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News

Brief
15 injured as bus
goes off road
near Hyderabad

CMYK

Hyderabad, Dec 31
(IANS) At least 15 passengers were injured when a
TSRTC bus rammed into
bushes at Rajendra Nagar
on the city outskirts on Saturday.
According to police,
driver of the city bus belonging to Telangana State
Road Transport Corporation
(TSRTC) lost control and as
a result the vehicle veered
off the road and rammed
into roadside bushes before
coming to a halt.
The accident occurred
near Hydershakote in
Rangareddy district. A total
of 40 people were travelling
in the bus at the time of the
mishap. The injured were
shifted to a hospital.The bus
was
coming
to
Mehdipatnam in the city
from a village near
Moinabad.
Police and TSRTC officials rushed to the scene. As
the accident had led to a
traffic jam on the busy road,
the TSRTC personnel removed the bus. Driver’s negligence is suspected to have
resulted in the accident.

Gym owner shot
dead by unknown
assailants in
East Delhi
New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS)
A 40-year-old gym owner
was shot dead allegedly by
two-three unidentified men
in East Delhi’s Preet Vihar
area, an official said on Saturday.
The incident took place
on Friday night. The deceased has been identified
as Mahendra Agrawal.
According to a senior
police official, around 8 p.m.
on Friday, Agrawal was sitting in his office when two
to three men entered the
gym and allegedly fired four
rounds of bullets at him following which the victim
died on the spot as one of
the bullets hit him in his
head.

9 killed as SUV collides with bus in Navsari

Navsari (Gujarat), Dec 31
(IANS) At least nine people
were killed and 29 others injured on Saturday when a
mini bus collided with an
SUV in Gujarat's Navsari, officials said.
Navsari rural Police Inspector D.K. Patel told reporters that the accident took
place on the national highway 48 near Vesma circle.
The Fortuner SUV was heading towards Ankleshwar
from Valsad, whereas the
luxury mini bus was on its
way to Valsad from
Ahmedabad.
Patel said that the bus
driver had suffered a heart
attack stroke which led to
the accident.
Of the nine victims, eight

Navsari hospital.
The accident occurred
near Vesma village around
3.20 am when the bus was
going towards Valsad, while
the SUV was coming from
the opposite direction,
Navsari Superintendent of
Police (SP) Rushikesh
Upadhyay said. Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed
grief over the accident and
announced an ex-gratia of Rs
2 lakh to the next of kin of
each deceased and Rs 50,000
to the injured persons.
"The driver of the SUV
lost control over the vehicle,
due to which it jumped the
divider and crossed over to
the other side before colliding with the luxury bus on
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad

were travelling in the SUV
and one a bus passenger.
Seven of the SUV victims
died on the spot, while one
passed away in the hospital
during treatment. A ninth
passenger in the SUV is said
to be in critical condition.
Primary information says
that the nine people in the
SUV were from Prolife BioChemical Ltd, Ankleshwar.
Meanwhile, the bus passengers were from Valsad
and were returning home
after visiting the BAPS sect
event in Ahmedabad.
There were a total of 30
passengers in the bus, of
which 29 were injured.
Of the 29, 17 were shifted
to Valsad and eight others
are being treated at the

Anjani Kumar takes over as BJP slams Siddaramaiah over
new DGP of Telangana
comment against Amit Shah

Hyderabad, Dec 31 (IANS) Anjani Kumar, who earlier
held post of Director General, Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB),
on Saturday assumed office as the new Director General of
Police (DGP) of Telangana.
The 1990-batch Indian Police Service (IPS) officer, who
took charge at state police headquarters, succeeded M.
Mahendar Reddy, who demitted office on reaching superannuation. Several senior police officials congratulated
Anjani Kumar on the occasion. Mahendar Reddy, who
served as the head of state police force for five years, was
given farewell by his successor and other senior police officials.The state government on Thursday transferred Anjani
Kumar, Director General, Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) and
posted him as DGP (Coordination) and gave him full additional charge of the post of DGP (HoPF).
Hailing from Bihar, Anjani Kumar began his career as a
police officer in undivided Andhra Pradesh in 1992 as ASP
Jangaon in Warangal district. He held various positions in
the police in Andhra Pradesh and later in Telangana. He
served as SP of Guntur and Prakasam districts and as DIGP
of Nizamabad and Guntur ranges.

Bengaluru, Dec 31
(IANS) Karnataka’s BJP unit
on Saturday slammed opposition
leader
Siddaramaiah’s comment
that Union Home Minister
Amit Shah is a“political businessman who has put up
the Chief Minister’s post for
sale for Rs 2,000 crore”, saying that no post is for sale in
the saffron party.
Taking to social media a
day after his remark, the
party’s state unit said that “if
lies are told a hundred times,
it will not become the truth.
You have put tickets (for
elections) for sale for candidates. It is natural for you to

Two labourers
from Bengal
killed in Sikkim
landslide
Kolkata, Dec 31 (IANS)
Two labourers from West
Bengal’s Jalpaiguri district
have been reportedly killed
in a landslide at Pelling in
neighbouring Sikkim.
They were killed while
they were engaged in construction work for a skywalk
in Pelling.
Sources from the
Jalpaiguri district administration said that a total of 11
workers from the district
went to Pelling for that construction work, out of which
two have been killed and
three others have been injured.
Till the latest information available with the
Jalpaiguri district administration, two dead workers
and one among three injured have been identified.

Shah and again playing the
same tune and making
commission allegations. Mr
Siddaramaiah you can’t fool
people,” the party noted.
The BJP went on to say that
“your government released
Rs 1,43,341 crore for filling
up lakes with water in the
state. No work was taken up
till the end of the tenure of
the Congress government”.
“In the name of this project,
your colleagues’ pockets
were filled with money. Finally, the lakes were filled by
the rains...Your government
was overthrown by the
people for rampant corruption.

Be prepared to stop BJP
conspiracy to merge Karnataka
Milk Federation: Congress
Bengaluru, Dec 31 (IANS) Karnataka Congress on
Saturday gave a call to the people of the state regarding the Union government’s merger plans of the
Karnataka Milk Federation (KMF).
Taking on the central government, Congress stated
on social media that people of Karnataka must prepare themselves to prevent the BJP’s conspiracy to sink
KMF in the name of merger.
KMF has been a pillar of support for the farmers of
the state. Now, the evil eye of the central government
is set on it. The central government has destroyed the
banks of Karnataka earlier in the name of merging
them with other national banks, Congress stated. Addressing a public gathering after the inauguration of
the mega dairy at Mandya, Amit Shah had stated that
if Amul and Nandini work together jointly, in three
years there will be primary dairies at every village level.
Shah also stated that the Karnataka Milk Federation
will get all technical support and cooperation from
Amul. If Karnataka and Gujarat come together in this
direction, it will benefit the farmers all over the country.

100 days of stay with family or headquarters
for jawans deputed on borders: Shah

Haryana Sports
Minister faces
allegations of
rape attempt
Chandigarh, Dec 31
(IANS) Chandigarh Police on
Saturday said they are investigating allegations of rape
attempt levelled by an athletics coach against Haryana
Sports Minister Sandeep
Singh, a former Olympian.
Former captain of the
Indian national hockey
team, Sandeep Singh has
rubbished the charges as
“politically motivated”.
The woman, who participated in the 2016 Rio
Olympics, was recruited as a
junior coach in the Sports
Department in September.
In her complaint, she alleged Sandeep Singh sent
her messages on Instagram
and Snapchat.

imagine”.
“The CAG report maintains that for Rs 35,000 crore
money that has been spent
during the tenure of your
government there are no
accounts. Siddaramaiah has
not bothered to answer this
till
date.
“Your
(Siddaramaiah) courage
must be appreciated. You
disappeared when the PMO
asked for evidence for your
charges. You ducked the directions from the court to
submit evidences.“You have
swallowed Rs 68.8 crores in
the name of modernization
of police forces. You are disturbed by the visit of Amit

national highway. The impact of the collision left the
SUV completely mangled,"
Upadhyay said.
Of the nine persons travelling in the SUV, eight died
on the spot, while another
occupant suffered grievous
injuries. One of the bus passengers was also killed in the
accident, he said. The SUV
was going to Ankleshwar in
Bharuch district, he added.
The accident left 29 passengers injured and they are
being treated in hospitals in
Navsari and neighbouring
Valsad city, police said. "Most
of the passengers of the bus
hailed from Valsad district,
while those in the SUV were
from different parts of the
state.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel call on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi on Saturday. UNI

Bengaluru, Dec 31
(IANS) Union Home Minister Amit Shah announced
on Saturday that the soldiers deputed in border
areas of the country will
get to stay with their families or in headquarters for
100 days in a year.
Delivering a speech after inauguration and laying the foundation stone
of various projects of Indo
Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) and Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D) in
Devanahalli, Bengaluru,
Shah said, “They (soldeirs
posted in border areas)
should have this opportunity to stay with their
families or at headquarters for 100 days... We are
preparing rosters for this
purpose.”

Nepalese citizen impersonating as Indian
Army colonel nabbed in Darjeeling

Kolkata, Dec 31 (IANS)
In a joint raid by personnel
of the Indian Army and the
West Bengal district police,
a citizen of Nepal impersonating as an Indian Army
colonel, was arrested on
Saturday
from
Sukhiapokhri area adjacent
to the Indo-Nepal border in
Darjeeling district of West
Bengal.
The arrested person has
been identified as Man
Bahadur Gurung, a resident

of Taratal in Bardiya district
of Nepal. The main charge
against him is that he used
to hoodwink local youths
and rip them of money
promising jobs in the Army.
He represented himself as a
Colonel in the Corps of Signals.
A number of documents including fake Indian identity cards and fake
appointment letters of the
Army were recovered from
him. Darjeeling district po-

BSF captured 22 drones, seized 316
kg heroin in Punjab this year
Chandigarh, Dec 31 (IANS) The Border Security
Force (BSF), Punjab Frontier, responsible for safeguarding the 553-km-long tough and challenging Indo-Pakistan International Border, on Saturday said it captured
22 drones and seized 316.988 kg heroin this year.
During many challenges, including inclement
weather, BSF jawans are guarding the borders round
the clock with utmost dedication and unflinching spirit.
This year, BSF troops have maintained an extremely
high level of alertness and vigil. Resultantly, the BSF has
captured 67 weapons, 850 rounds of ammunition, killed
two Pakistan intruders and apprehended 23 Pakistan
nationals in different incidents.
Displaying humanitarian approach, the BSF has
handed over nine Pakistani nationals to Pakistan Rangers, who had inadvertently crossed the international
border. On the occasion of 58th Raising Day, for the first
time in the history of the BSF, the ceremonial BSF Raising Day Parade was organised in the holy city of
Amritsar. Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand
Rai took the salute of the parade as the chief guest.

lice sources said that for the
last few months they had
been receiving several
complaints from people of
being cheated through job
promises in the armed
forces. “Most of them complained that they had to
pay a hefty amount for getting the jobs and once the
money was paid, they were
even handed over appointment letters.
However, by the time it
was revealed that the ap-

pointment letter was fake,
the imposter had disappeared.”
The matter was also
brought to the notice of the
Army authorities who
started their own investigation. Finally, the Army got
information about Gurung
and jointly with the
Darjeeling district police
they conducted raids at different
places
at
Sukhiapokhri and finally
nabbed Gurung.

“ The stress and tension of soldiers will come
down. This is a difficult
task, I understand. But, I
believe from a humanitarian point of view it has to
be done,” the Home Minister added.
He assured ITPB soldiers that before elections,
the government will make
a plan in this regard.
“Prime
Minister
Naredra Modi’s government is dedicated to the
welfare of soldiers and the
Central Armed Police
Force (CAPF),” he asserted.
Shah also commended

the services of the ITPB
and CAPFs, stating that
“they deliver service in the
most difficult terrains of
the countr y ”. “ We can’t
even imagine the situations. They work in minus
42 degree Celsius and
they can only get the push
to face harsh conditions
from a high level of patriotism.”
“When our ITBP soldiers are patrolling or
camping, no one would
dare to encroach one inch
of my country,” he added.
“ITBP soldiers have got
the title of ‘Himveers’ by

the people, which is more
than Padma Shri and
Padma Vibhushan rewards which are given
away by the government,”
Shah said.
The Home Minister
also said that the government is in a process of
completion of the full
chain, where problem
identification is done, research is carried out for
solutions, recommendations are given, polic y
changes are made and execution is also reviewed in
terms of law and order
situation in the country.

Rahul says he considers BJP-RSS his
‘guru’ as ‘they show what not to do’
New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS)
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi sarcastically said on
Saturday that he considers
the BJP-RSS as his “guru” as
they “show what not to do”.
“I want them (BJP and
RSS) to attack us aggressively, this will help the Congress party understand the
ideology. In a way I consider
them my guru, they are
showing me the way, training me on what not to do,”
the Congress leader said
while addressing a press
conference here
“The sense I am getting
is that if the opposition

comes together and fight in
coordinated way, the BJP
will find it tough in 2024. I
think the opposition should
stand effectively on ground
and work in a manner to
counter the BJP,” he said.
When asked about a
Prime Ministerial face, the
Congress leader said: “My
main focus right now is for
a united India, we should
fight against hatred. My focus is only to unite India.”
He further said that
there were many likeminded parties who want
India to be in harmony. “I
know Akhikeshji and

Mayawatiji want India to be
free of hatred and want harmony in the country.” Rahul
Gandhi also said that “his is
not a tactical political fight
the BJP has dominated the
political space and to defeat
them now there should be
ideological framework and
this only Congress can give”.
“For
example
the
Samajwadi Party has position in Uttar Pradesh but its
idea will not work in Kerala
and Karnataka. Only the
Congress can give a national
vision while respecting the
opposition leaders,” he
added.

19.67% increase in
NIA cases this yr

New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS)
In 2022, the NIA registered
73 cases, marking a 19.67
per cent increase against
the 61 cases registered last
year.
This year’s figure is also
an all time high for the NIA.
Of the 73, 35 cases of
jihadi terror were registered
in Jammu and Kashmir,
Assam, Bihar, Delhi,
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh,
Maharastra,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana and West Bengal;
11 cases in Jammu and
Kashmir; 10 LWE cases; 5

cases in northeast; 7 PFI related cases; 5 cases in
Punjab; 3 cases of gangsterterror-drug smuggler nexus;
2 FICN related cases and one
terror funding case.
The NIA also filed 59
charge sheets in 2022
against 368 persons and arrested 456 accused in terror
related cases, including 19
absconders. Two accused
were arrested upon deportation and one after extradition. Judgements have been
pronounced in 38 cases in
2022, all of which have
ended in conviction.
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar along with Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav distributes appointment letters related to the Education, Science and Technology
department at Gyan Bhawan, in Patna on Saturday. UNI
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Editorial

YEAREND INTERVIEW: 'Providing school education to over
1 cr students of unauthorised Madrasas a priority'

From

Editor’s

Desk
Football’s god,
Pele, no more

Pele transcended politics by
never ever transcending football.
Pele at football, Pele of Brazil,
Pele as the greatest, is tattooed
on minds in a script of the game
that even those who know little
to nothing of football, know of
It’s unimaginable now, but Brazil were once underdogs in football — second best to Uruguay or Argentina. And it had taken the 17-year-old Pele’s bursts
of brilliance and dogged inspiration drawn from
watching his father weep when Brazil lost the World
Cup final, to yank his country out of a sulking sea of
under-confidence. After 1958, Pele took Brazil and the
blacks and the favela poor out of those miserable
times forever. His beautiful game offered them a
sense of pride that merely being an economic superpower could never bestow.
The pull of Pele — who died on Thursday at 82 —
wasn’t bound by geography. He once paused hostilities in the Nigerian Civil war by getting the federal
troops’ chief to open up a bridge so that rebel troops
could come watch him play in Lagos. Maybe the
greatest Pele legacy was his aura, in a world before
not just social media, but even television and the PR
machinery. Millions knew of his genius through radio commentary. Then in 1970 millions more bought
new TV sets to see “with their own eyes” how magic
could unfold. At that World Cup, Pele brought to Latin
America an everlasting legacy of being beautiful and
creative, which can never be shaken off.
Not everyone liked his politics, but even his detractors dug up reasons to adore his football. Brazil’s
president elect Lula da Silva who watched Pele play
live at Pacaembu and Morumbi would correct himself saying that he didn’t just watch Pele, but saw him
give a show, even when Santos were thrashing Lula’s
beloved club, Corinthians.“Because when he got the
ball he always did something special, which often
ended in a goal. I confess that I was angry with Pelé,
because he always massacred my Corinthians on field.
But, first and foremost, I admired him.” Pele transcended politics by never ever transcending football.
His dashing silhouette, chasing after the ball goalwards, till it hit the netting, was the YouTube loop everyone knew they needed in life. Pele at football, Pele
of Brazil, Pele as the greatest, is tattooed on minds in
a script of the game that even those who know little
to nothing of football, know of. Flashes of memory of
Pele’s goals and even near-goals will always arrive
unannounced. Three days of mourning is a mere license to openly cry for the departure of football’s
lighthearted, light on his feet, god.

