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News

Brief
13-year-old raped
by minor in UP
Badaun (Uttar Pradesh),
Jan 3 (IANS) A 13-year-old
girl, who was returning
home from a jagran, was allegedly raped by a 16-yearold boy, here.
The incident occurred
on Monday and an FIR has
been registered.
The boy has been arrested and sent to a juvenile
home, police said.
The survivor, a class 7
student, has been admitted
to a hospital for treatment
and medical examination.
According to the girl’s
uncle, he found his niece lying unconscious in a cane
field when he started
searching for her.
He also said that he saw
the accused running away
and alerted the locals who
caught him.
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Rahul Gandhi
‘perpetually
confused’, wants
India to bow
down to China:
BJP
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
The BJP on Tuesday mocked
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi for being “perpetually confused” and accused
him of wanting India to bow
down to China over his recent remarks on the border
tensions.Addressing a press
conference here, BJP
spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi took a dig at Congress’ Bharat Jodo Yatra, saying: “The Congress leader
has become a victim of confusion during his travels. India cannot be understood
only by travelling across the
country, one needs to understand Indianess.”
Referring to Gandhi’s remarks on the border tensions in his interview with
actor Kamal Hasan, Trivedi
said, “Rahul Gandhi has
made his intention clear
that India should surrender
before China in the same
way it used to happen during his party’s government.”

Innovate to address India's energy needs: PM

New Delhi/Nagpur, Jan
3, (UNI) India's scientific
community should make
innovations to address the
country's growing energy
requirements, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on
Tuesday addressing the
108th Indian Science Congress in Nagpur via video
conferencing.
"Let us work on topics
that are necessary for the
whole of humanity today.
For example, if we take one
topic - Energy. India's energy
needs are going to increase.
If the scientific community
of India makes innovations
related to energy requirements, then it will be very
good for the country," he
said. The PM remarked that
fulfilling India's require-

ments should be the root of
all inspiration for the entire
scientific community.
"Science in India should
make
the
country
atmanirbhar," the Prime
Minister remarked as he
noted that 17-18 percent of
the human population resides in India and such scientific
developments
should benefit the entire
population. To address the
growing energy needs of
the country, the Prime Minister informed that India is
working on a National Hydrogen Mission and
stressed the need to manufacture critical equipment
like electrolysers in India to
make it a success.
"India is working on the
National Hydrogen Mission

Delhi excise case: Court grants
interim bail to five accused
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS) Delhi’s Rouse Avenue court
on Tuesday granted interim bail to former two public
servants of the Excise Department — Kuldeep Singh and
Narender Singh, and three others, namely Gautam
Mootha, Arun Pillai and businessman Sameer Mahendru.
All five accused were not arrested by the CBI during a
probe in connection with the Delhi government excise
policy case. Special Judge M.K. Nagpal granted bail to
them on Rs 50,000 personal bail bond and Rs one lakh
amount surety. Moreover, the court also sought a response from the CBI on their regular bail plea and posted
the matter for January 24. The CBI had charge sheeted
Vijay Nair, Abhishek Boinpally, Sameer Mahendru, Arun
Ramchandra Pillai, Mootha Gautham, and two public
servants — the then Deputy Commissioner of Excise
Department Kuldeep Singh and the then Assistant Commissioner of Excise Department Narender Singh. However, Nair and Boinpally were already granted bail earlier by the same court. Recently, the trial court while taking cognizance of the CBI charge sheet filed against a
total of seven accused, had issued summons against all
accused. Bail granted to both of them is under challenge
before the HC. Furthermore, Mahendru, Nair and
Boinpally are to remain in Judicial custody as they were
also arrested by the ED in an Excise Money Laundering
case and their bail petition is pending before the trial
court.

for the immense potential
of hydrogen energy. To
make it successful, it is necessary that various essential
components
like
electrolyzers are made in
the country... research
should also be done in that
direction. Our scientists, and
industry, have to work together for this," he added.
The focal theme of this
year's ISC is 'Science and
Technology for Sustainable
Development with Women
Empowerment'.
It will deliberate on ways
to increase the number of
women in higher echelons
of teaching, research and
industry along with finding
ways to provide women
with equal access to Science, Technology, Engineer-

Victim’s body
handed over to
family, cremation
this evening
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
The body of the 20-year-old
woman, who died after being dragged by a car here,
was handed over to the
family members on Tuesday
after an autopsy was conducted at the Maulana Azad
Medical College mortuary.
A family member said
that the body of the victim,
Anjali, will be cremated this
evening after the rituals are
performed. A panel of three
doctors at the Maulana
Azad Medical College on
Monday evening had conducted the post-mortem
examination. The woman
died in a horrific accident on
Delhi’s outskirts late Saturday, being dragged for
around 12 km from
Sultanpuri to Kanjhawala
under the vehicle.

great achievements only
when they come out of the
lab and reach the land, and
their impact reaches from
global to grassroots, when
its ambit is from journal to
jameen (land, everyday life)
and when change is visible
from research to real life."
The Prime Minister highlighted the opportunities
for private companies and
startups by associating with
R&D labs and academic institutions. He also pointed
out quantum computing
and how India is making its
mark in the world as a quantum frontier. "India is moving fast in the direction of
quantum computers, chemistry, communication, sensors, cryptography and new
materials," the Prime Minis-

ter said as he urged young
researchers and scientists to
gain expertise in the quantum field and become leaders. Modi stressed the need
to focus on futuristic ideas
and areas where no work is
happening anywhere. He
asked for keeping AI, AR and
VR as priorities. He exhorted
the scientific community to
come up with innovations in
the semiconductor chips
and asked them to think
about keeping the semiconductor push future ready
from now on. "If the country takes initiative in these
areas, we will be in a position
to lead Industry 4.0," he said.
Concluding the address, the
Prime Minister expressed
the belief that a clear
roadmap for the future will

be prepared on various constructive points during this
session of the Indian Science Congress. During the
event, Children's Science
Congress will also be
organised to help stimulate
scientific interest and temperament among children.
Farmer's Science Congress
will provide a platform to
improve the bioeconomy
and attract youth to agriculture. Tribal Science Congress will also be held, which
will be a platform for the scientific display of indigenous
ancient knowledge systems
and practices, along with
focusing on the empowerment of tribal women. The
first session of the Indian
Science Congress was held
in 1914.

Set up high-level committee on
women security: DCW to Centre
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
After the shocking death of
a 20-year-old woman, who
died after being dragged
around by a car, Delhi Commission for Women chairperson Swati Maliwal has
written a letter to the Union
Home Secretary and has
recommended various
measures for improvement
in the functioning of Delhi
Police.
The DCW has said to set
up a high-level committee
on Women security in the
home ministry.
“A high-level committee
should be set up in the
Home Ministry under the
chairpersonship
of
Hon’ble Home Minister, GOI
which should include
Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor of Delhi, Hon’ble Chief

Minister of Delhi, Home Secretary GOI, Police Commissioner and DCW Chairperson”, DCW chief Swati
Maliwal has advised union
Home ministry in the letter
on Tuesday.
The DCW has said that
the committee should be
mandated to meet once a
month and create a coordinated strategy for tackling
crimes against women
and girls in the capital.
DCW Chief has reminded Home Ministry of
the horrific gang-rape of
‘Nirbhaya’ and stated that
nothing much has changed
since then.
On an average, Delhi
continues to witness over
six rapes daily! Even an 8month-old child and a 90year-old women have been

brutally raped in the Capital.
The Delhi Commission
for Women is of the view
that the lack of police resources and accountability
are the major reasons for
high crime rate against
women and girls in the capital state, Maliwal has said in
the letter.
Underlining that the
situation is extremely serious and corrective measures need to be undertaken urgently to deal with
it, the commission has recommended five major preventive measures to the
home ministry.
Along with setting up a
High-Level Committee in
the Home Ministry, the DCW
has said to increase accountability of the Delhi Police.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the
108th Indian Science Congress via video
conferencing in New Delhi on Tuesday.UNI

Defence Minister dedicates 28
infrastructure Projects in Arunachal

Gujarat Cong MLA
wants party to
adopt BJP’s
strategy
Palanpur (Gujarat), Jan 3
(IANS) Congress MLA from
Vav constituency, Geniben
Thakor has appreciated the
BJP’s strategy of dropping
veterans and even non-performing candidates in the
recently held Assembly
polls, and hoped that her
party also adopts this strategy if it wants to return to
power.She said this duirng a
thanksgiving programme
organised in the Changa village of the Kankrej Taluka
on Monday evening.
Speaking to IANS,
Geniben said, “I have expressed what I felt is the
need of the hour for the
party, only bold actions
within will revive the party.”

ing, Mathematics education,
research opportunities and
economic participation.
Expressing happiness
about the theme of the Science Congress this year
which combines sustainable development with
women empowerment, the
Prime Minister emphasised
the complementarity between the two areas. However, he stressed, "Our thinking is not just that we should
empower women via science but also empowering
science by the contribution
of women."
Talking about the scientists' challenge of turning
knowledge into actionable
and helpful products the
Prime Minister said, "Efforts
of science can turn into

BJP National President J P Nadda being welcomed by MP Ravi Shankar Prasad
on arrival at Jai Prakash Naryan Airport, in Patna on Tuesday. UNI

Could have used harsher words
to describe Pakistan: Jaishankar
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar who has often
described Pakistan as the
“epicentre of terrorism”, has
said that considering the
neighbouring country’s
role in promoting crossborder terrorism, he could
have used “much harsher
words than epicentre” for it.
“Because you are a diplomat, does not mean you
are untruthful.
I could use much
harsher words than
epicentre. So believe me,
considering what has been
happening to us, I think
epicentre is a very diplomatic word,” he said while
responding to a question
on using the word
“epicentre of terrorism” for
Pakistan, according to reports.
As per reports quoting
him in an interview to an
Austrian channel on Monday, Jaishankar was critical
of European nations for not
condemning terror practices that have been going
on for several years.
“So, when we speak
about judgments and principles, why don’t I hear
sharp European condemnation of these practices
which have been going on
for multiple decades?” he
said in response to a question.

He said that Pakistan is
a country which attacked
India’s Parliament and also
the city of Mumbai, and
which everyday sends terrorists across borders, reports said.
On
being
asked
whether the world should
be concerned about a possible war between India
and Pakistan, Jaishankar, as
per reports, told the channel:“I think the world needs

to be concerned about terrorism. I think the world has
to be concerned that there
is terrorism going on and
the world often looks away.
The world often feels it’s
not my problem because
it’s happening to some
other country.
I think the world needs
to be concerned about how
sincerely and strongly it
takes up the challenge of
terrorists.”

New Delhi, 03 Jan (IANS)
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh visited Arunachal
Pradesh on Tuesday and
dedicated 28 infrastructure
Projects to the nation at a
cost of Rs 724 crore This is
his first visit to the border
state since the December 9
India-China face off.
In a ceremony organised
by the Border Roads
Organisation at Siyom
Bridge on Along-Yinkiong
Road in Arunachal Pradesh,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday inaugurated 22 Bridges, 03 Roads
and 03 other miscellaneous
project.These Infrastructure

Projects have been constructed under challenging
weather conditions at most
inhospitable terrains.
According to the Defence Ministry, the highlight
of the event was inauguration of state of the art “100
meter long, Class 70 Steel
Arch Superstructure Siyom
Bridge on Along-Yinkiong
Road over Siyom River in
Arunachal Pradesh.”
This signature bridge is
of strategic importance to
our Defence Forces and will
facilitate speedy induction
of troops, heavy equipment
and mechanised vehicles to
forward areas of Upper

Siang district, Tuting and
Yinkiong Region and will
also boost socio-economic
development of the region.
The Ministry of Defence
said that BRO completed
the construction of these
critical strategic projects in
record time frame and many
of these Projects have been
constructed in a single
working season using stateof-the-art technology.
75
Infrastructure
Projects of the BRO costing
Rs 2173 crore have already
been dedicated to the Nation. 8 projects have been
constructed in UT of Ladakh,
4 in UT of Jammu and Kash-

Goa BJP to start ‘Signature
Campaign’ to save Mhadei

Panaji, Jan 3 (IANS) With
a view to press its demand
before the Central government of withdrawing approval given to Karnataka’s
DPR of the Kalasa-Bhanduri
dam project on Mhadei, the
Goa BJP unit has decided to
start ‘Signature Campaign’
in the coastal state, a senior
BJP leader said.
Addressing a press conference, BJP State President

Sadanand Tanawade said
that approval to the said
DPR on Mhadei will affect
five talukas and five Wildlife
sanctuaries of Goa.
“We will start a Signature campaign across Goa
to save Mhadei,” Tanawade
said. “People of the state
have started to vent anger
over the approval of DPR. All
feel that it is a one sided decision (by the Central Water

Commission) and it is injustice to Goa. Our five talukas
namely Sattari, Bicholim,
Bardez, Tiswadi and Pernem
will be affected if water is diverted,” he said. He said that
a meeting of BJP’s State Office Bearers and Core committee was held on Monday,
who have decided to take
up this issue with the Central government through
various mediums.

mir, 5 in Arunachal Pradesh,
3 each in Sikkim, Punjab and
Uttarakhand and 2 in
Rajasthan.
Defence
Minister
Rajnath Singh also inaugurated 03 telemedicine
nodes one at Mizoram and
two in the UT of Ladakh. On
Sep 6, 2022 a MoU was
signed between DECU, ISRO
and
Border
Roads
Organisation at DECU, ISRO
Ahmedabad for establishment of such nodes. The
three Telemedicine nodes,
one each at remote & difficult locations of Project
Pushpak, Vijayak & Himank
in Mizoram and Ladakh respectively will now be connected through VSAT to Service hospitals.
Speaking on the occasion, Rajnath Singh lauded
BRO’s commitment towards
establishing connectivity in
far-flung areas by ensuring
timely completion of these
roads and bridges. He mentioned that in 2021, BRO
completed 102 infrastructure projects and in 2022,
alongwith these 28 infra
projects, BRO has dedicated
a record 103 infrastructure
projects to the nation. He
appreciated the feat of construction of these 28 infrastructure projects at such an
expeditious pace during
this year.

BJP demands NIA probe in stone pelting
on Vande Bharat Express in Bengal

New Delhi, Jan 3
(IANS) Just a few days after its inaugural run, the
Howrah-New Jalpaiguri
Vande Bharat Express
was pelted with stones in
West Bengal’s Malda district, prompting the BJP
to demand an NIA investigation into the incident.
Speaking on the incident, BJP General Secretary Tarun Chugh said,
“This incident is unfortunate. It is an example of
Mamata Didi’s jungle rule.
Every day there is violence in Bengal, murders
are happening, incidents
of rape, extortion are happening. Political activists

are targeted. These should
be investigated and strict action should be taken against
the culprits.”Leader of Opposition in West Bengal Assembly and BJP leader Suvendu
Adhikari tweeted, “Unfortunate & sickening. Stones
pelted at India’s pride Vande
Bharat Express in WB’s Malda
district. Is this revenge for ‘Jai
Shree Ram’ chants on the Inaugural day? I urge
@PMOIndia & @RailMinIndia
to handover the probe to
@NIA_India & punish the
p e r p e t r a t o r s .
@AshwiniVaishnawa.” The
window panes of the
Howrah-bound
Vande
Bharat Express were shat-

tered on Monday after
some anti-social elements pelted stones at
the newly-launched train
near Malda’s Kumarganj
station in West Bengal.
The incident comes four
days after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi flagged
off India’s 7th Vande
Bharat Express from
Howrah en route to New
Jalpaiguri Junction. The
express train connecting
South Bengal to North
Bengal was formally
launched on December
30, 2022, from Howrah in
the presence of Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee.
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar visits the stall on 'Jal Jeevan Hariyali'
programme at Gyan Bhawan, in Patna on Tuesday. UNI
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National Conference for Educationalists PSM Nagar in Ahmedabad
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A spiritual-based education shall enable youths to have the
wisdom to make positive decisions: Praful Pansheriya

Desk
India’s challenge has
shifted from inflation
management to facilitating
growth in 2023

The Modi government’s focus on
improving the country’s physical as
well as digital infrastructure ought
to have given added impetus to
investment. But on the ground,
neither domestic nor foreign
companies are really investing.
The new year begins on a slightly more optimistic note for India. Global crude and food prices are
roughly 38 per cent and 15 per cent down respectively from their highs in March, following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. The rupee has stabilised at 82-83
to the dollar after dropping from 74.5 levels at the
start of 2022, even as official foreign exchange reserves, which had plunged to $524.5 billion on October 21 from a year-ago peak of $642 billion, have since
recovered to $562.8 billion. With the prospects for the
upcoming rabi crop looking good — thanks to
favourable soil moisture conditions, timely onset of
winter and improved fertiliser availability on the back
of declining international prices — one can expect
consumer inflation to ease further. This, after falling
below the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) 6 per cent
upper ceiling target in November for the first time in
11 months.
The challenge for India this year is likely to be
more on the growth than on the inflation front. On
paper, the world’s disillusionment with China (more
specifically, the authoritarian policies of Xi Jinping,
both at home and beyond) and its diminishing economic prospects, worsened by a looming demographic crisis, should be making India every investor’s
favourite destination. The Narendra Modi
government’s focus on improving the country’s
physical as well as digital infrastructure — plus
schemes such as production-linked incentive to attract investments in specific sectors, from solar photovoltaic modules and drones to specialty steels —
ought to have given added impetus to this process.
But on the ground, neither domestic nor foreign companies are really investing. The biggest drag on investment during the last decade was over-leveraged
corporates and bad loans-saddled banks. That “twin
balance sheet” problem has more or less resolved itself. Today’s problem has mainly to do with strained
government and household balance sheets. That,
coupled with a deepening global slowdown constricting export demand, could have a bearing on
India’s economic growth.
What should the Modi government do? It should
certainly refrain from any fiscal stimulus to kick-start
investment or drive growth. Far from stimulus, what
the country needs is macroeconomic stability and
policy certainty. The current fiscal deficit and public
debt levels are far too high to allow any new populist
schemes in the name of putting money in people’s
hands or sharp tax cuts to supposedly revive investor sentiment. Large government deficits will invariably spill over into current account deficits. The latter
number, at 4.4 per cent of GDP in July-September, was
the highest for any quarter since October-December
2012 — and the prelude to the last so-called taper
tantrum-induced balance of payments crisis. India
cannot afford a repeat of that. The coming budget
must prioritise fiscal consolidation. This will enable
the RBI to also pause interest rate hikes and further
monetary tightening, which is probably not the best
thing for an economy already facing multiple growth
headwinds. Policy stability and credibility should be
the mantra that will ultimately work for India.

