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Odisha: Another
BJD heavyweight

 quits party

Bhubaneswar, April 5
(IANS) One more Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) heavy-
weight resigned from the
primary membership of
the party following the an-
nouncement of the third
list of candidates for the
Assembly constituencies
in Odisha.

Ramesh Chandra
Sai, the sitting MLA from
Athamallik assembly seg-
ment under the Sam-
balpur Lok Sabha constit-
uency, resigned from the
primary membership of
the party on Thursday.

Though Sai men-
tioned personal reasons
for walking out of the par-
ty, in avideo message, he
clarified that denial of tick-
et by the party forced him
to tender his resignation.

LS polls: Tejasvi
Surya files
nomination from
Bengaluru South
constituency

Bengaluru, April 5
(IANS) Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha president
and MP Tejasvi Surya on
Thursday filed his nomi-
nation as BJP candidate
from the Bengaluru South
constituency -- the seat
ne represents in Lok Sab-

a.

Union Minister for In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing and Youth Affairs and
Sports Anurag Thakur,
Leader of the Opposition
in Karnataka R. Ashoka
and other leaders accom-
panied him.

With thousands of
party workers turning out
on the occasion, Surya
appeared confident of a
victory by a huge margin
for the constituency.The
Congress has fielded
Sowmya Reddy, former
MLA and daughter of
Minister for Transport Ra-
malinga Reddy.

211 Independent
candidates among
358 file nominations
for 14 LS seats in

K'taka

Bengaluru, April 5
(IANS)Atotal of 358 can-
didates including 211 In-
dependents in Karnataka
on Thursday filed nomi-
nations for 14 Lok Sabha
seats by the end of the fi-
nal day of submission of
nominatins.

Among 358 contes-
tants, 333 are male and
25 are female, according
to a release by the State
Election Commission.
Thursday (April 4) was
the last date for the sub-
mission of the
nomination.On the final
day (Thursday) of sub-
mission of nomination pa-
pers, a total of 183 can-
didates (171 male and 12
female) filed their nomi-
nations.

CM Sawant hails
resumption of
mining in Goa, calls

it historic day

Panaiji, April 5 (IANS)
Goa Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant on Thursday
hailed the resumption of
mining activity in the state
after a gap of nearly 12
years and termed it a
"historic day".

"It's a Historic Day for
Goa. | congratulate
Vedanta for the com-
mencement of mining in
Bicholim (in North Goa).
This has revived one of
the key economic back-
bone of the state of Goa,"
CM Sawant said in a post
on social media platform
X.

The CM also thanked
the Union government
led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for "con-
tinued support to resolve
the issue”.

(Guijarat).

Enemy knows this is New India:PM Mo
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Jaipur, April 5 (IANS)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday launched
a scathing attack on the
opposition, saying the
Congress never permitted
soldiers to get even with
the enemy.

Addressing a mam-
moth rally in Rajasthan's
Churu in support of para-
lympic Devendra Jhajahr-
ia, PM Modi said that
things have changed now
as "the enemy knows that
this is New India, which
enters into enemy territo-
ries to give a befitting re-
ply to them (Yeh Naya
Bharat hai jo ghar mein
ghus ke marta hai)."

“As long as the Con-
gress people remained in
power, they kept the
hands of our soldiers

—EF»CM K
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tied... The enemy would
attack and leave but they
did not allow the soldiers
to respond. The soldiers
kept demanding one rank
one pension, but they did
nothing... When our gov-
ernment came, we gave
them open permission to
give befitting replies to
enemies on borders. To-
day even enemies know
that ‘This is Modi; This is
New India which attacks
after entering into territo-
ries of enemies.”

PM Modi recalled his
visit to Churu on February
26, 2019, which came
soon after the Balakot air-
strikes. “We had taught
the terrorists alesson,” he
said. He repeated the
words he shared in Churu
last year and said, "Main

desh nahin jhukne doon-
ga, saugandh mujhe hai
mitti ki...” “When our Army
carried out the surgical
strikes, the Ghamandiya
Ghathbandhan demanded
proof of bravery from the
Army. Insulting the Army
and dividing the country is
the identity of the Con-
gress party,” he said. PM
Modi attacked the opposi-
tion's alliance and said the
people of the 'Gha-
mandiya Ghathbandhan'
had called Lord Ram
"imaginary".

