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Woman shot
dead for
'consuming'
liquor outside
gurdwara in
Punjab

Chandigarh, May 15
(IANS) A 33-year-old
woman was shot dead in
Dukhniwaran Sahib
Gurdwara complex in
Patiala in Punjab for alleg-
edly 'consuming' liquor,
police said on Monday.

Police have recovered
tobacco packets and a
bottle of liquor from the
spot. Victim Parminder
Kaur was allegedly under
the influence of liquor and
was 'consuming' it near
the sarovar on the
gurdwara complex. The
crime occurred on Sunday
night.

The accused, Nirmaljit
Singh Saini, has been ar-
rested.

"Prima facie it seems
the accused's religious
sentiments were hurt and
he shot at the woman, kill-
ing her on the spot," a po-
lice official told the media.

Further details were
awaited.

Terror funding
case: NIA raids 6
locations in J&K

New Delhi, May 15
(IANS) The National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) was
on Monday conducting
raids at six locations in
Jammu and Kashmir in
connection with a terror
funding case, sources told
IANS.

The NIA teams were
accompanied by CISF per-
sonnel and local police.

"This is a terror funding
case.

"Pakistan-based terror
outfits were helping the
Kashmir-based agents
who were provoking
youths to indulge in terror
activities. We are raiding
them," the source said.

As of now, the NIA has
not made an official state-
ment on the
matter.Further details are
awaited.

Relocated Kerala
wild tusker
destroys ration
shop in TN

Chennai, May 15 (IANS)
The rogue wild tusker,
'Arikomban' which was re-
located from Kerala's
Chinnakanal forest area in
Idukki to Periyar Tiger Re-
serve (PTR) following re-
ports of it killing people,
has destroyed a ration
shop.

As per reports, the el-
ephant has killed 11
people and destroyed
more than 300 ration
shops in the Chinnakanal
area of Idukki district.

It destroyed a ration
shop at Manalar estate in
Tamil Nadu but failed to
steal rice.

Army Chief heads
for Egypt to
further enhance
defence relations

New Delhi, May 15
(IANS) Army chief General
Manoj Pande on Monday
left for a visit to Egypt as
part of the ongoing mili-
tary outreach to African
nations, and to discuss av-
enues for further enhanc-
ing Indo-Egypt defence
relations.

During the visit from
May 16 to May 17, he will
be visiting various Egyp-
tian Armed Forces estab-
lishments and exchange
ideas on issues of mutual
interest.

The Army Chief will in-
teract with the Com-
mander-in-Chief of Egyp-
tian Armed Forces, Minis-
ter of Defence & Military
Production, and Chief of
Staff, Egyptian Armed
Forces.

NEW DELHI, Former Jammu and Kashmir Governor Satya Pal Malik, former
union minister Birender Singh with wrestlers Bajrang Punia, Vinesh Phogat and
Sakshi Malik, Bhim Army Chief Chandra Shekhar Aazad and Farmer leader
Gurnam Singh Chaduni addressing a press conference at the wrestlers' protest
over sexual harassment allegations against WFI chief, at Jantar Mantar in New
Delhi on Monday. UNI

NEW DELHI, Union Minister for Home Affairs and Cooperation, Amit Shah
along with the Speaker, Lok Sabha, Om Birla lighting the lamp at the inaugura-
tion of training program on Legislative Drafting organized by PRIDE and ICPS
for officers of Ministries (Central/States), in New Delhi on Monday. Union Minis-
ter for Parliamentary Affairs, Coal and Mines, Pralhad Joshi and the Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs and Culture, Arjun Ram Meghwal are also seen.
UNI

RANCHI, Jharkhand  Home Guards raising slogans during a demonstration in support of their demand
of  salary hike, in Ranchi on Monday.UNI

Bengaluru, May 15
(IANS) When former chief
minister and Lingayat
strongman B.S. Yediyurappa
stated in BJP’s national ex-
ecutive committee meeting
that Karnataka elections
can’t be won with the name
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the party didn’t take
a note of it.

Yediyurappa had stated
that the opposition parties
especially Congress in
Karnataka are strong and
workers needed to reach
out to the people, and
strength of opposition can’t
be ignored. The saffron
party considered his state-
ment offensive and
snubbed him. It didn’t allow
him to undertake a state-
wide tour.

The party realised the
damage at the last minute
and brought Yediyurappa to
the forefront. But, it went on
making self-goals one after
the other, like - pitching in
72 new faces, denial of tick-
ets to senior party leaders,
humiliation of Lingayat can-
didates, experiment with
quota of reservations for SC,
ST and OBCs and attempt to
pit other communities
against Muslims.

Not only Lingayat, BJP lost Dalit
& OBC votes too in Karnataka

The tone of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and BJP
President J.P. Nadda that if
Karnataka wants develop-
ment projects, the people
need to support BJP didn’t
go down well with masses.
Sonia Gandhi’s effective re-
buttal stating that Kannada
people need not be at the
mercy of BJP for their devel-
opment seemed to have
endeared the people.

Though, all media and
BJP predicted that the ban
proposal on the Bajrang Dal
was a self goal by Congress,
it turned out to be the big-
gest self-goal by BJP later as
it tried to make it a big con-
troversy and link it to lord
Hanuman, revered by all
Hindus.

The only solace to BJP
was that it could defeat
former chief minister
Jagadish Shettar on his
home turf. But, the damage
was done. The Lingayat
vote-bank once firmly stood
with the BJP and gave it core
strength, slipped away.

Congress managed to
wrest 44 seats in Lingayat-
dominated constituencies.
BJP could only get 20 seats.

The Vokkaliga commu-
nity which firmly stood with

JD(S) shifted to Congress as
D.K. Shivakumar was pro-
jected as the CM candidate.
Shivakumar’s appeals to the
community and unmatched
hard work yielded results.
PM Modi and Amit Shah’s
roadshows, rallies and their
promises did not strike
chord with the people.

Congress won 29 seats
in Vokkaliga dominated
constituencies and BJP
could only get four seats.
BJP National General Secre-
tary and a prominent
Vokkaliga face, C.T. Ravi, suf-
fered a humiliating defeat
on his home turf. The BJP
lost all five seats it won in
the communally polarised
Chikkamagaluru district. BJP
lost two seats in Kodagu dis-
trict, the region which was
considered a bastion of BJP.

The people from SC, ST
and OBCs, who shifted to
BJP over the years especially
in north Karnataka, this time
voted for the Congress. The
prominent Dalit face,
Govind Karajol (BJP), also
suffered a humiliating de-
feat. Congress won 42 seats
in SC-dominated north and
south Karnataka regions,
while BJP could only get 12
seats. In ST-dominated re-

gions, Congress won 19
seats while BJP could man-
age only five seats.

Muslims with conviction
voted for Congress without
giving any leverage to JD(S)
and SDPI.

Dingaleshwara Swamji,
prominent Lingayat seer,
had warned BJP that the
party would be washed
away in the tears of
Yediyurappa. He had made
the statement when
Yediyurappa was asked to
step down from the post of
CM. He had further stated
that if BJP wants to build it-
self in future, Yediyurappa
himself won’t be able to do
it like he did it earlier. His
words are coming true, ac-
cording to experts.

BJP has lost its base
among all prominent com-
munities in Karnataka. After
the retirement of
Yediyurappa, there is no
mass leader who can appeal
to all sections of society. The
saffron party has an uphill
task for its survival in the
state. With the Hindutva
card falling flat, BJP will have
a herculean task to find a
leader to match the caliber
of Siddaramaiah and
Shivakumar.

‘Arrested Hizb-ut-Tahrir
members were involved in
operating Love Jihad nexus’

Bhopal, May 15 (IANS) Madhya Pradesh Home Minister
Narottam Mishra on Monday claimed that seven of 16
people arrested last week in the state for their alleged links
with an Islamist organisation Hizb-ut-Tahrir (HuT), were
involved in “operating the ‘Love Jihad’ nexus”.

The Madhya Pradesh anti-terrorist squad (ATS), last
week, in a joint operation with the Intelligence Bureau and
the Telangana Police, busted a module affiliated to the HuT,
and nabbed 16 people.

The suspects, including a professor of a Hyderabad col-
lege and a computer engineer in Bhopal, were allegedly
planning to unleash terror and wage war against the coun-
try, Mishra said.

“Seven of them were converted into Islam and they
were operating the nexus of love jihad. During question-
ing, they confessed that they were originally Hindus, and
converted into Islam. Significantly, these individuals include
professors, engineers, teachers etc,” Mishra said.

He claimed that one of the persons was associated with
a college run by AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi.

“These types of people are involved in Love Jihad. They
were targetting Hindu girls and converting them into Is-
lam,” Mishra added.

—IANS

back in Bengaluru.
Talking to IANS over

telephone, Shettar said: “I
have joined the Congress
unconditionally and I don’t
have an answer regarding
posts.”

Senior Congress leaders,
however, told IANS in pri-
vate that the former Chief
Minister would be given a
berth in the new Cabinet or
he could even be consid-
ered for the post of party’s
Working President.

Shettar, according to
sources in Congress, enjoys
an excellent rapport with its
senior state leaders, includ-
ing D.K. Shivakumar,
Siddaramaiah, and others.

Congress to provide plum position to Shettar
Bengaluru, May 15

(IANS) The Congress would
provide a plum position to
former Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Jagadish Shettar, who
had left the BJP and joined
it on the eve of the Assem-
bly elections but could not
win his seat, as per party
leaders.

The powerful leader has
been a six-term MLA and a
former state President of the
BJP. In the recent assembly
elections, he, however, lost
his Hubbali-Central
Dharwad Assembly seat by
a margin of 34,289 votes to
Mahesh Tenginakai of the
BJP. While Shettar could not
win his turf, his clout in the
Lingayat-dominated areas
of north Karnataka has led
to the Congress winning
many of these seats, thus
crushing the BJP. The Con-
gress think tanks have al-
ready reported to the party
state leadership that Shettar

parting ways with the BJP
was a major catalyst for the
Congress to win the polls in
Lingayat-dominated areas
and hence he should be
properly rewarded.

Shettar had not joined
the previous BJP govern-
ment of Basavaraj Bommai
citing that Bommai was
much junior to him. The
Congress is trying hard to
accommodate Shettar in
the Congress government
that would be sworn in
within a few days.

Sources in the Congress
party told IANS that senior
party national leaders are in
touch with the former Chief
Minister and he is staying

Jagadish Shettar, who had left
the BJP and joined it on the
eve of the Assembly elections
but could not win his seat

Stalin leaves for Villupuram to meet
families of illicit liquor victims

There have been com-
plaints from women of the
Ekkiyarkuppam area against
spurious liquor in their area
and the police asked to look
into these complaints and
to crack down on the spuri-
ous and illicit liquor dens.

The police have already
arrested V. Amaran (27) for
supplying hooch in
Villupuram district, while
another person Ammavasai
(40) has been detained by
the Chengalpattu police for
supplying diluted industrial
spirit.

Chennai, May 15 (IANS)
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Monday left
for Villupuram to meet the
families of the spurious li-
quor victims in the district.

Six people from
Marakkanam in Villupuram
district died after consum-
ing hooch on Saturday
evening. Several others
were hospitalised following
complaints of vomiting and
stomach ache.

In Chengalpattu also, six
people succumbed to it.

The Chief Minister has

already announced a com-
pensation of Rs 10 lakh each
for families of the deceased
and Rs 50,000 for all those
hospitalised.

Tamil Nadu state Direc-
tor General of Police,
C.Sylendrababu has already
directed the the district po-
lice superintendent of
Villupuram, Commissioner
of Chengalpattu police and
officers of Prohibition and
Enforcement Wing (PEW) to
conduct raids on spurious
liquor dens and to crack
down such places.

Two groups of medical
students clash in Jammu

Jammu, May 15 (IANS) Amid reports of two groups
of students clashing with each other on Monday in the
government medical college hostel here, police said the
matter was being investigated.

Reports said two groups of students clashed with
each other inside the hostel in which some students
sustained injuries.

Police said, “There has been an incident of scuffle
between some students and outsiders in the GMC Hos-
tel Jammu. “Cognizance of the matter has been taken
and investigation is going on.”

Reports said the clash occurred following heated
exchange over some incident outside J&K.

going treatment at a hospi-
tal where their condition is
stated to be critical, they
said. Superintendent of Po-
lice Mrinal Deka told IANS,
“The accident took place
near the Bhupen Hazarika
bridge in the district. The
bodies have been sent for
autopsy.” Notably, the 9 km-
long Bhupen Hazarika
bridge connects Dhola in
the south to Sadiya in the
north, providing convenient
access to Arunachal
Pradesh, whose border lies
near Sadiya.

Three of family killed in
road crash, 2 critical

Guwahati, May 15 (IANS)
At least three people be-
longing to the Nepali com-
munity died in a head-on
collision between a car and
a pick-up van in Assam’s
Sadiya district on Monday,
officials said.

The three deceased
have been identified as Dil
Bahadur Sonar, Binod Sonar,
and Dalmaya Sonar. Two
others were also injured in
the accident. All the de-
ceased and the injured were
occupants of the car.

The injured are under-

gards to disaster manage-
ment. “I also appeal to
people to download Sachet
national disaster alert app,
so they can get the alerts of
natural disasters,” Sawant
said.

He said that the roles of
all the departments for di-
saster management have
also been discussed.

Last year in July, Water
Resource Department Min-
ister Subhash Shirodkar had

Ahead of monsoon, Goa CM holds
meeting regarding disaster management

Panaji, May 15 (IANS)
Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant on Monday held a
meeting of the State Disas-
ter Management Authority
and discussed several issues
to prevent devastation and
floods during monsoon.

Since the last four years,
Goa has witnessed floods in
many areas causing dam-
ages to houses, agriculture
areas and electric poles. Tak-
ing a lesson from the past
incidents, the government
on Monday discussed resto-
ration of properties if met
with natural calamities.

“We can’t stop natural
calamities, but if anything
such happens then our
team will be alert for resto-
rations of road, power and
water supply within 24
hours,” Sawant said.

He said that taking cue
from past incidents, which
had hit the state during the
monsoon, the government
has revamped the strate-
gies.

“We have discussed the
local contingency plan for
mass rescue at sea and also
about monsoon prepared-
ness. We have human re-
sources ready to tackle any
situation and for the resto-
ration of properties,” Sawant
said.

He said that instructions
have been given to all de-
partments to work in re-

said that floods are caused
in coastal state due to cli-
mate change, recent rain
patterns and other issues.

“In the last two to three
years, due to climate
change, recent rain patterns
and other issues, floods are
taking place. However, we
are taking measures,”
Shirodkar said.

CBI arrests Arvind
Kumar Singh of
India Ahead

New Delhi, May 15
(IANS) The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on Mon-
day arrested Arvind Kumar
Singh of India Ahead News
in connection with its probe
into the Delhi Excise Policy
case.

Singh had allegedly
channelised Rs 17 crore to
South Group through
Hawala channel.

Later in the day, he will
be produced before the
Special CBI court. The CBI is
all set to seek his custodial
remand in the matter.

The supplementary
charge sheet was filed
against former Delhi’s
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia.
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Taylor Swift’s fans spent
millions on a memoir that

wasn’t hers — another
ARMY was the gainer

The publisher, like everyone
selling to a gullible audience, will
be encouraging the fanatics as it
counts its millions

The thing about fandom — especially when it
evolves (or devolves, if you want to be crotchety) into
a cult — is that it doesn’t even wait for the cover to
judge a book. For fanatical followers of American pop
star Taylor Swift — “Swifties” — their obsession with
her music and persona is coupled with a penchant
for conspiracy theories.

Swift is known to leave “Easter eggs” in her music,
which prompts Swifties to try and solve puzzles that,
sometimes, simply aren’t there. Earlier this week, this
penchant led to millions of dollars of profits for a pub-
lishing company, and the Swifties losing out to an-
other ARMY of fans.

The mystery began with a listing of an untitled
book by publisher Flatiron Books, with a rumoured
print run of over a million copies, which would have
“global appeal”. In the few details that emerged,
Swifties found reason to believe that it was authored
by Taylor. The author and title were set to release on
June 13, which is her favourite number. The book con-
sists of 544 pages, which also adds up to 13. All this
led fans to pre-order the book in large numbers, mak-
ing the mystery title a bestseller.

As it turns out, Beyond the Story: 10-Year Record
of BTS is a memoir by members of the eponymous
Korean boy band, written by Myeong-Seok Kang with
the seven members of the group.

The BTS ARMY is among the largest online fan
groups, and will likely be disappointed that so many
copies of this memoir have been bought up by the
Swifties. Perhaps they can ensure a buy back. Or
maybe, given their penchant for finding clues in ran-
dom places, Taylor Swift’s fans will find something to
obsess over in the BTS book. Either way, the publisher
will be encouraging the fanatics as it counts its mil-
lions.
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Mumbai, A 46-year-old Surat
woman with Polycystic Liver
Disease (PLD) leading to an enlarged
liver andliver failure got a fresh lease
of life after a challenging liver trans-
plant. A team led by Dr Gaurav
Chaubal, Director of Liver, Pancreas,
Intestine Transplant Program, and
Hepato- Pancreato-Biliary  Surgery at
Global Hospitals, Parel, Mumbai was
successful in saving the life of the pa-
tient by removing enlarged liver
weighing 7 ½ kgs and 40 cm in size
and transplanting the healthy liver
from a deceased donor.

 Dr Gaurav Chaubal, Director of
Liver, Pancreas, Intestine Transplant
Program, and Hepato-Pancreato-Bil-
iary surgery at Global Hospitals, Parel,
Mumbaisaid, “The patient‘s health had
deteriorated when she visited me. Her
liver function was low owing to liver
failure due to Polycystic Liver Disease
(PLD). It is a rare, inherited condition
leading to benign (noncancerous)
cysts. The incidence of polycystic liver
disease (PLD) is around 1 person per 1
lakh. Usually, Polycystic Liver Disease
(PLD) doesn’t require a transplant.