A special one-day national conference was organized today for vice chancellors, principals and educationalists at Pramukh Swami Maharaj Nagar in
Ahmedabad in partnership with the Gujarat Rajya
Mahavidyalaya Shaikshik Sangh and Akhil Bharatiya
Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh.
Titled ‘Spirituality in Education’, the conference was
led by a panel of high-calibre speakers, namely Rohit
Desai (President, Gujarat Rajya Mahavidyalaya Shaikshik
Sangh), Professor J.P. Singhal (President, Akhil Bharatiya
Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh), Shri Bhikhubhai Patel
(Chairman,
Charutar
Vidyamandal), Shri J.J. Vora (VC
HNGU),
Professor
A.C.
Brahmbhatt (PhD Programme
Coordinator,
PDEU
Gandhinagar), Professor Dr.
Chandkiran
Saluja,
Dr.
Jayantibhai Bhadesia (RSS
Gujarat), Praful Pansheriya (Minister of State, Parliamentary Affairs (Primary, Secondary and
Adult Education, Higher Education)), Professor Navin Sheth
(Vice Chancellor, GTU), Professor
Ramashankar Dubeyji ( Vice
Chancellor, CUG), Professor
Bhagwati Prakash Sharma, and
Rushikesh Patel (Minister of
Health & Family Welfare, Higher
& Technical Education, Law &
Justice, Govt. of Gujarat).
In his welcome address, Rohit Desai, President of
Gujarat Rajya Mahavidyalaya Shaikshik Sangh, said,
“I pray before the God that may we take positive energy
from this holy ‘Pramukh Swami Maharaj Nagar.’ Though
we impart quality education to students in our educational institutions, Pramukh Swami Maharaj has imparted value-based education by working for the welfare of society through initiatives such as de-addiction
campaigns, disaster relief work and women empowerment programmes. We should strive to unite and impart education that will benefit society and our nation.”
In his inspiring inaugural address, Brahmaviharidas
Swami, a senior swami of BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha
(BAPS), said,“Through education, an individual becomes
civilized. When you add spirituality, an individual becomes divinized. Today, we all gathered to witness ‘a
clean, green and a serene festival’ in a dustfree ‘Pramukh Swami
Maharaj Nagar’ where
1 crore paved bricks
are laid by the volunteers, which in itself is
a symbol of devotion.
Subsequently J.P.
Singhal, President of
Akhil
Bharatiya
Rashtriya Shaikshik
Mahasangh, added “We are fortunate to be a part of
this conference with the blessings of Pramukh Swami
Maharaj. Education without spirituality is futile. We
should strengthen our cultural roots by incorporating
universal lessons from our scriptures into our education
system.”
Thereafter, Praful Pansheriya, Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs (Primary, Secondary and Adult
Education, Higher Education), shared,“Teachers are in a
position to create students who can achieve profes-

sional excellence while also instilling
within them civilizational values. It is
the lack of spiritual education that is
leading to increasing suicide rates
among highly educated people. A
spiritual-based education shall enable
youths to have the wisdom to make
positive decisions.
“Pramukh Swami Maharaj did not
pursue a formal higher education, but
through his spirituality, humility and
pure conduct, he lead an organization
like BAPS and inculcated these values
in the swamis and devotees. We need
to learn from Pramukh Swami Maharaj
to renounce arrogance and focus on
the betterment of students. Teachers
should enable such an education
wherein students achieve stability and
not succumb to negative influences.”
J.J. Vora, Vice Chancellor of
Hemchandracharya North Gujarat
University, thereafter said, “I appreciate the devotion and dedication of the
80,000 volunteers o fdifferent professions who have come together to create this magnanimous ‘Pramukh
Swami Maharaj Nagar.’ Such a synchronization of unity, creativity and hard
work is only possible due to divine intervention.” He further discussed the
smooth implementation of the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP
2020).
Bhikhubhai Patel, Chairman of
Charutar Vidyamandal, Vidyanagar,
said, “The city of Vidyanagar is fortunate to have been blessed by Shastriji
Maharaj, who was the guru of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj, to be a hub
of some of the most eminent educational institutes of India. In 1964, Yogiji
Maharaj
established
Akshar
Purushottam Chhatralaya (APC), an
educational hostel facility for students
that has resulted in providing the
country with character-based and
value-driven youths. Out of the 1,200
swamis in BAPS, 135 are from APC.
In his keynote address, Professor
Dr. Chandkiran Saluja elaborated
upon the need of spirituality in the
education system in reference to NEP
2020. He said, “The objective of NEP
2020 is to provide a holistic development for students. The ancient Hindu
scriptures provide lessons on how inculcating spirituality in education can
positively transform a person’s life.
D
r
.
Jayantibhai
Bhadesia of
RSS Gujarat explained the importance
of
value-based
education for
preserving a cultural ethos. He
said, “Swami

Vivekanand gave great importance to
saints and teachers. He advocated instilling spiritual values in education as
an essential ingredient to develop an
ideal human.” He further narrated his
first-hand experiences on how the Indian diaspora in the United States provides extra classes on Hindu culture to
instil value-based learning in children.
Professor A.C. Brahmbhatt, PhD
Programme Coordinator at Pandit
Deendayal Energy University in
Gandhinagar, said, “On 30 June 2001,
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam in his first meeting with Pramukh Swami Maharaj, had
asked for his advice to achieve Vision
2020 where he had identified five important areas to transform India.These
were Education & Healthcare, Agriculture, Information & Communication, Infrastructure,
and Critical
Te c h n o l o g y.
Pramuk h
S w a m i
M a h a r a j
guided that a
sixth
area
needed to be
added – faith
in God and developing
p e o p l e
through spirituality.” He further explained how NEP 2020 is focussed on
balancing the logical and creative aspects of a student’s mind.
Professor Ramashankar Dubey,
Vice Chancellor of Central University of Gujarat, explained, “The true
essence of education lies in the holistic development of the student. Spirituality has been central to Indian culture since ancient times. Universities
like Takshashila and Nalanda were centres of holistic development for students.
Professor Navin Sheth, Vice
Chancellor of Gujarat Technological
University, said,“We are privileged to
be a part of the
centennial birth
celebrations of
Pramukh Swami
Maharaj while
we are also celebrating Azadi
Ka
Amrit
Mahotsav.”
Professor
Bhagwatiprasad
Sharma shared
insights on the
importance of
spiritual-based education for the development of India. He further shared
the incidents of scientific temperament espoused by the ancient Hindu

Scriptures and advocated a need to
inculcate those lessons in the educational curriculum.
Thereafter Gnanvatsaldas
Swami, a leading spiritual motivational speaker of BAPS, delivered an inspiring talk. He said,
“Pramukh Swami Maharaj advocated, ‘Education without values
destroys, while education with values protects us.’ An illiterate person
without values may steal a
miniscule amount, but an learned
person without values may embezzle lakhs and crores. Creation of

modern weapons to destroy humanity is a result of an education
without values. A value-based
teaching will result in teachers being revered and students respecting parents, serving others with
compassion and kindness.
Pramukh Swami Maharaj used to
say, ‘The heart of education is the
education of heart.’ A true teacher
is one who inspires his or her students to achieve the impossible.
“Drawing inspiration from
Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s valuedriven life, more than 40,000 volunteers are presently serving at
Pramukh Swami Maharaj Nagar
and more than 300,000 people are
visiting Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Nagar daily. A teacher should read
beyond his or her expertise and
strive to give 5 minutes of positive
guidance from inspirational characters to inspire their students towards character development.”
02Jan’s event is the ninth in a
series of 14 such conferences for
professionals of various fields, including doctors, lawyers, industrialists, technocrats and entrepreneurs.
It is a testament to the progressive
mindset of Pramukh Swami
Maharaj, whose work and teachings touched people from all walks
of life, to ensure the holistic success
and happiness of everyone in society.

Ayurvedic Physician Urges Garbh Sanskar for Better Society at Women’s Event
On 2 January 2023, the BAPS
Women’s wing organized a seminar on
Garbh Sanskar at the Women’s Empowerment Hall in Pramukh Swami
Maharaj Nagar.
Dr.
Monika
Vasani,
Ayurvedacharya, Founder of Dream
Baby Garbh Sanskar and a Medical
Officer with over a decade of experience delivered a seminar on the importance of Garbh Sanskar, describing
the values to be instilled in the womb.

Dr. Vasani said,“One of the reasons for
the high crime rate in society is the
neglect of value cultivation in young
children. As per Socrates, child development starts in the mother’s womb.
Comparing a young child to a seed,
Pramukh Swami Maharaj said that any
improvement must occur in the seed
and not the mature tree. Similarly, values must be instilled from the moment
a child is conceived.”
Elaborating upon the
need to foster values in children, she said, “Parents’
characters are significantly
responsible for the values a
child imbibes. Raising a
child is perhaps the most
important project for parents, so we must pay utmost
attention at the early stages
of life. That is why according
to Hinduism, Garbh Sanskar
is the first of the 16 sacraments for individuals.”
Further, drawing a comparison between modern
medical science and
Ayurvedic medicine, she
said,“Even modern medical

science says that 80% of the development of a child is in the womb. So ideally, if we spend 100 years teaching
new values to an individual after they
are born it would still not yield the
same results as the values a foetus gets
while in the womb.
“Our scripture, Charaksamhita, says
that there are, in all, six mediums
through which a foetus imbibes values. These include both parents’ character, biological cycles, thought pro-

cesses, behaviour, outlook, etc. It thus
becomes imperative for the parents to
ensure and consciously adopt a valued
and disciplined lifestyle for the sake of
their children. For these reasons,
Mahant Swami Maharaj has advised
that pregnant women should read
spiritual books to ensure the inculcation of spiritual values.”
Continuing further, she said, “A

child in the womb can hear from the
4th month. Scientists have proved that
cells responsible for hearing are attached to the top layer of skin on the
body. This automatically increases the
child’s grasping
power in the womb
resulting in the formation of lifelong
impressions.”
Finally, she concluded by adding,
“Good character
creates a good society, but a good character is built right
from the mother’s
womb. For this, parents must be aware
and stay informed
about raising a
good child from the
very early stages.
The onus lies upon
mothers in raising
children with rich
values to create a better society.”
On this occasion, Jayshree Mehta,
former collaborator with UNESCO and
the UN in scientific policy planning,
new project implications and gender
equality, and Owner and Director of
Infinium Toyota expressed her immense gratitude towards Pramukh
Swami Maharaj and applauded the
efforts of all the volunteers in this
Pramukh Swami Maharaj Nagar. She
said, “I feel fortunate and I am overcome with pride and delight to see

how thousands of volunteers have
banded together to serve at Pramukh
Swami Maharaj Nagar.”
She further added, “Pramukh
Swami Maharaj’s personality was so

magnanimous that words fall short in
describing it. He is a ‘Yug Purush’ and a
great soul like him comes only once
in a century. His thought process,
demeanour, dedication to serve society and people-oriented
persona made him unique.
He spent his whole life helping others.”
Recounting a divine experience she had of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj,
she said,“In 2000, Mrs.Yogini
Brahmbhatt, a Satsangi,
gave me an outline of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
life. I studied the outline and
spoke to people about him
from the information I had
read. Since I had never personally seen him, Mrs.Yogini
invited me to the Shahibagh
mandir. Words cannot explain the feeling of absolute
bliss I experienced upon
seeing him. He positively impacted my life and made me
understand that while focusing on science, technology, education, and policy planning is vital, it is
equally crucial to contribute to and
serve society.”
She further applauded the work of
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Pramukh Swami Maharaj and BAPS in
the 2001 Gujarat earthquake, saying,
“When we learned that BAPS was involved in massive earthquake relief
work, we decided to do our part by
donating a Qualis car for the swamis
and volunteers. Our aim was to give a
token in the relief work to ensure better services to the affected in remote
areas. Many affected villages and

tuality as the sixth point as a world
without moral and spiritual principles
cannot advance. The 6th point was formally introduced by Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, who stated that everyone's life
requires spiritual awareness.”
She concluded by saying,“I always
feel like Pramukh Swami Maharaj is
residing in my heart, mind and soul.We
should all always follow in his foot-

people received relief under the guidance and inspiration of Pramukh
Swami Maharaj. After this experience,
I have always felt his blessings with
me.”
She recalled a meeting between
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam and Pramukh
Swami Maharaj and said, “Dr. A.P.J.

steps. ”
Dr. Neeta Goswami, BASM, former
Chairperson GCCI, Ahmedabad, addressed today's seminar by paying
tribute to Pramukh Swami Maharaj on
his birth centenary. She said, "The light
of Pramukh Swami Maharaj's life and
work has illuminated my heart. Just
the way God has created the sun and
the moon, he has also created saints
like Pramukh Swami Maharaj for the
upliftment of society. His magnificent
creations are the glory of India."
She further explained the role of
the Guru in life and said, "When we are
not clear about our goals, we should
take refuge in a competent Guru who
can show us the right path. The Guru
has a direct relation with God and he
spreads the light of God in this world."
Expressing her admiration for
Pramukh Swami Maharaj, she stated
"We are celebrating the centenary of
the Guru who was close to God, or I
would rather say similar to God. He was
a Saint who had no expectations from
society but instead dedicated his entire life to the bliss of people. No person can be more capable than him."
She concluded her speech by saying that "We shall consider ourselves
fortunate that such saints bring reforms
to make our lives worthy and blissful.
Hence, I thank God immensely for providing me the opportunity to be a part
of such majestic celebrations."

Abdul Kalam designed a 5-point
scheme to usher India into the 21st
century. When he showed Pramukh
Swami Maharaj the same, Pramukh
Swami Maharaj suggested to add spiri-
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The Weeknd shocked after 'Blinding Lights'
becomes Spotify's most streamed song

Los Angeles, Jan 3 (IANS)
Canadian singer
The
Weeknd was left shocked
after his 2019 track 'Blinding
Lights' became the most
streamed song on Spotify of
all time.
The 32-year-old star,
born Abel Makkonen
Tesfaye, celebrated the
news on his Twitter account on New Year's Eve,
r e p o r t s
aceshowbiz.com.
Reacting to the news
that his track successfully surpassed Ed
Sheeran's 'Shape of You',
he wrote: "FOR NEW
YEARS ???" adding a trio
of face with party horn and
party hat emojis.
Later, The Weeknd
turned to Instagram to post
photos from 'Blinding
Lights' music video, including snapshots of him, clad in
a blood-red suit, laughing
with blood covering his
mouth. In the caption, he

wrote: "Happy new years to
blinding lights. The most
streamed song of all time
tonight."
The Weeknd first shared
'Blinding Lights' back on
November 29, 2019 as the

second single from his
fourth studio album, 'After
Hours'.
The track debuted at
number 11 on the Billboard
Hot 100 but went on to
spend four weeks at the top
spot. It eventually became
the first song to hold a spot
in the top 10 on the chart for

Arjun Kanungo to appear in a cameo
in 'Almost Pyaar with DJ Mohabbat'
Mumbai, Jan 3 (IANS)
Singer Arjun Kanungo is
set to make a cameo in
Alaya F and debutant
Karan Mehta's upcoming
film 'Almost Pyaar with DJ
Mohabbat', a romantic

musical Anurag Kashyap
and Amit Trivedi.
Arjun said: "What a
fun project to be part of!
Anurag sir called me out
of the blue and asked me
if I want to come to London to shoot something
with him."
"I didn't even ask
what and jumped onto it!
Next thing I know I'm in

Amit Trivedi's studio dubbing songs and packing
for London! 'Almost
Pyaar with DJ Mohabbat'
is a very different concept
and it was an honour to
work with Amit, who has
been a long time inspiration for me. A big thank
you to Anurag Sir for giving me this opportunity."
'Almost Love with DJ
Mohabbat,' starring
Alaya F and Karan Mehta
who marks his debut, was
recently presented at
Marrakech's Jemaa El Fna
Square this year.
The
film
was
screened along with
other spectacular films
by
stalwarts
like
Guillermo Del Toro, Paul
Schrader and James Gray.
The film is touted to be
Anurag Kashyap's ode to
modern love. Presented
by Zee Studios under the
Good Bad Films production is slated to release on
3rd February 2023.

an entire year.
According to Spotify's
Daily Global chart, The
Weeknd's 'Blinding Lights'
dethroned Ed's 'Shape of
You' by 918,000 filtered
streams. Back in October, Ed
discussed the possibility of 'Blinding
Lights' passing his
song on The Breakfast
Club.
"'Blinding Lights' is
about to take over
'Shape of You' as the
most-streamed song
of all time. And I don't
think that that debuted at #1," Ed said at
the time. "I think it debuted at like 11 or 12. And
then it grew, and now it's the
biggest song of all time."
In addition to 'Blinding
Lights', The Weeknd ended
2022 as Spotify's moststreamed artist of the year.
He dropped his latest album, 'Dawn FM', back in
January.
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Salman Khan's fan travels 1100 This new year, it's a new house for
km to wish him on his birthday
Ishita Dutta & Vatsal Sheth

Mumbai, Jan 3 (IANS)
Bollywood
superstar
Salman Khan recently met
one of his fans from
Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh,
who travelled all the way to
Mumbai on his bicycle to
meet him on his birthday.
He impressed the actor as
he traversed about 1100 km.

