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Covid not over yet, prepared to
Brief manage any situation: Mandaviya
News

Maha to set up
task force to
monitor Covid
situation:
Fadnavis

Nagpur, Dec 21 (IANS)
The Maharashtra government will soon set up a Task
Force to monitor the Covid
situation, Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis informed the state Assembly
on Wednesday.
He said the state government will coordinate
with the Central government and its agencies on
this.Fadanvis was replying
to a query from Opposition
Leader Ajit Pawar, who
raised the issue in the Lower
House. Pawar expressed
concern over the return of
Covid and the precautions
taken by China, US and Japan, and called for initiating
urgent measures to tackle
the situation.

CMYK

‘BHAROSA’ will
help parents
track their
children
Lucknow, Dec 21 (IANS)
‘Bharosa’ will now assure
parents about the safety of
their school going children.
Under project Bharosa,
parents will be able to track
the movement of buses and
vans, ferrying school children, on their phones.
Lucknow Smart City will
soon launch project
‘Bharosa’ for tracking movement of school buses and
vans in the Uttar Pradesh
capital. The device data can
be tracked through an app
and hence parents would
be able to know as to who
is driving the vehicle, at
what speed and in which
district the bus is registered.

New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS)
After reviewing the Covid
situation in India in the
wake of several countries
reporting a resurgence of
the virus, Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
on Wednesday said that the
the pandemic is not over
yet, but “we are prepared to
manage any situation”.
He made the remark after holding a review meeting with senior officials at
the Nirman Bhavan here
earlier in the day.
Taking to Twitter, the
Minister said: In view of the
rising cases of Covid19 in
some countries, reviewed

the situation with experts
and officials today.
“Covid is not over yet. I
have directed all concerned
to be alert and strengthen
surveillance. We are prepared to manage any situation.” Meanwhile, the Health
Ministry has also written to
the states to ramp up the
whole genome sequencing
of positive cases to track the
new Covid variant.
In the letter on Tuesday,
the Ministry said:“In view of
the sudden spurt of cases
being witnessed in Japan,
the US, South Korea, Brazil
and China, it is essential to
gear up the whole genome

20-year-old lynched in Chennai for
stealing iron rods, 8 arrested
Chennai, Dec 21 (IANS)
Greater Chennai police arrested eight people and
were on the hunt for two
more in connection with the
lynching of a 20-year-old
youth on charges of stealing
iron rods from a construction site.
The deceased identified
as Shahin Sha Khader (20)
along with his friends Vinod
(20) and Hemananthan (20)
was alleged to be stealing
iron rods from a construction site at Toddhunter
Nagar in Saidapet, Chennai
on Monday night.
Police said that the
three, according to eyewitnesses, were allegedly stealing iron rods from a site

where the construction for
the government quarters
was taking place. According
to police, Site engineers and
construction
workers
reached the spot after they
came to know that iron rods
were being stolen from the
site.
While Vinod and Syed
Sha Khader were caught,
Hemanthan
escaped.
Sources in police told IANS
that Hemanthan informed
the family members of both
Vinod and Syed Sha Kareem
that they were being assaulted at the construction
site. Family members of
both Vinod and Syed Sha
Karim reached the spot and
took them to the hospital.

sequencing of positive case
samples to track the variants
through Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium network”.

Guj Health Dept
to increase Covid
testing at int’l
airports

Gandhinagar, Dec 21
(IANS) Gujarat Health Minister Rishikesh Patel on
Wednesday
reviewed
Covid-19 preparedness in
the state and instructed to
increase the testing of foreign arrivals at international
airports.

U’khand HC
rejects CBI
inquiry in Ankita
Bhandari murder
case
Nainital, Dec 21 (IANS)
The Uttarakhand High
Court, on Wednesday rejected a petition for a CBI
inquiry in the Ankita
Bhandari murder case.
The High Court accepted the SIT investigation
and deemed a CBI inquiry as
unnecessary. The petition
for a CBI inquiry was filed by
journalist Ashutosh Negi.
Earlier on November 26, the
verdict in the case was reserved. Ankita Bhandari was
brutally murdered by Pulkit
Arya, the son of now expelled BJP leader Vinod
Arya.

7 students killed
as school bus
overturns in
Manipur
Imphal, Dec 21 (IANS) At
least seven students were
killed and over 18 injured,
many of them critically, after
a school bus overturned in
Manipur’s Noney district on
Wednesday, the police said.
The bus carrying the students suddenly overturned
when the driver was negotiating a turn on Old Cachar
Road near the Longsai area
of the mountainous district
killing at least five students
on the spot and injuring 20
others.

kept ready.”
According to the
Department’s Tuesday’s bulletin, there are 20 active
Covid cases in the state and
their condition is stable.
On Tuesday, two new
cases were reported and six
patients were discharged.
Till date 12,66,452 patients were treated in the
state and discharged, since
the first case was reported
in March 2020.
Till now, a total of 11,043
persons have died due to
the virus in the state.
On Tuesday 3,030 persons were vaccinated, taking the total to 12,77,27,843.

7 in 10 Indians want govt to shut all
flights from China as Covid surges
New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS)
As the sudden Covid surge
in China has brought back
fears of the pandemic, 7 in
10 Indians on Wednesday
said all flights from China
should be stopped and the
government should prohibit entry (mandatory
quarantine) for anyone who
has been in China in the last
14 days.
Currently flights from
mainland China to India are
through other countries
while direct flights run from
Hong Kong to India.
The Covid virus, via its
sub variant BF.7, is back and
is currently causing havoc in

China.
After China eased restrictions post many protests in the country, it is experiencing a massive surge
in Covid cases overwhelming hospitals like never before.
According to a survey by
social community engagement platform LocalCircles,
71 per cent of citizens said
India should suspend flights
from China as well as prohibit entry (mandatory
quarantine) for anyone who
has been in China in the last
14 days.
Around 16 per cent respondents said the govern-

ment should only suspend
flights from China and let
passengers who have been
in China during the last 14
days come in via other
countries with a negative
Covid test report.
Some global epidemiologists are estimating that
more than 60 per cent of
China and 10 per cent of the
world’s population are likely
to be infected over the next
90 days with deaths likely in
the millions.The survey findings indicated that the majority of the citizens (87 per
cent) are in favour of shutting all direct and indirect
flights from China.

Congress leader Sonia Gandhi and paty Rajya
Sabha MP Amee Yajnik at Parliament House during
the winter session, in New Delhi on Wednesday. UNI

BJP, Modi govt ‘scared’ of Bharat
Jodo Yatra’s ‘success’, says Raj
CM
Jaipur, Dec 21 (IANS) Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Wednesday said that the BJP and
Modi government are scared of the “rising popularity” of Bharat Jodo Yatra, being led by Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi. The Chief Minister said that ‘scared’ of
the BJY’s “popularity”, Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya has written a letter to Rahul Gandhi to follow COVID protocol during the yatra. Gehlot posted
on Twitter in Hindi,“The Bharat Jodo Yatra’s Rajasthan
leg completed on December 21 morning, but the BJP
and Modi Government are so scared of the huge
crowd that gathered here that the Union Health Minister wrote a letter to Rahul Gandhi on December 20
to follow the Covid protocol in Rajasthan.”“This clearly
shows that BJP’s aim is to disturb the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
fearing the increasing public support,” he said. Further,
he said, “Two days ago the Prime Minister held a rally
in Tripura where no Covid protocol was followed. In
the second wave of Covid, PM did big rallies in Bengal.

AAP gears up for municipal polls
in UP, campaign from Jan 1

Kharge meets US
charge d’Affaires
New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS)
Congress Chief Malikarjun
Kharge met US charge
d’Affaires, Ambassador
Elizabeth Jones here on
Wednesday and discussed
the India-US ties.
Later Kharge tweeted,
“India-U.S. strategic partnership is based on shared
democratic values and increasing convergence on
global issues.Pleasure meeting @USAndIndia’s Charge
d’Affaires, Amb Elizabeth
Jones.

He chaired a meeting of
the Department’s senior officers here where the Minister was briefed about the
present situation in the
state, Patel also instructed to
to follow the ‘Triple T’ approach — tracing, testing
and treatment — if required.
Addressing the media,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Health) Manoj Aggarwal
said: “All primary and community health centers are
being asked to keep medicine and enough stocks of
vaccines ready, as well as
oxygen plants that are installed should be tested and

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel calling on Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, in New Delhi on Wednesday.UNI

Delhi BJP chief questions CM
Kejriwal’s links with Vijay Nair
New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) Delhi BJP working president Virendra Sachdeva on Wednesday questioned
Delhi Chief Minister over his links with Vijay Nair in the
excise policy scam case.
Sachdeva said that from the facts presented in the
court by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) it was very
clear that a cartel was formed by the Aam Aadmi Party,
its government in Delhi, politicians from Telangana and
some big liquor traders of the South.
Sachdeva raised some questions for CM Kejriwal to
reply. These are: “How was it possible that without the
political patronage of the Chief Minister, Vijay Nair kept
changing the decisions of the Excise Department?
“How was it possible that Vijay Nair could do kickback-transactions worth more than Rs 100 crore without political patronage?
“The Chief Minister has been saying that Vijay Nair
looks after the work of the election planning department of the Aam Aadmi Party, but now when it has become clear that Vijay Nair used to do deals pretending
to be an Excise Department officer — now the people
of Delhi want to know the CM’s reaction on Vijay Nair?”

Lucknow, Dec 21 (IANS)
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
is intensifying its campaign
for the upcoming ULB elections in Uttar Pradesh. The
party will launch padyatras
and roadshows across all
district headquarters from
January 1, 2023.
The padyatras, currently
planned for all municipal
corporation headquarters,
will be led by MP and party
in-charge of UP, Sanjay
Singh. The first one is expected to begin in

No politics of vendetta, Himachal
legislators tell ex-CM
Shimla, Dec 21 (IANS)
Himachal Pradesh legislators on Wednesday denounced the statement of
BJP leader and former Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur,
who said the Congress government is pursuing the
politics of vendetta.
In a joint statement here,
the legislators — Rajesh
Dharmani, Sanjay Rattan
and Sunder Singh Thakur —
said “it appears the former
Chief Minister is in a hurry to
please his political bosses at
New Delhi by resorting to
such baseless statements”.
They said the government, headed by Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu, has been given a

mandate by the people for
five years and it is the commitment of the government
to fulfill all 10 guarantees
and other election promises
made by the Congress
ahead of the assembly elections in the five years.
They said the previous
BJP government in the fagend of its tenure announced
opening and upgrading of
several institutions with an
eye on the elections. All the
institutions were opened
and upgraded with a motive
to woo voters without any
budgetary provision.
They said not even a
single institution was
opened or upgraded on
public demand.

Lucknow. “We have no
problem if the polls are delayed.
We will continue to
strengthen
our
organisation during this
period. In the remaining
days of December, we will
focus on finalising candidates where possible or, at
least, shortlisting wherever
possible since we are continuing to get many fresh
applications.
The final and shortlisted
candidates will also join me

in the padyatra,” Singh said.
Sabhajeet Singh, the local
body election in-charge for
the state, said that each
yatra would cover a minimum distance of 5 km. The
party is also working on a
theme song for the local
body elections, he said.
“We will also release
one guarantee patra for
Uttar Pradesh. This will be
a common set of poll promises for the state which will
contain issues like sanitation, health, education, etc.

In addition to this, if any district or corporation has a
specific issue, that will also
be added to this manifesto,” Sabhajeet Singh said.
The party is also working on its list of star campaigners, which is likely to
consist of MLAs from Delhi
as well. These will be those
MLAs and party members
who have an Uttar Pradesh
connect, especially MLAs
who have won on
Purvanchal strong seats in
the national capital.

Assam govt prepares SOP to combat
rising crimes against women, children
Guwahati, Dec 21
(IANS) To tackle the
growing rate of crime
against women in the
state, the Assam government has prepared a
standard operating procedure (SOP), officials
said on Wednesday.
The Leader of Opposition in the Assam Assembly,
Debabrata
Saikia, raised the issue of
the rising rate of crime
against women and children in the state.
Replying to Saikia’s
query in the assembly,
state finance and social
welfare minister Ajanta

Neog said, “This is an issue
of concern for all of us.
Therefore, the state government has formulated a
standard operating procedure (SOP) to counter
crimes against women and
children.
It will make it easier for
various government agencies to work together to
combat the threat. The SOP
was prepared after consulting with the home,
health, and legal departments.”
She further said that it
is the collective responsibility of the authority and
society to stop crime

against women and children. “The state government is providing a selfdefence course to
women students in two
districts as a pilot project.
Shortly, we shall
implement this across
the state,” she mentioned. Meanwhile, Saikia
demanded fast-track
courts to deal with this
kind of legal complaint.
He said that the state
government should set
up a one-stop counter in
every police station to
deal with complaints regarding crime against
women and children.