“Just a few months
ago, the dream of Ram
temple inAyodhya was ful-
filled. The Congress party
was openly insulting our
faith,” he said, adding,
“The country has always
paid the price for the sins

of Congress.”

He further said that a
journalist told him that the
Congress Party has is-
sued an advisory out of
fear in which they have
asked their workers to stay
tightlipped if there is any
discussion about the Ram
temple. “Our country now
cannot tolerate this grave
insult to our faith,” he add-
ed. Speaking on the bold
steps taken by the NDA
government, the PM said,
“Today Article 370 has
been abolished from
Kashmir. The law on triple
talaq is helping our Mus-
lim sisters. Entire families
used to live in tension in
fear of triple talaq. Modi
has saved not just Muslim
%jsters but all Muslim fam-
ilies."

RBI's decision on 3rd-party UPI apps to
democratise wallet market: Experts

New Delhi, April 5
(IANS) Industry experts on
Friday welcomed the
move by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to per-
mit the use of third-party
UPI apps for making digi-
tal payments from prepaid
payment instruments
(PPI) wallets.

PPIs can come in the
form of payment wallets,
smart cards, magnetic
chips, vouchers and mo-
bile wallets, etc.

At the moment, UPI
payments from PPl can
only be through the web or
mobile app provided by
the PPI issuer.

Shivaji Thapliyal, Head
of Research and Lead An-
alyst, Yes Securities, said
that at the moment, the
wallet market had been
thrown wide open due to
the RBI’s diktat on Paytm
Payments Bank.

“The new guideline, in

a sense, serves to make
PPI wallets somewhat in-
ter-operable and
democratises the wallet
market to that extent,” said
Thapliyal.

In FY23, Paytm Wallet
had a gross merchandise
value (GMV) of $19.1 bil-
lion, with Mobikwik being
a distant second with
$1.01 billion GMV.

“It would be interesting
to see what scenarios
could emerge if third party
UPI apps, which would in-
clude Paytm, would be
able to access other PPI
wallets,” Thapliyal noted.

With the RBI's move,
the PPl wallet holders will
not have to be completely
dependent on the issuer of
the PPl wallet.

It would, thus, enhance
customer convenience
and boost adoption of dig-
ital payments for small val-
ue transactions.

Furthermore, the RBI's
decision to keep the repo
rate unchanged at 6.5 per
cent aligns with expecta-
tions, said Shishir Baijal,
Chairman and Managing
Director, Knight Frank In-
dia.

“It provides added sup-
port to consumers, ensur-
ing economic growth re-
mains robust. Further-
more, the RBI Governor's
optimism is bolstered by
the resilience in domestic
macro fundamentals,” he
said.

S21:Y Agarwal,
Founder, MD and CEO,
AU Small Finance Bank,
said the RBI's mainte-
nance of status quo on the
repo rate and the policy
stance marked by ‘with-
drawal of accommodation’
is a “prudent decision amid
increasing geopolitical un-
certainties and any ad-
verse climate impact”.

Congress President Malllkarjun Kharge with senior party leaders Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi releases the party's manifesto ahead of Lok Sabha
elections, in New Delhi on Friday. UNI
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Muslims devotees offering last Friday namaz on the occasion of holy
month of Ramzan, in Patna on Friday. UNI

Arun Gawli to get premature
release from life term

Nagpur (Maharashtra),
April 5 (IANS) In a signifi-
cant development, the
dreaded ex-mafia don-
turned-politician Arun Gu-
lab Gawli is set to be freed
prematurely from the life
term he is undergoing in
Nagpur Central Jail, as per
a Bombay High Court or-
der, here on Friday.

A division bench com-
prising Justice Vinay Joshi
and Justice Vrushali Joshi
has allowed a criminal re-
petition filed by Arun Gawli
challenging the rejection
of his previous plea claim-
ing premature release giv-
en a government notifica-
tion of January 10, 2006.

“Gawli’'s application
was rejected on grounds
that the state government
had come up with a fresh
notification on December
1, 2015, by which a con-
vict under the MCOCA Act

was held entitled to the
benefit of the policy deci-
sion,” his lawyer Mir Nag-
man Ali told IANS shortly
afterwards.

The state had regis-
tered Gawli's petition on
the ground that the 2015
notification specifically ex-
cludes the convict under
MCOCA from the benefits
of the policy. It contended
that even the 2006 notifi-
cation makes it clear that
convicts under laws like
the NDPS, TADA, MPDA,
etc., are not entitled to the
2006 policy benefits, ex-
plained Adv. Ali.