His picture with the
'Dabangg' actor is going viral; there is a board on his
cycle that reads: "Chalo
unko duwaae dete chale.
Jabalpur to Mumbai,
deewaana mai chala."
A Salman Khan fan page
shared the picture and

wrote: "Jabalpur-resident
Sameer pedalled 1100 km
to Mumbai to meet
M e g a s t a r
@beingsalmankhan."
The actor celebrated his
57th birthday on December
27.
On his birthday, Salman
shared a picture on his
Instagram handle, waving at his fans. He wrote
in the caption: "Thank
you all..."
The actor also
hosted a birthday party
for his family and
friends. The party was
attended by Shah Rukh
Khan, Iulia Vantur, Tabu,
Pooja Hegde, Sangeeta
Bijlani, Sonakshi Sinha,
Kartik Aaryan, among others.
On the work front,
Salman will next be seen in
'Tiger 3' with Katrina Kaif
and 'Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan'
with Pooja Hegde.

Mumbai, Jan 3 (IANS)
Bollywood couple Ishita
Dutta and Vatsal Sheth have
purchased a 3 Bhk flat in
Mumbai's Juhu and posted
a picture of it on their
Instagram handle.
Ishita and Vatsal posed
together in the picture in
front of their house which is
under construction.
They captioned it: "New
Year
New
Project#DreamHouse"
The 'Drishyam 2' actress
shared: "A new year marks a
fresh start, and a new house
is a chance to create memories and realise dreams. This
is a dream that I and Vatsal
had together, and now that

it's actually happening, it
gives us immense love and
happiness. Only love and
gratitude to all of our family
and friends who have supported us no matter what."
While Ishita is also

known for her TV shows
such as 'Ek Ghar Banaunga',
'Bepanah Pyaar', and 'Thoda
sa Baadal Thoda sa Paani',
Vatsal was seen in 'Taarzan:
The Wonder Car', 'Ek Hasina
Thi', 'Haasil', among others.

For Ranveer Brar, khichdi with
Kathiyawadi kadhi is the perfect soul food

New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
Celebrity chef Ranveer Brar,
who will be seen on the
panel of judges along with
chefs Vikas Khanna and
Garima Arora, got candid
about his relationship with
food. He thinks that Indian
cuisine has been way
"ahead of its times" and that
one must have Khichdi and
Kathiyawadi Kadhi once in
their lifetime.
He said: "I have always
batted for regional cuisines
and home and street food. It
excites me every time to see
what new innovations and

A H M E D A B A D
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interpretations I might see
on the plate. That's what we
have looked for in previous
seasons and will look for in
this one too. I think this season is extremely focused on
contestants' growth and input towards the same.
I feel it's a very special
season going by the immense talent we have, especially to see the huge jump
in their quality post-pandemic. That's what makes it
special and exciting."
Talking about a few
dishes that according to him
are must-try, he said: "I think
everyone should definitely
taste a good Khichdi, however, it's made in their respective regions.
I call Khichdi an emotional 'Nirvana'. For me personally, Khichdi paired with
a Kathiawadi style Kadhi is
the perfect soul food."
When asked about Indian cuisine and its popularity across the world, he said:
"Indian cuisine is one of the
most versatile and adapt-

*

James Cameron explains
'game plan' for 'Avatar' sequels
Los Angeles, Jan 3 (IANS)
Filmmaker James Cameron
has compared the 'Avatar'
sequels to "episodic television."
The 68-year-old filmmaker has directed the
long-awaited blockbuster
'Avatar: The Way of Water'
and confirmed that a number of sequels are planned
for the coming years to
make sure that the sci-fi
franchise stays fresh in the
memories of audiences, reports aceshowbiz.com.
"We know exactly what
we're doing. We know what
these movies are gonna be.
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able and I don't just say this
out of bias.
Our cuisine has actually
been ahead of its times for
centuries. The demographic
and cultural adaptations of
ingredients and flavours are
incredible.
Our concept of eating
local and seasonal is what
the world is waking up to
now and that's what will
continue contributing to
true sustainability in the
longer run."
While talking about the
contestant on the show and
how the new season is going to be different, he said:
"We have contestants from
nearly all parts of India. I
wouldn't really want to pick
favourites, because there
are bad days and good days
and it sort of gets you down
if your favourite doesn't perform well on a given day.
Every challenge brings a
new surprise element. That
said, there are contestants
from all age groups from 19
to 70.

Disclaimer
Adverstisement
appeared in this News
Paper have not been
verified factually and
“WESTERNTIMES”
does not stand
responsible for the
sales proposition.

We just have to go through
the process of getting them
done. So ideally, two years
from now, ('Avatar 3') comes
out, ideally maybe three
years after that ('Avatar 4')
comes out, and then ideally
maybe a couple years after
that ('Avatar 5') comes out,"
James told TheWrap.
The 'Titanic' filmmaker
continued: "If they're gonna
invest in these characters, if
they're gonna invest in this
world, we want to give it to
them at a regular cadence.
That was the game plan.
(The collective films are) really one big story, but it's like

*

episodic television. Each
one has its own proximal
resolution. The character
problems continue across
the cut."Cameron admits
that he does "mourn some
of the stories" that he has
not been able to put on the
big screen as he has devoted years to the 'Avatar'
series. He told Empire magazine: "Two thoughts in answer to your question: the
first is that the world of Avatar is so sprawling that I can
tell most of the stories I want
to tell within it and try many
of the stylistic techniques
that I hope to explore.
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Hospital staffer caught drunk
Ahmedabad : A 34-year-old man, working as a
sanitary inspector with Civil Hospital in Asarwa, was
caught drunk in the quarters of the hospital on
Monday afternoon.
According to an FIR filed with Meghaninagar
police, the cops got a message from police control
room that a man named Tushar Kharadi, a resident
of Sopanam staff quarters, was caught drunk by
some people near the trauma centre in Civil Hospital.
Cops also checked his house later and found a
bottles of Indian-made foreign liquor (IMFL) form
there. Meghaninagar police charged him under prohibition act and began an investigation into the
case.There was also a dispute over jurisdiction of
the case between Shahibaugh and Meghaninagar
police for two hours, said sources in the city police.

Santa Claus beating: FIR
against ‘unidentified men’
Ahmedabad : Nearly three days after a video
showing some hooligans beating two men dressed
as Santa Claus near Kankaria lake, Maninagar police have finally swung into action and on Monday
filed a complaint against‘unidentified men’ for beating ‘unknown men dressed up as Santa Claus’ on
Friday night.
According to an FIR filed by the sub-inspector
CB Gauswami of surveillance squad of Maninagar
police, Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC)
had organised Kankaria Carnival at Kankaria Lake
between December 25 and December 31.
“A video has gone viral which shows that some
unidentified persons, more than five, beating two
men dressed up as Santa at around 9pm on December 30 in front of the Kankaria Zoo. Those men were
slapping the men dressed up as Santa Claus,” stated
the FIR filed with the Maninagar police on Monday.
The FIR stated that the cops tried to find out the
two men who were dressed up as Santa Claus but
they could not find them.
“But in order to maintain law and order, it was
necessary to file a complaint, so I submit this plea
to file a complaint against those unidentified men
who abused and slapped those two men dressed
as Santa Claus,” stated Gauswami the FIR.
The FIR stated that the police witness in the case
would be the two men dressed up as Santa Claus,
other people, who are seen in the viral video, and
some security guards deployed there. Maninagar
police have registered a complaint of causing hurt,
using abusive words and unlawful assembly against
unidentified men.

Kakadiya named disciplinary
panel chairman
Gandhinagar : State BJP president C R Paatil on
Monday named members of the state disciplinary
committee of the BJP. According to a party release,
former party MLA Vallabh Kakadiya has been
named the chairman, while the members of the
committee are Bipin Dave, Manilal Parmar,
Jayshreeben Patel, Ramsinh Rathva, Ajay Choksi and
Takhatsinh Hadiyol.

Mansukh Salla given Mahadev
Desai Award
Gandhinagar : Educationalist and writer
Mansukh Salla was on Monday given the Mahadev
Desai Social Service award by governor Acharya
Devvrat.
Speaking on the occasion, the governor, who is
also chancellor of Gujarat Vidyapith, said that the
simplicity of MansukhSalla has been inspiring for a
large number of students. After receiving the award,
Salla said that he is honoured to get the award. He
had completed his postgraduate studies from
Gujarat Vidyapith in 1965.

Two officers get one-year
extension
Gandhinagar : Two officers of the state government were granted an extension for a period of one
year beginnin January 1, 2023, separate notifications
issued by the state general administration department (GAD) said.
The services of K M Lala, secretary, in the legislative and parliamentary affairs department, have
been extended for a period of one year, beginning
January 1, 2023. C J Gohil, secretary in the legislative and parliamentary affairs department, has also
been given anextension of one year with effect from
January 1, 2023.

145 patients ferried every hour
by EMRI
Ahmedabad : In 2022, EMRI 108 ambulance services reached 12.72 lakh persons, mentioned the
state health department officials on Monday. At an
average 3,485 persons daily and 145 persons hourly
got the service, wheras the average response time
was 17 minutes, 10 seconds.
Out of total, 1.2 lakh got emergency services
that proved to be life-saver, claimed the officials.The
state currently has 800 ambulances.
The statistics indicated that the highest calls
were related to pregnancy (4.42 lakh), followed by
road traffic accident (1.45 lakh), and abdominal pain
(1.38 lakh) among others. The year also saw 3,450
calls related to Covid, mentioned officials. A total of
10,065 childbirths took place in the ambulance last
year, they added.

AMC to give property tax
interest rebate
Ahmedabad : The revenue department of
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC) on Monday announced an early bird interest rebate scheme
for the payment of pending property tax.
Under the scheme, citizens who pay their property tax between January 6 and 31 will get an 80%
rebate on tax interest for residential properties and
a 60% rebate for non-residential properties.

3 dental college students
suspended from hostel
Ahmedabad : On Monday three female students
studying their third year at the Government Dental
College and Hospital in Asarwa were suspended
from the hostel premises by the college administration after a complaint of verbal spat between junior and senior students.
As per sources, on Sunday when some second
year student were celebrating the birthday of one
of their fellow students at the dental college’s
women’s hostel, some third-year students had objected to it which led to heated arguments between
juniors and seniors.
“We came to know that some third-year students had objected to birthday celebrations by second year students at the women’s hostel. This resulted in a verbal spat between juniors and seniors.
We investigated the matter and found that it was
not a case of ragging but only heated arguments,”
said Girish Parmar, the dean of the college.
Parmar said that the committee called all the
students for questioning on Monday.

City-State

25-year-old murdered over affair with cousin
Ahmedabad : A 25-yearold man from Chanakyapuri
area of the city was allegedly
beaten to death by three
men in the wee hours of
Sunday. The victim’s cousin
had allegedly paid the men
Rs 50,000 to assault him in a
bid to teach him a lesson,
but the plan went horribly
awry and led to the murder.
An officer of Sola police
said that Rajendra Regar
was beaten to death by accused, Pravin Purabia, 18, a
resident of Chankyapuri,
Vijay Bharwad, 20, a resident
of Sola, and Anmol Yadav, 18,
a resident of Ghatlodia. His
body was later thrown near
the railway track in
Hebatpur on Sunday.
According to Sola police
the trio were paid Rs 50,000
for the job by Vishal Khanna,

the victim’s cousin. Regar, a
loading rickshaw driver, was
allegedly in a relastionship
with Khanna’s sister.
According to the cops,
Khanna warned Regar
against the affiar, saying society would never accept an
incestuous relationship. Besides, it would bring disrepute to the family.But Regar
paid no heed to his warnings and therefore Khanna
decided to teach him a lesson.
Khanna paid the money
to the trio to assault Regar,
so that he stopped meeting
the girl. To execute their
plan,the three accsed took
help from their common
friend Vijay Thakor, a Sola
resident. Thakor took Regar
to
an
eatery
in
Chanakyapuri on Saturday

night and alerted the accused. After dinner, when
Regar stepped out of the
eatery, the trio forced him to
ride pillion on their bike and
took him to Hebatpur railway crossing.
“The three men were
drunk as they had come
straight from a booze party
on December 31. They began beating up Regar and
threatened him with dire
consequences if he did not
stop seeing Khanna’s sister.
However, when Regar resisted, the accused became
aggressive. Bharwad took a
stone lying nearby andhit
Regar on his head. Regar
succumbed to his injuries at
the spot,” said a police officer.
On Monday, the victim’s
brother Prakash Regar filed

a complaint of murder
against the three accused
Purabia, Bharwad and Yadav
who were caught by a team
of Sola police.
The officer said that the
trio dumped Regar’s body
near the railway track to establish that he had died after being hit by a train. However, as there were no cuts
or wounds on Regar’s body,
the cops grew suspicious.
They then checked the
CCT V footage from the
shops near the eatery in
Chanakyapuri and it
showed the accused taking
Rajendra away. Based on
human surveillance and
technical input, the cops
caught Purabia, Bharwad
and Yadav from their houses
late on Sunday night and
booked them for murder.

Paldi road rage: Motorist hits
banker with iron rod, stone

Ahmedabad : A 36-year-old man filed a road rage
complaint with Paldi police against an unknown car
driver who allegedly attacked him with an iron road and
a stone following a skirmish on Sunday morning. Parth
Darji, a resident of Kalp Riverview Flats, works as a
deputy manager in the Nirnaynagar branch of the State
Bank of India in Vadaj.
The incident took place when Darji was returning
home on his scooter after a visit to the salon. He used
his hand to signal a right turn. Just then, the driver of
the car behind him applied a sudden brake and kept
honking, the FIR states.
The driver rolled down the car’s window and began abusing Darji. When Darji asked him to refrain from
using abusive language, the driver got down from the
car and allegedly hit Darji on his back with an iron rod.
Darji snatched the rod from the man when he tried to
hit him on the head. The accused, however, did not
budge. He took a stone lying nearby and hit Darji on
the head. Feeling giddy, he sat on the road and took
out his cellphones to call the cops. Mean while,the accused took Darji’s scooter key with him and fled. Darji
went back to the salon and washed his head. He then
requested a man to drop him off at a nearby hospital.

HC notice to govt, GPCB on Developer loses Rs 37L to cybercrooks
PIL to curb noise pollution

Ahmedabad : The
Gujarat high court on
Monday issued notices to
the state government, the
Gujarat Pollution Control
Board (GPCB), city police
commissioner, municipal
commissioner and the
Ahmedabad district superintendent of police
over a PIL that requested
issuance of directions to
curb noise pollution.
The PIL filed by Kaivan
Dastoor, a practising lawyer, has demanded implementation of GPCB’s
Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules

and its decision taken on
December 3, 2019, that no
sound system should be allowed to be used without
soung limiters installed in
them.
After hearing the case
for some time, the bench of
Chief Justice Aravind Kumar
and Justice Ashutosh
Shastri,
questioned
petitioner’s
advocate
Maulin Yajnik if he had taken
out a baraat during his wedding.
The lawyer replied that
his wedding took place during Covid times and there
were restrictions. The bench

issued notice on the PIL
and ordered it to be heard
with another PIL, which
was
filed
by
a
Gandhinagar doctor who
demanded restrication
on the use of loudspeakers for azaan on mosques.
During the hearing,
the petitioner’s advocate
submitted
that
Ahmedabad city police
got 10,277 complaints of
noise pollution in 18
months since January
2021, but no action was
taken against any person
and only two vehicles
were seized.

Ahmedabad : A 42-yearold
developer
from
Mehsana on Sunday filed a
complaint with the local
cybercrime police after he
lost Rs 37 lakh to
cybercrooks within 30 minutes despite not sharing his
bank accounts password or
any OTP to facilitate the
withdrawals.
Dushyant Patel, a resident of Krushnam Sky City
Society, stated in his FIR that
the incident took place on
December 31.
Patel was in his office
that day when he received
a message at 3.19pm that Rs
10 lakh had been withdrawn from his account. At
3.20pm, he got one more
message that another Rs 10
lakh had been withdrawn.

Man steals wife’s jewellery, booked for breach of trust

Ahmedabad : A 26-yearold woman from Sola filed a
police complaint against her
husband on Monday,
allegingthat he stole her
jewellery worth Rs 7.5 lakh
and eloped with his girlfriend. Sola police have
booked her husband
oncharges of breach of trust
and theft.
In her FIR with Sola police, Prachi Patel, a resident
of Shantivan Bungalows,
stated that the she got married to Smit Patel on November 26, 2015. She said that
she happened to meet a
woman during Smit’s sister’s
wedding in May last year.

