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Dhirendra Krishna
Shastri's 'Divya
Darbar' held in
Patna

Patna, May 16 (IANS) A
day after its cancellation,
the Baba Bageshwar Bihar
foundation finally held
the 'Divya Darbar' at Taret
Pali Math in Patna.

In wake of the Baba
Bageshwar Dham's self-
styled godman Dhirendra
Krishna Shastri's religious
programme, a large turn-
out of above 10 lakh
people led to a chaos at
the venue. Several women
faced unease due to high
temperature and dust
leading to breathing
problems. Therefore the
religious preacher an-
nounced the cancellation
of 'Divya Darbar' on Mon-
day.

Rahul to visit US
ahead of PM
Modi's trip, to
attend several
programmes

New Delhi, May 16
(IANS) Ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
state visit to the US on
June 22, senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi will
be visiting the country for
a week at the end of this
month during which he
will attend several
programmes.According
to party sources, Rahul
Gandhi is slated leave for
the US on May 30 or 31
and will visit California,
Washington and New
York.

"During his visit, he
will participate in public
outreach programmes as
well at university meets,"
the sources said.On June
4, Rahul Gandhi will also
address the Indian
diaspora at Madison
Square, New York.

Delhi HC issues
contempt notice
to lawyer
accusing judge
of dishonesty

New Delhi, May 16
(IANS) The Delhi High
Court on Tuesday issued
criminal contempt of
court notice to advocate
Ravi Kumar and his client
after they alleged that a
single-judge bench had
"dishonestly" passed an
order against them.

Kumar and his client
had filed two appeals
against the single-judge's
order.

Before the division
bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma
and Justice Subramonium
Prasad, Additional Solici-
tor General Chetan
Sharma and Standing
Counsel for Centre Harish
Vaidyanathan Shankar ap-
prised that the appeals
state that the judge has
dishonestly made an ef-
fort to favour the respon-
dents.

Brother of prime
accused in Bengal
coal smuggling
case gets bail

Kolkata, May 16 (IANS)
A CBI court in Asansol on
Tuesday granted bail to
Vikas Mishra, the younger
brother of Vinay Mishra
who is the prime accused
in the alleged multi-crore
coal smuggling scam in
West Bengal.Vikas Mishra
was taken to custody for
four days from the pre-
mises of the same court
on May 12. The four-day
custody tenure ended on
Tuesday following which
the judge of the special
court granted him
bail.Vinay Mishra, a former
youth Trinamool Congress
leader, is currently ab-
sconding, and as believed
by the CBI, he is currently
underground at Vanuatu
Island.

Leg-up for Nitish outreach after Cong Karnataka
victory, grand Oppn meeting likely next month

Patna Emboldened by
the Congress’s victory in
Karnataka, the
Mahagathbandan in Bihar is
planning to organise a
grand meeting of all top
Opposition leaders next
month in Bihar. Though the
date will be finalised only
after these leaders confirm
their participation, Grand
Alliance leaders are en-
thused about giving a fur-
ther boost to Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s ef-
forts to unite the
Opposition.The meeting
will most likely be held in
Patna after the culmination
of Kumar’s first round of
talks with Opposition lead-

ers. The Bihar CM is trying to
stitch together an alliance of
as many non-BJP parties as
possible, with the Congress
at its fulcrum.Former Bihar
CM and Hindustani Awam
Morcha (Secular) founder
Jitan Ram Manjhi on Sunday
likened Nitish Kumar’s ef-
forts to unite the Opposition
with the “efforts of legend-
ary Jayaprakash
Narayan”.“Just as JP (as
Narayan was popularly
known) brought together
several parties under the
banner of the Janata Party in
1977, Nitish Kumar has been
trying to make similar ef-
forts to bring together maxi-
mum Opposition parties,”

Manjhi said on Sunday.
Nitish has so far met

Delhi Chief Minister and
AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal,
former UP CM and
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav, West Bengal
CM and Trinamool Congress
(TMC) chairperson Mamata
Banerjee, Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) chief
Sharad Pawar, Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray) chief and former
Maharashtra CM Uddhav
Thackeray, and Jharkhand
CM Hemant Soren. Last Fri-
day, Nitish also met All India
United Democratic Front
(AIUDF) supremo
Badruddin Ajmal.

Post-Karnataka, hint of a shift from Mamata:
‘Ready to support Cong where it is strong’

KolkataIN THE first signal
of Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee’s soften-
ing of stand towards the
Congress, she said here on
Monday that her party was
“ready to support the Con-
gress where it is strong”.

Mamata’s statement
comes two days after the
Congress won the
Karnataka Assembly elec-
tions decisively. In her mes-
sage after the results, the
West Bengal Chief Minister
had avoided mentioning
the Congress altogether.On
Monday, the TMC chief said:
“We are ready to support
the Congress where it is
strong, but the Congress
should stop fighting against
us here every day.”One of

the biggest hurdles in the
Opposition unity talks is de-
ciding the question of who
will lead such a front, with
regional parties increasingly
demanding that the Con-
gress concentrate on seats
where it is strong and leave
the ones where the other
parties are strong to
them.Given that it is dag-
gers drawn with the Con-
gress in West Bengal, the
TMC has danced around the
question of partnership
with the party. In Parliament
too, it has been careful not
to be seen as too aligned
with issues the Congress
raises, and stayed away from
several joint Opposition
meetings in the last
session.Mamata’s Monday

remarks indicate that the
Karnataka results could
mark a tilting of the scales.

The TMC supremo said
Monday: “Wherever the
Congress is strong, 200
seats or something, let them
fight, we will give support.
Nothing is wrong with that.
But they must support o am
giving you the support in
Karnataka and you are
fighting against me every
day… that should not be
the case. If you want to get
some good things, you have
to sacrifice something too,
in some area.”On seat ad-
justment among Opposi-
tion parties, Mamata said: “It
is not in the final stages.
When it is discussed, it will
be discussed.”

TN spurious liquor tragedy:
Palaniswami to visit victims' families

Chennai, May 16 (IANS)
AIADMK General Secretary
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
will visit the families of the
victims of the spurious li-
quor tragedy in Tamil Nadu,
which has so far claimed 18
lives in the districts of
Villupuram and
Chengalpattu.

Palaniswami has already
come out strongly against
the state government and
demanded the resignation
of Chief Minister Stalin ow-
ing responsibility for the
tragedy.The former Chief
Minister, who is also the
Tamil Nadu opposition
leader, is trying to gain maxi-
mum political mileage

against the ruling DMK on
the spurious liquor deaths.

He also said that there is
a major law and order fail-
ure in Tamil Nadu after the
DMK government assumed
office.

Palaniswami further as-
serted that the state govern-
ment had failed to contain
the sale of spurious liquor
even after he had told the
Assembly about the avail-
ability of hooch across Tamil
Nadu.As per preliminary in-
vestigation, it was found
that the tragedy at
Marakkanam in the
Villupuram occurred when
some people consumed lo-
cally brewed liquor.

Balakot, Pulwama included
in LU's defence studies

Lucknow, May 16
(IANS) The 2019 Balakot
airstrike, Pulwama attack
and the 2016 surgical
strike will be part of
Lucknow University's (LU)
defence studies' syllabus
from the coming aca-
demic session 2023-24.

The new addition to
the syllabus has been ap-
proved in the board meet-
ing of defence studies de-
partment and will be
taught to B.A. sixth semes-
ter students.Prof O.P.
Shukla, head of defence

studies, said: "The 2016 sur-
gical strike and 2019
Balakot airstrike have been
included in defence stud-
ies syllabus as per the New
Education Policy under the
theme of 'Nation First: No
Second Thought on Na-
tional Security'.  Earlier, the
Uttar Pradesh government
had amended the syllabus
for defence studies in state
universities and had di-
rected to include topics on
the Pulwama attack and
surgical strike under the
National Education Policy.

Patna police may impose fine on Baba
Bageshwar, Manoj Tiwari for traffic violation

Patna, May 16 (IANS)
Patna police are likely to im-
pose a fine on Bageshwar
Dham chief and self-styled
godman Dhirendra Shastri
and MP Manoj Tiwari for vio-
lation of traffic rules, an offi-
cial said.

Shastri arrived in Patna
on May 13 and Tiwari drove
his SUV from Patna airport
to Panash hotel where he is
staying. During the journey,
they did not wear seat belt
and reached the hotel.

Keeping this in view,
Puran Kumar Jha, the traffic
SP of Patna constituted a
team headed by traffic DSP
of Patna to investigate the
incident.Sources have said

that they were not wearing
seat belt at that time. If it is
proved that they were not
wearing seatbelt during
their journey, then they
would face a penalty.

The team is scanning
the CCTV footage of the
route from Patna airport to
Panash hotel and also tak-
ing help from a media
organisation to get the
video evidence.

Due to excessive crowd
on the roads, traffic opera-
tions in the connecting
roads heading toward
Naubatpur have become a
challenge for Patna police.

NEW DELHI, Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury at the Wrestlers pro-
test over sexual harassment allegations against WFI chief, at Jantar Mantar in
New Delhi on Tuesday. UNI

SRINAGAR, Security personnel stand guard as security been beefed up ahead
of G20 events, in Srinagar onTuesday.UNI

PATNA, Candidates pose for photos with their appointment letters at selfie
booth after receiving during a Rozgar Mela,at Urja Auditorium, in Patna on Tues-
day. UNI

Posing as PM’s niece, woman
dupes retd colonel of Rs 21 lakh

Varanasi (UP), May 16 (IANS) A woman, posing as
niece of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has duped a
retired colonel of Rs 21 lakh after convincing him to
invest money in shares for a huge earning.

After the colonel transferred Rs 21 lakh in the bank
account of the woman’s friend in Jaipur, she stopped
taking his calls.

Inspector, Cantt Police Station, Prabhu Kant said,
“On the complaint of retired colonel Upendra Raghav
of Patel Nagar Colony, an FIR has been lodged against
Veronica Modi and Ramesh Sharma under sections 420
(cheating) and 406 (criminal breach of trust) of IPC. In-
vestigation has been started in this case by checking
call details and chats.”

The retired colonel said he came in contact with
Komal Pandey of Ballia on phone a few months ago
and she introduced him to Veronica, who started giv-
ing him offers for investment in stock market by assur-
ing huge profit and also claimed to be niece of the
Prime Minister.

‘Don’t create an atmosphere of fear’:
SC to ED in Chhattisgarh liquor scam

and Pensions Dr Jitendra
Singh said that these ap-
pointments are being done
in the different Ministries
and Departments of the
Central government.

"In the last nine years,
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment has made available
several avenues through
which lakhs of opportuni-
ties for employment and
livelihood have been cre-
ated" he said.

The Rozgar Mela is a
step towards fulfilment of
the commitment of the
Prime Minister to accord
highest priority to employ-
ment generation.

The Rozgar Mela is ex-
pected to act as a catalyst in
further employment gen-
eration and provide mean-
ingful opportunities to the
youth for their empower-
ment and participation in
national development.

PM distributes 71k appointment letters to newly recruits
New Delhi, May 16 (UNI)

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday distrib-
uted about seventy-one
thousand appointment let-
ters to newly inducted re-
cruits in the government
services under the Rozgar
Mela through video
conferencing.

This is the fifth Rozgar
Mela being organised by
the government at 45 loca-
tions across the country.
Addressing the newly ap-
pointees, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said "in the
last 9 years, the Govern-
ment o has also given pri-
ority to making the govern-
ment recruitment process
faster, more transparent
and fair"

"During the last 9 years,
there has been a great focus
towards boosting employ-
ment opportunities in the
country. Be it building mod-

ern infrastructure or rural
development and policy of
the Government acts as a
door to generating employ-
ment for the youth" he said.

The Prime Minister said
the nature of Job has also
changed very fast in the last
9 years and in these chang-
ing circumstances, new sec-
tors have emerged for the
youth.

"The Central Govern-
ment is continuously sup-
porting these new sectors,
particularly a new revolu-
tion in start-up culture" he
added.

The speed and scale at
which India is working to-
day is also unprecedented
in the history of 75 years of
independence.

The Prime Minister said
the government has ex-
pended an amount worth
around 34 lakh crore rupees
as the Capital Expenditure

for the basic amenities of
people's lives. "In the latest
budget only, an amount
worth Rs. 10 lakh crore has
been earmarked for the
Capital Expenditure" he
said.

Talking about the
startups, he said since 2014,
the country has seen a new
revolution of the Startup
Culture. "There were around
100 Startups in the country
whereas the number stands
at around 1 lakh, today" he
added.

Speaking about Mudra
Yojana, the Prime Minister
said that an amount worth
around 23 lakh crore rupees
has been disbursed under
MUDRA Yojana and the
scheme has boosted entre-
preneurship and employ-
ment in an unprecedented
manner.

Union Minister for Per-
sonnel, Public Grievances

sons challenging the pro-
ceedings initiated by the
agency. The state govern-
ment has filed an
impleadment application in
the petition, contending
that officers of the excise
department have com-
plained alleging mental and
physical torture by ED offic-
ers during the probe and
there is an administrative
standstill due to the ED’s ac-
tions. It emphasised that
there is a law and order situ-
ation in the state.

The state government,
in its application, contended
that its officers are being
threatened by the agency
officials with their arrest or
arrest of their family mem-
bers and also being impli-
cated in cases if they do not
make and sign the state-
ment as desired by them
and to implicate the chief
minister and other senior
officers. The state govern-
ment has claimed that ED is
acting at the behest of po-
litical masters and the inves-
tigation is completely bi-
ased. The apex court has
asked ED to file its reply on
the state government’s ap-
plication. Senior advocate
Mukul Rohatgi and advo-
cate Sumeer Sodhi, repre-
senting the Chhattisgarh
government, submitted be-
fore the apex court that the
issue is of constitutional im-
portance and urged the
court to grant urgent hear-
ing in the matter.

New Delhi, May 16
(IANS) The Supreme Court
on Tuesday told the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) to not
create an atmosphere of
fear, following allegations by
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment that the agency was
attempting to implicate the
chief minister in a money
laundering case linked to
the alleged Rs 2,000 crore li-
quor scam in the state.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, representing the
Chhattisgarh government,
submitted before a bench

comprising justices S.K. Kaul
and A Amanullah that the
ED is running amok and
they are threatening excise
officers, and stressed that it
is a shocking state of affairs.
Sibal pressed that this is
happening because elec-
tions are coming.

Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral S.V. Raju, representing
ED, opposed Sibal’s submis-
sions and submitted that
the ED is probing a scam in
the state. The bench orally
told the probe agency
“Don’t create an atmo-

sphere of fear” and ob-
served that even a bonafide
cause becomes suspect
when the agency behaves
like this. The state govern-
ment has alleged that sev-
eral state excise department
officials have complained,
the ED is threatening them
and their family members
with arrest and the agency
is trying to implicate Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

The top court made
these observations while
hearing a plea filed by two
Chhattisgarh-based per-

“In north Karnataka,
Satish Jarkiholi is the leader.
He should be given the post.
Giving the Deputy Chief
Minister post to senior
leader Zameer Ahmad Khan
is left to the discretion of the
party,” Sait stated. Mean-
while, the supporters of
Ramalinga Reddy, senior
Congress leader demanded
that he should be given the
post.  The Karnataka Reddy
Jana Sangha Director
pointed out that Ramalinga
Reddy is the senior most
leader of the community.

Lingayats demand K’taka CM
post, lobbying begins for Dy CM
Bengaluru, May 16

(IANS) As the tussle for the
next Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter intensifies, the All India
Veerashaiva Mahasabha has
written to the Congress
high command demanding
the coveted post for the
community.

In its letter addressed to
AICC President Mallikarjun
Kharge, the Mahasabha said
that their demand has to be
considered as 34 elected
MLAs from the Congress are
Lingayats. It also said that
the party had given tickets

to 46 candidates, of which
34 won. “The community
has played a major role in
electing MLAs in other 50
seats. The community has
shifted its loyalty from BJP
to Congress,” says the letter.

Meanwhile, other com-
munity groups have also
come out and demanded
the Deputy Chief Minister’s
post for their leaders.
Belagavi North MLA Asif Sait
has demanded that the post
should be given to KPCC
Working President Satish
Jarkiholi.
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Thailand’s election
results: A win for

democracy
A democratic government in
Thailand may also help to repair a
split down the middle in the ASEAN
on how to get the Myanmar
military regime to implement the
transition plan to democracy

Thailand’s voters delivered a stunning verdict
against the domination of the military-royalty in their
country’s politics in elections held on Sunday.

General Prayuth Chan-Ocha, who unseated a ci-
vilian government in 2014, and got himself appointed
prime minister, had the support of the 3,00,000 strong
Thai army, royalist parties and the monarchy as he
went into this election to legitimise his position and
further entrench the military as the predominant
power in Thailand.

But two democratic parties, the Move Forward
Party led by 42-year-old Pita Limjaroenrat, and Pheu
Thai, led by ex-prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s
56-year-old daughter Yingluck Shinawatra, have won
more than 150 seats each in the 500-seat parliament.
Both leaders belong to wealthy business families that
rose up against the military in the last two decades.

Yingluck’s father was removed in a coup in 2006.
She was elected in 2011 and was prime minister for
three years until ousted by the military nearly a de-
cade ago; Pita, who owns a family rice bran oil busi-
ness and was a top executive with a South East Asian
cab aggregator, was elected parliamentarian of a
democratic party that was disbanded by the military,
a decision that triggered street and campus protests
against the military and monarchy in 2020-21.

He has established solid democratic credentials
by pledging that his Move Forward party will do away
with Thailand’s lese majeste laws, under which any-
one perceived as insulting the monarch or any mem-
ber of the royal family is liable to be jailed from three
to 15 years. An alliance between these two and other
like-minded parties is poised to give democratic par-
ties an absolute majority in Parliament.

A common concern today in many countries is
that ruling forces that lose elections may not accept
the results, and will try to stay on in power. With a
two-week timeline for government formation, Thais
fear their mandate may be overturned by Prayuth
with monetary inducements or military force or
through an unelected Senate that is dominated by
military appointees. Ten years in power gave Prayuth
enough time to stack all institutions, including the
Thai judiciary. But given the people’s mood, he may
be wary of turning Thailand into another Myanmar.
Indeed, the Thai election results will be celebrated by
pro-democracy forces in Myanmar who have taken
up arms against the military regime in that country.
A democratic government in Thailand may also help
to repair a split down the middle in the ASEAN on
how to get the Myanmar military regime to imple-
ment the transition plan to democracy called 5PC
(Five Point Consensus) to which the junta had agreed.

The rise of Liquidity Pools in DeFi: Understanding how they
work and their significance in the decentralized landscape

Liquidity is essential for the func-
tioning of the financial system, serv-
ing as its lifeblood. It refers to an asset's
ability to be quickly sold or exchanged
for another asset without significantly
affecting its price. Financial systems
can come to a standstill when funds
are not readily available. This applies
to traditional finance and emerging
blockchain-based financial products
and services, known as decentralized
finance or DeFi.