It is only needed in very few cases
when the liver size is huge and there
is liver failure.It was essential to per-
form a timely transplant on her as liver
failure if not treated in time can have

46-Year-Old Surat Woman underwent successful liver
transplant surgery at Global Hospitals, Mumbai

potentially lethal complications.
Dr Vivek Talaulikar, COO, IHH
Healthcare India &amp; CEO,
Gleneagles Global Hospitals,
Mumbai said, “The team from Global
Hospital has recently performed a suc-
cessful liver transplant, offering hope
to patients suffering from life-threat-
ening liver diseases in Surat. The Hos-
pital is equipped with state-of-the-art
technology and expertise to carry out
complex surgeries such as liver
transplants. This successful liver trans-
plant marks a moment of joy and pride
for the hospital. We are committed to
providing world-class healthcare ser-
vices to our patients, making use of
cutting-edge techniques in surgical
procedures. This liver transplant marks
another milestone for us and our com-
mitment towards delivering innova-
tive healthcare solutions that save
lives.”  

The patient a resident of Surat
hadsevere abdominal pain, bloating,
and discomfort for 15 years and was
unable to lead a normal life. She was
detected with Polycystic Liver Disease
(PLD) and was listed for a cadaveric
liver transplant. Her condition wors-
ened further as her liver enlarged and
multiple cysts expanded the liver and
hence lead to expanding abdominal
girth. The patient was referred to Dr

Gaurav Chaubal at Global Hospitals,
Parel, Mumbai who performed a life-
saving and uneventful transplant pro-
cedure on the patient.  

Dr Chaubal added, “When we did
the open laparotomy, an enlarged liver
weighing 7 ½ kg and 40 cm in size that
is 1 ½ feet wide was found. This is the
largest explant that has been removed
across India and we replaced it with
the healthy liver from the deceased
donor. The patient recovered well and
was discharged in 2 weeks. The opera-
tion was challenging as the size of liver
was huge and if the explant was not
removed as a whole, chances of pa-
tient bleeding profusely and dying
were very high. The availability of state
of art OTs and post operative ICUs
along with the technical expertise is
necessary to ensure smooth recovery
of the patient.”

  “I was disheartened after the di-
agnosis of liver disease and it inter-
fered with my daily activities. I cannot
thank the team enough for their dedi-
cation and hard work. They have given
me a second chance, and I will always
be grateful to them. I was fortunate to
have got a timely transplant and thank
the family of the donor who came for-
ward for organ donation. Remember
that organ donation can save
lives,” concluded patient Kalpana
Bundela .

Millennials driving the real estate growth story in India
By Anjana Sastri
New Delhi, May 15 (IANSlife) The

millennial generation today is making
a significant mark on the economy
and is now more eager than ever be-
fore to invest in real estate. In the era
of globalisation, this generation enjoys
a purchasing power higher than any
of the previous generations. Hence, it
is not surprising to see that
aspirational millennials are more
aware of the value of real estate as an
investment asset.

Millennials are a very important
consumer segment for real estate as
they are in their peak buying years
with easy access to liquidity. This de-
mographic played a very important
role in the industry when the sector
came out of the pandemic blues and
continues to do so.

 With real estate performing well in
the previous year and doing well in the
first quarter of 2023, there is a massive
expectation that millennials will play
a significant role in the journey of real
estate growth that is forecasted to
cross 1 trillion dollars by 2030 and con-
tribute significantly to the GDP.

Crucial Investment Instrument
Unlike previous generations,

millennials have a unique approach to
buying property. A home is not only
seen as a commodity but also as a cru-
cial investment instrument that
should reflect the aspirations of the
contemporary generation. As per a
survey, among the total participants
that chose real estate as an asset class
for investment, 52 percent were
millennials. Discerning, demanding,
and determined, millennials expect
properties to be integrated with mod-
ern and smart amenities that match
global standards.

Global Exposure
Global exposure amongst

millennials is very high and hence they
seek homes that meet standards they
have experienced globally - ranging
from the finishes of the home to the
amenities. While this started a few
years ago, it has now become more
pronounced with the newer genera-
tions wanting to study, work and live
abroad.

Community Living

Yet another facet that differenti-
ates millennials from other genera-
tions in real estate is the high value
placed on social connectivity and in-
tegration. Naturally, young
homebuyers look for residential areas
that provide a strong sense of commu-
nity living and developers have
realised that they need to focus more
on gated communities to meet this
crucial requirement. This is the reason
why you get to see residential com-

plexes that are furnished with commu-
nity features like shared lounges, co-
working spaces, clubhouses, and dedi-
cated community-gathering arenas.

Health and Sustainability
The next generation of ambitious

homebuyers will pay a higher pre-
mium for a sustainable and healthy
lifestyle. Millennials do not consider
environmental sustainability a luxury,

but rather a necessity. While not com-
promising on social amenities, they are
equally interested in an environmen-
tally friendly living style.

As far as ecological sustainability
is concerned, millennials are willing to
walk the extra mile for a safe future.
Developers are now more sensitised
than ever before in creating enhanced
projects, which meet these criteria. The
aesthetics of the property are com-
bined with sustainability aspects to

make it attractive to a younger demo-
graphic of homebuyers.

The Digital Connection
What is also interesting is that the

millennials are digitally inspired. From
virtual tours to digital scheduling,
millennials prefer digital closures of
their homes. They gather information
about a project while on the move
given that they are tech-savvy and

hence tech connectivity is a
crucial criterion for the pur-
chase of property by the
millennial generation. The
focus has shifted from com-
pact homes to homes that
are designed specifically for
the multifunctional require-
ments of millennial
homebuyers. This is also an
era in which homes are pur-
chased digitally or virtually.

With a significant in-
crease in purchasing power
and a desire to live a new
holistic lifestyle, millennials
are investing in integrated
properties.

 While some millennials
invest in homeownership as
a stable long-term invest-
ment, others look at social
status and good living as
motivating factors. As per
multiple studies, the

millennial generation is the most con-
fident when it comes to financial fa-
miliarity and pushing the real estate
market to greater heights.

Millennials are no longer the "rent
generation" and as current market
trends are extrapolated toward future
landscapes, this trend is likely to be the
feature of the future. Millennials are
the key to the overall health and sta-
bility of the current housing sector.

Brazil has highest share
of clean electricity in G20
New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) Brazil, the host to the

next year's G20 summit, has the highest share of clean
electricity in the G20, said a report by energy think-
tank Ember on Monday.

In 2022, Brazil generated 89 per cent of its elec-
tricity from clean sources, which includes 63 per cent
hydro, 12 per cent wind power and three per cent
solar power.

Fossil fuels accounted for 11 per cent of Brazil's
generation in 2022, the majority of which was gas
(seven per cent).

India, the current host, is much further behind in
decarbonising its electricity system. It has the second
highest coal reliance, after South Africa, but is already
getting nine per cent of its electricity from solar and
wind.

"Brazil is way ahead of India in securing a clean
electricity system," said Dave Jones, Ember's Head of
Data Insights.

"G20 hosts can both learn from each others' suc-
cesses. India is stepping up as a solar king, with gen-
eration growing by 45 times in the last decade to
reach five per cent of its power in 2022. Brazil had a
headstart with a strong base in hydroelectric power,
but they haven't rested on their laurels, with a truly
impressive growth in wind power, which has grown
by 16 times in the last decade and reached 12 per
cent of its power in 2022."

Wind and solar replacing coal power's share in
G20 countries. Pathways aligned with 1.5C require
rapid reduction in coal power this decade.

Wind and solar have reduced the share of coal
power in G20 countries since the Paris Agreement,
according to an analysis of data from the fourth an-
nual Global Electricity Review published by energy
think-tank Ember.

The data reveals that in G20 countries, wind and
solar reached a combined share of 13 per cent of elec-
tricity in 2022, up from five per cent in 2015. In this
period, the share of wind power doubled and the
share of solar power quadrupled. As a result, coal
power fell from 43 per cent of G20 electricity in 2015
to 39 per cent in 2022.

Shares of other sources of electricity remained
broadly stable, with fluctuation of just 1-2 percent-
age points.

According to the IPCC, wind and solar can deliver

more than a third of the emissions cuts
required in 2030 to limit global heat-
ing to 1.5 degrees. Encouragingly, half
of these emissions reductions from
wind and solar would actually save
money compared to the reference sce-
nario.

"Replacing coal power with wind
and solar is the closest thing we have
to a silver bullet for the climate," said
Malgorzata Wiatros-Motyka, senior

analyst at Ember.
"Not only do solar and wind cut

emissions fast, they also bring down
electricity costs and reduce health-
harming pollution."

Across the G20, progress towards
wind and solar power is mixed. The
leaders are Germany (32 per cent), the
UK (29 per cent) and Australia (25 per
cent). Turkey, Brazil, the US and China
have consistently held above the glo-
bal average. At the bottom are Russia,
Indonesia and Saudi Arabia with
nearly zero wind and solar power in
their mix.

Thirteen of the G20 still have more
than a half of their electricity from fos-
sil fuels as of 2022. Saudi Arabia stands
out with almost 100 per cent of its
electricity from oil and gas. South Af-
rica (86 per cent), Indonesia (82 per
cent) and India (77 per cent) are the
next most reliant on fossil -- all pre-
dominantly coal generation.

Among advanced (OECD)
economies in the G20, which
should target coal phase-out by
2030, there has been a reduc-
tion in coal generation by 42 per
cent in absolute terms from
2,624 TWh in 2015 to 1,855 TWh
in 2022.

The fastest decline in coal
power in the G20 has been
achieved by the UK, which re-
duced its coal generation by 93
per cent since the Paris Agree-
ment was signed, falling from 23
per cent of electricity in 2015 to
just two per cent in 2022.

Italy halved its coal power in
the same period, while the US
and Germany reduced their coal
power by around a third. Even
coal-dependent Australia has
reduced its share of coal power
from 64 per cent in 2015 to 47
per cent in 2022.

Among advanced econo-
mies in the G20, Japan stands
out as it has yet to reduce its
share of coal power, which re-
mains around a third of its
electricity.The growth in wind
and solar generation has been
a key factor in the success of
these OECD countries in reduc-
ing coal power. The UK and Ger-
many stand out with the high-
est shares of wind power at 25
per cent and 22 per cent in 2022,
while Australia and Japan top
the G20 for solar power share at
13 per cent and 10 per cent, re-
spectively, in 2022.

Although the G20's share of
coal power has reduced since
the Paris Agreement, the abso-
lute generation of coal power
has increased as countries turn
to coal to meet rising demand.-
-IANS

Tusker found
dead in UP's

Dudhwa
National Park

Lakhimpur Kheri, May 15 (IANS) A
fully grown-up wild male elephant has
been found dead at the Dudhwa Na-
tional Park (DNP) in Uttar Pradesh --
the second tusker casualty of this year
in the region.

On Sunday, patrolling teams
sighted the carcass of the tusker in the
Belaghat forests under Sathiyana
range.They informed the deputy field
director Rengaraju T, who apprised the
field director B. Prabhakar of the inci-
dent for further procedure.

Several puncture wounds were vis-
ible on the carcass, indicating fight
with some other wild elephant.

Prabhakar said: "Post-mortem
done by veterinary officer Baburam
Verma, Dudhwa wild veterinary ex-
perts Daya Shankar and Deepak
Verma has established 'infighting
among animals led to rib cage rupture,
heart puncture and circulatory system
failure (Syncope)' which caused the
death."He added the age of the de-
ceased tusker was estimated around
15 years.Preliminary observations and
circumstantial evidence also indicated
infighting among the wild elephants
to be the cause of death, said
Prabhakar.He added that a few days
ago, a herd of over three dozen el-
ephants had been sighted roaming
around in the area.On April 19, a fe-
male wild elephant was found dead in
south Sonaripur range forests of the
park. The post-mortem report had es-
tablished infection in the uterus to be
the cause of death.--IANS

How the Army, corrupt elite
turned Pakistan into a basket case

By Mahua Venkatesh
New Delhi, May 15: Pakistan's Army

needs to take a large chunk of the
blame for ruining the country's
economy. Last year, former Army Chief,
General Qamar Javed Bajwa officially
admitted that the military has been
meddling in politics for decades.

"In my opinion, the reason for this
is the constant meddling by the army
in politics for the last 70 years, which
is unconstitutional," he said, adding
that the crumbling economic situation
must be taken as a lesson and all stake-
holders need to
work together to
safeguard the
country's interest.
Last year in Novem-
ber General Asim
Munir took charge
as Pakistan's new
Army chief.

But evidently,
lessons have not
been learnt.

The recent arrest of former Prime
Minister Imran Khan, who soured his
relations with the powerful military
has once again led to intensifying po-
litical turmoil in the country, which is
staring at a default. The political crisis
will dent the economy further.

While Islamabad is currently in
talks with the International Monetary
Fund for a $6.5 billion bailout package,
the two have not yet come to an
agreement despite negotiations drag-
ging on for months.

The business community now
fears that the multilateral lender may
leave its stamp on the budget slated
to be announced on June 9.

What has irked the business cap-
tains is Pakistan Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar's lack of interest in inviting them
for talks before framing the budget

contours.
Without the IMF's financial assis-

tance, Pakistan may not be able to
avert a default. But with the deepen-
ing political crisis, many fear that the
IMF will further arm twist Islamabad
before it gives its approval for the loan.

In Pakistan, political crises are
nothing new. Fair elections are rare in
the county and no prime minister has
ever completed his tenure.

"While the much-feared second
breakup of Pakistan is not going to
happen, the downward descent will

accelerate as the
poor starve, cities
become increas-
ingly unlivable,
and the rich flee
westwards," an
editorial pub-
lished in local
newspaper Dawn
said. It also said
that running the
country is not the

economy is not the Army's job.
A decisive role in national politics,

whether covert or overt, was sought
for personal enrichment of individu-
als and it has nothing to do with na-
tional security, the Dawn noted.

A Brookings research pointed out
that political parties in Pakistan di-
rectly point to the military's interfer-
ence in politics, "but only when they
are in opposition; when they are in
government and enjoy that support,
they do little to challenge it."

"This was true of Khan's party
when it was in power, and it is true of
Sharif's government now," it said, add-
ing that the interests of the common
citizens have always been disregarded
and they have continued to pay the
price for the country's long history of
political instability.

UK's love for coffee under threat from climate crisis: Report
New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) The

UK's love for a cup of coffee is un-
der threat from the climate crisis,
a new report by charity Christian
Aid said on Monday.

The paper outlines how cof-
fee farmers in poorer countries
require financial support from
richer countries to help farmers
adapt to climate change and ad-
dress the loss and damage it
causes.

In the UK alone, Brits drink
more than 98 million cups of cof-
fee a day. According to calcula-
tions by Christian Aid, that is
enough to fill more than nine
Olympic sized swimming pools.

However, analysis from the in-
ternational development charity
warns coffee farmers are facing a
host of climate-related impacts
such as rising temperatures, er-
ratic rainfall, disease, droughts
and landslides -- an issue ob-
served by Christian Aid partners
in Honduras.

Expert forecasts warn that
temperature increases of just
1.5C-2C will see highly suitable
land for growing coffee slashed
by more than half -- 54 per cent -
- by the end of the century. This
includes the two countries where

the UK gets most of its coffee from:
Brazil and Vietnam.

It is worrying news for the liveli-
hoods and survival of coffee farmers.
For the British economy, the British
Coffee Association estimated the
number of jobs supported by coffee

in the UK stood at around 210,325 in
2017.The warnings appear to also be
concerning British consumers. New
polling by Savanta, commissioned by
Christian Aid, reveals three in five (57
per cent) UK adults say they are con-
cerned that climate change will im-
pact the cost, taste and availability of
coffee in the UK.

The polling also shows almost
seven in 10 (69 per cent) UK adults say
they agree that the government
should do more to reduce the impact
of the climate crisis on the food sup-

ply chain to the UK, such as sup-
porting coffee farmers in devel-
oping countries shift to sustain-
able and resilient methods of pro-
duction.

The publication of the report
-- "Wake up and smell the coffee:
The climate crisis and your coffee"
-- marks the start of Christian Aid
Week, the UK's longest running
fundraising week dating back to
1957.

The report's conclusion in-
cludes recommendations to
boost climate finance to help
farmers in diversification of liveli-
hoods to climate resilient crops
and cancelling unjust debts to
help countries free up resources
to tackle climate change and pov-
erty.

Foundation, Mzuzu Coffee
Cooperative in Malawi, UK-based
Caturra Coffee Club and climate
experts are speaking out on the
impact of the climate crisis on
coffee.Mackson Ng'ambi, Chief
Executive Officer of Mzuzu Coffee
Cooperative in Malawi, said: "Our
experience is that in a year where
the early season rains have been
poor or non-existent, coffee flow-
ering has also been grossly poor.
This is now a frequent recurrence.
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Jyotika returns to Hindi films after 25 years
with Ajay Devgn's supernatural thriller
Mumbai, May 15 (IANS)

Actress Jyotika will be join-
ing Ajay Devgn, R Madhavan
in the upcoming supernatu-
ral thriller, directed by Vikas
Bahl.

Jyotika is returning to
Hindi films after 25 years
and will be seen sharing
screen space with Ajay for
the very first time.

The film will go on floors
this June and is being exten-

sively shot in Mumbai,
Mussoorie and London.

Details about the films
are still under wraps.

The film will be pro-
duced by Ajay Devgn,
Kumar Mangat Pathak and
Abhishek Pathak under the
banner Ajay Devgn Ffilm
and Panorama Studios. The
makers will be unravelling
more information about the
film soon.--IANS

'Scoop' trailer shows how one phone call sets off
chain reaction with far reaching repercussions

Mumbai, May 15 (IANS)
The trailer of the upcoming
crime drama streaming
show 'Scoop' was unveiled
on Monday. It starts off on a
pacey note as the character
of crime reporter Jagruti
Pathak receives a call from
the underworld don Chhota
Rajan to talk about a certain
subject.It soon spirals to
show how Jagruti gets
mired in a controversy be-
cause of her proximity to the
Rajan and is soon sent be-
hind the bars for enabling
the murder of a fellow crime
reporter.The trailer high-
lights society's rush to pass
the judgement as Jagruti is
caught between the nexus

of the police, the under-
world, and the media.