Smit Introduced the woman
as his friend’s sister but
Prachi was not convinced.
On May 22, she saw a
reel posted by the woman
on Instagram in which she
was seen in a car with Smit.
When Pranchi confronted
Smit, he insisted that the
woman was just a friend and
there was nothing more to
the relationship.
The FIR further states
that in June last year, Smit
and his friends had gone to
Mt Abu. However, when he
returned, he was feeling
stressed out. When Prachi
asked him what had happened, he said that the

woman threatened to commit suicide if he did not
marry her. He also promised
Prachi that he will resolve
the matter.
But inthe first week of
July, Prachi found that Smit
had sold his jewellery to go
on a trip with the woman.
She said that despite her father-in-law asking Smit to
leave the woman, he left the
house on July 26 to be with
her.
Prachi said that the
woman was allegedly seeking money from Smit’s father to send him back to
Prachi.
After around five

GIHED Property Show to take
place on January 6, 7 & 8
Ahmedabad: CREDAI
Ahmedabad
(formerly
known as GIHED), has
organised the 17th edition
of GIHED Property Show, the
biggest property show of
Gujarat, at Ganesh Grounds
in Ahmedabad from January 6 to 8.
The show features over
250 residential, commercial,
warehouse, weekend villas,
and plotting projects from
different
parts
of
Ahmedabad by leading developers.
Tejas Joshi, President of
CREDAI Ahmedabad, said
that the 17th GIHED Property Show is a one-stop
shop to get detailed infor-

mation about projects
across segments and will
give buyers and investors an
opportunity to buy property in a hassle-free manner.
Financial institutions are
also taking part in the property show.
“Ahmedabad is the larg-

est city and economic hub
of Gujarat. The city has been
growing by leaps and
bounds over the years as
people from around the
country
have
made
Ahmedabad their home
due to livelihood opportunities.

AMC’s town planning dept
clears 1st impact fee application
Ahmedabad : On Monday, the town planning
committee of the AMC declared that the very first
application for regulariz-

ing illegal construction has
been cleared. The case involves a house in Vikas
Tenement in Vejalpur. Two
other applications were re-

Celebrating 5 th January,2023 130th
Birth Anniversary of a Premavatar
Sri Sri Paramahansa Yogananda
Thuspromised Sri Sri
Paramahansa Yogananda in
“Songs of the Soul,” one of
the many spiritual classics as
testimony of his divine eloquence.
At the crest of the celestial wave being“Autobiography of a Yogi,” the harbinger
of the revival of the world’s
interest in India’s ancient science of Yoga. Known as “Father of Yoga in the West,”
Yoganandaji was born
Mukunda Lal Ghosh on
January
5th
at
Gorakhpur.The above compassionate covenant was
foreseen
when
Yoganandaji’s parents;
Bhagabati Charan Ghosh
and Gyana Prabha Ghosh
had taken their precocious
infant to Yogavatar Lahari
Mahasaya of Banaras.
The majestic yogi seated
the infant on his lap and
placing his hands on his
little forehead by way of
spiritually baptising him,

“Little mother, thy son will
be a yogi. As a spiritual engine he will carry many
souls to God’s kingdom.”
What followed was a decade of rigorous apprentice-

ship under the Master. Later
Mukunda was bestowed
with the long coveted and
laboriously worked on
mantle of monkhood.
Henceforth he would be
known as Yogananda; which
means bliss (ananda)
through divine union
(yoga).

jected: one came from the
Walled City and the other
from the south west zone.
Till date 4,048 applications have been received
by the AMC under the
Gujarat Regularisatino of
Unauthorised Development Act (GRUDA), 2022.
Two and a half months
have passed since the law
came into force but thousands of property owners
are yet to approach the
AMC for regularizing their
properties. Online applications have been received
by the AMC since October
1 last year. In the eastern
part of the city, the highest
number of applications
1,153 were received from
areas in the south zone
such as Maninagar,
Lambha, Behrampura,
Danilimda, Khokhra, Vatva,
Isanpur and Vatva GIDC.
Further, 720 applications
were received from areas
like Odhav, Viratnagar,
Gomtipur, Ramol-Hathijan
and Nikol which fall inthe
eastern part of the city.
“Applicants are not clear
whether they will have to
pay betterment charges
along with the impact fee
and whether the provision
for 50% parking has to be
shown in the applications,”
said a senior AMC town
planning officer.
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months, Smit called up
Prachi and asked for some
money. He told her that he
wanted to come back and
requested her to book a
Mumbai-Ahmedabad ticket
for him.
Prachi sent him the
ticket and he returned on
December 7. on December
13, Smit and the woman allegedly stole her jewellery
worth Rs 7.50 lakh.
Prachi later approached
Sola poilce and filed a complaint of breach of trust,
cheating, criminal conspiracy and theft against her
husband and his alleged
girlfriend.

Patel rushed to the
Panchot branch of ICICI
bank and informed the officer about the unauthorized withdrawals.
He urged the officer to
immediately close his account and stop any further
transaction. But while he
was still speaking to the officer, he received yet to another message at 3.49pm
informing him that Rs 17
lakh had been withdrawn
from his account.
He said that the bank
official told him that he had
been
defrauded
by
cybercrooks and insisted on
freezing the account. He
said that when he tried to
access his account through
netbanking his username
and password entires were

shown as invalid. Later, upon
insistence from the bank
official,he froze the account
and informed the cops
about the fraud through
cybercrime helpline.
He later filed a complaint of breach of trust,
cheating and abetment under IPC along with charges
under the Information Technology Act.
An officer of Mehsana
police cybercrime cell said
that Patel’s device may have
been bugged leading to his
bank account details being
compromised.
This was one of the
rarrest cases of cyber fraud
where the victim had not
shared his bank account details or password with anyone, he said.

4-year-old raped, accused nabbed
Rajkot : A 35-year-old man was arrested by
Jamnagar police for kidnapping and raping a four-yearold girl. The accused, Sargen alias Sajan Vishvakarama,
is a native of Nepal.
According to police, the crime took place on Sunday morning.
The accused went to a housing society where a
member of his community worked as a security guard.
There, the girl was playing with her grandmother.
Vishvakarma knew the family. He asked for water and
when the child’s grandmother went inside for water, the
accused took the girl to an isolated place by luring her
with chocolates.
Inspector P L Vaghela of C division police station
said,“When the girl returned home, she was crying. Her
father saw her bleeding from her private parts. When
he asked the girl what had happened, she said that
‘Sajan Mama’ had taken her.” Her father immediately
called the police control room. Soon a police van
reached there, took the girl to G G hospital and registered a complaint for kidnap and rape.

HDFC Bank partners with
Microsoft as part of its Digital
Ahmedabad, January 3,
2023: HDFC Bank, India’s
largest private sector bank,
is partnering with Microsoft
in the next phase of its digital transformation journey
and unlocking business
value by transforming the
application portfolio, modernizing the data landscape
and securing the enterprise
with Microsoft Cloud.
HDFC Bank as a part of
its Future Ready strategy is
developing in house IPs as
well as partnering with several companies including
FinTechs’ to co -create technology IPs. The bank will leverage Microsoft Azure to
consolidate and modernize

its enterprise data landscape through a Federated
Data Lake to scale its information management capabilities across enterprise reporting, and advanced
analytics using artificial intelligence.
Built on
Microsoft Azure stack, the
solution will enable the
bank to democratize and
monetize its data landscape
catering to several business
units, spanning multiple systems, reports and processes.
The solution powered by its
unified architecture, collaborative engineering environment, industry-leading
security and ecosystem of
AI/ML based deep learning

Gujarat Police Hot On
The Heels Of Charanjit
Two lookout circulars (LOCs) have been issued by
Gujarat police against alleged kingpin of illegal immigration racket Charanjit Singh, who fled to US on January 13, 2022, six days before the family of four from
Dingucha village froze on the US-Canada border. He
had promised to get them to the US via the illegal route.
Meanwhile, inquiry has started in the other incident
relating to the death of Brijkumar Yadav from Mehsana
district when he fell off a metal barrier on the USMexico border in Tijuana. He and his family were also
promised entry in US by the accused. Yadav was holding his three year old son when he fell off the wall. The
infant, however, survived. His wife also fell off the wall
but landed on the US side of the steel border barrier.
The inquiry in the incident has been handed over to
the State Monitoring Cell (SMC) of the police.

capabilities. In addition, the
Bank will also leverage
Microsoft
Power
Platform&#39;s industryleading low code, no code
capabilities to set up an App
Innovation and Automation
Factory.The App Factory will
enable the Bank to migrate,
modernize and transform its
application portfolio. “Our
partnership with Microsoft
is a part of our technology
transformation agenda by
investing in running the
bank as well as building the
bank of the future. At the
heart of this is the ability to
offer a neo banking experience to our customers that
is second to none.

3 Arrested In NY
Night Murder Case
Sola police cracked the
case involving the murder of
a youth in Chandlodia area
on New Year’s night by arresting three persons on
Monday. The three accused
were identified as Vijay
Bharvad, Anmol Yadav -cousin of the deceased -and Pravin Purabiya. Police
said interrogation revealed
that the deceased, Rajendra
Naval, 23, had allegedly
been teasing and stalking
accused Anmol’s sister. She
allegedly gave Rs 50,000 to
one Vishal Munna to beat up
Naval.

Veggie Glut, Prices Slump
Winter heralds an abundance of vegetables and the
going has been good for
Amdavadis as veggies have
turned a bit more affordable
in the last fortnight. Prices of
several vegetables including tomatoes, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, ivy gourd,
cluster beans, brinjals, broad
beans and french beans
have gone down drastically.
Naresh Prajapati, a vegetable vendor at Ambawadi
said tomatoes now cost Rs
30 a kg from the earlier Rs 40
while carrots cost Rs 40 from
the earlier Rs 60 a kg. “Ivy
gourd prices have come
down from Rs60 to Rs40.
Even the prices of spinach,

fenugreek and ginger have
gone down by nearly 3040%,”he said. Prajapati, however, said prices may surge
during the wedding season.
He has seen his business increase by 10% to 20% due to
the drop in prices. Jawanji
Prajapati, owner of Ashapuri
Vegetables and Fruits Shop
at Jhansi ki Rani said business has risen 10% to 20%
due to the price decline but
it does not necessarily translate into improved profits.
“The decline is, however,
good for customers. People
usually buy what they want
irrespective of the prices but
winters bring in an abundance of vegetables and this

time the supply is also good,”
said Prajapati. Hitesh Gupta
of Uttam Vegetables and
Fruit Center at Anandnagar
said vegetable prices have
declined by 50% compared
to last winter. He said such a
decline brings in more profit
for cart sellers and not shops
selling vegetables. “Many
cart sellers get into the vegetable business during the
season and this increases
competition,” said Gupta.
Dinesh Prajapati an employee of Mahadev Vegetables and Fruits in
Ramdevnagar said online
vegetable marketplaces and
laari sellers eat into their
business.
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RCEP takes effect for Indonesia,
new trade regulations in place
Jakarta, Jan 3 (IANS) The
Regional Comprehensive
Economic
Partnership
(RCEP) agreement has come
into effect for Indonesia,
with the country putting
new regulations in place for
its trade with other members of the world's largest
free trade deal in terms of
population and the size of
economy and trade.
So far, the free trade pact
has taken effect for 14 of the
15 members of the RCEP,
which comprises 10 member states of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and their five trading partners, namely China,
Japan, South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand, reports Xinhua news agency.
The RCEP entered into
force on January 1, 2022.
ASEAN groups Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand
and Vietnam.
Indonesia's new regulations on origin of goods and
issuing documents of origin
for goods exported from it
have been in place starting
from Monday, as part of
implementing the RCEP
agreement.
Trade Minister Zulkifli
Hasan said that the new

regulations specify the procedure of obtaining certificates of origin for goods exported from the Southeast
Asian country.
The business sectors in
Indonesia can also choose
between the two types of
document, a certificate of
origin and a declaration of
origin to claim "preferential
rates." Both documents can
be issued independently.
"This new rule is in line
with a trade commitment
facilitated by the RCEP,"
Hasan said. "Business sectors will be benefited by this
measure as the RCEP
scheme will make the flow
of exported goods in the region become smoother."
Over the past year, the
free trade agreement has
helped lower the cost of
trade, facilitated the integration of industrial chains, and
benefited consumers in the
region.
"The agreement is also
expected to boost competitiveness and global production networks, promote regional supply chains by increasing export market access for goods and services,
reduce or remove trade barriers, and increase technology transfer in the region,"
Hasan said.

Syria devalues local currency amid
worsening economic situation
Damascus, Jan 3
(IANS) Amid a worsening
economic situation, the
Central Bank of Syria has
lowered the official Syrian pound's exchange
rate against the US dollar
for the second time since
September 2022, reflecting a loss of about 50 per
cent.
According to the
bank's bulletin on Monday, the official exchange
rate dropped to 4,522
Syrian pounds against 1
USD from the previous
3,015, reports Xinhua
news agency.
Analysts believe the
central bank's move aims
at controlling the transactions from abroad and
keeping the exchange
process within banks instead of the black
market.Monday's devaluation was the second in

less than four months after
the Central Bank weakened the national currency
from 2,814 pounds to
3,015 pounds against the
dollar in September.
The latest decision
came as the Syrian currency has continued to
crash in the war-torn country, plunging more Syrians
into poverty.Syria has been
wracked by civil war since
early 2011 when Bashar
Assad's regime cracked
down on pro-democracy
demonstrators.
Hundreds of thousands of people have been
killed and over 10 million
displaced, according to estimates from the UN.
Meanwhile, the currency has been hit hard by
war, corruption, Western
sanctions and financial
and economic collapse in
neighbouring Lebanon.

2 confirmed dead in landslide in
Japan
Tokyo, Jan 3 (IANS) Two people were confirmed
dead after their bodies were found at the site of a
landslide in northeastern Japan, local officials said.
Officials of Tsuruoka city in Yamagata prefecture
said rescuers have found two victims at the site of
the landslide, measuring 20 to 30 meters in height
and 100 meters in width, that occurred at a mountain here on Saturday, Xinhua news agency reported.
A team of about 200 people from police,
firefighters and the Ground Self-Defense Force conducted a round-the-clock search, according to the
Tsuruoka city office.
About 10 buildings were heavily damaged and
an elderly couple, a woman in her 70s and her husband in his 80s, were reported as missing.Police said
they were trying to determine whether the two bodies found were those of the missing couple.

Turkish exports reach record
high in 2022: Erdogan

DEA has expressed concerns to ADHD medication manufacturers that 'aggressive marketing practices'
may be contributing to excessive prescriptions. The DEA did not name specific companies, but its concerns
are believed to relate to the prescribing practices of Cerebral and Done Global. In December, the DEA announced that it would not allow an increase in the production of pharmaceutical ingredients for ADHD
drugs like Adderall in 2023. It followed a rise in prescriptions for Adderall since the start of the Covid-19
pandemic, which FDA said in October had led to a shortage of the drug.

Libyan govt ready to hold elections in 2023: PM
Tripoli, Jan 3 (IANS)
Libyan Prime Minister
Abdul-Hamed Dbeibah said
his government is ready to
hold general elections this
year."The Government of
National Unity and the National Elections Commission
are fully prepared to hold
the national elections in
Libya," Dbeibah said during
a cabinet meeting.
"The year 2023 is the
year of elections, the year of
uniting civil institutions, sectors, and organisations, and

supporting national figures
whose demand and the
goal is to hold successful
elections," Xinhua news
agency quoted the Prime
Minister as saying.
Libya failed to hold general elections in December
2021 as previously scheduled due to disagreements
over election laws among
the parties.
The Prime Minister also
stressed
that
his
government's priorities include achieving develop-

ment in Libya and avoiding
armed conflict and war.
Libya is currently divided between a government appointed by the
House of Representatives
(Parliament), and the Tripolibased Government of National Unity which only
agrees to hand over power
to an elected government.
Abdoulaye Bathily, the
special representative of the
UN Secretary-General for
Libya, has expressed hope
that elections would be

held this year.
"I hope 2023 will be a
year to make up for lost opportunities and find a lasting solution that paves the
way for holding elections
and building sustainable
peace and prosperity in
Libya," Bathily said.
Ever since the fall of the
late dictator Muammar
Gaddafi's regime in 2011,
Libya has been struggling to
make a democratic transition amid escalating violence and political division.

Sweden sees highest number of
bankruptcy filings since 2013
Stockholm, Jan 3 (IANS)
Due mainly to the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war, the accelerating rate of inflation
and high electricity prices,
the number of bankruptcies
in Sweden rose to the highest level in a decade during
the second half of 2022, according to the latest statistics.
Between July and De-

cember 2022, 22 per cent
more bankruptcies were
registered than in the same
period in 2021, Xinhua news
agency reported, citing a
press release by business
and credit reference agency
UC.According to UC, nearly
3,500 companies filed for
bankruptcy in the said period, around 300 more than
in the same period in 2013,
when the previous record
was registered.
In December alone, UC
said that the number of
bankruptcies increased by
17 per cent year-on-year.
Among hotels and restaurants, the number of
bankruptcies was 29 per
cent higher in December
than in the same month in
2021. The respective increase among retailers was
28 per cent, UC said.
Meanwhile, the total
number of start-ups across

all sectors decreased by 13
per cent in December compared with the same month
in 2021, UC said.
As Sweden eased the
Covid-19 pandemic-related
restrictions, 2021 saw the
lowest number of bankrupt-

cies on record.The year 2022
also started on a high note,
but concluded with unpleasant surprises, UC
economist Johanna Blome
said in the press release.
"Ahead of 2022, optimism was high, not least as

a result of the record low
number of bankruptcies in
the past year and the removal of pandemic restrictions. A bright future was
predicted for Sweden's entrepreneurs and small business owners, but unfortunately, the year (2022) instead offered a series of
unpleasant surprises that
affected both the Swedish and the global
economy,"
Blome
said."Many companies
face a tough 2023.
Smaller companies can
suffer from setbacks in liquidity as a result of increased electricity and
purchase costs as well as interests," Blome said, adding,
"The risk is great that bankruptcies will continue to increase and the number of
start-ups will decrease -- at
least during the first part of
2023.