By Sanket Pathak
New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS) National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) President Priyank
Kanungo has said that providing school education to over
1 crore students studying in unauthorised Madrasas
across the country is one of the topmost priorities for the
commission.
During an interview with IANS, Kanungo spoke on a
host of issues including child trafficking and sexual exploitation of children. Here are some excerpts.
Q: Figures indicate a rise in crimes against children in
the states of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. How
does the NCPCR see this?
A: Talking about Madhya Pradesh, the POCSO cases
are being reported periodically which is a positive sign.
But at the same time, it is also true that there has been an
increase in crimes against children. And this is happening due to lack of sensitivity in the society, among other
reasons. We are trying to get every single such case registered.
Also, some states don't file the report(s). Proper reportage of such cases are not done from states like Bihar
and Jharkhand. Several such cases have come to our notice... the police don't want to file cases, and suppress the
matter.Q: What steps have been taken by the NCPCR in

wake of a number of POCSO cases?
A: Strictest punishments should be
handed to the guilty to put brakes on
crime against children in the country.
Several steps are being taken to increase the rate of conviction. And they
would be implemented properly in
2023. Most importantly, the POCSO
cases need to be tracked. In that context, we have recently held a meeting
with the Juvenile Police Units (in the
districts of all states) and its officials.
Besides, we also held talks with the
lawyers and the judges of the POCSO
court. The objective of the meeting
was to find a solution by all the stakeholders tasked with providing justice
to the children.
Q: What was the reason behind
your madrasa-centric campaign?
A: We have prepared a detailed report on the madrasas, and sent them
to all the states. Around 1 crore 10 lakh
children are there in some madrasas
where it is taught that the Sun revolves

around the Earth. The mapping of
these madrasas has not been done,
and the state government also does
not have information about them. The
NCPCR has told the states to get the
mapping of these madrasas done and
the children should be rescued and
sent to schools.
Q: What kind of complaints are being received from these madrasas and
what action the Commission is taking?
A: The children are facing exploitation of sorts in the unauthorised
madrasas. The Constitutional rights to
education are being disregarded
there. Hence, the mapping of such
madrasas is required. The process has
already been initiated by state governments in Assam, Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand. In 2022, some cases have
also been reported wherein it was
claimed that some Hindu children belonging to the Dalit community were
being imparted 'religious teachings' in
the madrasas. The states have been is-

sued directions to rescue those children.
Q: What steps did the Commission take to prevent trafficking of
children who are being taken to foreign countries?
A: We held several meetings
with all the stakeholders engaged
in preventing child trafficking. We
also came to know about some new
routes that are being used by the
traffickers. It was revealed that West
Bengal has emerged as a hub for
such activities. Appropriate steps
are being taken in this regard.
Q: Are child traffickers also carrying out their activities through
social media?
A: Social media has in fact become a huge platform for child trafficking. In the upcoming year, we are
going to hold talks with the telecom
companies... to see to it that children should have limited access to
the internet.

Highest-ever arrival of tourists in Himachal to ring in New Year
BY VISHAL GULATI
Shimla/Manali, Dec 31 (IANS) Defying Covid19 protocols amidst the scare of the new Omicron
variant, crowds of holidaymakers have descended
onto Himachal Pradesh's popular tourist resorts
Shimla, Narkanda, Dharamsala, Kalpa, Manali,
Dalhousie and elsewhere, the highest-ever arrival
of tourists in the history, to ring in the New Year
with carnivals and musicals amidst a snowy landscape.
After a day of snowfall in Manali, Kalpa and
other destinations on higher reaches, turning
them more picturesque, the Met Office in Shimla
on Saturday predicted the sun will shine across the
state till January 5, 2023.
But the prevailing minimum temperature in
most of the places will stay close to sub-zero with
chances of dense fog in low hills.
Members of the hospitality industry told IANS
that most of the hotels across the state have been
seeing close to 95 per cent occupancy.
An official with the state tourism department
advises the tourists to get an advance booking of
a hotel or a homestay unit before travelling.
By evening of December 31, he said, the occupancy could reach 100 per cent, a record business
after the two toughest years ever seen by the travel
industry.
"We are expecting to see a good business this
weekend and next week also seeing the influx of
the tourist arrival and the booking enquiries we
are getting," Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Corporation (HPTDC) Manager Nand Lal,
who is posted in Holiday Home hotel here, told
IANS.After Kothi and Solang valley receiving the

snowfall, Kullu Police have advised
motorists not to travel beyond Nehru
Kund, 7 km from Manali town, on December 31 as the road beyond is slippery.
"We are advising the motorists,
especially the tourists, to park their
vehicles at the parking lot in Solang
to visit nearby places on foot," a police official told IANS.

On December 29, tourists
stranded in nearly 100 vehicles overnight in the 9.02-km long horseshoeshaped Atal Tunnel, the world's longest motorable tunnel, for hours after
the onset of heavy snowfall in the region. The local administration had a
tough time in rescuing them, a majority of them tourists who were merrymaking and taking selfies amidst the

snowy landscape.With easy access to
the picturesque Lahaul Valley, the twolane Atal Tunnel constructed under
the 3,978 metre Rohtang Pass in the
Pir Panjal range, some 30 km from
Manali, is a memorable atunnel
tourisma¿ destination.
The tunnel, inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on October 3,
2020, has shortened the distance between Manali and Keylong,
the headquarters of LahaulSpiti, by 46 km, reducing the
travel time by nearly three
hours. It has ensured allweather connectivity too.
According to the state
tourism department, more
than 20,000 tourists travel
through the Atal Tunnel every
day during the peak tourist
season and tourism, including
skiing,
trekking
and
paragliding, is a key source of
income for the local people.
Manali-based hotelier Prem
Thakur said the tourists from Manali
now prefer to travel towards the
Lahaul Valley via the Atal Tunnel, rather
than taking the long and treacherous
route of the Rohtang Pass even when
it is opened for traffic."Snow is the only
attraction for the tourists and the
mighty Rohtang Pass is the only destination near Manali that remains ma-

rooned in snow cover till end of
May. In this season, when the
Rohtang Pass is closed for the
traffic, snow-laden slopes along
the Atal Tunnel and beyond are
their preferred list," he added.
But a word of caution for the
holidaymakers. The police have
advised them to follow the protocol as the threat of Covid-19
looming again."We are using
drones at entry points of Shimla,
Parwanoo and Pandoh for accurate estimation of the number of
tourists entering the state," a police spokesperson told IANS.
Anjali Gabba, a senior executive with a Chandigarh-based
multinational company, said: "It is
really pleasant to be back in the
hills of Shimla to ring in the New
Year with musical parties."
Her husband Bikram added:
"We have been coming here every winter to enjoy cool sunshine
that is missing in the plains owing to foggy weather."
Mountain peaks viewed from
Shimla, and the Dhauladhar
peaks overlooking Tibetan Buddhist leader Dalai Lama's official
palace in McLeodganj near
Dharamsala are covered with a
fresh white blanket.

‘Education Day: Celebrating Value-Based Education’ at Pramukh Swami Maharaj Nagar in Ahmedabad

Pramukh Swami taught, ‘Education coupled with values will safeguard society’
Ahmedabad, His Holiness Mahant
Swami Maharaj and dignitaries paid
homage to Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
visionary leadership and tireless efforts
in establishing educational institutions
and student hostels to foster valuebased education before the tens of
thousands who had gathered to commemorate ‘Education Day: Celebrating
Value-based Education’ at Pramukh
Swami Maharaj Nagar on 30 December
2022.
Inspired by Pramukh Swami
Maharaj, close to forty educational institutions and student hostels nurture
the educational and character development of over 22,500 students annually.
Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s unparalleled
educational services include the reconstruction of 55 schools in disaster-affected areas, providing financial assistance to 23 other educational complexes, and annually supporting over
5,000 needy students with scholarships.
Pramukh Swami Maharaj worked
his entire life to foster humanity and
spirituality in every individual. Aware of
the importance of education for the individual
and the nation and inspired by Bhagwan
Swaminarayan’s instruction to foster the propagation
knowledge,
Pramukh Swami Maharaj
set up a wide range of
educational institutions
that have nourished the
character and academic
potential of hundreds of
thousands. Beginning as
a small seed with BAPS’s
first student hostel at
Vidyanagar in 1965, under the inspiration of Pramukh Swami Maharaj and
currently Mahant Swami Maharaj,
BAPS’s educational activities have flourished into a great tree with branches in
many centres.
The special evening assembly titled
‘Education Day: Celebrating ValueBased Education’ at Pramukh Swami
Maharaj Nagar began at 4.45pm.
BAPS scholar Adarshjivandas
Swami, describing the unprecedented
life and work of Pramukh Swami
Maharaj in his series ‘Pramukh
Charitam’, said, “Pramukh Swami
Maharaj accepted people of all faiths,
cultures and nationalities as his own.
Similarly, people of all backgrounds also
regarded him as their own, felt peace
hearing his talks and strove to imbibe
his teachings in their lives. He was
widely revered as a universal saint, transcending distinctions and belonging to
all of humanity.”
Thereafter, Gnanvatsaldas Swami,
a learned swami of BAPS, described
the educational services inspired by
Pramukh Swami Maharaj, particularly
focusing on how value-based education is fostered through BAPS educa-

tional activities. He said, “Education
alone cannot create a peaceful and progressive society. Pramukh Swami
Maharaj taught, ‘Education coupled
with values will safeguard society.’ He
not only taught this principle, but put
it into practice through the creation of
forty educational institutions and student hostels that fostered value-based
education in hundreds of thousands of
students. He also encouraged the fostering of such values in children
through the family home assembly
(ghar sabha).
Gnanvatsaldas Swami further
added, “When only our hands work, it
is called labour. When our head – intelligence – is added to our hands, that
labour becomes skill. And when our
heart – set of values – is integrated with
our head and hands, that same skill becomes art. That is why Pramukh Swami
Maharaj used to explain, ‘The heart of
education is the education of the heart.’
This is essential, because we do not just
need engineers, doctors, architects, scientists, etc.; we need good engineers,
doctors, architects and scientists –

those who are not just experts in their
respective fields, but who are guided by
and grounded in universal values such
as integrity, compassion, inclusivity and
selfless service. Pramukh Swami
Maharaj
worked
towards
mainstreaming the education of these
universal values to uplift our nation and
our world.”
Many dignitaries also joined His
Holiness Mahant Swami Maharaj to pay
tribute to Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
inspiring life and work.
Naresh Patel, Chairman of Shree
Khodaldham Trust, shared, “I am lost
for words on where to begin! This Festival is impressive not just because of
its scale, but because of the minute attention to detail. I bow to all the swamis who have conceptualised it and
congratulate the thousands of the volunteers who are serving for Pramukh
Swami Maharaj. Pramukh Swami
Maharaj’ work was extraordinary not
only here in India but across the world.
The fruits of his work are evident for all
to see today.”
Dr. Rajesh Khajuria, Commissioner of the Accreditation Council for
Business Schools & Programs (ACBSP),

USA, said, “It is only through the blessings of Pramukh Swami Maharaj that I
feel protected and have been able to
progress.
“Gautam Buddha used to say, ‘Religions are the signposts of gods,’ but
seeing the saintliness of Pramukh

Swami Maharaj, I can say that Pramukh
Swami Maharaj was the only signpost
of God. By creating 1,200 magnanimous temples around the world, including 80 in North America and cultural complexes like Akshardham in
Gandhinagar and Delhi, Pramukh
Swami Maharaj has achieved what no
emperor or a king has not been able to
do in the last five centuries. Upon visiting BAPS temples in India and the USA
and by interacting with the devotees, I
feel that the common thread among all
of Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s work is
faith. Through his temples, swamis and
thousands of volunteers who work selflessly for the betterment of the world,
Pramukh Swami Maharaj has shown
our world the power of such faith.”
Padma Shri T.V. Mohandas Pai,
Chairman of Manipal Global Education
(Manipal University), shared,“250 years
ago, India was the richest country since
civilization began. But due to our colonization and the Industrial Revolution,
Europe became the dominant power.
Today, humanity is seeing unprecedented challenges amid a digital revolution. These challenges include an aging population, destructive climate
change due to rapacious consumption,
and unbridled technological advances
with artificial intelligence, machine
learning, and robotics replacing human
beings. We are also seeing societal destabilization due to increasing religious

conflict and a widening gap between
rich and poor in many countries. Amid
these challenges, India is rising up to be
a great power once again because of
the energy of our people and the wisdom of our holy saints and ancient civilization. To resolve the challenges of
humanity, we must learn from Pramukh
Swami Maharaj who taught us to live
together as human beings, to be compassionate, to care for our children, and
to care for nature. He established
temples worldwide to inspire countless
people to live in peace, to care for everyone and harm no one in society. I am
confident that inspired by the teachings of Pramukh Swami Maharaj, BAPS
will carry on their extraordinary work
of educating humanity on how to live
in this new world, find peace within,
have compassion for others, take care
of our planet, and make sure that all of
us leave a better world for our children.”
Gajapati Maharaja Dibyasingha
Deb Ji, Chairman of Shri Jagannatha
Temple Managing Committee, shared,
“Hindu scriptures explain, ‘True education is that which liberates.’ This is one
of India’s great contributions to the
world, to teach us that alongside our
outer, physical advancements in society, we must also elevate ourselves
spiritually within. A country ultimately
comprises of people, not just buildings
or roads. Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s vision and work for improving the inner
character of people was his great contribution to the world. He educated
people to make them ideal human beings. His example needs to be emulated
around the world.With the blessings of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj, there are now
1,200 temples worldwide, including,
remarkably, in Abu Dhabi, the first
Hindu temple in the Arab world.”
The Maharaja of Jagannath Puri
also recalled Bhagwan Swaminarayan’s
travels as a child-yogi to the Jagannathji
temple and paid tribute to BAPS’s relief work in Odisha during the
devasting super cyclone of 1999.
“Pramukh Swami Maharaj and I surveyed the damaged together. I was
deeply touched by his compassion and
eagerness to alleviate the suffering of
all those affected. His inner divinity
manifested in every project that he
undertook, including the rehabilitation
work in Odisha.”
Senior
BAPS
swami,
Swayamprakashdas Swami (Doctor
Swami), shared,“It is said that ‘Character is the highest wisdom.’ Although no
degrees are conferred for character,
throughout history, people with no
educational qualifications have attained exceptional achievements.
Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s formal education was only to sixth grade in
Gujarati medium. His Hindi was rudimentary, he knew no English, he had
written no poetry or books.Yet, his spiritually elevated life uplifted all. Thus, we
see that character is the highest wis-
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dom.
“Ramakrishna Paramhansa had no
formal education, but he inspired faith
in God and cultivated the spirituality of
Swami Vivekanand. Today, the
Ramakrishna Mission is spread around
the world with many highly educated
swamis. The root of this is Ramakrishna
Paramhansa.
“Psychologists assert that the foundation of a child’s development occurs
in its first two and half years. Where the
parents are vigilant, they can lay a solid

foundation for their children.
“Even the highly educated have
been forgotten. But those who had attained the heights of spirituality have
been cherished throughout history.
More important than schools or colleges are character and faith in God.
What you see at Pramukh Swami
Maharaj Nagar is not the result of
educational qualifications, but
the result of spirituality and faith
in God.”
Jagadguru Sri Sri Sri Dr.
Nirmala-nandanatha
Mahaswamiji, Pontiff of Sri
Adichunchanagiri
Mahasamsthana Math, added,
“Humans absorbed solely in
sleeping, eating and procreating
are no different from animals.The
main purpose of human life is to
attain liberation. While our scriptures teach that knowledge is needed
for every being, education that binds us
to this world is not knowledge; knowledge is that which liberates us from the
bondage of this world. Only valuebased education fosters our liberation.
“Einstein said that science can de-

nature plutonium, but it cannot change
the wickedness of the human heart. If
modern knowledge cannot change the
evil qualities of human beings and bestow us with values, what is the solution? We must adopt an education that
helps one realise the Divinity within.
Only such a person can understand and
serve society. With this vision, Pramukh
Swami Maharaj inspired 1,100 swamis,
1,200 temples and more than 5,000
satsang centres to propagate spiritual
education and true knowledge. I have
visited BAPS temples in America and
seen the morality and values they have
fostered in children and youth. I am
very grateful that BAPS has been providing value-based education, imparting moral and spirituality to countless
people.
“Every time I visited Sarangpur and
sought the blessings of Pramukh
Swami Maharaj was a sweet memory
and a great pilgrimage for me. I still
cherish the mala he gave me a decade
ago. Pramukh Swami Maharaj was a
great, inspiring personality and an embodiment of love and divinity to whose
divine soul I have been prostrating with
ecstasy. His successor Mahant Swami
Maharaj is well-versed with modern
science and the metaphysical world,
making his teaching easily acceptable
to all facets of society.”
In his blessings to the assembly, His
Holiness Mahant Swami Maharaj said,
“Pramukh Swami Maharaj used to say,

‘Education without values destroys,
while education with values protects
us.’ Scholars may have immense knowledge, but the inability to apply that
knowledge in their lives makes their
knowledge futile. Education is needed
for national progress, but without spiritual knowledge, education is incomplete. Education coupled with values
benefits all. “Yogiji Maharaj used to say
that students should study eight hours
a day, but nurture their moral and spiritual character 24 hours a day. An ounce
of practice is worth more than tonnes
of theory. Character deficiencies cause
tremendous problems, so only valuebased education that fosters character
will ultimately bring success and happiness to a person’s life. Yogiji Maharaj
and Pramukh Swami Maharaj established student hostels and educational
institutes to provide society such valuebased education.”