BJP legislators demand compensation
for kin of hooch tragedy victims

Patna, Dec 21 (IANS) Following the hooch tragedy in
Saran district, BJP legislators
sat on dharna in Bihar Legislative Assembly, demanding compensation for the
family members of deceased.
BJP leaders believe that
over 100 persons have died
in the hooch tragedy and
the state government is hiding the numbers.
They have demanded
that the state government
should come up with the
real figure of the deceased.
The civil surgeon of Saran
claimed that 34 postmortems have taken place
in Chapra Sadar hospital

and eight in PMCH. Hence,
42 persons have lost their
lives in Saran hooch tragedy.
Hari Bhushan Thakur
Bachaul, the BJP MLA from
Bisfi in Madhubani district
said:“Over 100 persons were
killed in Saran hooch tragedy. They are the natives of
Bihar, still Nitish Kumar is insensitive towards them.
What is the fault of poor
women and children? Why
Nitish Kumar is not giving
compensation to them.
How could he be so insensitive to poor children? BJP
will not allow this. We will do
Chakka Jam in Bihar if the
Nitish Kumar government

does not give compensation to them. We cannot allow liquor sellers to enjoy
(Bechne Wala Mauj Karega)
and drunkards to die (Pine
Wala Marega) or Palatne
Wala (one who changes
stance) to rule the state.”
Samrat Chaudhary, the
Leader of the Opposition in
Bihar Legislative Council
said: “We are demanding
compensation for the
people of Bihar who died in
hooch tragedy. We are not
demanding for natives of
other states.”
“Now, RJD MLC Ram Bali
Singh Chandravanshi has
levelled allegations on
deputy chief minister that

he used to drink liquor. Why
Nitish Kumar is not taking
action against him.The chief
minister will soon change in
Bihar. Nitish Kumar always
makes tall claims of ‘Na
Bachate Hai or Na Fasate Hai’
but never applies it. He
never stands on his words.
If he does not save anyone,
then why is he not taking
action against Tejashwi
Yadav?” Chaudhary said.
Meanwhile, Sunil Kumar,
minister of liquor prohibition department of Bihar
claimed that the authority
will crack Saran hooch tragedy case in next two to three
days and actual culprits will
be put behind the bars.
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Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren gets hand sanitises amid Corona
Virus alert during ongoing Winter Session of Jharkhand Assembly in Ranchi on
Wednesday. UNI
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The battle
for Belagavi
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At the heart of the Belagavi
dispute is a linguistic chauvinism
that seeks to refute the
existence of multilingual
cultures and communities.
The responsibility for the re-emergence of shrill
linguistic chauvinism in Maharashtra and Karnataka
over Belagavi lies with the political parties in both
states, which have preferred to inflame sentiments
than calm tempers. Governments in Mumbai and
Bengaluru have allowed parochial groups to set the
agenda and let the situation turn worse. Last week,
Karnataka stopped politicians from Maharashtra, including an MP, at the inter-state border when they
tried to travel to Belagavi to meet the agitators. ProMarathi and pro-Kannada groups have started protests, some of which turned violent last week. The
Maharashtra and Karnataka legislative assemblies are
poised to pass resolutions that frame a hardening of
their respective stances. The warring parties must
heed Home Minister Amit Shah, who has appealed
to them to wait for a resolution from the Supreme
Court, which is hearing a petition on the matter.
At the heart of the matter is Maharashtra’s claim
over Belagavi, a city with a significant Marathi-speaking population, in Karnataka. Belagavi became a part
of Karnataka, then Mysore state, when state borders
were redrawn in 1960. Maharashtra has since been
demanding the inclusion of Belagavi and a few hundred villages within its boundaries. It also rejected the
recommendation of the 1966 Mahajan Commission,
a panel set up by the Centre and headed by former
Chief Justice of India Mehr Chand Mahajan, which
ruled in Karnataka’s favour. Chauvinist outfits have
kept stirring the pot and mainstream parties dip into
it whenever they seek a distraction from bread-andbutter governance issues. The fact is Belagavi — and
many other border towns and villages — have multilingual populations. While language has been central to the formation of social identities, it became a
marker of state boundaries only after Independence.
Languages travelled with traders, craftsmen, missionaries, soldiers, and even clerks, and multilingual societies were created as kingdoms and states were constituted and reconstituted. Multilingualism, which has
a history of centuries, cross-fertilised the production
of literature in Indian languages and the seamless
transfer of ideas across linguistic subcultures.
When borders were redrawn to create linguistic
states, care was taken to safeguard minority linguistic cultures. The state boundaries were expected to
be soft borders that allowed bilingual or multilingual
communities to flourish, as they did in the past.
Maharashtra and Karnataka, like most linguistic states
in India, are relatively new entities while the geographies they encompass have been home to bilingual
and multilingual communities and cultures for centuries. The rich music, theatre, cinema and literature
of both these states have been shaped by the uninhibited mixing of linguistic cultures. The people who
carry the flag of monolingualism are ignorant of both
the history and culture of their own states and the
country.

(1) Glowing Festival Grounds at Night, (2) Fun & Learning for Kids at Bal Nagar (3) Children Volunteer Guiding Visitors (4) Peacocks at the Glow Garden in all their
Glory (5) The Light & Sound Show – Memories & Divine Glimpses of Pramukh Swami Maharaj at BAPS Pramukh Swaminagar in Ahmedabad

Sealing of several properties, valued at Rs 100 crore

Separatist hardliner Geelani’s house sealed as
Kashmir crackdown targets roots of terror
By Ahmed Ali Fayyaz

New Delhi, Dec 21: Close on the heels of the
sealing of several properties, valued at Rs 100 crore,
in Baramulla, Bandipora, Ganderbal and Kupwara
districts on December 17, the District Magistrate
in Srinagar has sealed three more properties of the
banned organisation, Jammu and Kashmir Jamaate-Islami.
The properties sealed for entry and usage on
Tuesday over a recommendation of the State Investigation Agency (SIA), include a two-storey
house constructed on 17 Marlas of proprietary land
given to the separatist leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani
over 35 years back in the Barzulla neighbourhood
of Srinagar.
In an order issued on 19 December 2022, the
Srinagar District Magistrate Mohammad Aijaz
Assad has quoted communication No. SIA/SN/FIR17/2019/7738-42 dated 16-12-2022 from the SIA,
saying that during investigation of case FIR No: 17/
2019 u/s 10, 11, 13 UA(P) Act of Police Station
Batmaloo-now being investigated by SIA-three
particular properties owned by or under possession of banned JeI had surfaced in his jurisdiction
and the same were required to be notified under
section 8 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.
One of the properties includes land measuring
1 Kanal and 7 Marlas at Khushipora Shalteng
Srinagar, under survey No. 279 and 280, in the name
of JeI through its District President Bashir Ahmad
Lone S/o Abdul Samad Lone R/o Harwan, Srinagar
vide mutation No. 2949. Another property on 1
Kanal and 3 Marlas of land, acquired in the same
person’s name through mutation No: 2950, has
been sealed at Khushipora Shalteng.
Both the sealed properties had been acquired
by the JeI outside the Army’s Divisional Headquarters of Sharifabad, on the outskirts of Srinagar.
The third property is a two-storey residential

structure constructed over proprietary
land measuring 17 Marla and 199 sft
under survey No. 1388/307 at Barzulla,
Srinagar. It had been placed in the
name of one Firdaus Asmi S/o Ghulam
Nabi Asmi vide mutation No: 2646 but
physically given in possession of the
then JeI leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani.

Geelani severed his over 50-year-long
association with the JeI before a split
in the separatist conglomerate
Hurriyat Conference in 2003 and
floated his own organisation, Tehreeke-Hurriyat, and a pro-Pakistan faction
of the Hurriyat Conference. However,
the JeI did not recover the property at

Barzulla from him for a long time.
Geelani died in September 2021.
The DM said that upon obtaining
the report from concerned Tehsildar
and after perusal of revenue records
pertaining to the above properties, it
was found that these properties were
owned and possessed by the banned
JeI through
its members.
“...on perusal
of
the
records and
other connected documents, I, District Magist r a t e
Srinagar, am
satisfied that
there is sufficient material to notify
the above
mentioned
properties
under the
said Act,” the
order said. It
also ordered
seizure of the
bank
accounts of the
JeI property
occupants. Sources said that Tuesday’s
sealing of the JeI properties was a result of the investigation into one FIR
originally registered with Police Station Batmaloo, Srinagar. They said that
the authorities were verifying the title
and deals related to Geelani’s another
house at Hyderpora where he had also

set up the office of his Tehreeke-Hurriyat. With all four of his
daughters married outside
and both his sons living in
their own houses separately in
Srinagar, only his wife is living
at his Hyderpora house after
Geelani’s death.
Sources said that the SIA
was investigating whether
Geelani’s house at Hyderpora
had been acquired by JeI or its
guerrilla arm.
JeI, which once introduced
itself as the political patron of
the now banned terror outfit
Hizbul Mujahideen, was notified as a proscribed
organisation days after the killing of 40 CRPF personnel in an
unprecedented car bomb
blast on the Srinagar-Jammu
highway in February 2019. The
suicide attack near Awantipora
triggered a major crackdown
on Kashmir’s separatist and
guerrilla organisations. Hundreds of the prominent separatist activists, stone pelters
and terror supporters were either jailed or placed under
‘house arrest’.
Early this year, the Revenue
and Police authorities began
identifying, attaching and sealing the JeI-owned properties
on the recommendations of
the SIA which has taken over
the investigation from the District Police of Srinagar.

Int. Academic Conference on Ancient Indian Temple Architecture
at Pramukh Swami Maharaj Nagar, Sardar Patel Ring Road, Ahmedabad
An international academic conference on ancient Indian temple architecture convened today at Pramukh
Swami Maharaj Nagar in Ahmedabad,
in which eminent scholars from
around the world delivered papers
demonstrating the role of temples in
society . Titled“Ancient Indian Texts on
Temple Architecture and their Contribution to Modern Practices”, the conference was organized by Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA), a premier research institute
of the Indian Government’s Ministry of
Culture, and BAPS Swaminarayan
Sanstha (BAPS) as part of the centenary celebrations of His Holiness
Pramukh Swami Maharaj.
The conference explored the role
of temples (mandirs) as sacred spaces
of devotion and cultural expression.
Scholars highlighted the impact of
temples in moral formation, social harmony and community service. They

also presented the relationship between modern temple architectural
practices and ancient texts on templebuilding and investigated their devel-

opment. The conference paid tribute
to Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s contribution to the legacy of temple-building
and the profound impact it continues
to have in empowering communities
across the world.

synergy between a multitude of cultures and countries while preserving
traditional values.
Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi, Chairperson of IGNCA and Chairperson of

In his welcome
a d d r e s s ,
Brahmaviharidas
Swami, a senior and
learned swami of
BAPS, encouraged
the more than 150
conference delegates
to approach this conference with a creative mindset – to not
merely learn about
history, but to create
it. Pramukh Swami
Maharaj worked to
preserve the core values of humanity
through building
temples and brought society together.
Citing the example of the BAPS Hindu
temple being constructed in Abu
Dhabi, he argued how temples bring

the Advisory Body on Intangible Cultural Heritage & Diverse Cultural Traditions of India relating to UNESCO,
thereafter elaborated on the
conference’s central theme by explaining the significance of manuscripts in
preserving the tradition of templebuilding. In this regard, he identified
Pramukh Swami Maharaj as a visionary, stating that “Pramukh Swami
Maharaj was not just a man of thought,
but also a man of action. We cannot
even remember the names of 1200
temples, let alone make them.”
In his keynote address, Dr. Shri
Krishna Jugnu, an eminent scholar of
ancient Indian architectural texts,
highlighted the role of sacred texts like
the Agamas, Samhitas, Shilpa Shastras,
Puranas and others in shaping culture,
art, architecture and spiritual practices
through the ages.
Other speakers included a rich

blend of young and senior scholars
from universities in India as well as
other countries, including Delhi University, University of Cambridge,
Harvard University, University of Chicago and University of Toronto. They
analysed temple complexes through
a variety of disciplinary perspectives,
including those theological, social,
political, ethical, architectural, historical, textual and ecological.
Dr. Shonaleeka Kaul, Associate
Professor at Jawaharlal Nehru University, described the significance of Indian temple architecture as an encompassing space built for “homecoming”
where devotees can tap into the“eternal truth of the everyday.”
Sarju Patel from the University of
Chicago noted how temples function
as spaces in which religious therapeutical work occurs. Sarang Patel, also
from the University of Chicago, argued
that temples not only function as ritual
spaces of worship but contribute to
the cultivation of virtues.

Jitendra Shah, a renowned
scholar of Jain philosophy attached to
the American Institute of Indian Studies and B.L. Institute of Indology in
Delhi, drew parallels between Jain and
Hindu texts and recognized Pramukh
Swami Maharaj’s contributions to the
temple-building tradition as profound
expressions of dedication and devotion.
Anchit Jain, a graduate student
from Delhi University, argued how
temples can either create conflict and
cleavages between communities or
become spaces that inspire profound
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peace and nonviolence. For example,
the BAPS Akshardham temple in
Gandhinagar has famously promoted

housing, noted how temples bring
about the transformation of visitors
and promote universal human values.

the message of peace and nonviolence in the aftermath of the terrorist
attacks on the mandir complex on 24
September 2002.
In the concluding panel, eminent
archaeologist G.B. Delgurkar, President of Deccan College Deemed University of Pune, highlighted the role of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj and his creation of 1100 temples in infusing new
life into Hindu traditions.
Dr. Yatin Pandya, the founder of
Footprints EARTH, an innovative
agency integrating environment, architecture, research, technology and

In his presentation in an earlier panel,
he focused on the spiritual significance of the temple and argued that
temples foster an environment where
an individual can withdraw from the
worldly realm and experience an intimate and personal connection with
the divine.
The conference was part of the
grand month-long celebrations marking the centenary anniversary of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj on the 600acre grounds of the ‘Pramukh Swami
Maharaj Nagar’ off the SP Ring Road
in Ahmedabad.