Liquidity Pool – an innovative
solution within DeFi

Liquidity pools are a unique inno-
vation within the DeFi ecosystem. Al-
though DeFi shares similarities with
conventional financial services, such as
lending and borrowing, it relies on
smart contracts, which are self-execut-
ing codes. These protocols enable us-
ers to lock their digital assets into a li-
quidity pool, which other participants
can access. This feature distinguishes
DeFi from traditional finance.

In simple terms, liquidity pools are
a collection of digital assets that en-
able trading on decentralized ex-
changes (DEXs) without intermediar-
ies. Liquidity pools provide a steady
supply of buyers and sellers, ensuring
that trading is executed quickly and
efficiently. They are an essential part of
the DeFi ecosystem as they facilitate
peer-to-peer trading on DEXs.

What attracts users to provide

liquidity?
For any investment, the primary

objective of any investment is to gain
rewards or incentives, and DeFi is no
exception. In DeFi, users deposit their
crypto assets into a pool with other
users, a process known as yield farm-
ing.

As a user, you might be wondering
what benefits you can gain by provid-
ing liquidity in DeFi. By becoming a
Liquidity Provider or LP, you can earn
additional income on your crypto as-
sets while still holding them. It's a
simple process of depositing your as-
sets into a pool with other users, and
then earning a portion of the fees gen-
erated from trading activities. Addi-
tionally, you can trade your assets with
other LPs on a DEX and receive liquid-
ity pool tokens representing your
share of assets.

By providing liquidity, you're not
only earning rewards, but you're also
contributing to the creation of liquid-
ity that is crucial for the DEXs to func-
tion. So not only are you earning more
money, but you're also helping to keep
the DeFi ecosystem thriving.

Automated Market Makers: The
efficient engine that powers the
system

First introduced in 2017 by a group
of developers at Bancor, AMMs has
gained widespread adoption in the
crypto space due to their ability to pro-

vide increased liquidity, lower transac-
tion costs, and greater accessibility for
traders.

Historically, market makers played
a key role in any market, the critical
differentiator in the case of AMMs is
the use of automation. Unlike conven-
tional market makers, which rely on
human traders to provide liquidity,
AMMs employ algorithms that auto-
matically set prices based on supply
and demand, leading to increased
market efficiency. As a result, liquidity
providers (LPs) earn passive income
through multiple revenue streams by
supplying their tokens on different
DeFi protocols.

Another salient point to note is
that market makers have traditionally
been spearheaded by institutional
players who ensure liquidity by con-
sistently buying and selling assets at
equitable prices.

In addition to increased accessibil-
ity, using AMMs on DeFi protocols is
also more cost-effective than tradi-
tional markets. Fees associated with
using AMMs are typically lower, mak-
ing it more affordable for all partici-
pants. This has been a significant fac-
tor in the growth of the DeFi ecosys-
tem, which has experienced exponen-
tial growth in recent years.

How can one join liquidity
pools? Which liquid pool to join?

To join a liquidity pool, one needs

to choose a DeFi platform, connect the
wallet, choose a liquidity pool that fits
the user's investment goals, deposit an
equal amount of two tokens, and con-
firm the transaction. One example of
a trading pair is ETH/USDT, where ETH
(Ethereum) and USDT (Tether) are two
different tokens that can be traded
against each other. In this case, a trader
could buy ETH with USDT or sell ETH
for USDT, depending on their trading
strategy and market conditions.

As a liquidity provider, the re-
wards are in the form of trading fees
and yield farming rewards.

To discern the most fitting liquid-
ity pools, users must undertake a com-
prehensive analysis taking into ac-
count the various use cases they serve.
Let's take the example of Uniswap,
which is a decentralized exchange.
Since it operates on open source, It al-
lows users to create new liquidity
pools for any token without charging
any fees. Another exchange called
Curve, which is also built on Ethereum
like Uniswap, is specialized for
stablecoin trading. Curve Finance pro-
vides significant value by ensuring re-
duced slippage using stablecoins
whose value remains almost consis-
tent.  Notably, these pools have be-
come an instrumental resource for on-
chain insurance, yield farming,
blockchain gaming, synthetic assets,
and borrowing-lending protocols.
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Travel Industry Trends 2023

By IANSlife
New Delhi, May 16 (IANSlife) Travel Industry Trends

2023, which was just released, provides important in-
sights into the current state of travel around the world,
which is characterised by evolving economic landscapes,
enduring consumer demands, and the reopening of
mainland China. Recent findings from the Mastercard
Economics Institute show that customers would prioritise
leisure travel in 2023 and will open up new routes
throughout the globe. They will also take use of a more
traditional travel ecosystem.

The 2023 prognosis is shaped by post-pandemic pref-
erences for experiences over things1 and a persistent
demand for leisure travel in the face of a shifting eco-
nomic situation. Business travel, which had initially lagged
behind pleasure travel, began to gain ground in the sec-
ond half of 2022, particularly in societies where return-
ing to work was valued highly. According to predictions
from the Mastercard Economics Institute, the reopening
of mainland China will boost global growth with a focus
on Asia Pacific, despite an uncertain economy causing

some cross-market turmoil.
Key findings include:
Leisure and business travel are

growing at the same pace: Driven by
the long-awaited lifting of travel re-
strictions in Asia, global leisure travel
remains robust, with flight bookings
up roughly 31 per cent in March 2023
compared to the same month in 2019.
2 In the second half of 2022 into early
2023, corporate flight bookings
caught up to leisure flight bookings
driven by regions with a strong return
to office culture. 3 Global leisure and
business travel are now growing at the
same rate. Our insights show demand
for in-person meetings, with the most
significant growth in commercial
travel and entertainment expenses
being led by Asia Pacific and Europe
up 64 per cent and 42 per cent, respec-
tively, between January-March 2023.

Mainland China's reopening ben-
efits global and Asia Pacific tourism:
China's reopening following tight
Covid regulations comes at a time
when it will likely have a positive im-
pact on the experience economy as
pent-up demand for travel is expected
to drive strong tailwinds. By March
2023, spending on experiences was
notably 93 per cent of where it was in

2019 despite minimal travel last
year.6Economies in the Asia Pacific re-
gion could be obvious beneficiaries of
China's opening, given their strong
ties to international trade, tourism, and
geographical proximity. Based on
Mastercard Economics Institute esti-
mates, other countries that are ex-
pected to benefit include northern
Europe - Germany and France - and
Brazil, which could see a boost in their
exports to China as the economy
recovers.4Travellers establish new cor-
ridors: As consumers are enjoying
higher incomes and returning to some
level of pre-pandemic comfort, they're
also starting to venture further from
home to new locations. For travellers
from the Asia Pacific region, the United
States and Australia remain favourite
destinations for spring and summer
journeys. Beginning in late 2022, visi-
tors to Hong Kong SAR started to in-
crease, with the destination edging its
way into the top 10 list and soaring to
#3 in February 2023. Luxury travel ex-
periences, such as splurging on high-
end accommodation and luxury travel
in places like France and Italy, will likely
entice Chinese tourists emerging from
a zero-Covid environment to rejoin the
experience economy.

Tourists continue to prioritise
experiences. Preference for experi-
ences over things persists, and trav-
ellers are demonstrating new de-
mand for the unique. Potentially in-
fluenced by social media and enter-
tainment, travellers are landing in
lesser-known destinations in search
of cultural immersion. As of March
2023, global spending on experi-
ences was up 65 per cent while
spending on things is up 12 per cent
compared to 2019.8 Experience-ori-
ented spending is surging in certain
corridors where pandemic
lockdowns have expired, but Chi-
nese tourists who traditionally over-
index on luxury retail compared to
other tourists could provide a boost
to goods spending across markets.

"In 2023, travel came roaring
back in Asia as China re-opened its
borders and other markets eased
the last of their pandemic-era travel
restrictions," said David Mann, Chief
Economist for Asia at the Mastercard
Economics Institute. "As people
around the world prioritise experi-
ences over things, the strong de-
mand for travel is expected to last
far beyond the initial 'revenge travel'
bump.

Communal agenda derailed BJP in K'taka, undermined development
By M.K. Ashoka
Bengaluru, May 16 (IANS) Despite successfully

implementing a slew of developmental projects,
massive drubbing in the May 10 Karnataka Assem-
bly polls has come as a major blow to the overcon-
fident BJP, say experts.

From Bengaluru-Mysuru Expressway to Upper
Bhadra River Project, from fancy new International
airport in Shivamogga to state-of-the art Terminal
2 at the Bengaluru International airport, BJP had just
delivered projects which would ensure future
growth of the state.

Besides constructing new medical colleges at
Yadgir, Haveri which are considered as most back-
ward districts, the party also built a medical college
at Chikmagalur and Chikkaballapur and planned a
new airport in Hassan.

It also upgraded railway stations at Davanagere,
Hospet and Belagavi, the experts opine.

The BJP supporters rue that in spite of effective
implementation of the projects, BJP was shunted
out for freebies and over caste considerations. The
social media is abuzz with such posts, triggering an
intense debate.

The argument seems in place as Bengaluru-
Mysuru Expressway reduced travel time between
two major cities of the state by two hours. The Up-
per Bhadra River project kindled hope in the whole
region of central Karnataka. Swanky terminal 2 at
the Bengaluru airport was the pride of all Kannada
people. Medical colleges in the aspirational districts
lifted up prospectus of the regions and people
cheered for them.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had personally
flown down to Shivamogga to inaugurate the in-
ternational airport on the occasion of the birthday
of former Chief Minister  B.S. Yediyurappa. It was the

dream project of Yediyurappa.
While campaigning, the PM had

said that he would depute the whole
of New Delhi in the service of
Karnataka people. However, nothing
seems to have worked for the saffron
party.

On the other hand, Congress's
promises of free 10 kilograms of rice,
200 units of free power, Rs 2,000 allow-
ance for women, Rs 2,000 allowance

for two years for unemployed gradu-
ates, Rs 1,500 for unemployed youth
and free travel for women in state
transport struck a chord with masses.

The projects implemented by BJP
didn't give relief for masses belonging
to below poverty line, poor, lower
middle class and middle class reeling
under price rise.

Karnataka Congress President D.K.
Shivakumar appealed to voters on
polling day not to forget to see their

LPG cylinders and the whopping cost
and then cast their votes.

Also, the voters didn't like Muslim
hatred propagated by the BJP and
Hindutva forces. The pot-boiling situ-
ation during the hijab crisis, boycott
calls on Muslim traders, revenge kill-
ings, focus of Al-Qaeda terrorist
organisation and cooker bomb blast
also didn't go down well with the
peace loving people of Karnataka.

BJP's attempts of re-
versal of Muslim quota
and pitting major
Vokkaliga and Lingayat
communities against
Muslims also fell flat.
Vokkaliga seer intervened
and ordered BJP leaders
not to rake up the issue of
Uri Gowda and Nanje
Gowda killing Mysuru
ruler Tipu Sultan any fur-
ther. This came as the big-
gest setback for ruling BJP

ahead of polls.
The arrogant tone of Union Home

Minister Amit Shah and BJP National
President J.P. Nadda that BJP is "inevi-
table" for Karnataka's development
also wan not received well.

Opposition party leaders re-
minded that Karnataka is the second
state after Maharashtra in terms of
generating revenues for the central
government and the cost of projects
built by the BJP government is noth-
ing when compared to what it gets

from the state.
Large number of people es-

pecially in south Karnataka are
beneficiaries of the land re-
forms brought by the Congress.
Karnataka was one of the states
which implemented land re-
forms effectively in the country.
Lakhs of people fulfilled their
dream of owningAAlands. The
goodwill is intact till date and
it was evident during the
Bharat Jodo Yatra of Rahul
Gandhi. BJP just brushed it
aside.

The previous Congress
governments had built all re-
search institutes in Bengaluru
and made it a hub of research
and innovation. It developed it
as an IT city. Mallikarjun Kharge
has brought state-of-the-art
ESI hospitals to the state when
he was Union Minister for La-
bor. He also brought Article 371
J special status to Hyderabad-
Karnataka region.

Despite what the Congress
did for the state in the past,
people had chosen BJP. Now,
they have returned to the Con-
gress.

Instead of ranting about a
handful of projects, the BJP
should introspect and find out
what really went wrong and
stop humiliating Karnataka
people.

Want to see my brother as CM: Shivakumar's
brother after meeting Kharge

New Delhi, May 16 (IANS) Even as
Congress' Karnataka unit chief D.K.
Shivakumar called off his Delhi trip to
meet party President Mallikarjun
Kharge citing ill-health, his brother and
party MP D.K. Suresh arrived in the
national capital and said that he wants
his brother to be as the Chief Minister.

Suresh, who arrived in the national
capital late in the evening came to
Kharge's residence.

"I want my brother to be the Chief
Minister," he told the media after
meeting Kharge, to questions if he
wants his brother to hold the top post
in the state.

Earlier in the day, Congress' three
central observers met Kharge at his
residence here on Monday evening
and held deliberations over govern-
ment formation in Karnataka.

Former Maharashtra Chief Minister

Sushil Kumar Shinde, General Secre-
tary Jitendra Singh and party leader
Deepak Babaria met Kharge at his resi-
dence along with party General Sec-
retary, Organisation, K.C. Venugopal
and General Secretary in-charge for
Karnataka Randeep Singh Surjewala.

Shinde, Singh and Bawaria were
deputed as observers for the
Karnataka CLP meeting by Kharge on

Sunday afternoon. The observers had
returned from Bengaluru on Monday
afternoon, after they had held discus-
sion with the party MLAs in the state
on Sunday evening.

They had taken the views of the
newly elected MLAs in Bengaluru in
one-on-one interactions late on Sun-
day night.The party sources indicated
that the observers informed Kharge of
the views of MLAs on the new Chief
Minister and the government forma-
tion in Karnataka.Meanwhile, speak-
ing to media outside the residence of
Kharge after arriving from Bengaluru,
Congress leader Syed Naseer Hussain
said: "On May 13, the results were an-
nounced, on May 14, the CLP meeting

was held and on May 15 all the observ-
ers came to Delhi."He said that in Delhi
"we have our senior leadership, where
party chief Kharge and former party
chiefs Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
are here and here we have General
Secretary, Organisation (Venugopal)
and General Secretary in-charge of
Karnataka (Surjewala) too".

"So they will discuss what is best
for the state, what is best for the
people of the state and what is best
for the state Congress. As the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections are next year, we will
discuss accordingly," Hussain said,
who is also the whip of the CPP in
Rajya Sabha.

Asked if any announcement will be
made by Tuesday morning, he said,
"We will do as soon as we can, as well
as we will have to make preparations
for the oath ceremony."

About the relative prospects of
Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar, he said:
"Both of them are senior leaders and
both of them fought from the front,
both of them have strengthened the
Congress, both of them have built the
campaign against the BJP and worked
hard and both of them are capable, but
only one can become the CM. But let's
see what is the opinion of the CLP."

A Congress source said that the
party observers for Karnataka have
submitted their report on the opinion
of MLAs on the CLP leader to Kharge,
who will consult UPA Chairperson
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi to ar-
rive at a final decision.

Odisha EOW arrests builder for
cheating investors of Rs 15 cr

Bhubaneswar, May 16 (IANS) Eco-
nomic Offence Wing (EOW) of Odisha
police on Tuesday arrested a builder
for allegedly duping 127 investors of
Rs 15 crore, officials said.

Accused Jyoti Ranjan Mishra, man-
aging director of real estate company
Mishra Creations Pvt. Ltd. Mishra had
cheated complainant Swadesh Ray
Chaudhury as well as other investors
in the name of giving flats in his
project 'Utopia' at Chandaka in the
outskirts of Bhubaneswar.

Chaudhury has booked a flat in the
above said project in the year 2016
and paid an advance of Rs 16 lakhs to
Mishra. As per agreement, the flat was
to be handed over within 30 months,
but till date, neither the real estate firm

handed over him the flat nor he was
refunded the invested amount, the
officials said.

The accused Mishra has collected
amounts to the tune of Rs 15 crore
from 127 investors from 2016 onwards
promising them flats in the Utopia
project. The real estate company was
to hand over the flats within 30
months of booking.

The investors were made to enter
into a tripartite agreement for financ-
ing with the banks and many of them
paid almost 95 per cent of the total
cost of the flats.

However, the real estate company
did not hand over any single flat to the
investors even after the elapse of 8
years, they said.--IANS

'Shadow or implicit ban on The Kerala
Story is false & baseless': TN to SC

New Delhi, May 16 (IANS) The Tamil
Nadu Police have told the Supreme
Court that filmmakers of the film 'The
Kerala Story', have made deliberate
misleading statements that the state
government has brought about a
"shadow or implicit ban" on the
screening of the film and emphasized
that film was released in 19 multi-
plexes, even after protests and objec-
tions by Muslim organisations, was re-
moved due to poor response.

The Additional Director General of
Police (Law & Order), in a counter affi-
davit said: "it is submitted that moti-
vated by malafide intentions and in an
attempt to seek publicity, the petition-
ers have made sweeping allegations
against the Respondent No. 4 despite
fact that the State of Tamil Nadu is dis-
charging its positive obligation to cre-
ate and maintain conditions in which

the film can be screened. The exhibi-
tors have themselves stopped the
screening of the movie due to the
poor audience response and the gov-
ernment cannot do anything to in-
crease audience patronage for the said
film, except provide security to the cin-
ema theatres."

The state police - maintaining that
there is no explicit or implicit, on the
film - contended that the multiplex
owners themselves have cited the
poor box office collection owing to the
absence of any popular stars in the
film as the reason to stop the screen-
ing of the film. It stressed that the state
exercises no control and the decision
was made by the theatre owners on
their own and the state had no role to
play over the same.The police said, "In
an effort to protect the right to free-
dom of speech and expression of the

petitioners, the state has taken ad-
equate measures to safeguard multi-
plex owners from any potential threats
and repercussions of screening the
film..." The police stressed that the
state facilitated the theatre owners to
scre on May 5, despite backlash from
certain Muslim organisations.

On apex court's notice on
filmmaker's plea against 'shadow ban',
the police said the petitioners have
not produced a single document or
order or proof to show that Tamil Nadu
took steps to ban the screening of the
film and the film in Hindi was released
in 19 multiplexes across the state on
May 5.The affidavit said the police
lodged nine cases against the protest-
ers and over 965 police personnel, in-
cluding 25 DSPs, were posted for the
protection of the 21 movie theatres
which had screened the film.
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SRK says he had no money after buying
Mannat, so he turned to Gauri for the refurb

Mumbai, May 16 (IANS)
Shah Rukh Khan ranks
among the richest super-
stars in the country, but
when he bought his land-
mark house, Mannat, he says
he was practically broke and
didn't have any money to
get it refurbished and fur-
nished, so his wife Gauri
Khan turned designer for
the house.