The show, directed by
Hansal Mehta, is inspired by
real events and Jigna Vora's
memoir, 'Behind Bars in
Byculla: My Days in Prison'
and tells how she was
framed by the police and
investigating agencies for
abetting the murder of
crime reporter Jyotirmoy
Dey citing professional
rivalry.Speaking about cre-
ating the first season of
'Scoop', director and co-cre-
ator Hansal Mehta said: "As
a filmmaker, my intention is
to always tell stories that go
beyond a weekend. In
aScoop', I found that: a story

that speaks urgently to our
post truth times. Collaborat-
ing with someone as gifted
as Mrunmayee brought in a
sensibility that deeply en-
riched the show.

"All of this would not
have been possible without
Netflix and Matchbox Shots
who nurtured our deep dive
into the personal and pro-
fessional world of Jagruti
Pathak, allowing our vision
to blossom. With Netflix, the
process of creation is always
exciting and collaborative.
Season one is just the begin-
ning. I hope to keep explor-
ing the story-rich world of
media even further."

The series, produced by
Matchbox Shots and cre-
ated by Hansal Mehta and
Mrunmayee Lagoo Waikul, is
set to premiere on Netflix on
June 2.--IANS

Parineeti Chopra's
mother pens emotional
note on daughter's engage-
ment

Mumbai, May 15 (IANS)
Actress Parineeti Chopra's
mother Reena Chopra
wrote an emotional note for
her daughter, who got en-
gaged to AAP leader Raghav
Chadha on May 13.

Reena took to
Instagram, where she
shared an engagement pic-
ture of Parineeti and Raghav
and penned down her
thoughts for them.

She wrote: "There are
reasons in your life that
make you believe all over
again and all the time that
there is a God up there This
is one of them

Parineeti Chopra's mother pens emotional
note on daughter's engagement

....#trulyblessed#thankyougod
I wish to thank all of you
who have reached out and
poured your blessings and
wishes for them."

Parineeti and Raghav's
engagement took place at
the Kapurthala House in
New Delhi and was at-
tended by close friends and
family members of the
couple.

After staying mum for
over a month about their re-
lationship, on the day of the
engagement the couple
took to Instagram to con-
firm.

Raghav wrote: "Every-
thing I prayed for .. She said
yes!"While, Parineeti said:
"Everything I prayed for .. I
said yes!"--IANS

Babil Khan has a
'perfect plan' for
his birthday:
Work, then time
with mum

Mumbai, May 15 (IANS)
Actor Babil Khan, who made
his debut with Anvita Dutt's
'Qala', is celebrating a work-
ing birthday on Monday.
The actor is currently shoot-
ing for a big project the de-
tails of which are under
wraps.

Talking about his birth-
day plans, Babil said: "My
work truly makes me happy
and a working birthday
sounds like a perfect plan
for me. I'll also end up
spending some time with
Maa when I wrap work for
the day, I couldn't have
asked for more."

The songs of 'Qala',
which starred Babil as a fine
singing talent, went crazy
viral on the Internet inspir-
ing several reels and memes.
The actor aims to repeat the
magic with his upcoming
films in the pipeline.

He further mentioned: "I
am eagerly waiting for the
release of the film I am pres-
ently involved in.

When Homi Adajania fired Deepak
Dobriyal from 'Saas Bahu aur Flamingo'

Mumbai, May 15 (IANS)
Actor Deepak Dobriyal may
be a stellar performer but he
was dropped from a role in
the recently released
streaming series 'Saas Bahu
aur Flamingo' which tells
the story of a drug empire
run by women with a pow-
erful matriarch at the helm
of affairs.

In the series, Deepak
plays the role of Monk,
deadly opponent to Dimple
Kapadia's character of a
drug lord. However, Deepak
was considered for some
other role by director Homi
Adajania, who later decided
to cast him as the anti-hero

nemesis to the protagonist.
Elaborating on the

same, Homi said: "I had ac-
tually initially cast Deepak
Dobriyal as Proshun - the
policeman. He was ex-
tremely excited about it, we
had just finished 'Angrezi
Medium' and we were look-
ing forward to collaborating
again.

I remember him leaving
the office and sending me
messages asking more
questions about Proshun's
character and at that point I
had been thinking about it
myself."

He further mentioned:
"This policeman was sup-

posed to be quirky, with a
certain fearlessness. I found
it to be fun with Deepak, he
was definitely more quirky
than anything else. About a
week down, I realised that
I'm again, giving Deepak
Dobriyal, a quirky character,
which is just historically he's
always been playing them.
Considering his range and
what he's capable of, I
thought, why not make him
the nemesis of Savitri, or let
him play the anti-hero or the
villain?"

Revealing how Deepak
Dobriyal got the part of
Monk, Homi Adajania added
that he had not really seen
Deepak play a character like
the Monk. So he called him
up and told him that he is
not doing the cop's role any-
more.

"In utter shock, he asked
me if he was fired from the
series. That's when I told him
that I want him to play the
anti-hero role. I spoke to him
about the character and
how it's a pivotal role. For me
to find a guy who could play
something he's not played
before, was quite exciting. --

Big B takes bike ride with
stranger to reach set on time

Mumbai, May 15 (IANS)
Ditching the luxury of his ex-
pensive cars, megastar
Amitabh Bachchan took a
lift from a stranger, whom he

fondly called his "ride
buddy", to reach his work
location on time.

Amitabh took to
Instagram, where he shared
a picture of himself riding

pillion as an elderly gentle-
man can be seen riding a
Harley Davidson.

"Thank you for the ride
buddy .. don't know you ..
but you obliged and got
me on time to location of
work .. faster and in avoid-
ance of the unsolvable
traffic jams .. thank you
capped, shorts and yel-
lowed T - shirt owner," he
wrote as the caption.

On the film front,
Amitabh will be seen in
Project K, which also stars

Prabhas and Deepika
Padukone. The film is di-
rected by Nag Ashwin.

He will also be seen in
the courtroom drama 'Sec-
tion 84' by Ribhu Dasgupta.-
-IANS

Anna Kendrick wanted to tell a story about toxic,
abusive relationship with 'Alice, Darling'

Mumbai, May 15 (IANS)
Actress Anna Kendrick, who
plays the role of a psycho-
logically abused girlfriend in
the thriller film 'Alice, Dar-
ling', has shared that it was

important to bring this story
to light and to light so that
she could tell a story of a
toxic, abusive relationship.

The film, which stars

Anna in a titular role along-
side Charlie Carrick,
Kaniehtiio Horn and Wunmi
Mosaku, follows Alice,
through an abusive relation-
ship where she's forced to

see her boyfriend
for who he really
is.

The film
touches upon the
issue of emo-
tional abuse and
domestic vio-
lence, and is a rev-
elation on the
masked and hid-
den issues of the
society.

Sharing what
drew her to the
film, the actress

said: "There was something
about Alana's writing that
felt so poetic and restrained.
I was really interested in tell-
ing a story about a toxic,

abusive relationship that
didn't look the way that it's
always kind of been por-
trayed in movies. And the
way that Alana wrote this
woman's inner turmoil, and
the subtle, but very reward-
ing journey that she goes
on, very much intrigued
me."Talking about abuse,
Anna further added, "I feel
like everybody's been
touched by this kind of con-
fusing, very insidious abuse,
whether it's happened to
you or a friend of yours,
you've seen someone in
your life start to shrink and
start to look and feel suffo-
cated, and you're not sure
what's going on. It's this very
unsettling feeling, you don't
know what you can say, how
you can help."The film will
be available to stream on
Lionsgate Play in India on
May 26.--IANS
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198 fishermen released from Pakistan arrive in
Gujarat’s Vadodara, welcomed by agriculture minister
Of the 198 fishermen released by Pakistan, 184
are from Gujarat, five from Maharashtra, four
from the Union Territory of Diu, three from
Andhra Pradesh, and two are from Uttar Pradesh.

RajkotThe first batch of
198 fishermen, who were re-
leased from Pakistan jail last
Thursday, arrived at the
Vadodara railway station in
Gujarat early Monday and
were received by state Agri-
culture Minister Raghavji
Patel and other local leaders
of the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

The fishermen were
handed over to Indian au-
thorities at Wagah border
near Amritsar in Punjab on
Friday.The fishermen ar-

rived at Vadodara on board
the Amritsar-Kochuveli Ex-
press train from Amritsar in
Punjab at around 5 am on
Monday. As they de-
boarded the two train
coaches especially booked
for them, the fishermen
were garlanded by Patel, lo-
cal BJP MLA Keyur Rokadia,
BJP leader Vijay Shah,
Vadodara Collector Atul Gor,
and fisheries commissioner
Nitin Sangwan among
others.The train was origi-
nally scheduled to arrive in

Vadodara at 1 am on Mon-
day. However, it was running
four hours late and reached
Vadodara at around 5 am,” a
fisheries department official
said, adding, “The agricul-
ture minister had reached
Vadodara on Sunday
evening itself to welcome
the fishermen.”

“Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, Agricul-
ture Minister Raghavji Patel,
and Union Minister
Parsottam Rupala were in
constant touch with the
Central Government for se-
curing the release of
Gujarati fishermen,” an offi-
cial release from the Gujarat
government said.Of the 198
fishermen released by Paki-
stan, 184 are from Gujarat,

five from Maharashtra, four
from the Union Territory of
Diu, three from Andhra
Pradesh, and two are from
Uttar Pradesh. Of the 184
Gujarat fishermen, 152 are
from the Gir Somnath dis-
trict, 22 from the Devbhumi
Dwarka district, five from
the Porandar and one each
from Jamnagar, Junagadh,
Kutch, Valsad, and Navsari,
the government release
said.

Originally, 199 fisher-
men and a civilian prisoner
were to be released from
the Landi jail in Karachi, Pa-
kistan on May 11. However,
the civilian prisoner and the
fisherman, from Gujarat, had
died on May 6 and May 8
respectively.

Know Your City: Ahmedabad’s
iconic Sardar Patel Bhavan

 AhmedabadOn the
busy road connecting
Ellisbridge and Astodia in
old Ahmedabad, an ochre
coloured multi-arched
building named after Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel stands tall.

On the busy road con-
necting Ellisbridge and
Astodia in old Ahmedabad,
an ochre coloured multi-
arched building named af-
ter Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
stands tall.Built in 1885, it
was first called ‘Ripon Build-
ing’ and housed the munici-
pality offices. Even as the
city grew from a population
of 11.5 lakh in 1960 to a
population of nearly 50 lakh
by 2000, the building con-
tinued to function as its
nerve centre till 2010, with
almost the similar number
of departments as there are
now.As the road outside it

gets busier, one can feel the
building vibrate, according
to Director of the
Ahmedabad Heritage De-
partment Ashish
Trambadia.“Definitely there
was a road built and vehicles
used to move outside. But,
the movement was not so
heavy. Now, given the heavy
traffic movement just out-
side the road, and the steel
structure of the building,
one can feel ‘vibrations’
while sitting in the office,”
says Trambadia.The first
president of the municipal-
ity installed by the erstwhile
British government was
Ranchhodlal Chhotalal, who
also founded Ahmedabad’s
first textile mill. While Rao
Bahadur Bhaishankar
Nanabhai became the first
elected president of the
municipality in 1915.

Leopard Mauls 2-Yr-Old
Boy To Death In Amreli

Amreli:
A two-year-old boy was

mauled to death by a leop-
ard in Gujarat’s Amreli dis-
trict, a forest official said on
Sunday.

This is the third incident
in one week of children be-
ing attacked by felines in
Amreli.

The latest incident took
place late Saturday night
when the toddler was sleep-
ing with his family members
in a hut at Katar village un-
der Rajula range forest.

 The leopard caught the
boy by his neck and
dragged him away to the
nearby bushes. When the
child’s family members
raised an alarm, the feline
dropped the boy and es-
caped, the official said.

The child, who received
severe neck injuries, was
rushed to a government
hospital in the nearby
Mahuva town where doc-
tors declared him dead, he
said. The forest department
has set up cages in the area
to nab the man-eater leop-
ard and shift it away from
human settlement, the offi-
cial said. Last Monday, a
three-year-old boy was
killed after being attacked
by a leopard at Karjala vil-
lage in Savarkundla taluka
of the district. On Tuesday, a
five-month-old boy was
mauled to death by a lion-
ess when he was sleeping
with his family in an open
area near Khara village in
Liliya taluka of Amreli, offi-
cials earlier said. PTI

181 Helpline Helps Women Get Salaries

 AhmedabadThe 181
Abhayam women’s helpline
intervened on behalf of two
women to get their salaries
released from their errant
employers.

On May 12, a teacher at
a private school in Vastrapur
called the helpline com-
plaining about the school
not releasing six months of
her pending salary.

The woman, who is the
sole breadwinner of the
family, said she had worked
at the school for the last 3

Two Women Called Up The Helpline After Their
Employers Refused To Pay Their Pending Salary

years and was being ha-
rassed by her employer for
the last six months. Further,
she said she was terminated
from her job and harassed
by other employees and her
boss.

The Abhayam team
spoke to the head of the in-
stitution who admitted that
the victim’s six months pay
was pending. The team
made sure that the entire
pending arrears were re-
leased to the woman on the
spot.

Similarly, on May 10, the
helpline received a call from
a woman who worked at a
marketing company located

in a mall in Thaltej. She said
she had worked there for a
month but had not received
her pay. The Abhayam offi-
cials found that the victim
had generated the most
number of leads as part of
the marketing team in the
last month, and yet, her
manager had sent her an
email asking her to resign
and had not paid her for her
work.The team explained to
the manager who was on
duty that withholding the
remuneration of an em-
ployee was an offence pun-
ishable under labour laws.
As the manager responsible
for the termination of the
victim’s employment was
not present, the other man-
ager consulted the com-
pany management and re-
leased the woman’s salary.

Ahmedabad Hottest
In Gujarat At 45°C
 AhmedabadYellow

Alert For Tuesday,
Wednesday; Temp To
Fall In Second Half Of
The WeekEven as most
residents remained
cloistered in their
homes on Sunday,
which was a very good
choice considering that
at 45°C Ahmedabad was
the hottest city in the
state.

However, there is
more heat in store for
Amdavadis, with the In-
dian Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) predict-
ing an Orange Alert for
Monday as maximum
temperature is likely to
touch 44°C.

It has declared a yel-
low alert for Tuesday

and Wednesday. How-
ever, in the second half of
the week, temperatures
are set to fall.The IMD re-
port on Sunday said, “Dis-
comfort conditions due
to high temperatures in
the range of 42°C to 44°C
over interior parts of
Gujarat region and
Saurashtra-Kutch and
also hot and humid air
over coastal areas of
Saurashtra-Kutch and
South Gujarat region are
very likely to prevail dur-
ing next 48 hours.”

The city’s tempera-
ture at 45°C was 3 de-
grees above normal,
while the minimum of
28°C on Sunday night
was also 1 degree above
normal.

Toronto Trauma Shocks State
 AhmedabadSidsar vil-

lage in Bhavnagar was in
shock on Sunday as the
body of a 22-year-old stu-
dent, Ayush Dakra, arrived
from Toronto, Canada. A stu-
dent of York University in
Toronto, Ayush was found
dead under mysterious cir-
cumstances. Amidst this
heart-wrenching tragedy, it
was the mother of the de-
ceased who displayed un-
imaginable strength by giv-
ing shoulder to her son’s last
journey to the crematorium,
a heartrending act made
even more poignant as it
coincided with Mother’s
Day.Ramesh Dakhra, the fa-
ther of the student and
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) serving in
Palanpur, who flew to
Toronto to bring back his
son’s body, remained stoic
and silent. The tears stream-
ing down the mother’s face
echoed questions that

haunted her soul - how did
her beloved son meet his
tragic end while pursuing
his studies at York University
in Canada?

Naran Dakhra, Ayush’s
uncle, shared their family’s
ordeal, stating, “As Ayush
was unresponsive to our
calls, we reached out to his
friends and urged them to
file a missing persons re-
port. Yet, after nine atainty,
his body was found by au-
thorities there. The void left
by his demise will never be
filled.”Ayush’s death under
mysterious circumstances is
not an isolated case. On
April 18 of this year, another
student, Harsh Patel, aged
26 and hailing from
Ahmedabad, studying at
the same institution, met a
similar fate. Both were dis-
covered dead after going
missing, with their cell
phones nowhere to be
found.

Rajkot’s Fun Street resumes after
three-year Covid-induced gap

After remaining sus-
pended for about three
years due to the Covid-19
pandemic, Fun Street, a
weekly fun fair organised
jointly by the Mission Smart
City Trust (MSCT) and the

Rajkot Municipal Corpora-
tion (RMC), resumed at Race
Course in Rajkot Sunday.

More than 2,000 chil-
dren and their parents par-
ticipated in the fair Sunday,
said organisers.“The re-

sponse was very encourag-
ing. Over 2,000 children and
their family members par-
ticipated in the Fun Street
on Sunday,” Jitu Gotecha,
MSCT chairman, told The In-
dian Express.MSCT is a
Rajkot-based non-govern-
mental organisation that
has been organising Fun
Street every Sunday with
the help of RMC since
2015.With RMC, MSCT is also
trying to create a unique
identity of the city by paint-
ing murals on city walls
through its project
Chitranagari.

Amrita Rao, RJ Anmol reveal they
spent only Rs 1.5L on their wedding

Mumbai, May 15 (IANS) Actress Amrita Rao, who
has starred in films such as 'Main Hoon Na', 'Ishq Vishk',
'Jolly LLB' and 'Thakeray' along with her husband RJ
Anmol, shared a shocking detail about their wedding.