Russia plans prolonged attacks
with Iran-made drones: Zelensky
Tirzepatide - sold under the brand name Mounjaro - is expected to be approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for weight loss within months.
Analysts expect the drug - which is believed to be better than similar rival medications - to make anywhere from $25 to $48billion in the US every year. That's
more than the current record holder, Pfizer's Covid jab, which raked in $36.8billion in 2021 and more than double the $20.7 billion set by AbbVie's rheumatoid
arthritis drug Humira in the same year.

Teenager charged over New York NYE attack
New York, Jan 3 (IANS) A
19-year-old has been
charged with two counts of
attempted murder over a
machete attack on three
police officers near Times
Square in New York City on
New Year's Eve.
According to the police,
Trevor Bickford, who was
also charged with two
counts of attempted assault,
travelled to New York City by
train from Maine before the
attack on December 31,
2022, reports the BBC.
The three officers, one of

whom suffered a fractured
skull after being struck by
the machete, were all released from hospital on
Sunday.Bickford is believed
by investigators to have
travelled to the city on December 29 after withdrawing thousands of dollars in
cash from his bank account
and purchasing the knife
later used in the attack.
Addressing a press conference on Monday, Police
Commissioner Keechant
Sewell said the attack was
"unprovoked".According to

Germany reports record
employment in 2022
Berlin, Jan 3 (IANS) The
number of people employed in Germany in 2022
was a record 45.6 million, up
1.3 per cent year-on-year,
according to provisional figures published by the Federal Statistical Office
(Destatis).
The service sector in
Europe's largest economy
alone accounted for 34.3
million employees. Growing
at 1.6 per cent year-on-year
in 2022,
almost all job growth
took place there, Xinhua
news agency reported, citing the figures.
The immigration of foreign workers and the increased participation of domestic population enabled

Germany's workforce to
grow. The dampening effects of demographic
change on the labour market were "more than offset",
Destatis noted.
Already in mid-2022,
the country's economy was
lacking more than half a million skilled workers on an
annual average, according
to the German Economic
Institute (IW).
Without immigration
and rising labor force participation rates, the shortage of skilled labor in Germany would be as high as
seven million by 2035, according to a recent study by
the Nuremberg-based Institute for Employment Research (IAB).
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US media reports, his
mother and aunt had reported him to the FBI over
their fear that he had been
radicalised by extreme
Islamists.viewed by FBI
agents in Maine in mid-December after he said he
wanted to travel overseas
and help fellow Muslims.
CNN also reported that
a backpack found at the
scene contained a diary in
which he expressed his desire to join the Afghan
Taliban and believed he
would die in the attack.

Kiev, Jan 3 (IANS) Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said that Russia is
planning prolonged attacks
with Iran-made "Shahed"
drones in a bid to "exhaust"
the war-torn nation.
In his nightly video address to the nation on Monday, the President said that
since the beginning of 2023,
the Ukrainian Armed Forces
have shot down over 80
Russian drones, reports
Ukrayinska Pravda.
"Only two days have
passed since the beginning
of the year, and the number
of downed Iranian drones
over Ukraine is now over 80.
This number may increase
in the near future. Because
the nights can be quite restless these weeks.
"We have information
that Russia is planning a
prolonged attack with
Shahed drones. Their bet

Warnings issued against Israeli Minister's
potential visit to Al-Aqsa Mosque
Ramallah/Gaza, Jan 3
(IANS) Palestinian officials
and factions have issued
warnings against the potential visit of Israeli National Security Minister
Itamar Ben Gvir to the AlAqsa Mosque, also known
as the Temple Mount, in
East Jerusalem.
Israeli media reported
on Sunday that Ben Gvir
informed the police that
he intends to enter the
courtyards of Al-Aqsa
Mosque during the current week, the first for an
Israeli Minister in nearly
five years, reports Xinhua
news agency.
Hussein Al-Sheikh, Secretary General of the executive committee of the

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), said in a
statement that "Ben-Gvir's
threat to
storm Al-Aqsa as security minister is the pinnacle of blatant and
shameless defiance".
In Gaza, the Islamic Resistance Movement said in
a press statement that the
escalation against Al-Aqsa
Mosque represents a
detonator, warning the Israeli government would
bear the consequences.
Meanwhile, the Islamic
Jihad Movement in Gaza
said in a statement that
Ben Gvir's entry into AlAqsa Mosque would
"open the door to an open
uprising.

may be on our exhaustion.
The exhaustion of our
people, our air defence, our
electricity," he added.
He went to say that "the
Russian regime needs sentiments that would lead to
higher
support
of

mobilisation. Something
that they can demonstrate
to their country in order to
lie further, as if everything is
going according to plan".
Meanwhile, Russian
drone strikes on Ukraine
appear to have increased in
recent days, with Moscow
launching attacks on cities

and power stations across
the country over the past
three nights.
Continued Russian attacks Ukraine's energy infrastructure have destroyed
power stations and plunged
millions into darkness
amidst the country's freezing winter.
Zelensky's remarks also
came hours after Ukraine
confirmed that it carried out
a strike in the occupied region of Donetsk, that killed
hundreds of Russian troops,
the BBC reported.
In an extremely rare admission of battlefield losses,
Russia said the attack killed
63 of its troops -- the highest number of deaths acknowledged by Moscow
since the war began on February 24, 2022.
The claims have not
been verified as access to
the attack area is restricted.

Ankara, Jan 3 (IANS) Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan announced that the country's exports in 2022 reached a record high of $254.2 billion, registering a year-on-year growth of 12.9 per
cent.
"Our goal now is to make Turkey one of the top
10 exporting countries," Erdogan told the Turkey
Exporters Assembly in Istanbul on Monday.
He added that exports were only $36 billion
when the ruling Justice and Development Party
came to power 20 years ago, reports Xinhua news
agency.
According to the President, the number of exporting firms grew from 33,523 in 2002 to more than
111,000 in 2022 and the number of cities engaged
in exports increased from five to 24 in the same period.
Additionally, exports to the European Union,
Turkey's biggest trading partner, recorded a year-onyear growth of 12 per cent in 2022, with the foreign
trade surplus reaching over $10 billion, Erdogan said.
The Turkish leader underscored his country's efforts to conduct an increasing amount of trade in
local currency, saying that the volume of foreign
trade conducted in Turkish currency had reached
350 billion liras ($18 billion) in 2022.

Israeli FM to attend conference
with Arab counterparts in March
Tel Aviv, Jan 3 (IANS) Israeli Foreign Minister Eli
Cohen announced his plan to attend a conference
in March with his counterparts from Arab countries
that have normalised relations with the Jewish state.
Cohen, who took office last week in Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's far-right coalition government, said the conference will be hosted by Morocco, Xinhua news agency reported citing a statement issued by the Foreign Ministry here.
The Ministry's director-general is scheduled to
attend a working meeting next week with Arab
counterparts in Abu Dhabi to prepare the meeting,
he added.
Cohen was referring to the Negev Forum, a foreign ministerial-level framework established by Israel, Bahrain, Egypt, Morocco, the UAE and the US in
2022 to develop Israeli-Arab relations, especially after the normalization Abraham Accords Israel
reached with Bahrain, Morocco and the UAE in 2020.
"Expanding the Accords to other countries is not
a matter of 'if' but of 'when'," Cohen said.The Minister added that Israel's ties with the Arab countries
resulted in $2.85 billion in trade in 2022 and "a significant contribution to security ... and regional stability".

Croatia's 2022 tourism revenues
hit new record
Zagreb, Jan 3 (IANS) Croatia's revenues from
tourism in 2022 are projected to total a record 13
billion euros, the country's Minister of Tourism
Nikolina Brnjac said here.
The number of tourists who visited Croatia last
year was almost as high as in pre-pandemic year
2019, Xinhua news agency quoted the Minister as
saying.
In the first nine months of last year, Croatia's tourism revenues already exceeded 11.6 billion euros,
easily surpassing the previous record of 10.5 billion
euros logged in 2019, Brnjac said.
The country recorded 18.9 million tourist arrivals and 104.8 million overnight stays last year, 37 per
cent and 25 per cent, respectively, more than in 2021,
and 91 per cent and 96 per cent, respectively, more
than the previous record year of 2019.

Indian-origin man charged for
allegedly attacking 2 men in
Singapore
Singapore, Jan 3 (IANS) An 36-year-old Indianorigin man has been charged with one count of assault for allegedly attacking two men in Singapore
on New Year's Eve, police said.
Lavan Saravana was arrested by the Singapore
police for allegedly hitting a man, 47, with a pair of
scissors and punching another 44 year-old several
times near an HDB block in Jurong East Avenue 1,
The Straits Times reported.The attacker also approached a 15-year-old, who managed to escape
and alert the police. All three victims were unknown
to the man, the police said, adding that the scissor
attack victim was taken to hospital.

Historic parade held in California
for New Year celebration
Los Angeles, Jan 3 (IANS)
Tens of thousands of people
lined the streets to watch
the 134th Rose Parade, the
most famous annual celebration event for the New
Year in southern California.
The Rose Parade on
Monday, usually an iconic
New Year's Day tradition,
was pushed by one day this
year in keeping with the
event's "Never on Sunday"
tradition kept since 1893,
Xinhua news agency reported.
The Rose Parade travels
five and a half miles down
Colorado Blvd. in Pasadena,
a city in the western US state
of California. The event is famous for its gorgeous, spectacularly-designed floats of
all shapes and colours. This
CMYK

year, the parade features 39
floral-covered floats, 16
equestrian groups and 21
marching bands from across
the country and around the
world.
"Turning the Corner" is
the theme this year for the
event.
"Whether that corner is
actual or figurative like the
unlimited potential that
each new year brings -- we
all enjoy the opportunity of
a fresh start," explained Amy
Wainscott, the 2023 Pasadena Tournament of Roses
president, in a statement
posted on the event's
website.
"Turning a corner means
rising above -- alone, or with
family, friends and community.

As Monday marked the start of the three-day
public viewing of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI,
mourners gathered to pay tribute before his 'simple'
funeral at the Vatican on Thursday. On the eve prior
to Monday, Vatican police had estimated that 25,000
to 30,000 would visit him in state at St Peter's Basilica. But just over five hours after the doors opened,
it was estimated that 40,000 people had visited the
body, with a queue snaking around St Peter's Square
by mid-morning. The body of Pope Benedict on public display at St Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, where
the public pay their respects

Sport

CMYK

6

AHMEDABAD WEDNESDAY 4/1/2023

Espanyol challenge derby result
after Lewandowski appearance

Suryakumar showcases
incredible skills in practice
session ahead of first T20
against SL
Mumbai, Jan 3 (IANS) Newly appointed vice-captain of the Indian T20 side Suryakumar Yadav showcased some amazing hits during the first practice
session here at Wankhede Stadium ahead of the first
T20I of the series against Sri Lanka.
The flamboyant batter, who rose to prominence
in white-ball cricket in 2022, has been rewarded by
the selection committee for his commendable performances as he was appointed the vice-captain of
the T20 side.
The BCCI posted a video of Suryakumar practicing at Wankhede Stadium, where he can be seen
hitting some spectacular shots in the nets.
The video captioned: "A new year A new start A
new Vice-captain -- @surya_14kumar- for the Sri
Lanka T20I series TeamIndia had their first practice
session here at Wankhede Stadium ahead of the
T20I series opener in Mumbai."
India will look to avenge their Asia Cup loss
against reigning Asian champions Sri Lanka when
they take the field for the T20 series opener here at
Wankhede Stadium on Tuesday.

NEW Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp said there is no point bothering to complain to Premier League
referees as it is like speaking to a microwave, with the German left fuming with the officiating in their 3-1
defeat at Brentford on Monday. Klopp said Brentford were 'stretching the rules' with their pushing and holding, especially at set-pieces, and thought Bryan Mbeumo's third goal should have been ruled out for a foul.
When asked whether he had spoken to the match officials about the issue, Klopp told beIN Sports: 'Yeah, but
actually that's exactly the same as I would talk to my microwave, you get no response, really. It's always the
same.

PCB chief backs Shahid Afridi,
says he can take 'bold decisions'
Lahore, Jan 3 (IANS) Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
chairman Najam Sethi has extended his support
towards newly appointed national team's interim
chief selector Shahid Afridi and said that the former
skipper can take "bold decisions".
Afridi was appointed as the selection
committee's interim chair after Mohammad Wasim
was sacked by the new PCB management after Pakistan suffered a humiliating first-ever 0-3 home
series whitewash at the hands of England last
month.
"He's very popular, he's the sort of person we
want in the selection committee who can take bold
decisions," Sethi told Arab News.
"(Someone) to experiment with new talent, to
realise where old is still gold and I think that was
missing in this team which is why we had four defeats in a row in Test matches."Afridi was on board,
he wanted to make some changes and he wanted
the team to play bold and exciting cricket. We are
not going to play to win or to lose, but we are now
going to play the game in the true spirit," he added.

Ranji Trophy: Unadkat wreaks havoc
against Delhi, claims hat-trick in first over
Rajkot, Jan 3 (IANS)
Saurashtra captain Jaydev
Unadkat scripted history on
his return to Ranji Trophy as
the left-arm pacer claimed a
hat-trick in the first over of
the Group B match to wreak
havoc on Delhi's top-order
here at the Saurashtra
Cricket Association Stadium
on Tuesday.
This was the first-ever
first-over hat trick in the history of Ranji Trophy.
Unadkat picked up a

National Championship:
Speedskater Anoli Shah bags
multiple bronze medals

hat-trick in the first over of
the match by dismissing
Dhruv Shorey, Vaibhav
Rawal, and Yash Dhull off the
third, fourth and fifth deliveries. He then added two
more wickets to his kitty in
the form of Lalit Yadav and
Lakshay Thareja by the end
of his second over to complete his 21st five-wicket
haul in first-class cricket.
Overall, Unadkat picked
up 6 wickets after conceding 29 runs in 9 overs as

Thousands pay their last
respects to Pele in Brazil
Santos, Brazil, Jan 3
(IANS) Thousands of people
gathered in the Brazilian city
of Santos to bid farewell to
football legend Edson
Arantes do Nascimento, better known as Pele, who died
at 82 on Thursday from colon cancer.His wake was being held at the Urbano
Caldira Stadium, the home
field of Pele's former team
Santos, allowing fans to pay
their last respects. Among
those who attended were

Bengaluru, Jan 3 (IANS) International
speedskater Anoli Shah bagged three bronze medals at the 60th National Roller Skating Championship, here.
She won one bronze in track point to point +
elimination race, one in track elimination race, and
one bronze in mixed relay race in the Championship.
"I'm going back home with some good racing
experience and a better idea and understanding of
all the areas I need to work on. Looking forward to
carrying the experience ahead and doing my best
to qualify for the Asian Games," said the ENGN
backed speedskater, Anoli.

FIFA president Gianni
Infantino, and the chief of
South
America's
CONMEBOL football confederation,
Alejandro
Dominguez, reports Xinhua
news agency.Infantino said
he planned to propose that
all national football federations around the world
name a stadium after the
three-time FIFA World Cup
winner (1958, 1962 and
1970), along with his Brazilian national team.

Delhi were reduced to 10 for
7 after a dramatic start.
Last month, Unadkat
was the leading wickettaker during Saurashtra's
run to the Vijay Hazare Trophy title. He picked up 19
wickets in 10 matches at an
economy of 3.33.
The 31-year-old also
earned a Test recall in
Mirpur. He claimed three
scalps as India recorded a 20 series win in Bangladesh.
Saurashtra are in their

quest to make the knockouts. After three games, they
are currently placed third in
Group B with 12 points, including one win and two
draws. On the other hand,
Delhi are reeling with 2
points in the ongoing season after a 9-wicket loss
against Maharashtra and a
draw against Assam and
Tamil Nadu.
Mumbai
and
Maharashtra are currently
placed first and second.

Valencia's Barcelona loanee Gonzalez
out for 3 months with broken foot bone
Madrid, Jan 3 (IANS)
Valencia coach Gennaro
Gattuso has confirmed
that his side will be without midfielder Nico
Gonzalez for at least three
months after he broke his
fifth metatarsal bone in
his left foot.The defensive
midfielder, who is on loan
from FC Barcelona, suffered the injury in the
79th minute of Valencia's
2-1 defeat to Villarreal on
Saturday.He will now miss

an intense part of the season in which Valencia
kicks off their Copa del
Rey campaign away to
third tier side, La Nucia, on
Tuesday, as well as traveling to the Spanish
Supercup in Saudi Arabia
next week, reports Xinhua
news agency." Valencia
coach in a press conference on Monday in which
he asked the club to make
a signing to cover for
Gonzalez's absence.