IKiara-Sidharth
n the news
wedding
on the cards in Rajasthan?

Jaipur, Dec 31 (IANS)
With internet abuzz of news
about Bollywood stars Kiara
Advani and Sidharth
Malhotra to tie the knot,
people are wondering if another palace wedding is on
the cards in Rajasthan.
In December 2021, Vicky
Kaushal and Katrina Kaif had
tied the knot at The Six

Senses Fort Barwara in
Sawai Madhopur.Their wedding function was a top secret affair where cent per
cent privacy was maintained.
Now, the reports doing
the rounds suggesting Kiara
and Sidharth will tie the
knot in Jaisalmer next year
and the wedding date has

Tollywood's first big 2023 release: Chiranjeevistarrer 'Waltair Veerayya' on Jan 13
Bengaluru, Dec 31 (IANS)
The first big release of 2023
is 'Waltair Veerayya', starring
superstars Chiranjeevi and
Ravi Teja. The action drama
is written and directed by
Bobby Kolli, with Shruti

Haasan and Catherine Tresa
as the leading ladies.
Produced by Mythri
Movie Makers, the film
opens on January 13. The
Telugu original and the
dubbed Hindi version will
be released on the same day
with the same title. Grandmaster and B4U will handle
the Hindi release.Producer
Naveen Yerneni said: "Janu-

ary 13 is the eve of Sankranti
and we are certain that like
the kites that you'll see flying during the festival, our
film too will fly high.
Chiranjeevi garu ruled the
box-office with his last film,
'Godfat h e r ' ,
which did
stupend o u s
business.
The response to
the teaser
and the
songs has
b e e n
o v e r whelming."
Vikas Sahni from Grandmaster notes that 'Waltair
Veerayya' is the first big release of 2023 and "we
couldn't be happier than to
roll out the Hindi version on
the same day."He added:
"The film has two muchloved superstars and it's just
what the masala movie-going audience would want to
start the year with."--IANS

been fixed as February 6.
However, the gorgeous
Bollywood couple has
stayed tight-lipped on the
matter. The wedding, as per
sources, will take place at
Jaisalmer Palace Hotel, but,
there is no official confirmation from stars as well as the
hotel. The pre-wedding
functions of Mehendi, Haldi
and Sangeet will be held on
February 4-5, while the nuptials will take place on February 6, sources say.
So far on the social media, the Bollywood stars
have given no clue of their
wedding. While Kiara has
posted her picture with
Amitabh Bachchan from
sets of KBC in her recent
post, Sidharth has posted a
picture of 'Mission Majnu',
his next movie.
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'BB 16': Vikkas apologies to Archana
for his 'neech jati ke log' comment
Mumbai, Dec 31 (IANS)
In the latest episode of 'Bigg
Boss 16', Vikkas Manaktala
apologised to Archana
Gautam for his 'neech jati ke
log' comment, which did
not go down
well with
many leading to the
channel receiving a
notice.Show's
host Salman
Khan had
slammed
Archana for
her remarks against other
housemates during her
fight and moments later,
Archana and
Vikkas
Manaktala were called to
the confession room and
were informed that the
makers nor the reality show
supports any kind of discriminatory remark.Vikkas
apologised for his comment
and Archana told Bigg Boss

that she accepts his apology
and is happy that he has
realised his mistake.For the
unversed, Archana and
Vikkas's fight began when
the former did not let him
make tea. She
threw hot water
on Vikkas and
P r i y a n k a
Choudhary who
was standing
close by managed to not get
hurt.After their
ugly spat, the
National Commission for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC) sought action
against Vikkas for his
casteist remark on Archana.

New Delhi, Dec 31
(IANS) 2023 is almost here
and after two years of
pandemic, the excitement is even more as
people can travel and enjoy get-togethers. Adaa
Khan of 'Naagin' fame encapsulated her year and
also discussed her plans

for 2023."2022 was quite
okay for me. Initially, I did
a lot of work, it started off
really well. I did a special
performance at the 'Bigg
Boss' finale, became part
of 'Naagin', and did some
OTT shows and a lot of
music videos. In between
that, there was a slight
slack. Then of course after
that, I travelled a lot during the middle of the year.
I did my trip to Europe,
Maldives, and went to a

lot of other locations as I
love exploring new places.
Then again it is going to
end with me starting a
new project. So overall it
was very good," she said.
On whether her career
took off well in 2022 and if
she could meet her professional expectations, Adaa
said: "Not really.
You can never say
that. You must go
with the flow. And
as always, humans
expect more and
more. So I can
never say that I
have achieved what I
wanted to because you always aim for the peak. So
Inshallah, my expectations
are high, and in 2023 I
would expect more from
my career. That's what I
hope is in store for me next
year.""I would definitely
wish and hope that more
o TV actors and we get to
explore more roles on OTT
as well. So just hoping for
something positive," she
concluded.

*

Mumbai, Dec 31 (IANS)
Veteran actor Anupam Kher
shared a video bidding
goodbye to the year 2022
and said that he will continue to work hard.
Anupam
took
to
Instagram on Saturday,
where he shared a video
from behind-the-scene of
'Uunchai', 'The Kashmir Files'
to 'Karthikeya 2'. The video
included performances of
the actor in all these three
movies.
Alongside the video, he
penned a note which read:
"My dear friends! Your love
bar I've been getting for the
past 38 years.You all contrib-

ute hugely in who I am today. But year 2022 has been
very important to me."
"3 of my films released

this year. And you blessed all
three with abundant love
and blessings. Thank you
from the bottom of my
heart. I will continue to work
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Ph: 079-35629816, 079-25467145

hard and you keep your
blessings and love. #Thank
you for making my year
2022 most memorable!"
On the work front,
Anupam has announced
that he began shooting for
his 533rd film 'Metro..In
Dino' in Mumbai.
It stars Aditya Roy
Kapur, Sara Ali Khan, Neena
Gupta, Pankaj Tripathi,
Konkona Sen Sharma, Ali
Fazal and Fatima Sana
Shaikh.
Apart from this, he will
be next seen in Kangana
Ranaut directorial 'Emergency' and family entertainer 'The Signature'.

Salman Khan, Ajay Devgn, Dulquer Salmaan
feature in Zee Studios 2023 India slate

Los Angeles, Dec 31
(IANS) Ajith Kumar, Salman
Khan, Ajay Devgn and
Dulquer Salmaan will be
seen featuring in a 28strong Zee Studios 2023 India slate.
India's Zee Studios has
revealed an extensive 2023
slate of 28 titles across languages, featuring some of
the best-known names in
their respective industries,
reports Variety.
The titles, which include
26 films for theatrical release, a direct-to-digital film
and a streaming series, are
Zee Studios productions,
coproductions or acquisitions.
Big ticket films include H.
Vinoth's Tamil-language
heist thriller 'Thunivu', starring megastar Ajith Kumar
that is due in January 2023
release during the Pongal
festival
frame; Amit

Bose, Ishwak Singh and
Aparshakti Khurana in Atul
Sabharwal's 'Berlin'.
Also in Hindi, there are a
brace of titles from auteur
Anurag Kashyap - 'Almost
Pyaar With DJ Mohabbat'
that
premiered
at
Marrakech in November
and 'Kennedy', starring
Sunny Leone, which is
bound for an A-list festival in
2023.
Fellow auteur Devashish
Makhija's 'Joram' will world
premiere at Rotterdam in
2023. It stars Manoj
Bajpayee, who also headlines Apoorv Singh Kark's
'Bandaa'.
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui
essays
a
transgender's role in 'Haddi'
and also stars in 'Love is
Blind'.
Karishma Kapoor headlines Abhinay Deo's streaming series 'Brown'.
Highlights of the Zee
Studios Tamil-language
slate include Muthaiya's
'Kather Basha Endra
Muthuramalingam', starring
Arya; a landmark film from a
superstar actor, details of
which are under wraps; and
Kishor Pandurang Belekar's
dialogue-free film 'Gandhi
Talks', with music by A.R.
Rahman, with Tamil cinema
stars Vijay Sethupathi,

Sharma's long-awaited
Hindi-language soccer epic
'Maidaan', starring Ajay
Devgn, due in February.
Farhad Samji's Hindilanguage action-comedy
'Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan', starring superstar Salman Khan,
due in April during the Eid
festival frame; and 'Gadar 2',
a sequel to Anil Sharma's
2001 blockbuster 'Gadar',
starring Sunny Deol.
Deol also stars alongside
fellow veterans Sanjay Dutt,
Mithun Chakraborty and
Jackie Shroff in Vivek
Chauhan's 'Baap'.
Other Hindi-language
highlights include Rani
Mukerji in Ashima Chibber's
'Mrs.
Chatterjee v/s Norway';
Richa Chaddha in Abhishek
Acharya's 'Covid Stories';
Yami Gautam in Aniruddha
Roy Chowdhury's streaming-bound 'Lost'; and Rahul
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'I will continue to work hard,' says
Anupam Kher as he bids goodbye to 2022

Adaa Khan has high hopes from 2023,
great expectations professionally
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Arvind Swami and Aditi Rao
Hydari.
Dulquer Salmaan headlines Abhilash Joshiy's
Malayalam-language 'King
of Kotha'.
Marathi-language films
include Paresh Mokashi's
'Vaalavi', with Swapnil Joshi
and Ashish Bende's 'Aatma
Pamphlet', while Nagraj
Manjule stars in Hemant
Awtade's 'Ghar Banduk
Biryani' and
Vikram
Patwardhan's 'Frame'.
Jaggesh
stars
in
Kannada-language
'Ranganayaka' and in
Telugu-language
'Vimanam'. Zee Studios'
Punjabi-language films include Pankaj Batra's
'Uchiyan Ne Gallan Tere Yaar
Diyan' and 'Godday Godday
Chaa' starring Gippy Grewal
and Sonam Bajwa respectively.
Zee Studios was established in 2012 as the content engine for media conglomerate Zee Entertainment Enterprises Limited,
which is in the process of
merging with Sony Pictures
Networks India, reports Variety.
"As a pan India media
company, Zee is a leading
broadcaster across geographies and languages.
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City-State

Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel inaugurated the 'Ahmedabad Flower Show-2023' at Sabarmati Riverfront on Saturday. The Chief Minister saw the sculptures prepared on different themes like 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav',
'G-20 Summit' made from flowers.

6 IAS officers of under secretary
rank transferred
Gandhinagar : Six officers of the 2020 batch of
IAS officers were transferred on Friday by the state
government from the post of under secretary to
assistant collectors in various districts.
Kanchan, under secretary, agriculture, farmers
welfare and cooperation department has been
transferred to the post of assistant collector,
Viramgam, Ahmedabad. Natisha Mathur, under secretary, urban development and urban housing department, has been transferred and appointed as
assistant collector, Ankleshwar, Bharuch. Yuvraj
Seddharth has been transferred from the post of
under secretary, panchayats and rural housing to
the post of assistant colllector, Palitana, Bhavnagar.
Jayant Kishore Mankale, under secretary, social justice and empowerment department has been transferred to the post of assistant collector,
Himmatnagar, Sabarkantha.
Devahuti, under secretary, health and family
welfare department has been transferred and appointed as assistant collector, Gondal, Rajkot and
Yogesh Kapase, under secretary, revenue department has been transferred and posted as assistant
collector, Dabhoi, Vadodara.

Man drowns while immersing
flowers at Vasna barrage
Ahmedabad : A 35-year-old man from
Viramgam of Ahmedabad district drowned when
he was immersing flowers in Vasna barrage as part
of a ritual on Thursday. The deceased was identified as Pratik Thakkar, a resident of Dani Fliyu, near
Bordi Bazar in Viramgam. He was going to his workplace in Vatva from Viramgam when the incident
happened.
An officer of the Sarkhej police said that Thakkar
had gone to Haridwar in Uttarakhand around a fortnight ago. He was given some flowers during a religious ceremeony and he was told to immerse the
flowers in a river. When he was going to his workplace, he told his colleague that he will immerse
those flowers at Vasna barrage. His colleague accompanied him, and they went near a crematorium
besides the barrage.
When he was immersing flowers, he slipped and
drowned. His colleague informed police and fire brigade after which a search operation began. Three
hours later, his body was found form Narimanpura
in Sarkhej canal. His body was sent for postmortem.
After which, Sarkhej police have registered a case
of accidental death and begun an investigation.

pre-school owner duped of Rs 25
lakh
Surat : An owner of pre-school in city was duped
for Rs 25 lakh by a person who developed an online
rapport with her by identifying himself as the son
of India’s leading corporate honcho.The 40-year-old
victim, Nittal Sindhuria, lodged a complaint in Vesu
police station agaginst three persons for cheating
her after which the police booked Sachin Halwai,
Debashish Mahanti, and Sumit Halwai, all residents
of Odisha.
She alleged that the accused started sending
her messages from a Twitter account with the name
of the billionaire businessman’s son in 2016.
Fraudsters also sent her messages and photos of
the tycoon and his house on social media. She alleged that they sent photos of the businessman’s
son that were seen in cricket matches that she saw
on TV. The women trusted that the person was actually the billionaire’s son. Meanwhile, she was told
that Sachin Halwai will contact her for some financial dealings. She received calls from Halwai who
requested money claiming heavy losses in cricket
betting.

4 fake cops pull off Vastrapur
heist
Ahmedabad : Four fake police officers and one
of their aides robbed a 55-year-old man of his car
and other valuables, all worth Rs 16.85 lakh, near
the Mansi Circle in Vastrapur on Thursday.
Virendra Singh said in his FIR with the Vastrapur
police that the accused approahed him posing as
police officers from the economic offence wing of
the city crime branch. Singh was taking over phone
to someone from inside his parked car near the
Swaminarayan temple beside the Mansi Circle.
At that time, four men came to him and one of
them introduced himself as Bharat Desai from the
crime branch. He told Singh to get out of his car as
he wanted to check the vehicle.

‘Funds managed well to give
good urban infra’
Gandhinagar : Chief minister Bhupendra Patel
said on Friday that strong financial management
structure has helped the state government and local self-government bodies to work together to provide quality urban infrastructure and facilities to
people. Patel was speaking at the conclave of city
leaders held at GIFT City.
The event was attended by mayors, standing
committee chairpersons, and municipal commissioner of all eight municipal corporations of the
state. Presidents and chilef officers of 22 ‘A’ grade
municipalities were also part of the event. An official release said that office-bearers of urban bodies
were apprised of the latest developments in financial management, affordable housing, and the
Swachh Bharat Mission.

‘GUVNL may have to buy costlier power’
Ahmedabad : Gujarat
Urja Vikas Nigam Ltd
(GUVNL) may have to buy
expensive power from energy exchange if the the
Section 11 of the Electricity
Act 2003 is not extended
beyond December 31, 2022.
This section allows passthrough of imported coal
cost and if the extension is
not announced, some
power generation companies may stop power production.
According to sources,
Union ministry of power
and GUVNL officials recently held a meeting with
representatives of different
power generating companies and asked them to
continue running plants.
However, the companies have demanded that
the ministry or GUVNL
bring some mechanism or

continue Section 11
method to ensure imported coal-based power
plants continue producing
power.
K K Bajaj, former member of state advisory committee for power sector,
said: “GUVNL may see difficulty in getting power from
Essar Power Gujarat Ltd
(EPGL) and Coastal Gujarat
Power Ltd (CGPL) if arrangements like Section 11
of the Electricity Act 2003 is
not in place. This Section
allowed the ministry of
power and GUVNL to allow
pass through coal cost
without the need of getting
modifications of PPA approved by the regulator.”
According to him, the
Section came into effect in
May 2022 when there was
coal shortage and there
was a fear of power supply

disturbance across the
country. “Through this Section, the central government directed all imported
coal based power plants to
run at full capacity to cater
to the growing power demand,” Bajaj said.
As per the Power Purchase Agreement (PPA),
EPGL supplies 1,000 MW
power to GUVNL and CGPL
supplies 1,800 MW to
GUVNL.
“Imported coal prices
have increased like never
before and it has created
burden over power generation companies. Companies
should start blending of Indian and imported coal for
cost saving.
However, if the current
scheme of allowing passthrough of the entire increase in the international
coal price to generators is

Glitches in AUDA portal stall
realty launches; buyers hit too
Ahmedabad : Developers
across
Ahmedabad are anxiously waiting for a slew
of approvals for their
projects as the online development permission
system run by AUDA is
not operational. With the
portal being defunct for
at least a month and a
half, approvals related to
realty project are pending. These include building use permission (BU),
construction plan clearances, and the approval
of progress reports.
According to CREDAI
Ahmedabad officials, at
least 250 projects are
waiting for relevant permissions. This has led to
a confict between buyers
and developers in some

projects as builders are not
able to give possession despite the completion of
project, in the absence of BU
permission.
CREDAI
Ahmedabad president Tejas
Joshi said : “The ODPS system at AUDA has not been
working for almost one and
half months. It has affected
a number of developers.”
Joshi added: “Developers
are not able to submit
project. Similarly, the BU permission process is also not
working.” Joshi went on to
say: “We hope the issue will
be solved soon and hope
that AUDA allows an alternative physical system till
the technical issue is resolved.” According to
sources, ODPS is running
smoothly for other development authorities but there is

some technical issue for
AUDA. The city has registered an increase in demand for housing and
commercial project after
the Covid peak and a
number of developers
have planned ambitious
project. But the delay in
the approval process has
delayed launches. No
AUDA official was available for comment on the
matter. Rushabh Shah, a
city-based developer
who has completed a
project near Sanand
GIDC, said: “We have
been trying to get the BU
permission for almost a
month but the online
system is not working.
Hence we are not able to
give possession to buyers.”

not extended, power companies may stop or decrease the production and
GUVNL will have to buy expensive power from Indian
Energy Exchange (IEX),” he
added. If the Section 11 is
not extended, GUVNL will
have to pay higher prices to
its own subsidiary company, Gujarat State Electricity Corporation Ltd (GSECL)
for 500 MW Sikka plant,
Bajaj said. When contacted
by Reporter EPGL and CGPL
did not comment.
However, sources said
that EPGL may stop importing coal for its Salaya plant
if a mechanism is not developed to aviod huge losses
due to increased price of
imported coal. Currently,
imported coal price is more
than Rs 11,000 per tonne
depending on calorific
value.

of 2019-20 to Rs 47 crore in
the current fiscal, according
to the latest state-level
bankers’ committee (SLBC)
report.
Even over the past two
years, NPAs have declined
by 33% against Rs 71 crore
of bad loans in the second
quarter of FY 2022. However,
NPAs have remained nearly
stagnant over the past one
year, whereas the outstanding amounts rose by about

13%.
The appreciation of the
US dollar against the Indian
rupee coupled with a rise in
incomes of freshers after
they get their degrees have
strengthened repayment
capacities. Bhavin Thaker, a
foreign education consultant said: “Even as many
people lost their jobs during
the Covid-19 peak, fresh
graduates from foreign universities did get jobs with

Man rapes estranged wife
in presence of his brother

Rajkot : A 34-year-old
woman, who living separately from her husband for
the last 11 months, was allegedly raped by him in the
presence of his brother and
a friend in the city. The
woman was also subjected
to torture by the accused,
Rajkot Taluka police station
official said.
The woman reached the
police commissioner’s office
after managing to escape
from a guest house near
Canal Road where she was
forcibly taken by the trio on
December 20. The woman
had married the accused
three years ago after divorcing her first husband.
However, the second
marriage also turned out to
be tumultuous due to frequent domesic squabbles
and she started living separately. She had even lodged
a complaint of domestic violence against him. Accord-

ing to her complaint, her
husband broke open the
door of her house in the
Bhawaninagar area early on

December 20 and barged
inside. She was in the bathroom and was forced to
come out.