In the news
When Amitabh Bachchan cheered
for PT Usha during Olympics in LA

Mumbai, Dec 21 (IANS) Megastar Amitabh
Bachchan spoke about athlete P.T. Usha and called
her a great player on the quiz-based show ‘Kaun
Banega Crorepati 14. He recalled watching her in a
hurdle race during the Olympics in Los Angeles. He
said that he and his friend were the only two Indians attending the event. When his friend got to know
that P.T. Usha was running in the hurdle race and was
about to win, they cheered for her. Born on June 27,
1964, in Kuttali, Kerala, Pilavullakandi
Thekkeraparambil Usha was the first and greatest
woman champion in Indian athletics. She has won
four gold medals and seven silver at the Asian
Games, and 23 medals at the Asian Championship,
including 14 gold medals. The host said that although she won the race, she secured 4th position
in the finals. She felt very bad. Though, she was representing India and it was not a small thing. Furthermore, while speaking to the 14-year-old contestant
Japsimran Kaur from Jalandhar, he mentioned about
the environment of Jalandhar and said: “It is beautiful. People there are very affectionate and care about
each other a lot.” He also praised her for the way she
cares for her grandmother and wished that their bond
remains so. Big B also asked her to always remember
the valuable lessons taught by her grandmother.‘KBC
14’ airs on Sony Entertainment Television.
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SRK the only Indian to feature in Empire
Ayesha Jhulka reminisces about
’50 Greatest Actors Of All Time’
shooting the 90s’ hit ‘Wada Raha Sanam’ magazine’s
Mumbai, Dec 21 (IANS)

Mumbai, Dec 21 (IANS)
Bollywood actress Ayesha
Jhulka, best known for her
film ‘Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikandar’
recently appeared on a singing reality show along with
another well-known face of
Bollywood, Neelam Kothari.
While both enjoyed the performances by contestants,
Ayesha felt nostalgic after
listening to the song ‘Wada
Raja Sanam ‘ sung by
Sonakshi Kar from Kolkata.
This romantic song was
picturised on Ayesha and
action star Akshay Kumar. It
was originally sung by Alka
Yagnik
and
Abhijit
Bhattacharya.
Recalling the shooting
for this song from the 1992
film ‘Khiladi,’ Ayesha said: “I
am grateful to hear this from
you Sonakshi, very beautifully sung.”
“Yeh gaana bohot si

15 years of ‘Welcome’: Playing Majnu
bhai came ‘naturally’ to Anil Kapoor
Mumbai, Dec 21
(IANS) As the 2007 comedy caper ‘Welcome’
completes fifteen years
on Wednesday,
Bollywood actor
Anil Kapoor, who
played the role of
Majnu bhai in the
film, is filled with
gratitude. Majnu
bhai among Anil’s
favourite characters. This character
has given rise to
countless memes
of social media
and
WhatsApp
stickers. Some
people have even gone
to the length of merchandising Maju bhai’s
famous donkey on a
horse painting by
patching them onto tshirts. The actor mentioned that the character was indeed a fun one
to portray as he didn’t
feel like he was acting.
He shared: “It came to
me naturally and with

Anees bhai’s (Anees
Bazmee, the director) writing and direction and with
Nana being the perfect co-

Star as Uday bhai made it
even easier and lots of fun. I
see so many recreations on
social media of his dialogues and it’s amazing
how he is still relatable
even to the famous Gen Z.
The character is one of the
most iconic ones and will
instantly lift your mood
with his dialogues and
swag.” ‘Welcome’ was directed by Anees Bazmee,

and also starred Nana
Patekar, Katrina Kaif,
Akshay Kumar, Paresh
Rawal,
Malaika
Sherawat
and
Feroz Khan. It told
the story of a
simpleton and his
family who cross
paths with a gangster family in pursuit of Akshay ’s
character
of
Rajeev. The ensuing comedy has
many iconic moments that have
gone down in the
page of histor y
and have been captured in memes. Recollecting his experience
of shooting with the ensemble cast, he added:
“The on-set memories
with Akshay, Nana,
Paresh, Katrina will stay
on. We used to laugh so
much off the camera after the final take. A wonderful film, character
and experience.

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
EKTABEN GANESHBHAI
DABHI to EKTA VINAY
NAKUM
Add. B/26, Vaikunth Vihar
Society, Naroda,
Ahmedabad-382330
4030

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
BHAWANI to BHAWANI
ARTH RAVAL
Add. 3, Aasopalav Society,
Mansarovar Road, Palanpur385001
4031

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
VARSHA MANOJKUMAR
DARJI to HEMANGINI
MANOJKUMAR DARJI
Add. 303, Bhakti Flat,
Vakhriya Char Rasta,
At. Kalol, Ta.Kalol,
Dist. Gandhinagar-382721
B080

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
PATEL TEJAS JAYANTILAL
to PATEL TEJASKUMAR
JAYANTILAL
Add. Kaneripura, Vasai,
Dabhla, Vijapur,
Mehsana-382865
4040

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
MOHEMED SHOEB
MOHMED SULAMON to
SHAIKH MOHEMED SHOEB
MOHAMMADSULEMAN
Add. 1299, Giyas Pole,
Dariyapur, Ahmedabad
4041

thing his mother makes for
him.
Talking about the same,
Ayushmann shared: “My
mom and my mother-in-law
spoil me with my favourite
dishes and I thoroughly enjoy it. It is tough for me to
decide what I want to eat
each day. Right from rajmachawal, sarson ka saag,
makki ki roti, pinni to gaajar
ka halwa - I like to eat all the
delicacies that they make
because they are simply divine. This holiday season I’m
looking to get pampered in
Chandigarh.”
He further spoke about
the importance of spending
quality time with family as
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
PATEL NARENDRAKUMAR
ISHVARBHAI to PATEL
NARENDRABHAI
ISHWARBHAI
Add. C/30, Sardarkunj
Society, Shahpur Bahai
Center Ahmedabad-380001
4042

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
PATEL JAY
NARENDRAKUMAR to
PATEL JAY
NARENDRABHAI
Add. C/30, Sardarkunj
Society, Shahpur Bahai
Center Ahmedabad-380001
4042A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
MEENAXI GANGARAM
GOHIL to MINAXI
GANGARAM GOHIL
Add. C-203, Aniket Res,
C.G.Road, Chandkheda
Ahmedabad
4044

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
VANAND MAHESHKUMAR
BABUBHAI to VALAND
MAHESHBHAI BABUBHAI
Add. C/77, Ayodhyanagar
Soc, Kalyanpura Road,
At. Nanikadi, Ta.Kadi
Dist. Mehsana
4046

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
MAHESHKUMAR
NANAKRAM to JOSHWANI
MAHESHKUMAR
NANAKRAM
Add. C/302, Satkar Status,
Near ITI Road,
Ahmedabad-382330
4047

yaadein le aata hai” ( This
song brings back so many
memories), it was a nostalgic moment for me.”
Ayesha, who is also
known for giving hits such
as ‘Meherbaan’ , ‘Dalaal’,
‘Rang’,‘Masoom’, among others expressed her wish of
going back to those days.
“I get emotional, if I recollect all those memories as
it’s been 30 years since this

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
SANJAY SHYAMSUNDER
KHATWANI to SANNJAY
KHATWANI
Add. B/503,
Ami Appartment,
Near Prerna Tirth Derasar,
Jodhpur, Satellite,
Ahmedabad-380015
4049

I have changed my old name
from
BHAWANA KRIPLANI to
BHUMIKA AMIT KRIPLANI
Add. C/501, Aatrey Green
Flat’s Hansol, Sardarnagar,
Ahmedabad-382475
4045

he said:“I feel it is important
to spend quality time with
your family. One must always remember where
one’s roots are and for me
it’s Chandigarh.
My parents and this
beautiful city have shaped
me into the person that I
have become today. Despite
being in Mumbai, I always
feel a massive gravitational
pull for my home.”

song, I must say time flies. I
wish we could go back to
those days when we could
perform this song on hills
and mountains with beautiful scenes, just to recreate it
again,” she added.
Vishal Dadlani, Neha
Kakkar, and
Himesh
Reshammiya are judges on
‘Indian Idol 13’. The singing
reality show airs on Sony
Entertainment Television.

‘Step Up’ director
says show has
socially relevant,
engaging stories
Mumbai, Dec 21 (IANS)
Dawn Wilkinson, who has
partly directed the third season of drama series‘Step Up’,
has shared that the show
features stories which are
socially relevant but at the
same time, they are very entertaining and engage the
audience on an emotional
plane. Commenting on the
storyline of the show Dawn,
who has directed five of the
season’s ten episodes said:“I
love the way the characters
are written, and Holly
(showrunner) has created
storylines where there are
parallels between the characters. The stories are socially relevant but still entertaining and that engages an
audience; makes them want
to watch and makes them
feel for the characters.”
Based on the cult film, ‘Step
Up’, this series follows the
drama, scandalous romance,
and rivalries told through
the intersection of the
worlds of music and dance
within a highly sought-after
performance empire. “I’ve
always felt like that is the
best way of storytelling. You
want the audience to be on
the journey with the characters; to have empathy for the
situations they are in. That’s
the best we can do as storytellers - create that empathy
and communicate a world
that may not be familiar and
make it something that
people can relate to and
understand,” the director
added.

Ayushmann is a true blue Punjabi, attested
by rajma-chawal & sarson ka saag!
Mumbai, Dec 21 (IANS)
Bollywood star Ayushmann
Khurrana, who was recently
seen in ‘An Action Hero’ is a
true blue Punjabi munda as
he loves to indulge in food
at all times. The talented actor-singer enjoys homemade food and Indian
sweets made by his mother
of which rajma-chawal,
sarson ka saag, makki ki roti
and gaajar ka halwa are his
absolute favourites.
Given his shooting
schedule, the actor has to
constantly follow a regimented diet plan. However,
the talented actor makes it
a point to go back to his
hometown Chandigarh every Diwali and year-end
holiday, and during this
time, he indulges in every-
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E-TENDER NOTICE

Guj Info Petro Limited (GIPL)is inviting offers for
“Selection of an agency for providing Internal
Bandwidth at GSPC Bhavan, Gandhinagar” from
eligible Bidders by E-tendering process. The last
date for tender downloading & submission is
06/01/2023. For more details please visit website
https://gem.gov.in Kindly visit this website
regularly for any updates in future.
INF/2051/22-23

E-TENDER NOTICE

Guj Info Petro Limited (GIPL)is inviting offers for
“Selection of anagency for providing MPLS VPN
connectivity between GSPC Bhavan,
Gandhinagar and its block locations across
Gujarat” from eligible Bidders by E-tendering
process. The last date for tender downloading &
submission is 06/01/2023. For more details please
visit website https://gem.gov.in Kindly visit this
website regularly for any updates in future.
INF/2052/22-23

WATER AND SANITATION MANAGEMENT

ORGANISATION (WASMO)
GANDHINAGAR
TENDER NOTICE NO.04, 05 & 06/2022-23

Online tender though E-tendering are invited by the
WASMO, Jalsevabhavan, Sector-10-A, Gandhinagar
Engagement of Agency to carry out Functionality
Assessment of In Village Water Supply Systems including
water sources in Gujarat Ahmedabad Cluster: Estimated
cost Rs.138.96 lakh, Vadodara Cluster:- Estimated cost
Rs.159.60 lakh, Surat Cluster:- Estimated cost Rs.203.04
lakh. The Tender can be downloaded at any time after date
21/12/2022 but last date of on-line submission on website
shall be up to 18.00 hours on date 11/01/2023. For more
details please visit https:/www.nprocure.com. The next
update regarding the applicable tenders will be available
on thie website. For any problem of Rural area Water supply
please contact GWSSB Helpline No.1916.

INF/2062/22-23

CMYK

Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan has become the
only Indian to be named in
the list of ’50 Greatest Actors
of All Time’, released by Empire magazine.
Others who are named
in the list include Hollywood
stalwarts Tom Hanks, Robert
De Niro, Denzel Washington,
Natalie Portman and Bette
Davis among many others.
Pooja Dadlani, Shah
Rukh’s manager, took to
Instagram to share the
news.
She shared a clip of the
article and wrote: “@iamsrk
on the Empire list of 50
greatest actors of all time...
the only Indian doing us
proud always!”
Shah Rukh in a career
spanning over three decades has worked in iconic
films such as ‘Dilwale
Dulhania Le Jayenge’,
‘Swades’, ‘Kuch Kuch Hota
Hai’, ‘Kabhi Khushi Kabhie
Gham’, ‘Mohabbatein’, ‘VeerZaara’, ‘Devdas’ and ‘Om
Shanti Om’, among many
others.

His next film ‘Pathaan’
has been surrounded in
controversy ever since film-

makers released its first
song ‘Besharam Rang’ a few
days ago.

Big B recalls playing cricket between
shots, despite bat being small
Mumbai, Dec 21 (IANS)
Megastar
Amitabh
Bachchan went down
memory lane to talk about
one of his old pictures in
which he can be seen playing cricket on a film set.
When
15-year-old
Tushar Bareth from Raipur,
Chhattisgarh, took over the
hotseat, he saw one of Big

B’s old pictures and asked
him:“You look so tall but the
bat is small. Why?”
Answering his question,
Big B replied: “In between
shots, when there is still
time, all of us played cricket.
The bat they brought was so
small, it seemed less like a
bat for cricket and more like
a stick for ‘gilli danda’.”

CMYK
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City-State

Laurels go for a toss, blind cricketers live in penury
Palanpur : When Balaji
Damor heard about India’s
sublime performace to beat
Bangladesh and life the T20
World Cup for the blind on
December 17, he walked
down the nostalgic lane, albeit sorrowfully.
The 48-year-old recalled
his moment of glory when
he was crowned ‘man of the
series’ for his all-round
performace that took India
to the semi-final of the blind
men’s cricket world cup in
1998 held in New Delhi. But
the laurels he earned then
are long lost in the life of
drudgery as Damor ekes out
a living throught casual

labour and cattle grazing.
“My performace was
even praised by then president of India K R
Narayanan,” Damor told Reporter, lamenting how he
was overlooked for a government job in the reserved
category too.
Damor said he had
scored 64 runs against Pakistan and bagged 14 wickets
in seven matches with other
teams being West Indies, Sri
Lanka, South Africa, New
Zealand, England, and Australia.
“My wife also does casual labour so that we can
make two ends meet,” he

A SPECIAL COCKTAIL EDIT BY
HARIT ZAVERI JEWELLERS

Gujarat State CM Bhupendra Patel paid a courtesy call on the President of India Draupadi Murmu
and Vice President in New Delhi. President
Draupadi Murmu congratulated Bhupendra Patel
for assuming the responsibility of governing
Gujarat for the second time.

Fed up with domestic dispute,
cop murders wife in Gujarat
Vadodara, Dec 21 (IANS) Fed up with domestic
dispute, a Gujarat police constable has stabbed his
wife to death in Bhikapur village, here.
The accused will be produced before the First
Class Judicial Magistrate court on Wednesday.
Police constable Amrut Rathva, who works in
Surat, stabbed his wife Mangiben Rathva, a bus conductor with the State Transport Service, on Tuesday evening. Bus driver Raman Rathva lodged a
complaint with police, stating that he was on duty
to run State Transport bus along with conductor
Mangiben Rathva from Pavijetpur to Chuli. But,
when the bus reached Bhikhapura, a man boarded
the bus, started arguing with bus conductor
Mangiben, and stabbed her multiple times.
After stabbing her, the accused tried to flee but
was caught hold of, the bus driver told police.
Emergency medical services and police were
informed, but by the time ambulance arrived,
Mangiben had passed away.
The accused had introduced himself as Amrut
Rathva, husband of Mangiben, the bus driver said.