Madrid, Jan 3 (IANS)
Spanish La Liga side
Espanyol has confirmed
they have appealed against
the result of Saturday's
derby against local rivals FC
Barcelona, due to the presence
of
Robert
Lewandowski in Barca's
starting 11.
Lewandowski was allowed to start after the Central Litigation Court in
Madrid temporarily suspended a three-game ban
which the striker had been
handed following his sending off in Barca's visit to
Osasuna in November.
Although the Spanish
Football Federation's (RFEF)
appeal's committee rejected Barca's original appeal against the suspension
and the Administrative Tribunal for Spain (TAD) also
rejected Barca's appeals, the
court's decision meant
Lewandowski was in the
side to face Espanyol, reports Xinhua news agency.
Espanyol reacted to the
news by failing to send any

official representation to
the match, which ended 11 with Joselu's late penalty
cancelling out Marcos
Alonso's early opener for
Barca.
The club have now confirmed they are challenging
the result due to what they
consider to be an irregular
selection by Barcelona.
"Before the game
started, the club informed
the matchday referee,
Mateu Lahoz, and the RFEF
about the presence in our
rival's 11 of the footballer,
Robert Lewandowski, who
should have completing a
suspension after his sending off for a double yellow
card in the previous round
of matches in the Championship," read an Espanyol
communique.
"Espanyol, as we announced before the match,
will use all of its resources to
defend its interests and
those of the fans in the face
of the flagrant injustice
which puts the essence of
our competition at risk."

United Cup: Pegula, Tiafoe claim
victories for United States
Brisbane, Jan 3 (IANS)
World No. 3 Jessica Pegula
tallied her first win of the
season with a 6-3, 6-2 win
over Germany's Laura
Siegemund on Day 6 of the
United Cup.
After wins from Taylor
Fritz and Madison Keys on
Day 5, Pegula's dominant
victory delivered the Americans an insurmountable 30 lead over Germany, reports unitedcup.com.
World No. 19 Frances
Tiafoe then followed Pegula
onto court and moved his
nation 4-0 ahead, defeating
Oscar Otte 7-5, 6-4.
Having defeated the
Czech Republic in their
opening tie, the USA will finish Group C undefeated and
advance to the City Finals
where it will face Great
Britain.Tuesday's victory
was a meaningful one for
Pegula in more ways than
one. The win was her first
singles win since capturing
the biggest title of her career the Guadalajara Akron

Open in October, snapping
a four-match losing streak
that began at the WTA
Finals.Coming off a hotlycontested 7-6(6), 6-4 loss to
Petra Kvitova in her first
match of the season, Pegula
put in a comprehensive and
dominant baseline performance
to
defeat
Siegemund. The German
struggled to gain any traction in Pegula's quick service
games, with Pegula winning
75 per cent if her first-serve
points and 79 per cent of her
second-serve points. The
American lost just 10 points
on her serve.
With the tie secured,
Tiafoe played with freedom
and confidence when he
beat Otte to further extend
his nation's advantage.
In his first ATP
Head2Head
meeting
against Otte, the 24-year-old
was strong on serve, firing
nine aces and winning 97
per cent (29/30) of points
behind his first delivery to
triumph after 77 minutes.
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Audi India registers 27% growth in 2022 Epic Games CEO hints Fortnite
Mumbai, Audi, the German luxury manufacturer,
today announced a 27%
growth compared to the last
year and witnessed a
healthy sales figure of 4,187
retail units. The uptick was
propelled by the 3 popular
launches– Audi Q7, Audi A8
L and Audi Q3. The Audi A4,
Audi A6, Audi Q5, Audi Q8,
Audi e-tron and Audi e-tron
Sportback remain volume
sellers for the brand. The RS
and S performance cars
continued strong demand
and a good order bank for
2023.
Mr. Balbir Singh Dhillon,
Head of Audi India, said,“We
are delighted with our performance in 2022 despite
hitting roadblocks posed by
the global issue like semiconductor availability, shipment challenges, etc. At over
27%, our sales have grown
in all segments. 2022 was a
strong year for our e-tron

range. We continue to exceed our own estimation
and strongly sell all the five
electric cars we offer in India.
India’s favourite luxury QAudi Q3 made a strong restart in 2022 and we are confident that its success will
continue in 2023 and beyond. Products like the Audi
A6, Audi Q5, Audi Q7, Audi
Q8, Audi A8 L and our RS
models continued their
strong performance; we
have a strong order bank already for the start of 2023.
On the retail front we increased our pre-owned car
facilities to 22 in 2022.”
In 2022, Audi India announced a one-of-a-kind rewards program –“Audi Club
Rewards” for customers in
India. Audi Club Rewards offers exclusive access, segment-first privileges and
bespoke experiences. Audi
Club Rewards is open to all
existing owners (including

Airtel 5G Plus
goes live in Indore
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
Bharti Airtel on Tuesday announced the launch of its
cutting-edge 5G services in
Indore.
The Airtel 5G services
are currently operational at
Vijay Nagar, Rasoma chowk,
Bombay Hospital Square,
Radisson square, Khajrana
area, Sadar Bazaar, Gita
Bhawan, Panchsheel Nagar,
Abhinandan
Nagar, Patrakar
c o l o n y ,
Yeshwant road,
Phoenix Citadel
mall and few
other select locations.
Airtel said it will augment its network making its
services available across the
city in due course of time.
"Airtel customers can
now experience ultrafast
network and enjoy speeds
up to 20-30 times faster
than the current 4G speeds.
We are in the process of
lighting up the entire city
which will allow customers

to enjoy superfast access to
High-definition
video
streaming, gaming, multiple
chatting, instant uploading
of photos and more," Sujay
Chakrabarti CEO, Bharti
Airtel, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, said in a statement.
Airtel 5G Plus services
will be available to customers in a phased manner as
the company continues to
construct
its
network and
complete
the
ro
massive speeds, the best
voice experience, will work
on all 5G smartphones and
be
kinder
to
the
environment.5G services
have also kicked off in Delhi,
Mumbai, Gurugram, Pune,
Jammu, Srinagar, Shimla,
Guwahati,
Chennai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Patna, Siliguri, Nagpur and
Varanasi.

Audi Approved: plus owners) and future customers of
Audi India. One-of-a-kind
rewards program in which
every interaction with the
brand and partner brands is
rewarded. Customers accrue
points on their spends and
can redeem these points on
any future services and purchases hassle-free with a
single click. Audi India has
decisively moved to its goal
to emerge as a sustainable
and profitable brand. With
customers at the heart of
every manoeuvre, Audi India will continue its strong
focus on long-term strategy.
Audi India's current line-up
of products include: Audi A4,
Audi A6, Audi A8 L, Audi Q3,
Audi Q5, Audi Q7, Audi Q8,
Audi S5 Sportback, Audi RS
5 Sportback, Audi RS Q8,
Audi e-tron 50, Audi etron
55, Audi e-tron Sportback
55, Audi e-tron GT and Audi
RS e-tron GT.

Apple may bring
Micro LED
technology to
Watch Ultra in
2024
San Francisco, Jan 3
(IANS) Apple is reportedly
planning to bring Micro LED
technology to its Watch Ultra with a larger display next
year.
In a note to investors,
Haitong International Securities analyst Jeff Pu said that
he expects Apple Watch
sales to drop in 2023 due to
"lack of significant spec upgrade", reports 9To5Mac.The
analyst claimed that the
2024 Watch Ultra might
adopt a Micro LED panel instead of an OLED.The analyst
also heard from sources familiar with the matter that
the 2024 Watch Ultra might
feature a larger 2.1-inch display, up from 1.93 inches on
the current model, the report said.In October last year,
the iPhone maker had
added a new workout setting to its 'Apple Watch Ultra' that extends battery life
to an estimated 60 hours by
reducing GPS and heart rate
readings.--IANS

returning to iOS in 2023
San Francisco, Jan 3
(IANS) Epic Games CEO Tim
Sweeney has hinted at a return of the Fortnite game to
iOS in 2023, almost three
years after the best-selling
game was taken down from
the App Store for breaking
platform guidelines.
In a tweet to celebrate
the new year, Sweeney
wrote, "Next year on iOS!",
which was then followed by
a picture of a Fortnite character looking up at fireworks
that spell out 2023, reports
MacRumors.
After Epic Games included a direct payment
option in Fortnite that circumvented Apple's in-app
purchasing system and
broke App Store guidelines,
the game was removed
from the App Store in August 2020.
The iPhone maker ulti-

mately banned Fortnite
from the App Store, placing
the blame directly on Epic
for violating its rules.
"Epic Games took the
unfortunate step of violating the App Store guidelines
that are applied equally to
every developer and designed to keep the store safe
for our users. As a result their
Fortnite app has been removed from the store,"
Apple had said in a statement.
"Epic enabled a feature
in its app which was not reviewed or approved by
Apple," it added."Three
years later, both Epic Games
and Apple are now appealing a court decision made in
September 2021 that would
have required Apple to allow developers to add inapp links to outside
websites," the report said.-

Series creators want more money
after ads appear on Netflix

San Francisco, Jan 3
(IANS) Series creators on
Netflix are demanding more
money from the streaming
giant after it launched an
ad-supported subscription service in November last year.
According to Jeremy Zimmer, head of
the United Talent
Agency, this strategy
"changes the game" in
terms of how the
streamer should compensate creative talent,
reports
Financial
Times.
"A show that does really
well will get more advertisers and more revenue will
flow to Netflix.
Therefore, our clients
who created that show
should be compensated for
that additional revenue,"

Apple may develop 'AirPods Lite' to
compete with cheaper wireless earbuds
San Francisco, Jan 3
(IANS) Tech giant Apple is
reportedly working on
'Airpods Lite' version to
compete against cheaper
wireless earbuds.
AirPods currently come
in four different models,
ranging from the secondgeneration AirPods to the
advanced AirPods Max, and
while they've become quite
popular earphones, they're
not exactly cheap.
According to Haitong
International Securities analyst Jeff Pu, the demand for
AirPods is expected to drop
by 2023, reports 9to5Mac.
Moreover, based on his
industry sources, he claims
that shipments of AirPods
are expected to drop from
73 million units in 2022 to 63
million in 2023. It may be a
result of "soft AirPods 3" demand in combination with
the fact that Apple may not
release new AirPods this
year, according to the report.
Although it's unclear
what exactly this product is
or what features it'll have, Pu

describes it as a lower-cost
earbud that will compete
with non-Apple products,
the report added.
Last year, Apple released
the second generation of its
AirPods Pro which offered

several upgrades, including
the next generation H1
processor.The updated
model boasts improvements to audio quality while
keeping the same design as
its predecessor.--IANS

TSMC may manufacture most
of Snapdragon 8 Gen 3 chips
Taipei, Jan 3 (IANS) Taiwan
Semiconductor
Manufacturing Company
( TSMC) will reportedly
manufacture the majority
of Qualcomm's next-generation Snapdragon 8 Gen
3 chipsets.
The chipsets are expected to be sourced from
both Samsung and TSMC
to reduce manufacturing
costs, reports Gizmochina.
However, TSMC is likely
to manufacture the majority of chipsets because of
the 80 per cent high yield
rate of its 3nm process.
According to experts
specialising in the semi-
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conductor study, TSMC's
3nm process node has a
yield rate of roughly 60-70
per cent, and even about
80 per cent in some cases.
"If the data provided
by the report is anything to
go by, both Apple and
Qualcomm won't have
shipping issues with their
next-generation chipsets,
the A17 Bionic and Snapdragon 8 Gen 3," the report said.
Before working with
the US startup Silicon
Frontline
Technology,
Samsung reportedly had a
yield rate of around 20 per
cent.

Zimmer was quoted as
saying.Netflix launched the
"Basic with Ads" plan on November 3, 2022, at $6.99 per
month, compared to be-

tween $9.99 and $19.99 per
month for an ad-free subscription.
About 9 per cent of
Netflix subscribers in the US
have opted into the streaming service's new "Basic with
ads" streaming plan, accord-

ing to reports.Netflix
launched its ad-supported
service to offset slowing
subscriber growth.
The company, however,
has long resisted profitsharing arrangements
with
creative
agencies.However, according to Zimmer, previous
rules were tied to an adfree platform.
"There's a different revenue stream coming in
that they had said wasn't
going to be there," said
Zimmer.
According to analytics
firm Antenna, in addition to
the "Basic with Ads" subscribers who signed up for
Netflix, the firm observed
only 0.1 per cent of Netflix's
existing US subscribers
switching to the "Basic with
Ads" plan in November.

Microsoft claims to have no
idea when 'CoD' game released
San Francisco, Jan 3
(IANS) Microsoft's lawyers
have claimed that they have
no idea why the 'Call of Duty
game' is special and when it
came out.
On Twitter, Matt Stoller,
author of 'Goliath: The 100Year War Between Monopoly Power and Democracy' book,
p o s t e d
M i c ro s o f t ' s
37-page reply
to the US Federal
Trade
Commission
(FTC) lawsuit
seeking to block the
Activision Blizzard deal, reports The Verge.
"Microsoft avers that it
lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations concerning industry perceptions of 'Call of
Duty' and 'Call of Duty's'
original release date," the
page mentioned.
"Or as to the truth of the
allegations concerning 'Call
of Duty's' launch and typical
release schedule and the resources and budget

Activision allocates to Call of
Duty, including the number
of studios that work on 'Call
of Duty'," it added.
In January last year, the
tech giant had announced
that it would spend $68.7
billion to acquire leading
video game developer
Activision Blizzard, mentioning how it
would
get
"iconic franchises" including 'Call of
Duty', 'Warcraft'
and 'Candy Crush' for that
fee, the report said.
Meanwhile, last month,
FTC had sued Microsoft
from acquiring Activision
Blizzard and its blockbuster
game 'Call of Duty' for $69
billion.
The FTC had said that
the deal, the largest ever in
the video gaming industry,
would enable the tech giant
to suppress competitors to
its Xbox gaming consoles
and its rapidly growing subscription content and cloudgaming business.
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IIT Kanpur filed record 107 IPRs in 2022
YES BANK partners with Microsoft to
Kanpur, Jan 3 (IANS) The and diseased bones.
the potential to contribute
Indian Institute of TechnolOther patents filed this for building an Atmanirbhar
transform
mobile
banking
experience
Mumbai, YES BANK an- and ecosystem partners on mon platform. We believe, ogy (IIT ) Kanpur filed a year also included an Opti- Bharat across sectors."

nounced that it has
partnered with Microsoft to
bring forth a next generation mobile application
(app) with a view to provide
customers
with
a
personalised banking experience. YES BANK will leverage Microsoft’s Azure platform to create the app
which will offer customers a host of services such as
online payments, shopping,
rewards, offers, as well as
customized dashboards, in
addition to traditional banking functions.
Using a cloud-native approach, the all-new app will
run on Microsoft's enterprise-grade cloud platform,
and will support YES BANK
in scaling up various services by bringing merchants

to a common platform. This
will empower the Bank to
cater to diverse financial
needs of customers across
loans, payments, deposits,
investments, cards and
more.
Commenting on the development, Mr. Prashant
Kumar, MD & CEO, YES BANK
said “We, at YES BANK, have
always been in the forefront
of leveraging technology to
bring forth solutions that
provide a differentiated
banking experience. Our
partnership with Microsoft
is a testament to this effort,
as we look forward to cocreating a proposition that
will offer customers with the
benefit of transacting, as
well as undertaking a host
of other activities on a com-

Over 13 companies decided to
set their shop in SriCity in 2022
Chennai, Jan 3 (IANS) It
was a busy and eventful year
2022 for the Sri City -- an integrated business city near
here -with signing agreements with over 13 companies that have decided to set
up their new plants; 12 companies starting construction
work and 13 new units going on stream and several
companies expanding their
facilities, said a top company
official.
The year that went by
also saw Japanese automobile company Isuzu Motors
India celebrating a decade
of its presence in India.
Last year Isuzu Motors
India saw many internal production milestones being
achieved, including the
rollout of the 50,000th vehicle, 5000th locally made

engine and the 500,000th
pressed part, from the
SriCity plant.
"It has been an impressive year for us, and we
thank all our clients who are
partnering with us. Sustaining our growth, we look forward to more exciting developments in 2023," Dr.
Ravindra
Sannareddy,
Founder Managing Director,
Sri City.
According to SriCity, the
12 companies that have
kicked off the construction
works last year are: EPACK
Durable, Blue Star Climatech
Limited, Bell Flavours,
Autodata, Daikin, Havells,
Neemrana Steel, Oji Packaging, Haitian, JGI, Zen Linen
Phase 2, RSB Transmission)
have kicked off the construction works of their
plants.

the proposition will bring in
the right mix of convenience and flexibility while
being within the realms of a
highly secured network of
both
YES BANK and
Microsoft.”
Commenting on the collaboration, Mr. Anant
Maheshwari, President,
Microsoft India, said, "YES
BANK has been embracing
the shift from traditional
banking to creating personalized technology-driven
customer experiences. We
are excited to collaborate
with YES BANK on their digital transformation efforts.
Microsoft Azure enables YES
BANK with secure and resilient architecture that helps
them build new experiences
for their customers.”

record 107 IPRs (intellectual
property rights) in the year
2022.
This marks the second
consecutive year the institute has filed the highest
IPRs (107) in its history.
Among the 107 IPRs
filed, the different IPR prospects included 80 patents,
23 design registrations, 2
copyrights and 1 trademark
applications along with 1 US
patent application.
The patents included inventions from varied domains ranging from Nano
technology to MedTech
which includes several
healthcare solutions such as
drug delivery system based
on medical plants popularly
used in traditional medicine
for the healing of injured