Ahmedabad : A team
of prevention of crime
branch of the city police
on Thursday caught three
men and seized 22
bottles of Indian-made
foreign liquor (IMFL)
worth Rs 25,170 and six
live cartridges from their
residence in Anupama
Flats in the Gurukul area
of the city.
According to an FIR
filed with the Vastrapur
police, a team of PCB
raided the flat after receiving an input that
three men were selling liquor illegally.
A team of PCB raided
the flat and found three
accused identified as
Sachin Purohit, 36, a resident of Vastral, Bhalaram
Chaudhary, 30 and Nikhil
Dikshit, 28, both residents
of Anupama Flat in

Gurukul.
On checking their flat,
cops found 22 Indianmade foreign liquor
bottles worth Rs 25,170.
When police frisked
Dikshit, they found six live
cartridges from the
pocket of his trousers.
The FIR stated that
Dikshit could not show
any license for keeping
cartridges.
The FIR mentioned
that there was anothers
accused name Amit
Kishnawat, who fled from
there before the PCB
raided the residential
premise.
Vastrapur police have
registered a complaint of
prohibition act against
purohit, Chaudhary and
Dikshit and a separate
complaint under arms act
was filed against Dikshit.

HC notice to cops after man
arrested in 2020 goes missing
Ahmedabad : The
Gujarat high court on Friday
sought explanation from
the state government and
Gandhinagar district superintendent of police over a
petition filed by a woman
claiming that her husband
was arrested by Dahegam
police two years ago and
has not returned home
since.
Savitaben Chauhan, 45,
from Bardoli Bariya village,
filed a habeas corpus petition urging the court to direct the cops to produce her
husband, Jivaji Chauhan, in
court. Her advocate
Radhesh Vyas submitted
before the bench that Jivaji
was arrested by assistant
sub-inspector Rameshgiri
Goswami on March 21, 2020,
in connection with a scuffle
that took place inthe village.

Hefty packages hasten edu loan repayments
Ahmedabad : Despite
the Covid pandemic, easy
placements and attractive
salary pacakges offered by
companies in both India
and abroad have improved
loan repayment capacities
of young graduates. As a result, non-performing assts
(NPAs) under education
loans given by banks in
Gujarat have delcined by a
whopping 55% from Rs 105
crore in the second quarter

Two nabbed with IMFL, cartridges

decent pay packages.”
Thaker added:“The appreciating US dollar increased
the earnings of students. As
a result, their repayment capacities were better.” The
trend was similar for even
private universities in
Gujarat. The average salary
package went up by at least
40%. “The average package
has gone up from Rs 14.12
lakh per annum to Rs 24.54
lakh per annum in two
years,” said Professor Ahlad
Kumar, placement convener,
DAIICT. “Zero Day of the
placement saw companies
like Google and Microsoft
participating, with a sizable
number of students placed.”
By the end of the second
quarter in FY 2023, education loan outstanding stood
at Rs 3,497 crore.

Vyas said that Jivaji was
taken to Dahegam police
station.
Since the arrest, Jivaji
had disappeared and all efforts to trace him were in
vain. Many representations
were made before the
higher authorities, but no
heed was paid to the
woman’s requests to find
her husband.
It was further submitted
that police papers reveal
that Jivaji was produced before an executive magistrate
of Dahegam. However, the
cops filed A-summary report against Jivaji in the FIR
filed with Dahegam police.
The report said that he was
not found and that the
chances of finding him were
bleak. The lawyer argued
that the claim of the police
that Jivaji was not available

was false because he was
arrested and sent to judicial
custody according to the
records, and produced before an executive magistrate. Besides, there was a
lockdown imposed by the
central government on account of Covid-19 a day after Jivaji’s arrest. The petitioner has stated that she
had been seeking help from
different authorities to trace
her husband who has been
missing for over two years,
but never got a positive reply. She also lost her only
child last year. After hearing
the case, the HC issued notice to the authorities and
asked the government lawyer to ensure that the responsible officer is present
in the courtroom on January
16, when further hearing is
posted.

MoU between SBI and Sabar Dairy
MoU signing ceremony between State Bank of India,
Ahmedabad Circle and Sabarkantha District Cooperative
Milk Producers Union Ltd (Sabar Dairy) was held at Sabar
Dairy Office, Himmatnagar on December 27th, 2022. Under the MoU,
State Bank of
India would be
providing loan
facility to Village Cooperative Societies of
Sabar Dairy for
on-lending to
its member
farmers for
cattle purchase. The rate of interest offered under the tie
up by SBI is one of the lowest in the market. The MoU was
signed by DGM (B&amp;O) Gandhinagar Shri Mithilesh
Kumar and Shri Subhashbhai Patel (MD, Sabar Dairy), in
presence of Shri Surender Rana (CGM, SBI Ahmedabad
Circle), Shri Shamalbhai Patel (Chairman, Sabar Dairy), Shri
R Shailesh Unnithan (GM Network 1, SBI Ahmedabad Circle),
Shri Kamlesh Kumar Sinha (DGM, SBI, ABU and GSS) and
other officials of SBI and Sabar Dairy. Shri Rana in his address highlighted the common goal of social welfare for
both the organizations.

two caught
with rhino horns
Vadodara : Two persons have been arrested for
stocking rhino horns at their home in the city. The accused duo is suspected to be dealing in the horns as
well as other animal parts.The Gujarat Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (GSPCA) had received
information that ivory products were being sold in a
shop near the Kothi area.
A decoy customer was sent to the shop and after
confirmation, a raid was conducted with the help of
the forest department.
Probe revealed that the accused had kept rhino
horns at their home. The duo identified as Kiran Shah
and Jignesh were arrested and a local court remanded them to five days of police custody. Cops are
now trying to find out how they sourced the horns
and if they have sold animals parts in the past.
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CM Bhupendra Patel at Gandhinagar released the calendar of the year-2023.
On this occasion Director of Information Mr. R. K. Mehta, DGPS Shri V. M. Rathore,
Director of Additional Information Mr. Pulak Trivedi, Manager of Government
Photolitho Press etc. were present.
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130 mn Arab population
in poverty: UN survey

SWAT teams descended on a sleepy residential community in Pennsylvania in the early hours of Friday
morning to arrest Idaho murder suspect Bryan Kohberger. Albrightsville, a small town in the heart of the
Poconos Mountains, is more than 2,000 miles from where the gruesome killings took place in Moscow, Idaho,
on November 13. Police say DNA evidence links Kohberger, a 28-year-old criminology PhD student, to the
scene. He has not yet commented publicly but is said to have asked if anyone else had been taken into custody when he was detained. Kohberger is a registered Libertarian, although does not appear to have had any
active social media profiles at the time of his arrest. A relative told The New York Post Kohberger is 'OCD'
about his eating habits and forced his family to buy new pots that had never been used to cook mea

France, Spain, Israel tighten
rules for Chinese travellers
Paris, Dec 31 (IANS)
France, Spain and Israel have
become the latest to join a
growing list of countries, including India, to tighten restrictions against travellers
from China in the wake of
the ongoing Covid-19 resurgence in the Asian giant.
In a statement on Friday,
the French government said
passengers flying from
China would have to
present a negative Covid-19
test less than 48 hours old
before departure, the BBC
reported.
Without specifying a
date, the French Health and
Transport Ministries said the
government would publish
a decree and notify European Union (EU) member
states.Meanwhile, Spanish
Health Minister Carolina
Darias said that "at the national level, we will implement controls at airports
and require travellers from
China to present a negative
Covid test or be fully
vaccinated".Israel has ordered foreign airlines not to
allow people to travel from
China unless they have

tested negative, and asked
its own citizens to avoid unnecessary travel there.
Also on Friday, the UK
and South Korea announced new testing rules,
while the US and India have
already imposed restrictions.
Not all countries have
announced controls, the
BBC reported.
Germany has joined
Australia, France, and Portugal in saying there will be no
new rules yet.
However, Germany's
Health Minister has said the
country is seeking a coordinated system to monitor variants across European
airports.
The
developments
come after China announced it would ease its
restrictions on travel to and
from the country for the first
time after almost three years
of restrictions, the BBC reported.
From January 8, 2023,
quarantine for travellers entering China will end, and
passport applications for
Chinese citizens will resume.

Russia attacks
Ukraine with 16
Iran-made
drones: Kiev
officials
Kiev, Dec 31 (IANS) Officials in Kiev have claimed
that Russia attacked Ukraine
with 16 Iran-made drones
just a day after Moscow
struck cities across the wartorn nation with the latest
barrage of missile deemed
to be one of the largest since
the war began on February
24.Ukrainian military said
that all of Friday's drones
were destroyed, the BBC
reported.In Kiev, an air alert
was announced after 2 a.m.
on Friday and residents
were urged to take
shelter.Five of the drones
were shot down in the air
and two "on approach", the
BBC quoted Kiev Mayor
Vitali Klitschko as saying.Noone was reported injured in
Kiev, but windows in two
buildings were damaged,
Klitschko added.
A fire was also started by
one of the drones in a fourstorey administrative building, according to the presidential office.

Beirut, Dec 31 (IANS) A
survey released by the UN
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) has said that poverty affects one-third of the
Arab region's population,
excluding the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
and Libya.
Dubbed "Survey of Economic and Social Developments in the Arab Region,"
it added that "poverty, measured against national poverty lines, increased to affect
130 million people in Arab
countries".
The survey expects a further rise in poverty levels in
the next two years, reaching
36 per cent of the population in 2024, Xinhua news
agency reported.The survey
expects a further rise in poverty levels in the next two
years, reaching 36 per cent
of the population in 2024,
Xinhua news agency reported.
Moreover, the Arab region registered the world's

highest unemployment rate
in 2022 at 12 per cent, said
the survey, adding that
there may be a very slight
decrease in 2023 to 11.7 per
cent, owing to post-Covid19 economic recovery
efforts.It expects the
region's economy to grow
by 4.5 per cent in 2023 and
3.4 per cent in 2024.
Ahmed Moummi, the
lead author of the survey,
said that GCC and other oilexporting countries will
continue to benefit from
higher energy prices, while
oil-importing countries will
suffer from several socioeconomic challenges, including rising energy costs,
food supply shortages, and
drop in both tourism and international aid inflows.
Moummi noted that oilexporting Arab countries
should diversify their economies away from the energy
sector by investing in
projects that generate inclusive growth and sustainable
development. --IANS

N.Korea fires 3 short-range
ballistic missiles: Seoul military
Seoul, Dec 31 (IANS)
North Korea fired three
short-range ballistic missiles
into the East Sea on Saturday, a day after South Korea
conducted a test flight of a
homegrown solid-propellant space rocket, Seoul's
military said.
The South's Joint Chiefs
of Staff (JCS) said it detected
the
launches
from
Chunghwa county, some 60
km south of Pyongyang,
from 8 a.m. and that the missiles travelled some 350 km
before splashing into the
sea, reports Yonhap News
Agency.
It did not provide other
details, saying the intelligence authorities of the
South
and the US are conducting a detailed analysis on
the missiles' specifics.
The JCS denounced the
launches as an act of "significant provocation" that
harms peace and stability
not only on the Korean Peninsula but also in the international community, and a
"clear" breach of UN Security Council resolutions.
"We strongly condemn

them and call for an immediate stop," the JCS said in a
text message sent to reporters.
"Our military will maintain a solid readiness posture based on capabilities to
respond overwhelmingly to
any North Korean provocations."
The North appears to

have fired the missiles toward a preset target on
Alseom, an uninhabited island off the North's east
coast, according to an informed source.
The US Indo-Pacific
Command said that while
the launches do not pose an
immediate threat to Washington or its allies, they highlight the "destabilising" impact of the North's "unlawful" weapons of mass de-

struction and ballistic missile programs.
"The US commitments
to the defence of the Republic of Korea and Japan
remain ironclad," it said in a
statement on its website.
On Friday, South Korea
conducted the test of the
space launch vehicle as part
of efforts to strengthen its
space-based reconnaissance and surveillance capabilities, according to the
Defence Ministry.
Saturday's
missile
launch came as Pyongyang
is expected to announce its
policy goals for 2023 following this week's Central Committee plenary meeting of
the ruling Workers' Party.
The
saber-rattling
added to tensions caused
by North Korean drone infiltrations on Monday.
The North previously
fired two short-range ballistic missiles into the East Sea
on December 23, less than a
week after its launch of two
medium-range ones.
The country launched
around 70 ballistic missiles
in 2022 alone, marking a
single-year record.--IANS

Turkish central bank aims to
increase lira share in bank deposits

REBECCA ENGLISH: It's already clear that the new 'Carolean era' will represent a more modern monarchy than ever before. And while it has not been without the odd bump - more of which later - courtiers are quietly pleased at how
well Charles's first 100 or so days as King have gone. 'Everything His Majesty has
done has hit the right tone,' his former communications chief, Kristina Kyriacou,
tells me. 'Both the King and Queen Consort have just got on with things and are
taking care of business. The King has really come across as the elder statesman
and seems to have grown in stature. He has always been a fantastic listener and
convener.

Christmas cheer returns in Botswana
after 2 yrs of Covid-19 curbs
Gaborone, Dec 31 (IANS)
With giant evergreen trees,
colourful balloons in the
streets, and selfies in the
shopping malls, Christmas
cheer has returned to
Botswana after two years of
Covid-19-related restrictions.
The malls' physical ambiance has been refashioned and reshaped with
enchanting seasonal decor,
invoking a strong look, feel
and sound of Christmas
cheer that was last experi-

enced in 2019 before Covid19 broke out in the country
in March 2020.In addition,
soothing non-stop music
streams through the walkways and appears to usher
patrons in and out of also
well-decorated stores and
the food vending areas
closer to the main shopping
malls in this southern African country."This festive
season saw residents being
able to celebrate as we did
in the pre-pandemic days,"
Godisang Radisigo, Mayor of

Francistown, Botswana's
second-largest city, told
Xinhua on Friday in an interview.The bright decorations
and special offerings bring
back pre-pandemic memories. Botswanans miss the
Christmas cheer."
In the Christmas message to the nation, President
Mokgweetsi Masisi said that
this festive season will be
different from the previous
two seasons which were
characterised by Covid-19
health restrictions.

Ankara, Dec 31 (IANS)
Turkey's central bank announced its plan to increase
the share of the Turkish lira
in the country's bank deposits to 60 per cent by the
middle of 2023.
"Policies to be implemented
under
the
'Liraization Strategy' will
continue to be used in a
strengthened manner to
permanently increase the
weight of the Turkish lira in
both assets and liabilities of
the banking system. Accordingly, the liraization target in

deposits is set at 60 per cent
for the first half of 2023,"
said the Turkish central bank
said in a statement on Friday.
The central bank has
been implementing a
"liraization" policy aiming to
stabilise the pressure on its
local currency. The current
lira share in Turkish banks
stands at 53 per cent, Xinhua
news agency reported.
It also noted its decision
to maintain the 5 per cent
medium-term inflation
target.The country's annual

inflation eased to 84.4 per
cent in November, from a
24-year high of 85.5 per
cent the previous month,
slowing for the first time in
18 months, official data
showed.
The Turkish government embarked in late 2021
on a loose monetary policy
to boost exports and create
new jobs to lower the
chronic current account
deficit, which accentuated
the national currency's decline against hard currencies.

