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Two election
duty staff held
for looting
bizman in Goa

Panaji, April 4 (IANS)
Two election duty staff
have been arrested for
allegedly seizing Rs 16
lakh from a businessman
by posing as I-T officials,
while they were dis-
charging election duty in
Goa, police said.

"Accused persons
are identified as Nitish
Navnath Naik, (LDC) and
Anirudha Pawar (Munic-
ipal Engineer). Pawar
was posted as Flying
Squad in charge of
Dabolim Assembly Con-
stituency in South Goa,"
the Goa Police said.

A. Asvin Chandru,
Collector and South Goa
District election officer,
have placed both gov-
ernment servants under
suspension.

Ex-Congress MLA
Vivek Dhakad
commits suicide
in Rajasthan's
Bhilwara

Jaipur, April 4 (IANS)
Former Congress MLA
Vivek Dhakad has alleg-
edly committed suicide
on Thursday at his house
in Subhash Nagar in Ra-
jasthan's Bhilwara dis-
trict.

"Family discord is
said to be the reason for
suicide," police officials
said, adding that,
"Dhakad had slashed the
vein of his hand."

"On receiving infor-
mation, our team
reached the spot, and his
body is now in the mor-
tuary of Mahatma Gan-
dhi Hospital," the police
officials added.

Meanwhile, Shivraj
Gurjar, Inspector, Sub-
has Nagar police station
said, "The reason for his
suicide is yet to be ascer-
tained. The family is ag-
grieved and in pain, so
we have not spoken to
them so far. Initially, we
are conducting the post-
mortem."

PM Modi, Home
Minister Amit
Shah to
campaign in J&K

Jammu, April 4
(IANS) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will ad-
dress an election rally in
the Kathua-Udhampur
Lok Sabha constituency
in J&K on April 12.

Senior BJP leader
and Minister of State
(PMO) Jitendra Singh is
seeking re-election from
this constituency for the
third time. Congress has
fielded Chaudhary Lal
Singh against the BJP in
the constituency.

To garner support for
the BJP candidate, PM
Modi will address a rally
in Udhampur town on
April 12.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will address a
rally in the Jammu-Rea-
si Lok Sabha constituen-
cy on April 9.

Death toll in
blast at
Telangana
pharma unit
mounts to six

Hyderabad, April 4
(IANS) The death toll in
a blast at a chemical
manufacturing unit in Te-
langana's Sangareddy
district rose to six on
Thursday as the body of
one more worker was
found under the debris.

The fire broke out at
the plant after the chem-
ical reactor exploded.
One of the structures at
the industrial complex
collapsed under the im-
pact of the explosion.

The rescue workers
on Thursday recovered a
body from the debris.

Jharkhand Pradesh Congress Committee (JPCC) President Rajesh
Thakur addresses a press conference ahead of Lok Sabha elections and
assembly By-Poll, in Ranchi on Thursday. UNI

UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath address-
ing an election rally for the upcoming Lok Sab-
ha election, in Muthura on Thursday. UNI

President Droupadi Murmu in a group photograph during the launch of the India's first home-
grown gene therapy for cancer at IIT Bombay, in Maharashtra on Thursday. UNI

India gets first home-grown gene therapy for Cancer
New Delhi, Apr 4 (UNI)

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Thursday launched
the country’s first home-
grown, accessible and af-
fordable gene therapy
named “CAR-T cell” to
fight against cancer.

The CAR-T cell thera-
py is developed in collab-
oration between the Indi-
an Institute of Technology,
Bombay, Tata Memorial

Hospital and industry part-
ner ImmunoACT.

“The launch of India’s
first gene therapy is a
breakthrough in our battle
against cancer. As this line
of treatment, named
“CAR-T cell therapy”, is
accessible and affordable,
it provides a new hope for
the whole of humankind,”
Murmu said while ad-
dressing the gathering on

the occasion at IIT Bom-
bay today. The President
expressed confidence that
the therapy will be suc-
cessful in giving new lives
to countless patients.

“CAR-T cell therapy is
considered to be one of
the most phenomenal ad-
vances in medical sci-
ence. It has been available
in developed nations for
some time, but it is ex-
tremely costly and beyond
the reach of most patients
around the world. The
therapy that launched to-
day is the world’s most af-
fordable CAR-T cell ther-
apy,” Murmu said.