On the "anniversary special" episode of Couple Of
Things' - Yehi Woh Jagah Hai, the duo took their fans
on a nostalgic journey from Mumbai all the way to
Pune city, where they had secretly tied the knot at a
famous Iskcon Temple in Katraj, nine years ago.

The couple disclosed that they spent only Rs
1,50,000 on their wedding, which included their wed-
ding outfits, venue, travel cost and other expenses.

The 'Vivaah' actress particularly insisted that she
and Anmol did not want to wear designer clothes for
their special occasion and rather settled for very tra-
ditional & elegant ensembles costing only Rs 3,000
each. The wedding venue was arranged at a cost of
just Rs 11,000.Amrita Rao shared, "We always believed
that weddings should be about love, not about show-
ing off wealth and ostentation. We wanted our wed-
ding to be a beautiful, intimate affair with just our
immediate families & close friends, and we're glad we
were able to achieve that without spending a fortune."

RJ Anmol added, "Our wedding was a reflection
of our personalities, and we wanted to keep it humble.
We would be happy if this inspires people to opt for
budget-friendly weddings too."

Teenager held on murder charge
in Delhi

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) A teenager was arrested
for stabbing a 35-year-old man to death in Delhi's
Farsh Bazaar area, a Delhi Police official on Monday.

The accused was identified as Karan (18), a resi-
dent of Delhi who was planning to flee to Mumbai
after committing the crime.

According to police, on May 6, at 11.56 p.m., a PCR
call was received that one Rahul, a resident of
Vishwash Nagar, suffered multiple stab injuries in a
quarrel and succumbed to injuries in a hospital.

"During investigation, CCTV footage was found in
which accused Karan was seen stabbing the deceased
multiple times," said Rohit Meena, the Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Shahdara).

Further, the police team tasked with the probe
came to know that the accused was not carrying any
phone, or any account details and his parents also did
not know about his whereabouts.

"The case was becoming difficult to crack as the
accused whereabouts were unknown after interroga-
tion of more than 42 persons who were his contacts,
CDR, and CCTV analysis. A few days back father of the
accused received a call from an unknown number.
Immediately, he was questioned during which he di-
vulged that his Karan had  called him up saying that
he is going to Mumbai forever and will never return,"
said the DCP.

Gang of carjackers busted in
Delhi, 4 held

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) Delhi Police have appre-
hended four persons, including two juveniles, who
were hiring cars and abandoning the drivers at iso-
lated locations in the national capital before abscond-
ing with the vehicles and the driver's mobile phone, a
top official said on Monday.

The accused were identified as Shamu Chauhan
(18), Arun Kumar (23) and two 16-year-old juveniles,
all residents of Delhi.

On May 11, the IP Estate police station received a
PCR call that a person was found lying injured in Vikas
Marg."A police team was rushed to the spot, where
they found one person lying near Vikas Marg, service
road towards Delhi Secretariat. The injured was shifted
to LNJP hospital for treatment," said Sanjay Kumar
Sain, the Deputy Commissioner of Police (Central).

The victim identified as Umesh Kumar (45), a resi-
dent of Indirapuram, Uttar Pradesh, told the police that
two boys had hired his taxi, a Maruti Ertiga, from New
Ashok Nagar to ITO."On reaching ITO, they asked to
stop the vehicle (Ertiga) and suddenly one of the boys
who was sitting on the rear seat caught hold of him
from back with the help of a belt, and another at-
tacked his face with a knife. After robbing him of his
mobile and purse, they pushed him on the roadside
and escaped with his vehicle," said the official.

Fashion show for special kids
hosted at Lucknow's at Lulu Mall

Lucknow, May 15 (IANS) A fashion show for spe-
cial children was organised here at the Lulu Mall to
mark the conclusion of the Lulu Fashion Week.

Specially-able children won accolades as they
walked the ramp, displayed several well-known
brands. Special children also surprised everyone with
their talent in the event.

The students of NIFT, Rae Bareilly also participated
in the Lulu Fashion Show and added glamour to the
show by showcasing their talent.Along with this, the
students of JD Institute of Fashion Lucknow also par-
ticipated in the Fashion Week event a success.The
event was also attended by Femina Miss India 2016
Pankhuri Gidwani who was awarded the Style Icon of
the Year. The style icon male award went to Gaurav
Prakash, a local businessman.

Fadnavis sends 'wish-list of names'
for Mumbai infra-projects to CM

Mumbai, May 15 (IANS) Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has written to Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde demanding that various critical infra-
structure projects coming up in Mumbai be 'named'
after top icons.

In his letter of March 16 -- which was released late
on Sunday -- Fadnavis has mentioned the soon-to-
be-operational Mumbai Coastal Road, the Bandra-
Versova Sea Link, and the Mumbai Trans Harbour Link
projects in his wish-list.Fadnavis has demanded that
the Mumbai Coastal Road project be named after the
historical icon, 'Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj' --
which Shinde has already accepted with an an-
nouncement to the effect.The Deputy CM wants the
northern extension of the existing 5.6 kms long Rajiv
Gandhi Bandra Worli Sea Link -- the upcoming Bandra-
Versova Sea Link to be named after 'Swatantryaveer
Vinayak D. Savarkar' -- and the MTHL liking Mumbai
with the mainland in memory of the late Prime Min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

5-member Maoist group spotted
in Kannur forest areas

Thiruvananthapuram, May 15 (IANS) A five-mem-
ber Maoist group has been spotted in the forest ar-
eas of Kannur in Kerala bordering Karnataka.

The group is believed to be led by popular Maoist
Moideen and also includes a female member.Kerala
Police, which have has started a probe, were informed
that this group had approached a house located in
the forest area of Iritty and had asked for food and
also charged their mobile phones.The operational
areas of the Maoists and their hideouts are in the for-
est areas bordering both Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
and these rebels straying into Kerala is a common
phenomenon.On Monday morning, Kerala Police of-
ficials resumed their search operations in the Iritty
forest areas.The forest areas in the northern Kerala
districts of Kannur, Kozhikode and Wayanad which
border Tamil Nadu and Karnataka are always on the
radar of the police.

Firm chairman, directors ‘unavailable’ at homes
after Gujarat HC rejects anticipatory bail plea
 AhmedabadAmid an

ongoing probe in the dilapi-
dated Hatkeshwar Bridge
case, the bid by Ahmedabad
police to arrest the chair-
man and three directors of
the construction firm linked
to the matter could not suc-
ceed on Saturday.

Chairman Ramesh Patel
and three other directors of
Ajay Engi-Infrastructure Pri-
vate Limited (AEIPL), includ-
ing his two sons Chirag and
Kumar, were “unavailable” at
their homes, officials
said.The developments
come after the Gujarat High
Court rejected their antici-
patory bails this week.AY

Patel, investigating officer,
Khokhra police station, told
the Indian Express on Sun-
day, “As soon as we got to
know about their anticipa-
tory bails being rejected by
the High Court, we again
went to the residence (of
Chairman Ramesh Patel) in
Gandhinagar for arrests, and
they were not available. We
also got to know that they
will (now) approach the Su-
preme Court, requesting
anticipatory bail.”

The third director –
Rasikbhai Patel – was not
present at his Mehsana resi-
dence, cops said.

High Court Justice M R

Mengdey, after hearing the
anticipatory bail pleas at
length on May 10, dismissed
the petitions.

The court underlined
“prima facie involvement of
the applicants in the present
offence”.

The High Court also ob-
served in its order, which
was made public on Satur-
day, the possibility of the
firm colluding with
Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-
poration (AMC) “can’t be de-
nied at this stage”.

 It suggested that the in-
vestigation agency should
take the aspect into consid-
eration.

Days after cumin seeds worth Rs 62 lakh
robbed, 2 held; consignment recovered: Cops

RajkotThree days after a
truck loaded with 135 quin-
tals of cumin seeds (jeera),
worth Rs 62.76 lakh, was al-
legedly robbed near Kutch
district’s Anjar on Wednes-
day, the Special Operations
Group (SOG) of Jamnagar
district police held two
farmers of Jamnagar’s
Masitiya village. The entire
consignment has been re-
covered, police said.

Acting on a tip-off, the
SOG team raided a cottage
on the agricultural farm of
one of the accused, Gafar
Khafi, in Masitiya village and
detained Gafar and Abedin

Khafi. The team recovered
540 bags – each containing
25 kg of cumin seeds –
stacked inside the cottage,
officials said.Police also
seized a car belonging to
Abedin’s friend that was al-
legedly used by the
accused.“We got inputs that
the two accused had re-
ceived a truck-load of jeera
robbed by five men. So, we
conducted a raid on Gafar’s
cottage, detained Gafar and
Abedin on Saturday, and re-
covered the whole consign-
ment,” said Bhavna
Chaudhary, police inspector,
SOG.Gafar and Abedin,

Chaudhary said, were
handed over to Anjar police
station in Kutch where a
case of robbery was regis-
tered on Thursday. “The two
Jamnagar men, who are
farmers, don’t have any
criminal antecedents.

However, two weeks
ago, during a religious event,
the duo met a few robbers
of Kutch who asked them if
they would store rice, edible
oil, and cumin seeds from
the black market.

 The duo agreed. The
men robbed the truck near
Anjar, and sent it to
Masitiya,” Chaudhary fur-
ther said.

Pune corporation starts sending
revised property tax bills as
40% concession continues

PuneAfter the
Maharashtra government
decided to continue with
the 40 per cent property tax
concession for residential
properties in Pune, the mu-
nicipal corporation on Mon-
day started issuing revised
bills, which have to be paid
by July 15 to avail of an ad-
ditional 10 per cent dis-
count in the tax.

The civic administration
has updated around 7 lakh
property tax bills on its
website. “The updating of
property tax bills is going on
and taxes of over half of
them have been updated.
The civic administration will
be also dispatching the hard
copies of the bills to each
property. The owners
should pay their taxes by
July 15 to avail of the ben-
efit of additional 10 per cent
discount for advance pay-
ment while avoiding pen-
alty charges thereafter,” said
Ajeet Deshmukh, in charge
of the property tax
department.The updating

of all the bills will be com-
pleted by May-end and their
hard copies dispatched to
the owners, he said, adding
that alerts would be issued
to owners whose email ad-
dresses and mobile num-
bers are registered with the
Pune Municipal
Corporation.The PMC has
also appealed to the owners
of residential properties
who registered after 2019
and are paying full taxes to
prove their occupancy by
submitting documents to
avail of the 40 per cent con-
cession.

 “If the residential prop-
erties that are registered af-
ter 2019 are proved to be
self-occupied by the owner,
their excess payment in tax
since 2019 will be adjusted
in the next four years
against their property tax,”
Deshmukh said.

The rule applies to resi-
dential properties from the
newly merged 23 villages
that became part of the city
last year, he added.

Concept of contactless warfare has highlighted need for
advanced tech: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

PuneUnion Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
Monday that the concept of
non-kinetic warfare has
highlighted the need for ad-
vanced technology in the
defence sector. He was
speaking at the 12th convo-
cation ceremony of the De-
fence Institute of Advanced
Technology (DIAT ) at
Girinagar in Pune.

The minister said in his
convocation address, “The
dynamics and methods of
warfare are rapidly changing
the world over. In addition to
the perils of traditional war-

fare, we are also facing some
new threats. In addition to
the surface and air domain,
we are facing threats in cyber
and space domains too. The
concept of non-kinetic or
contactless warfare has
highlighted the need for ad-
vanced technology in the
defence sector. Thus, our ad-
versaries having advanced
technologies than us, can be
a cause of concern.”As De-
fence Minister, Rajnath Singh
is the Chancellor of the DIAT,
which is an autonomous
body under the Department
of Defence Research and

Development under the
Ministry of Defence. Singh
conferred degrees to the
graduating students which
included serving officers of
the Armed forces and other
key institutions.The DIAT
conducts various academic
programmes such as PhD,
MTech and Master of Science
(by Research) and many
customised short courses in
defence and related tech-
nologies for officers of the
Army, Navy and the Air Force,
Scientists of the Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and

other establishments of the
Ministry of Defence, govern-
ment agencies as well as ci-
vilian students and engi-
neers working in
industries.Speaking about
self reliance in defence sec-
tor, Singh said, “A vast coun-
try like India, can not be ex-
clusively dependent on im-
ports in any sector. If we only
rely on imports for defence
platforms and equipment, it
will make us dependent on
other countries in defence
sector. This dependence will
be detrimental to our strate-
gic autonomy.

2 minors among 6 injured in
blast after gas leak at Khar
At least six people includ-

ing two minors sustained se-
vere burns in a gas leak-in-
duced blast at Koliwada in
Mumbai’s Khar suburb on
Monday morning.“The gas
leak occurred in one of the
rooms of the residential
building leading to the accu-
mulation of gas. After this,
there was a spark because of
which the accumulated gas
ignited, resulting in a blast,”
said Sanjay Manjrekar, chief
fire officer of the Mumbai Fire

Brigade. He added that had
there been more objects
such as clothes in the room,
the fire would have spread
leading to major
casualties.The six injured
people were rushed to
Bandra’s Bhabha Hospital.
The injured people, four of
whom hail from one family,
have been identified as
Sakhubai Jaiswal (65),
Priyanka Jaiswal (26), Sunil
Jaisawal (29), Pratham
Jaiswal (6), Yasha Chavan (7)
and Nikita Mandalik (26). T

Scrap Recycling and Waste Utilization
Drive  Industrial visits for Circular
Economy Campaign in Jamnagar and
Ahmedabad under AKAM

Ahmedabad, 15 th May 2023: The Ministry of Mines
and Ministry of Steel is celebrating the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav (AKAM) which is the government’s initiative to
celebrate and commemorate 75 years of independence.
To mark the celebration of the AKAM, Material Recycling
Association of India (MRAI) Jawaharlal Nehru Aluminium
Research Development &amp; Design Centre (JNARDDC)
conducted the 3 rd  Scrap Recycling (Ferrous &amp; Non-
Ferrous) and Waste Utilisation Drive and awareness con-
ference on “Sustainable Circular Bharat: Towards Zero
Waste in Metals Processing” on 10 th  May 2023 at Oswal
Centre Banquet Hall, Jamnagar with a participation of
around 400 delegates. Whereas the 4 th Scrap Recycling
(Ferrous &amp; Non-Ferrous) and Waste Utilisation Drive
will be organised on 16th May 2023 from 6.00 p.m. on-
wards at Hotel Hyatt Regency, Ashram Road, Ahmedabad.
Shri Nagendra Nath Sinha, Secretary, Ministry of Mines
will inaugurate this conference. Mr. U C Joshi, Joint Sec-
retary, Ministry of Mines will grace the occasion as our
Guest of Honour for this program. During this program,
there are plant visits at G R Metalloys, Arfin India, MTC
Business, Laxcon, Steels and Electrotherm (India) at
Ahmedabad by invitation only with the participation
from IIT Gandhinagar.
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Israeli tanks shell Hamas posts in
Gaza in response to rocket launch

Jerusalem, May 15 (IANS) Israeli tanks fired shells
into two Hamas posts in the Gaza Strip in response
to a rocket fired at Israel amid a fragile truce after
days of deadly fighting between Israel and the Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) group.

Israeli tanks "struck two military posts belong-
ing to the Hamas organisation in the northern Gaza
Strip," an Israeli military spokesperson said in a state-
ment, adding that the fire was "a response" to a
rocket launched earlier on Sunday evening from the
Gaza Strip.

The rocket exploded in an open field in south-
ern Israel, triggering sirens in communities in the
vicinity of the Gaza Strip. No injuries or damage have
been reported, Xinhua news agency reported.

No group claimed responsibility for the rocket
but a source in the Joint Operations Room of the
armed Palestinian factions in Gaza told Xinhua the
rocket was fired due to a "technical error" and con-
firmed their commitment to the cease-fire.

Cambodia celebrates King's 70th
birthday with fireworks show

Phnom Penh, May 15 (IANS) Fireworks were fired
into the sky over the Tonle Sap river in front of
Cambodia's Royal Palace in the capital  to mark the
70th birthday of Cambodian King Norodom
Sihamoni.

The colourful and eye-catching fireworks were
on display for about 20 minutes on Sunday evening,
Xinhua news agency reported.

Congratulatory messages from the leaders of
the Senate, the National Assembly, and the govern-
ment ministries have been read on television chan-
nels and radios, published on newspapers and
posted on online media.

Quakes up to 5.9 magnitude jolt
Japanese islands

Tokyo, May 15 (IANS) Earthquakes with a prelimi-
nary magnitude of up to 5.9 struck Japanese islands,
including Kozushima, according to the weather
agency.

According to the Japan Meteorological Agency
(JMA) on Sunday, the temblor, measuring 3 on
Japan's seismic intensity scale which peaks at 7, oc-
curred at 5:12 p.m. local time (0812 GMT) at a depth
of 10 km, Xinhua news agency reported.

The temblor's epicentre was located in the ad-
jacent sea of Hachijojima Island at a latitude of 33.4
degrees north and a longitude of 139.3 degrees
east.

Turkish president casts ballot in
elections

Istanbul, May 15 (IANS) Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan cast his vote for twin presidential
and parliamentary elections in a school in Istanbul,
the country's largest city.

Erdogan arrived at the school in the Uskudar
district on Istanbul's Asian side with his wife, Emine
Erdogan, at 11:40 a.m. local time (0840 GMT) on Sun-
day, Xinhua news agency reported.

"According to the information I received from
the Interior Minister, the voting process is going on
without any problems, without incidents," the Presi-
dent told reporters after casting his ballot, adding
voting in Turkey's earthquake zones is also going
on without any difficulty.

Iranian FM lauds progress in
Tehran-IAEA cooperation

Tehran, May 15 (IANS)
Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
said the exchange of del-
egations between Tehran
and the IAEA is continuing
and both sides are "satis-
fied" with the progress be-
ing made in the technical
aspect.