US House panel releases redacted
version of Trump's tax returns
Washington, Dec 31
(IANS) The US House Ways
and Means Committee has
released a redacted version
of former President Donald
Trump's tax returns.
The documents include
six years of tax information
for the time Trump, a Republican, served as US President
and campaigned for the
White House, from 2015 to
2020.
The House panel, led by
Democrats, released a report on Trump's taxes last
week, showing that he paid
little-to-no federal income
taxes while claiming business losses, Xinhua news
agency reported.

Trump responded to the
release of his tax returns on
Friday, saying that "the
Democrats should have
never done it".
"The radical, left Democrats have weaponised everything, but remember,
that is a dangerous two-way
street!" warned Trump.
Trump refused to release his tax returns during
his 2016 presidential campaign and four years in the
White House, breaking a
precedent in US politics.
US Congressman Don
Beyer, who sits on the House
Ways and Means Committee, said on Friday that
Trump "abused the power

of his office to block basic
transparency on his finances and conflict of
interest"."Trump used questionable or poorly substantiated deductions and a
number of other tax avoidance schemes as justification to pay little or no federal income tax in several of
the years examined," the Virginia Democrat added.
Trump, who launched a
third bid for the White
House last month, has repeatedly criticised investigations related to him, calling them politically motivated.
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13 IS militants killed in Iraq in
past 2 days
Baghdad, Dec 31 (IANS) The Iraqi military has
said that the latest airstrikes in the eastern province
of Diyala have killed 13 Islamic State (IS) militants.
A statement by the media office of the Iraqi Joint
Operations Command (JOC) quoted JOC's Deputy
Commander Lieutenant General Qais alMohammadawi as saying on Friday that up to 13 IS
militants were killed in seven airstrikes in the past
two days.
JOC said in a statement on Wednesday that their
aircraft bombarded two hideouts housing nearly 10
IS militants in the Narin area, nearly 175 km northeast of the capital Baghdad, possibly killing all of
them, Xinhua news agency reported.
Over the past months, Iraqi security forces have
conducted operations against extremist militants to
crack down on their intensified activities.
The security situation in Iraq has been improving since the defeat of the IS in 2017. However, its
remnants have since melted into urban centres,
deserts, and rugged areas, carrying out frequent
guerilla attacks against security forces and civilians.

Tunisia extends state of
emergency for 1 month
Tunis, Dec 31 (IANS) Tunisian President Kais Saied
has decided to extend the state of emergency imposed across the country for one month.
"Saied decided to extend the state of emergency
in the entire territory of the republic for one month,
starting from January 1, 2023, until January 30,
2023," said the official gazette Journal of the Republic of Tunisia (JORT) on Friday.
The state of emergency in Tunisia was first declared on November 24, 2015, following a bloody
bomb attack on a bus of the presidential guards,
which killed 12 agents, Xinhua news agency
reported.Tunisian emergency law allows the authorities' exceptional powers, including carrying out
home arrests, banning official meetings, imposing
curfews, monitoring media and press, prohibiting
assemblies, and media censorship without permission from the judiciary.On February 18, Saied decided to extend the state of emergency imposed
across the country until the end of 2022.

Venezuelan economy grows over
17% in first three quarters of
2022
Caracas, Dec 31 (IANS) The Venezuelan economy
grew 17.73 per cent in the first three quarters of
2022 compared to the same period in 2021, with
positive growth in most sectors, the Central Bank of
Venezuela said.
During the first quarter of the year, the GDP expanded by 17.45 per cent at constant prices, while
in the second it grew by 23.3 per cent and in the
third, by 13.22 per cent, the bank said in a report on
Friday.
Public sector productivity grew by 20.03 per cent
in the first three quarters, while private sector productivity grew by 15.55 per cent, the report added.
Among the sectors with the highest growth over
the period were transportation and storage (54.35
per cent), manufacturing (39.61 per cent) and commerce (25.28 per cent), Xinhua news agency reported.

Foreign direct investment in
Morocco up 45% in first 11
months
Rabat, Dec 31 (IANS) The foreign direct investment in Morocco increased by 45.7 per cent to $2.3
billion in the first 11 months of 2022 compared to
the same period last year, the country's Foreign Exchange Office said.
The North African country's trade deficit increased by 56.9 per cent year-on-year by the end of
November, according to the report published by the
office on Friday.The deficit comes as a result of a
faster growth of imports, which rose 42.3 per cent
to $64.7 billion, while exports rose 33.1 per cent to
$37.3 billion, Xinhua news agency reported.The energy bill has more than doubled to $13.6 billion
during the first 11 months, according to the report.

US records over 20 mn flu
illnesses this season: CDC
estimates
Los Angeles, Dec 31 (IANS) There have been at
least 20 million illnesses, 210,000 hospitalisations,
and 13,000 deaths from flu so far this season in the
US, according to the latest estimates released by the
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC).Seasonal influenza activity remains high but
continues to decline in most areas, according to the
CDC on Friday.More than 18,800 people were
hospitalised due to flu in the US in the latest week
ending December 24, CDC data showed.Fourteen
influenza-associated pediatric deaths were reported
this week, for a total of 61 pediatric flu deaths reported so far this season, Xinhua news agency reported.

New Omicron subvariant
accounts for over 40% of new
Covid-19 cases in US
Los Angeles, Dec 31 (IANS) New Omicron
subvariant XBB.1.5 is estimated to account for 40.5
per cent of Covid-19 cases in the US in the week
ending December 31, nearly doubling from the previous week, according to data updated by the US
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
XBB.1.5 made up 21.7 per cent of the total cases
in the previous week ending December 24, Xinhua
news agency reported.

Romania's population Zimbabwe to commission mashrinking, aging: Census jor mining projects in 2023

Bucharest, Dec 31 (IANS)
Romania's population continues to decline and the
only population group that
is increasing in size is the
elderly, preliminary census
data published by the National Institute of Statistics
(INS) showed.The country's
current population is 19.05
million, 1.1 million less than
in the previous census taken
in 2011, Xinhua news
agency reported.
Of the total population,
9.8 million were female, accounting for 51.5 per cent,
the INS said on Friday, adding that 9.941 million
people, or 52.2 per cent of

the total population, lived in
urban areas.
The country's demographic aging index
dropped to 121.2 elderly
people per 100 young
people compared to 101.8
in the previous census.
The share of the population aged 65 years and
above in the total population increased by nearly half
a million people, or 3.5 percentage points, from 16.1
per cent in 2011 to 19.6 per
cent in 2021.Information on
ethnicity was available for
16.5 million people out of
the total of 19.05 million
people.

Harare, Dec 31 (IANS)
Several large-scale mining
projects that are still under
construction will be com-

missioned in 2023 as Zimbabwe seeks to accelerate the
growth of its extractive sector, an official said.The

projects to be commissioned, three of them in
lithium mining and processing, are expected to play a
critical role in driving mining sector growth, one of
the mainstays of the
country's
economy,
Zimbabwe's Mines and Mining Development Minister
Winston Chitando told the
press on Friday.Other
projects in platinum, coal,
gold and other minerals will
also be commissioned in the
coming year, Chitando said.
He added that Zimbabwe had made significant
strides in promoting the

value addition of minerals
domestically, particularly
lithium, Xinhua news
agency reported.
"We are happy that the
lithium players are happy to
develop into the lithium
value chain so that at the
end of the day we also have
material that is ready to go
into battery production."
According to the Ministry, the country saw a huge
leap in mineral exports in
2021 compared to the previous year.Zimbabwe's mining sector is highly diversified and is strategic to the
country's economy.
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Iran's military kicked off its annual drill on Friday in the coastal area near the
strategic Strait of Hormuz. Military will engage in 'wargames' dubbed 'Zolfaghar1401' along with drones, fighter jets, helicopters, military transport aircraft and
submarines, it has been reported. Iran regularly holds such drills to improve its
defensive power and test weapons.
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Will airlift Pant to New Delhi if medically
advisable, says DDCA president Rohan Jaitley

AUS v SA, 3rd Test: Setback for
Proteas as Theunis de Bruyn
returns home for family reasons
Sydney, Dec 31 (I(ANS) As if their embarrassing
defeats in the first two Tests against Australia were
not enough, South Africa suffered another setback
when top-order batter Theunis de Bruyn was declared unavailable for the third and final match as
he had to return home for family reasons.
De Bruyn returned home for the birth of his first
child and thus forced South Africa to make at least
one change for the third and final Test starting at
the Sydney Cricket Ground on January 4.
De Bruyn came into South Africa's playing XI for
the Boxing Day Test in Melbourne at the expense of
Rassie van der Dussen, but could only manage 12
and 28 runs in the two innings as South Africa lost
by an innings and 182 runs. He was warned by
Mitchell Starc for backing up too far in the second
innings.
With South Africa's batters already struggling to
find their feet against a strong bowling attack put
up by the hosts in both Tests, de Bruyn's absence
will further add to their problems and impact South
Africa's hope of at least winning the inconsequential match and give some respectability to the
scoreline.

Cristiano Ronaldo (left) has signed for Saudi Arabian side Al-Nassr on a sensational £175million-a-year
contract following his tumultuous exit from Manchester United in November. Ronaldo, 37, had been a free
agent after leaving United in the wake of his damning and controversial interview with Piers Morgan (right).
And Al-Nassr have now confirmed Ronaldo has put pen to paper, with reports in Saudi Arabia stating he has
signed on a two-year deal. The Saudi Pro League club announced his arrival in a tweet saying: 'The world's
greatest athlete officially signed for Al-Nassr'. His decision to move to Saudi Arabia effectively ends his career at the top level. It is thought Ronaldo had been hoping to secure a switch to a Champions League club
but it never materialised.

PAK v NZ: Tim Southee defends
his tactics as Black Caps miss a
chance in drawn Test

I like that feeling of having real pride on your
wicket: Ashton Agar on potential Test return

K0arachi, Dec 31 (IANS) New Zealand's new Test
captain Tim Southee has defended his tactics after
the Black Caps failed to force victory in the opening
Test against Pakistan and had to settle for a draw
despite taking a strong position in the match.
New Zealand were unable to bowl out Pakistan
on the fifth and final day of the match after getting
Imam-ul-Haq, who rescued the hosts from a difficult position with help from wicketkeeper-batter
Sarfaraz Ahmed (53), out with the hosts leading by
just 30 runs and with just three wickets in hand.
Saud Shakeel (55 not out) and No. 9 batter
Mohammad Wasim (43) raised 71 runs for the eighth
wicket and Pakistan skipper Babar Azam made a
sudden declaration to set New Zealand a target of
138 runs. The visitors eventually could manage to
reach 61/1 in 23 overs as bad light forced an early
end to the match.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS)
Ahead of his potential return to Test cricket,
Australias left-arm spin allrounder Ashton Agar said
batting at No. 7 in the longest format of the game gives
him the feeling of having
real pride in his wicket,
which he likes.
Agar made his debut in Tests for Australia in 2013, making a
famous 98 with the bat
against England in the
Ashes and last played
a longer format match
in 2017, apart from 63
first-class appearances
bringing three centuries.
Now, with injuries
to Mitchell Starc and
Cameron Green, Agar
is back in an Australian
Test team and could partner
with premier off-spinner
Nathan Lyon on a spinfriendly pitch at the SCG.
"I often bat seven for WA.
I've batted six for WA and
made a hundred there before. It's a really important
spot and I like that feeling of
having real pride on your
wicket.
It really switches you on

Football: Cristiano Ronaldo joins
Saudi Arabian club Al Nassr FC
in deal extending till 2025
Riyadh (Saudi Arabia), Dec 31 (IANS) Portuguese
football legend Cristiano Ronaldo has joined the Al
Nassr Football Club of Saudi Arabia in a surprise deal
that him keep him in the country till 2025
The Saudi Arabian club announced on Saturday
that it has officially signed the 37-year-old Portuguese superstar, confirming the news that had broken out during the 2022 World Cup in Qatar that
ended a few weeks back.
"History in the making. This is a signing that will
not only inspire our club to achieve even greater
success but inspire our league, our nation and future generations, boys and girls to be the best version of themselves. Welcome, Cristiano to your new
home," the club based in Riyadh said on its official
social media account on Saturday.

and with that extra little bit
of hype with it being a Test
match and against an extremely good bowling attack, there is a lot of responsibility there," Agar was
quoted as saying by
cricket.com.au on Saturday.
The potential pairing of
Lyon and Agar may be a

good look-in for Australia
ahead of the tour of India
next year in February-March.
Agar's return puts him in a
pole position to be the second spinner on the tour of
India and is keen to strike a
spin-bowling partnership
with Lyon.
"We're very different
bowlers, I probably rely a lot
more on variations and

changes of pace where
Gazza (Lyon) has the best
off-break in the world, it's
amazing how many revs he
puts on the ball and his ability to hit one spot on the
wicket is remarkable," Agar
said.
"That is bloody hard to
do, so for me, bowling with
him is not trying to
bowl like him, it's trying to complement
him and work as a
partnership, but we
have to do that in our
own ways if that opportunity was to
arise.
In the last two
years, Agar has only
played three firstclass matches fetching him only seven
wickets, majorly due
to him being a regular in
Australia's
white-ball
matches. But he is still keen
to play Test cricket.
"It certainly helps me
enjoy my bowling a lot
more, I don't like trying to
bowl six dot balls in a row - I
actually find that not overly
exciting... I've never really
bowled that way over my
career.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS)
Injured India wicket-keeper
batter Rishabh Pant will be
shifted to New Delhi for further treatment, especially
for plastic surgery resulting
from the burn injuries he
suffered in the car accident
in which he was involved on
Friday morning.
Delhi and District Cricket
Association (DDCA) president Rohan Jaitley said if
needed and medically advisable, his organisation will
airlift Pant from Dehradun
to New Delhi for his plastic
surgery.
"If medically advisable,
we'll airlift Rishabh Pant to
Delhi for plastic surgery. We
are in constant touch with
Max Hospital Dehradun,"
DDCA president Rohan
Jaitley told IANS on
Saturday.Meanwhile, the results of Pant's MRI of the
brain and spine are normal,
said a medical bulletin, after

the cricketer suffered in a serious car accident near
Roorkee, Uttarakhand on
Friday morning.
The 25-year-old has also
undergone plastic surgery
to manage his facial injuries,
lacerated wounds and abrasions while the MRI scans of
his ankle and knee have
been postponed till Saturday because of pain and
swelling.
Pant has two cuts on his
forehead, a ligament tear in
his right knee and has also
hurt his right wrist, ankle,
and toe and has suffered
abrasion injuries on his back,
The accident took place
in the early hours of Friday,
when Pant was driving to
Roorkee from Delhi. His car,
which was severely damaged in the accident, is reported to have hit the divider on the road and subsequently caught fire on the
Delhi-Dehradun highway.

Exciting line-up of players like Jofra Archer
confirmed as wild card picks for SA20
New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS)
All six SA20 teams have
roped in an exciting line-up
of wild card picks for the
maiden competition set to
start from January 10, 2023.
The six SA20 franchise
teams were given the opportunity to sign a wild card
player to add to their squads
after the inaugural auction
was completed.
Teams were allowed to
sign a South African or an
overseas player until December 31. There has been
a heavy influence of acquiring cricketers with local
knowledge of the conditions with four of-the teams
opting for South Africabased players.
MI Cape Town broke the
trend by signing England
superstar fast bowler Jofra
Archer, with the 2019 ODI
World Cup-winning hero set
to debut in the tournament
opener against Paarl Royals
at Newlands, while Durban's
Super Giants have recruited
Sri Lankan mystery spinner
Akila Dananjaya.
The South African local
talent is headlined by Proteas men's all-rounder
Andile Phehlukwayo, with

the 26-year-old set to join
his former national teammate JP Duminy's side at
Boland Park.
Phehlukwayo is an experienced international cricketer who has played four
Test matches, 74 ODI's and

38 T20Is for the Proteas. He
is particularly adept with the
ball where his skill set which
includes a well-disguised
slower ball is tailor-made for
the conditions in Paarl.
The Johannesburg Super Kings have also opted
for an experienced campaigner by bringing former
Proteas international spinner Aaron Phangiso back to
the Wanderers.
Phangiso played 21
ODIs and 16 T20Is for the
Proteas and remains one of
the most economical spin-

ners in the shortest format
of the game with an
economy of just 7.77.
There has been a heavy
focus on the spin with
Pretoria Capitals also adding
left-arm spinner Senuran
Muthusamy to their squad.
Muthusamy, who is also a
useful lower-order batter,
played two Test matches
for South Africa.
The Sunrisers Eastern
Cape have, though, continued their investment in
young talent with the acquisition of the talented
Jordan Hermann. The 21year-old has been in prolific form this season and is
well-acquainted with the St
George's Park pitch.
SA20 will be in a direct
clash with UAE's ILT20, also
scheduled to begin in January. Both leagues will be operating at the time when
Australia's Big Bash League
(BBL) will be on.
SA20 will be the third
time South Africa would be
attempting to launch a franchise T20 league in the
country. In its previous attempts, the attempt to start
Global League T20 failed to
happen in 2017.
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Apple may cut prices of base,
Plus models of iPhone 15
San Francisco, Dec 31
(IANS) Tech giant Apple is
reportedly considering an
iPhone 15 price cut which
will apply to the base model
as well as the Plus model.
According to Macworld,
reports have consistently
indicated that demand for
the iPhone 14 Pro and Pro
Max was higher than expected, with lower demand
for the base model iPhone
14 -- particularly the iPhone
14 Plus.While the iPhone 14

Plus starts at $899, the
iPhone 14 Pro Max, which
has the same screen size,
costs just $200 more with
numerous additional features -- A16 chip, ProMotion
display and Dynamic Island,
telephoto camera, and
stainless-steel design.
According to a post by
yeux1122 on Naver (translation), it is "highly likely" that
Apple lowers the price of
the iPhone 15 Plus, said the
report.