King Khan, who made a
spectacular comeback ear-
lier this year with 'Pathaan',
was interacting with the
media during the launch of
Gauri Khan's coffee-table
book, 'My Life In Design'.

Sharing the interesting
story behind their house
Mannat and how Gauri
Khan entered the world of
designing, Shah Rukh said:
"When we bought Mannat,
it was way beyond our
means, and once we were
done buying the house, we
didn't have money to deco-
rate it. We hired a designer,
only to realise we couldn't
afford him.

"So, I turned to Gauri, as
she had artistic talent, and

asked her to be the designer
for our house. Mannat
started like that, and over
time, we earned and kept
buying little stuff for the
house. We even once went
to South Africa to buy
leather for the sofas, and I
think that training ground
got her into designing."

Gauri Khan's book
charts out her journey as a
designer with exclusive pic-
tures of her and her family.
Unseen images of Mannat
and the design thought
processes that went into
turning around the heritage
property, and other key
projects as well, are a part of

the book.
Her most challenging

project has been designing
the Red Chillies Entertain-
ment office.She said: "Every
project is dear to a designer,
whether you're working on
something big or small,
each project has challenges,
and we have to give it our
best.

I have been working for
so many years, but I think
Shah Rukh's project, the Red
Chillies office, was a tough
one to crack. Our team was
always struggling to get his
approval because he would
come up with a better de-
sign, at all times."--IANS

Parineeti Chopra tells Priyanka 'didi':
'Bridesmaid duties coming up'

Mumbai, May 16 (IANS)
Bollywood actress Parineeti
Chopra has told her 'didi'
Priyanka Chopra Jonas to
prepare for "bridesmaid du-
ties", cryptically hinting at
her impending wedding.

Parineeti dropped a
comment on a post by her
actress-sister Priyanka, who
is fondly called as 'Mimi' by
her family.

Priyanka had shared
some unseen pictures from
Parineeti's engagement
with AAP leader Raghav
Chadha. She had also shared
a congratulatory message.

Priyanka had written:
"Congratulations Tisha and
Raghav... Cannot wait for the
wedding! So happy for you
both and the families so fun

to catch up with the fam!"
Reacting to that,

Parineeti replied on Tues-
day: "Mimi didii -
bridesmaid's duties coming
upppp!"

Parineeti and Raghav
got engaged in New Delhi
on May 13.It was an intimate

ceremony and was also at-
tended by politicians includ-
ing Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, former finance minis-
ter P Chidambaram and Shiv
Sena leader Aditya
Thackeray.--IANS

Payal Dev's 'Kam
Toh Nahi' is a tale of
a bitter-sweet love

Mumbai, May 16 (IANS)
Playback singer Payal Dev,
who is known for 'Genda
Phool', released her new
single titled 'Kam Toh Nahi'
on Tuesday.  The song, which
has been composed and
sung by her, also features
Digangana Suryavanshi and
Rohit Purohit. Penned by
Kunaal Vermaa, the music
video of the track directed by
Video Brains has been shot
extensively in Goa at some
picturesque locations and
showcases a forgotten bitter-
sweet love between the leads.

Shruti Haasan to be guest of honour at
gender parity conference in Cannes

Mumbai, May 16 (IANS)
Actress Shruti Haasan will
attend the prestigious
Cannes Film Festival as the
guest of honour for their
round table conference on
gender parity.

The conference, titled
'Activating Change', hosted
by 'Breaking through the
lens' aims to discuss the
challenges and opportuni-

ties for women in the enter-
tainment industry, and ex-
plore ways to create a more
equitable and inclusive en-
vironment.

Their objective is to pro-
vide realistic solutions for
underserved filmmakers
with a multicultural, inter-

sectional, and results-driven
approach.Shruti has been
very vocal about her opin-
ions on women's rights and
gender equality. The actress
has been a strong supporter
of initiatives aimed at pro-
moting gender parity.

On the work front, Shruti
awaits the release of her in-
ternational project 'The Eye',
where she plays a widow

visiting a greek island to
spread her deceased
husband's ashes.

She also has the action-
packed film 'Salaar'. The ac-
tress stars opposite Prabhas
and is directed by the block-
buster KGF filmmaker
Prashanth Neel.

Mrunal Thakur gears up to make her
grand Cannes Film Festival debut
Mumbai, May 16 (IANS)

Actress Mrunal Thakur is all
set to attend and make her
much awaited debut at the
prestigious Cannes Film Fes-

tival and will be in the
French Rivera from May 17-
19.

Talking about her
Cannes debut, Mrunal said:
"I am thrilled to be attend-

ing the Cannes Film Festival
for the first time. It is an
honour to represent Grey
Goose at such a prestigious
platform.""I am looking for-

ward to inter-
acting with
global film-
makers, explor-
ing new oppor-
tunities, and
s h o w c a s i n g
the talent that
Indian cinema
has to offer."

Mrunal is
currently film-

ing for her next major south
project, 'Nani 30', and will
soon be seen in the lead role
in films including 'Pooja
Meri Jaan', 'Pippa' and 'Lust
Stories 2'.-IANS

Randeep Hooda spent time with real cop
Avinash Mishra for 'Inspector Avinash'
Mumbai, May 16 (IANS)

Actor Randeep Hooda, who
is known for films like 'Laal
Rang', 'Jannat 2', 'Monsoon
Wedding', 'Sarbjit' and sev-
eral others, has shared that
for his webseries 'Inspector
Avinash', he spent time with
real life cop Avinash Mishra.

The cop drama is in-
spired by Avinash Mishra
and his fight against crime.
Set in Uttar Pradesh of the
1990s, it shows Avinash
Mishra battling with his
team to curb the grow-
ing mafia dominance
and illegal arms trade.

Talking about the
series, Randeep Hooda
said: "As an actor, I am
always drawn towards
real-life stories of un-
sung heroes. It is impor-
tant to tell stories rooted
in India, stories that de-
pict the struggles and
triumphs of our people.
Mishra's story is nothing
short of a real-life modern
day Robinhood, fighting
against crime and standing
up for what's right and I am
truly honoured to be a part
of this heroic story. While I

love playing cop roles, this
role was different. I spent a
lot of time with Avinash ji to
get the nuances right."

The show, written and
directed by Neerraj Pathak,
also features Urvashi
Rautela, Amit Sial,
Abhimanyu Singh, Shalin
Bhanot, Freddy Daruwala,
Rahul Mittra, and Adhyayan
Suman in pivotal roles.

Shot in never-seen-be-

fore locations of Uttar
Pradesh, the series features
a unique mix of urban and
rural locations, showcasing
its beauty and complexities.

The series will drop on
May 18 on JioCinema.

Rachel Brosnahan responds to
'Superman: Legacy' casting rumour

Los Angeles, May 16
(IANS) Actress Rachel
Brosnahan has broken her
silence on a report linking
her to 'Superman: Legacy'.

After it was reported
that she is among the mix
to play Lois Lane in the up-
coming DCEU movie, the
actress has expressed in-
terest in starring in the film,
report aceshowbiz.com.

"The Marvelous Mrs
Maisel" star was asked
about being one of the
frontrunners to play Lois
Lane during her appearance
on 'The View'.

"I mean, look, take every-
thing you read on the
internet with a grain of salt
is my first piece of advice,"
she coyly said at first.

While she neither con-
firmed nor denied the news,
the Emmy winner added:

"Look, it would be extraordi-
nary. I grew up watching
Lois Lane, this incredibly tal-
ented journalist, far from a
damsel in distress, and I

would jump at the chance if
it arose."

Brosnahan was also talk-
ing about the final season of
her critically-acclaimed
Amazon series 'The Marvel-
ous Mrs Maisel' and her role
in the Broadway revival of
the Lorraine Hansberry play
'The Sign in Sidney

Brustein's Window' during
the interview with the talk
show's co-hosts.

The Hollywood Re-
porter was the first to report

that Brosnahan is
among the names
being considered
to portray the love
interest of Clark
Kent a.k.a. Super-
man. She report-
edly delivered an
"outstanding" au-
dition, but at 32,
she might be not

the Lane that James Gunn
is looking for, which is a he-
roic Metropolis character in
her twenties.Other names
eying the part reportedly
included 'Bridgerton' star
Phoebe Dynevor, Emma
Mackey of Netflix's series
'Sex Education' and 'Scream
VI' star Samara Weaving.

NOTIFICATION
GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT

REVENUE DEPARTMENT
SECRETARIAT, GANDHINAGAR

(The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013) (30 of

2013)
District : Surat   Date : 06 MAY, 2023
No.AM-M-2023-172-LSU-122022-1264-GII

Whereas it appears to the Government of Gujarat that,the land
specified in the SCHEDULE annexed hereto,is likely to be needed
for the publice purpose of Construction of infrastructure project
of “ENTRY/EXIT AT RUPALI CANAL METRO STATION CORRIDOR-
1”(hereinafter referred to as “the Public Purpose Project”)
1. Now whereas, the  Government of Gujarat,  Revenue

Department has, in exercise of the powers confierred, by
section 10A (inserted by section 3 of The Right to Fair
Compernsation and Transparency in Land Acquisition.
Rehabilitaion and Resettlement (Gujarat Amendment)
Act. 2016 (Gujarat Act No.12 of 2016) of The Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition.
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act.2013 (30 of 2013)
(hereinafter referred to as “ The Act”) exepted. in public
interest, by Notification No. AM-M-2022-283-LSU-
122022-1264-GH. Dated: 15/07/2022, published in the
Extraordinary  Gazette of Gujarat Government dated:04/
08/2022, the below mentioned Scheduled area of land,
to be acquired for the infrastructure project of The “
ENTRY/EXIT AT RUPALICANAL METRO STATION
CORRIDOR-1’’ from the application of the provisions of
Chapter ll and lll of The Act,and

2. Now whereas, in exercise of the power conferred  by sub-
section(1) of section 43 of the Act,The Government of
Gujarat has appointed by Notification no.AM-M-2022-
375-LSU-122022-1264-GH, Dated:03/10/2022, Special
Land Acquisition officer Branch No. 4.Surat as the
Administrator of Rehabilitaion and Resttlement in
respect of the schedule land to be acquired for
construction of the captioned infrastructure project and.

3. Now whereas, in exercise of the powers fonferred by sub-
section(1) of section 11 of “ The Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Lnad Acquisition,
Rehabiliation and Resettlement Act,2013 (30 of 2013)
(hereinafter referred to as The Act) the  Government of
Gujarat. has notified, vide their Notification No.AM-M-
2022-375-LSU-122022-1264-GH. Dated:03/10/2022, that
the said scjeduled land is required for the public purpose
specified here above,

4. And whereas, the Government of Gujarat is satisfied  after
considering the report made by The District Collector,
Surat under sub-section (2) of section 15 of The Act, that
the said land is needed to be acquired for “ The Public
Purpose Project” specified in the schedule hereto. and

5. Now therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by
sub-section (1) of section 19 of The Act, the Government
of Gujarat hereby declares that the said scheduled lands
is required for the public purpose specified in the
schedule hereto.

6. In exercise of the powers conferred by claus (g) of  section
-3 of The Actl, the Government of Gujarat hereby
appoints. Special Land Acquisition officer Branch No. 4,
Surat to perform the functions of a Collrctor, for all
proceeding dereinafiter to be carried out under The Act,
in respect of the said scheduled lands.

7. The Plans of scheduled lands can be inspected at the
Office of the Special Land Acquisition officer Branch No.4
M.S.Building, Nanpura, Surat.

(Bhavin Patel)
Deputy Secretary to Government.Mahiti/Surat/226/2023

Be order in the name of the Governor of Gujarat.

SCHEDULE
SURAT METRO RAIL PROJECT CORRIDOR-1 (RUPALI

CANAL METRO STATION)

S.r. Village T.P.No. F.P. No Ward No. City Survey Area of Land

No. . No. Acquired
Land (Sq.Mts.)

1 Majura 9 167       - 812 112.00
(Majura) 813 112.00

Total 224.00

ANKLESHWAR NAGAR SEVA SADAN
TENDER NOTICE E-TENDERING

Ankleshwar Nagarpalika invite Online Tenders for the work of Water body development work at kamlam lake near modinagar at Ankleshwar
with 5 years operation and maintenance under Amrut 2.0 swap 1.0 and Amrut sarovar form the registered Contractors in the list of approved
categories is summonded. Tender for this work can be found at www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in and www.nprocure.com and tenders
have to be filled online at the website.

Sr.                          WORK Amount Rs.
NO
1 Water body development work at kamlam lake near modinagar at Ankleshwar with 5 years operation and 2,42,99,523/-

maintenance under Amrut 2.0 swap 1.0 and Amrut sarovar. (3rd Attempt)
The Schedule regarding E-tendering is as Follows

Note: The Authority to approve and reject tenders shall rest with the municipality.
Keshavlal M.Koladiya

Chief Officer
Sandip B.Patel

Chairman

Vinay R.Vasava
President

Ankleshwar Nagarpalika, Ankleshwar INF/BCH/103/23-24

Last Date and Time for downloading tender Documents from online From 13:00 hrs on 18/05/2023 to 18.00 hrs
website on 01/06/2023
Date and Time for Site visit On  20/05/2023 at 11:00 AM
Pre-Bid conference Date and Time On 20/05/2023 at 04:00 PM at Ankleshwar Municipality, Ankleshwar
Last date and Time of online submission On 01/06/2023 at 18:00PM
Last and Time of tender papers with tender fee and E.M.D. On 05/06/2023 up to 18:00 hrs should be sent to Chief Officer

Ankleshwar Municipal Office hand to  hand/speed post/RPAD.
Technical Bid Open Date and Time, If possible On 06/06/2023 at 12:00 hrs.

GUJARAT INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

(A Govt of Gujarat Undertacking)
Office of the Superintending Engineer (CG)
2nd Floor, Narmada Commercial Complex,
M.G.Road, Panchbatti, Bharuch-392001

Phone: (02642)242432/242442 FAX:(02642)241902

E-TENDER NOTICE No. 05 of 2023-24
The tenders for the works having minimum cost
Rs,33,99,90,244.00 to maximum cost Rs.
76,17,21,582.00 are invited by office of the
Superintending Engineer(CG), G.I.D.C., Bharuch under
jurisdiction of Ankleshwer office through online. Tender
for online works sr.no. 01 to 03.
The Tenders for Online work be can upload-download
on  website www.nproucre.com. The detailed tender
notice can be seen in GIDC office notice board/GIDC
website www.gidc.gujarat.gov.in/ information
department website www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in.
Right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning
any reasons thereof are reserved by G.I.D.C., which
will be binding to all bidders.Exemption Certificate for
Earnest Money Deposit Should not be acceptable.
Please stay  touring web site- www.nproucre.com for
any corrigendum/addendum/modification till last date
of receipt.

INF/BCH/106/23-24

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (CG)

G.I.D.C., Bharuch

GUJARAT INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

(A Govt of Gujarat Undertacking)
Office of the Superintending Engineer (CG)
2nd Floor, Narmada Commercial Complex,
M.G.Road, Panchbatti, Bharuch-392001

Phone: (02642)242432/242442 FAX:(02642)241902

E-TENDER NOTICE NO.04 of 2023-24
The tenders for the works having minimum cost
Rs.32,79,306.68 to maximum cost
Rs.50,19,24,537.01 are invited by office of the
Superintending Engineer (CG), G.I.D.C., Bharuch
under jurisdiction of various offices through online,
Tender for online works sr.no.01 to 03.
The Tenders for Online works be can upload-
download on  website www.nproucre.com. The
detailed tender  notice can be seen in GIDC office
notice board/GIDC website
www.gidc.gujarat.gov.in/ information department
website www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in. Right to
reject any or all the tenders without assigning any
reasons thereof are reserved by G.I.D.C., which will
be binding to all bidders. Exemption Certificate for
Earnest Money Deposit Should not be acceptable.
Please stay  touring web site- www.nproucre.com
for any corrigendum/addendum/modification till last
date of receipt.

INF/BCH/101/23-24

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (CG)

G.I.D.C., Bharuch

Ankleshwar Nagarpalika, Ankleshwar
Tender Notice

Ankleshwar nagarpalika invite online Tender for
different 12 civil works. Total Tender costs Rs.122
Lakh. Tender download from www.nprocure.com
and information account website
www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in will be available
from Dt.18/05/2023 to 29/05/2023. Physical
Document should reached on or before 02/06/
2023 at Ankleshwar Nagarpalika office by RPAD/
Speed post only.

Chief Officer
A.N.P.

INF/BCH/104/23-24

Chairman
A.N.P.

President
A.N.P.

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  YAKUB ISA MAHMED

DADA PATEL to YAKUB ISA
MAHMED DADA

Add. 351, Khariwala Faliyu,
At Po. Vorasamni Tal. Vagra

Dist. Bharuch-392012
V033-D

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  BHANUBAHEN

MANOJKUMAR PATEL to
BHANUBEN MANOJKUMAR

PATEL
Add. A-34, Ambika Nagar

Society, Near Jalaram
Mandir, Ankleshwar,

Bharuch-393001
V033-C

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  RAJNIKANT

PARSOTTAMBHAI  PATEL to
RAJANIKANT

PARSOTTAMBHAI  PATEL
Add. E-34/8, Birla Copper

Township, Lakhigam,
Bharuch-392130

V033-B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  MARIYAM YAKUB DADA

PATEL to MARIYAM
YAKUB DADA

Add. 351, Khariwala Faliyu,
At Po. Vorasamni Tal. Vagra

Dist. Bharuch-392012
V033-A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 NITABEN RAJNIKANT

PATEL to NITBEN
RAJANIKANT PATEL

Add. E-34/8, Birla Copper
Township, Lakhigam,

Bharuch-392130
V033

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 C ARVINTHAN to

CHANDRASEKARAN
ARVINTHAN

Add. Plot No.405,
Akshardeep Apartment,
Sector-30, Gandhinagar

B080
CHANGE OF NAME

I have changed my old name
from

  CHANDRIKABAHEN
CHAMANBHAI PATEL to

CHANDRIKABEN
CHAMANBHAI PATEL

Add. 12, Shayona Darshan
Bunglow Opp. Gujarat High

Court Ghatlodiya
Ahmedabad-380061

750

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PATEL ANKEETABEN

PRADIPKUMAR to PATEL
ANKEETA PRADIPKUMAR

Add. 141, Madhav Park Part-
4, Pranami Nagar Road,

Vastral,
 Ahmedabad-382418

752

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SANJAY KUMAR to

SANJAY KEVALCHAND
BAFNA

Add. B-4, Jay Jinendra
Tower, Fatehnagar, Paldi

 Ahmedabad
753A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  HARSHILKUMAR

MANISHKUMAR PATEL to
HARSHIL MANISHKUMAR

PATEL
Add. 5/50, Kankaria

Municipal Officer Flat, Juna
Dhor Bazar, Kankaria,

 Ahmedabad
753

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SHALVI PARESH

THAKKAR to SHAILVI YASH
THAKKAR

Add. 15, Nest Bunglow,
Heavan Park Road,

Ramdevnagar, Ahmadabad
City, Satellite,

 Ahmedabad-380015
754

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SAIYAD SALAUDDIN
ZENUDDIN to TIRMIZI

SALAUDDIN ZENUDDIN
Add. 1912/7, Tirmizi Building

Raikhad,
 Ahmedabad-380001

751

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  GOVANI KUNDANBEN

JAYANTIBHAI to  GOVANI
KUNDANBEN JAYANTILAL

Add. B-129, Mrudul Park
Part-3, Ghatlodiya,

Ahmedabad
755

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  GOVANI JAYANTIBHAI
VRUJLAL to  GOVANI

JAYANTILAL VRUJLAL
Add. B-129, Mrudul Park

Part-3, Ghatlodiya,
Ahmedabad

755A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PATEL PAYAL NARANBHAI

to   PATEL PAYAL ARTH
Add. 95, Suyog Bunglows,

Near Akesan Fatak Crossing
Ahmedabad Highway,

Palanpur,
 Banaskantha-385001

B031

Manufacturer & Exporter
of Speciality  Chemicals

CMC-Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose
For Textiles, Detergents, Paints, Pesti-

cide, Ceramic, Oil well drilling,  Welding
Electrodes etc.