17-yr-old impregnated by
father’s friend in Gujarat
Ahmedabad, Dec 21 (IANS) A 17-year-old girl
was allegedly raped multiple times and impregnated by her father’s friend in Ahmedabad.
The heinous crime came to the fore on Tuesday
after the girl, who was vomiting, was rushed to a
hospital, where doctors, after medical examination,
declared her five month pregnant.
When asked, the girl revealed to her mother that
during Navratri, Dodiya lured her on the pretext of
getting her a job, took her to an isolated place and
raped her.
As victim’s parents were daily wage earners, accused use to frequent visit their place and rape the
girl. Dodiya threatened the girl that if she revealed
about it to anyone, he would kill her parents. The
victim’s mother lodged a complaint against accused
Chanduji Dodiya in this regard.
The accused has been booked under section
376 of IPC and the POCSO Act.

MGNREGA fraud worth Rs 3
crore unearthed in Gujarat, 4
booked
Amreli, Dec 21 (IANS) Four officers working for
MGNREGA department have been booked for siphoning Rs 3.30 crore from the government’s treasury in Gujarat’s Amreli district.
From 2015-2019, the accused created duplicate
job cards, opened accounts in other banks on job
card holders’ names, created fake documents of
beneficiaries, made payments into these accounts
and later withdrew the money.
The accused were identified as Assistant
programme officer Shaktisinh Jadeja, Assistant Account Officer Vimalsinh Basan, MIS coordinator
Jignesh Vadia and technical assistant Ashwin Shiyal.
On Tuesday evening, Taluka Development Officer Vijay Sonagra in his complaint said:“Comptroller Auditor General’s December 2021 audit report
had noted that more than Rs 3 crore payment is
made to third party. Taking serious note of audit
report, Amreli Rural Development Agency’s Director in September 2022 ordered Taluka Development Officer to investigate it. After three months
of investigation, he submitted a report to the Director in the first week of December.”

Ahemdabad - With
sparkle being in season,
Harit Zaveri Jewellers unveil
their latest diamond collection, Diamonds in Cinema.
Diamonds have been a
popular theme in cinema for
many
years,
often
symbolising luxury, glamour, and love. Inspired by
Cinema that has always
given identity to independent artists, and has been
one of the very few mainstream platforms that allowed women to be seen
and appreciated as visionary talents- diamonds, in
many ways, have played the
same role in a woman’s

style.
Says Harit Zaveri, “We
understand how diamonds
reflect different facets of a
woman’s persona. This is the
philosophy behind our new
line Diamonds in Cinema as
we present to you our finest
stones in beautiful designs.

said.
Like Damor, another
blind cricketer Vikas Patel
from Aravalli too suffers the
same fate. A resident of
Lusadiya village in Bhiloda
taluka, Patel shot to fame in
the Blind Men’s T-20 World
Cup in 2012 and 2014.“Patel
too had played a crucial role
in his team’s performace
and helped India lift the
world cup in 2012.” said
Mazhar Suthar, district
sports development officer.
Forgotten long ago, Patel
now lives by selling snack
packets from a makeshift
cabin in his village. Such was
his anguish over his

with the Ministry of Tourism,
Government of India, and
with the strong support of

Gujarat Tourism to boost Incredible India! campaign.
Lukshmi Vila palace sojourning the Concours is the most
impressive Raj-era palace

Ahmedabad : The Omicron subvariant BF.7 considered to be the primary reason for the rise of Covid
cases in China-is reported in
two positive cases in
Gujarat, indicated the data
of genome sequencing by
Gujarat Biotechnology Research Centre (GBRC).
Ahmedabad and Vadodara
each have recorded a case
each. While one case is reported recently, another is
slightly older, indicated the
records. No patients have
shown any severed symptoms, claimed state health

and the largest private
home built to date, covering
over 500 acres of land, four
times the
size
of
Buckingham
Pa l a c e .
Vadodara
s h o wc a s e s
Gujarat&#39;s
excellent artistic and architectural
talents from
both
the
present and
past eras.The
staterenowned
for
its
temples and historic
capitalshas always put viewers in awe withthe intricate
artistrycarved and crafted
centuries ago.

Academy of Paediatrics, Gujarat to hold 48th
Annual State Conference “GujPedicon 2022”
Ahmedabad, The Academy of Pediatrics Gujarat is
holding the three-day 48th
Annual State Conference –
GujPedicon
2022
in
Ahmedabad from Friday to
Sunday, claiming that postCovid newborns, children,
adolescents, and parents are
experiencing a surge in
healthcare issues and the
world needs to think creatively and improve the systems of care to meet the
demand and provide the
best care for affected. ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS
GUJARAT is an association of
around 2200 pediatricians
of Gujarat state. It has 22 city
branches and ACADEMY OF
PEDIATRICS AHMEDABAD is
one of them which has 550
members.
Association
works on different fields not
only related to medical field
but various social activities
also. This seminar is being

put on to raise awareness
about dealing with all of
these problems without
turning to self-medication.
More
than
500
paediatricians from Gujarat
and elsewhere will attend
this
seminar. Manoj
Aggarwal IAS, Additional
Principal Secretary for
Gujarat Health and Family
Welfare, will attend as the
chief guest, and Dr. Upendra
Kinjawadekar, President of
CIAP 2023, will be the guest
of honour. Both GujPedicon
organising chair Dr. Chetan
Trivedi and UNICEF Gujarat
head Prashantha Das will be
there.
Additionally, Dr. Chetan
Trivedi’s installation as the
Academy of Paediatrics
Gujarat’s new president will
be celebrated.
Dr. Chetan Trivedi, the
president-elect of the
Gujarat Academy of Paediat-

Vadodara : Proponents of traditional games, which
are fast losing their charm to more glamorous sports,
can head to Vadodara on December 26. Gujarat’s cultural capital’ is set to host a thrilling three days of the
third Senior National Pittu Championship that will promote this exciting ball-and-stone game that traces its
history to the childhood of Lord Krishna who played it
with his friends.
Many of you have played it in childhood, but few
know that ‘pittu’, also called ‘satodiyu’ or ‘nargol’ in
Gujarat now has a formal rulebook and a national
championship too.
The event is not going to be mere tokenism, as 40
teams from 21 states and Union territories will be participating, which is the highest among the championship held so far.
Teams from Jammu and Kashmir in the north to
Pondicherry in the south and Gujarat in the west to
West Bengal in the east will participate.

Another surge in China: Guj
has two BF.7 Covid cases

Gujarat all set to be on World
Heritage Motoring Tourism Map
Ahmadabad, December
21 st , 2022:Celebrating the
spirit of motoring,21 Gun
Salute
Concoursd’Elegance
2023 is going to be heldin
Vadodara this year, raising
the name of Gujarat on the
global motoring tourism
map. The Concours will exhibit the vintage &amp; classic, rare and magnificent automobiles of the past with 3
days of motoring extravaganza i.e., from 6 th to 8 th
January 2023 in the royal
Lukshmi Vilas Palace of
Vadodara flaunting Gujarat’s
rich long-lived history and
culture in all its glory.
The
Concours
is
organised by the 21 Gun
Salute Heritage &amp; Cultural Trust in collaboration

achievement being ignored
that he refused to play in the
2015 world cup as a mark of
protest. In 2017, when the
Indian men’s cricket team
lifted the Blind T-20 Cricket
Word Cup for the second
time, it had refused to accept the cash prize of Rs 10
lakh announced by the then
Union sports minister Vijay
Goel as they expected more
from the government including an official recognition for the blind cricket. After recently winning the
blind T20 world cup, Indian
skipper Ajay Kumar Reddy
raised the issue of recognition for the team.

Get ready for three thrilling days
of ‘satodiyu’ in Vadodara

rics, said during the
“Gujpedicon 2022” curtainraiser event that various experts and seniors in the field
of paediatrics and its subspecialities would share
their knowledge, innovations, and expertise with
their fellow members to advance their skills and expertise. In addition, they will
stay current on paediatric
breakthroughs in order to
better the healthcare for
children in our state. A series
of lectures and panel discussions on current topics in
child health, social issues,
adolescent health, lifestyle
issues, neonatal issues, immunization, etc. are part of
the conference. Additionally,
the health department representatives
from
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, the Gujarati government, and UNICEF will
coordinate the sessions.

department official.
Meanwhile, with rise in
Covid cases globally, the
Union health & family welfare ministry has asked all
the states to increase genome sequencing.
In a latter dated December 20, health secretary
Rajesh Bhushan has asked
the states to ‘gear up the
whole genome sequencing
of positive case samples to
track the variants thorugh
Indian
SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG)’ in view of the
‘sudden spurt of cases being

witnessed in Japan, United
States of America, Republic
of Korea, Brazil and China.
Manoj Aggarwal, ACS
(health), told Reporter that
alsmost all eligible cases are
being sequenced for analysis. “Even as the number of
cases is falling, the number
of daily tests has remained
high along with groundlevel surveillane. GBRC is
carrying out whole genome
sequencing of all Covid
cases,” he said, adding that
with the directives, surveillances for new cases would
be increased.

Man tries to
pacify angry
men, beaten
Ahmedabad : A 21-yearold man from the Sabarmati
area of the city on Monday
filed a complaint alleging
that nine men assaulted him
and his friend when they
tried to pacify the men who
were fighting with each
other and abusing at a roadside food joint in the Visar
area on December 15. When
they were eating, nine men
in one group were abusing
and threatening each other
over some issue. When
Shrimali’s friend looked at
them and tried to pacify, the
group of men, all around 25years-old, began abusing
him.

Cattle menace has gone
out of proportion: HC
Ahmedabad : The
Gujarat high court again
expressed concerns
about the stray cattle
nuisance and on Tuesday
said that the menace has
“gone asked the state
government to act on it.
Earlier this year,
based on a contempt of
court petition, the HC
toughened its stand on
the issue of cattle on
public roads. It ordered
the state and city administration to ensure that
stray cattle are not found
on the streets in cities
and in rural areas.
On the HC’s directions the government
started establishing new
cattle pounds, officials

Hit & run: Man
held for killing
RSS worker
Ahmedabad : Bopal police on Tuesday caught a 31year-old man for killing a 72year-old man, a worker of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), in the wee
hours of Monday near
Lalgebi Ashram in Ghuma.
The accused was identified as Mayur Patel, 31, a resident of Shivalik Society near
Kabir Enclave in Ghuma, was
caught at Palodia village
enar Santej in Gandhinagar
district. Inspector A P
Chaudhary of Bopal police
said Patel was hiding in the
village and had switched off
his phone to evade arrest.
Bopal police received a tipoff about his whereabouts
after which he was nabbed.
Patel confessed to driving
his car under the influence
of alcohol before police. The
deceased, Kalu Rakholia,
was a resident of Happy
Heights Flats in Ghuma.

were delegated certain
tasks, and reports were submitted to the HC.
On Tuesday morning,
advocate general kamal
Trivedi requested the high
court to adjourn the case,
but Chief Justice Aravind
Kumar told the government
law officer, “Yesterday in
Rajkot, a member of the
armed forces was attacked,
and he is in a serious condition. I saw it on TV.”
When the AG tried to tell
the court about the
government’s efforts to
curb the stray cattle menace,
the CJ said,“This cattle menace has gone out of proportion. Do something about
it.”
The
government

presisted in deferring the
hearing by submitting
that the petitioner’s lawyer, Amit Panchal, had
some suggestions for a
resolution to the problem, and the government
is trying to carry them
out.
The HC adjourned
the hearing till January 9,
2023. Meanwhile, the HC
ordered the cattle nuisance control departments (CNCD) of municipal corporations to continue patrolling 24X7 to
impound stray cattle
found on public streets.
On October 1, a resident
of Naroda, Bhavin Patel,
was hit by a cow, leading
to his death.

Prof. (Dr.) Purvi Pokhariyal of NFSU
appointed as first female Chairperson
of the Indian Society of Criminology

Prof.
(Dr.)
Purvi
Pokhariyal, Campus Director,
National Forensic Sciences
University
(NFSU),
Gandhinagar, is unanimously appointed as Chairperson of the Indian Society
of Criminology for two
terms on 18th December
2022. Prof. (Dr.) Pokhariyal
becomes the first female
Chairperson in the history of
the Indian Society of Criminology in the last 52 years.
Notably, Chairperson and
Dy. Chairperson are selected
from the same organization
that is National Forensic Sciences University (NFSU) is

also unique.
On this occasion, a felicitation ceremony was organized at National Forensic
Science University (NFSU),
Gandhinagar on Wednesday. Dr. J.M. Vyas, Vice-Chancellor, NFSU, felicitated Prof.
(Dr.) Purvi Pokhariyal with a
bouquet for the selection in
the National Organization,
which works on crime prevention. Dr. J.M. Vyas said
that it is a matter of pride for
the National Forensic Sciences University that she
leads one more National Organization. We wish her
grand success in all endeavors.