“In the development of
CAR-T cell therapy, tech-
nology is not only being
put in the service of hu-
manity, but partnerships
have been with an emi-
nent institution from anoth-
er field as well as with in-
dustry,” she added.

AIADMK raises drugs, NEET,
farmers’ issues in election
campaign to corner DMK
Chennai, April 4 (IANS) The principal Opposi-

tion party of Tamil Nadu, AIADMK is raising drug
cartels, NEET, and farmers’ issues in its Lok Sab-
ha election campaign.

The arrest of movie producer and former DMK
NRI cell leader, Jaffer Sadiq in the Rs 2,000 crore
drug smuggling case has left the party red-faced.

Though DMK has clarified that it has no links
with the expelled leader, the increasing drug sei-
zures in Tamil Nadu point towards the ruling par-
ty’s failure to maintain law and order.

AIADMK General Secretary and former Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu, Edappadi K Palaniswami
(EPS) is raising the availability of drugs and the
arrest of the drug lord regularly while electioneer-
ing. It is also raising the issue of the failure of the
government in getting an exemption for the stu-
dents of the state from the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET).

The AIADMK has pointed out that the party had
during its campaign for the 2021 Assembly elec-
tions stated that if it formed the government it would
not allow NEET in the state.

AIADMK leaders are also raking up the failure
of the government to get adequate water from the
Cauvery River from Karnataka for the farming dis-
tricts of the state. The Opposition party is also high-
lighting the hike in power tariff and increase in prop-
erty tax. The increase in prices of dairy products
is also being taken up as an issue by it.

Of the 39 seats in Tamil Nadu, the AIADMK is
contesting in 32 Lok Sabha seats, its allies DMDK
on 5 seats and SDPI and Puthiya Tamilagam on
one seat each.

CM Vijayan attacks Rahul over missing flags in roadshow
Thiruvananthapuram,

April 4 (IANS) Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan on
Thursday slammed Rahul
Gandhi and the Congress
party for showing 'disre-
spect' to their party flag.

CM Vijayan was refer-
ring to how the Congress
on Wednesday decided
not to display flags of its
own and that of its ally
IUML during the roadshow
ahead of Rahul Gandhi's
filing of nomination papers
for the Wayanad Lok Sab-
ha

“They got scared of the
BJP as in 2019 when
Rahul came to file his
nomination papers and at

their roadshow, the green
flags of the IUML and the
Congress flags were tied
together. The BJP used
the pictures to campaign
in North India stating that
these were Pakistani flags.
Do the Congress leaders
here know what the Con-
gress flags used to depict
during the pre-indepen-
dence struggle,” asked
CM Vijayan.

“The Congress party
wants the vote of the
IUML, but not their flag
and for that, the Congress
party also decided to fore-
go their flag. This act
doesn’t augur well and the
Congress is afraid of the

BJP,” added CM Vijayan.
He also took potshots

at K.C.Venugopal, the
Congress general secre-
tary and a Rajya Sabha
member from Rajasthan.

“Even though he has
two more years before his
term ends, he decided to
contest from Alappuzha
and this was done to en-
sure that in case he wins,
then a by-election to the
Upper House from Rajas-
than will be held and the
BJP will win it. At the mo-
ment the BJP doesn’t
have a majority in the Up-
per House and is short by
four seats. This is being
done to help the BJP, but

the people at Alappuzha
(where Venugopal is con-
testing) will ensure that his
seat is intact in the Upper
House as he will be de-
feated here,” added CM
Vijayan.

The Chief Minister
slammed the Enforcement
Directorate for its probe
into the real estate major
DLF in 2019. “A few years
later all know that when
the involvement of Priyan-
ka Gandhi’s husband
Robert Vadra surfaced,
everything just disap-
peared,” said the CM.

He alleged that he sus-
pected a secret deal that
Congress had struck with

the SDPI (the political arm
of the now-banned PFI).
The SDPI early this week
decided to support the
UDF, and the CPI(M) and
BJP went hammer and
tongs on this. K.C.
Venugopal, however, hit
back at CM Vijayan and
said that he need not wor-
ry about what the Con-
gress party does and in-
stead, he should be more
worried about the way
Kerala has slid down on all
fronts. “Has anyone ever
heard CM Vijayan attack-
ing PM Modi, instead he
attacks Rahul Gandhi and
all knows why he is doing
this,” said Venugopal.

trying to unleash central
agencies like the CBI and
ED and was targeting
West Bengal before the
forthcoming Lok Sabha
elections.