Amir-Abdollahian made
the remarks when com-
menting on the latest devel-
opments in the cooperation
with IAEA in an interview
with the official news
agency IRNA, which was
published on Sunday.

The Minister called on
IAEA to put aside its politi-
cal approach toward Iran
and focus on the technical
aspect of its interaction with
Tehran, saying: "The more
the agency distances from
the political approach and
moves toward technical co-
operation, the opener will
the path be for Iran to

achieve agreements with it."
The Minister noted the

two sides can collaborate
favourably and based on
mutual trust only if there in-
volves no interference from
"certain foreign countries".

Josep Borrell, EU high
representative for foreign
affairs and security policy,
had expressed satisfaction
with the report he received
from the IAEA on coopera-
tion with Iran during his

talks with Amir-Abdollahian
several days ago, according
to the Iranian diplomat.

Amir-Abdollahian said
"positive" reports and
behaviour of the IAEA could
have a positive impact on
the talks to revive the 2015
nuclear deal and remove
the sanctions on Tehran,
Xinhua news agency
reported.IAEA Director Gen-
eral Rafael Grossi paid a two-
day visit to Tehran in early
March. The two sides then
reached an agreement on
further interactions based
on Iran's cooperation and
greater openness to IAEA's
inspections.Iran signed the
nuclear deal, formally
known as the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), with world powers
in July 2015, agreeing to put
some curbs on its nuclear
programme in return for the
removal of the sanctions on
the country.

Greek PM rules out cooperation
with socialists after elections

Athens, May 15 (IANS)
Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis ruled
out the prospect of coop-
eration with the socialist
PASOK-KINAL (Panhellenic
Socialist Movement-Move-
ment for Change) party to
form a coalition govern-
ment after the upcoming
general elections.

"I don't believe that at
this moment there is margin
for any cooperation with
PASOK after the May 21 elec-
tions, even if the numbers
could lead to a government
that would receive the con-
fidence vote from the parlia-
ment," he told a press con-
ference on Sunday.

With one week to go
ahead of the ballot,
Mitsotakis' conservative
New Democracy (ND) party
holds a lead over the main
opposition party SYRIZA-
Progressive Alliance in re-
cent opinion polls, while

PASOK-KINAL ranks third,
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Greece needs a stable
government and due to di-
verging views on crucial is-
sues, an ND-PASOK govern-
ment would not serve the

country's interests,
Mitsotakis said.However, po-
litical analysts estimate that
due to the way the Greek
electoral system works, it
will be difficult to secure a

parliamentary majority in
the first ballot.

If a second round of
elections is required, it will
take place at the beginning
of July at the latest, the
Prime Minister has said.

The second ballot
would be held under a dif-
ferent electoral law, which
provides for extra seats for
the winning party.

The Prime Minister re-
iterated a call to voters to
give his party a strong
mandate to continue its
reformist agenda.

He acknowledged that
many households are still
struggling to make ends
meet due to increased liv-
ing costs and pledged to
further lower taxes and in-

crease wages during his sec-
ond term in office, without
jeopardising fiscal discipline
and the stability and further
growth of economy.

Commenting on the fu-
ture of the Greece-Turkey
relations, he said, in recent
months tensions have
eased.

AU transition mission in Somalia steps up
preparation to withdraw 2K soldiers in June
Mogadishu, May 15

(IANS) The African Union
Transition Mission in Soma-
lia (ATMIS) has said that it
has stepped up prepara-
tions for the withdrawal of
2,000 soldiers by June 30
from Somalia.

Mohammed El-Amine
Souef, special representa-
tive of the Chairperson of
the AU Commission for So-
malia and head of ATMIS,
said on Sunday that a joint
technical committee with
members drawn from ap-
propriate stakeholders, in-
cluding the Somali govern-
ment, the United Nations
Support Office in Somalia,
and ATMIS, have identified
and agreed on the military
bases to be handed over
from ATMIS to the Somali
Security Forces (SSF) or to

be collapsed.
Souef, who was on an

official visit to ATMIS Sector
5 headquarters in Jowhar,
said while ATMIS reduces
the number of soldiers on
the ground, the SSF will in-

crease its numbers to take
over the areas that ATMIS
will hand over, Xinhua news
agency reported.

"The drawdown is in
compliance with UN Secu-
rity Council Resolutions
2628 and 2670 which man-

dates ATMIS to draw down
2000 soldiers by the end of
June and hand over security
in agreed areas to Somali
Security Forces," ATMIS said
in a statement issued in the
Somali capital of
Mogadishu.ATMIS has been
conducting both joint tar-
geted and routine opera-
tions to degrade the terror
group al-Shabaab, which is
engaging the government
forces in near-daily attacks.
The AU mission also pro
emergency relief items to
communities in need and
remote areas.He
emphasised that the draw-
down of 2,000 ATMIS sol-
diers will not impact secu-
rity for key government in-
stallations and major
population centres if the
SSF takes over. --IANS

Turkey's presidential poll goes to likely
runoff with 93% of votes counted

Ankara, May 15 (IANS)
Turkey was heading toward
a likely runoff presidential
election as vote count
showed neither of the can-
didates above the 50-per
cent threshold of the votes
to win outright, according to
preliminary results deliv-
ered by the semi-official
Anadolu Agency early Mon-
day.

Early results of Anadolu
showed incumbent Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan with a comfortable
ahead compared to the Op-
position rival Kemal

Kilicdaroglu, but the gap
was narrowed as more votes
were counted, Xinhua news
agency reported.

Erdogan received 49.67
per cent of the vote when 93
per cent of the ballots were
counted, against 44.59 per
cent of the vote for Opposi-
tion leader Kemal
Kilicdaroglu, the Anadolu
reported. The third candi-
date Sinan Ogan garnered
5.3 per cent of support.

If no presidential candi-
date secured a simple ma-
jority, or 50 per cent, of the
votes in the first round, a

second ballot would be
scheduled between the top
two frontrunners on May
28.As the ballot boxes for
the parliamentary election
were also finishing count-
ing, unofficial results
showed that the People's
Alliance, formed by
Erdogan's ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP),
the Nationalist Movement
Party (MHP), the New Wel-
fare Party and the Great
Union Party, had 323 law-
makers, highest among
three alliances that run for
the 600-seat parliament.

Israeli cities to stage strike over
controversial property tax law
Jerusalem, May 15

(IANS) The Federation of
Local Authorities in Israel
has announced that they
would stage a general
strike on Monday over a
controversial property tax
law promoted by the
government.The planned
law will oblige wealthy lo-
cal authorities to redistrib-
ute the revenues of busi-
ness property taxes to
weaker cities to encour-
age their home
construction.Under the
law, local authorities have
to transfer up to 28 per
cent of their annual prop-
erty tax profit to a new
dedicated fund, Xinhua
news agency
reported.The federation,
which incorporates all

municipalities and local
councils in Israel, said on
Sunday that the planned
law will severely harm the
residents and many sec-
tors, including education,
welfare, and culture.

Following the strike
announcement, Israeli Fi-
nance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich convened a
press conference in which
he said that the planned
law is intended solely to
deal with the national
housing crisis.The strike,
which will begin on Mon-
day morning, includes the
shutdown of schools and
kindergartens, as well as all
municipal services such as
garbage disposal, sewage,
security, welfare, inspec-
tion, and culture services.

Ukraine not attacking
Russian territory: Zelensky

Berlin, May 15 (IANS)
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky, who is
currently on a visit to Ger-
many, said that KIev had no
plans to attack Russian ter-
ritories.

He made the remarks on
Sunday after talks in Berlin
with German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz, reports the BBC.

"We are not attacking
Russian territory," he said,
adding: "We are preparing a
counterattack to de-occupy
the illegitimately conquered
territories," Zelensky added.

On his part, Scholz
vowed to back Ukraine "for
as long as it is necessary",
promising 2.7 billion euros
worth of weapons, which
includes the advanced Ger-
man Leopard tanks and
more anti-aircraft systems.

President Zelensky de-
scribed the new tranche as
"the largest since the begin-
ning of the full-scale aggres-
sion" by Russia in February
2022.Later on Sunday, he

travelled to the western city
of Aachen to receive the
prestigious Charlemagne
Prize awarded this year to
him and the Ukrainian
people.

The honour is given for
efforts to foster European
unity, the BBC reported.

"Ukraine incarnates ev-
erything the European idea
is living for: the courage of
convictions, the fight for val-
ues and freedom, the com-
mitment to peace and
unity," EU Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen said at the award cer-
emony.

Previous winners in-
clude Winston Churchill,
Pope Francis and Bill
Clinton.

Zelensky's remarks
came amid Moscow's con-
tinued accusations that
Ukraine has repeatedly hit-
ting targets inside Russia,
including a reported drone
attack on the Kremlin earlier
this month.

Ecuador's President to
face impeachment trial

Quito, May 15 (IANS) Ec-
uadorian President
Guillermo Lasso will face an
impeachment trial on Tues-
day for alleged embezzle-
ment, Virgilio Saquicela,
president of the National
Assembly, has announced.

According to Saquicela,
the trial will begin at 10 a.m.
in keeping with legislative
regulations after a motion to
hold impeachment pro-
ceedings was approved last
week, reports Xinhua news
agency.

Lasso, a 67-year-old
former banker, is accused by
the opposition of embez-
zling funds through a con-
tract signed between state-
owned oil tanker fleet Flota

Petrolera Ecuatoriana and
the privately-owned com-
pany Amazonas Tanker, for
the rental of vessels to ship
hydrocarbons.The contract
was signed in 2018 and re-
newed in 2020, before Lasso
became president in May
2021.But his opponents
claimed he allowed the
business arrangement to
continue despite knowing it
meant losses for the state.

After the trial, the Na-
tional Assembly must con-
vene another plenary ses-
sion, where lawmakers will
vote for or against Lasso's
impeachment and a pos-
sible ouster from office. The
session could be held as
soon as Saturday.

Opposition leads in Thailand's
general election: Electoral body

Bangkok, May 15 (IANS)
The opposition parties are
leading the general election
of Thailand, showed the un-
official result released by the
electoral body.

According to the live
update on the vote count-
ing released by the
country's Election Commis-
sion on Sunday, nearly 80
per cent of the votes have
been counted by midnight.

The two major opposi-
tion parties, the Move For-
ward Party and the Pheu
Thai Party were almost on
par in the race for the 400
constituency seats in the
House of Representatives or
the lower house of parlia-

ment where they were fore-
casted to capture half of the
seats, Xinhua news agency
reported.

The Move Forward Party,
with wide support among
young voters, emerged
strong in the election and
was leading in the separate
poll to decide the 100 party-
list seats in the house, with
more than 9.9 million votes
ahead of Pheu Thai's 7.8 mil-
lion votes.

Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha's Ruam from
the Thai Sang Chart Party
(United Thai Nation Party) is
projected to take nearly 24
constituency seats but was
ranked third in the party list

poll with more than 3.2 mil-
lion votes.More than 52 mil-
lion Thai citizens were eli-
gible to vote in the election.
Under the two-ballot sys-
tem with one vote for the
400 constituency members
of parliament (MPs) and an-
other for their preferred par
of 500 members to the
House of Representatives.

The Election Commis-
sion is yet to announce the
preliminary allocation of the
100 party-list seats. After the
tally is finished, the official
results are pending verifica-
tion by the Election Com-
mission, which is expected
to be completed within 60
days.

Indian national allegedly shot dead by cop in Uganda: Report
Kampala, May 15 (IANS)

A 39-year-old Indian money
lender has been allegedly
shot dead by a policeman
over a 2.1 million shillings
(Rs 46,000) loan in Kampala,
Ugandan media reports
said.

Police constable Ivan
Wabwire, 30, who has been
arrested, opened fire with an
AK-47 at Uttam Bhandari in-
side Raja Chambers along
Parliamentary Avenue in
Kampala on May 12, accord-
ing to the Kampala Metro-
politan Police.

The Police Flying Squad
Unit and the local police in
Busia arrested Wabwire on
May 14 as he tried to cross

to neighbouring Kenya,
Kampala-based newspaper
Daily Monitor, reported.

According to the police,
Bhandari was the director of
TFS financial services and
Wabwire a client. The two
met and developed a mis-
understanding about the
amount of money the cop
owed to the firm.

Wabwire has reportedly
been servicing two loans
since 2020.

The first loan was de-
ducted directly from his sal-
ary, while the second one
was not, Kampala Metro-
politan police spokesper-
son, Patrick Onyango said.

When he was told the

loan repayment amount on
May 12 for the second loan,
he got incensed and report-
edly started arguing, dis-
missing the figure claiming

that it was inflated.
"One of the workers who

was inside said the officer
first shot at the CCTV cam-
eras inside the office. Every-

body who was inside took
off. We still don't know what
happened thereafter. We
have called our CCTV team
to come and retrieve the

footage and
analyse to see what
h a p p e n e d , "
Onyango told Daily
Monitor.

He added that
after shooting,
Wabwire jumped
on a boda boda
bike and rushed to
Central Police Sta-

tion in Kampala where he
abandoned his murder
weapon, an AK-47, and fled.

Detectives who visited
the gunfire scene in the af-

termath of the shooting re-
covered 13 cartridges.

Police further said that
Wabwire has a history of
mental instability and he
was banned in 2018 from
possessing a firearm for six
years after being admitted
to a hospital twice over the
mental breakdown.

Wabwire, who is now
being held at Busia police
station in eastern Uganda,
stole the gun from a fellow
policeman and roommate,
Steven Mulambo, also in
police custody.

Bhandari's body has
been kept at Mulago city
mortuary as investigations
continue.

Australian industry releases carbon
roadmap for net zero future

Canberra, May 15
(IANS) Australia's oil and
gas industry has released
a roadmap for a net zero
emissions future, an offi-
cial report revealed on
Monday.

The Australian Petro-
leum Production and Ex-
ploration Association
(APPEA) published the re-
port that proposed creat-
ing nine Net Zero Zones
across Australia to bring
gas, renewable energy
and hydrogen production
together with manufac-
turing, refineries and new
industries, reports Xinhua
news agency.

Under the plan, the
zones would be estab-
lished with shared infra-

structure for gas,
renewables, carbon capture
utilization and storage
(CCUS) and hydrogen pro-
duction, aiming to boost the
net zero economy transfor-
mation.

According to the APPEA,
the zones could cover 79 per
cent of Australia's 215 heavi-
est-polluting facilities that
are required to cut their
emissions through to 2030
under the government's
safeguard mechanism
scheme.

Samantha McCulloch,
chief executive of APPEA,
said the zones would help
accelerate Australia's push
to net zero."In a way, it's like
carpooling carbon emis-
sions by working together

to help achieve net zero in
the fastest and most cost-
efficient way for the
economy," she said in a
statement.She said the
zones could become mag-
nets for regional invest-
ment and provide a frame-
work for different indus-
tries to work together to
speed up the path to net
zero, reduce costs and cre-
ate and protect jobs in
manufacturing, mineral
processing and industry.

Earlier in May, the Aus-
tralian government an-
nounced it would estab-
lish a new national net
zero authority to oversee
the transition and ensure
that no workers or com-
munities are left behind.

HIROSHIMA, People holding banners protest against the upcoming Group of Seven (G7) summit at the
site of the atomic bombing near the Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima, Japan, May 14, 2023. Hundreds of
Japanese citizens took to the streets in the Japanese city of Hiroshima over the weekend to protest against
the upcoming Group of Seven (G7) summit.TO GO WITH "Japanese civic groups protest against upcoming
G7 summit in Hiroshima" UNI

TIRANA, A man casts his ballot during the local elections at a polling station
in Tirana, capital of Albania, on May 14, 2023. Local elections were held in Alba-
nia on Sunday to elect mayors and councils for the country's 61 municipalities.
The competition was ongoing between the ruling Socialist Party of Albania led
by Prime Minister Edi Rama and the Together We Win coalition. UNI
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Antibiotics, western diet raise
inflammatory bowel disease risk in kids

Sydney, May 15 (IANS)
Children and adolescents
face greater risk of inflam-
matory bowel disease (IBD)
when exposed to antibiotics
or a western diet at early
ages, according to research-
ers, including one of Indian
origin.

A meta-analysis of 36
observational studies repre-
senting approximately 6.4
million children showed
that any exposure to antibi-
otics before age five was
linked to a three times
greater risk of paediatric IBD,
and exposure to four or
more courses of antibiotics
to a 3.5 times greater risk.

"Paediatric IBD cases are
rising globally, and approxi-
mately one in four of all IBD
cases are now diagnosed
before age 21," said Nisha
Thacker, the study's lead au-
thor and a gastrointestinal
dietitian at The University of
Newcastle in Australia.

A unique concern about
paediatric IBD is the impact
that the inflammation has
on a child's growth and the

progression of puberty, so
parents should be aware of
this condition and the modi-
fiable factors that influence
it.

Further, lower socioeco-
nomic status was associated
with a 65 per cent lower risk
of childhood IBD. Greater

consumption of vegetables
was also protective, as was
having two or more siblings,
and being exposed to pets
during childhood.

The findings, presented
at the Digestive Disease
Week (DDW) 2023, showed
that exposure to animals
and having only one toilet
are protective of IBD. It indi-
cates that excessive hygiene
can reduce microbes in the
environment and interfere
with development of a ro-

bust microbiome, Thacker
said.Basic hygiene is recom-
mended but allowing chil-
dren to play outdoors and
interact with pets in a safe
environment appears to be
beneficial for developing a
strong immune system.

"Many of these factors
can impact our gut
microbiota and may have a
particularly strong effect in
a child," Thacker said. "A
Western diet, high in sugars
and ultra-processed foods
and low in vegetables, is a
prime example."Another
risk factor is early exposure
to secondhand smoke,
which doubled the risk of
IBD in childrenThacker ad-
vised families with young
children to emphasise a diet
rich in vegetables and mini-
mally processed whole
foods, use antibiotics cau-
tiously in early childhood,
consider adopting a pet,
prevent secondhand
smoke exposure and avoid
excessive worry about hy-
giene, especially in high in-
come countries.