Professional Conference for Members of CREDAI at PSM Nagar Deluge of startups, sector bias affect early-stage funding

Ahmedabad, A special
one-day conclave was organized today for members of
the Confederation of Real
Estate Developers Association of India (CREDAI) as a
part of the centenary birth
celebrations of His Holiness
Pramukh Swami Maharaj in
Ahmedabad, in partnership
with CREDAI Gujarat, supported
by
CREDAI
Ahmedabad GIHED and
sponsored by Dharmadev
Infrastructure.
The conference was led
by a panel of high-calibre
speakers, namely Hemant
Patel (President, CREDAI
Gujarat), Rajni Ajmera (Chairman and MD, Ajmera Group),
and Rahul Patel (M/s Patel &
Co. Chartered Accountants).
The inaugural session included an inspiring motivational
talk
by
Brahmaviharidas Swami, a
senior swami of BAPS
Swaminarayan Sanstha. He
noted that we tend to lose
hope on being constantly
confronted with challenges.
Quoting Pramukh Swami
Maharaj, he said, “God affectionately supports those
who face adversity with
hope.” He added that the
entire Pramukh Swami

Maharaj Nagar is a shining
example of delivering amidst
challenges. He further said:
“The key takeaway from
Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
life is that we should continue to do good work and
let others celebrate your
good work. We should market what we can deliver only.
Whatever work you do and
whatever zenith you reach,
do not chase fame; let the
fame come to you. If we work
in this way, nobody can defy
us. If we don’t seek pride,
pride will find us. May we
continue to keep progressing and create magic in this
world.”
In a subsequent welcome address, Hemant Patel,
Chairman of CREDAI Gujarat,
said,“100 conferences would
be required to talk on
Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
greatness!” Further throwing
light of Pramukh Swami’s exemplary work, he said,
“Pramukh Swami Maharaj
through his divinity and
spirituality created more
than 1100 exquisite mandirs
in India and around the
world, including the
Akshardham complexes in
Gandhinagar and New Delhi
in a span of just 6 years and

5 years, respectively. It makes
him an inspiration for us
builders.”
Thereafter, an interesting
moderated question and answer session followed with
Rajnikant Ajmera, Chairman
and Managing Director of
Ajmera Group, in which he
shared his insights on building a brand, family values,
facing obstacles, lessons for
young entrepreneurs, business principles, etc.
Expressing his gratitude
towards Pramukh Swami
Maharaj, he said,“We are disciples of Pramukh Swami
Maharaj, and whatever we
have achieved and are currently achieving is only due
to his blessings.” He further
added,“To maintain stability
in life, faith in a religion is required. Pramukh Swami
Maharaj would say we persevere fully and leave the end
result to God.” He also said
that practicing regular
satsang have ensured that
his family has overcome all
the problems.
Gyanvatsaldas Swami
delivered an thought-provoking session on ‘Developing the Cultured Next Generation: The Real Property to
Own.’ Throwing light on

Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
teachings, he said, “If we do
not impart values to our family, we will one day lose everything.” Further he appreciated the exemplary devotion of the family members
of Rajnikant Ajmera that they
start their routine only after
performing their daily puja.
He further drew appreciation
towards Pramukh Swami
Maharaj’s efforts in imparting family values in children
and adults alike especially his
initiative of ghar sabha,
which has successfully resulted in solving several
problems within homes of
the devotees.
The conference concluded with a lecture by
Rahul Patel, M/s of Patel & Co.
Chartered Accountants, on
GST. He shared his insights
on legal issues in GST in real
estate industry.
Appreciating the grandeur of ‘Pramukh Swami
Maharaj Nagar’, he said,“The
creation of such a mammoth
and beautiful complex was
only possible due to the
blessings of Pramukh Swami
Maharaj.”
All the delegates were
then given a guided tour of
‘Pramukh Swami Maharaj

Nagar’ where they learned
about Pramukh Swami
Maharaj’s inspiring life and
worldwide contributions for
humanity through the various attractions and exhibitions.
Today’s event is the
fourth in a series of 14 such
conferences for professionals of various fields, including
doctors, lawyers, industrialists, technocrats and entrepreneurs. It is a testament to
the progressive mindset of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj,
whose work and teachings
touched people from all
walks of life, to ensure the
holistic success and happiness of everyone in society.
Pramukh Swami Maharaj
was an exemplary spiritual
leader who personified his
universal teaching,“In the joy
of others lies our own.” The
culmination of his centenary
anniversary is being celebrated through a monthlong festival on a 600-acre
site off the SP Ring Road in
Ahmedabad made possible
by the selfless service of
more than 80,000 volunteers
inspired by His Holiness
Mahant Swami Maharaj, the
spiritual successor of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj.
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Ahmedabad : Funding
winter ? Probably! Angel investors in Gujarat are treading with caution when it
comes to pumping in
money into early-stage
startups : A problem of
plenty and sector bias appear to be among the key
reasons. The fund raised by
early-stage startups in
Gujarat has declined from
$206 milion in 2021. to $153
milion this year, according to
data compiled by GVFL (formerly, Gujarat Venture Finance Limited).
Explaining the phenomenon, Mihir Joshi, CEO, GVFL,
said, “There is no particular
dearth of capital amongst
investors.
However, there is an inherent demand for the right
investments by most VCs.
This is true across the board.
Investors will only put in
funds where returns are
promising.” According to industry players, sector-bias is
also one of the reasons due
to which investors are cautious. “For instance,soon after the Covid-19 pandemic,
there was a wave of Ed-tech
startups that pulled huge
funding. However, with edu-

cational institutions and
campuss resuming offline
operations, the buzz fizzled
out. This year very few Edtech startups managed to

raise funds,” Joshi further
added. Startups operating
on a cash-burn model are
being increasingly evaluted
more critically.

INR 63 Lakh Cash Prizes Awarded
to Winners of iCreate
EVangelise’22, India’s
Ahmedabad, December 21, 2022: iCreate (International Centre for Entrepreneurship and Technology),
India&#39;s leading innovation-based startup incubator, yesterday announced the winners of the EVangelise
‘22, the second edition of India’s largest EV innovation
challenge.
Upon technical evaluation and
market relevance and
implementation strate g i e s ,
Gyrodrive
Machineries, C Electric Automotive Drives and Fasmho Energy Systems.
were awarded the top three positions in the TRL&gt;4
category respectively. Six winners across two categories
- TRL&gt; 4 and TRL&lt;4 received cash prizes of INR 10
lakh, INR 7.5 lakh, and INR 5 lakh, respectively, and six
consolation prizes worth INR 3 lakh was also awarded.
The top three winners with TRL&gt;4 also received INR
50 lakh as incubation support, subject to agreed terms
and conditions to each to take their ideas to market.
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Conflict, drought lead to
rapid increase in food
insecurity in Ethiopia: UN

Addis Ababa, Dec 21
(IANS) Conflict in parts of
Ethiopia has triggered a
rapid increase in food insecurity, compounding the impact of an unprecedented
drought affecting the
country’s eastern and southern regions, the UN has
warned.
Titled monitoring food
security in food crisis countries with conflict situations,
the joint report, produced by
UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organization and World
Food Programme, is a twiceyearly report on the acute
food insecurity situation in
countries where conflict and
insecurity are primary drivers
of acute food insecurity, reports Xinhua news agency.
The report provided an
overview of how conflict and
violence contributed to rising food insecurity between
January and October 2022 in
Ethiopia. “The recent escalation of conflict in parts of
northern Ethiopia and other

regions, in particular
Benishangul-Gumuz and
Oromia, has driven a rapid
increase in food insecurity,
compounding the impact of
an unprecedented drought
affecting eastern and southern regions,” the report said.
“The situation in parts of
northern Ethiopia remains of
the highest concern. This is
due to the high volatility of
the context in the past
months and the persistence
of one or more drivers of severe food insecurity,” it
added. Ethiopia has seen a
devastating conflict between government-allied
troops and forces loyal to the
rebel Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) since November 2020, which left
thousands dead and millions
in urgent need of humanitarian assistance. On November
2, the Ethiopian government
and the TPLF signed a cessation of hostilities agreement
to end the two-year-long
conflict.

3 killed in Israeli missile attack
near Damascus
Damascus, Dec 21 (IANS) Three people were
killed during a midnight Israeli missile strike that
targeted the countryside of Syria’s capital Damascus,
a war monitor reported on Wednesday.
The victims were agents who worked with the
Lebanese armed group Hezbollah, which has a presence in the southern countryside of Damascus, according to the UK-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights.
The Israeli missiles targeted areas in the vicinity
of the Damascus international airport and the
Sayyida Zaynab area south of Damascus, Xinhua
news agency quoted the watchdog as saying.
With this attack, Israel has carried out 32 attacks
on Syrian soil since the beginning of 2022.

Australian PM supports push for
national gun register

Kara Alexander, 44, (left) appeared at Barkingside Magistrates' Court today charged with the murder of
the children, aged two and five. She wore a grey tracksuit with her hair covering her face as she spoke to
confirm her name and date of birth. Alexander was remanded in custody ahead of a preliminary hearing at
the Old Bailey on December 22. No details were given during the hearing which lasted less than five minutes.
Emergency services were called to an address in Cornwallis Road, Dagenham at 2pm on Friday, where the
bodies of the children were discovered (right). Both officers and the London Ambulance Service attended
but the children were pronounced dead at the scene. Their family have been informed and continue to be
supported by specialist officers. Post-mortem examinations and formal identifications will be arranged in
due course.

Japanese lawmaker quits for
underreporting political funds

Tokyo, Dec 21 (IANS) A
Japanese lawmaker from
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) on
Wednesday resigned following allegations of
underreporting political
funds, marking the latest in
a string of such scandals
that have hammered public
support for Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida. Informed
sources said that following
suspicions being raised,
Kentaro Sonoura, a fifthterm lower house member
was questioned by prosecutors of his own volition
about underreporting
around 40 million yen
($302,940) raised through
fundraising parties, reports
Xinhua news agency.
Thereafter, the 50-yearold Sonoura submitted his
letter of resignation to lower
house speaker Hiroyuki
Hosoda earlier in the day,

following a backlash of intense pressure for him to
step down following revelations of his alleged fraud
coming to light, sources
close to the case said.
The disgraced lawmaker
in a statement apologized
for his misdoing, admitting
he had submitted “false” political funds reports, fostering “public distrust”.
Sonoura, one of LDP Vice
President Taro Aso’s aides
and a former reporter for
the major Japanese newspaper the Yomiuri Shimbun,
originally denied any knowledge of underreporting the
funds when first asked by
reporters last month, but
flip-flopped on his admission later saying he had
been informed by one of his
secretaries during questioning by prosecutors, sources
with knowledge of the matter said.

Aso himself is a key factional backer of Kishida and
served as prime minister for
around one year until September 2009.
The latest scandal for
Kishida’s
government
comes on the heels of three
members being forced to
relinquish their ministerial
portfolios owing to their involvement in a series of
funding and other scandals,
which greatly derailed the
public support rate for
Kishida’s Cabinet.
Sonoura’s political fund
organization said it had reported it had raised 43.62
million yen from six
fundraising parties held between 2018 and 2020.
Another support group
for Sonoura, meanwhile, reported that it had separately
received around 10 million
yen through three events it
held between 2017 and

2019. The secretary serves
as treasurer for both groups.
Informed sources said that
the two organising bodies
are alleged to have collected vastly higher
amounts of money through
staging
events
and
underreporting the real
amount.
The sources also said the
Tokyo District Public Prosecutors Office may issue a
summary
indictment
against Sonoura, who
served as a special advisor
on foreign affairs and senior
vice foreign minister under
the late Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, on charges of
violating the political funds
control law by the end of
this year. For failing to report
income or expenditure,
Sonoura could be facing a
prison term or a fine of up
to 1 million yen as stipulated
by the law.

British-Indian driver who killed
old man gets licence back
London, Dec 21 (IANS)
An Indian-origin driver who
knocked down and killed a
71-year-old man in Glasgow,
has won an appeal to get his
licence back early to help
expand his restaurant business, local media reported.
Sandeep Singh, now 36,
was travelling at almost 50
mph in a 30 mph zone when
his BMW hit Billy Dunlop in
Nitshill Road, in the Darnley
area, on February 20, 2014.
He was convicted of
causing death by dangerous
driving and was jailed for
four years in 2016.
He was also disqualified
from driving for 10 years.
The Glasgow High Court
on Monday reduced Singh’s
10 year ban to seven and
gave his driving licence back
after it was informed that he
has to take care of his
family’s restaurant business
due to his parents’ failing
health. Singh’s lawyer also
told the court that he needs
the license to travel to the
UK and America for franchis-

ing opportunities related to
his business.
The court also ordered
that Singh will have to pass
an extended driving test
before getting his licence.
“I do not do this lightly.
You need to be careful behind the wheel as (any further offending) you could
be facing a very significant
sentence,” Judge Lady Rae
told Singh, according to
Glasgow Live.
“I hope we do not see
you again,” Rae added.
She also asked for further information to be provided about Singh and his
family circumstances at the
hearing.
During his hearing in
2016, Singh had pleaded
guilty to a lesser charge of
causing death by careless
driving, which was rejected,
according to BBC.
In his defence, Singh
told the court that Dunlop
“came out of nowhere”,while
he was driving home from
his restaurant in Paisley.

Hong Kong, Dec 21
(IANS) Facing an unexpected surge in cases after
lifting zero-Covid policy restrictions, China has set up
a network of hospitals to
monitor mutations of the
virus, the media reported on
Wednesday.
The Chinese Centre for
Disease Control and Prevention (China CDC) has established a data gathering network made up of one hospital in each city, and three
cities in each province, reports South China Morning
Post.
Each hospital will collect
samples from 15 patients in
the outpatients and emergency room, 10 from patients with severe illnesses,
and all fatalities, the report
mentioned.
“Genomic data from the
samples will be uploaded to
the national database
within a week for analysis
and sequencing, laying out
the distribution of any sublineages that may develop
across the country,” said the
report, quoting Xu Wenbo,
director of the China CDC’s
National Institute for Viral
Disease Control and Prevention, as saying.
According to China CDC,
130 Omicron sub-lineages
have been found in the past
three months but none

and negative test results are
no longer required to return
to work or enter public
places in the country.
While BA5.2 and BF.7 remain dominant in China,
“BQ.1 and its sub-lineage
have been found in 49 cases
in nine provinces, while XBB
sub-lineages have been
found in 11 cases in three
provinces”,Xu was quoted as
saying.
China has recorded
5,237 Covid-related deaths
so far during the pandemic.

Nepal PM Sher Bahadur
Deuba elected
parliamentary party leader
Kathmandu, Dec 21 (IANS) Nepali Congress
President and Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
has been elected the parliamentary leader of the
party. Deuba is widely seen as next Prime Minister
of the Himalayan nation from the ruling coalition.
But he is also challenged by Chairman of the CPN
(Maoist Center) Pushpa Kamal Dahal aka Prachanda.
In an election held on Wednesday to elect the
parliamentary party leader, Deuba secured 64 votes
to claim the victory.
Party general secretary Gagan Thapa who had
staked claim at the post was able to garner 25 votes.
The party’s 89 newly-elected lawmakers voted
in the election for parliamentary party leader.
With the win, Deuba will be the party’s candidate for the post of Prime Minister in the new government.