CHANGE OF NAME

crore). The average deal size
was a high Rs 1,485 crore.
According to Haldea, as
many as 17 out of the 40
IPOs, or nearly half, came in
the last two months of the
year alone, which shows the
volatile conditions prevalent through most of the
year which are not conducive for IPO activity.
Only 1 out of the 40 IPOs
(Delhiver y)
was from a
new age technology company (NATC)
(in comparison to 7 NATC
IPOs raising in
Rs 42,826 crore in 2021)
pointing towards the slowdown in IPOs from this sector.
The overall response
from the public, according
to Prime Database, was
moderate. Of the 38 IPOs for
which data is available presently, 12 IPOs received a
mega response of more
than 10 times (of which 2

I have changed my old name
from
MUNSHI NAZRIN
MOHAMMED AIYUB to
MUNSI NAZRINBANU
Add. 14-184, Mun Health
Staff Quarters, Kanch ki
Masjid, Jamalpur
Ahmedabad-380022
4226

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

I have changed my old name
from
MANSURI AKIDAHBANU
MOHAMEDIQBAL to
LALIWALA AKIDABANU
MOHAMMADAZAM
Add. 23, Syrjakamal Flat,
B/h. Tagor Hall, Paldi
Ahmedabad
4255

I have changed my old name
from
SAIYAD
MOHAMADISHAKBHAI
USMANBHAI to SAIYAD
MAHAMMADISHAK
USMANMIYA
Add. P-21, Dagarva Road
Vistar, Highway Road Par,
Nandasan-384440.
Tal. Kadi.
4255A

I have changed my old name
from
HARSHITA PRADIP
AGGARWAL to HARSHITA
PRADEEP AGRAWAL
Add. 21, Apple Woods Vila
Ta-Sanand Shela
Ahmedabad-58
4228B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
BINALBEN
MUKESHKUMAR PATEL to
BINAL KUNAL PATEL
Add. D/37, Jay Ambe Nagar
Society, Nr. Doordarshan
Kendra, Thaltej Ahmedabad380054
4255B

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
MAYADEVI
PRADEEPKUMAR
AGGARWAL to MAYADEVI
PRADEEPKUMAR
AGRAWAL
Add. 21, Apple Woods Vila
Ta-Sanand Shela
Ahmedabad-58
4228C

Gujarat Urban Development Company Limited
(Govt. of Gujarat Undertaking )

Karmayogi Bhavan, Block No.1, B1 Wing, Ground Floor, Sector10/A, Gandhinagar. Telefax : 079-23246126, 27,28
CIN:U75140GJ1999SGC036051

Email:contact@gudcltd.com Website: www.gudcltd.com

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
Ref.No.GUDC/EOI/Ambaji/2022
Gujarat Urban Development Company Ltd. invites Expression
of Interest (EOI) for hiring consulting services for preparation
of environmental impact assessment and assistance in getting
environmental clearance for newly identified 255 ha of land in
Ambaji under proposed city development project.
EOI will be uploaded from 04/01/2023 on the website
https://gudcltd.com. The interested firms are requested to
submit the EOI in hard copy before 24th January, 2023 in GUDC
office at above mentioned address. All subsquent information,
notification, changes and amendments would be posted only
on the aforesaid website.
INF/2158/22-23

The institute has witnessed tremendous rise in
the number of IPRs granted
in the calendar year.
Among the 95 such
granted patents, it includes
a tactile haptic smart watch
for the blind and visually
impaired, water quality
monitoring inventions like
dry and compact water purification vessel, E.coli water
testing kit, and a solar energy-based Root Zone Heating system and Vermi-Bed
method for plants in high
altitude areas, to name a
few.Parikshak" -- soil testing
device, took the limelight
after being awarded the
STEM Impact Awards 2022
for impactful technology
transfer creating a socioeconomic impact.

BharatPe CEO Suhail Sameer now strategic
advisor as firm looks for new head

New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
Fintech platform BharatPe
on Tuesday announced that
Suhail Sameer will transition
from the role of Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to Strategic Advisor, effective from
January 7.
Current
CFO
Nalin
Negi has been
appointed as
an
interim
CEO to partner
with senior executives to
strengthen the company's
business, as the Board is actively searching for the new
CEO.
"On behalf of the Board,
we would like to thank
Sameer for the tremendous
contribution he made in

steering BharatPe into a
leadership position as a
fintech player in India and
helping us ride through various challenges during this
journey," Rajnish Kumar,
Chairman, BharatPe Board,

said in a statement. Kumar
said that they look forward
to supporting Negi in his
role as the interim-CEO, "as
we move ahead in our mission of empowering millions of MSMEs with a range
of world-class financial

IPO fund raising in India halves in 2022
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
Forty Indian corporates
raised Rs 59,412 crore
through main board IPOs in
calendar year 2022, half of
the Rs 1,18,723 crore (alltime high) mobilised by 63
IPOs in 2021, according to
PRIME Database, India's premier database on the primary capital market.
According to Pranav
Haldea, Managing Director,
PRIME Database Group, Rs
20,557 crore or a huge 35
per cent of the amount
raised in 2022 was by LIC
alone.
Overall public equity
fundraising also dropped by
55 per cent to Rs 90,995
crore from Rs 2,02,048 crore
in 2021. The largest IPO in
2022, which was also the
largest Indian IPO ever, was
from Life Insurance Corp.of
India. This was followed by
Delhivery (Rs 5,235 crore)
and Adani Wilmar (Rs 3,600

mized Transgene for an
Ocular gene Therapy, disease modifying drug combinations for the treatment of
Osteoarthritis, an electrochemical device for glucose
detection, among others.
Prof. Abhay Karandikar,
Director, IIT Kanpur said: "We
are delighted to continue
the streak by filing 107-100+
IPRs in our institute's history
for two consecutive years.
This bears testimony to the
exponential growth the institute has been witnessing
in R&D activities along with
diversification of research
domains.
"Our faculty, researchers
and students are committed
to engage in fruitful deliberations that can result in
impactful inventions with

IPOs more than 50 times)
while 7 IPOs were oversubscribed by more than 3
times. The balance 19 IPOs
were oversubscribed between 1 to 3 times. The new
HNI segment (Rs2- 10 lakh)
saw an encouraging response with 11 IPOs receiving a response of more than
10 times from this segment.
In comparison to 2022,
the
response of
retail investors
also
moderated.
The average
number of
applications
from retail dropped to just
5.92 lakh, in comparison to
14.25 lakh in 2021 and 12.77
lakh in 2020. The highest
number of applications
from retail were received by
LIC (32.76 lakhs) followed by
Harsha Engineers (23.86
lakhs) and Adani Wilmar
(18.96 lakhs).
The amount of shares
applied for by retail by value
(Rs 46,437 crore) was 22 per
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my son old
name from
GAEKWAD PRIYANSHU
HEMANT to GAEKWAD
PRIYANSHU
HEMANTKUMAR
Add. B-603, Aastha Opal,
Opp. Swami Narayan Flat,
Navavadaj,
Ahmedabad-380013
4225D

cent lower than the total
IPO mobilisation (in comparison to being 42 per cent
higher in 2021) showing the
lower level of enthusiasm
from retail during the period. The total allocation to
retail, however, was Rs
16,837 crore which was 28
per cent of the total IPO
mobilisation (up from 20
per cent in 2021).
According to Haldea,
IPO response was further
muted by moderate listing
performance. Average listing gain (based on closing
price on listing date) fell to
10 per cent, in comparison
to 32.19 per cent in 2021
and 43.82 per cent in 2020.
Of the 38 IPOs which
have got listed thus far, 17
gave a return of over 10 per
cent. DCX Systems gave a
stupendous return of 49 per
cent followed Harsha Engineers and Hariom Pipe Industries (47 per cent each).
Twenty-three of the 38
IPOs are trading above the
issue price (closing price of
December 30, 2022).

products". BharatPe in 2020
had appointed Suhail as
Group President. An IIMLucknow and DCE alumnus,
he was the first Group President at BharatPe and all
Chief experience officers
(CXOs) reported
to him."I remain
committed to
supporting
B h a r a t Pe
achieve
its
growth potential in the role as
Strategic Advisor and look forward to the
next phase of my own journey as a full-time investor,"
said Suhail. The top change
comes at a time when the
merchant fintech platform is
fighting a case in the Delhi
High Court against its
former co-founder and
managing director Ashneer
Grover and his wife, along
with family members, in a Rs
88.6 crore fraud allegedly
committed under their tenure. Late last year, BharatPe
was hit with a wave of resig-

nations at the top level, as its
chief technology officer
(CTO) Vijay Aggarwal and
Rajat Jain, chief product officer (CPO), quit among
others.Apart from them,
Nehul Malhotra, head of
PostPe at the company, also
moved on. While Aggarwal,
who joined BharatPe in
March 2020, will "start his
own venture", Jain and
Malhotra are "also moving
out to pursue their own entrepreneurial journey".In
August last year, the fintech
platform appointed former
SBI Card CFO Negi as its new
chief financial officer.

CHANGE OF NAME

I have changed my old name
from
RITU PRADEEP
AGGARWAL to RITU
PRADEEP AGRAWAL
Add. 21, Apple Woods Vila
Ta-Sanand Shela
Ahmedabad-58
4228D

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
HARSHIDABEN RAJNIKANT
PATEL to HARSHA
RAJNIKANT PATEL
Add. 25-B, Bansidhar
Society, Vasna, Ahmedabad
4227

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
NAGINGAR MOINUDDIN
FAKHRUDDIN to SHAIKH
MOINUDDIN FAKHRUDDIN
Add. 620, Siddikpole Khdia
Ahmedabad
4229

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my son old
name from
GAEKWAD JAIVIK
HEMANTBHAI to GAEKWAD
PRIYANSHU
HEMANTKUMAR
Add. B-603, Aastha Opal,
Opp. Swami Narayan Flat,
Navavadaj,
Ahmedabad-380013
4225E

I have changed my daughter
old name from
IESHA PRADEEPKUMAR
AGGARWAL to AISHA
PRADEEP AGARWAL
Add. 21, Apple Woods Vila
Ta-Sanand Shela
Ahmedabad-58
4228

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my daughter
old name from
DIVYA PRADEEPKUMAR
AGGARWAL to DIVYA
PRADEEP AGRAWAL
Add. 21, Apple Woods Vila
Ta-Sanand Shela
Ahmedabad-58
4228A

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

I have changed my old name
from
BHAL MOHAMMEDJUNEJ
SIKANDARBHAI to BHALA
MOHAMMEDJUNED
SIKANDARBHAI
Add. 25, Haji Sattarni Chali,
Asrwa, Ahmedabad
4229A

I have changed my old name
from
GAYAKWAD KAVITA
HEMANTKUMAR to
GAEKWAD KAVITA
HEMANTKUMAR
Add. B-603, Aastha Opal,
Opp. Swami Narayan Flat,
Navavadaj,
Ahmedabad-380013
4225C

I have changed my old name
from
DARJI NAUTAMKUMAR
AMRUTLAL to DARJI
NAUTAM AMRUTLAL
Add. 184/Shilp Madhav
Bungalows Near Yashaswi
Bungalows- Berna Road,
Balvantpura (Nava),
Ta.Himatnagar, Dist. S.K.
K020

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
ROHIT JAGRUTIBEN
CHANDRAKANT to PATEL
RIYAA CHANDRAKANT
Add. 122, Sangani Bunglows
Narol
Nr. Karanavati 4 Narol
4229B
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Business Brief
Tesla falls short of 50% growth
goal in 2022 amid Musk's Twitter
distraction
San Francisco, Jan 3 (IANS) Elon Musk-run Tesla
has missed its target of 50 per cent growth in production and deliveries for 2022, as its stock plummeted around 65 per cent amid Musk's $44 billion
Twitter takeover last year.
The automaker needed to sell 495,760 vehicles
in its fourth quarter (Q4) to have achieved the 50
per cent growth guidance.
In the fourth quarter, Tesla produced over
439,000 vehicles and delivered over 405,000 vehicles.
In 2022, vehicle deliveries grew 40 per cent
(year-on-year) to 1.31 million while production
grew 47 per cent (on-year) to 1.37 million.
Tesla's Q4 deliveries, however, are up from
343,830 vehicles sold in the third quarter (Q3).
"We continued to transition towards a more
even regional mix of vehicle builds which again led
to a further increase in cars in transit at the end of
the quarter," the company said in a statement late
on Monday.Investors fear that the China Covid situation and supply chain-related challenges will further impact Tesla sales. They are also concerned
about Musk's distraction by his Twitter overhaul.

RateGain acquires travel data
exchange platform Adara for
$16 mn
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS) RateGain Travel Technologies Ltd has announced it is acquiring Adara, a
leader in data collection and management in the
travel and hospitality space, for $16 million (about
Rs 132.4 crore).
The acquisition will help companies access the
most-comprehensive travel-intent, pricing and inventory data to achieve higher return on investment (ROI)."Adara's key differentiator is its access
to permissioned travel-intent data from the world's
top travel and hospitality players as well as destination marketing organisations and relying less on
traditional methods of
tracking consumer intent," said Bhanu Chopra,
Chairman and Founder,
RateGain.
Founded in 2009 by
Charles Mi in San Francisco, Adara provides
predictive intelligence
for optimal consumer
engagement.It uses artificial intelligence to combine the power of global data consortiums with
over 24 billion data elements across 130 countries
powering digital marketing, programmatic advertising, campaign measurement, and CRM and retention.
"I am excited for what the future holds and cannot wait to scale the Adara story to new heights
with RateGain," said Charles Mi, Founder and CEO,
Adara.
Adara and RateGain will become the most comprehensive travel-intent platform that processes
over 200 billion ARI updates, manages close to 30
billion data points and works with more than 700
partners across over 100 countries.Founded in 2004
and headquartered in India, RateGain is one of the
world's largest processors of electronic transactions, price points, and travel intent data.

Dell Technologies leads Indian
mainstream server market for
5th straight quarter
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS) Dell Technologies led
the Indian x86 mainstream server market with 43.7
per cent revenue share in Q3 2022, the company
said on Tuesday, citing IDC numbers.
It was the 5th consecutive quarter of leadership
position in the respective server market for the
company
With businesses continuing to adopt a digitalfirst mindset, India has proven to be one of the key
markets contributing to Dell Technologies' growth
in the server category.
"We are constantly working closely with our
customers to understand their business challenges.
We believe our customer first approach is one of
the reasons why we are seeing a consistent growth
path for our server business in India," said Manish
Gupta, VP and General Manager, Infrastructure Solutions Group, Dell Technologies India.
Businesses are increasingly adopting technologies like cloud computing, virtualization, and big
data to cater to their digital transformation journey. "To be able to run multiple workloads from the
edge to the core to the cloud, they need to deploy
advanced servers which can optimize AI/ML and
IoT processes for them seamlessly," Gupta added.

Delhi-Phuket IndiGo flight
diverted after suffering
technical snag
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS) A Delhi-Phuket IndiGo
flight was diverted to the national capital on Tuesday due to a technical snag that occurred shortly
after takeoff.The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has already commenced a probe into
the incident."The Indigo A32Neo aircraft VT-ILM operating flight 6E-1763 was involved in Air turnback
due to loss of Hydraulic
Green system. During
flight Hydraulic green
Reservoir low level, system low pressure and
pump low pressure
warning got triggered,"
said a DGCA official.
Meanwhile, an IndiGo spokesperson said that
the aircraft returned to Delhi for necessary maintenance, adding that an alternate plane is being provided to the passengers to Phuket. "We regret the
inconvenience caused to the passengers," the airline said.According to data from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, a total of 2,613 technical snag related occurrences have been reported by various airlines
in the country in the last five years.

Gujarat Water Supply &
Sewerage Board
Tender Notice No.05 & 07/2022-23

Executive Engineer, Public Health Works Division,
First Floor, Jal Bhavan, B/H Prabha Honda Show
Room, Near T.B.Tran Rasta. Patan-384265, District:
Patan Phone No.02766-226716. Gujarat State invites
E-Tenders for below mentioned M & R and Deposit
work. Amounting to total 2 (Two) works of Estimate
cost Rs.29.45 Lacs. For ID. NO: 568960 and
568961. Last date of Submission of On Line E-tender
Date: 18/01/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs. Documents
scanned during download are to be Submitted by
RPAD/Speed Post/Hand to Hand till Date: 19/01/
2023 Up to 3.00 P.M., Details of Tender is put on
notice board of this Office and web site
www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in www.gwssb.org
& www.gwssb.nprocure.com GWSSB reserves
the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without
assigning any reason. & Further any amendment
shall be viewable on website.

Coal production up by 16% to 608
mn tonnes during April-Dec
period of current fiscal
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS) India's coal production
went up by 16.39 per cent to 607.97 million tonnes
during April-December period of the current fiscal
as against 522.34 million tonnes produced during
the corresponding period of last year.
Coal India Limited (CIL) reported 15.82 per cent
rise in production as 479.05 million tonnes of dry
fuel production was recorded up to December in
the current fiscal as against 413 million tonnes produced during the corresponding period of last year,
official sources said.Coal Ministry sources said that
production has increased due to greater usage of
mining capacities of captive coal blocks.