This robot with artificial memory
may help find objects you've lost

Toronto, May 15 (IANS)
People often tend to forget
where they've kept their
phones or glasses. Now re-
searchers have developed a
novel robot programmed
with artificial memory that
can help find the lost ob-
jects.

According to the team
from the University of Wa-
terloo in Canada, the robot
may particularly help
people with dementia.

"The long-term impact
of this is really exciting,"
said Dr. Ali Ayub, a
postdoctoral researcher in
electrical and computer
engineering at the varsity.

"A user can be involved
not just with a companion
robot but a personalised
companion robot that can
give them more indepen-
dence," he added.

Ayub and three col-
leagues were struck by the
rapidly rising number of
people coping with de-
mentia, a condition that re-
stricts brain function, caus-

ing confusion, memory loss
and disability.

Many of these individu-
als repeatedly forget the lo-
cation of everyday objects,
which diminishes their
quality of life and places ad-
ditional burdens on
caregivers.

Engineers believed a
companion robot with an
episodic memory of its own
could be a game-changer
in such situations. And they
succeeded in using artificial
intelligence to create a new
kind of artificial memory.

The research team be-
gan with a Fetch mobile
manipulator robot, which
has a camera for perceiving
the world around it.

Next, using an object-
detection algorithm, they
programmed the robot to
detect, track and keep a
memory log of specific ob-
jects in its camera view
through stored video.

With the robot capable
of distinguishing one ob-
ject from another, it can

record the time and date
objects enter or leave its
view.

Researchers then devel-
oped a graphical interface
to enable users to choose
objects they want to be
tracked and, after typing
the objects' names, search
for them on a smartphone
app or computer.

Once that happens, the
robot can indicate when
and where it last observed
the specific object.

Tests have shown the
system is highly accurate.
And while some individuals
with dementia might find
the technology daunting,
Ayub said caregivers could
readily use it.

Moving forward, re-
searchers will conduct user
studies with people with-
out disabilities, then people
with dementia.

The study was pre-
sented at the recent 2023
ACM/IEEE International
Conference on Human-Ro-
bot Interaction.--IANS

WhatsApp introduces new
group calling feature in macOS

San Francisco, May 15
(IANS) Meta-owned
WhatsApp is reportedly
rolling out a new group
calling feature on macOS
devices, which will allow
users to make group calls
with a selected number of
participants.

Earlier, it was not pos-
sible to start a group call
as the button was either
disabled or not function-
ing on macOS, according
to WABetaInfo.

However, in the latest
update of the WhatsApp
beta, the call buttons (au-
dio and video) are finally
available, and users can
now start a group call.

Moreover, the report
said that the new feature
will also allow users to cre-
ate a new group call with
people that aren't in the
same group.

Just open the calls tab
and tap the create call but-
ton.

In this section of the
app, users can create a

new group call by select-
ing the people they want
to add to the call.

The report also men-
tioned that users will be
able to select up to seven
people in this section, but
up to 32 people can join
group audio calls later.

According to the re-
port, the feature to place
group calls within groups,
along with all other im-
provements, is available to
some beta testers.

Meanwhile, WhatsApp
is reportedly working on a
broadcast channel con-
versation on Android, in-
cluding 12 new features.

The features include a
full-width messaging in-
terface in the conversa-
tion, verification status,
number of followers, mute
notification button,
handles, real followers
count, shortcuts, channel
description, mute notifica-
tion toggle, visibility sta-
tus, privacy, and reporting.

--IANS

IPL 2023: Dew made a big difference in second innings,
says Dhoni after Chennai's six-wicket loss to Kolkata
Chennai, May 15 (IANS)

After Chennai Super Kings
lost to Kolkata Knight Riders
by six wickets at M.A.
Chidambaram Stadium on
Sunday, skipper M.S. Dhoni
said dew made a big differ-
ence in trying to defend
144/6.

Chennai had a chance to
seal their place in the Play-
offs at home as Deepak
Chahar took three wickets in
Power-play. But Nitish Rana
and Rinku Singh had other
ideas by stitching a 99-run
partnership off 76 balls for
the fourth wicket to take
Kolkata home in a chase of
145 with nine balls to spare.

"The minute we bowled
the first ball in the second
innings, we knew we
needed 180. But there was
no way we could have got
180 on that pitch. The dew
made a big difference in the
second innings. We can't re-
ally blame any of our
bowlers."

"Just that the conditions
had a big impact on the
game. Very happy with what
Shivam has done, but im-
portant that he is not satis-
fied and keeps improving.
Chahar swings the ball, he
knows what fields to take,
and he bowls accordingly,"

he said after the game
ended.While Rana was un-
beaten on 57 off 44 balls,
Rinku was impressive in
scoring 54 off 43 balls as the
duo also achieved the dis-
tinction of stitching the
highest-ever stand for the
fourth wicket partnership
against Chennai at
Chepauk.

"Said at the toss that if all
3 departments do well, our
chances are good. Have to
give credit to Chandu sir
(coach Chandrakant Pandit)
for this -- I wasn't in favour
of taking heavy roller but he
insisted to go for it. I feared
the pitch might break up.
But that didn't happen and
the ball didn't turn much.
Every team has a home ad-
vantage except KKR," added
Rana.Rinku, who got the

Player of the Match Award
for being the aggressor to
dominate Chennai's spin-
ners, said the plan was to
make the most out of bad
deliveries.

"Lost some wickets early.
When I went in, Nitish
bhaiyya said it's a tough
wicket. Will knock it around
for singles and capitalise on
loose balls. I bat in the same
position in domestic cricket
and play the same way. I eat
well and have always had
the power. A lot of hard work
behind it."

The win also means that
Kolkata are still alive in the
race to Playoffs, while
Chennai, still in second
place, need a victory in their
last league match against
Delhi Capitals on May 20 to
get a spot in the last four.

More injury concerns for England
ahead of Ireland, Ashes Tests

Dubai, May 15 (IANS)
England's fast bowling
stocks continue to dwindle
with news that veteran
pacer James Anderson
picked up a groin strain
while playing in the County
Championship for
Lancashire.

As per ICC report, Ander-
son picked up the injury
while bowling on the open-
ing day of Lancashire's
County clash against
Somerset in Manchester
and the 40-year-old didn't
take the field over the final
three days of the contest
that ended tamely in a draw
on Sunday.

Whether Anderson re-
covers in time to feature in
the one-off Test against Ire-
land at Lord's next month
remains to be seen, while
England will be hoping the

durable right-armer is fit to
play in the eagerly-awaited
Ashes series against Austra-
lia that commences on June
16.

Hectic upcoming sched-
ule leaves Ireland with
plenty to play

The England Cricket
Board released a statement
on Sunday confirming
Anderson's injury and said
the veteran will be moni-
tored closely ahead of the
hectic upcoming Test
schedule.

"Lancashire and En-
gland seamer James Ander-
son has sustained a mild
strain to his right groin dur-
ing Lancashire's LV- Insur-
ance County Championship
Division One match against
Somerset at Emirates Old
Trafford," the statement
read.

All our hard-work paid off, says
Hockey Haryana coach after winning
13th Sub-Jr Women National

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) Hockey Haryana were
crowned Champions of the 13th Hockey India Sub
Junior Women National 2023 after they defeated
Hockey Jharkhand 3-2 in the final of the 11-day tour-
nament which was held at the Birsa Munda Hockey
Stadium in Rourkela, Odisha.

Notably, Hockey Haryana came from behind
twice to defeat Hockey Jharkhand in a thrilling en-
counter. After Sangita Kumari (7') and Ankita Minz
(27') netted a goal each to put Hockey Jharkhand in
front, Bhavya (25', 58') equalised and then won the
game for Hockey Haryana. Meenakshi (36') also
scored a crucial goal for the Champions.

With the win, Hockey Haryana not only success-
fully defended their title but also remained un-
beaten in the tournament. Speaking on their suc-
cessful campaign, Hockey Haryana's Coach Azad
Singh Malik said, "We are elated to defend the title.
Despite trailing twice in the summit clash against a
strong team like Hockey Jharkhand, we didn't lose
our confidence, stuck to our plan, and backed our
skills to make a comeback and win the game. More-
over, we remained unbeaten in the tournament
which definitely is a testament to the persistence
and perseverance of this squad."

MSD has given enough hints
that this is his last IPL, says
Mohammed Kaif

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) Kolkata Knight Riders
blanked Chennai Super Kings by 6 wickets and
spoiled the CSK fans' party in the last home game
of the MS Dhoni-led side in the league stages.

The loss also stalled CSK's playoffs qualification
chances as they'll now have to win their final game
against DC to book a berth for the knockout stages.

However, while taking the lap around their
Anbuden after their final home game in IPL 2023,
former India cricketer Sunil Gavaskar took Dhoni's
autograph on his shirt.

It was a moment to behold for all cricket fans
and it even triggered the debate if MSD has hinted
about his IPL future.

Former India cricketer Mohammed Kaif believes
the four-time IPL winning captain Dhoni has given
enough hints that it will be his last season as a player.

Pogba injured, Juve see off
Cremonese

Rome, May 15 (IANS) Juventus secured their
third consecutive Serie A win by dominating relega-
tion battlers Cremonese 2-0, but the victory was
overshadowed by Paul Pogba's recurring injury.

Following a 1-1 draw with Sevilla in the first leg
of the Europa League semifinals, Juve entered the
Allianz Stadium in new kits. Pogba started for the
first time this season, as the Frenchman had been
struggling with a lingering injury since his return,
reports Xinhua. However, the No. 10 was dealt a blow
as he limped off just 21 minutes into the game, mak-
ing way for Arkadiusz Milik.

The home side controlled the game but couldn't
break through the defense until the 55th minute
when Federico Chiesa assisted Nicolo Fagioli to
score. Later, Bremer headed in a goal to seal the win.

With the victory, Juve still rank second with 66
points, three points ahead of Inter Milan.

Hockey India names 24-member national
men's squad for FIH Hockey Pro League
New Delhi, May 15

(IANS) Hockey India on
Monday named a strong 24-
member Indian Men's
Hockey Team for the next
leg of the FIH Hockey Pro
League in Europe starting
May 26.

In their previous outing
in the prestigious League
matches at home, India re-
mained unbeaten against
reigning World
Champions Germany
and Australia which
helped them top the
points table. In Eu-
rope, they will hope
to continue their
winning momentum
as they take on the
formidable Belgium
and Great Britain in
London followed by
matches against the
Netherlands and Argentina
in Eindhoven, the Nether-
lands.

This will be the team's
first outing under newly-ap-
pointed Chief Coach Craig
Fulton while the team will
continue to be led by ace
dragflicker and defender
Harmanpreet Singh and
Vice Captained by the pro-
lific midfielder Hardik Singh.

The team features goal-
keepers Krishan Bahadur

Pathak. He returns to the
squad after missing the
home matches due to his
wedding. He will be joined
by PR Sreejesh in the
goalpost while defenders
list includes five penalty cor-
ner specialists in
Harmanpreet Singh, Amit
Rohidas, Jarmanpreet Singh,
Sanjay and Mandeep Mor.

Manpreet Singh who

was the cynosure of India's
midfield will be seen in a
new role, playing in India's
backline along with Sumit
and Gurinder Singh have
also been named in the
backline.

The midfield will be led
by Vice Captain Hardik
Singh along with Dilpreet
Singh, Moirangthem
Rabichandra Singh,
Shamsher Singh,
Akashdeep Singh and Vivek

Sagar Prasad. India's forward
line sees the return of
Simranjeet Singh who last
played for India at the Asia
Cup Jakarta but had to re-
turn home midway due to
injury issues. He will be
joined by a good mix of ex-
perienced and young set of
strikers like Abhishek, Lalit
Kumar Upadhyay, S Karthi,
Gurjant Singh, Sukhjeet

Singh, Raj Kumar
Pal and Mandeep
Singh.

S p e a k i n g
about the team se-
lection, Chief
Coach Craig Fulton
said, "I am pleased
with the team we
have selected for
the upcoming Pro
League tourna-
ment against Bel-

gium, Holland, Great Britain
and Argentina. Our current
world ranking of 4th reflects
the team's hard work and
dedication post the World
Cup. This tournament will be
a great opportunity for us to
compete against top-
ranked teams and further
improve our overall game.
We are looking forward to
the challenge and hope to
have a strong finish to the
pro league tournament.

Mr. Parag Raja, MD & CEO Bharti
Axa Life Insurance, Mr. Prashant
Bhatia, Author & Managing Partner,
Cambridge Apparels, Mr. Sumit
Kaul, Actor

HealthPlix Crosses 1.5lakh Monthly Doctor
Consultations Milestone in Gujarat

digital health services. In the
last six months, doctors from
Gujarat using HealthPlix
completed approx. 9.2lakh
consultations averaging
around 5,000 daily consulta-
tions across various medical
specialties. HealthPlix plans
to double down on its doc-
tor network in the state
across 16+ specialties. This
development comes after its
recent series C funding that
focuses on new product de-
velopment, technology en-
hancements on the platform
and doctor network expan-
sion. The company has pio-
neered digitization of health
records in the country via its
flagship AI-powered EMR
platform with 10k+ doctors
trusting it on a daily basis. It
currently serves 2.5 percent
of the Indian population and
will be a key enabler for criti-
cal missions like the
Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM).

Mumbai, HealthPlix Tech-
nologies, India’s largest EMR
platform trusted by doctors,
announced the milestone of
crossing 1.5lakh average
doctor consultations per
month in Gujarat since Oct
'22. The platform has seen an
uptick in adoption with
these consultations being
done across 15+ specialties
in the state.

According to Prashant
Parmar, Head Sales & Doctor
Growth - HealthPlix Tech-
nologies, "Gujarat stands out
as one of the leading states
on our platform, with doctors
from various specialties us-
ing it to deliver exceptional
healthcare to their patients.
This milestone demonstrates
the widespread adoption of
our platform by doctors who
are embracing digitalization
of patient health records. We
are happy to be the found-
ing fuel in Gujarat's digital
health transformation and

establishing ourselves as the
preferred platform in the
state."

Dr. Rashid J Vora, Consult-
ing Physician from
Ahmedabad comments,
"HealthPlix easily assists doc-
tors like us in making well-
informed decisions by offer-
ing a single integrated view
on reports, prescribed medi-
cations, and the prevalence
of specific diseases. The plat-
form not only saves time by
providing pre-designed
templates with just a click,
but also empowers doctors
to personalize and save pre-
scriptions for common ail-
ments, fostering a deeper
understanding of our pa-
tients."

Gujarat is undergoing a
remarkable technological
transformation, leading the
way in digital services with
the introduction of e-health
in 2019. The state aims to
grant citizens easy access to

stay abreast of trends and yet
stay true to classics, he has
garnered a sizeable experi-
ence that can answer every
question related to men’s
styling.

Excited about the
book launch, Mr.
Prashant Bhatia said -
“Clothes and shoes
maketh a man. Dress-
ing up for work is not a
high priority for most
men but in my opinion
it should be. Clothes
signify power and per-
sonality. I have seen
men’s fashion evolve
and I believe that with
some basic instruc-
tions, men can drasti-
cally improvise their
style quotient at work.
My book has all of it
and a lot more to guide
men to better their

clothing choices, and make a
great impression in front of
everyone in office.

Prashant Bhatia’s first book – ‘Dress the part’ brings to fore
simple, significant and time-tested approach to menswear
Mumbai, Men’s fashion is

not as glamorous as its coun-
terpart and when it comes to
office  dressing, the aware-
ness and exposure is quite
dim-lit. Bringing his expertise
to men’s workwear is
Mr. Prashant Bhatia,
the managing part-
ner of the 63 year old
apparel brand -
Cambridge Appar-
els, who launched
his book to bring fo-
cus to men’s dress-
ing. The book was
launched today at
Title Waves, Bandra,
Mumbai.

The book ex-
plores the trends
and the conventions
of office-wear for
men through simple,
significant and time-
tested ideas. The
book offers practical tips and
suggestions for men every-
where. It proves to be a use-
ful guide for men of all ages

as well as types of build.
Enthusiasts who at-

tended the book launch met
the author and got their cop-
ies signed. Mr. Bhatia, who
has been co-running a suc-

cessful apparel brand for
about 23 years now, has seen
the evolution of men’s fash-
ion. As someone who has to

Columbia Business School Publishing
releases ‘What I Learned About
Investing from Darwin’

Mumbai, Columbia Business School Publishing, an im-
print of Columbia University Press, has announced the re-
lease of a maiden book What I Learned About Investing
from Darwin by Pulak Prasad, the founder of the Singapore-
based investment firm Nalanda Capital. The book focuses
on the philosophy of patient long-term investing based on
an unexpected source — evolutionary biology.

While the Kindle edition of What I Learned About In-
vesting from Darwin is already available on Amazon.in, the
328-page paperback version will be on sale from May 16,
2023, onwards. Customers can, however, pre-order the book
from Amazon. The book has already made it to the
bestseller list in the pre-sales category in India.

In What I Learned About Investing from Darwin, Pulak
outlines his counterintuitive principles for long-term gain
and provides three mantras of investing: Avoid big risks;
buy high quality at a fair price; and don’t be lazy — be very
lazy. He makes a persuasive case for a strategy that rules
out the vast majority of investment opportunities and ad-
vocates permanently owning high-quality businesses.

Pulak Prasad, who has been associated with Warburg
Pincus and McKinsey prior to launching his own firm in May
2007, said: “As someone who comes from an investment
background, I was always fascinated by the Darwinian
theory of evolution. Through this book, I have shared my
lessons drawn from core Darwinian concepts, mixing ex-
amples from the natural world with stories of good and
bad investing decisions.