CMS-Carboxy Methyl Starch
For Textiles, Briquettes,

Cellulose Powder For welding rods
Address : Plot No 5623/c, Phase II,

GIDC Industrial Area, Vatva,
Ahmedabad-382445. Gujarat India.

CONTACT +91 98799 97220,
 E-MAIL : info@patelindustries.co.in

Michelle Yeoh says taking
'Wicked' role was a 'risk'
Los Angeles, (IANS) Oscar-winning actress Michelle

Yeoh is saying that taking on the role in the 'Wicked' musi-
cal was a "risk." "I'm trying something new right now - film-
ing Jon Chu's Wicked movie, which will be my first musi-
cal," Yeoh said during the Fifth Annual Meihodo Interna-
tional Youth Visual Media Festival in Japan, reports Dead-
line. "It's very exciting, and I can't wait for you all to see it. It
was a risk, but you will never know which doors will open
for you unless you try them all." Yeoh will be playing the
role of Madame Morrible, the headmistress of Shiz
University's Crage Hall where Elphaba and Glinda attend,
in the film adaptation of the Broadway musical. The star
will be teaming up again with Chu after working on Crazy
Rich Asians in 2018. 'Wicked' will be broken into two parts
with Wicked Part One slated to drop on Wednesday, No-
vember 27, 2024. Chu shared on Instagram why they opted
to make two films for the musical. "As we tried to cut songs
or trim characters, those decisions began to feel like fatal
compromises to the source material that has entertained
us all for so many years," Chu said in an open letter posted
on Instagram. "So we decided to give ourselves a bigger
canvas and make not just one Wicked movie but TWO!!!!
With more space, we can tell the story of Wicked as it was
meant to be told while bringing even more depth and sur-
prise to the journeys of these beloved characters."
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Ahmedabad:  Mother’s
Day Food Festival was cel-
ebrated at R Kitchen, Renais-
sance Ahmedabad. R
Kitchen, the all-day multi-
cuisine dining restaurant at
the hotel  hosted a special
event to pay tribute to the
selfless love, care, and sup-
port all mothers, to Cel-
ebrate Mother's Day in Style
at Renaissance Ahmedabad
Hotel~.

The dedicated team at R
Kitchen has curated a spe-
cial menu, featured six
unique dishes created from
the cherished recipes of the
talented chefs' mothers.
Each chef showcased their
favourite childhood dish
and shared the heart-warm-
ing story behind it. The culi-
nary extravaganza was cul-
minate on the Mother’s Day
with a sum-up Sunday
Brunch, featured all the 6
chef's special creations.

 R Kitchen Chefs shared
their experience

PAHADI MURGH SHIKAR
- By Chef Balwant,  "Since my
house is in the mountains,
we used to go hunting in
the jungle and feast along
with friends. The spices we
used while preparing the
meat were hand grinded
fresh in silbatta.

Renaissance Ahmedabad Hotel
Celebrated Mother's Day

 LASANIYA BATAKA -By
Chef Hardik,  "This recipe re-
minds me of my village life.
All my family members used
to go on a picnic once a week
and prepare this recipe by
collecting wood, stones for
chulha, and water from the
nearby river for cooking. We
used to enjoy this recipe with
my mummy's delicious
thepla & bajre ki roti."

KER SANGRI- By Chef
Govind,  "Being a marwari,
this delicious sabzi has been
my favorite especially when
prepared by my grand-
mother. We had 3 khejri trees
just behind our house. She
used to make ker sangri with
different variations like dahi
vali ker sagri sukhi sangri, dry

fruit sangri and fried sangri
etc."

MACHER JHOL WITH
VEGETABLES -By Chef Halim,
"Residing near the beach, I
love to eat seafood. I used to
go fishing with my father in
his leisure time. This curry is
very healthy and tampered
with mild spices. This is my
personal favourite."

KALO MAAS KODAAL -By
Chef Niraj Thapa, “This was
one of my childhood memo-
ries which my mother used
to cook every day. I belong to
Nepal and Jimbu (herb be-
longing to the onion family)
is readily available here and I
love the taste of it.Whenever
I visit  my mothers, she still
prepares it for me”

AHMEDABAD   WEDNESDAY 17/5/2023

Surat, In order to carry
out the work for Strength-
ening of Bridge ap-
proaches by Geo cells for
Bridge No. 445 between
Udhna – Surat section and
Bridge No. 275 in
Karambeli – Vapi section, a
block will be taken. The
block will be undertaken
on UP line from 12.10 hrs
to 16.40 hrs for Bridge No.
445 and from 13.10 hrs to
17.40 hrs for Bridge No.
275, on Tuesday, 16th May,
2023. Similarly, a block will
be undertaken on DOWN
line from 09.10 hrs to 13.40
hrs for Bridge No. 275 and
from 10.50 hrs to 15.20 hrs
for Bridge No. 445, on
Wednesday, 17th May,
2023. Due to these blocks,
few Western Railway trains
will be regulated and short
terminated. According to a
press release issued by Shri
Sumit Thakur – Chief Public
Relations Officer of Western
Railway, the details of these
trains are as under:

Regulation of Trains on
16th May, 2023:

1.      Train No. 22195
Virangana Lakshmibai

Few WR trains affected due to block
between Udhna-Surat & Karambeli

Jhansi – Bandra Terminus
Superfast Express of 15th
May, 2023 will be regulated
by 4 hrs in Vadodara and
Ratlam Divisions.

2.      Train No. 19202
Porbandar – Secunderabad
Express of 16th May, 2023
will be regulated by 3 hrs.

3.      Train No. 19016
Porbandar – Dadar
Saurashtra Express of 15th
May, 2023 will be regulated
by 2 hrs.

4.      Train No. 12936 Surat
– Bandra Terminus Intercity
Express of 16th May, 2023
will be regulated by 25 min-
utes.

Short Termination of
Trains on 16th May, 2023:

1.      Train No. 09159
Bandra Terminus – Vapi will
be short terminated at
Bhilad and Train No. 09144
Vapi – Virar will short – origi-
nate from Bhilad

2.      Train No. 09154
Valsad – Umargam will be
short terminated at Vapi and
Train No. 09153 Umargam –
Valsad will short – originate
from Vapi

Regulation of Trains on
17th May, 2023:

1.      Train No. 19015
Dadar – Porbandar
Saurashtra Express will be
regulated by 01.25 hrs.

2.      Train No. 12216
Bandra Terminus – Delhi
Sarai Rohilla Garib Rath Ex-
press will be regulated by 25
minutes.

3.      Train No. 09075
Mumbai Central -
Kathgodam Superfast Spe-
cial will be regulated by 1 hr.

4.      Train No. 12656
Puratchi Thalaivar Dr.
M.G.Ramachandran Central
– Ahmedabad Navjeevan
Express will be regulated by
01.55 hrs.

Short Termination of
Trains on 17th May, 2023:

1.      Train No. 09085
Borivali – Valsad will be short
terminated at Sanjan

2.      Train No. 09087
Sanjan – Surat will be short
terminated at Udhna and
will be run as Train No. 19105
Udhna – Paldhi

3.      Train No. 09159
Bandra Terminus – Vapi will
be short terminated at
Bhilad and Train No. 09144
Vapi – Virar will short – origi-
nate from Bhilad

Eunuchs Wage Turf War
Over ‘Shagun’ Money

AhmedabadA brewing
storm of discord is rippling
through Ahmedabad’s eu-
nuch community, threaten-
ing to break into a full-scale
conflict.

A series of nine violent
incidents in as many
months has the city’s police
force on high alert, their
eyes peeled for further signs
of unrest. These tensions
have emerged in several city
areas, with eunuch groups
active in Satellite,
Ambawadi, Paldi,
Maninagar, Bopal, Vastrapur,
Thaltej, Bodakdev, and
Sindhu Bhavan.

Over the past four days
alone, local authorities have
registered four severe inci-
dents. Among those in-
volved are Arpita De, Shama
De, Sonam De, Rimzim De,
and their associates.

Furthermore, at Sola po-
lice station, Sanam De
lodged a complaint accus-
ing Muskan Masi alias Firoze,
Sanjna Masi, Palak Masi,

Nayna Masi, and her affili-
ates of theft.

Police, while vigilant,
face logistical challenges
due to the lack of specific
detention facilities for the
third gender. This hurdle
forces authorities to impro-
vise, accommodating those
arrested in separate spaces.

Some of the eunuch
groups allege that Kashish
De and Bhavna De’s group
have property worth crores
and they also force eunuchs
from other groups to join
their groupOn November
25, 2011, eunuch leader
Sonia De was shot dead
near Rupali Cinema by con-
tract killers from Madhya
Pradesh. They were alleg-
edly hired by rival eunuch
group leader Sanju Masi,
who died on Dece-mber 29,
2011, due to burn injuries.

There is strong buzz
among different eunuch
groups that this time too
there is a war of supremacy
between groups led by

Kashish De and Bhavna De
of Jamalpur and the one
previously led by Sonia De
and currently under Kamini
De of Usmanpura.

The turf war is about
gathering goodwill tokens
‘Shagun’ on auspicious oc-
casions, like marriages and
childbirth. The recent com-
plaints about violent dis-
putes between such groups
have been lodged at
Shahpur, Gomtipur, Sola
and Odhav areas of the city.

“The dispute between
the two groups is more than
a decade old, even after the
killing of Sonia De. The rea-
son is the massive amount
of ‘Shagun’ money, which
they gather on auspicious
occasions,” said a senior po-
lice official.

The Sonia De group,
now under the stewardship
of Kamini De, has 40 to 50
eunuchs and has been the
subject of multiple com-
plaints lodged with city po-
lice..

40 Of 68 Promoted Judges
Back To Their Original Post

A h m e d a b a d T h e
Gujarat High Court has
placed 40 of the 68 judges
whose promotions were
challenged before the Su-
preme Court back to their
original posts. However, HH
Varma, the judge who con-
victed Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, will not be af-

fected as he was promoted
as per his seniority and
merit. The Gujarat High
Court secretariat issued a
notification in this matter on
Monday.As per the notifica-
tion, of the 68 judges of
Gujarat, 40 judges have
been re-appointed to the
post of Senior Civil Judge by

withdrawing their promo-
tion as Additional District
Judges. However, as per the
order of the Supreme Court,
28 of the 68 judges of
Gujarat have been given re-
lief in the matter of promo-
tion as additional judges.  It
may be mentioned that the
controversy about the pro-
motion of 68 judges of
Gujarat reached the Su-
preme Court after a writ pe-
tition was filed by two
judges of the Senior Civil
Judge cadre of the state.

After hearing the plea, a
bench of Justice MR Shah
and Justice CT Ravikumar of
the Supreme Court stayed
the decision to promote the
jdges.

The apex court, however,
granted relief in the case of
28 judges who
wereappointed on the prin-
ciple of merit cum seniority.
The Supreme Court also
made it clear in its order that
these 28 judges will not be
affected by the Supreme
Court’s stay.

Lok Adalat Helps Settle Rs64 Cr
Worth Of Disputes

Matters worth Rs64.04 crore between banks and
individuals were settled during the Lok Adalat held
at the Debt Recovery Tribunal of Ahmedabad. Regis-
trar (in-charge) of the Debt Recovery Tribunal -1 (DRT-
1) said a National Lok Adalat was conducted under
the leadership of Anil Kumar Gupta, Presiding Officer
of DRT-1, to amicably settle the matters between ap-
plicant banks and the defendants.

In the said Lok Adalat, 20 matters were settled
through mutual settlement and conciliation. The to-
tal outstanding amount in such matters was over
Rs69.99 crore and the settled amount in the matters
placed before Lok Adalat was Rs64.04 crore.  AM

Lucknow NGO runs training
program on 'Bada Mangal'

ucknow, May 16 (IANS) NGO Mangalman Abhiyan,
in collaboration with the Lucknow Municipal Corpo-
ration (LMC), is running a unique one-month intern-
ship programme where college/university students
can help with the 'Bada Mangal' festivities and will be
given a certificate in social service.

'Bada Mangal' is a festival held on all Tuesdays of
the Hindu month of Jyeshtha and is a festival pecu-
liar to Lucknow.

According to the NGO officials, the internship
programme, running with 100 students, aims to turn
the city's Bada Mangal bhandaras (community feast)
into learning opportunities and simultaneously pro-
vide additional hands to work on the stalls.

"Under the Mangalman internship programme,
over 100 youth volunteers between the ages of 18 to
28 years are being involved from various universities
and colleges in the city for social service. The month-
long internship will also provide students with a cer-
tificate from the NGO and LMC," said Ram Kumar
Tiwari, convener of Mangalman Abhiyan.

Tiwari further said that in order to make the events
of Bada Mangal more effective, all the interns have to
make an effort to involve the volunteers more actively
and spread the message of cleanliness and environ-
mental friendliness to the public through the
bhandaras.

3-year diploma in medicine: Committee
suggests specific restrictions

Kolkata, May 16 (IANS) The 15-member commit-
tee, formed by the West Bengal Health Department
to explore possibility of introducing Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee's proposal for a three-year diploma
course in medicine in the state, is of the opinion that
the new system cannot be introduced without impos-
ing stringent restrictions on the area of activities of
these diploma doctors.

Sources from the state health department said
that the first condition is that there cannot be a cre-
ation of a separate medical cadre in the state other
than the two existing cadres of Directorate of Health
Service and Directorate of Medical Education Service.

The second restriction as suggested by the com-
mittee members, sources said, is that the diploma doc-
tors will not provide birth and death certificates.

"These are the two areas of restrictions which all
the members of the committee have agreed upon in
its first meeting on Monday. Each member of the com-
mittee has been asked to submit their written opin-
ion on this count in the next meeting of the commit-
tee after seven days," a senior official of the state
health department said on condition of anonymity.

Another 'Click Farm' fraud case,
man duped of Rs 22 lakh

Lucknow, May 16 (IANS) In yet another case of
'click farm' fraud, a man has been duped of Rs 22 lakh.

According to the FIR lodged with the Cyber Po-
lice station in Gomti Nagar, the victim got a message
offering him money in lieu of simple task work, on his
WhatsApp. Soon after, he was added to a Telegram
group.

The work involved clicking 'likes' on sites and links.
He had a talk with one of the staff of the company
offering the job and was given Rs 3,000 as profit for
the work.

He was also asked to deposit over Rs 2 lakh as tax
and he paid the money in the hope of getting a heavy
refund. But the miscreant kept offering bait to him and
he finally fell for it by paying over Rs 3 lakh, Rs 5 lakh
and Rs 6 lakh for doing different tasks as precondi-
tion of getting the invested sum back," said the
police.However, the miscreants stopped taking phone
calls from him after fleecing over Rs 22 lakh from the
victim in the case. Left with no option, the victim
lodged a case with the Cyber police stating that the
miscreants defrauded him by impersonating them-
selves as staff of a registered company.

Fire reported in West Delhi
building, 8 rescued

New Delhi, May 16 (IANS) Eight people were res-
cued after a fire broke out in a three-storey residen-
tial building in West Delhi, a fire department official
said on Tuesday.

Atul Garg, the Director of Delhi Fire Services, said
that a call regarding the blaze in Subhash Nagar area
was received at around 11 p.m. on Monday night.

"A total of two fire tenders were rushed to the spot.
The fire was brought under control within hours," said
Garg."The fire was in electronic meter board and tyre
at ground floor and eight persons were rescued safely
from first, second and third floor using ladder and
through the house windows," he added

Three cops assaulted by slum
dwellers in Delhi, three arrested

New Delhi, May 16 (IANS) Three Delhi Police Sub-
Inspectors were thrashed and a PCR van was dam-
aged by a group of slum dwellers in Delhi's Shastri
Park area, an official said on Tuesday.

The official said that they have arrested three ac-
cused identified as Abdul Khalid (74), Md. Haseen (28)
ad Phool Babu (25).

According to police, on Monday around 09:48 p.m.,
information was received that some slum dwellers
had assaulted PCR staff and damaged PCR van follow-
ing which a police team was dispatched for the spot.

"It was found that the PCR van had responded to
a quarrel call near the petrol pump Kabristan. When
the PCR van was leaving with some miscreants for the
police station, the local residents surrounded the ve-
hicle and damaged it. The PCR staff was also as-
saulted," said a senior police official.

Delhi Excise scam: CBI alleges
irregularities in GoM meetings

New Delhi, May 16 (IANS) In its second supplemen-
tary charge sheet filed in connection with the Delhi
Excise Policy scam, the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) has alleged irregularities in the Group of
Ministers (GoM) meetings, saying no records were
maintained and that the Excise Commissioner was
never invited.Before Arava Gopi Krishna took charge
as the Excise Commissioner in March 2021, there were
eight to 10 GoM meetings that were conducted the
previous month, according to a CBI source.

"In February, they held meetings but did not pre-
pare any records or minutes, which suggests some-
thing was amiss.