Top 5 gadgets that grabbed
the eyeballs in India in 2022
By Ayushi Jain
New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS)
We live in a world of amazing technological advancement, portable smart gadgets and intelligent devices.
With so many fascinating
devices available today, it
might be challenging to
identify the ones that you
should actually purchase.
Indians are slowly but
steadily getting used to
smart home devices and the
tech companies have
doubled their efforts to woo
more users in the country.
From smart air purifier to
floor-cleaning vacuum robots, the Internet of Things
(IoT ) product categories
have increased significantly
for the consumers.
Here are the top 5 picks
from the lot.
1. Amazon Echo Show
10 The Echo Show 10 is
Amazon's most advanced
Echo smart home device
that comes with a 10.1-inch
HD display, 13MP front-facing camera, premium sound
and intelligent motion that
moves the display to face
you as you interact with
Alexa.
It uses advanced computer vision algorithms to
help make users' homes
smarter and more secure.
Users can securely access a live feed from Echo
Show 10 through the Alexa
application
on
a
smartphone."Echo Show

10's intelligent motion capability makes any place in
the room the perfect location to enjoy visuals on the
HD display combined with
an enhanced audio experience," Parag Gupta, Head of
Amazon Devices India, had
said in a statement.
At launch, Echo Show 10
was priced at Rs 24,999.
2. Apple Watch Series 8
Apple Watch Series 8 offers an always-on retina display with up to 1,000 nits of
brightness. It also comes
with temperature sensing,
an innovative new sensor
which provides insights into
users' overall wellness and
enables advanced Cycle
Tracking features.
Series 8 smartwatches
also provide advanced
health features with which
wearers can take an electrocardiogram (ECG) anytime
and anywhere and can also
measure their blood oxygen
level.It also comes with a
'Crash Detection' feature
which detects if users have
been in a serious car crash
and automatically connects
them to emergency services
and notifies their emergency contacts.
Moreover, it offers an
enhanced workout application that elevates users'
training with new advanced
metrics, custom workouts
and multisport functionality.

Moreover, the smaller
6.1-inch model, which starts
at $799, would also be affected if the price were cut
to $849 or $799.
By removing the $699
mini model, Apple effectively raised the cost of the
iPhone 14, which may have
affected sales.
However, it's unclear
whether Apple is considering a price cut for the iPhone
14 Plus, according to the
report.Meanwhile, iPhone
15 Ultra is likely to launch at
a starting price of $1,299, a
significant increase from the
iPhone 14 Pro Max's starting
price of $1,099.
The higher price is because of the rising production costs, the need to maintain profit margins and the
inclusion of higher quality
materials such as titanium in
the
chassis, reports
Gizmochina.

Meta acquires 3D smart
glass maker Luxexcel

San Francisco, Dec 31
(IANS) Meta (formerly
Facebook) has acquired the
Netherlands-based 3D
smart glass maker Luxexcel,
as it doubles down on its
metaverse dream in 2023.
Luxexcel can integrate
the elements needed to create an augmented reality
(AR) experience within a
prescription lens, such as
holographic film and projectors, reports The Verge.
Meta, however, did not
disclose the sum it spent on
acquiring the company.
"We're excited that the
Luxexcel team has joined
Meta, deepening the existing partnership between
the two companies," Meta
said in a statement.
Luxexcel's 3D printed
prescription lenses can be
used inside AR glasses.
In 2021, the company
partnered with WaveOptics
that provides the displays
for Snap's Spectacles.

Motorola's Moto Watch 100 to
offer iPhone music control in 2023
San Francisco, Dec 31
(IANS) Motorola will reportedly offer iPhone music control in Moto Watch 100 in its
2023 update, which will let
users manage their music
playback, as part of several
updates to
the
now
budget-foc u s e d
smartwatch.
According
to
AppleInsider,
the Moto
Watch 100
was initially
launched in December 2021
as a budget-focused
smartwatch.The music control app is compatible with
iOS
and
Android
smartphones and tablets,
enabling it to be used by
Apple users.
With the new Moto
Watch 100, fall detection
and emergency alerts will
be included along with
heart-rate monitoring, SPO2

oxygen saturation alerts,
and daily updates, according to the report.
It is proposed that the
Moto Watch 100 can be
used to monitor the health
of vulnerable family members, such as those
who live alone and
have no one to
help them.
This will include a focus on
managing senior
health, performed
via family-sharing
software so other
family members
can track and communicate
with seniors in real time.
The Moto Watch 100 is
priced at $99.99, said the
report.The watch offers 28
sports modes, integration w
and fitness goals, the watch
also boasts excellent battery
life, also after a 60-minute
charge, the watch will be
able to last for up to two
weeks before needing another charge, the report
added.

Meanwhile, Meta has
planned to shut down its
video calling smart display
'Portal' and its two
unreleased smartwatches
projects, as the company
eliminated 11,000 jobs.
At the company's earnings call, Meta Founder and
CEO Mark Zuckerberg said
that the new high-end VR
headset would deliver highresolution mixed reality to
blend virtual objects into
the physical environment
around the users."Our goal
for the Quest Pro line over
the next several years was to
enable more and more
people to get their work reality even better than they
could on PCs," said
Zuckerberg.However, Meta
is reportedly struggling to
gain and keep users on its
social virtual reality ( VR)
platform called Horizon
Worlds -- its biggest bet to
fulfil its $10 billion
metaverse dream.

Scientists bounce radio waves off
asteroid that just passed Earth

Washington, Dec 31
(IANS) A group of researchers has sent radio signals
into space with the purpose
of bouncing them off a 500feet asteroid to learn about
its interior.
The High Frequency Active Auroral Research
Programme (HAARP), a
powerful transmitter in remote Alaska, aimed its antennas at asteroid 2010
XC15, a space rock
categorised as a near-Earth
potentially hazardous asteroid, to send long wavelength radio signals.
The results of the experiment could aid efforts to
defend Earth from larger asteroids that could cause significant damage.
"We will be analysing
the data over the next few
weeks and hope to publish
the results in the coming
months," said Mark Haynes,

Samsung hires ex-Mercedes
designer to lead its MX design team
Seoul, Dec 1 (IANS)
Samsung Electronics on
Friday announced that it
has hired former chief
design
officer
of
Mercedes-Benz China,
Hubert H. Lee, as executive vice-president (EVP)
and head of its MX (Mobile eXperience) design
team.
Lee brings more than
two decades of design
and leadership experience with him to
Samsung, the tech giant
said in a blogpost.Lee
brings more than two
decades of design and
leadership experience
with him to Samsung, the
tech giant said in a
blogpost.
At Mercedes-Benz,
Lee was credited with
leading numerous design projects and won
multiple awards for his
leadership of the
company’s design teams
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in China and the United
States.
In his new role at
Samsung, Lee will oversee
the MX design team, which
is in-charge of creating
Galaxy products like S Series, Z Series, Galaxy Tab,
Galaxy Watch and more.
His innovative perspective will help “shape
the look and feel of Galaxy,
building on the distinct
design ethos that users
know and love”, the company said.
“Samsung is known for
building some of the
world’s most beautiful
products with designs that
have transformed the mobile industry,” said Lee.
“I am excited to join a
company that is on the
bleeding edge of mobile
innovation and lead the
team responsible for creating new mobile experiences through the art of
design,” he added.

lead investigator on the
project and a radar systems
engineer at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in
Southern California.
This experiment was the
first time an asteroid observation was attempted at

such low frequencies.
"This shows the value of
HAARP as a potential future
research tool for the study of
near-Earth objects," he
added.
Several programmes exist to quickly detect asteroids, determine their orbit
and shape and image their
surface, either with optical

telescopes or the planetary
radar of the Deep Space
Network, NASA's network of
large and highly sensitive
radio antennas in California,
Spain and Australia.
Long wavelength radio
signals can reveal the interior of objects.
HAARP, using three powerful generators, began
transmitting chirping signals of long wavelength this
week and continued sending them uninterrupted until the scheduled end of the
12-hour experiment.
Data analysis is expected to take several
weeks.
Asteroid Apophis, discovered in 2004, will make
its closest approach to Earth
on April 13, 2029. It will
come within about 20,000
miles of Earth, closer than
the many geostationary satellites orbiting the planet.

New Twitter navigation
tools arriving in Jan: Musk
New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS)
Elon Musk on Saturday announced that new navigation features will arrive on
Twitter in the New Year, as he
aims to rejig the whole experience to make the platform faster.
"Twitter
navigation coming in January
that allows swiping to the side to
switch between
recommended
&
followed
tweets, trends,
topics, etc," he said in a
tweet."Until then, tap the
star icon on the upper right
of the home screen to
switch," he added.
Musk said that it is good
to switch back and forth.
"As we improve Twitter
AI, recommended tweets,
lists and topics will become
awesome," he noted.
On swiping across Lists
on Twitter, Musk said that
that will also happen.

A user asked him if they
can also sort people they
follow by categories. Musk
was yet to reply to that.
As promised by the Twitter CEO, the "view counts for
tweets" feature has become
a hit among
users.
Twitter
has also updated the list
of features for
its Blue service, which
mentioned
that subscribers paying for the $8 per
month service will now get
"prioritised rankings in
conversations."The Blue
subscribers can also upload
videos up to 60 minutes
long from around the web
at 1080p resolution and 2GB
in file size.Earlier, Twitter
Blue subscribers were only
able to upload 10-minutelong videos on the platform
at 1080p resolution with a
file size limit of 512MB.
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The Bahamas seizes $3.5 bn in FTX
digital assets as ex-CEO faces trial
San Francisco, Dec 31
(IANS) The government in
The Bahamas has seized
$3.5 billion in FTX digital assets, as its former CEO Sam
Bankman-Fried faces a trial
in the US.
The country's Securities
Commission took control of
the assets soon after the
crypto exchange filed for
bankruptcy in the US in November, reports revealed
late on Friday.
The Securities Commission of The Bahamas said in
a statement that it took the
action of directing the transfer of all digital assets of under the custody or control of
FTXDM (FTX Digital Markets
Ltd) or its principals, valued
at more than $3.5 billion,
based on market pricing at
the time of transfer, to digital wallets controlled by the
Commission, for safekeeping.
"While certain token
protocols may require the
burning of old tokens and
the simultaneous minting of
new replacement tokens to
effect transfer, in no case, did

the process involve the creation of any additional tokens," it informed.
The regulator "determined that there was a significant risk of imminent dissipation as to the digital assets under the custody or
control of FTXDM to the
prejudice of its customers
and creditors".
The Commission said it
will continue to investigate
the causes of FTX's failure,
and take such further actions as needed to preserve
the assets of FTXDM and to
safeguard the interests of
customers and creditors.
Bankman-Fried has
been released on a $250
million bond in the US, "the
largest-ever pretrial bond",
amid his trial for committing
fraud and other criminal
charges.He will face his next
hearing in New York City on
January 3, 2023.
Bankman-Fried was
charged by the US Attorney
for the Southern District
with eight counts including
securities fraud and money
laundering.
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Centre receives
Rs 903 cr as
dividend from
Indian Railway
Finance
Corporation

New Delhi, Dec 1 (IANS)
The Central government has
received Rs 903 crore and Rs
78 crore from the Indian
Railway Finance Corporation Ltd (IRFC) and RITES Ltd
respectively as dividend
tranches.
Department of investment and public asset management (DIPAM) tweeted
the information through the
Twitter handle of DIPAM
secretary Tuhin Kanta
Pandey.It further informed
that Rs 503 crore and Rs 66
crore have also been received from Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) and
Rashtriya Chemicals and
Fertilizers Ltd (RCFL) respectively as dividend tranches.
Public sector undertakings (PSUs) are required to
pay to the government a
minimum annual dividend
of 30 per cent of their profits or 5 per cent of their net
worth, whichever is higher.

Global cellular IoT module
market grows only 2% in Q3
New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS)
Global cellular internet of
things (IoT) module shipments grew by only 2 per
cent (on-year) in Q3 2022, as
China led the market followed by North America
and Europe.According to a
report by Counterpoint Research, China's shipments
decreased 8 per cent (YoY)
in Q3 due to a resurgence of
Covid-19 cases.
Automotive, router/CPE,
PC, industrial and point of
sale (POS) were the top five
applications in terms of
value in Q3.
However, some of this
demand decline was offset
by an increase in the residential, smart door lock, patient monitoring, registrar
device, smoke detector,
drone, smart meter and automotive applications.
Senior Research Analyst
Soumen Mandal said that
the IoT module market is
undergoing changes as demand for low-end technologies like 2G and 3G declines

SEBI: Many Mumbai IT defaulters
operated from dingy ‘chawls’!
By Quaid Najmi
Mumbai, Dec 30 (IANS)
In a curious revelation, the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) has
found that several ‘missing’
Income Tax defaulters were
operating from dingy
chawls in Mumbai.
In a new announcement,
the SEBI has published a
black-list of‘untraceable defaulters’, some who are missing since 2014, and hence it
has been unable to serve
them the Notices of Demand.
A few of the SEBI listers
operating from tenements
are: Prakash Gaurishankar
Joshi, from Dilkhush Chawl
No. 3 in Borivali east, untraceable since August 2018;
Ashok Bhagat of H-19 Ramji
Gupta Chawl in Santacruz
west, unavailable since June
2014 and for another demand notice since August
2019.
There is also Mahesh
Mistry with an address at No.

1 Manraj Driver Chawl in
Andheri east, and other addresses at Marine Lines, Fort,
Vile Parle and in Thane, out
of bounds since July 2014,
August 2018 and May 2019
for multiple demand no-

tices that remain unserved.
One Jayesh Shah has
given an address at 82,
Kishan Chawl in Borivali
east, a commercial premise
at Crystal Plaza in Andheri
west, a building in
Bhayander town of Thane,
but since he is not traceable,
his demand notices of July
2014 and December 2017,
could not be served.Vinod

Expression of Interest to run the showroom of Garvi
Gurjari on a franchise basis
Applications are invited to operate showrooms of the corporation located
within & outside Gujarat for the sale of Garvi Gurjari brand items of
Handlooms and Handicrafts of Gujarat. Interested agencies/Firms/
Institutions/Persons are required to apply in the prescribed format to
the address mentioned below along with the financial viability/marketing
experience etc. Franchise norms/applications can be download from
the Corporation’s website www.gurjari.gujarat.gov.in
Managing Director
Reg.Office Handloom Technology Institute Building, Nr. Mahatma Mandir,
Sector-13, Gandhinagar 382016, Gujarat, India.
For more details and clarification, kindly contact:
Phone No-9909939808
Email Id-mktgshhdc@gmail.com,
customercare@garvigurjari.in

admgshhdc@gmail.com,

INF/2112/22-23

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the public that the agreement
for sale dated 09/06/1997 between Chauhan Shankarji
Mohanji and Chauhan Narsinhji Mohanji p.o.a Patel
Savjibhai Hirjibhai in favor of Doshi Jaynandaben
Kirtikumar for the block/survey no.715 paiki plot no.86
admeasuring around 91.87.50 sq.mtr and sale deed
no.3015/08 executed by Doshi Jaynandaben Kirtikumar in
favor of Pinakin Babubhai Patel as on dt 14/05/2008 both
of mouje Kanknol, Ta:- Himatnagar, Dist:- S.K has been lost/
misplaced. All the person are hereby informed that not to
carry on any transaction on the basis of said missing
document. on behalf of the client, the undersigned
advocate hereby invites claims or objections, if any, for the
transfer of said property. In case of any claims/objections
kindly intimate the undersigned advocate alonwith the
relevant documents to support their claims/objection
within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice. in
absence of any claim within stipulated period, it shall be
deemed that te property has no claim by virtue of lost
agreement and I undersigned advocate issued title clear
certificate to the owner.
Date:

Satish Patel ((B.A, LL.B) Advocate)
Add:“Law Firm” 2nd floor,
Krishna Complex, Himatnagar
MO:9898639084

Patel of Patel Building in
Fort is ‘missing’ since December 2017; Kina Dilip
Mewada of Naigaon in
Mumbai and BP Road in
Thane are not traceable
since August 2018, according to SEBI. The list has one
Sunil D. Ingawale of Jain
Nagar in Bhayander east,
not available since August
2018; Pankaj Saraiya with
addresses of Andheri west
and Vile Parle west, apparently gone ‘missing’ since
June 2021; and the most recent addition, Hussain
Sattaf of Cuffe Parade, who
is not traceable since March
2022. These defaulters —
who have to cough out unspecified amounts of dues
— are missing for the past
between eight years to
eight months, from one or
multiple addresses that are
available with the market
regulator.Admitting to the
‘untraceable defaulters’, the
SEBI said that it has not
been able to serve the Notice of Demands on them“at
their last known address”.
The SEBI Recovery Officer
Suchismita Sahoo has
called upon these ‘untraceable’ nine defaulters and
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
TRIVEDI
MUKESHCHANDRA
JAYANTILAL to TRIVEDI
MUKESHBHAI JAYANTILAL
Add. 41, Kadambari Society,
Vejalpur Road, Jivraj Park,
Ahmedabad
4199A