“BJP is trying to scare
us through central agen-
cies. But under no circum-
stances will we bow to
pressure from central
agencies,” the CM said.

CM Banerjee also tar-
geted the Leader of Oppo-
sition (LoP) in West Ben-
gal Assembly, Suvendu
Adhikari, without naming
him directly. “There was a
liability in our party once,
whom we have shown the
door. Now he has become
an asset in the BJP. I have
full details of the pending
cases against him. I will
reveal those at the right
moment,” she said.

The CM also accused
the BJP of targeting West
Bengal from the time it had
come to power in the
country, in 2014.

“Since 2014, the BJP
has started oppressing the
people of West Bengal.
They do not have the min-
imum respect for the peo-
ple of the state. They are
resorting to hooliganism
since they came to power
in 2014,” the CM said. CM
Banerjee also said that
she had got specific infor-
mation that some BJP
leaders and workers were
trying to terrorise local
people.

One nation, one political party is BJP’s policy:
CM Mamata says in Cooch Behar

Kolkata, April 4 (IANS)
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter, Mamata Banerjee, on
Thursday alleged, that in
the name of ‘One nation,
One election,’ the BJP was
trying to introduce ‘one
nation, one political party’
in the country.

She said this while ad-
dressing a public rally in
Cooch Behar District in the
northern sector of West
Bengal on Thursday after-
noon, just a couple of
hours before Prime Minis-
ter, Narendra Modi, is
scheduled to address a
rally in the same district.

“The BJP is trying to
establish the system of
‘one nation, one political

party’. That is the BJP’s
sole aim and policy,” she
said. Speaking on the oc-
casion, the CM also re-
ferred to the meeting to be
addressed by the PM lat-
er in the day.

Without directly nam-
ing PM Modi she said,
“You will see someone
shedding tears today. Ask
them about the fate of 11
lakh beneficiaries whose
list was forwarded from
here to the Union govern-
ment. Ask them what hap-
pened regarding the pend-
ing dues of the 100-day
job scheme under MGN-
REGA,” CM Banerjee
said.

She said the BJP was

Vijayendra stated that the
alliance between BJP and
JD(S) is permanent and
that it is not confined to the
Lok Sabha election, add-
ing that the Congress gov-
ernment, which is against
Dalits and farmers, should
be rooted out.

Thus, the alliance of
BJP and JD(S) has come
into force. "Deve Gowda is
senior to every one of us.
During the last Assembly
election, he had not
blessed us. This time, we
have his blessings," Vijay-
endra stated.

"The alliance is made
by Deve Gowda for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
He had personally met
Prime Minister Modi and
held meetings.

Deve Gowda's grandson files
nomination from Hassan

Hassan, April 4 (IANS)
Former Prime Minister H.
D. Deve Gowda's grand-
son, sitting JD(S) MP Pra-
jwal Revanna, filed his
nomination papers as an
NDA candidate from Has-
san parliamentary constit-
uency in Karnataka on
Thursday.  Deve Gowda,
his son, former minister
H.D. Revanna, BJP state
President B. Y. Vijayendra,
former Chief Minister D. V.
Sadananda Gowda were
present during the occa-
sion at the office of the Dis-
trict Commissioner in Has-
san. Following the filing of
the nomination papers,
BJP and JD(S) held a
mega roadshow in Has-
san to show their strength.

Speaking to reporters,

Modi I will feel worthless.
After securing my victory
from Shivamogga I will
dedicate my win to Prime
Minister Modi,” he stated.

Eshwarappa is miffed
with the BJP’s decision to
deny a ticket to his son KE
Kanthesh to contest the
Lok Sabha polls from Shi-
vamogga. Eshwarappa
has also vowed to get BY
Vijayendra removed from
the post of Karnataka BJP
chief. Both Vijayendra and
Raghavendra are
Yediyurappa's sons.

candidature from Avani-
gadda, the JSP has an-
nounced candidates for 20
out of 21 Assembly seats
it is contesting in alliance
with the TDP and BJP.

Meanwhile, the Jana
Sena also said that it will
soon take a decision on
changing the candidate for
Railway Koduru (SC) seat.
The party had earlier de-
clared Yanamala Bhaskar
as its candidate but the
party faced criticism from
its own cadres after
Bhaskar Rao’s photo-
graphs and videos with
Chief Minister Y. S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy surfaced.