Cashier booked for embezzlement
in Lucknow's Gandhi Ashram

Lucknow,  The cashier of
the Gandhi Ashram in
Lucknow's Hazratganj has
been accused of embez-
zling over Rs 32 lakhs of the
institution.An office-bearer
of the society handling the
work, Arvind Kumar
Srivastava, has lodged a case
with the Hazratganj
police.In his complaint,
Srivastava stated that the
cashier Bhadra Narain, who
is a native of Sant
Kabirnagar, had embezzled
Rs 32.85 lakhs."Bhadra

Narain kept withdrawing
cash by making false entries
in the cash book and by
overwriting the brochures
for a long period of time. His
misdeed was exposed in an
internal probe," said the
complaint.He further said
that the ct of the cashier was
an economic offence.

Preliminary investiga-
tions have revealed that the
accused had done overwrit-
ing on the balance sheets,
and then used the net to
withdraw the cash.

‘Next block of student visa appointments in couple of weeks’
Ahmedabad: The issue

of dayed appointment for
student visas will be shortly
add ressed,  annouced US
Ambssador to India, Eric
Garcetti, on Monday.  Inter-
acting with the media at the
Sabarmati Ashram in
Ahmedabad, the
ambuassador said the next
appartmrnts will open in a
couple of weeks.

“ Thisa is a great problem
to have, and it only reflects
how many Indian students
went to come to the US. Ev-
ery year we solve it, and it
gets even biger. Last year,
more student visas were  is-
sued to Indians than any
other country. The president
has asked mem to reduce
visa waiting time for stu-
dents, “ Gerctti said. ‘’ In the
next cuple of weeks, we are
opening a new batch of stu-
dent visas. This year, we
hope to issue an even
higher mumber of visas to
students from here. We are
starting our work to focus

on student visas as much as
possible.”

He said the waiting time
for visa processing has
alreaday been reduced by
60% compared to Decem-

ber 2022. “We aim to bring
this further down.  We can’t
do this in a week or month,
but in the coming year, we
will see the wait times cime
down,’’ he said.

“Indian students aare so
great for America. They are
great for our universities;
they are great for out
comerce. Look at the num-
ber of Indian-born  CEOs of
great companies based in

Americaneconomy, it’s great
for the Indian economy, and
it’s just good for civilization
too,’’ the ambassdor said,
adding “My goal as an am-
bassador is to think for now.

The present of
the United
States is very fo-
cused on th is
too.  In the com-
ing years he will
bring the wait
time daown.”

Speaking on
Indo-US rela-
tions, Garcetti
said this is an
amazing mo-
ment in the US
and India rela-
tions, in which
the  two contries

need to raise their ambi-
tions, ‘’The relationship be-
tween India and the US is
bessed on a common desire
to have stroger economies
and a peaceful, prosperous
Indo-Pacific region, and the
two contries stand together
wherever it is challengedhe
, said.

“The two contries will
deepan defence ties and
work towards

developmnent space and
technology sectoers. They
are an important part of a
mutual stratgy to protect
the Indo-Pacific region keep
people safe, ‘’ the
Ambasador adds.

Garcetti, however, men-
tioned that “stability in the
neighbour is important for
India.’’  “We went to stand for
the values which I think the
Indo-Pacific region is
strengthened by the free-
dom of movement and
commerce while ensuring
we have the rule of law and
also that people play by the
same rules. “ hs said.

Ressponding to a ques-
tion on China signalling
backing the military
establisment in Pakistan
amidst turmoil in the
neighbouring country on
US investments is indian
defence and technology, he
said, “India and the US will
continue to stand together
for thier respect to
sovereginty and borders.
The two countries will
deepen defence ties and
work to devlop htings to-
gether in sectors such as
space and technology.”

Apart from visit to the old city of Ahmedabad and the Sabarmati  Asharam,
US  Ambssador to India, Eric Garcetti met the state leadership and watched a
T20 cricket match at the Narendra Modi stadium here.

Himmatnagar Police cracks robbery case in 24
hours...Recovers stolen Auto Rickshaw, cash

 Himmatnagar, Show-
casing their deftness in
dealing with cases of thefts
and robbery Himmatnagar
rural police succeeded in
cracking robbery case
within 24 hours of com-
plaint filed. According to
complaint filed at
Himmatnagar rural police
station by Harun
Gulmohmmad Luhar a resi-
dent of Zahirabad in
Himmatnagar who works as
mechanic at Vijaynagar was
on his way to home and had
taken rides in Auto Rick-
shaw whose occupants a
man and woman asked him
to board auto and assured
him that they would drop
complainant at
Himmatnagar. On pretext
of repairing Auto duo had
taken their vehicle on de-
serted way near Vaktapur
and looted complainant of
his mobile phone and
some cash by sprinkling
chili powder on his eyes
accused then thrashed
complainant with iron rod

and made him to deboard
the auto. Complaint re-
garding this heist was filed
by complainant at
Himmatnagar rural police
station. On receiving in-
puts police had kept a
watch near I lol and ar-
rested accused with small
girl. On further investiga-
tion it was found that ac-
cused Sanjay Kanabhai

Kagasia, 28 is resident of
Ramnagar near Patan
while other co accused
Vishnaben alias Taraben
was found to be resident of
Vasapur near Patan. Ac-
cording to police sub in-
spector Y.B.Barot accused
had three other theft cases
registered against them at
various police stations in
north Gujarat.

More than 12% of the total
population in India suffers from
kidney stone problem

Ahmedabad, Kidney stones are an alarming problem
that is increasing among people of all age groups and
castes all over the world. These stones can be of different
sizes, shapes and densities. In some cases, these stones can
grow large and even block the urinary tract, causing swell-
ing of the kidney, causing severe pain and sometimes even
kidney damage. National Center for Biotechnology Infor-
mation (NCBI) reports According to, more than 12% of the
total population in India suffers from kidney stone prob-

lems. Narayana
Multispeciality
H o s p i t a l
Ahmedabad Se-
nior Consultant
Urologist Dr.
R a g h a v e n d r a
Kashyap and his
team's consult-
ant urologist Dr.
Pranay Patel
stated that "Kid-

ney stones are a problem that we commonly hear about,
yet the knowledge of various methods and advances in its
treatment is still lacking among the general public. Kidney
stones through minimally invasive techniques with popu-
larization of PCNL-percutaneous nephrolithotomy was in-
troduced, where a small hole is made in the patient's back
to enter the kidney, the stone is broken up and removed.
Now using RIRS, kidney stones can be treated without mak-
ing any holes.
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On the latest leg of his tour of Europe, Ukrainian president Mr Zelensky held
talks with the Prime Minister at his country retreat Chequers in Buckinghamshire.
In addition to backing Mr Zelensky's call to arms, Mr Sunak vowed to work with
allies to secure the planes which Ukraine needs. While Britain has no plans to
supply any of its own jets, a new flying school will help train Kyiv's pilots. The
Government said an 'elementary flying phase' for groups of Ukrainian pilots
would begin this summer.

EDEN CONFIDENTIAL: I hear that the Marchioness of Cholmondeley's father, Tim Hanbury, has suffered
the indignity of having gates closed to him at the airport. The web designer, 70, is said to have arrived at
Stansted Airport, in Essex, at the weekend to board a Ryanair flight for a few days at a friend's home abroad.
But staff at the low-cost airline's check-in desk refused to let him board the plane, even though his passport
did not expire for another nine months. 'Tim was very upset and frustrated,' one of his friends tells me. 'He
was fuming about Ryanair because he could not have the weekend away that he was looking forward to.'
What Hanbury appears not to have known is that, since Brexit, British passports cannot be more than ten
years old when used to travel to the European Union - which means travellers need to look at the date the
passport was issued, rather than the date it expires.

Dr Christian Hanson (inset) was amongst the 16 holiday goers that had
jumped aboard the boat from a diving club in Moraira but later faced a race
against time as the vessel sunk into the Red Sea off the coast of Hurghada,
Egypt. Triangle. Incredibly, all 26 guests and nine crew on board the Carlton
Queen managed to escape the wreckage but Dr Hanson knew 'if the boat
turned over' they would have been 'dead'.
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Iran says high turnout in Turkey's
elections 'democracy's victory'

Tehran, May 16 (IANS) The Iranian Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Nasser Kanaani has hailed the high
turnout in Turkey's presidential and parliamentary
elections as "an indication of the democracy's vic-
tory".

Kanaani made the remarks in a statement on
Monday published on the Ministry's website, com-
menting on the Turkish citizens' wide participation
in Sunday's elections, Xinhua news agency reported.

He congratulated the Turkish people, organisers
of the elections, leaders and political parties on the
successful holding of the votes and the "victory of
democracy," hoping that the "best fate" would be-
fall them, according to the statement.

Nearly 61 million voters have been registered to
cast their ballots in Turkey's first-round presidential
and parliamentary elections. Around 3.5 million vot-
ers living abroad have been called to cast their votes
in advance. The voter turnout was high at nearly 80
per cent.

Israel, Cyprus to build natural
gas pipeline

Nicosia, May 16 (IANS) Israel and Cyprus have
agreed to build a natural gas pipe that will carry Is-
raeli natural gas to Cyprus, the latter country's En-
ergy, Commerce and Industry Minister Giorgos
Papanastasiou said here.

Confirming a statement by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu that he and Cyprus President
Nicos Christodoulides had decided to construct the
pipeline during their talks in Jerusalem last week,
Papanastasiou added on Monday that he will soon
travel to Israel to discuss details and prepare a final
agreement with his Israeli counterpart.

"What comes first in the current phase is the sign-
ing of an agreement between the two states, which
will allow the building of a pipeline that will connect
the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) of the two
countries. We'll start from there," Papanastasiou
added.

5 killed after cyclone Mocha hits
Myanmar

Yangon, May 16 (IANS) Five people have been
killed after the extremely severe cyclonic storm Mo-
cha swept into Myanmar two days ago, state media
reported.

"Due to well preparations, the powerful storm
was successfully overcome with least causalities," the
State Administration Council (SAC) Chairman Min
Aung Hlaing said on Monday.

The death toll includes two from Tachileik town-
ship in Shan State, one each from Sittwe and
Taungup towns in Rakhine State and one from Yekyi
town in Ayeyarwady Region, Xinhua news agency
reported.

According to the media report, cyclone Mocha
damaged 864 houses, 11 religious buildings, 16 mon-
asteries, 64 schools, 14 hospitals and clinics, 7
telecom towers, 71 lamp posts and 38 departmental
buildings.

The regions and states battered by Mocha in-
clude Rakhine, Ayeyarwady, Bago, Yangon, Magway,
Sagaing, Chin, Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw Council
Area, the media report said.

Mocha made landfall near Sittwe in western
Myanmar's Rakhine State on Sunday, with winds of
up to 130 mph (about 209 kph), and caused loss of
property in nearly 500 wards and villages in the
country.

3 killed, multiple injured in
shooting in New Mexico

Houston, May 16 (IANS)
At least three people were
killed and multiple others
were injured in a shooting
in Farmington, southwest-
ern US state of New Mexico,
police said.

"There are multiple ci-
vilian victims with at least 3
deceased," Farmington po-
lice said in a Facebook post
on Monday.

Two police officers, in-
cluding a member of the
city police and one with the
New Mexico State Police,
were among the shot and
hospitalised. Both were in
stable condition, the police
added.

One suspect "was con-
fronted and killed on
scene," the police said.

The suspect's identity
was unknown and there
were no other known
threats at this time, the po-
lice added.

The shooting took place
shortly after 11 a.m. local
time in the area of
Brookside Park, and all city
schools were placed on

what officials called "pre-
ventative lockdown" fol-
lowing the shooting, local
media reported.

Four of the schools re-
mained on lockdown as of
just before 1 p.m. local time,
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

"Everyone at
Farmington schools -- the
students and the staff --
they're all safe and they've
been fed," Farmington Mu-
nicipal Schools spokesman
Roberto Taboada later said,
adding that all students
were released.

This is the second ac-
tive shooting in the
Farmington area in less
than six years, local media
reported.

Farmington, a city of
about 46,400 residents in
northwestern New Mexico,
serves a modern-day trad-
ing post to the adjacent Na-
vajo Nation and a supply
line and bedroom commu-
nity to the region's oil and
natural gas industry, ac-
cording to the reports.-

Ex-NYC Mayor Rudy Giuliani
sued for sexual harassment

Washington, May 16
(IANS) Former New York
City Mayor Rudy Giuliani is
being sued for sexual ha-
rassment by a former em-
ployee, the media reported
on Tuesday.

Noelle Dunphy, who
says she was hired by
Giuliani's firm in 2019 when
he was working as former
President Donald Trump's
personal lawyer, filed the
$10 million civil case in New
York state on Monday, re-
ports the BBC.

The lawsuit, which sets
out Dunphy's allegations in
graphic detail, says Giuliani
began to abuse her almost
immediately after being
hired and made it clear that
satisfying his sexual de-
mands was an "absolute re-
quirement of her employ-
ment".

The lawsuit says the
former New York City mayor
coerced Dunphy into giv-
ing him oral sex "against
her will" in his flat.

It claims that Giuliani
"often demanded that she

work naked, in a bikini, or in
short shorts with an Ameri-
can flag on them that he
bought for her" and would
visibly touch himself while
on video conference calls.

Dunphy's case alleges
he would frequently take
the erectile dysfunction
medication Viagra and ex-
pose himself to her.

The lawsuit further says
that Dunphy made record-
ings of conversations with
Giuliani, which included
sexual comments and de-
mands for sex, as well as
racist, sexist and antisemitic
remarks.

Dunphy is also suing for
wage theft, claiming
Giuliani refused to pay her
a promised $1 million sal-
ary for the role as it would
need to be deferred while
his divorce was completed.

But a spokesperson for
Giuliani said he "vehe-
mently and completely de-
nies the allegations", de-
scribing the claims as "pure
harassment and an attempt
at extortion".--IANS

Iran, Saudi Arabia discuss
facilitating Haj pilgrimage

Tehran, May 16 (IANS)
Iran's Finance Minister
Ehsan Khandouzi said that
his country and Saudi
Arabia have discussed ways
to facilitate the Haj pilgrim-
age for Iranians and boost
economic cooperation be-
tween the two nations.

Khandouzi made the re-
marks when elaborating on
the outcomes of the meet-
ing with his Saudi counter-
part Mohammed Aljadaan
in the Saudi city of Jeddah
last week on the sidelines of
the Annual Meetings of the
Islamic Development Bank
Group, Xinhua news agency
reported.

Khandouz said they dis-
cussed facilitating the pro-
cess of the Haj pilgrimage

for Iranians in terms of the
banking issues and flights,
as well as trips to Saudi
Arabia by Iranian traders,
stressing that the Saudi side
welcomed holding talks on
the topics.The two ministers
also discussed the resump-
tion of bilateral political re-
lations, said Khandouz, add-
ing that the Saudi side
called for preparing the
ground as soon as possible
for improving the economic
ties.They agreed on coop-
eration in making joint in-
vestments in the areas of
technology-based product
manufacturing, medicine,
nanobiotechnology, power
plant construction, trans-
portation, and road con-
struction.

Gilgit Baltistan CM may face
disqualification on fake LLB degree
Islamabad, May 16

(IANS) Troubles for Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB) Chief Minister
Khalid Khursheed seem to
be brewing as the Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) has withdrawn the
equivalence letter issued to
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader for his LLB de-
gree after it was found to be
"fake".

An HEC letter of May 12
to Khursheed states: "This
commission approached
the University of London for
re-verification of your LLB
degree, transcript, and letter
of certification provided by
you in a sealed envelope to
the HEC.

The university has dis-
closed that the envelope

and its contents (a copy of
the degree certificate, a let-
ter of certification, and a
transcript) were not issued
by the University of London.
Therefore, the HEC equiva-
lence letter of even number
dated September 23, 2022,
issued to you is hereby with-
drawn or cancelled."

The letter further notes
that Khursheed's name and
his CNIC have also been
blocked and blacklisted on
their online portal, The
News reported.

An informed source told
The News that the Chief
Minister will not only be im-
mediately disqualified from
his post due to the HEC's
notification but the authori-
ties will also initiate criminal

proceedings against him.
The degree presented

by Khursheed had glaring
differences like paper qual-
ity, embossed stamp, font,
and signature when his veri-
fication letter was com-
pared with other verifica-
tion letters issued by the
same department at the
University of London in the
same time frame for other
students, said the source.

He had attached a fake
degree from the University
of London in his nomination
papers, after which HEC of-
ficially requested the UK au-
thorities for verification of
his degree, which was de-
clared as "fake" in an official
response by the institution,
The News reported.--IANS

South Sudan starts consultation with
experts on transitional justice mechanisms

Juba, May 16 (IANS)
South Sudan's leaders have
started consultations with
experts on transitional jus-
tice mechanisms to help the
country implement Chapter
5 of the 2018 revitalised
peace agreement.

President Salva Kiir, who
opened a three-day confer-
ence being attended by ex-
perts from Ethiopia, the
Gambia, South Africa and
Rwanda, said on Monday
that Chapter 5 which calls
for the establishment of the
critical commission on truth,
reconciliation and healing is
very important for post-
conflict recovery.

He admitted that the
two internal conflicts that
erupted in December 2013
and July 2016 caused the
deaths of thousands of
people, and displaced mil-
lions, both internally and
externally, Xinhua news
agency reported.

"Apart from the dam-
ages I have outlined above,

the two conflicts were also
violent to the extent that
human rights violations and
abuses probably happened.
It is for this reason that the
revitalised peace agree-
ment on the resolution of
the conflict in South Sudan
provided for Chapter 5 on
transitional justice and ac-
countability," Kiir added in
Juba, the capital of
South Sudan.

He said Chapter
5 provides an op-
portunity for recon-
ciliation and heal-
ing for victims and
perpetrators of hu-
man rights viola-
tions during years
of conflict.

"Those who are found
guilty will have the opportu-
nity to apologise and ask for
forgiveness. The victims will
also find the heart to forgive
and qualify for compensa-
tion and reparation," Kiir
added.South Sudan is seek-
ing views to enrich two bills

already by its Ministry of Jus-
tice and Constitutional Af-
fairs to establish a commis-
sion on truth, reconciliation,
and healing, and the com-
pensation and reparation
authority.

Kiir said that the estab-
lishment of these transi-
tional justice mechanisms is
critical for the country to

hold credible, free and fair
elections planned for De-
cember 2024.

He also disclosed that
they are much willing to
finalise the process of estab-
lishing the African Union-
led hybrid court to try war
crimes committed during

years of conflict.
"When the time comes,

for the enactment of the bill
for hybrid court for South
Sudan, the Ministry of Jus-
tice and Constitutional Af-
fairs, which is charged with
the responsibility to trigger
the implementation of
these mechanisms in col-
laboration with the African
Union as stipulated in the
agreement will update us
accordingly," Kiir added.

First Vice-President Riek
Machar said they were sup-
posed to have tackled Chap-
ter 5 in the first three
months after the transi-
tional government was es-
tablished in February 2020.

"We are happy that the
technical committee has
carried out consultations,
and this conference is going
to be the final consultation
for those who are experts so
that we can have legislation
to effect the implementa-
tion of this chapter," he
added.