CHANGE OF SURNAME
I have changed my old
surname from
NOORANI BARKATALI
ABDULHUSEN to BHOJANI
BARKATALI ABDULHUSEN
Add. B/5/27, Shiv Smruti
Soc, Juhapura, Ahmedabad55
4200

members of the public who
have any information on
them, to send letters or
emails by January 14, 2023,
though again, no telephone
or WhatsApp number is provided. A couple of days ago,
the SEBI had published a list
of nine companies in
Mumbai
and
neighbourhood which have
been similarly ‘untraceable’
for over two years. A banking expert and Trade Unions
Joint Action Committee
(TUJAC) Convenor Vishwas
Utagi termed it as “a serious
matter” that such defaulter
companies and individuals
have disappeared off the radar and sought a probe,
while welcoming the SEBI’s
pro-active year-end moves.
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
MOKSH ANANDKUMAR
JAIN to MOKSH ANAND
BAFNA
Add. B-103, Kalpvruksh
Tower, Opp. Chandramani
Hospital Shahibaug,
Ahmedabad
4202A

In this quarter, the top
three technologies in terms
of shipments - NB-IoT, 4G
Cat 1 and 4G Cat 4 -- accounted for over 60 per cent

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
TRIVEDI SHEELABEN AKA
BHAVNA
MUKESHCHANDRA to
TRIVEDI SHEELA
MUKESHBHAI
Add. 41, Kadambari Society,
Vejalpur Road, Jivraj Park,
Ahmedabad
4199

Bhavnagar District office invites Tender for below mentioned
work by e Tendering Online Two bid system UNDER
AUGMENTATION OF TAP CONNECTIVITY IN RURAL AREA
PROGRAM General Year 2022-23. Last Date for Submission
of Online Tender is 16/01/2023 Up to 18:00 Hrs. for Physical
submission of Tender fee and EMD via Speed post or RPAD is
17/01/2023 Up to 15:00 Hrs. And date of Tender is17/01/2023 at
16:00 Hrs. For detailed information of Tender Log on to website
https://nprocure.com Any Changes in tender will be done online
only.
Tender
EMD
Reg.of
fee
Contractor
Rs.1500.00 Rs.29,700.00 Class E-1
And Above

DDI/BVN/941/22

Gujarat Pollution Control Board
Puryavaran Bhavan. Sector 10 A. Gandhinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE FOR PROHIBITING PRODUCTION, STOCKING,
DISTRIBUTION, SALE & USE OF CARRY BAGS LESS THAN
120 MICRONS w.e.f. 31st December 2022.
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change Government of India
has issued notification No.G.S.R. 571 (E) dated 12th August 2021 vide
which manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of
identified single use plastic (SUP) items is prohibited with effect from
the July 01,2022 and as per Rules, 4(1) (c) of PWM Rules, 2016 (as
amended in 2021) “Carry bag made of virgin or recycled plastic, shall
not be less than one hundred and twenty (120) microns in thickness
with effect from 31st December, 2022.”
This notice is being issued to inform all Producers, Stockists, Retailers,
Shopkeepers, e-commerce Companies, Street Vendors, Commercial
Establishment (Malls/Market Place/Shopping Centres/Cinema Houses/
Tourist locations/Schools/Colleges/Office Complexes/Hospitals& other
Institutions) and general public to stop production, stocking, distribution,
sale and usage of Carry bags of less than one hundred and twenty (120)
microns with effect from 31st December, 2022.
Action as deemed fit under Environmental Protection Act, 1986 including
seizure of goods, closure of operations of Industries/Commercial
Establishments and in case of non-compliance of above Environment
Compensation as per the Guidline issued by Central Pollution Control
Board of Rs.5,000/- per ton shall be levied against the violators of the
said Notification.
(D.M.Thaker)
Member Secretary
INF/2128/22-23

of the total shipments.
"However, in terms of
revenue share, 5G, 4G Cat 4
and 4G Other were the top
three technologies
and held nearly twothirds of the total
revenue. The lowerend technologies
such as NB-IoT, 4G
Cat 1 and 4G Cat 1
bis are helping connect a greater number of IoT devices,
while higher-end technologies like 4G Cat 4, 4G Other
and 5G are adding more
value to the IoT ecosystem,"
said Mandal.

Kerala gives nod for land acquisition
to build airport near Sabarimala
temple
Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 31 (IANS) With four international airports already
in operation in Kerala, the
state government on Saturday gave the nod for land
acquisition to build a fifth
airport in Kottayam district
near the famed Sabarimala
temple. The order from the
Revenue Department states
that 2,570 acres of land will
be taken between Erumeli
South and Manimala. The
Cheruvally rubber estate
has been selected as the
place for the proposed airport. Outside of the rubber
estate, 307 acres of land will
also have to be acquired, the
order says. The airport will
be located 48 kms from the

Bank credit growth
to be stronger in
Q4FY23: Emkay
Global
Chennai, Dec 31 (IANS)
After years of lackluster performance, the Indian banking sector has been a clear
outperformer in 2022 and
the credit growth in Q4FY23
is expected to be stronger,
said Emkay Global Financial
Services Ltd. According to a
report by Emkay Global, the
Indian banking sector performance was led by stronger than-expected credit
growth after years of a lackluster performance, sharp
margin uptick benefiting
from the rate cycle and a far
stronger balance sheet now.
The public sector banks
(PSB), too, have joined the
party, outperforming even
private banks in the recent
past.

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
CHAUHAN RAKSHABAHEN
ISHVARBHAI to THAKOR
RAKSHABEN ISHVARBHAI
Add. 22/24, Sonariya Ni
Chali, Opp. Rajivnagar
Bapunagar,Ahmedabad
4203

Water and Sanitation Management Organization
WASMO : BHAVNAGAR
Tender Notice No: 09/2022-23
If any query regarding water supply Contact on GWSSB
Toll free helpline no.1916.

Name of Tender ID
Estimated
Village
Cost
Bharpara, 568010
Rs.
Ta: Talaja (2nd Attempt)29,64,134.00

and "shifts towards 4G Cat 1
and 4G Cat 1 bis, where
higher-end applications are
upgrading from 4G to 5G".

Sabarimala airport and will
have a runway of 3,500
metres. The state-run KSIDC
has been appointed as the
nodal agency for all the preliminary work, including taking over the land. The
Cheruvally estate is owned
by the Thiruvalla-headquartered Believers Church and
for long has been a contentious issue between the successive governments over
the title of the estate. The
state government has all
along contested that this
land originally belonged to
it. The ownership over the
estate has seen long, standing legal disputes between
the present owners and successive state governments.
In 2016 that Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan got the informal sanction from then
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Ashok Gajapathi Raju for
going forward to build an
airport near the Sabarimala
temple.There has been a demand for an airport to cater
to the Sabarimala pilgrims
and during the Oommen
Chandy government (201116), a proposal by a private
player to build an airport at
Aranmula in Pathanamthitta
district got entangled in
various issues at the local
level.
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
ANANDKUMAR KANTILAL
JAIN to ANAND KANTILAL
BAFNA
Add. B-103, Kalpvruksh
Tower, Opp. Chandramani
Hospital Shahibaug,
Ahmedabad
4202C

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

I have changed my old name
from
JYOTIBEN ANANDKUMAR
JAIN to JYOTI ANAND
BAFNA
Add. B-103, Kalpvruksh
Tower, Opp. Chandramani
Hospital Shahibaug,
Ahmedabad
4202B

I have changed my old name
from
PATEL AMBARAM
KESHAVLAL to PATEL
AMBALAL KESHAVLAL
Add. 12, Krishna
Bunglows-1, B/h Nandan
Park, New Ranip,
Ahmedabad-382470
4202

GUJARAT MARITIME BOARD
ONLINE TENDER NOTICE NO.-23-2022-23
On Behalf of Chairman, Gujarat Maritime Board, Executive Engineer
(Civil) Gujarat Maritime Board, Block No-3/3, Port colony no-2, Near
Bor Talav, Bhavnagar-364 003. Phone No (0278 2444 766) Invites online tenders for the following works.
Sr. Brief Scope of the works
No.

1. Special Repairing Work in
Safety Training Institute
at Ship Recycling Yard Alng
2. Annual Housekeeping and
cleaning work of Port colony
no.1 & 2 at, Bhavnagar

3. Protection Wall Surrounding
Dust Suppression System
Stand post At Newpost
Bhavnagar.
4

Annual housekeeping of
Office buildings of Jafrabad
and mahuva port office &
Cat-B,C,D Colony premises
at Port Jafrabad and colony
premises at port mahuva

5. Replacement of Storm Signal
Tower at Port Victor (3rd Atempt)

6. Annual housekeeping and
cleaning of office buildings
and premises at Alang Ship
Recycling Yard.

7. Providing Storm Drain In Front
Of Plot No.24/0 At Alang Ship
Recycling Yard

1.Estimated cost
2.Tender Fee (Incl GST) (Non-refundable)
3. EMD Amount
4. Time Limit (Incl.monsoon)
5. Class of Registration (Qualifying criteria
mentioned in Tender documents)
1.Rs.21,67,687=79/2.Rs.1062=00
3.Rs.25600=00
4.04 (Four)Months
5.Class of Registration-Class E1 or Above
1.Rs.14,68,878=90
2.Rs.1062=00
3.Rs.17346=00
4.12 (Twelve) Months
5.Class of Registration-Registration
certificate of “NGO of Safai Kamdar sahakari
Mandli registered In Bhavnagar and 2 Years
of Experience for such typr of work In Govt.
organizaion”
1.Rs.8,81,139=00
2.Rs.1062=00
3.Rs.10400=00
4. 02 (Two) Months
5.Class of Registration- Class E2 or Above
1.Rs.6,36,600=00
2.Rs.1062=00
3.Rs.7552=00
4.12 (Twelve) Months
5.Class of Registration- Registration
certificate of “NGO of Safai Kamdar sahakari
Mandli registered In Bhavnagar or in Amreli District
and 2 years of Experience for such type of work In
Govt. organization.
1 Rs.4,44,868=78
2. Rs.708=00
3. Rs.5250=00
4. 06 (Six) Months
5. Class of Registration- Class E2 or Above
1. Rs.4,34,064=00
2. Rs.708=00=00
3. Rs.5130=00
4. 12 (Twelve) Months
5. Class of Registration- Registration certificate
of “NGO of Safai Kamdar Sahakari Mandli registered
in Bhavnagar and 2 years of Experience for such
type of work in Govt. orgnaization”
1. Rs. 1,24,500=60
2. Re.708=00
3. Rs.1470=00
4. 01 (One) Months
5. Class of Registration- Class E2 or Above

Schedule of e-tendering
Period of downloading, uploading &
SR No.1 to 7- from date 02/01/2023 to
submission of online tender.
date 17/01/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs
Date of physical submission of Tender fee,
SR No. 1 to 7 from date-20/01/2023 to
EMD and other documents Through R.P.A.D/
27/01/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs.
Speed Post only at office of the
Executive Engineer (C), Gujarat
Maritime Board, Block No-3/3, Port
colony no-2, Near Bor, Talav,
Bhavnagar- 364 003.
Online Opening of Tender
SR No.1 to 7 From date-30/01/2023
(if possible)
Tender shall also mentioned name of work on the envelopes. On-line tenders shall be
considered non-responsive and shall not be opened if the physical documents are not
submitted within stipulated dates of submission at the above mentioned office addressed.
Details of the works shall be available on www.statetenders.com and
www.gmb.nprocure.com & notice board.

DDI/BVN/944/22
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Business Brief
Fidelity slashes its Twitter
stake value by 56% as Musk
faces challenges
San Francisco, Dec 31 (IANS) Top global investment firm Fidelity has slashed the value of its stake
in Twitter by 56 per cent during the first month of
Elon Musks ownership, as the micro-blogging platform navigates through a myriad of issues.
Fidelity's Contrafund valued its Twitter shares
at $53.47 million on October 31, just days after
Musk's $44 billion acquisition deal was closed, reports Axios.
It then revalued the shares at around $23.46
million as of November 30, representing a 56 per
cent decline.
Fidelity was among investors that helped Musk
finance his $44 billion acquisition of the microblogging platform by purchasing equity.
According to the report, the investment firm
holds Twitter shares in several of its mutual funds,
under the name "X Holdings I Inc".
Twitter is currently going through. Massive curing amid layoffs and advertisers leaving the platform.
Media Matters for America estimated last month
that half of Twitter's top 100 advertisers, which
spent almost $750 million on Twitter ads this year
combined, appear to no longer be advertising on
the website.
Musk on Friday said that the new Twitter under
him will aim to optimise every minute that a user
spends on the micro-blogging platform, and does
not regret it.
Musk has brought back the company from going bankrupt, and is now striving to get profitable.
Musk has also rolled out Blue tick subscription,
which costs $8 per month to purchase on the web
or $11 per month via the iOS App Store.

Amit Shah inaugurates mega
dairy, talks of cooperation
between Nandini, Amul brands
Mandya (Karnataka), Dec 1 (IANS) Union Home
Minister Amit Shah inaugurated a mega dairy built
at a cost of Rs 260 crore in Mandya district of
Karnataka on Friday.
Addressing a public gathering after the inauguration, he stated that if Amul and Nandini work
together jointly, in three years there will be primary
diaries at every village level.
The Karnataka Milk Federation (KMF) will get all
technical support and cooperation from Amul, he
said, adding that if Karnataka and Gujarat come together in this direction, it will benefit the farmers
all over the country.
The Union Minister announced that he is giving an assurance from the platform of Mandya to
the farmers and cooperative workers in the country that his government will not let them get
cheated or meted with injustice. “This is the decision taken by the Indian government,” he said.

India’s Apr-Nov fiscal deficit
widens to 58.9% of 2022-23
target
New Delhi, Dec 1 (IANS) India’s fiscal deficit
stood at Rs 9.78 lakh crore in the April-November
period of 2022-23, which is 58.9 per cent of the
Union Budget’s target of Rs 16.61 lakh crore for the
current fiscal, government data showed.
As per Controller General of Accounts (CGA)
data, the revenue deficit stood at Rs 5.73 lakh crore,
or 57.8 per cent, of the current fiscal’s target of Rs
9.91 lakh crore.
The government’s total expenditure was Rs
24.43 lakh crore, or 61.9 per cent, of the Budget’s
target of Rs 39.45 lakh crore, as per the data.
Fiscal deficit is the difference between the
state’s revenue and spending. It shows the shortfall in revenue.

Google’s Waze app adds new
feature that warns about
dangerous roads
San Francisco, Dec 30 (IANS) Google-owned
Waze app has added a new feature that notifies
users of dangerous nearby roads based on traffic
data while trying not to overwhelm them with
alerts.
When using this new beta version of Waze,
nearby high-risk roads are coloured red on the map,
however, this may not be the case for roads that
the user frequently travels on, reports The Verge,
citing sources.
The feature also only displays one pop-up notification about the dangerous roads around the
driver, possibly to keep caution from becoming
anxious.Countries that have access to the beta release of the app, will get a pop-up that states —
“using reports from drivers and your route, you may
see alerts for ‘History of crashes’ on some roads,”
said the report.
While the feature is still in beta, it is expected to
be made available to the general public soon, the
report added.In June, the tech giant rolled out a new
feature for Google Maps that will now show the air
quality layer in the US on both Android and iOS
users.

Apple not planning to launch
14.1-inch iPad Pro in 2023
San Francisco, Dec 30 (IANS) Tech giant Apple is
reportedly not planning to launch its 14.1-inch iPad
Pro model with a mini-LED display in early 2023.
In June, display analyst Ross Young had mentioned that a 14.1-inch iPad Pro with a mini-LED
display was set to launch in the first quarter of 2023,
reports MacRumors.However, Young has now said
that the tech giant is no longer planning to launch
the new 14.1-inch iPad Pro.He suggests that the
device has been cancelled or significantly
postponed.A 14.1-inch iPad Pro would have been
the largest iPad to date, as the current model is 12.9inch.

Google Nearby Share gets
Material You redesign on
Android
San Francisco, Dec 30 (IANS) Tech giant Google
has rolled out new Material You design for its
Nearby Share app on Android phones and tablets.
According to SamMobile, the update is available
on all Android devices, and the latest December
Google Play System update will bring Material You
tweaks for Nearby Share.
The Material You revamp brings visual changes
to the main UI users interact with on the Nearby
Share app.
A new wave animation runs from left to right
when the app is “Looking for nearby devices”, also
the text now has a slightly bigger font and is
centred.Moreover, users will see a larger share preview compared to the current preview, according
to the report.
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PNB case: Diamantaire Nirav Modi's
Pune flats to be auctioned in Feb 2023

News

in a Nutshell

Mastermind of Bihar spurious
liquor tragedy arrested in Delhi
New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS) Delhi Police's Crime
Branch has arrested a man wanted in the cases related to the spurious liquor tragedy in Bihar's Saran
which claimed the lives of 73 people, an official said
on Saturday.
The accused has been identified as Ram Babu
Mahto, a resident of Doila village in Saran district.
According to Ravindra Singh Yadav, the Special
Commissioner of Police (Crime), information was
received by the Inter-State Cell of the Crime Branch
that Mahto may be hiding somewhere in Delhi.
"On the basis of technical surveillance as well
as specific inputs, Mahto was nabbed from Dwarka,"
Yadav said.
"Appropriate legal action is being taken and information about the arrest of the accused has been
shared with Bihar Police for further action," he
added.Due to the prohibition of liquor in Bihar, the
accused sensed an opportunity to make quick and
easy money and started manufacturing and selling
of spurious liquor, the police said.