Mandali Buddha Prasad is Jana Sena
candidate from AP's Avanigadda

Amaravati, April 4
(IANS) The Jana Sena
Party (JSP) on Thursday
named former deputy
speaker of Andhra
Pradesh Assembly Man-
dali Buddha Prasad as its
candidate for Avanigadda
Assembly constituency.

JSP leader Pawan Ka-
lyan approved the candi-
dature of Buddha Prasad
after consultation with key
leaders of the party.

Buddha Prasad, a
leader of Telugu Desam
Party (TDP), had joined
alliance partner JSP on
April 1. Buddha Prasad,
who was elected from
Avanigadda in 1999 and
2004, served as a minis-
ter in the Y. S. Rajasekha-
ra Reddy cabinet in com-
bined Andhra Pradesh. He
also served as the chair-
man of the AP Official Lan-
guage Commission. He
quit the Congress in pro-
test against the division of
the state in 2014 and
joined the TDP. After his
election from Avanigadda
for a third term in 2014, he
was elected Deputy
Speaker of Andhra
Pradesh Assembly. In
2019, he lost the election
to YSRCP's S. Ramesh
Babu.

As Avanigadda was
one of the seats allotted to
JSP under the seat shar-
ing agreement, local TDP
leaders have been de-
manding that Buddha
Prasad be fielded.

The JSP also stated
that the candidate for
Palakonda Assembly con-
stituency will be an-
nounced in a couple of
days. The party conduct-
ed a survey in the constit-
uency on who should be
fielded as the candidate
for May 13 election.

The JSP is likely to
field Nimmaka Jayakrish-
na, who quit TDP and
joined JSP along with Bud-
dha Prasad on April 1.

Jayakrishna had lost to
YSRCP's Viswasarayi Ka-
lavathi in 2014 and 2019
in Palakonda.

With Buddha Prasad's

I will contest from Shivamogga as
an Independent and win: BJP rebel

Bengaluru, April 4
(IANS) Karnataka’s former
Deputy Chief Minister and
senior BJP leader, KS Es-
hwarappa, has decided to
contest as an Independent
from Shivamogga Lok
Sabha seat.

Eshwarappa an-
nounced his decision after
he was unable to meet
Union Home Minister, Amit
Shah, in New Delhi on
Wednesday and returned
to Bengaluru on Thursday.

“I have Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Lord
Ram in my heart,” he stat-
ed, while speaking to re-
porters at Bengaluru Inter-
national Airport.

Eshwarappa added
that he went to New Delhi
as HM Amit Shah had
called him for a meeting.

“Not able to go against
the senior leader, I had
gone to New Delhi to meet
HM Amit Shah. Otherwise,
it would have been arro-
gance on my part. The trip
to New Delhi showed that
god is with me,” Esh-
warappa maintained.

“HM Amit Shah did not
meet me. His office told
me he is unavailable. I as-
sume that it is an indica-
tion from his side for me
to go ahead with my deci-
sion to contest as an In-
dependent candidate,”
Eshwarappa stated.

“If Amit Shah had
asked me to withdraw my
candidature as an Inde-
pendent candidate, I
would have been com-

pelled to withdraw. He
must have spoken to oth-
er leaders about my can-
didature and the questions
that I raised with him. He
would have been con-
vinced that my struggle is
judicious,” Eshwarappa
claimed. “I will contest as
an Independent candi-
date. The BJP is going to
win all 28 seats except for
Shivamogga parliamenta-
ry constituency. There I
will be victorious as an In-
dependent. “If I do not
support Prime Minister

Man dies after falling
into sewage manhole

Bhubaneswar, April 4 (IANS) A 48-year-old
man died on Thursday after falling into a sewage
manhole at Mahima Nagar under CRRI police lim-
its in Odisha's Cuttack district.   The deceased
was identified as Zakir Khan of Murshidabad in
West Bengal. "Khan used to work as a daily wa-
ger under a real estate contractor in Cuttack. He
was found dead in a drain on Thursday morning.
Khan, under the influence of alcohol, fell into the
drain late Wednesday night and died after failing
to get out of it due to intoxication," said a police
official. The police official also said that the family
members of the deceased have been informed
and post-mortem will be carried out after their ar-
rival Following public outrage over the regular oc-
currence of such fatal accidents due to open
drains in the city, the Cuttack Municipal Corpora-
tion officials on Thursday started covering open
drains in different places of the city.

--IANS
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