After hearing both
sides, the court directed
the state to decide on
Gawli’s release within four
weeks from Friday, paving
the way for his premature
release from the jail where
he has spent 16 years,
added Adv. Ali.

ED cracks down on

Pune ponzi Kingpin,
seizes Rs 24.41 cr in bank accounts

New Delhi, April 5
(IANS) The Enforcement
Directorate has issued a
‘provisional attachment
order’ attaching movable
assets worth Rs 24.41
crore of various individu-
als, entities and firms
which are used by Vinod
Khute, owner of the Pune-
based VIPS Group of
Companies and Global
Affiliate Business Compa-
ny, in an alleged money
laundering case, an official
said on Friday.

According to ED, the
attached assets, under the
provisions of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) of 2022, are
in the form of balance in
58 bank accounts amount-
ing to Rs 21.27 crore and
deposits of Rs 3.14 crore.

The probe agency has

Faizabad will celebrate the
return of Lord Ram in 2024 polls

Faizabad (Uttar
Pradesh), April 5 (IANS) It
is the land of Lord Ram,
celebrating the return of
the deity after 500 years.
Yet the Faizabad constit-
uency, which ensconces
Ayodhya city, has not been
kind to women as the con-
stituency has never elect-
ed a woman candidate
since 1951.

The major political par-
ties have not fielded any
woman candidates and
the ones who did contest
were independents.

Former UP chief min-
ister Suchitra Kripalani did
contest the Faizabad seat

in 1971 but lost.

“There is no specific
reason why women have
not won from here. Major
political parties did not field
women candidates and
this could be a reason,”
says Rakesh Tiwari, a lo-
cal journalist. This year’s
election is rather special
for Faizabad, now re-
named as Ayodhya dis-
trict. The year marks the
opening of the grand Ram
temple and also the mas-
sive infrastructural devel-
opment of the holy city.

“The BJP has com-
pletely transformed Ay-
odhya with a new airport,

premises.

It added:

bail application.

Delhi HC denies bail to
man accused of
circulating fake currency

New Delhi,April 5 (IANS) The Delhi High Court
recently refused to grant bail to a man implicated
in a fake currency case.

The accused, identified as Irshad alias Bhuru,
was allegedly involved in the supply and distribu-
tion of fake Rs 2,000 notes. Counterfeit notes
worth Rs 3 lakh were reportedly seized from his

Presiding Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma not-
ed the severe implications of circulating counter-
feit currency on the nation's economy, security,
and the general public's welfare.

Noting the gravity of the offence, Justice Shar-
ma stressed the need for the judiciary to adopt a
stringent stance in such matters.

The court also elaborated on the broader dan-
gers associated with counterfeit currency, noting
its role in enabling money laundering, terror financ-
ing, and other organised crimes.

Moreover, the innocent individuals who might
unwittingly handle such money face substantial
financial and reputational risks, along with poten-
tial legal consequences.

"It is further observed that individuals who un-
knowingly come into possession of counterfeit
currency also face significant risks and repercus-
sions. Innocent consumers and businesses may
unknowingly accept counterfeit money in trans-
actions, only to later discover that they have been
defrauded or cheated," the court said.

"This can lead to financial losses,
legal liabilities, and damage to reputations, par-
ticularly for businesses that unwittingly accept
counterfeit currency as payment for goods or ser-
vices." Despite the defence counsel's claims of
wrongful implication and accusations of evidence
tampering by the police, the court found the alle-
gations and the recovery of counterfeit notes from
Irshad's premises compelling enough to reject the

BJP aims to repeat win m K'taka's
Dakshina Kannada LS seat

Bengaluru, April 5
(IANS) Dakshina Kannada
Lok Sabha Seat in Karna-
taka is considered a bas-
tion of the BJP as the par-
ty has remained unbeat-
able here since the 1991
Lok Sabha election.

The parliamentary seat
in the state's coastal part
has the most Hindu pilgrim-
age centres.

The BJP has denied a
ticket to three-time parlia-
mentarian and former state
president of the party, Na-
lin Kumar Kateel. The tick-
et has been allotted to a
loyal party worker, fresh
face, and ex-serviceman,
Captain Brijesh Chowta.
The Congress party has
fielded R. Padmaraj, an
advocate from Mangaluru
city. After retiring from the
Army, Captain Chowta,
who hails from the influen-
tial Bunt community, was
associated with the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) and later worked for
the BJP party.