Kaylea Titford, 16, was found dead at her home in Newtown, Powys, on October 10, 2020, having suffered from health problems linked to her obesity. Her
father Alun Titford, 44, and mother Sarah Lloyd-Jones, 39, were subsequently
charged with gross negligence manslaughter and causing or allowing the death
of a child or vulnerable person. Lloyd-Jones changed her plea to admit manslaughter of Kaylea. She admitted breaching the care of duty for her disabled
daughter and it was 'reasonably foreseeable' that it gave rise to a serious and
obvious risk of death.

Canberra, Dec 21 (IANS) Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has backed a proposed national firearm register in the wake of a deadly police shooting.
Albanese said his government would take advice from law enforcement on how information can
be better shared to protect police officers and the
general public from firearms, flagging discussions
as a priority when he next meets with state and territory leaders at the national cabinet, reports Xinhua
news agency. “I am certainly up for dialogue with
the states and territories about how there can be a
better national consistency and national information that can serve the interests of police going
about their duty,” he said.
A public memorial service was held on Wednesday in Brisbane for Constables Rachel McCrow, 29,
and Matthew Arnold, 26. The pair were shot dead
when they were ambushed by Gareth Train, his
brother Nathaniel and wife Stacey at a remote property approximately 300 km west of Brisbane while
carrying out a missing persons inquiry on Dec. 12.
Fellow officer Constable Randall Kirk was shot
and injured while Constable Keely Brough hid in
nearby bushland before escaping.

World Bank lends $274 mn to
Cambodia to support economic
recovery, long-term resilience
Phnom Penh, Dec 21 (IANS) The World Bank said
on Wednesday that it has approved a $274 million
credit to Cambodia to help support boost the
country’s economic recovery and long-term resilience.
The financing for the Cambodia Growth and
Resilience Development Policy Operation will support reforms that will streamline the business registration processes, promote competition, and expand access to finance for small and medium enterprises, reports Xinhua news agency.
Other reforms will enhance fiscal resilience, including by improving the management of publicprivate partnerships and facilitating the issuance of
government debt in the domestic market, the press
release said, adding that the operation will also facilitate the timely provision of relief to a broader set
of vulnerable households in the event of a natural
disaster or economic shock.
“This new operation will help Cambodia boost
private sector competitiveness, strengthen its fiscal
position, and provide assistance to its most vulnerable people,” Maryam Salim, World Bank country
manager for Cambodia, said.

UNGA designates Feb 12 as
prevention of violent extremism day

China to track Covid virus mutations
through vast hospital network
cause severe illness. These
include several from the
BQ.1 and XBB strains which
have been circulating in the
US, Britain and Singapore,
among other countries.
Public health experts, including top respiratory disease
expert
Zhong
Nanshan, warned that
waves of Covid-19 infections in China over a short
period of time might give
rise to new variants of the
virus. Mass PCR testing was
cancelled in early December

5

Thousands of British Airways passengers across the globe have been left
stranded today after dozens of long-haul flights were delayed and cancelled just
days before Christmas because of a technical failure. Desperate customers trying to get home for Christmas - including actress Elizabeth Hurley - have been
left 'with no food, water or hotels' after multiple planes across the United States
and Caribbean, bound for London Heathrow and Gatwick, were grounded before take off on Monday night. The beleaguered airline was forced to apologise
after axeing 15 flights out of Heathrow today and leaving families inside airports and on the tarmac across Europe, the US and Asia. Liz Hurley was among
those to share their frustration on Twitter, telling fans she was stranded in
Antigua and told she would have to wait 20 hours for a flight.

US experiences severe Covid community
transmission amid holiday season
Washington, Dec 21
(IANS) US Covid-19 cases,
hospitalisations and deaths
continue to rise in the midst
of the holiday season, stressing the healthcare system
and resulting in staffing
shortages.
More than 44 per cent of
counties are experiencing
medium to high Covid-19
Community Levels, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC).
The country is now averaging about 65,000 new
cases, 5,000 hospitalisations
and 390 deaths each day, a
significant rise compared
with the last few months,
Xinhua news agency
quoted the CDC as saying.
Currently about 80 per
cent of sites across the US
are reporting moderate to
high SARS-CoV-2 levels in
wastewater.
About 53 per cent of
sites reporting wastewater
data are seeing some of the
highest levels since December last year, according to
CDC data.
The country continues
to see a surge in respiratory
illnesses among young children, including Covid-19, flu
and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV). It prompted large
pharmacies to limit the pur-

chases of children’s medications. The “tripledemic” is
straining the healthcare system, resulting in decreased
hospital capacity and staffing shortages. Public health
officials are urging the public to update their Covid-19
boosters and flu shots,
masking indoors, testing
before gatherings, and staying home when sick to limit
the spread of the virus during the holiday season. Recent study showed the up-

dated bivalent booster
doses provided additional
protection against Covid19-associated emergency
department or urgent care
encounters and hospitalizations.
However, uptake of the
bivalent booster has been
low in the country, according to CDC data. About 150
million people ages 5 years
and older are eligible for the
updated booster but have
not yet got it.

US pharmacies limit sales of children’s
medications amid ‘tripledemic’
Washington, Dec 21
(IANS) US pharmacies CVS
and Walgreens are limiting
purchases of children’s painrelief medications amid a
winter“tripledemic” of respiratory viruses. CVS said in a
statement it is restricting
both in-person and online
purchases of two children’s
pain relief products, reports
Xinhua news agency.
Walgreens has also limited online purchases of six
over-the-counter fever reducers per transaction.
“Due to increased demand and various supplier
challenges,
over-thecounter paediatric fever reducing products are seeing
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constraint across the country,” Walgreens said in a
statement.
A spokesperson for the
Department of Health and
Human Services said the
agency had been tracking
surging demand for medication.
The
Consumer
Healthcare Products Association said sales of paediatric pain relievers are up 65
per cent from this time last
year.
The country continues
to see a surge in respiratory
illnesses among young children, including Covid-19, flu
and respiratory syncytial virus.

United Nations, Dec 21 (IANS) The UN General
Assembly has adopted a resolution to designate
February 12 each year as the International Day for
the Prevention of Violent Extremism as and when
Conducive to Terrorism.
The resolution was adopted with 154 votes in
favour, 0 against, and 4 abstentions, reports Xinhua
news agency. Belarus, the Republic of Congo, Madagascar and Russia abstained.
The resolution says the designation aims to raise
awareness of the threats linked to violent extremism as and when conducive to terrorism, and to enhance international cooperation in this regard.
It invites all UN member states, entities of the
UN Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact and organisations of the UN system, as well as
other international and regional organisations and
other relevant stakeholders, to commemorate this
international day in an appropriate manner, including through educational and public awareness-raising activities, and to share best practices in this regard.

Int’l campaign to protect
Palestinians set to launch:
President Mahmoud Abbas
Ramallah, Dec 21 (IANS) Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas has announced that a broad campaign to provide international protection for “the
defenceless Palestinian people is about to launch”.
Abbas made the remarks during a joint meeting of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
executive committee and his Fatah movement’s
central committee that he chaired, Xinhua news
agency reported. “We will launch the campaign to
put everyone before their legal and historical responsibilities to provide international protection for
the defenceless Palestinian people in the West Bank,
East Jerusalem, and Gaza,” Abbas said at the meeting. He added that the world’s continued silence
and turning its back on Israel’s crimes “can never be
accepted.” Abbas said that the campaign comes “to
confront the racist practices of Israel, and in light of
the formation of an extreme right-wing government”, adding that the time has come for the Palestinian people “to enjoy justice, fairness, and protection”.

Italian biz federation predicts
higher inflation, slower GDP
growth for 2023
Rome, Dec 21 (IANS) Italy’s post-Covid economic
recovery is likely to grind to a halt in 2023 due in
large part to high inflation, the country’s business
sector association Confcommercio said.
Confcommercio said that signs point to a “possible reversal of the economic cycle after seven quarters of strong recovery”,reports Xinhua news agency.
Although negative trends will be “partially mitigated by improving indications from the labour
market and from improved household and business
expectations”, record-setting inflation rates will take
their toll.
“Households suffer from high inflation in terms
of reduced purchasing power,” Confcommercio said.
It predicted inflation would reach 12 per cent
by the end of the year, a slight rise from Italy’s National Statistics Institute’s data showing prices were
11.8 per cent higher in November than a year earlier. October and November were the two highest
year-on-year inflation figures recorded in Italy since
the creation of the euro currency zone in 1999.

Sport
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AUS vs SA: Smith backs ‘under fire’
Warner to deliver in Boxing Day Test

IPL 2023 Auction: Joshua Little is
a player to watch out for, says
Suresh Raina
New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) Former India and
Chennai Super Kings cricketer Suresh Raina has
singled out Ireland’s left-arm fast bowler Joshua
Little as a player to watch out for in the upcoming
IPL 2023 player auction, to be held in Kochi on Friday. Little had an outstanding time in the Men’s T20
World Cup in Australia as Ireland entered Super 12
stage, claiming 11 wickets in seven matches, including a hat-trick against New Zealand. He had been a
net bowler for Chennai Super Kings, the four-time
champions, in IPL 2022. He also has upcoming T20
franchise deals with Pretoria Capitals in SA20,
Multan Sultans in the Pakistan Super League (PSL)
in 2023. “Watch out for Joshua Little from Ireland.
He has done really well in the World Cup just now,
and I just played with him (in the T10 league),” Raina
was quoted as saying by JioCinema, where he’s a
part of their expert panel for the auction.

Tests against England is step
forward to getting cricket back
in Pakistan on regular basis: ICC
CEO Allardice

Argentina's goalkeeping hero Emiliano Martinez has continued to taunt Kylian Mbappe by holding a doll
with the French star's face on it during Argentina's World Cup victory parade around Buenos Aires. To make
matters worse, Martinez in fact paraded the Mbappe doll while stood next to the 24-year-old's PSG teammate Lionel Messi as the pair celebrated Argentina's penalty shootout win against France. Argentina's players, including Golden Glove winner Martinez, spent the day parading the World Cup trophy around the capital before it was abandoned over security issues, with fans filmed jumping onto the bus.

Karachi, Dec 21 (IANS) ICC CEO Geoff Allardice
believes that the successful Test tour of England to
Pakistan is a huge step forward to getting cricket
back in the Asian country on a regular basis and he
hopes to see other red-ball series in the coming
years. After years of break, Test cricket made a triumphant return to Pakistan in 2022, with Australia
and England having successful recent series in the
sub-continent and reigning World Test Champions
New Zealand scheduled to tour later this month.
Allardice was in attendance in Karachi to watch England complete a 3-0 series whitewash of Pakistan
and the ICC chief liked what he saw as local fans
mixed regularly with those that had travelled from
overseas shores for what was England’s first Test
series in the country since 2005. “The fans in Pakistan are passionate about the game and passionate about their team, but most importantly they are
welcoming of visitors,” Allardice told Pakistan
Cricket at the completion of the Test.

Venus Williams receives
wild card for ASB Classic

Auckland, Dec 21 (IANS)
Seven-time Grand Slam
winner and former No.1 Venus Williams will be a
wildcard entry into the ASB
Classic, starting here,
next month.
The 42-year-old,
who retired from
regular tournament
play in 2021, has a
wildcard to compete
in the Australian
Open, and accordingly sought a spot
in the ASB Classic as
a lead-in to the
grand slam event.
Williams has played in
the tournament on five occasions, with one of her 49
career victories coming in
Auckland in 2015 over
Caroline Wozniacki.
“We are absolutely
thrilled to have one of the
greatest players returning to
the ASB Classic,’’ said Tournament Director, Nicolas
Lamperin.
“Venus is not just one of

Planned lot of things, but were
not able to execute them, says
Harmanpreet after series loss
Mumbai, Dec 21 (IANS) As T20 World Cup holders Australia secured a 4-1 series win over India at
Brabourne Stadium, captain Harmanpreet Kaur was
left to rue the struggles of her bowling unit in the
second half of the innings during the five-match
series. Harmanpreet insisted that her team had
planned a lot of things to never let Australia off the
hook, but admitted that those plans were never
executed on the field throughout a thrilling series.
In the fifth and final T20I, India had done well to reduce Australia to 67/4. But Ashleigh Gardner and
Grace Harris put on a crucial stand of 129 runs off
62 deliveries for the fifth wicket to take Australia to
196/4, slamming 112 runs off the last eight overs. In
reply, India were all out for 142 as pace all-rounder
Heather Graham took a hat-trick on Tuesday night.
“We are doing really well in the first ten overs and
are not giving them any easy runs.

the best players in the history of the sport, but she
loves it here in New Zealand.
When her agent contacted
us, we were more than

pleased to offer her a
wildcard into the ASB Classic. She loves it here in New
Zealand and Auckland in
particular, and the fans here
love her,” he added.
Williams said she had no
hesitation to ask for a spot
in the Auckland event.
“I’m looking forward to
playing my first tournament
of the season in Auckland.
The tournament and fans
always make me feel wel-

come and I’m excited to
compete there in January,”
she said.
A longtime favorite in
Auckland, Williams returns
to the tournament
for the first time
since 2019. She won
the title in 2015,
beating Caroline
Wozniacki in the final, and was also
runner-up to Ana
Ivanovic in 2014. She
reached
the
quarterfinals in her
last appearance, falling to eventual finalist
Bianca Andreescu.
Williams adds to three
other Grand Slam champions in the field comprising
US Open champions Emma
Raducanu and Sloane
Stephens and Australian
Open winner Sofia Kenin.
The
ASB
Classic
women’s competition begins on January 2, with
qualifiers on December 30
and 31.