UK police to re-open murder case of
Indian-origin boy after 42 years

London, May 16 (IANS)
Sussex police are set to re-
examine the case of an eight
year-old Indian-origin boy
who was found dead
months after he mysteri-
ously disappeared in 1981 in
London, media reports said.

Vishal Mehrotra and his
family were on their way
home to Putney when he
disappeared, having
watched Prince Charles and
Princess Diana's wedding

parade in central London, the
Guardian reported.

Part of the child's re-
mains were found in Rogate,
West Sussex, seven months
later in February 1982. No
one has been convicted for
his murder despite investiga-
tors interviewing more than
14,000 people.

fter Vishal's father
Vishambar Mehrotra,
criticised the Sussex police
for failing to reinvestigate the

case, police officers met him
on May 10 and told him that
detectives had been given a
"clear directiona to "ad-
vance" the case.This came
after a BBC podcast which
revealed fresh details about
the case, including a poten-
tial link between the murder
and the document titl was
written in 1983 by Nicholas
Douglass, convicted of child
sexual offences about a boy
he was abusing.

Italy's public debt tops
$3 trillion for 1st time

Rome, May 16 (IANS)
The Bank of Italy said that
the country's public debt
climbed above $3 trillion
in the latest reporting pe-
riod.

In its latest report on
Monday, the central bank
said that the
government's debt was
2.790 trillion euros ($3.022
trillion) in March, up from
2.762 trillion euros in the
previous month, reports
Xinhua news agency.

It was the third con-
secutive month that the

country's public debt
went up and it is the first
time that the figure
crossed the $3 trillion
level.Despite the increase
in public debt, Italy's ratio
of debt to gross domestic
product (GDP) has fallen
since reaching an all-time
high of around 155 per
cent during the peak of
the coronavirus pandemic
in 2020.

The Italian economy
afterwards has grown, and
the debt-to-GDP ratio has
declined to 144 per cent.

UN humanitarian chief calls for
extension of Black Sea grain deal

United Nations, May 16
(IANS) UN Undersecretary-
General for Humanitarian
Affairs Martin Griffiths has
called for the extension of
the Black Sea Grain Initiative,
which allows the export of
Ukrainian grain and other
agricultural products from
Black Sea ports.

Food exported under
the initiative -- and food and
fertilizer exports from Russia
-- continue to make a crucial
contribution to global food
security as more than 30

million metric tons of cargo
have been safely exported
from Ukraine under the ini-
tiative, he told the Security
Council in a briefing.

The exports include
about 600,000 metric tons
of wheat transported by the

World Food Programme, in
direct support of humani-
tarian operations in Af-
ghanistan, Ethiopia, Kenya,
Somalia and Yemen, Xinhua
news agency quoted the
top UN official as saying.

The latest Food and Ag-
riculture Organization
analysis indicates that glo-
bal cereal prices have fallen
by nearly 20 per cent over
the past 12 months.

Last month, interna-
tional wheat prices reached
their lowest level since July
2021, driven in part by the
continued movement of
Ukrainian grain, and by large
quantities available for ex-
port in Russia and other lo-
cations.

"This is undeniable
progress. But much more
remains to be done. Predict-

able supplies for humanitar-
ian food assistance opera-
tions continue to be re-
quired," Griffiths said via a
video link from Geneva.

The Black Sea Grain Ini-
tiative refers to the export of
Russian ammonia from

Ukraine's Odessa
port. But this has
still not been re-
alized. Over the
past month,
there has been a
reduction in the
volumes of ex-
ports moving out
of Ukraine's Black
Sea ports, due to

challenging dynamics
within the Joint Coordina-
tion Centre in Istanbul set
up by the initiative, Griffiths
noted.

"In recent weeks, and
last week in particular, we
have engaged in intensive
discussions with the parties
to the Black Sea Initiative, to
secure agreement on its ex-
tension and the improve-
ments needed for it to op-
erate effectively and pre-
dictably," he said.

The Black Sea Grain Ini-
tiative was signed sepa-
rately by Russia and Ukraine
in Istanbul with Turkey and
the UN on July 22, 2022.

The deal, initially in ef-
fect for 120 days, was ex-
tended in mid-November
2022 for another 120 days
till March 18, 2023.

Bulgaria's president asks GERB-
UDF coalition to form new govt

Sofia, May 16 (IANS)
Bulgaria's President Rumen
Radev has asked the GERB-
UDF coalition, the largest
political force in the newly-
elected Parliament, to form
a new government.

Radev handed the ex-
ploratory mandate to
Mariya Gabriel, the GERB-
UDF's nominee for Prime
Minister, on Monday.

Gabriel, who is currently
the European commissioner
for innovation, research, cul-
ture, education and youth,
has seven days to propose
a government that needs to
be approved by Parliament
in a simple majority vote,
Xinhua news agency

reported."I want to assure
you that I will do everything
possible within the frame-
work of this exploratory
mandate for Bulgaria to
have a stable, working, regu-
lar government," said
Gabriel, whose coalition has
69 seats in the 240-member
Parliament.

Should the largest politi-
cal force in Parliament fail to
form a government, the
President will entrust this
task to a Prime Minister-des-
ignate nominated by the
second-largest parliamen-
tary group.

Should the new Prime
Minister-designate also fail
to form a government, the

President will entrust the
task to a Prime Minister-
designate nominated by
one of the minor parliamen-
tary groups.

And should no agree-
ment on the formation of a
government be reached,
the President will schedule
new parliamentary elec-
tions.

In the snap elections
held on April 2, the We Con-
tinue the Change - Demo-
cratic Bulgaria (PP-DB) coa-
lition won 64 seats, followed
by the Revival party with 37
seats, the Movement for
Rights and Freedoms with
36 seats, the BSP (Bulgarian
Socialist Party) for Bul.
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LEICESTER CITY 0-3 LIVERPOOL - IAN LADYMAN AT THE KING POWER STADIUM: After Trent Alexander-
Arnold drove Liverpool’s third goal into the Leicester net with the certainty and power of a batsman nailing
a cover drive, he ran to the Liverpool fans in the corner and shrugged his shoulders. His message was clear.
Easy. This was but this season hasn’t been and that is the great conundrum facing Jurgen Klopp and his team
as they desperately try to claw back all that was lost during the dysfunctional purgatory of two-thirds of this
footballing year. This was victory seven on the spin in the Premier League. It was comfortable and at times
compelling and it means Liverpool, in fifth, now sit so tight on the shoulder of Newcastle and Manchester
United in the third and fourth Champions League places that they must be leaving stud marks. Alexander-
Arnold was magnificent here, his passing at times geometrically perfect. Mohamed Salah, with three assists,
was also on his game as was Curtis Jones, the young midfielder recovered from a stress fracture of his leg to
score twice in three first-half minutes. Luis Diaz was excellent, too, and so was Jordan Henderson.

of the Comet from the
month of May,

In addition, MG Comet
EV owners can also choose
from over 80 carefully de-
signed extended warranty &
service packages, starting at
just Rs. 5,000.

MG offers an optional
buy-back program for cus-
tomers to easily upgrade to
their next MG. When cus-
tomers buy this special
package, at the end of 3
years, they get an assured*
buyback of 60% of the origi-
nal ex-showroom value*.

Each of the Comet EV
variants offers many easy
service options. These in-
clude DIY via My MG App,
Service on call (Remote As-
sistance), Service @ Home,
and even pickup/ drop ser-
vice for those rare times
when the car may be re-
quired to be taken to the
workshop.

Get Ready to Drive the Change:
Bookings Kick Off for MG Comet EV

Ahmedabad, MG Motor
India, an iconic British auto-
mobile brand with a 99-
year-old legacy, today an-
nounced the commence-
ment of bookings of the MG
Comet EV–a Smart EV for
Urban Mobility. Customers
can now book the Comet EV
Online through the MG Mo-
tor India website https://
www.mgmotor.co.in/or at
MG Dealerships for Rs.
11,000/- only. In addition to
this, to ensure that the de-
livery process is completely
transparent, MG has intro-
duced an industry-first: the
‘Track and Trace’ feature (A
Fully Transparent Experi-
ence from Booking to Deliv-
ery) on the ‘MyMG’ app. This
feature will allow customers
to trace the status of their
car bookings from their
phones itself.

Commenting on the MG
Comet EV booking

announcement,Mr Gaurav
Gupta, Deputy Managing
Director, MG Motor India.
said, “MG Comet EV has
been developed with the
purpose to cater to the spe-
cific needs of Indian urban
consumers. With MG’s in-
dustry-first Track and Trace
feature, we aim to put an
end to the never-ending
tussle of our customers to
know about the status of
their car booking. Custom-
ers will be able to experi-
ence their own MG Comet
very soon”.

The Comet EV will be
available at a very special
inaugural price, starting at
Rs 7.98 lakh for the Pace vari-
ant; Play and Plush variants
come at Rs 9.28 lakh and Rs.
9.98 lakh (ex-showroom),
respectively. The offer will be
limited to the first 5,000
bookings. The company
shall begin phased delivery

New Delhi, NuRe Bharat
Network, a joint venture
consortium between 3i
Infotech Limited a leading
digital transformation and
technology solutions pro-
vider, FISST and Yellow inc.
today announced the
launch of the Mobile App –
PIPOnet. RailTel Corporation
of India Ltd, a Miniratna PSU
under the Ministry of Rail-
ways, has partnered with
the consortium, led by 3i
Infotech to monetize its
Public WiFi across the Indian
Railway network.

The Indian Railways is
the largest railway network
in Asia with a daily count of
23 million passengers and
more than 1.5 million users
logging every day to the
WiFi network provided by
RailTel across 6109 railway
stations.  The PIPOnet App
(Powered by Railtel) will
help the users with inte-
grated services like e-ticket-
ing, travel and stay reserva-
tions, porter booking, music,

NuRe Bharat Network to launch
the Super App ‘PIPOnet’

Connecting Advertisers to
Consumers through RailTel’s Railway
Station WiFi Network
infotainment, edutainment,
OTT channels and various
helpline services. PIPOnet
will also provide an e-com-
merce platform for Bharat’s
artisans to sell their wares
across India. As NuRe Bharat
Network through its digital
marketing efforts will in-
crease the number of logins
from 1.5 million today to
more than 11 million, the
commercial opportunities
for sellers from Bharat will
increase manifolds, chang-
ing their economic profile.

Speaking on the launch,
Mr Sax Krishna, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, NuRe Bharat
Network said, “With the
launch of the NuRe Bharat
Network, we plan to serve a
bigger goal for the good of
the country. WiFi access will
be secured; hence, we can
facilitate services like

healthcare, education and
more to the Indian popu-
lace. Especially in the Tier
3&4 towns, we want to em-
power individuals by giving
them access to democra-
tized Internet, thereby
opening their doors to
greater opportunities.

Mr Sanjai Kumar, Chair-
man and Managing Direc-
tor, RailTel expressed, “We
are elated at the launch of
PIPOnet and the initiatives
we are working towards to
bring India together
through a platform with im-
mense potential. Bridging
the digital divide between
urban and rural India is one
of our core missions. Our
station Wi-Fi network covers
the country’s length and
breadth, and this collabora-
tion will further unlock its
true potential.

Medico Remedies to
foray into ointment
manufacturing
segment

Mumbai, Medico Rem-
edies Ltd. has completed its
trial production rounds at
the newly established state
of the art ointment manufac-
turing plant at Palghar. The
new manufacturing facility
measuring 15,000 sq ft. has
been constructed adjacent
to the existing plant which
manufactures tablets and
other medicines. The facility
will have a capacity to manu-
facture upto 3 million tubes
monthly. Commenting on
the development, Mr Haresh
Mehta, Chairman and Whole
Time Director 'Medico Rem-
edies' said: “We are glad to
announce that we have com-
pleted trial production
rounds at the newly estab-
lished state of the art oint-
ment manufacturing plant at
Palghar.

children by opening more
creches for children for better
upbringing as well as doing
the needful for the elderly care
. AS millions of care workers
will be needed in future we
have to develop systematic
soft  and hard skilling training
“ said Dr Paul

“Investing in the care
economy is essential for sev-
eral reasons. It is essential to
ensure that care workers are
adequately compensated for
their work and that they have
access to safe and decent
working conditions. Ulti-
mately, investing in the care
economy is an investment in
our shared future. It is essen-
tial for promoting social and
economic justice, for advanc-
ing gender equality, and for
creating a more sustainable
and equitable society for all.”
Ms Shivkumar said.

Care Economy is the backbone of the true
economy: Dr. Vinod K Paul -Member Niti Ayog

New Delhi, There is a need
to come together to create a
stimulating environment for a
child’s first few months as
more challenges crop up after
the first six months of the
child’s upbringing .  And it’s
pivotal that both parents
share equal responsibility in
engaging, interacting and
teaching foundational skills to
their youngest children

“We need to come to-
gether to create a stimulating
environment for a child’s first
1000 days. A child is born
loaded with information and
millions of neuronal connec-
tions. If one is not stimulated
intellectually, those neuronal
connections start to fade. .
more care is needed for the
child . Both private and public
sectors need to sit together to
think about increasing the
maternity leave of the moth-
ers from present Six months to
Nine months protecting the

livelihood “ said Dr Vinod K
Paul, Member , NITI Aayog,
while speaking at an event
“Accelerating the Care
Economy in India” organised
by FICCI Ladies Organisation
(FLO)   under the aegis of G20
Empower Jan Bhagidari and
Women Entrepreneurship
Program (WEP) here today ,

“For a year old child the
food required is far more than
what the child consumed in
first Six months  these is need
to bring systemic change in
parents ways of bringing up
the child as it is not only duty
of the mother to look after the
child , the Indian family system
which includes father, grand-
parents needs to do more as
these are formative years of
the child “ said Dr Paul.

 “ The private or should
help the NITI Aayog to design
the comprehensive care of the
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region of India in the com-
ing five years.

Speaking on the an-
nouncement of SAFE West
India 2023, Mr Yogesh
Mudras, Managing Director,
Informa Markets in India,
said, “There is a huge de-
mand for safe city projects
in India to ensure public
safety. The government has
taken various initiatives to
increase security services
revenue which will benefit
the citizens as well as the
security and surveillance
services industry.

This is particularly true
for the western region of In-
dia, which has several smart
cities and offers strategic
vantage points from a secu-
rity perspective. A modern
civil city should be able to
showcase seamlessly safe,
smart, energy-efficient, and
technologically advanced
features. Moreover, rapid
technological advance-
ments in artificial intelli-
gence (AI), cloud comput-
ing, internet of things (IoT),
and cybersecurity are driv-
ing the security market in In-
dia.”

SAFE India Expo by IFSEC India Expands
its Footprint in Western India

Mumbai, Informa Mar-
kets in India, a leading B2B
exhibition organiser, is all set
to launch the debut edition
of Security & Fire Expo, West
India (SAFE WEST India) this
month.  Slated to take place
from May 18th - 20th, 2023,
at the Bombay Exhibition
Centre, Mumbai, the event is
anticipated to attract over
5000+ attendees, and 75 +
brands.

The expo, a subset of
IFSEC India, one of the cel-
ebrated expos in the Secu-
rity and Fire Safety domain,
will cover a broad spectrum
of solutions in the sphere of
commercial security with
preventive technologies
and innovation in the west-
ern India market. It will bring
together renowned Indian
and international brands
from video surveillance, ac-
cess control entrance and
home automation, and pe-
rimeter protection indus-
tries to interact, network,
view the latest innovations,
source business solutions,
and gather invaluable ex-
pert support.

The commercial security

market in India has been
growing steadily over the
past few years, driven by in-
creasing awareness about
the need for security among
businesses and the govern-
ment. The market includes a
range of security products
and services, such as access
control systems, video sur-
veillance systems, fire alarm
systems, intrusion detection
systems, and security per-
sonnel. Given the nature of
external security threats,
State Governments are also
increasingly adopting video
surveillance to improve se-
curity and safety.

For instance, the
Maharashtra government is
primarily focusing on en-
hancing surveillance on the
streets to upgrade
Mumbai's safety. Small and
big enterprises, public sec-
tor companies and gated
communities, shopping
malls etc., across various cit-
ies in the Western Region of
India are adopting video
surveillance technology.
More than 10 lakh IP cam-
eras are expected to be in-
stalled across the western

Microsoft's Phone
Link for iOS now
available to all
Windows 11 users

San Francisco, May 16
(IANS) Microsoft has an-
nounced that Phone Link for
iOS is now available to all
Windows 11 customers, al-
lowing iPhone users the
ability to make and receive
phone calls, send and re-
ceive messages via
iMessage, access their con-
tacts, and view phone noti-
fications right from their
Windows PC.

"We are pleased to an-
nounce that Phone Link for
iOS is now available to all
Windows 11 customers,"
Microsoft said in a blogpost.

Phone Link for iOS on
Windows 11 was released
last month in 39 languages
and 85 markets globally,
with the company noting
that it would take a few
weeks to reach all custom-
ers.

Marcelo Bielsa named new
Uruguay head coach

Montevideo, May 16 (IANS) Marcelo Bielsa has
been appointed head coach of Uruguay's national
team on a deal that runs until the 2026 World Cup,
the South American nation's football association
said on Tuesday.

The 67-year-old replaces Diego Alonso, whose
contract was terminated after Uruguay's failure to
progress beyond the group stage of the 2022 World
Cup in Qatar. "The Uruguayan Football Association
(AUF) has named Marcelo Bielsa as the new coach
of the national team on the road toward the 2026
FIFA World Cup in Canada, the United States and
Mexico," read an AUF statement.

This will be Bielsa's first coaching job since he
parted ways with Leeds United in February last year,
a Xinhua report said.

He has also had spells in charge of the Argen-
tina and Chile national teams over a coaching ca-
reer that has spanned more than four decades.

Bielsa had reportedly attracted the interest of
Premier League clubs Bournemouth and Everton as
well as clubs in Brazil and Argentina before accept-
ing the Uruguay position.

IPL 2023: 'World can see the
class and power he's got',
Markram hails Klaasen's batting

Ahmedabad, May 16 (IANS) Sunrisers
Hyderabad captain Aiden Markram has hailed the
batting performance of his IPL and Proteas team-
mate Heinrich Klaasen, who played a valiant knock
against Gujarat Titans. 

Chasing a target of 189 runs for victory, Heinrich
Klaasen hit a fighting fifty (64 off 44) but he didn't
get much support from top-order batters as SRH
were restricted to 154/9 in 20 overs, losing by 34
runs on Monday night. "He's (Klaasen) a great player
and I'm very happy for him, the world can see the
class and power he's got. The rest of us haven't as-
sisted him. It's tough for him to be on the losing
side after performing the way he has," said Markram
at the post-match presentation. The SRH skipper
also mentioned that the chase became difficult
once they lost four wickets in the powerplay, add-
ing that their bowling were also slightly off. "We
were in the game at the halfway mark but when you
lose four wickets in the powerplay, it becomes diffi-
cult," said Markram.