Congress' Padmaraj
hails from the Billava com-
munity, which is dominant
in the region. The Con-
gress party wanted to field
Assembly Speaker U.T.
Khader from the seat con-
sidering his popularity
among all sections of soci-

ety. However, with Speak-
er Khader refusing the of-
fer, the party had to field
Padmaraj.

Sources in the Con-
gress said that Padmaraj
was preferred over other
minority candidates con-
sidering the chances of
winning. The Congress is
also playing the caste card
this time to achieve victo-
ry. Sources, however, said
that there is no place for
caste politics in the region,
unlike other parts of Karna-
taka. The murder of
Praveen Kumar Nettaru, a
BJP youth leader, at the
height of the hijab contro-
versy on July 26, 2022, rat-
tled the region and result-
ed in a series of commu-
nal clashes and murders.

A probe by the Nation-
al Investigation Agency
(NIA) revealed that mem-
bers of the Popular Front
of India (PFI) were in-
volved, and Nettaru's mur-
der was part of a larger
conspiracy to strike terror
among the members of a
section of society.

The appointment of
Nettaru's wife by the previ-
ous BJP government on a
contractual basis and then
her removal by the current
Congress government
made an impact in the re-

e ok

gion. After backlash, the
Congress government was
forced to reinstate her.
The Congress party
held the previous Manga-
luru or South Canara MP
Seat from 1957 to 1989.
Veteran Congress leader
Janardhan Poojari secured
the seat for the party in the
1977, 1980, 1984, and
1989 general elections.

railway station, new roads
and other projects. The
temple is now the focal
point of the city and devo-
tees’ footfall has swelled,
giving a major boost to the
economy,” says Lallu
Singh, the sitting BJP MP
and also the candidate.

Lallu Singh, a Thakur,
is seeking his third term as
a Member of Parliament
and is known as one of the
most accessible and affa-
ble leaders in the party.

Lallu Singh is being
challenged by Samajwadi
Party’s Awadhesh Prasad
who belongs to the Pasi
caste group in the SC cat-
egory. Awadhesh Prasad
is the sitting SP MLA from
Milkipur which is one of the
assembly segments in
Faizabad Lok Sabha.

Lallu Singh’s position
has been further strength-
ened withAbhay Singh, an
SP MLA from the neigh-
bouring Gosainganj as-
sembly segment, joining
the BJP last month.

The campaign here,
however, remains low-key
and Lallu Singh says, "The
planning and preparations
for the Lok Sabha polls
with the party workers are
underway. We are making
strategies with the booth
workers.

commenced an investiga-
tion following an FIR
lodged by the Bharti
Vidyapeeth Police Station
in Pune. The FIR, filed
under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code,
1860, implicates Vinod
Tukaram Khute, Santosh
Khute, Mangesh Khute,
Kiran Pitamber Anarase,
Ajinkya Badadhe, and un-
identified others.

They are accused of
deceiving individuals and
conspiring to entice them
into a Ponzi scheme and
forex trading with promis-
es of high returns. This
resulted in the collection of
over Rs 100 crore in the
bank accounts of numer-
ous fraudulent firms and
entities.

“ED investigation re-
vealed that Vinod Khute
who is absconding and
suspected to be presently
residing in Dubai, is the
mastermind of various il-
legal trade, crypto ex-
change, wallet services,
and forex trading through
Dubai-based firm M/s
Kana Capital Limited,”
said ED in a statement is-
sued on Friday.

daughter before

taking his own life

New Delhi, April 5
(IANS) A 42-year-old
man allegedly killed his
wife and four-year-old
daughter before com-
mitting suicide by hang-
ing by a ceiling fan in
Delhi’s Nihal Vihar area,
police said. Their bodies
were found by his son in
the house, who was out
for work and arrived on
Friday morning.

The deceased are
identified asAjay, Teena
(38) and their daughter
Varsha. They are resi-
dents of Gali no 5, Nihal
Vihar.

Sharing the detalils,
police said that on Fri-
day at 9:30 a.m., a Po-
lice Control Room
(PCR) call regarding a
suicide was received,
following which a police
team rushed to the spot.

A muslim greets to a police officer after last Friday namaz during the
holy month of Ramzan, in Patna on Friday. UNI
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