Melbourne, Dec 21
(IANS) Veteran David Warner
goes into Boxing Day without a Test ton in almost
three years, but his longtime teammate Steve Smith
on Wednesday backed the
Australia opener to turn
things around in the second
against South Africa and
deliver under pressure, saying that “when his back’s up
against the wall, he’s done
pretty well”.
Warner is running out of
chances to bow out of redball cricket on his own terms
after being removed for a
golden duck and three by
South Africa spearhead
Kagiso Rabada during the
two-day Gabba Test to open
the three-match series.
The 36-year-old has not
made a Test century since
January 2020, and failed to
pass 50 against West Indies
during big wins in Perth and
Adelaide.
The star opener hopes
to play Test cricket until at
least the end of next year’s
Ashes, with a tour of India

looming before the fivematch series in England. But
the decision could be taken
out of his hands after averaging just 20.61 in 10 Tests
this year. “You only have to
look back a (few) weeks ago
(to) a one-day game out
here (at the MCG) against
England, he scored 100 on
what was a pretty tough
wicket,” Smith said about
Warner, who is set to play his
100th Test when Australia
takes on South Africa at the
MCG. “We’ve seen David
when his back’s up against
the wall, he’s done pretty
well,” he added. The righthander batter pointed to
last year’s Twenty20 World
Cup in Dubai, when Warner
was struggling but was able
to turn it around and be
named player of the tournament. “It doesn’t matter
what format of the game,
Davey always plays in a
pretty similar way, which has
been the beauty of him in
Test cricket, being able to
take the game on from ball
one,” Smith said.

In-form England aim for Ashes glory
after 3-0 Test sweep over Pakistan
Karachi, Dec 21 (IANS)
After a dominating 3-0 Test
whitewash over Pakistan,
Ben-Stokes led England are
aiming to continue their
winning run and win back
the all-important Ashes
against Australia next year.
England finished their
obligations for 2022 when
they wrapped up their first
Test series in Pakistan for 17
years cruising to victory in
the third and final Test in
Karachi on Tuesday.
It completed an impressive eight-month period
since McCullum was appointed coach and Stokes
took the reins from Joe Root
and was promoted to Test
captain, with the team’s results during that phase unrivalled.
Everything
McCullum and Stokes have
touched in recent times has
turned to gold.
England lost just once
while completing impressive Test series triumphs
over New Zealand, South
Africa and Pakistan and

even had time to win the
postponed Test against India in Edgbaston during a
dominant period of red-ball
cricket.
While the ICC T20 World
Cup title they won in Australia last month may have
been their crowning moment of 2022, England’s Test
form has been just as imperious. However, they are already out of contention for
next year’s ICC World Test
Championship prior to
McCullum and Stokes’ burgeoning partnership.
But that may work in
England’s favour when they
attempt to win back the
Ashes from Australia for the
first time since 2015 when
the two arch-rivals meet on
English soil in the middle of
next year.
“I don’t like looking too
far ahead but I obviously
have my eye on The Ashes
in 2023,’’ Stokes told Sky
Sports after completing the
Test whitewash in Pakistan.
‘’We will continue to

grow as a team, spend more
time together, keep trying
to have fun, play Test cricket
with a smile on our faces
and try to win as much as we
can,’’ he added.
Having fun is something
that has been paramount to
the recent success of England and Stokes said he
will continue to find ways to
keep his teammates invigorated and enjoying what
they do.
“It is a great time to be
in this dressing room and a
great time to be playing for
England. I’m just encouraging everyone to turn up every day and enjoy what
you’re doing. Obviously, it is
easier to do when we are
winning the way we are at
the moment,” the allrounder said. “The real test
will be when things don’t go
so well and that will be the
time to make that even
more of a thing for us to take
out there. But I hope we
don’t come to that,” he
added.
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Six months prior to graduation, FLAME
University places 70% of its MBA students
Mumbai, At a time when
layoffs and hiring freezes are
keeping job aspirants on
tenterhooks, the Career Services Office at FLAME University has top recruiters
queueing up to hire talent
from the campus. FLAME
University, a pioneer in liberal education in India, has
seen more than 70% of the
MBA class placed six
months before graduation
with prestigious recruiters
like E&Y, Reliance, HDFC,
Kotak, Bajaj Finance, ANZ
Bank, Adani and more. The
average package has also
increased this year at the
university by 20% as compared to last year.
The remarkable feat
demonstrates the phenomenal learning curve at
FLAME University. The university, which has its ethos in
interdisciplinarity, has consistently worked to increase

the breadth and depth of
learning for its students to
give them a well-rounded
education. As a result,
FLAME's MBA program has
worked to innovate its curriculum in order to keep up
with the rapidly changing
business landscape. Furthermore, it is preparing its
students for leadership and
impact creation by providing real-world experiential
learning, which bridges the
gap between theory and
practice. Speaking about
the successful placement
season, Prof. Dishan Kamdar,
Vice-Chancellor of FLAME
University, said,“Present day
organizations place a premium on hiring professionals who are talented, possess skills that can enhance
their workplace culture as
well as contribute to the future growth of the organization. At FLAME, we prepare

Tata Motors signs an MoU with
Everest Fleet Private Limited for
delivering 5000 XPRES-T EVs
Mumbai, Keeping the vision of a clean & green environment alive, Tata Motors, India’s leading automobile
manufacturer and the pioneer of the EV evolution in India,
today signed an MoU with Everest Fleet Private Limited for
the delivery of 5000 XPRES-T EVs. Moving forward in its journey towards accelerating the transition to sustainable
transportation, the company handed over 100 cars today,
to mark this celebration.
Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Ramesh Dorairajan, Senior General Manager, Network Management and EV Sales,
Tata Motors Passenger Vehicle Ltd. said, “We are delighted
to associate with Everest Fleet Private Limited for the deployment of 5000 XPRES-T EVs electric sedans in their fleet.
With enhanced safety, fast charging solution, a premium
interior theme, and dynamic performance at an affordable
price, the XPRES-T EV has created a new benchmark in
India’s EV fleet segment with a market share of more than
90%. Through such partnerships, we are successfully moving towards enhancing EV adoption in India, thereby helping the country #EvolveToElectric.”
According to Mr. Siddharth Ladsariya, Founder, Everest
Fleet Private Limited, “Everest Fleet is a purpose-led
organisation with a deep focus on sustainable mobility
solutions. At Everest Fleet, we are paving the way for a better India, one kilometer at a time. Time has come to now
take our 100% CNG cars' fleet towards a greener and
cleaner alternative - Electric Vehicle. We are really looking
forward for this EV journey together with Tata Motors as a
strategic partner.”
In July 2021, Tata Motors launched the ‘XPRES’ brand
exclusively for fleet customers, and the XPRES-T EV is the
first vehicle under this brand.

our students to meet the
dynamic demands of the
real world through a 360
degree learning approach
that teaches them how to
think creatively, connect the
dots, get ready to tackle the
unknown, develop critical
reasoning and decisionmaking skills, respect diversity in thoughts and practices, demonstrate empathy
and above all, take ownership and accountability at
work.
Prof. Dinesh Shenoy,
Dean, FLAME School of Business, stated, "This year, 70%
of our batch has been
placed six months before
graduation, which is evidence of our efforts to assist
our students in choosing
their career paths. After
graduation, in a competitive
job market, post-degree
education is seen as a significant differentiator.

Over 2,000 crorepati sellers
and Rs. 45,000 lakhpati sellers
on Meesho from Gujarat

Ahmedabad, December, 21, 2022: Meesho – India’s only
true e-commerce marketplace – had a banner year in 2022
as we achieved several new milestones on our mission to
Democratize Internet Commerce for Everyone. We set three
sale records this year, each topping the previous one, with
value-seeking consumers from all corners of the country
choosing our everyday low prices and wide assortment.
An increasing number of MSMEs from Gujarat have
joined Meesho in the past year as a result of the company’s
industry-first initiatives such as zero commision and zero
penalty. Over 2,000 sellers became crorepatis in the last 12
months while ?45,000 sellers became lakhpatis from
Gujarat. This year, there was also a 40% increase in suppliers onboarded from the state, of which ?60% started their
e-commerce journey with Meesho. Top products preferred
by shoppers in Gujarat were bluetooth headphones & earphones, lehenga choli, smart watches, extension boards
and cotton bedsheets. With e-commerce steadfastly gaining traction across geographies and socioeconomic backgrounds, Meesho continues to boost access and
affordability for the country’s heterogenous customer base.
Here are some key highlights capturing how India shopped
in 2022. 93,000 t-shirts, 51,725 bluetooth earphones and
21,662 lipsticks were sold every day. Rajasthan stocked up
on bluetooth earphones, Jharkhand snapped up extension
boards, Haryana took a special liking to bluetooth earphones while Assam bought body lotions like nobody’s
business.

Schneider Electric Signs MoU with
Nettur Technical Training Foundation
Mumbai, Schneider
Electric, the global leader in
the digital transformation of
energy management and
automation, today announced the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Nettur
Technical Training Foundation (NTTF), a renowned Skilling
Institution in India, to maximize
the impact of
training and
skilling initiative
among
the
youth of the
country.
Schneider
Electric is actively working
with various education providers and universities to
create a knowledge-based
quality workforce in the
market by providing quality
curriculum backed by systematic
experiments
through practical exercises.
Schneider Electric intends
to train students in the field
of electricity, automation,

and energy management
with an aim to create a large
reservoir of highly qualified
manpower in the country.
These training centers will
be setup in partnership with
Government and private institutions.
Nettur Technical Train-

ing Foundation (NTTF) with
its long experience in technical training, offers various
programs at the Diploma,
Postgraduate Diploma,
Postgraduate Degree, and
Certificate levels, along with
various short-term vocational programs. All programs offered by NTTF are
employment-oriented and
industry-focused.

The MoU was signed
with an aim to leverage
Schneider Electric’s intention to create highly qualified manpower and NTTFs
experience in training youth
of the country for industry
focus and employment orientation. NTTF will be an
authorized training partner
to run training operations,
labs and Centre of Excellence (CoE) established by
Schneider Electric in the
Government and Private
based Skilling Institutions in
India.
This association between Schneider Electric
and NTTF will assume certain responsibilities and obligations involved in enabling the training delivery.
Schneider Electric intends
to establish a complete
value chain, which will produce skilled technicians for
job market, while NTTF will
engage and work closely
with Schneider Electric as
the “Authorized Training
Partner”.
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PURE EV launches the all-new Commute
Electric Motorcycle ‘ecoDryft’
Hyderabad, PURE* EV, a fessor, Department of Me- petitive performance with

Hyderabad based leading
Electric
Vehicle
TwoWheeler (EV2W) company is
all set to launch its first commute electric motorcycle ecoDryft. This flagship product is completely designed,
developed and manufactured in India and represents a major leap in
the Indian Electric
Vehicles sector as
currently there are no
electric motorcycles
that cater towards the
Indian commute segment which represents
80% of all the motorcycles
sold in India and more than
50% of all Two-Wheelers
sold in India.
Highlighting the technological aspects of the developed product, Dr.
Nishanth Dongari, Founder,
PURE EV, and Associate Pro-

chanical and Aerospace Engineering, IIT Hyderabad,
said, “The launch of this
commute motorcycle is a
game changer and would
be a demonstration of
PURE
E V ’s
significant

learnings in the powertrain
design and development at
our R&D centre.
Dr. Nishanth Dongari
added,“We have been carrying out extensive trials and
testing for this product and
are confident that the product will deliver highly com-

respect to existing range of
ICE motorcycles and will be
another step in the direction
of switching customers towards EVs as major ICE 2W
sales are commute motorcycles.
Highlighting PURE EV’s
plans with the launch of
ecoDryft, Mr. Rohit Vadera,
Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer, PUREV
Startup, said, “We received
phenomenal response for
our earlier launch of our performance motorcycle eTryst 350 and the launch
of all-new ecoDryft will be a
major milestone in the
growth story of the company. With this launch, we
now become the only EV2W
Company in India that has a
wide product catalogue
spanning across scooters
and motorcycles.

Glenmark is the first company to launch in India -a
Triple FDC of Teneligliptin + Pioglitazone + Metformin
Mumbai, Glenmark sulin resistance. In fact, the
Pharmaceuticals Limited prevalence of high insulin
(Glenmark), an innovation- resistance in India is 38%
driven, global pharmaceuti- compared to the global incal company has launched cidence of 15%ii. Being a
the first triple fixed-dose leader in diabetes therapy in
combination Teneligliptin the country, we are proud to
with Pioglitazone and introduce Zita®-PioMet,
Metformin
in
India. India’s first triple fixed dose
Teneligliptin is a widely used combination for high insuDPP4 inhibitor (Dipeptidyl lin-resistant type 2 diabetes.
Peptidase 4 inhibitor). This The innovative, effective,
FDC has been launched un- and affordable drug will
der the brand name Zita®- help improve the glycemic
PioMet, and contains control among adult paTeneligliptin (20 mg) + tients with high HbA1c.”
Glenmark’s Leadership
Pioglitazone (15 mg) +
Metformin
(500mg/ in the Diabetes Segment
Glenmark has a strong
1000mg) in a sustained release (SR) formulation. This legacy of bringing in new,
offers patients with Type 2 effective and affordable
diabetes the convenience of treatment options for diaonce daily dosing to im- betic patients, especially
prove their glycemic control the ones with uncontrolled
and achieve the targeted Type 2 diabetes. In 2015,
Glenmark was the first to
HbA1c within 24 weeks.
On occasion of the launch the DPP4 inhibitor,
launch, Alok Malik, EVP & Teneligliptin (Zita Plus® and
Business Head - India For- Ziten®), followed by a FDC
Teneligliptin
+
mulations, Glenmark Phar- fo
maceuticals Ltd., said, “Type Metformin (Zita-Met Plus®
2 diabetes patients in India and Ziten-M®). Glenmark
launched
often face issues of beta cell later
dysfunction along with in- Remogliflozin (Remo® and

Remozen™), a novel SGLT2 inhibitor in 2019 and subsequently, its combinations
with Metformin and
Vildagliptin (Remo-V®,
Remozen™-V, Remo MV®
and Remozen™ MV). Earlier
in 2022, Glenmark also
launched
Sitagliptin
(Sitazit®) and its FDCs, followed by Lobeglitazone
(LOBG®) and FDCs of
Teneligliptin including its
combinations
with
Pioglitazone (Zita Pio™)
and Dapagliflozin (ZitaD™). Diabetes in India: According to IQVIA™ sales
data for the 12-month period ending November
2022, the market for oral
anti-diabetic drugs in India
is estimated to be Rs. 11,877
Cr. with an annual growth of
6.3% against the corresponding period last year
(MAT November 2021). As
per the International Diabetes Federation (IDF), the
prevalence of diabetes in
India is expected to increase
to 125 million by 2045, 77%
of which would have uncontrolled diabetes.
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Tesla stock tanks to its lowest, Musk Private cryptos will trigger next financial
crisis if allowed to grow: RBI Gover
blames macroeconomic conditions