HURGHADA, Team
Kazakhstan perform during
the final of mixed team free
at World Aquatics artistic
swimming world cup 2023 in
Hurghada, Egypt, May 14,
2023.UNI
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Manufacturer & Exporter
of Speciality  Chemicals

CMC-Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose
For Textiles, Detergents, Paints, Pesti-

cide, Ceramic, Oil well drilling,  Welding
Electrodes etc.

CMS-Carboxy Methyl Starch
For Textiles, Briquettes,

Cellulose Powder For welding rods
Address : Plot No 5623/c, Phase II,

GIDC Industrial Area, Vatva,
Ahmedabad-382445. Gujarat India.
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Layoffs also harm shareholder
returns in the long term: Report

New Delhi, May 15
(IANS) Layoffs can inadvert-
ently reduce shareholder
returns when taking actions
to protect them, as compa-
nies tend to underestimate
the organisational drag cre-
ated by large-scale
workforce reductions, a re-
port has revealed.

Given that personnel are
a key cost driver for most
organisations, it's not sur-
prising that business leaders
look for job cuts while trying
to contain costs in an uncer-
tain business environment.

However, a Gartner
analysis suggested that
forecasted savings tend to
become offset by the un-
foreseen consequences of
layoffs within three years
and in many cases can be
detrimental to shareholder
returns in the long term.

"Given a higher cost of
capital, renewed investor fo-
cus on profitable growth
and widespread forecasts of
a global recession, CEOs are
asking their CFOs to reduce
costs," said Vaughan Archer,
senior director, research and

advisory in the Gartner Fi-
nance practice.

"In many notable bell-
wether companies, particu-
larly in the technology, retail
and financial services indus-
tries, this is taking the form
of layoffs," Archer added.

The first thing to
recognise, he said, is that
there is an immediate
upfront cost to layoffs as a
business will need to
reorganise itself around a
smaller group of employees
and typically incur costly
upfront severance pay-
ments.

"Thereafter, a business is
likely to see an increase in
both costly contractor hir-
ing and demands for in-
creased compensation from
remaining employees who
are now under a greater
burden," Archer explained.

Many businesses will
see any cost savings from
layoffs eroded, and that's
even if a business manages
to avoid a vicious cycle of
employee turnover driven
by overstretched staff and
lower morale.

Crypto exchange Binance exits
Canada market due to new policies

San Francisco, May 15 (IANS) Leading blockchain
and cryptocurrency platform Binance has an-
nounced its exit from the Canadian marketplace due
to new stablecoin and investor limits in the country.

"We are announcing that Binance will be joining
other prominent crypto businesses in proactively
withdrawing from the Canadian marketplace," the
company said in a tweet.

"We had high hopes for the rest of the Canadian
blockchain industry. Unfortunately, new guidance
related to stablecoins and investor limits provided
to crypto exchanges makes the Canada market no
longer tenable for Binance at this time," it added.

The cryptocurrency platform also stated that
while it does not agree with the new regulations, it
hopes to continue working with Canadian regula-
tors to develop a regulatory framework for
cryptocurrencies.According to CoinDesk, the Cana-
dian Securities Administrators (CSA) issued new
guidance in February prohibiting crypto asset trad-
ing platforms in the country from allowing custom-
ers to buy or deposit stablecoins without prior ap-
proval from the CSA.

AWS, Microsoft, Google capture 64%
Cloud services market share globally

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) The top three Cloud
services providers -- Amazon Web Services (AWS),
Microsoft Azure and Google Cloud -- collectively
grew 22 per cent in the first quarter to account for a
64 per cent share of customer spending, a report said.

Amazon Web Services (AWS) was the leading
cloud service provider in Q1, accounting for 32 per
cent of total spending after growing 16 per cent year-
on-year, according to market research firm Canalys.

Microsoft Azure remained the second largest
cloud service provider, with a 23 per cent market
share after it grew by 27 per cent year-on-year.
Google Cloud grew 30 per cent in the March quar-
ter and accounted for 9 per cent market share.

Worldwide cloud infrastructure services spend-
ing increased 19 per cent to $66.4 billion in Q1
2023.While cloud remains one of the fastest-grow-
ing segments of the IT market, customer investments
continue to slow in the face of persistent macroeco-
nomic uncertainties, with growth falling below 20
per cent for the first time, the report noted.

Foxconn begins work on
manufacturing facility near Hyderabad

Hyderabad, May 15
(IANS) Taiwanese contract
manufacturing giant
Foxconn performed the
groundbreaking of its new
electronics manufacturing
facility at Kongar Kalaan
near Hyderabad on Monday.

Telangana's IT and In-
dustries Minister K.T. Rama
Rao announced that the first
of Foxconn's plants in the
state will come up with an
investment of over $500 mil-
lion and it will create 25,000
direct jobs in the first phase.

The groundbreaking
took place in the presence
of Rama Rao and Foxconn
Interconnect Technology
Chairman & CEO Sidney Lu
at Kongara Kalan, about 35
km from Hyderabad.

The new facility is a
promise to continue deliver-
ing world-class products to
the markets, and a mile-
stone for Foxconn Intercon-
nect Technology's global
expansion strategy - diversi-
fying its global manufactur-
ing base, said a joint state-

ment by the Telangana gov-
ernment and Foxconn.

"Thanks to the govern-
ment of Telangana's unwa-
vering commitment to fos-
tering a favorable business
environment that has en-
abled Foxconn Interconnect
Technology to invest and
grow in the State. The pro-

posed facility will serve as a
hub for Foxconn Intercon-
nect Technology's opera-
tions in Telangana, allowing
Foxconn Interconnect Tech-
nology to expand its pro-
duction capacity," it said.

"The partnership and
collaboration between Gov-
ernment of Telangana and
Foxconn Interconnect Tech-
nology in making this

project a reality will further
embolden Telangana's
growth story as well as
Foxconn Interconnect
Technology's growth in In-
dia. The Government of
Telangana and Foxconn In-
terconnect Technology are
confident that this invest-
ment will not only benefit
Foxconn Interconnect
Technologya¿s business, but
also contribute to the over-
all economic prosperity of
the region."

Over the last nibe years,
Telangana has emerged as
one of the most dynamic
and forward-looking States
and has cemented its posi-
tion as the most preferred
investment destination for
high tech manufacturing in
India. The proposed invest-
ment from Foxconn Inter-
connect Technology further
validates Government of
Telangana's efforts towards
building a conducive eco-
system and enabling infra-
structure for supporting the

global electronics manufac-
turing industry, added the
statement.

Young Liu, chairman,
Hon Hai Precision Industry
Co. Ltd (Foxconn Technol-
ogy Group) had visited
Hyderabad on March 2.

He had called on Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao and during the meeting
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) was signed.

The Telangana govern-
ment had announced that
Foxconn will set up a manu-
facturing facility in
Telangana with employ-
ment generation potential
for over one lakh people.A

The government had
stated that the historic deal
has potential to generate
employment to over one
lakh people over a period of
10 years.Later, Young Liu
had sent a letter to the Chief
Minister stating that
Foxconn is committed to
setting up a manufacturing
facility in Telangana.

For ALFA ICA (INDIA) LIMITED
Sd/-  RISHI TIKMANI

WHOLE-TIME DIRECTOR
(DIN: 00638644)

Date : May 15,2023
Place : AHMEDABAD

ALFA ICA (INDIA) LIMITED

(Rs.in lakhs)

CIN : L20100GJ1991PLC016763
Regd. Office :  Uma Industrial Estate, Vill: Vasna Iawa, Tal: Sanand, Dist: Ahmedabad.

Tel: 079-26754030-31 Fax: +91-79 26754040
E-mail: info@alfaica.com Website: www.alfaica.com

1 Total income from operations (net)  1,397.78 6518.56  2,036.03
2 Net Profit/(Loss) from ordinary activity after tax  39.05 145.78  33.25
3 Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period

(after extraordinary items)  39.05 145.78  33.25
4 Equity Share Capital (Face value of

Rs.10/- each)  404.00  404.00  404.00
5 Reserve excluding revaluation reserves as per

balance sheet of previous accounting year
6 Earning Per Share (EPS) (before

extraordinary items)(of Rs.10/- each)
(not annualized)  0.97  3.61  0.82

7 Earning Per Share (EPS) (after extraordinary
items)(of Rs.10/- each)(not annualized)  0.97 3.61  0.82

Quarter Ended
31/03/2022
(Audited)

Particulars Year Ended
31/03/2023
(Audited)

Quarter Ended
31/03/2023
(Audited)

Sr.
No

Notes:
1 The above Financial Results have been reviewed and recommended for adoption by Audit

Committee and were taken on record by the Board of Directors at their meeting held on May
15,2023.

2 Figures for the previous periods have been re-grouped/ re-classified where necessary.
3 The above is an extract of the detailed format of the Audited Financial Results of the Company

for the quarter and year ended March 31, 2023 filed with the Stock Exchanges under
Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,
2015. The full format of Audited Financial Results of the Company for the quarter and year
ended March 31, 2023 are available on BSE Ltd (www.bseindia.com) and on Company's
website (www.alfaica.com)

EXTRACT OF AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR
ENDED  MARCH 31, 2023

GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT
NARMADA WATER RESOURCES WATER SUPPLY&

KALPSAR DEPARTMENT
SHORT ‘E’ TENDER NOTICE NO.10 OF 2023-24

In the Name and on Behalf of Governor of Gujarat State. The Executive
Engineer, Ukai Division No.1, Tapi Jal Bhavan, 2nd Floor, Ukai Ta-
Songadh Dist-Tapi 394680 (Phone no.02624-233221) is invites online
tender for Work as Under.
Sr      Name of work (1) Bid Security
No (2) Tender Fees.
1. Carry out dam body groing in (1) Rs.99,328/-

Block-9 of Spillway Ogee upto depth (2) Rs.5,000/-
50 mts of Ukai Dam. (To test the
viability of the Project at Full sale
Grouting on Spillway Ogee)

E-Tendering Schedule
1. Tender Downloading and Date:16/05/2023 to 23/05/2023

Uploading Date and Time up to 8.00 Hrs.
2. Physical Submission of Tender Documents, E.M.D. and

Tender Documents date tender fee in origional shall be
and time submitted to the Executive

Engineer, Ukai Division No.1,2nd

Floor, Ukai Ta.Songadh Dist.Tapi
on or before Date:01/06/2023,
18.00 hrs. by R.P.A.D./Speed
Post/Couier.

3. Date of Opening of Date.24/05/2023, 12.00 hrs.
P.Q.Bid Superintending Engineer, Ukai

Circle (Civil), Conference Hall,
2nd Floor, Tapi Jal Bhavan,
Ta.Songadh Dist.Tapi.

4. Inquiry/Contact Office the Executive Engineer, Ukai
Address Division No.1,2nd Floor, Ukai

Ta.Songadh Dist. Tapi-394680
Phone No.02624-233221

Any Kind of amendments will be published only on online and will be
final binding to all for Further details contact to this office hours. Detailed
Tender Notice can also be seen on www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in
and www.nprocure.com

Mahiti/Surat/222/2023

The Tenders are invited On Line by DPIU and
Executive Engineer, Jilla Panchayat (R.&B.) Division,
Botad, Phone No.02849-271472 for the Road works
of Paradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana-3 (Bach-1) of
below mentioned packages by E-Tender From the
Eligible and Approved Registered Contractor with R&B
Department Gujarat for Futher Particulars contact
above office/ or visit us on web sites https://
nprocure.com and should be submitted online in
www.nprocure.com . Detail Tender Notice also view
on Information Deptt. website www.statetenders.com

DDI/BVN/274/23

District Panchayat
(R&B) Division, Botad

Tender Notice No.3/2023-24

Online Submission Dt.10/05/2023 ti 30/05/2023 Upto 18.00 Hrs.
Pre Bid meetting Date. 21/05/2023 Time 12.01 Hrs.
Submission of Tender Within 3 days from online submission
fee, EMD & other Date of tender. Time 10.30 to 18.10 hrs.
documents (By R.P.A.D.
Only)
Opening of tender Dt.31/05/2023 Time 12.00 Hrs.
(online) (Technical Bid)
Opening of tender Dt.10/06/2023 Time 12.00 Hrs.
(online) (Financial Bid)
Sr. Packages Estimated Category of
No. No.of The Work Cost Approved Register

(Rs. In Lacs) Contractor
1 GJ-2701-P3 809.48 “AA Class with”

Ta.Ranpur, Sp.Category-I
Barwala (Road)

(remaining Work)

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  KALPANA

SURESHCHANDRA SHAH
to  KALPANA SURESH

SHAH
Add. 30, Radhnpur Society,

Bhairavnath Road, Kankariya
Maninagar

Ahmedabad-380028
A202

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 SURESHCHANDRA
AMBALAL SHAH to

SURESH AMBALAL SHAH
Add. 30, Radhnpur Society,

Bhairavnath Road, Kankariya
Maninagar

Ahmedabad-380028
A202A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 POTDAR SUMANBEN

PANDHARINATH to SONI
SUMANBEN

PANDHARINATH
Add. 16, Umeshnagar
Society, Meghaninagar

Ahmedabad
737

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 ANSUYABAHEN

MAHENDRAKUMAR KELA
to ANSUYA

MAHENDRAKUMAR KELA
Add. 4, Chandravati Society,

Bhairavnath Road,
Maninagar, Ahmedabad

736

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 ASHABAI GOBINDMAL

KATARIA to ASHA
GOBINDRAM KATARIA

Add. 52, Devdeep Tower,
Judges Bunglows Road,
Bodakdev, Ahmedabad

736A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 AMIT AKA VINODKUMAR
HARSHADLAL SHAH to

AMITBHAI HARSHADLAL
SHAH

Add. FF-4, Ratnadeep
Appartment, Nava Vikas

Gruh Road, Vasana
Ahmedabad

736B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PATEL PARULBEN

BHAVESH to PATEL PARUL
BHAVESH

Add. F-204, Vrajdham-2
Behind Simandhar Plaza,

Jantanagar Crossing Road,
Ghatlodia,

Ahmedabad-380061
734

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PRASANNA PRASHANT

MUKADAM to PREM
PRASHANT MUKADAM
Add. 1945, Surti Ni Pole,
Bala Hanuman, Khadiya,

Ahmedabad
734A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SHAIKH GULAMRASUL

SULEMANBHAI to TAI
GULAMRASUL SULEMAN
Add. Bhatthi Fali Taivada

Viramgam
Ahmedabad-382150

735

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SHAIKH BIBANBEN
GULAMRASUL to TAI

BIBANBEN GULAMRASUL
Add.  Taivada Bhatthi Fali

Masjid Pase Viramgam
Ahmedabad-382150

735C

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SHAIKH HARUNBHAI
GULAMRASUL to TAI

HARUNBHAI GULAMRASUL
Add.  Taivada Bhatthi Fali NI

Masjid Pase Viramgam
Ahmedabad-382150

735A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SHAIKH  AYSHABIBI

HARUNBHAI to TAI
AYESHABIBI HARUNBHAI
Add.  Taivada Bhatthi Street

Viramgam
Ahmedabad-382150

735B

300 mn Vi users move to Ericsson charging system in India, biggest globally
New Delhi, May 15

(IANS) Swedish telecom-
munications giant Ericsson
on Monday said it has com-
pleted the charging con-
solidation programme for
Vodafone Idea Ltd (VIL) in
India that will help the
telecom company en-
hance customer experi-

ence and launch new
products and services at a
faster pace in the 5G era.

Implemented through
the pandemic, the project
is one of the first-of-its-
kind globally and enabled
migration and consolida-
tion for over 300 million

Vi subscribers capacity on
Er icsson Charging sys-
tem.

Ericsson replaced
three exist ing Online
Charging Solutions (OCS)
with Ericsson Charging as
the single OCS solution
across the country.

“This future-proof and
flexible solution will not
only enhance customer
experience but will also
enable us to launch new
products and services at a
faster pace.

In addition, this solu-
tion enables us to control

credit while letting users
control  their  costs
through flexible packag-
ing, bonuses and dis-
counts,” said Jagbir Singh,
CTO, Vodafone Idea Ltd.

With this, Vi now has a
simplified prepaid charg-
ing stack, which brings
uniformity of architecture
in Charging and data
Policy and Charging Rules
Function (PCRF) , cus-
tomer exper ience, l i fe
cycle management, prod-
uct modelling and con-

figuration, features and
functions.

The project success-
fully navigated risks and
complexit ies across
multi-vendor network in-
tegrations and IT integra-
tions, enabling streamlin-
ing and rationalisation of
business configurations,
said the companies.

“Ericsson’s end-to-end
network and IT experi-
ence combined with our
deep understanding of
customer specific needs

enables us to offer tai-
lored solutions to Vi,” said
Amarjeet S ingh, V ice
President, Sales, West In-
dia, Ericsson.

“Er icsson Charging
will  help Vi  reduce its
OPEX, create new ad-
vanced product offerings
and superior customer
experience,” Singh added.

Ericsson Charging is a
scalable, flexible solution,
enabling real-time con-
vergent charging, policy
control, decoupling and
fast service creation.
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Minor boy's body found hanging
from tree in UP, 3 held

Lucknow, May 15 (IANS) The body of a 13-year-old
boy was found hanging from a tree with a rope tied
around his neck in Khushalhanj village under the Para
police circle in Lucknow, police said.

Three labourers working in the area have been
arrested for their suspicious role in the incident.

Preliminary investigation revealed that the minor
had left the house on a cycle and along with his friend
Pawan to play and was seen going towards the mango
grove where he was later found hanging.

It further surfaced that the minor and his friend
were apprehended on the way by three labourers who
suspected the minor and his friend to have stolen
money from their houses.Pawan managed to flee the
scene while the minor was caught by the labourers
who kept his bicycle with them and asked him to call
his family.

Day after riots rock Maha's Akola,
Internet cut off, uneasy calm prevails

Akola, May 15 (IANS) A day after riots erupted in
Maharashtra's Akola, the police have shut off Internet
services to prevent rumour-mongering even as the
violence left one dead and nine more injured, besides
several private and government vehicles burnt, offi-
cials said here on Monday.