2 dead in fire at eye care centre
in Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad, Dec 31 (IANS) A man and his wife
died in a fire incident at an eye care centre in
Ahmedabad on Saturday.
Although the incident took place in the early
hours of Saturday, authorities at the Modi Eye Care
Centre only learned about it at around 9.30 a.m.,
after which the fire department was immediately
informed.
In-charge Chief Fire Officer (CFO) of the
Ahmedabad Fire and Emergency Services (AFES),
Jayesh Khadia told IANS, "Fire control room had received fire call at 9.45 a.m., as the call was from a
hospital, all fire tankers were nearby fire stations
were rushed, but when the fire team reached, it did
not found any flame in the hospital.

12 shops gutted in fire in
Kolkata outskirts
Kolkata, Dec 31 (IANS) In an early morning fire
at Newtown area in the outskirts of Kolkata on Saturday, as many as 12 shops were completely gutted. However, no casualty has been reported as because of the wee hours, no one was inside the shops
at the time of the incident.According to officials of
the fire services department, the fire broke out
around 4.30 a.m. near the Mridha canal in Newtown
area. The source of the fire was LPG cylinders in one
of the food-vending shops in the area. The presence
of inflammable items in these shops aided the fire
to spread fast.Five fire tenders immediately rushed
to the spot and doused the fire within hours.
There was panic among the residents of the locality because of the sound of bursting of the LPG
cylinder. As a precautionary measure electricity connection has been disconnected in the entire locality for the time being.

Book lovers browsing through books at a 2nd edition of Assam Book Fair at the Assam Enginnering Institute field in Chandmari inGuwahati on Saturday.UNI

(IANS) Telangana Police on
Saturday arrested atheist
Bairi Naresh for alleged derogatory remarks against
lord Ayyappa and other
Hindu deities.
Police arrested the
Bharata Nasthika Samajam
state
president
in
Hanamkonda district following state-wide protests
by Lord Ayyappa devotees.
Hyderabad police's
cyber crime cell had also
booked Naresh for allegedly
making derogatory statements.
Cases were booked

153A, 295A, 208 and 505 (2)
of the IPC at various police
stations in the state.
At a meeting of Dalit
groups in Kodangal two
days ago, he had allegedly
spoken ill about the birth of
Lord Ayyappa and also
made derogatory remarks
against deities Shiva and
Vishnu.
The video of his remarks
had gone viral on social media triggering the protests.
Actor and BJP leader Karate Kalyani had also lodged
a complaint with the police.
She alleged that it has be-

Man arrested in Guj for repeatedly
raping minor, impregnating her
Junagadh (Gujarat), Dec
31 (IANS) Police in Gujarat's
Junagadh have arrested a
man for repeatedly raping a
minor and impregnating
her.
Keshod Police Inspector
D.B. Koli told IANS that the
55-year-old accused Karsan
alias Babu Malmer was arrested on Friday evening
and will be produced before
a court on Saturday.
The incident came to
light only on Thursday,
when the 16-year-old victim

Youths celebrating on the eve of New Year 2023, in Ranchi on Saturday.UNI

Assam delimitation: CM
calls all ministers to Delhi
dia (ECI) had initiated delimitation of the Assembly
and Parliamentary constituencies in Assam as per Section 8A of the RP Act, 1950.
The Census figures of
2001 will be used for the
purpose of readjustment of
Assembly Constituencies
and Parliamentary Constituencies in the state.
Election Commissioners
Anup Chandra Pandey and
Arun Goel had directed the
Chief Electoral Officer of
Assam to take up the matter with the state government to issue a complete

measuring 398 sq. metres
and 396 sq. metres.
The PNB has set a reserve price of Rs 8.99 crore
and Rs 8.93 crore, respectively, for these two flats,
which shall go under the
hammer on February 3,
2023.The DRT-I had issued
an auction notice on December 28 to Stellar Diamonds, Solar Exports, Diamond R US, ANM Enterprises Pvt. Ltd, NDM Enterprises Pvt. Ltd.Besides these
companies, their promoters,
owners, directors like Nirav
D. Modi, Ami Nirav Modi,
Rohin N. Modi, Ananya N.
Modi, Apasha N. Modi, Purvi
Mayank Mehta, Deepak K.
Modi, Neeshal D. Modi and
Nehal D. Modi, have been issued notices as certified
debtors owing a whopping
Rs. 7,029-crore to the PNB.

Telangana police arrest atheist Naresh for Rajasthan: Cong high command asks
derogatory comments against Hindu deities party MLAs to take back resignations
Hyderabad, Dec 31 against him under sections come a fashion to disgrace

complained of stomach
ache and was taken to the
hospital.
Koli said when the doctor diagnosed her, the victim
was found to be pregnant
and also gave birth to a
baby girl.In their criminal
complaint with the Keshod
Police station, the girl's parents stated that the accused
raped her for the first time
some nine to 10 months ago
and threatened to kill her
and the family if she anyone
about it.

Hindu Gods for publicity and
demanded strict action
against Naresh for hurting
religious sentiments.
He said that anybody
can abuse Hindu Gods in
Telangana and get exonerated as the Chief Minister
encourages blasphemy
without taking any action.
"KCR claims to be True
Hindu & his Hinduvta is real
BUT so far what action is
taken on insults against
Gods Vishnu, Shiva &
Ayyappa
done
in
Kodangal?" he said in a
tweet.

Jaipur, Dec 31 (IANS)
With almost a year left for
the state Assembly elections in Rajasthan, the Congress high command has
geared up to resolve the differences between Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and
Sachin Pilot camps.
Around 91 MLAs from
the Gehlot faction, who resigned after boycotting the
Congress Legislature Party
meeting in September, have
now been asked to withdraw their resignations.
Some MLAs reportedly sent
a letter to Assembly Speaker
C.P. Joshi to withdraw their

9 killed, 25 injured in
Gujarat road accident

Navsari (Gujarat), Dec 31
(IANS) At least nine people
were killed and 25 others injured on Saturday when a
mini bus collided with an
SUV in Gujarat's Navsari, officials said.
Navsari rural Police Inspector D.K. Patel told reporters that the accident
took place on the national
highway 48 near Vesma
circle.
The Fortuner SUV was
heading
towards
Ankleshwar from Valsad,

whereas the luxury mini bus
was on its way to Valsad
from Ahmedabad.
Patel said that the bus
driver had suffered a heart
attack stroke which led to
the accident.
Of the nine victims, eight
were travelling in the SUV
and one a bus passenger.
Seven of the SUV victims
died on the spot, while one
passed away in the hospital
during treatment. A ninth
passenger in the SUV is said
to be in critical condition.

Politics in Darjeeling may see
another dramatic turn in 2023

New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS)
In view of finding a resolution on the delimitation process in Assam, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
has called all the state ministers to the national capital
for an important cabinet
meeting on Saturday.
The boundaries of the
126 Assembly seats in
Assam are likely to be redrawn with 14 parliamentary seats.It is observed that
delimitation may impact
2024 Lok Sabha polls.
On December 27, the
Election Commission of In-

By Quaid Najmi
Mumbai, Dec 31 (IANS)
Multi-billionaire scamster
diamantaire Nirav D. Modi
may become poorer by Rs
18 crore in the New Year.
The Debt Recovery Tribunal-I (DRT-I), Mumbai, Recovery Officer Ashu Kumar
has ordered the auction of
two prime properties belonging to Modi and others
in one of the cases filed by
Punjab National Bank (PNB),
to recover a part of its dues.
The e-auction of these
properties is considered a
year-ender attempt to recover a part of the PNB's
staggering due of over Rs
11,653 crore, calculated till
early 2023.The properties
are two adjoining flats on
the F1 building, 16th floor of
the YOOPUNE housing
scheme at Hadapsar, Pune,

ban on the creation of new
administrative units with effect from January 1, 2023 till
the completion of the delimitation exercise in the
state.As mandated under
Article 170 of the Constitution, census figures (2001)
will be used for the purpose
of readjustment of Parliamentary and Assembly Constituencies in the state.
Reservation of seats for
the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes will be
provided as per Articles 330
and 332 of the Constitution
of India.

Kolkata, Dec 31 (IANS) In
the new year, the politics in
the Darjeeling Hills of West
Bengal is heading towards
yet another dramatic turn as
possibilities are rife that yet
another change of guard is
likely
in
Darjeeling
municipality.Just
on
Wednesday, Anit Thapa-led
Bharatiya
Gorkha
Prajatantrik Morcha (BGPM)Trinamool alliance took control of the Darjeeling Municipality following a no-confidence motion moved
against the previous board
controlled by Ajay Edwards's
Hamro Party. It happened
just 10 months after Hamro
Party took control over the
Hill municipality in the polls
in February this year as six

elected Hamro Party councillors joined BGPM-Trinamool
Congress camp in November
this year.
However, this change led
to two further developments.
First this change had
prompted Hamro Party and
Bimal Gurung-led Gorkha
Janmukti Morcha (GJM) to
come closer and secondly
veteran hill politician and
Trinamool Congress leader
Binoy Tamang announcing
his decision to sever all ties
with his party.
Now despite remaining
abstained in the no-confidence motion on Wednesday, Hamro Party, backed by
GJM has decided to contest
in the formal election for the

Darjeeling Municipality
chairman.Although BGPM
has nominated Dipen
Thakuri, one of the six defecting Hamro Party councillors,
as the new Chairman of the
Darjeeling Municipality, he
will have to prove his majority in the voting by all councillors of the municipality.
Now Hamro Party-GJM combine is all set to challenge
Thakuri's claim for the chair
by fielding their own candidate for the chairman's
post.Confirming this move,
the central committee
spokesperson of Hamro
Party, Deepu Thapa said Ajay
Edwards is discussing at different levels on this count
and soon the formal announcement will be made.

resignation.
The party's new state incharge
Sukhjinder
Randhawa had met the
Speaker at his official residence on Friday.
It is believed that in the
meeting with Joshi,
Randhawa, citing the party
high command's message,
discussed settling the dispute of the MLAs.
Randhawa's meeting with
the Speaker is being seen as
part of the efforts for reconciliation between the two
factions.
The budget session of
the Assembly will com-

mence on January 23.
Ahead of the session,
the withdrawal of MLAs' resignation becomes a necessity for the ruling party.
Deputy Leader of Opposition Rajendra Rathore has
filed a writ in the Rajasthan
High Court regarding the
resignations of the MLAs, on
which the court has also
sought a reply from the
Speaker.The BJP has made
the resignations a major issue and it is expected that
during the budget session,
the opposition would seek
the Speaker to clarify the
position on the issue.

172 terrorists killed in
Kashmir in 2022: J&K Police
Srinagar, Dec 31 (IANS)
Jammu and Kashmir Police on Saturday said that
a total of 172 terrorists, including 42 foreigners,
were killed in 93 encounters with the security
forces so far this year in
Kashmir.
"Number of militants
killed from the LeT/TRF
outfit during this year was
108 followed by 35 from
JeM, 22 from HM, four
from Al-Badr and 3 from
AGuH," Vijay Kumar, ADGP

(Kashmir), said
"Hundred fresh recruitments were reported
into militant ranks in 2022
showing a decline of 37
per cent over the last year.
Of these, 74 joined the LeT.
"Sixty-five of these
fresh recruits were killed in
encounters, 17 were arrested and 18 are still active. Out of the newly recruited militants, 65 were
killed within the first
month of joining militant
ranks.

Telangana has modern, citizenfriendly police, says outgoing DGP
Hyderabad, Dec 31
(IANS) The outgoing Director General of Police M.
Mahendar Reddy on Saturday, said that Telangana police has transformed into a
modern, citizen friendly and
effective service delivery
organisation..
A grand farewell parade
was held at RBVRR
Telangana State Police
Academy. Personnel from
different wings of the police
participated in the parade.
Mahendar Reddy, who
served as the head of the
police force for five years
and introduced many initiatives, took the salute and reviewed the march past.
Anjani Kumar, who has
been appointed as incharge DGP, along with senior police officials and re-

tired IPS officers were
present on the ocassion.
"I would like to thank
and commend each and every member of Telangana
State Police for their untiring
efforts and dedicated contribution in transforming
Telangana Police into a
modern, citizen friendly, responsive, process driven,
tech savvy organisation setting benchmarking standards," said Reddy, who
served in the police force in
various capacities for 36
years.He recalled that there
were apprehensions at the
time of bifurcation of
Andhra Pradesh that the
smaller state may see recurrence of Maoist problems,
terrorist activity, communal
violence and major law and
order issues.

Anupam Kher, Anil Kapoor Oppn should work in a coordinated
meet Rishabh Pant
manner for 2024: Rahul Gandhi

Dehradun, Dec 31 (IANS)
Bollywood actors Anupam
Kher and Anil Kapoor met
Indian
wicketkeeper
Rishabh Pant and inquired
about his health, after the
latter's car met with an accident on early Friday
morning.According to doctors, Pant has a fractured leg
and has undergone plastic
surgery for the burn injuries
on his face.Earlier, BCCI Secretary Jai Shah spoke to
Pant's family and offered
help. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also spoke
to Pant's family.A team of
Delhi & District Cricket Association (DDCA) was on their

way to meet the cricketer.
DDCA Director Shyam
Sharma has said that Pant
would be airlifted if required. However, he is said to
be out of danger.
The reports of Pant's
head and spine scans are
normal, and his knee and
ankle scan is scheduled to
be done later on Saturday.
According to media reports, BCCI's panel of doctors held a meeting with the
doctors treating Pant in
Dehradun, and decided that
his ligament would be
treated by the BCCI medical
team, for which he can be
sent abroad.--IANS

New Delhi, Dec 31 (IANS)
Senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
said that the opposition
should coordinate properly
in order to fight against the
BJP in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.
Addressing a press conference here, he said: "The
sense I am getting is that if
the opposition comes together and fight in coordinated way, the BJP will find

it tough in 2024. I think the
opposition should stand effectively on ground and
work in a manner to counter
the BJP.
"When asked about a
Prime Ministerial face, the
Congress leader said: "My
main focus right now is for
a united India, we should
fight against hatred. My focus is only to unite India."
He further said that
there were many like-

minded parties who want
India to be in harmony. "I
know Akhikeshji and
Mayawatiji want India to be
free of hatred and want harmony in the country."
Rahul Gandhi also said
that "his is not a tactical political fight the BJP has
dominated the political
space and to defeat them
now there should be ideological framework and this
only Congress can give.

Traffic restrictions in Hyderabad in view of New Year celebrations
Hyderabad, Dec 31
(IANS) Police in and around
Hyderabad have imposed
traffic restrictions in view of
New Year celebrations on
Saturday and warned that
stringent action will be
taken against those found
driving in an inebriated condition.
Police in the limits of all
three commissionerates
have announced closure of
several roads and flyovers to
facilitate proper control and
regulation of traffic on the
intervening night of December 31 and January 1.
Hyderabad, Cyberabad

and Rachakonda police
commissioners have issued
notifications imposing traffic restrictions.
Police will be keeping a
close watch on pubs and
bars to check consumption
of drugs. The owners of
pubs and bars have also
been directed to make
travel arrangements for
those who consume liquor.
"Any bar/pub/club etc.,
knowingly or negligently allowing their customers/associates to drive under the
influence of alcohol after
consuming alcohol in their
premises will be dealt with

strictly as per law and the
concerned management
will be prosecuted for abetting the crime. They shall
strictly educate their customers/associates on the
consequences of drunk
driving and also shall make
alternative arrangements
for travel. They shall stop
drunk persons from driving
a vehicle from their premises," the police said.
Officials have warned
that those caught driving in
drunk condition will be imposed a fine of Rs 10,000 or
they may face a jail term of
up to six months.

"A penalty of Rs 10,000
and or imprisonment of up
to six months for the first
offence and a penalty of Rs
15,000 or imprisonment of
up to two years for a second
or subsequent offence also
all their driving licenses will
be seized and sent to the
concerned RTOs for suspension as per section 19 of the
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988," it
said.
All flyovers in the city,
except Begumpet and
Langar Houz, will be shut for
traffic.The Outer Ring Road
(ORR) will be closed from 10
p.m. to 5 a.m. for light mo-

tor vehicles. However, vehicles that will be going to
Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport will be allowed to
proceed.
The PVNR Express Way
will also be closed for the
same duration except for
those going towards the
airport.Cyberabad police
have ordered closure of the
flyovers including Shilpa
Layout,
Gachibowli,
Biodiversity flyovers 1 and 2,
Mindspace, Road No 45,
Durgam Cheruvu Cable
bridge, Cyber Tower, ForumJNTU, Kaithalapur, and Babu
Jagjivan Ram flyover.
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi addresses a press conference at AICC HQ, in
New Delhi on Saturday. UNI