IPL 2023: Suryakumar Yadav can
bat permanently at No. 3 for
Mumbai Indians, says Sehwag

New Delhi, May 16 (IANS) Former India cricketer
Virender Sehwag has backed star MI batter
Suryakumar Yadav to be the permanent batter at
number three for Mumbai Indians because of his
brilliance against pace and spin.

In a crucial IPL 2023 match, five-time champi-
ons Mumbai Indians and newbies Lucknow Super
Giants take on each other on Tuesday evening in
Lucknow as they aim to get a step closer towards
booking the playoffs berth.

Living up to their 'late bloomers' tag, MI gath-
ered steam in the second half of the IPL 2023 and
their juggernaut continues to roll. The Rohit
Sharma-led side has won four of its last five games
and will be aiming to pick up two vital points to-
night in Lucknow.

Alcaraz's loss against Marozsan at Italian
Open changes the battle for World No. 1
Rome, May 16 (IANS)

Carlos Alcaraz's early exit
from the Italian Open with
loss against Fabian
Marozsan has repercussions
beyond the Rome ATP Mas-
ters 1000 event and it also
could have a big effect on
the battle for No. 1 in the ATP
Rankings. 

The Spaniard will return
to World No. 1 next Monday,
but instead of departing the
Foro Italico with a sizable
advantage, Alcaraz may be
left with only a narrow lead
if Novak Djokovic and Daniil
Medvedev push on to have
deep runs in the Italian capi-
tal.

If Djokovic and
Medvedev both lose in the
fourth round on Tuesday,
Alcaraz will lead Djokovic by
950 points and Medvedev
by 1,395 points.

But both stars can claim
plenty of points on the Ital-
ian clay. Djokovic, a six-time
Rome champion, can reach
6,775 points by the end of
the tournament, which
would bring him within 40

of Alcaraz's 6,815.
Since both men lost in

the quarter-finals at Roland
Garros last year and will
therefore drop the same
number of points (360), that
would set up an epic World
No. 1 battle in Paris.

But do not count out
Medvedev, either. The
former World No. 1 has ad-
mitted to feeling more com-
fortable than ever in recent
weeks on clay. The 27-year-
old would reach 6,330
points with a title in Rome,
putting him 485 points be-
hind Alcaraz.Medvedev

reached the fourth round at
Roland Garros last year, so
he will drop 180 points,
which would bring him
within 305 points of the
Spaniard in the ATP Live
Rankings when play begins
in Paris. With the North
American summer hard-
court season still to come,
Medvedev would be in a
good position to make a
charge for No. 1 in the weeks
and months ahead.

If Djokovic reaches the
Rome final, Medvedev can-
not pass him for World No. 2
next Monday.

IPL 2023: Gill's ton; Shami, Mohit's four-fer
power GT to Playoffs with 34-run win over SRH

Ahmedabad, May 16
(IANS) Shubman Gill's scin-
tillating maiden century fol-
lowed by a four-wicket haul
each by Mohammad Shami
and Mohit Sharma powered
Gujarat Titans to the Playoffs
with a 34-run win over
Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH)
in an IPL 2023 match at the
Narendra Modi Stadium,
here on Monday.

While the Titans become
the first team to qualify for
the Playoffs this season and
are assured a top-two finish
as well with 18 points in
their kitty with one match to
go, Sunrisers are officially
eliminated from the tourna-
ment.

Gill (101 off 58) and B. Sai
Sudharsan (47 off 36) set the
foundation for a big total
with their 147-run stand be-
fore GT lost momentum
with the bat in the final
stages of the first innings
and suffered a sudden col-
lapse with just 41 runs com-
ing for the loss of seven
wickets in the death overs to
post 188/9.Shami (4-21)

then ripped through the
SRH top-order and Mohit (4-
24) scythed through the
middle-order as the hosts
overcame a fighting effort
from Heinrich Klaasen (64
off 44) to restrict SRH to 154/
9 and become the first team
to qualify for the Play-offs.

Chasing 189, SRH were
jolted early Mohammad
Shami's triple strike in the
Power-play reduced
Sunrisers to 29/4. He first got
the opener Anmolpreet
Singh in the first over. The
next over Yash Dayal re-
moved Abhishek Sharma for
4.

Shami struck again in
the third over to dismiss
Rahul Tripathi and got the
big wicket of skipper Aiden
Markram in the fifth over
and Sanvir Singh smashed
him for a maximum on the
last ball of the over.

Heinrich Klassen make a
bit of room and lofted it all
the way over the extra cover
fence for a six and SRH were
45/4 at the end of the
Power-play.The next over

Mohit Sharma's double
strike put further miseries
on SRH in the run-chase as
the visitors were reduced to
50/6. He first got rid of Sanvir
Singh.

Then, Abdul Samad
stayed back and looked to
muscle away a slower ball
but got no elevation and the
ball crunched straight to
short mid-wicket where
Shivam Mavi took a sharp
catch.

An over later, Mohit
claimed his third in the form
of Marco Jansen, who
looked to loft it down the
ground but the ball took the
thick inside half and ended
up chipping an easy catch
for the GT skipper and
Sunrisers lost their seventh
wicket on the score of 59.

With 42 left for the final
over, Rahul Tewatia gave
away just seven runs as GT
restrict SRH to 154/9 in 20
overs to seal an important
34-run win.

Earlier, batting first, GT
lost opener Wriddhiman
Saha for a duck.

Italian open: Rybakina advances to
quarterfinals; Swiatek, Vekic rained out

Rome, May 16 (IANS)
World No. 6 Elena Rybakina
advanced to her first Italian
open quarterfinal after de-
feating Marketa
Vondrousova 6-3, 6-3, here.

The reigning
Wimbledon champion will
face either two-time de-
fending champion Iga
Swiatek or No.24 Donna
Vekic in the quarterfinals on
Wednesday.

Swiatek and Vekic were
set to face off in the Monday
night match on Court
Centrale, but the match was
canceled due to rain. The
Round of 16 between Paula
Badosa and Karolina
Muchova was also canceled.
Both matches are scheduled
for Tuesday. Swiatek and
Vekic will play the third
match on Centrale, not be-
fore 1:30 p.m. (Local time).
Badosa and Muchova will
play the fourth match on
Court Pietrangeli, not before
3:00 p.m.Rome has been a
surprising salve for
Rybakina's slow start to the
clay-court season. The In-

dian Wells champion was
forced to retire in Stuttgart
due to a back injury and was
knocked out of Madrid in
the third round by Anna
Kalinskaya.

"Coming here I didn't
expect much because un-
fortunately Rome for me is
the worst for my allergies,"
Rybakina said, referring to
the heavy pollen associated
with the tournament.

"I'm happy that I'm man-
aging to win and get these
matches," she added.

Facing Vondrousova for
a second time in her career,
Rybakina overpowered the
crafty Czech to level their
head-to-head to 1-1.
Rybakina hit 28 winners to
Vondrousova's 13 and broke
the 2019 French Open final-
ist five times.

Rybakina now awaits
the winner between No.1
Swiatek and Vekic. A match
against Swiatek would be
the third between the pair
this season, with Rybakina
having won all four sets they
played.

Jio-bp launches new diesel
that offers saving of INR 1.1

lakh*per truck annually
Mumbai, Jio-bp announced the launch of its diesel

with ACTIVE technology, set to elevate diesel standards
for Indian consumers. The newly launched additivised
diesel, available across the company’s network will yield
annual savings of up to INR 1.1 lakh* per vehicle to truck-
ers owing to(upto) 4.3%*improved fuel economy. This
new high performance diesel offering will be available
at allJio-bp outlets and will be offered at regular
priceswith no additional cost for the first time ever in
the Indian market.

Jio-bp CEO, Harish C Mehta said “While every single
customer is important, truckers have always held a special
place for Jio-bp. Accounting for over half of truckers’ oper-
ating costs, we understand the critical impact of fuel on
their overall business performance.

To ease their concerns around fuel performance and
engine maintenance, Jio-bp has worked over multiple years
with the best technologists to develop customized addi-
tive from scratch. This additive laced high performance die-
sel is designed specifically for Indian vehicles, on Indian
roads, and in Indian driving conditions.”

Diesel at Jio-bp outlets with ACTIVE technology helps
reduce the risk of unscheduled maintenance caused by dirt
build up and removes existing dirt from critical engine parts
and protects against its build up with ongoing use. It is
designed to work across a range of commercial vehicles,
and with ongoing use it offers a variety of benefits to driv-
ers and fleet owners. It helps restore and maintain the
powerof the engine withongoing use while also reducing
the risk of unscheduled vehicle maintenance
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Sec'bad-Tirupati Vande Bharat to
run faster with more passengers
Hyderabad, May 16

(IANS) The passenger capac-
ity of the Secunderabad -
Tirupati - Secunderabad
Vande Bharat Express will
more than double to 1,128
and the train will travel
faster from Wednesday.

The train which was
travelling with eight
coaches and 530 passenger
capacity is being enhanced
with revised composition of
16 coaches and 1,128 pas-
senger capacity from May
17.

The South Central Rail-
way (SCR) announced that
the travel time in both the
directions is also being re-
duced by 15 minutes and
the train will complete its
journey in either direction in
8 hours 15 minutes, instead
of the present duration of 8
hours 30 minutes.

The railways have taken
the decision to increase the

coaches keeping in view the
heavy passenger demand
for the train.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi flagged-off by the
train on April 8.

According to SCR, the
Train No. 20701/20702
Secunderabad - Tirupati -
Secunderabad Vande
Bharat Express was initially
introduced with 8 coaches'
composition, which in-
cluded 01 Executive Class
and 07 Chair Cars. Since the
introduction of the regular
services, the train has been
operating with more than
100 per cent patronage con-
sistently.

While, the Train No.
20701 Secunderabad -
Tirupati Vande Bharat Ex-
press recorded a patronage
of 131 per cent in April and
135 per cent in May, the
Train No. 20702 Tirupati -
Secunderabad Vande
Bharat Express recorded a
patronage of 136 per cent in
April and 138 per cent in
May.In terms of number of
passengers, till May 15, a to-
tal of 44,992 passengers
have availed Vande Bharat
Train service in both direc-

tions. While 21,798 passen-
gers have travelled by Vande
Bharat Express from
Secunderabad to Tirupati,
another 23,194 passengers
have travelled from Tirupati
to Secunderabad. Both the
categories of coaches - Ex-
ecutive as well as Chair Car
have witnessed more than
100 per cent patronage in
both directions.

The new composition
will have 14 Chair Cars with
1,024 capacity (instead of
earlier 6 with a capacity of
478) and two Executive
Class with 104 capacity (in-
stead of earlier one coach
with a capacity of 52).

Arun Kumar Jain, Gen-
eral Manager, South Central
Railways has said that the
doubling of the coaches is
also a timely addition, as
during this summer holiday
season more passengers
will be able to visit Tirupati.

To accommodate the re-
duced travel time, the train
timings at stations have also
been revised with effect
from May 17. The train
enroute stops only at four
stations - Nalgonda, Guntur,
Ongole and Nellore.--IANS

Argentina raises interest rate to
97%, inflation rate at 100%

Buenos Aires, May 16 (IANS) The Central Bank of
Argentina raised its key interest rate by six percent-
age points to 97 per cent in an effort to tackle soar-
ing inflation that has reached 30-year highs.

Central banks across the globe are struggling to
rein in inflation, but it's a particular problem in Ar-
gentina, where the annual inflation rate soared above
100 per cent last month, CNN reported.

That's the highest level since the early 1990s, and
currently, Venezuela and Zimbabwe are the only two
countries experiencing higher inflation than Argen-
tina, according to International Monetary Fund data.

In a statement on Monday, the central bank also
said that it is hoping the rate hike will incentivise in-
vestments in the country's currency.

The exorbitant inflation resulted in large outflows
of investments held in the Argentine peso, leading
to a 23 per cent decline in its value against the US
dollar this year.

Ahead of a presidential election set for October,
Economy Minister Sergio Massa is focused on avoid-
ing an even bigger devaluation of the currency and
containing inflation.

U.P NOW HOLDS SECOND POSITION
IN GI TAGGED PRODUCTS

Varanasi (UP), May 16 (IANS) Uttar Pradesh now
holds second position in the country in terms of hav-
ing the maximum number of Geographical Indica-
tion-tagged goods after receiving GI tags for three
more ODOP crafts.

The ODOP crafts that have received GI tags in-
clude Mainpuri tarkashi, Mahoba Gaura stone craft,
and Sambhal horn craft.

While Tamil Nadu leads with 55 GI-tagged goods,
UP and Karnataka follow with 48 and 46 GI products,
respectively. However, UP is first in terms of GI-tagged
handirafts with 36 crafts to its credit."With this feat,
UP, beating Karnataka, has become the second state
with maximum GI-tagged goods in the country. UP
also has the maximum number of GI tags in handi-
crafts in the country," said GI expert Rajni Kant, a
Padma Shri awardee,  and head of Human Welfare
Association (HWA) that facilitated these handicrafts
to get the GI certification.According to him, of the 48
GI goods of UP, 36 products belong to the handicraft
category.

India Inc gives 2% stipend hike in FY23, Chennai leads
New Delhi, May 16

(IANS) The average stipend
pay outs witnessed a 2 per
cent marginal increase in
India in FY23 compared to
the previous fiscal, and top-
paying cities were Chennai
(Rs 13,100 per month) and
Kochi (Rs 13,000 per month)
on average, a report showed
on Tuesday.

These cities were fol-
lowed by Bengaluru and
Coimbatore, both offering
Rs 12,900 per month on av-
erage as apprentice stipend.

Additionally, Nagpur
and Lucknow saw a 9 per
cent increase in stipends,
while Chandigarh had a 6
per cent increase and Delhi

and Hyderabad each had a
5 per cent increase in sti-
pend, according to a

TeamLease Degree Appren-
ticeship report.

"Incidentally, stipend
growth in India has outper-
formed salary growth in
many industries, with many
industries paying higher

than the minimum notified
stipends," said Sumit Kumar,
Chief Business Officer,

TeamLease Degree
Apprenticeship.

Employers are
willing to pay
higher stipends
than industry man-
dates as they see
the value of invest-
ing in apprentices
to bridge the skill
crisis and create a

sustainable talent supply
chain, he added.

While the overall per-
centage increase has been a
marginal spike, the findings
highlighted a significant
variation in stipend pay-

outs across industries, cities
and educational qualifica-
tions.

Jobs roles with highest
stipends are agriculture field
officer (Rs 15,200 per
month), retail sales (Rs
13,800 per month) and HR
(Rs 13,600 per month).

Agriculture and agro-
chemicals, with current sti-
pend of Rs 14,000 witnessed
a 12 per cent growth.

In the services sector, 11
out of 13 industries pro-
vided a higher stipend in
the fiscal. The top industries
included media and enter-
tainment (18 per cent), Ser-
vices including repair and
maintenance (11 per cent),
education (9 per cent), life
science (8 per cent) and e-
commerce and tech prod-
ucts (8 per cent).

shift gears, delivering 0 to 60
kmph in under 6 seconds
with a super-saving mileage
of 25 paise per km.

Equipped with a liquid-
cooled battery and
powertrain that helps in
heat management, avoiding
overheating, and improving
the performance and life of
the battery as well as the
powertrain.

125 km of range in one
charge with a 5-amp
onboard charging system
(charge anywhere in India
with any 5-amp plug) and
Internet-enabled con-
nected experiences with a
7" touch screen are some of
the best benefits customers
can experience with MAT-
TER AERA.

MATTER AERA will be of-
fered with a special price
benefit of Rs 5,000/- for the
first 9,999 pre-bookings;
customers can prebook at
RS 1999/-.

MATTER announces special pre-book
offer for electric motor bike AERA

MATTER, a tech innova-
tion-led start-up, is all set to
start the pre-booking for its
flagship motorbike, MATTER
AERA. The online pre-book-
ing will open on matter.in,
flipkart.com, and
otocapital.in from May 17th,
across 25 districts in the
country.

Pre Book Cities:
Hyderabad, Vishakha-
patnam, Vijay-awada,
Krishna, Bengaluru, Mysore,
Chennai, Coimbatore,
Madurai, Mumbai, Navi-
Mumbai, Thane,  Raigad,
Pune, Nagpur, Nasik,
Ahmedabad,  Gandhinagar,
Surat, Vadodara, Jaipur,
Indore, Delhi NCR, Patna,
Lucknow,  Kanpur,
Guwahati, Kamrup, Kolkata,
Bhubaneshwar,  and Kordha.

MATTER AERA Pre-book-
ings will be based on a first-
come, first-served basis, and
here is how you can pre-
book the MATTER AERA.You

can pre-book the AERA by
visiting matter.in,
flipkart.com, or
otocapital.in.

The pre-bookings will
be followed by test drives
offered at Matter Experience
Centres near you before the
final delivery.

MATTER has roped in
Vicky Kaushal as a brand
ambassador and it believes
that the persona represent-
ing the future forward
mindset of Indian youth is
truly characterised by the
award-winning film star
Vicky Kaushal. His presenta-
tion of the brand will create
that wave which will moti-
vate the discerning youth of
India to adopt the change

MATTER AERA boasts fu-
turistic design and innova-
tive technology that prom-
ise to revolutionise two-
wheeler mobility. MATTER
AERA is India’s first geared
EV bike with 4 speed hyper-

Yellen reiterates US could
default on debt by early June

Washington, May 16
(IANS) In a letter to Congres-
sional leaders, US Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen reiter-
ated that the country could
default on its debt obliga-
tions as early as June 1.

The Department of Trea-
sury will likely no longer be
able to satisfy all of the gov-
ernments' obligations if
Congress has not acted to
raise or suspend the debt
limit by early June, and po-
tentially as early as June 1,
Yellen said in the letter sent
on Monday.

She made the assess-
ment after obtaining addi-
tional information on the
latest data, and federal re-
ceipts, outlays, following her
earlier letter of this kind on
May 1, reports Xinhua news
agency.

"Waiting until the last
minute to suspend or in-

crease the debt limit can
cause serious harm to busi-
ness and consumer confi-
dence, raise short-term bor-
rowing costs for taxpayers,
and negatively impact the
credit rating of the US,"
warned Yellen.

"In fact, we have already
seen Treasury's borrowing
costs increase substantially
for securities maturing in
early June," she added.

If Congress fails to in-
crease the debt limit, it
would cause severe hard-
ship to American families,
harm US global leadership
position, and raise questions
about U.S. ability to defend
its national security inter-
ests, according to the Trea-
sury Secretary.