A controversial social media post triggered a fra-
cas between two communities quickly resulting in slo-
gan-shouting, stone-pelting and arson even as extra
police forces were rushed there on Sunday.

"The situation is normal now...We have urged
people not to spread or believe in rumours in the wake
of yesterday's violent clashes after an offensive social
media post," Akola Superintendent of Police Sandeep
M. Ghuge told IANS.

Cong observers to submit report to Kharge,
Siddaramaiah to arrive in Delhi

New Delhi, May 15 (IANS) Even as Congress Legis-
lative Party (CLP) has authorised party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge to decide on the chief minister
post, the party's three observers deputed for the
southern state are returning to the national capital to
submit their report, and Siddaramaiah too is arriving
in Delhi on Monday.

Kharge has deputed former Maharashtra Chief
Minister Sushil Shinde, Jitendra Singh (Congress gen-
eral secretary) and Deepak Babaria (former Congress
general secretary) as the observers for the election of
the CLP Leader of Karnataka.The CLP leaders are now
returning to Delhi to submit their report to Kharge.On
Sunday evening, the Congress Legislature Party unani-
mously resolved that the "Congress President is
hereby authorised to appoint the new Leader of the
CLP".Even Former Chief Minister Siddaramaiah is also
coming to Delhi on Monday evening and will be meet-
ing Kharge at his residence here.

In a historic mandate in the southern state, the
grand old party won 135 out of 224 seats.

UP govt invites applications
for first forensic courses

Lucknow, May 15 (IANS)
The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has started inviting
applications for admissions
to the first academic session
(2023-24) of Uttar Pradesh
State Institute of Forensic
Sciences (UPSIFS) in
Lucknow.

The institute will help
youths become forensic ex-
perts. The government
spokesman further stated
that the students studying
from this institute will not
only become experts in sub-
jects like Forensic Science,
but with their help, the state
government will be able to
ensure timely completion of
the investigation of criminal
cases through a scientific
method. The institute will
also ensure prompt disposal
of criminal cases.

The state government
has kept the fees reasonably
as low as Rs 12,000 per se-
mester so that economically
weaker youths can also se-
cure admission.The admis-

sion forms would cost Rs
500 to general category stu-
dents and Rs 250 to SC/ST,
OBC, and EWS category ap-
plicants. Candidates can ap-
ply for the institute till May
22. The academic session
will start from mid-July.

A senior government of-
ficial said that five courses
related to forensics are be-
ing started in the institute.

A total of 160 students
will be enrolled for these
courses.

UPSIFS director Addi-
tional Director General
(ADG) G.K, Goswami said,
"We are offering five courses
related to forensics -- BSc/
MSc Forensic Science, PG
Diploma in Forensic Docu-
ment Examination, PG Di-
ploma in Cyber Security, PG
Diploma in DNA Forensic,
and PG Diploma  in Foren-
sic Ballistics and Explosives.

While B.Sc./M.Sc. Foren-
sic Science is a five-year
course, the other four are
one-year diploma courses."

NCP's Jayant Patil gets ED's 2nd summons
in IL&FS money laundering case

New Delhi, May 15
(IANS) The Enforcement Di-
rectorate has sent fresh
summons to Maharashtra
NCP chief and MLA Jayant
Patil in the alleged IL&FS
money laundering case, and
he has been asked to appear
before the agency on May
22.

Earlier, Patil was asked to
join the probe on May 12,
but he did not appear be-
fore the agency. In the sec-
ond notice, the ED has asked
him to join the probe on
May 22.The (ED) on May 10

had raided the premises of
IL&FS.Serious Fraud Investi-
gation Office (SFIO),
Mumbai, had lodged a case
against IL&FS Group of
Companies and their key
managerial personnel for
alleged financial
irregularities.The Delhi
Police's Economic Offences
Wing (EOW ) had also
lodged an FIR against the
firm.

In 2019, the ED lodged a
case of PMLA against IL&FS
on the basis of the EOW's FIR
and SFIO's complaint.The

ED has learnt in the investi-
gation that the Statutory
Audit of IL&FS was made by
Deloitte Haskins & Sells LLP
for the period from FY 2008-
09 to 2017-18 and by BSR &
Associates for the period FY
2017-18.In 2018, the IL&FS
moved for bankruptcy. The
ED has as of now attached
some assets belonging to
different firms in this matter.

The ED had in 2020
questioned MNS chief Raj
Thackeray in this matter for
the loan given to Kohinoor
Construction.

BJP leader blames Nitish govt for chaos
at Baba Bageshwar event in Patna

Patna, May 15 (IANS) Af-
ter the cancelation of 'Divya
Darbar' of Baba Bageshwar
Dham's Dhirendra Shastri
on Monday, BJP MP from
Patliputra Ram Kripal Yadav
blamed the district admin-
istration for not providing
adequate security at the
venue in Patna's Naubatpur
locality to conduct his
'Hanumant Katha'
programme.

The religious preacher's
programme on Sunday wit-
nessed chaos after lakhs of
people descended at the
venue to listen to him.

"Baba Bageshwar came
here for the welfare of Bihar
but the crowd came in such
a large number that they
became uncontrollable. This
was the reason why he had

cancelled the Divya Darbar
on Monday at the event
venue. The organizers of the
event have expected certain
numbers of devotees but I
felt that they will assemble
here much more than their
expectation.

The district administra-
tion, despite watching the
crowd turnout in large num-
bers, has not deployed ad-
equate police force and a
duty magistrate at the
venue," Yadav said.

Over 10 lakh followers of
Baba Bageshwar turned out
at the venue on Sunday. As
the footfall was very high,
dust also spread there lead-
ing to a large number of
people facing breathing
problems. The temperature
of Patna was over 42 degree

Celsius and many of the fol-
lowers also felt sick because
of the excessive heat.

Meanwhile, Baba
Bageshwar Bihar founda-
tion denied levelling
charges against the district
administration for failing to
provide adequate security
arrangements at the venue.

"As the people turned
out in large numbers, we
cancelled the Divya Darbar
scheduled for Monday. We
are not blaming district ad-
ministration. They have pro-
vided good support. It has a
limitation," said Raj Shekher,
a member of Baba
Bageshwar Bihar founda-
tion.

"The Hanumant Katha
will take place on Monday,"
Raj Shekher said.--IANS

Bengal teacher's job case: CBI scans role of some WBBSE officials
Kolkata, May 15 (IANS)

The role of some officials of
the West Bengal Board of
Secondary Education
(WBBSE), the nodal body of
the state education depart-
ment responsible for con-
ducting the board second-
ary exam in the state, has
come under the scanner of
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) sleuths probing
the alleged multi-crore re-
cruitment scam in state-run

schoolsSources said that the
CBI sleuths conducted a sur-
prise raid and search opera-
tions at the office of WBSEB
at Salt Lake in northern out-
skirts of Kolkata on Sunday
evening.

On the basis of certain
documents seized from that
office on Sunday, sources
added, the role of certain
officials of the board has
come under scanner of the
central agency sleuths.

It is learnt that recently
the CBI sleuths also ques-
tioned some officials of
WBSEB in this connection.
Already the former presi-
dent of WBSEB Kalyanmoy
Gangopadhyay is serving
judicial custody after being
arrested by CBI last year for
his alleged involvement in
the recruitment scam.

CBI fresh move in the
matter comes just a couple
of days after the Calcutta

High Court's single-judge
bench of Justice Abhijit
Gangopadhyay ordered the
termination of services of
36,000 primary teachers in
different state-run schools.

Justice Gangopadhyay
observed that none of these
teachers had proper train-
ing for getting recruited as
primary teachers and they
got recruited without ap-
pearing for the compulsory
aptitude tests.

Pilot's yatra to conclude today, DPS Jaipur
announces holiday fearing traffic blues

Jaipur, May 15 (IANS) As
Sachin Pilot's five-day Jan
Sangharsh Yatra entered its
final leg on Monday, a
prominent school here an-
nounced holiday for the day
and postponed its exam
fearing traffic woes.

Pilot's yatra will end at
the Ajmer Road, where the
DPS school is located.

While those in political
circles are eager to see if he
makes any major announce-
ment at the end of his rally,
the school late Sunday night
made the announcement
for holiday fearing the huge
crowd might bring in traffic
woes for students and the
school buses.

The message from the
school said, "The school will
remain off tomorrow, i.e.
Monday, May 15, 2023. This
is being done due to the cul-
mination of a public rally
scheduled tomorrow on
Ajmer road, because of
which there would be heavy
traffic on Ajmer Road.

"This might hamper our
transport system as the
buses and the children
might get stuck in the traf-

fic jam that may ensue.
"The exam scheduled

tomorrow will be con-
ducted on Tuesday, 16 May
2023."Thousands of people
in this yatra, travelling from
Ajmer will reach Jaipur on
Monday. Thereafter, a big
public meeting is being
scheduled on the Ajmer
Road. All eyes are set on this
meeting to see how much
crowd gathers as it is ex-
pected that Pilot may state
something vital. Pro-Sachin
Pilot ministers and MLAs will
also reach the venue in a
show of strength.Sachin Pi-
lot started his padayatra on
May 11 in front of the
Rajasthan Public Service
Commission office located
in Ajmer City. After traveling
125 kilometers on foot, he
will reach Jaipur with his
supporters on Monday. Pilot
said that he is taking out this
padayatra against corrup-
tion and for the benefits of
the youth.Sachin Pilot has
got a lot of support from the
youth during his journey. He
described his journey as be-
ing against corruption and
for the youth. Pilot had ear-

lier observed a one-day fast
in Jaipur against his own
government for its inaction
to investigate the alleged
corruption charges against
previous Vasundhara Raje
government.It needs to be
mentioned here that since
the formation of Congress
government, differences be-
tween CM Ashok Gehlot
and Sachin Pilot have in-
creased. In fact, things have
not been sorted ever since
the 2020 rebellion when Pi-
lot and followers demanded
change in leadership.

Shiv Sena (UBT) to Speaker: Decide
quickly on 16 MLAs' disqualification

Mumbai, May 15 (IANS)
Adopting an aggressive
stance, the Shiv Sena (UBT)
on Monday demanded that
the Maharashtra Assembly
Speaker, Rahul Narwekar
must take a decision quickly
on the disqualification of 16
MLAs as directed by the Su-
preme Court last week.

A high-level Sena (UBT)
delegation called on Deputy
Speaker Narhari Zirwal and
submitted a memorandum
with the demand, said the
party's Chief Whip Sunil
Prabhu.

"Since the Speaker
(Narwekar) is touring out of

station, we met the Deputy
Speaker Narhari Zirwal and
handed over our memoran-
dum on this issue. We have
reiterated that the Speaker
must take his decision in the
matter at the earliest pos-
sible," Prabhu said.

In its verdict, the SC last
week had put the question
of the 16 MLAs -- including
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde -- in the Maharashtra
Speaker's domain, and to
take the decision in a rea-
sonable time.

The delegation com-
prised Sena (UBT) MLAs and
MLCs -- Sunil Prabhu,

Ramesh Korgaonkar, Sunil
Raut, Anil Parab, Dr, Manisha
Kayande, Sachin Aher, Vilas
Potnis, Sunil Shinde and
Rutuja Latke.

Prabhu said that the del-
egation submitted a copy of
the apex court judgement
and the Sena (UBT)'s letter
on their main demand and
expressed hope that the
Speaker would act on it ap-
propriately without delays.

WBBPE challenges order of service termination
of primary teachers at higher bench

Kolkata, May 15 (IANS)
The West Bengal Board of
Primary Education (WBBPE),
on Monday, challenged the
Calcutta High Court's single-
judge bench order for termi-
nation of services of 36,000
primary teachers in state-
run schools at a division
bench of the same court.

On Friday, Justice Abhijit
Gangopadhyay while order-
ing for the termination of
services for 36,000 of the
42,500 primary teachers ap-
pointed in 2016, observed
that none of them had the
required training and that
they got recruited without

appearing for the compul-
sory aptitude tests.

This morning, WBBPE
challenged the order at the
division bench of Justice
Subrata Talukdar and Justice
Supratim Bhattacharya. The
matter is likely to be heard
on Tuesday.WBBPE has chal-
lenged the single-judge
bench's observation that
these primary teachers were
recruited without proper
training.According to it, all
the primary teachers re-
cruited in 2016 received
post-job training in the
open and distance learning
(ODL) mode.In his order on

Friday, Justice
Gangopadhyay also di-
rected WBBPE to fill up the
vacancies arising from the
termination of services
within the next three m
bench has held Trinamool
Congress legislator and
former WBBPE president
Manik Bhattacharya respon-
sible for the irregularity and
observed that if WBBPE
wants, it can recover the cost
of the process of filling up
the vacancies from
Bhattacharya, who is cur-
rently in judicial custody
because of his alleged in-
volvement in the scam.

Techie dies in accident in Hyderabad
while searching destination on phone

Hyderabad, May 15
(IANS) A software engineer
was killed and his two
friends were injured in a
road accident in Hyderabad
while trying to search their
destination on Google map
after they had lost their way.

The accident occurred
on PVNR Expressway when
the trio on their motorbike
was returning after realizing
that they were heading in
the wrong direction.

MHNVS Charan (22),
working for a leading IT firm
at Pocharam, was killed in
the accident which oc-
curred on the intervening

night of Saturday and Sun-
day. He was riding the ve-
hicle with his two friends
riding pillion.

Hailing from a village in
Krishna district of Andhra
Pradesh, Charan was em-
ployed at a leading IT firm in
Pocharam on the outskirts
of Hyderabad.

He along with his friends
was staying at a township
nearby. On the weekend,
nine friends on three motor-
bikes had come to the city.

According to police, the
trio went to see the new
Secretariat and recently in-
stalled statue of Ambedkar.

After spending some time at
Tank Bund, they decided to
go to Cable Bridge. Since
they were not familiar with
the city, they opened
Google maps on their
phones to reach the desti-
nation.

Charan headed towards
Mehdipatnam and took the
PVNR Expressway without
apparently realizing that
two-wheelers were prohib-
ited on this stretch.

After covering two to
three kilometers on the Ex-
pressway, the trio realized
that they were heading in
the wrong direction.

UPSEC planning to
adopt ECI's voter list

Lucknow, May 15
(IANS) The Uttar Pradesh
State Election Commis-
sion (SEC) is considering
adopting the Election
Commission of India's
(ECI) electoral rolls for ru-
ral and urban local bodies'
elections in the state in fu-
ture to eliminate duplica-
tion and related problems.

This comes in the
wake of large-scale com-
plaints of names missing
from voters' lists in the re-
cently concluded munici-
pal elections.

"We are working on a
project aiming to have a
common voter lists for the
Lok Sabha, Vidhan Sabha
and panchayat and civic

elections in the state,"
said state election com-
missioner Manoj Kumar.

"We will launch a pilot
project for Lucknow in
this regard and hire an
expert agency working in
the field of artificial intel-
ligence to import ECI's
electoral rolls data and
prepare voter lists for
panchayat and civic elec-
tions  in the state ensur-
ing that voters' names are
common in both the SEC
and ECI's electoral rolls,"
he said.

Kumar said many
states had already
adopted the ECI's elec-
toral rolls for local body
polls.

Terror funding case: NIA raids
multiple locations in J&K

New Delhi, May 15
(IANS) The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) on
Monday conducted raids at
thirteen locations in
Budgam, Shopian, Pulwama,
Srinagar, and Anantnag of
Jammu and Kashmir in con-
nection with a terror fund-
ing case.

According to sources,
the raids, which started early
this morning, are currently
underway.The NIA teams

are accompanied by CISF
personnel and local police
teams."This is a terror fund-
ing case. Pakistan-based ter-
ror outfits were helping the
Kashmir-based agents who
were provoking youths to
indulge in terror activities.
We are raiding them," the
sources said.As of now, the
NIA has not made an official
statement on the matter.

Further details are
awaited.--IANS

Congress observers to submit report to
Kharge, Siddaramaiah to arrive in Delhi
New Delhi, May 15

(IANS) Even as  Congress
Legislative Party (CLP) has
authorised party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge to de-
cide on the chief minister
post, the party's three ob-
servers deputed for the
southern state are returning
to the national capital to
submit their report.

Kharge has deputed
former Maharashtra Chief
Minister Sushil Shinde,
Jitendra Singh (Congress
general secretary) and
Deepak Babaria (former
Congress general secretary)
as the observers for the elec-
tion of the CLP Leader of

Karnataka.
The CLP leaders are now

returning to Delhi to submit
their report to Kharge.

On Sunday evening, the
Congress Legislature Party
unanimously resolved that
the "Congress President is
hereby authorised to ap-
point the new Leader of the
CLP".

Even Former Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah is also
coming to Delhi on Monday
evening and will be meeting
Kharge at his residence
here.In a historic mandate in
the southern state, the
grand old party won 135 out
of 224 seats.

GAZA, People check ruins of a house after it was destroyed in an airstrike in the northern Gaza Strip
town of Beit Lahia on May 14, 2023. The five-day confrontation started after an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday
killed three senior PIJ leaders in the Gaza Strip. During the fightings, Israel launched hundreds of airstrikes,
killing at least 33 Palestinians and injuring more than 150 others, according to the Gaza-based Health Min-
istry. UNI

BHUBANESWAR, Deputy Speaker Rajanikant Singh administration oath to
newly-elected MLA Dipali Das from Jharsuguda constituency as a legislator
during swearing-in ceremony at Odisha Legislative Assembly (OLA), in
Bhubaneswar on Monday. UNI

NEW DELHI, Former Jammu and Kashmir Governor Satya Pal Malik, former
union minister Birender Singh, Farmer leader Gurnam Singh Chaduni  address-
ing a press conference at the wrestlers' protest over sexual harassment allega-
tions against WFI chief, at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on Monday. UNI