Water Supply Help Line No.1916.
DDI/PATAN/430/2023

CMYK

Ahmedabad, Page 7

National

CMYK

8

AHMEDABAD WEDNESDAY 4/1/2023

Man killed for beating friend who refused
to give money to buy liquor, 3 held

News

in a Nutshell

Govt hospitals in UP run out of
vaccines as rush for precaution
dose increases
Lucknow, Jan 3 (IANS) State-run healthcare facilities in Uttar Pradesh seem to be running out of
vaccines as the rush for precaution doses increases,
following reports of rising Covid cases in China and
some other countries. Officials said it will take at
least a week for fresh supplies to arrive. The Covid
vaccinations are being done at 14 hospitals in the
state capital -- 10 private and four government.
The government healthcare facilities offering
vaccination are SPM Civil Hospital, NK Road Community Health Centre, Lok Bandhu Hospital and
Balrampur Hospital.A total of 96 people were vaccinated at private hospitals on Monday while those
coming to the government hospitals were asked to
come after a week.District immunisation officer Dr
M.K. Singh confirmed vaccine unavailability at the
government centres and said requests have been
sent to the government for fresh supplies.

Bharat Jodo Yatra resumes from
Delhi, to enter UP today
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS) Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Yatra resumed in Delhi on
Tuesday after a nine-day break for Christmas and
New Year.The Yatra resumed from Yamuna Bazaar
and will enter Uttar Pradesh at Loni Border in the
afternoon.Rahul Gandhi along with senior leader
Ambika Soni reached the venue of the march where
scores of Congress workers and leaders were
assembled.From Uttar Pradesh, where the Yatra is
for three days, it will re-enter Haryana on January 6.
The Yatra will be in Punjab from January 11 to 20,
and spend a day in Himachal Pradesh on January
19.The Yatra will then enter Jammu and Kashmir n
the evening of January 20. "The message of Bharat
Jodo is not limited only to the 12 states and two
Union Territories through which the Yatra passes.
Several state-level Yatras have already been announced, and the upcoming 'Haath se Haath Jodo
Abhiyan' will take the message of Bharat Jodo to
the door step of every Indian," Jairam Ramesh, party
spokesperson had said.

DMK legislator conducts door-todoor meeting of voters in
constituency
Chennai, Jan 3 (IANS) In a novel initiative, J.J.
Ebenezer, the DMK legislator from Chennai's R.K.
Nagar, has started conducting door-to-door meetings with voters in his constituency.mence my doorto-door routine from 7 a.m. Officials from the
Metrowater board, Tangedco, and Corporation also
accompany me in this initiative." The legislator said
that he would try to address the grievances of the
people and if the complaint is minor, he would rectify it on the spot with the support of the officials
who accompany him.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh dedicating to the nation 28 infrastructure projects of Border Roads
Organisation (BRO), worth Rs 724 crore, during an event organised at Siyom Bridge on Along-Yinkiong Road
in Arunachal Pradesh on Tuesday.UNI

Abundant data availability to help science, says PM Modi
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday said that
abundant data availability
and technology in the modern era will help science.
Virtually addressing the
108th Indian Science Congress, which opened at
Nagpur, Modi said: "India's
scientific community will
ensure a deserving place for
our country."
He further said that the
field of data analysis is moving forward at a meteoric
pace which is of great help
in converting information
into insight and analysis into
actionable knowledge.
"Be it traditional knowl-

edge or modern technology, each one plays a crucial
role in scientific discovery,"
the Prime Minister remarked.
He also emphasised the
need to strengthen the scientific processes by applying various techniques.
Emphasising on the
contribution of women in
science, the Prime Minister
said that increasing participation of women is proof
that women and science are
both progressing in the nation.
"Our thinking is not just
that we should empower
women via science but also
empowering science by the

BJP Pune MLA Laxman Jagtap
succumbs to cancer at 59
Pune, Jan 3 (IANS)
Bharatiya Janata Party MLA
from Pimpri-Chinchwad
Laxman Jagtap passed away
after a long fight with cancer at a private hospital on
Tuesday, party officials said
here.
He was 59, and synonymous with the development of the PimpriChinchwad, the twin city of
Pune during his three tenures as a legislator.
In 11 days, Jagtap is the
second BJP MLA from Pune

who succumbed to cancer
after the late Mukta Tilak, 57,
passed away after a long
battle with the disease on
December 22.
Suffering from cancer
since over two years, Jagtap,
a fitness enthusiast, had
been admitted to hospital in
November and since the
past few days was on a ventilator till he breathed his
last. their last respects and
the funeral rites shall be performed later this evening,
said his family.--IANS

contribution of women," he
said and highlighted the
need to help reach the efforts of science from global
to grassroots.
"Efforts of science can
turn into great achievements only when they
come out of the lab and
reach the land, and their
impact reaches from global
to grassroots, when its
ambit is from journal to
zameen and when change
is visible from research to
real life."
The Prime Minister also
emphasised the role of the
scientific community in developing ways of dealing
with emerging diseases

Election for 5 MLC seats in
Bihar to be held in April
Patna, Jan 3 (IANS) The
election to 5 seats of legislative council in Bihar is
expected to take place in
April this year.
Four MLCs will complete their tenures in May
this year while MLC
Kedarnath Pandey died in
November. MLCs that are
completing their tenures
are Virendra Narayan
Yadav who is representing Saran graduate MLC
constituency, Awadesh
Narayan Singh of Gaya

Acclaimed Rabindra Sangeet
artist Sumitra Sen passes away
Kolkata, Jan 3 (IANS) Acclaimed Rabindra Sangeet
artist Sumitra Sen died on
Tuesday morning in Kolkata.
She was 89. She is survived
by her two daughters,
Indrani Sen and Sraboni
Sen, both of whom are acclaimed Rabindra Sangeet
singers too.
The deceased singer
was suffering from different
age-related ailments for
quite some time. She had
also contracted bronchopneumonia recently. The
news of her demise was
shared by her younger
daughter Sraboni Sen
through Facebook at

National Conference leader Farooq Abdullah joined the 'Bharat Jodo Yatra'
in Uttar Pradesh.

Accidental death case turns out to
be 'honour killing' in Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad, Jan 3
(IANS) Two days after a case
of accidental death was reported from here, further
investigations revealed that
it was a murder for "honour".
Sola Police J B Agrawat
told media persons that during the investigation of the
accidental case, police came
across a CCTV footage, in
which three persons were
seen kidnapping and beating Rajendra Naval (27).
The accused, identified
as Vijay Bharwad, Anmol
Yadav and Pravin Purabiya,
were picked up for ques-

tioning during which they
claimed Vishal gave them
money to thrash Rajendra as
he was in love with his
cousin sister.
Vishal had paid Rs
50,000 to Vijay and Anmol,
asking them to beat and
force Naval to break all ties
with his cousin sister, the
accused told police.
Vijay told police that
when they were beating
and threatening Naval, he
warned that if he survived
the attack he will not leave
them, which angered the
trio and they killed him by

Hyderabad: Food delivery boy, two
others injured in attack by gang
Hyderabad, Jan 3 (IANS)
Hyderabad police on Tuesday arrested five persons in
connection with an attack at
a hotel in which a food delivery boy and two others
were critically injured.
Irked over the delay in
food delivery, a customer
had allegedly assaulted the
employee of a food delivery
app in front of a hotel in
Masab Tank under the limits of Humayun Nagar police
station on Monday night.
When the victim ran towards the hotel to save himself, the accused chased him
and also called others there.
About 10-15 people
gathered there and at-

tacked the food delivery
boy. He then ran into the
kitchen to escape the attack
but the gang chased him.
The hotel staff tried to intervene and in the melee, boiling oil fell on the food delivery boy and two hotel employees.
They sustained grievous injuries and were admitted to a hospital.
The condition of food
delivery boy Ilyas and the
hotel employees Sonu and
Sajjan is stated to be critical.
A police official who was
passing through the area
noticed the commotion and
alerted Humayun Nagar police station.

hitting him on his head.
Victim's brother brother
Prakash Naval told IANS,
Rajendra had an affair with
Vishal's cousin sister, which
is not allowed in tribal community, because they are
from the same Manjhee village in Rajasthan.
Prakash said that
Rajendra had an affair some
five years ago, but after a dispute arose, he had broken
all ties with her.
Prakash also said that
Rajendra was living separately in the Sola area and
doing his scrap business.

and the need for encouraging research in developing
new vaccines.
He talked about integrated disease surveillance
for the timely detection of
diseases.
For this, he stressed the
need for coordinated efforts
of all the ministries. Similarly,
LiFE i.e. Lifestyle for Environment movement may
greatly be helped by the
scientists.Pointing out issues that will pave the way
for the development of science in the nation, Modi remarked that fulfilling India's
requirements should be the
root of all inspiration for the
entire scientific community.

around 4.30 a.m.Chief Minister, Mamata Banerjee has
expressed condolence for
the death of the legendary
singer. "I express my condolences over the death of legendary Rabindra Sangeet
artist Sumitra Sen. She died
in Kolkata on Tuesday. She
was 89. She mesmerised
millions of Rabindra
Sangeet lovers through her
performance for years. As a
music teacher, also, she was
highly regarded by her students," she wrote in her
message.Sen was admitted
to a city hospital for the last
few days and on Monday,
she returned home.

graduate MLC constituency, Sanjiv Kumar Singh
of Kosi teacher MLC constituency and Sanjiv
Shyam Singh of Gaya
teacher MLC constituency. Kedarnath Singh
was representing Saran
teacher
MLC
constituency.According
to an official of the Election Commission of Bihar,
the preparation of voter
lists has started now and
it will be complete in the
month of March.

majority judgment, said no
additional restrictions
against free speech can be
imposed except those mentioned under the Article
19(2) of the Constitution.
"The grounds...in Article
19(2) for restricting the right
to free speech are exhaustive... additional restrictions
not found in Article 19 (2)
cannot be imposed on the
exercise of the right conferred by Article 19 (1) (a)",
said
Justice
Ramasubramanian. The top
court said a minister's statement can't be vicariously attributed to the government
and the minister is liable for
the statement himself.
The constitution bench
judgement delivered the

and formed a team to solve
the case.The team scanned
over hundred CCTV footages and spoke to a number
of people in the area.
Later they learnt that the
deceased was seen with
Himanshu alias Makoi, Nitin
and one minor boy who live
in the area.The police conducted a raid and nabbed
Himanshu.
"He disclosed that
Vikash had once demanded
money from him to buy liquor. When he refused, the
deceased brutally thrashed
him. After this, he had decided to teach Vikash a lesson. On January 1, he along
with his friends was having
liquor at DDA plot when
Vikash reached over there.
They had an argument with
Vikash and they killed him,"
the police said.At the instance of Himanshu, Nitin
was also arrested from his
residence. Later, a juvenile
was also apprehended from
his residence.
"The accused persons
have no previous involvements. Efforts are on to arrest fourth associate who is
absconding," said the police.

Priyanka to join
Rahul's Yatra in UP
Lucknow, Jan 3 (IANS)
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra will
walk the entire 120 km that
her brother Rahul Gandhi's
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' will travel
in Uttar Pradesh from
Tuesday.This will be her first
major public interaction in
Uttar Pradesh after the 2022
Assembly polls.
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
the party general secretary
in-charge of the state, will
walk with brother Rahul
Gandhi from Ghaziabad on
Tuesday.
Congress leader and
former MLC Deepak Singh
said, "Priyanka will walk the
entire 120 kilometres that
the Bharat Jodo Yatra covers
in the state. The party workers are very excited as the
yatra has generated immense enthusiasm among
the masses."The yatra
would cover 11 assembly

constituencies across three
districts before it enters
Haryana, yet another BJPruled state.After entering
Uttar Pradesh from the Loni
border into Ghaziabad on
Tuesday, Rahul and Priyanka
would travel through
Baghpat, touching Kairana
along with several other
places in Shamli.
Priyanka has remained
absent from state politics
since the BJP, under Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
defied history by returning
to power for a successive
term in the 2022 Uttar
Pradesh assembly elections.
During the polls,
Priyanka had led a womencentric campaign with the
"ladki hoon, lad sakti hoon"
motto.Priyanka, along with
her mother Sonia Gandhi,
had participated in the
Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Karnataka.

Delhi woman death case: Victim had a
pillion rider, police to record her statement
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
In a latest development in
the death of a 20-year-old
woman, who died after being dragged by a car here,
police sources have claimed
that there was another
woman with her that night.
"The deceased was with
one of her friends. The second girl was riding pillion.
We have to ascertain
whether she dropped her
first or she let the deceased
go alone. The girl was riding
pillion with the deceased
before she met with the accident," said the source.
Now the police team will
record her statement to pre-

Additional restrictions can't be imposed
on freedom of speech of lawmakers: SC
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
The Supreme Court on Tuesday held that no additional
restrictions other than those
prescribed under Article
19(2) of the Constitution can
be imposed on the right to
free speech of a citizen, and
emphasized that restrictions under Article 19(2) are
exhaustive.
A five-judge constitution bench headed by Justice S.A. Nazeer and comprising Justices B.R. Gavai,
A.S.
Bopanna,
V.
Ramasubramanian, and B.V.
Nagarathna, delivered the
verdict. However, Justice
Nagarathna delivered a
separate judgment.
Justice
Ramasubramanian, reading the

New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
A man, who had beaten his
friend for refusing to give
money for purchasing liquor, was killed in a fit of
rage in east Delhi's Ghazipur.
Police have now nabbed
three persons, including a
juvenile, in connection with
the murder case while the
fourth accused is on the run.
DCP of East Delhi,
Amrutha Guguloth said that
the deceased Vikash had
once beaten his friend
Himanshu for refusing to
give money for purchasing
liquor. Himanshu, along with
his friends, killed Vikash to
take revenge for the insult.
The official said that on
January 1, the police got a
PCR call regarding a body
which was lying in a vacant
land near DDA paper market in Khora Colony. After
receiving the PCR call a team
was sent to the spot. The
police team found a body of
a male whose face was brutally smashed.
The police said that the
deceased was later on identified as Vikash Yadav alias
Praveen Pradhan (20) a resident of Ghaziabad. The police lodged a case of murder

verdict on whether restrictions can be imposed on the
right to freedom of speech
and expression of a public
functionary.
Justice Nagarathna said
hate speech strikes at the
root of equality and fraternity and added that fundamental duties could be used
to check disparaging
speeches and promote harmony among citizens.
Justice Nagarathna said
the court cannot impose
any greater/ additional restrictions on the fundamental right of free speech of
such public functionaries.

pare a timeline of the entire
incident to reach a conclusion. Her statement will be
crucial for the prosecution.
Monday night, Special
Commissioner of Police,
Shalini Singh also visited the
incident spot.
Singh reached the crime
scene at 12 a.m. She was accompanied by Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP)
EOW Jitender Kumar Meena
and her staff. She made a
round of the 12 km long way
where the woman was allegedly dragged by the car's
occupants.
The Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) has

constituted an inquiry committee into the case. The
MHA made Singh the head
of the committee. She will
furnish a report in this respect to the MHA by Tuesday evening.A board of the
doctors Monday conducted
the post-mortem of the deceased. The board was of
three doctors and will also
furnish the autopsy report
by Wednesday evening.
Two teams of FSL also
visited the spot and collected exhibits from the
crime scene. The FSL team
also collected samples from
the victim's scooty and the
accused's Baleno car.

Major crimes in Kolkata
show declining trend
Kolkata, Jan 3 (IANS) The
rate of major crimes in
Kolkata has witnessed a declining trend in 2022, according to the statistics
compiled by the detective
department.
During the year under
review, the total number of
murders from different divisions of the Kolkata Police
was reported at 34 down
from 45 in 2021.
Similarly, the incidents of
burglary in 2022 was reported lower at 21 marginally down from 23 in 2021.
Reports of crime against
women in the city in 2022
was reported at 33 again

marginally down from 34 in
the previous year.
Meanwhile, a city police
source said that the authorities have decided to do a
thorough crime- mapping
in the city to have a clear
idea on what kind of crime
is prevalent in which area of
the city."The 2022 statistics
are bound to highlight the
city in a further improved
position in the next report
of National Crime Records
Bureau, whose latest report
has already declared
Kolkata as a far safer city
compared to the other
metros of the country," a city
police official said.

SC to hear on Jan 6 pleas seeking
recognition of same-sex marriage
New Delhi, Jan 3 (IANS)
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to list two
petitions on January 6,
seeking to transfer to it
pleas pending in the Delhi
High Court and the Kerala
High Court in connection
with recognition of samesex marriage.
Senior
advocate
Menaka Guruswamy and
advocate Karuna Nundy
mentioned the transfer petitions before a bench
headed by Chief Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud.
The counsel contended
that petitions for same-sex

marriage were listed on
January 6 and requested for
listing of transfer petitions
on the same date.
The bench, also comprising
Justice
P.S.
Narasimha, said the court
would list the transfer petitions along with the main
matter on January 6.
On December 14, last
year, the Supreme Court
had issued notice on a petition filed by a same-sex
couple seeking legal recognition of their marriage in
India.The plea, filed
through advocate Nupur
Kumar, said: "The present

petition has been filed
praying that this court may
be pleased to issue a declaration to the effect that the
persons belonging to the
LGBTQIA+ Community
have the same right to marriage as their heterosexual
counterparts and a denial
therefore is violative of the
rights guaranteed under
Articles 14, 19, and 21 of
Part III of the Constitution
of India, and upheld in various judgements of the Supreme Court, including
Navtej Singh Johar v. Union
of India...and NALSA v.
Union of India...
CMYK

A jockey rides her horse during a horse racing competition in Yangon,
Myanmar, Jan. 3, 2023. UNI