The second meeting be-
tween President Joe Biden
and congressional leaders
on budget and debt ceiling

will now take place on
Tuesday.Biden and congres-
sional leaders discussed the
budget issue for the 2024
fiscal year last Tuesday but
failed to generate meaning-
ful breakthroughs.

Though Biden has ex-
pressed optimism on pros-
pects of the second meet-
ing, Republican House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy
said on Monday that there's
been "no progress" on debt
ceiling talks ahead of the
meeting.

In January, the US hit its
$31.4 trillion debt limit, set
in December 2021, prompt-
ing the Treasury Depart-
ment to use accounting
maneuvers known as "ex-
traordinary measures" to
keep the government pay-
ing its bills, such as curbing
certain government invest-
ments.

ZestMoney founders quit as fintech
startup fails to raise capital

New Delhi, May 16 (IANS) The founders of ZestMoney,
India's digital EMI financing platform, have reportedly re-
signed as the Goldman Sachs-backed fintech startup has
failed to raise fresh capital.

According to a TechCrunch report, its founders Lizzie
Chapman, Priya Sharma and Ashish Anantharaman in-
formed employees about their decision via an email.

"Over the last few weeks, we have done a lot of think-
ing and it has been hard for us to arrive at this conclusion.
We have immense belief and faith in the potential that
ZestMoney has," the founders wrote.
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184 Gujarat fishermen return home
after release from Pakistan jail

Gandhinagar, May 16 (IANS) A total of 184 fisher-
men from Gujarat who had been imprisoned in Pa-
kistan for the last four years were reunited with their
families as they have returned to their home state.

The fishermen were released by Pakistani au-
thorities on Thursday, marking the end of a long and
challenging ordeal.

Upon their arrival at Vadodara Railway Station,
the first batch of fishermen was warmly welcomed
by State Agriculture Minister Raghavji Patel.

The fishermen expressed their gratitude to the
Centre and Gujarat government for their relentless
efforts in securing their release.

After the warm reception, the fishermen were
promptly sent to their respective native districts by
buses, where they were finally able to embrace their
loved ones after years of separation.

The sense of relief and joy was palpable as familie
and friends greeted the returning fishermen with
open arms.The group of fishermen had been lan-
guishing in Landi jail in Karachi, Pakistan, since their
arrest.

Summer vacations for UP
schools from May 20 to June 15

Lucknow, May 16 (IANS) In view of the prevailing
heatwave, the Secretary of Uttar Pradesh Basic Edu-
cation Board, has announced that the schools affili-
ated to the Board will remain closed from May 20 to
June 15 for summer vacations.

An order has been issued by Secretary of the
Board for all affiliated and recognised schools of the
Board. The heatwave has taken a severe form in the
entire country.The timings of all school were
changed earlier to save children from heatwave con-
ditions.

UP IAS officer on deputation
died of cardiac arrest

Lucknow, May 16 (IANS) Deepak Ratan, an IPS of-
ficer of the Uttar Pradesh cadre, died of cardiac ar-
rest in Delhi while he was on deputation in the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force (CRPF). He was 50.

The 1997 batch officer is survived by his wife
Kamini Ratan Chauhan, an IAS officer, a son and a
daughter.  Deepak Ratan hailed from Bhopal.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has expressed
grief over the IPS officer's sudden demise.

In its condolence note on Twitter, the Uttar
Pradesh Police said: "With profound sorrow we in-
form about the shocking demise of Deepak Ratan,
an illustrious officer of UP cadre of 1997 batch. Our
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family mem-
bers &  friends."Sources said that Deepak Ratan was
taking an inter-departmental interview at the CRPF
headquarters in Delhi when he complained of chest
pain.  He was taken to a private hospital where he
passed away.

Siddaramaiah gets MLA backing,
Shivakumar pins hopes on Sonia Gandhi

Bengaluru, May 16
(IANS) As the race for the
next Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter intensifies, sources in the
Congress party confirmed
that majority of MLAs have
expressed their willingness
for senior leader
Siddaramaiah to take up the
top post.

According to the
sources, Siddaramaiah has
the backing of more than 80
MLAs.

The party high com-
mand, which had clarified
from the beginning of mak-
ing the candiddate who had
the support of MLAs as the
Chief Minister, is now in a
difficult position as
Karnataka Congress Presi-
dent D.K. Shivakumar is also
vouching for the post.

Shivakumar, who was
supposed to meet Sonia
Gandhi on Monday, had
canceled his meeting citing
ill health.

He will reach Delhi on
Tuesday and attend a high
level meeting to decide on
the Chief Ministerial candi-
date.

Shivakumar had turned

emotional and was in tears
after Congress achieved re-
markable victory in the May
10 Assembly polls.

He maintained that he
had kept the word given to
Sonia Gandhi.

Shivakumar is also ad-
dressing Sonia Gandhi as
'taayi' and 'amma' (mother).

He said he had dedi-
cated 135 MLAs to the Con-
gress and it is now up to the
party to take a call.

Usually, the President of
Congress party becomes

the Chief Minister without
hassles.

Meanwhile, D.K. Suresh,
an MP from Bengaluru Ru-
ral and also Shivakumar's
brother, met AICC President
Mallikarjun Kharge and
urged that his brother
should become the Chief
Minister.

Sources explained that
an announcement would
be made by the end of Tues-
day and the new Chief Min-
ister will take charge by
Wednesday or Thursday.

CBI registers Rs 1,017 cr bank fraud
case against Maha-based firm

New Delhi, May 16
(IANS) The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on Mon-
day said that they have reg-
istered a case on a com-
plaint from the State Bank of
India (SBI) against a Raigad-
based private firm Loha
lspaat Limited, its Managing
Directors Rajesh
Gaurishankar, its Director
Rajesh Mohanlal Aggarwal
and others on the allega-
tions of causing a loss of Rs

1,017.93 crore to the bank
and five other consortium
member banks, an official
said.

A senior CBI official
added that the accused en-
tered into a conspiracy dur-
ing 2012 to 2017 to cheat
the SBI and five consortium
member banks by way of
availing working capital
limit, term loan and NFB lim-
its to the tune of Rs 812.07
crore.

Rejig of search panel for appointment of VCs
in Bengal varsities upset academicians

Kolkata, May 16 (IANS)
West Bengal government's
fresh notification rejigging
the search committees
meant for appointment of
Vice-Chancellors in state
universities has left the aca-
demic circles in the state
fuming.

The academicians are
especially critical about
omission for the provision
for having a representative
from the state university
concerned in the panel.

Under the proposed sys-
tem as per the ordinance,
the five-member panel
should have one represen-
tative nominated by the
Chief Minister, one by the
state Education Depart-
ment, one by the state
Higher Education Council,
one by the University Grants
Commission (UGC) and one
by the Governor, who by vir-
tue of the post, is also the
Chancellor of all state
universities.According to
the Calcutta University
Teachers' Association
(CUTA) general secretary
Sanatan Chattopadhyay,

this new system of panel
with any representative
from the state university
concerned is bound to face
legal hassles just like the
previous system faced since
it had no representative
from the UGC.

"The UGC proposal
speaks in support of the in-
clusion of a representative
from the state university
concerned in the search
panel. Moreover, this deci-
sion for the omission for the
provision for having a repre-
sentative from the state uni-
versity concerned in the
panel is an attack on the au-
tonomy of the universities,"
he added.The Jadavpur Uni-
versity Teachers' Association
(JUTA) general secretary
Partha Pratim Roy feels that
the formation of the new
search committee has been
constituted to maintain the
numerical supremacy of the
state government there so
that making politically- mo-
tivated decisions easier.

"The proposals of UGC
regarding formation of
search committees have

been totally ignored in this
ordinance. We strongly con-
demn the decision," he said.

Economist Probir Kumar
Mukhopadhyay said that
the decision is quite whim-
sical considering that the
state university concerned
for which a Vice-Chancellor
will be appointed will have
no say in the appointment
process. "This is surely done
with a political motive and
is an attack on the au-
tonomy of the state univer-
sities. In the previous system
following in the Left Front
rule, which was also fol-
lowed by the current
Trinamool Congress regime
in the first three years of its
tenure since 2011, the state
government official had no
role in vice chancellor ap-
pointment. "Then the three-
member search committees
had one representative of
the UGC, one from the state
university concerned and
one nominated by the Gov-
ernor. I am not against the
state government having its
own representative in the
search committee.

Kerala: After doctor's murder, Ordinance
amending hospital protection law awaited
Thiruvananthapuram,

May 16 (IANS) The Kerala
cabinet is expected to float
an ordinance amending
hospital protection law
when it meets on Wednes-
day, days after a

woman house surgeon
was murdered by an alleged
drug addict she was attend-
ing to.

The proposed Hospital
Protection Act has been a
long standing demand of
the Indian Medical Associa-
tion and in the wake of the
murder of 22-year-old
Vandana Das, it has gath-
ered momentum.

Authorities, including
the police, health and the
state law departments are
working hard to bring it be-
fore the weekly cabinet

meeting.
Even as these activities

are on, at the state-run
Medical College hospital at
Kochi, Kalamassery, a young
patient Doyal who was
brought with injuries, on
Monday night turned vio-
lent and according to offi-
cials at the hospital, slapped
a duty doctor.

Doyal was irritated and
turned violent while being
treated and following his
outburst, the local police ar-
rived and took him into cus-
tody.

A similar incident was
reported at the state-run
General hospital when a pa-
tient turned violent and mis-
behaved with a doctor and
was soon taken into
custody.Meanwhile, IMA

state president Dr Sulphi
Noohu said apart from the
long overdue Act, the need
of the hour is that the civil
society should come out in
the open and condemn the
acts being conducted
against the medical profes-
sionals.

"Hospitals should be de-
clared as high security
zones, similar to airports and
railway stations. The pro-
posed Act should be strong
in the fundamental areas
and should not be a tooth-
less one. Rules should be
clear, similar to the West on
the basic protocols to be fol-
lowed when those patients
who are likely to turn violent
come before medical pro-
fessionals. We are all waiting
for the Act," said Noohu.

Maha orders FIR, high-level SIT
probe into Nashik violence

Mumbai, May 16 (IANS)
The Maharashtra govern-
ment on Tuesday ordered
registering an FIR into an in-
cident of certain people
unauthorisedly gathering
outside the famed
Trimbakeshwar Temple and
a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe the subse-
quent riots that rocked
Nashik.Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis has
ordered 'strict action' in the
matter, directing the forma-
tion of the SIT headed by an
officer of the rank of Addi-
tional DGP to probe the in-
cident.

Fadnavis, who also holds
the Home portfolio, said
that the SIT will probe not
only the latest incident, but
also a similar one last year in
which some mob had alleg-

edly barged inside the
Trimbakeshwar Temple
through the main gate.

However, the local police
have contended that the
rumours of the alleged
unauthorised entry into the
temple was baseless and
the incident happened ow-
ing to some
misunderstandings.On May
13, tension gripped Nashik
when a mob of people alleg-
edly gathered outside the
Trimbakeshwar Temple and
then attempted to forcibly
enter the premises.

This resulted in huge
tension culminating in vio-
lent clashes even as the
temple authorities sum-
moned the police to control
the situation and Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde directed
suitable action in the matter.

'Cong tried to topple Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat govt', Raje responds to Gehlot

Jaipur, May 16 (IANS)
Former Rajasthan chief min-
ister and BJP leader
Vasundhara Raje on Mon-
day said there was an at-
tempt by the Congress to
topple the erstwhile state
government of Bhairon
Singh Shekhawat when he
was undergoing treatment
in the US.

"... although the Con-
gress could not succeed in
the plan... " she said while
speaking at the memorial
meeting of Shekhawat -- a
former Vice President, at
Khachariawas in Sikar.

She said this while react-
ing to Rajasthan Chief Min-
ister Ashok Gehlot's claims
that when Shekhawat was

ill, the then chief minister's
"own people" had ap-
proached him (Gehlot) to
topple the government.
Gehlot, who was then the
Congress' Rajasthan unit
president, however, said that
he had refused to do so.

Raje said that in 1996,
Shekhawat was undergoing
treatment for heart-related
issues in the US.

"During that time,
people tried to topple his
government. He was being
operated upon. On the
other hand, a different kind
of operation was going on
in Jaipur. Although the Con-
gress people could not do
anything," she added.

Raje also said that

Shekhawat's role has been
important in bringing her
into politics.

"Bhairon Singh ji used to
say that one should not be
afraid of the challenges and
problems in politics," she
said.

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said that "Bhairon
Singh Shekhawat was our
ideal leader. His plans were
also praised by the World
Bank".

Death toll in TN spurious liquor tragedy rises to 18
Chennai, May 16 (IANS)

The death toll in the spuri-
ous liquor tragedy of Tamil
Nadu has risen to 18.

While 12 people died in
Marakkanam of Villupuram
district, six succumbed in
Chengalpattu district.

Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin visited the places on
Monday and announced a
CB-CID investigation into
the matter. Several officers
of the local police have
been suspended in
Villupuram and
Chengalpattu districts.

The Chief Minister also
announced an ex-gratia

payment of Rs 10 lakh to
the family of each of the
deceased while an amount
of Rs 50,000 is sanctioned
for those who were admit-
ted to hospitals after they
consumed spurious liquor.

As per the preliminary
investigation, it was found
that the tragedy at
Marakkanam in the
Villupuram district oc-
curred when some people
consumed locally brewed
liquor.

However, in the
Chengalpattu district, the
liquor that caused the
deaths was diluted indus-

trial alcohol with Methanol
content in it.AIADMK gen-
eral secretary and former
Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu Edappadi K.
Palaniswami(EPS) will be
visiting the area on Tuesday.

EPS, while interacting
with media persons, said
that the liquor tragedy was
a clear indicator of the fail-
ure of the law and order
situation in the state.

He said that during the
10 years of the previous
AIADMK government, there
were no instances of deaths
by consuming spurious li-
quor.

Rahul reaches Kharge's residence amid
deliberations over new K'taka CM

New Delhi, May 16
(IANS) As Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge is hold-
ing parlays of meeting to
decide next Karnataka chief
minister, former party chief
Rahul Gandhi arrived at his
residence on Tuesday.

Rahul Gandhi arrived at
Kharge's residence on Tues-
day afternoon, where party
general secretary
(organisation) K.C.
Venugopal and other senior
leaders were already
present.

On Monday night, party
sources had said that the
Congress chief will decide
on the next CM of Karnataka

after discussing the result of
the secret ballot voting with
UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi.

Sonia Gandhi is cur-
rently in Himachal Pradesh's
Shimla.

On Monday, all the three
observers for Karnataka had
submitted their report to
Kharge and the meeting of
the party leaders lasted for
over 5 hours.

Leader of Opposition in
the outgoing Karnataka as-
sembly and former chief
minister Siddaramaiah had
arrived in the national capi-
tal on Monday afternoon
through a special flight.

Whereas state unit chief D.K.
Shivakumar didn't come on
Monday due to stomach in-
fection.

He left for Delhi on Tues-
day morning and is sched-
uled to meet Kharge later in
the day.Before leaving for
Delhi from Bengaluru, he
said that the party is 'God' to
him."Ours is a united house.
Our number is 135 and I am
a party President. Congress
party is my temple. The
party is like a mother. I have
done my job," Shivakumar
stated."The God and mother
know what to offer to the
children. I am going to meet
my God in the temple.

ED raids Lyka
Productions in TN
Chennai, May 16 (IANS)

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) raids are currently un-
derway on Tuesday at 10
places associated with the
major Tamil film production
company, Lyka Productions.

Lyka is one of the major
film producers of Tamil
Nadu having produced
superhit movies like
'Ponniyin Selvan 2' and

Kamal Haasan's 'Vikram'.
Lyka is also producing

the second edition of 'In-
dian 2'.Sources in the probe
agency told IANS that dur-
ing the previous raids, some
digital evidence on transfer
of money, money being
pumped in by private finan-
ciers that were not ac-
counted for, had been un-
earthed.

Man killed in road
accident in Bihar district

Patna, May 16 (IANS) A
man working as a home
guard in Bihar's Sitamarhi
district was killed in a road
accident, police said on
Tuesday.

Dinesh Thakur (Batch
number 141 U) was de-
ployed at Bhutahi picket
under Sonbarsa police sta-
tion, along with two others.

Police said that an uni-
dentified speeding vehicle
hit the police picket and one
of the broken barriers hit
Thakur on head and chest

injuring him severely late on
Monday night.

"Thakur was critically in-
jured in this tragic accident.
His fellow home guards
rushed him to Sadar hospi-
tal in Sitamarhi where he
succumbed to his injuries,"
said an official spokesper-
son of the Sitamarhi police.

"We have registered an
FIR under rash and negli-
gent driving amount to cul-
pable homicide against un-
known person and investi-
gation is underway.

RANCHI, School Students uses umbrella to shield themselves from soarching
heat on a hot summer day, in Ranchi on Tuesday.UNI

GUWAHATI, Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal distributing appointment latter at Roger Mela in Guwahati on Tues-
day. UNI

COX'S BAZAR, Photo shows a view of a collapsed house after cyclone Mocha made landfall in Cox's Bazar,
Bangladesh.  Cyclone Mocha, packing winds of up to 200 mph, brought destructive winds and a devastat-
ing storm surge particularly in Bangladesh's southeastern Cox's Bazar district and its offshore island. UNI

Kejriwal to visit up to meet
AAP's winning candidates

Lucknow May 16 (IANS)
AAP national convenor and
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal will soon visit
Lucknow to meet and greet
the party candidates who
won the in the recent Uttar
Pradesh civic polls.

"Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal will visit
Lucknow by the end of this
month. He will meet all win-
ning candidates of the party
and guide them how to
carry out work in their con-
stituencies," AAP's chief
spokesperson Vaibhav
Maheshwari said.

After the civic polls, AAP
will now focus on Uttar
Pradesh in the wake of the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

"As Uttar Pradesh sends
the largest number of 80
MPs to Parliament, AAP's
planning for the state will be
for the general election,"
said aparty leader.

Throughout the cam-
paigning for civic polls, AAP
candidates had focused on

the Delhi model of gover-
nance of the party.

"The party is also plan-
ning Arvind Kejriwal's UP
tour. But the schedule is yet
to be formalised," said an
AAP leader.

The party's most re-
sounding victory was in the
Samajwadi Party's strong-
hold, Rampur district.

Party candidate Sana
Khanam was elected chair-
person of the Rampur Nagar
Palika Parishad. Khanam
bagged 43,121 votes (44.19
per cent of the total votes
polled) to win this seat re-
served for women.Rafat
Jahan of AAP was elected
chairperson of the Kemri
nagar panchayat, Rampur.
She secured 7,449 votes
(52.84 per cent of total votes
polled).According to the
Uttar Pradesh State Election
Commission, AAP won three
nagar palika chairman seats,
six nagar panchayat chair-
man seats and several wards
in municipal corporations.