San Francisco, Dec 21
(IANS) Electric car company
Tesla’s shares tumbled further to around $137 apiece,
its lowest ever, as Elon Musk
on
Wednesday again
blamed global macroeconomic conditions.
Tesla’s
stock
has
plunged dramatically since
Musk bought Twitter in April
this year. Tesla shares are
down more than 60 per cent
since then, as Musk is busy
micro-managing daily affairs at Twitter.
Tesla bull Ross Gerber
tweeted: “Tesla stock price
now reflects the value of
having no CEO. Great job

tesla BOD — Time for a
shake up. $tsla.”
Musk replied: “As bank
savings account interest
rates, which are guaranteed,
start to approach stock market returns, which are not
guaranteed, people will increasingly move their
money out of stocks into
cash, thus causing stocks to
drop.”
Gerber further said that
“Tesla needs a media and
comms team; Tesla needs a
succession plan as well as
clarify when Elon will be
back from twitter; Tesla
needs to communicate
about Elon’s stock sales and

EU probing $61 bn acquisition
of VMware by Broadcom
London, Dec 21 (IANS)
The European Commission
has opened an in-depth investigation to assess the
proposed acquisition of enterprise Cloud software
company VMware by
Broadcom.
VMware was acquired
by chip and software maker
Broadcom from Dell Technologies for $61 billion in
May this year.
The Commission said it
is particularly concerned
that the “transaction would
allow Broadcom to restrict
competition in the market
for certain hardware components which interoperate
with VMware’s software”.
This, in turn, could lead
to higher prices, lower quality and less innovation for
business customers, and ultimately consumers.
“Broadcom may start
bundn
ilg
VMware’s
virtualisation software with
its own software (namely
mainframe and security
software) and no longer offer VMware’s virtualisation
software as a stand-alone
product reducing choice
and potentially foreclosing
rival software providers,”
said the commission.
The Commission now
has 90 working days, until

May 11 2023, to make a decision.
In September, the US
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) charged
VMware for misleading investors by obscuring the
company’s financial performance. VMware allegedly
misled investors about its
order backlog management
practices, which enabled
the company to push revenue into future quarters by
delaying product deliveries
to customers.

a stand still agreement
should be made”.
As Tesla stocks bleed
amid heavy losses, Elon
Musk last week blamed the
Federal Reserve for the current situation, saying his
electric car company is doing better than ever.
The falling Tesla shares
have hit Musk’s net worth
which fell to $174 billion,
taking him to the second
spot at the world’s richest
person’s list, toppled by
French fashion and cosmetics magnate Bernard
Arnault. Musk saw his net
worth tumble by more than
$100 billion in 2022.

New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS)
As millions of investors face
uncertainty in global crypto
meltdown, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) Governor
Shaktikanta Das said on
Wednesday that the next financial crisis will come from
crypto collapse if private
digital coins are allowed to
grow.
Addressing a group of
banking sector leaders and
lawmakers, Das emphasised
that cryptocurrencies have
no “underlying value” and
pose great risks for global
macroeconomic and financial stability.
“After the development
of the last one year, includ-

ing the latest episode surrounding FTX, I don’t think
we need to say anything
more,” Das said.
“Crypto or private

cryptocurrency is a fashionable way of describing what
is otherwise a 100 per cent
speculative activity,” he
added.
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Hacker George Hotz resigns
from Twitter
San Francisco, Dec 21 (IANS) American hacker
George Hotz, who is known for being the first person
to carrier-unlock an iPhone and jailbreaking the PS3,
on Wednesday announced that he has resigned from
his Twitter internship. Hotz, also known as ‘geohot’,
made the announcement after he ran a poll on Tuesday asking his followers“should I step down as a Twitter intern? I will abide by the results of this poll”,where
63.6 per cent of respondents said that he should not
step down. However, on Wednesday he tweeted:“Resigned from Twitter today.”“Appreciate the opportunity, but didn’t think there was any real impact I could
make there. Besides, it was sad to see my GitHub withering. Back to coding!” Several users expressed their
thoughts on his decision.While one user commented,
“this makes no sense. People voted for you to stay and
for Elon to leave”,another asked,“why didn’t you abide
by the results of the poll like you said you would?”

GUJARAT WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE
BOARD, GANDHINAGAR
(Govt. of Gujarat Undertaking)
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. E-04 & OF 2022-23
GUJARAT WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE
BOARD Contact No. 99784 06666

Invites online tender ID No. 566366, 566367 for the work
of Various Water Supply Scheme Di.Dangs under Public
Health Works Division, G.W.S.S.B Ahwa. for further detail
of tender Notes scope of work & specification etc. please
visit websitewww.gwssb.org, www.gwssb.nprocure.com
www.statetender.com last date for submission of on line
tender is 02/01/2023 up to 18:00 hrs.

The people are requested to contact the
GWSSB helpline number “1916” about
drinking water problem in rural areas.
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Samsung R&D
centre in Vietnam
to kick-start
operations soon
Seoul, Dec 21 (IANS)
Samsung Electronics’ Executive Chairman Lee Jae-yong
left for Vietnam on Wednesday to attend an opening
ceremony of a research and
development (R&D) centre
there. Samsung Electronics
began building the $220
million R&D centre in Hanoi
in March 2020, in what the
tech giant said would be the
largest R&D facility in Southeast Asia. “The R&D centre
will open soon,” he told reporters at Seoul Gimpo Business Aviation Center, west of
Seoul, earlier in the day. He
did not answer questions
about his exact itinerary or
other investment plans, reports Yonhap news agency.
Samsung Group’s de facto
leader was accompanied by
other senior executives, including Roh Tae-moon,
president and head of mobile business at Samsung
Electronics, and Choi Joosun, president and CEO of
Samsung Display.

Notification
REVENUE DEPARTMENT
Government of Gujarat
Sachivalaya, Gandhinagar
(The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquision, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013) (30 of 2013)
District : Surat
Date : 03.11.22
NO: AM-M-2022-424-LSV-1222-2329-CH

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY
LAW TRIBUNAL BENCH AT AHMEDABAD

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY
LAW TRIBUNAL BENCH AT AHMEDABAD

C A (CAA) NO. 85 OF 2021
CONNECTED WITH
C P (CAA) NO. 77 OF 2022

C A (CAA) NO. 85 OF 2021
CONNECTED WITH
C P (CAA) NO. 77 OF 2022

IIn the matter of the Companies Act, 2013;

In the matter of the Companies Act, 2013;

AND

AND

In the matter of Sections 230 to 232 and other applicable
provisions of the Companies Act, 2013;

In the matter of Sections 230 to 232 and other applicable
provisions of the Companies Act, 2013;

AND

AND

In the matter of Scheme of Arrangement of Dynamic Forge &
Fittings (I) Private Limited with Hytech Pipe Fitting Private
Limited.
Hytech Pipe Fitting Private Limited
(CIN U28999GJ2019PTC110882)
A company incorporated under the provisions of Companies
Act, 2013, and having its registered office at Plot No. 281-282,
GIDC, Por, Tal Baroda Vadodara 391243 in the state of Gujarat

In the matter of Scheme of Arrangement of Dynamic Forge &
Fittings (I) Private Limited with Hytech Pipe Fitting Private
Limited.
Dynamic Forge & Fittings (I) Private Limited
(CIN U28112GJ2009PTC058542
A company incorporated under the provisions of Companies
Act, 1956, and having its registered office at Plot No. 237,
GIDC Umargam Valsad - 396171 in the state of Gujarat

.... Petitioner Resultant Company

.... Petitioner Demerging Company

NOTICE OF HEARING OF PETITION

NOTICE OF HEARING OF PETITION

Take Notice that a petition under Sections 230 and 232 and other
applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 for sanctioning the
Scheme of Arrangement of Dynamic Forge & Fittings (I) Private Limited
and Hytech Pipe Fitting Private Limited; presented by the Petitioner
Company on 2nd December 2022 was admitted on 13th December
2022 and the said petition is fixed for hearing before the Hon'ble Tribunal
on Wednesday, 25th January 2023.
Any person who seeks to oppose the Petition at the hearing, should
submit an affidavit with the grounds of opposition in form of representation
before Hon'ble Tribunal and give a copy thereof in writing either to the
petitioner or their Authorized Representative so as to reach not later
than two days before the date fixed for the hearing of the petition, and
appear in person or by his advocate. A copy of the petition will be
furnished to any person requiring the same on payment of the prescribed
charges for the same.

Take Notice that a petition under Sections 230 and 232 and other
applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 for sanctioning the
Scheme of Arrangement of Dynamic Forge & Fittings (I) Private Limited
and Hytech Pipe Fitting Private Limited; presented by the Petitioner
Company on 2nd December 2022 was admitted on 13th December
2022 and the said petition is fixed for hearing before the Hon'ble Tribunal
on Wednesday, 25th January 2023.
Any person who seeks to oppose the Petition at the hearing, should
submit an affidavit with the grounds of opposition in form of representation
before Hon'ble Tribunal and give a copy thereof in writing either to the
petitioner or their Authorized Representative so as to reach not later
than two days before the date fixed for the hearing of the petition, and
appear in person or by his advocate. A copy of the petition will be
furnished to any person requiring the same on payment of the prescribed
charges for the same.

Place: Ahmedabad
Date: 21st December 2022

Sd/(Dixit Dipakkumar Shah)
Practicing Company Secretary
for the Petitioner
811, Mahakant Complex,
Opp. V.S. Hospital,
Ellisbridge Ahmedabad - 380006.

Place: Ahmedabad
Date: 21st December 2022

Sd/(Dixit Dipakkumar Shah)
Practicing Company Secretary
for the Petitioner
811, Mahakant Complex,
Opp. V.S. Hospital,
Ellisbridge Ahmedabad - 380006.

Whereas it appears to the Government of Gujarat that, the land
specified in the SCHEDULE annexed hereto, is likely to be needed
for the public purpose viz: for the purpose of construction of the
infrastructure project of “New Borad Gauge Line Rail Connectivity
from New Gothangam (DFCC Station) To Hazira.”
1. Now therefor, in exercise of the powers conferred by subsection (1) of section (2) of “The Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013, (30 of 2013) (hereinafter reffered to as
“The Act”), and the Rules made there-under, it is, hereby, notified
that the Government of Gujarat intends to acquire the said land
for the public purpose of the infrastructure project, specified
above.”
2. Now wheres a proposal is made for acquisition of the above
mentioned scheduled land for the proposed project of “New
Borad Gauge Line Rail Connectivity from New Gothangam
(DFCC Station) To Hazira.” the bare minimum area of land to be
acquired, as per SCHEDULE for the Project is H.A. 4-28-80 Sq
mtr. and is situated within the boundary limit of village:Vansava, Taluka:- Chorasi, District:- Surat.
3. Now Whereas, it appears to the State Government , that it is
expedient to exempt in the public interest, the area of H.A. 428-80 Sq.mtr. of land to be acquired, for the above stated
infrastructure project, from the application of the provisions
of chapter II and III of the Act.
4. Now therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by section
10(A) of The Act (inserted by section 3 of The RECTLARR (Gujarat
Amendment) Act, 2016) (Gujarat Act No.12 of 2016) the
Government of Gujarat, hereby exempt in public interest, the
area of H.A. 4-28-80 sq mtr. land Comprised in below
mentioned SCHEDULE, to be acquired for the infrastructure
project of “Six Lanning of Bagodara-Vataman-Tarapur-Valsad
road project Ahmedabad”, from the application of the
provisions of Chapter II and III of The Act.
SCHEDULE
DISTRICT:- SURAT
Sr.No.

TALUKA:- CHORASI

VILLAGE: VANSAVA

Survey No./Block No.

Area (Ha.Are. Sq.mtr)

1.

133

0-00-14

2.

79

0-06-33

3.

78

0-32-63

4.

150

0-04-34

5.

77

0-15-19

6.

76

0-56-64

7.

74

0-09-08

8.

58

0-37-61

9.

57

0-20-30

10.

52

0-28-57

11.

53

0-41-08

12.

55

0-00-73

13.

54

0-03-29

14.

46

0-00-27

15.

45

0-00-54

16.

33

0-10-97

17.

32

0-58-26

18.

31

0-31-08

19.

12

0-03-19

20.

11

0-20-35

21.

9

0-19-89

22.

7

0-28-32

Total

4-28-80

By order and in the name of Governor of Gujarat.
Mahiti/Surat/1114/2022
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Deputy Secretary to Government
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National
Follow Covid guidelines or
adjourn Bharat Jodo Yatra:
Mandaviya to Rahul, Raj CM

News

in a Nutshell

Jammu-Srinagar highway
blocked for vehicular traffic
Srinagar, Dec 21 (IANS) The Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway was closed for vehicular traffic
due to stone slides near Dewal bridge, officials said
on Wednesday.
Jammu and Kashmir traffic police said that no
vehicle will be allowed in view of a major stone slide
near Dewal bridge which has damaged both tubes
of the National Highway road.
However, the traffic police added that the
Mughal Road and SSG road were through for traffic
movement.
The highway is the lifeline of the Kashmir valley
and the main road link connecting Kashmir with the
rest of the country.
Kashmir-bound trucks laden with essential supplies and other vehicles pass through the highway
and fruit-carrying trucks from Kashmir head for the
rest of the country through this road.

WIll remain in SP till last breath,
says Shivpal
Lucknow, Dec 21 (IANS) Samajwadi Party leader
Shivpal Yadav has said that he will remain in the SP
till his ‘last breath’ - whether he gets a post in the
party or not. Shivpal said he would live up to any
responsibility, big or small, entrusted to him by party
president Akhilesh Yadav. Speculation has been rife
that Shivpal could be named the leader of the opposition or could be made the state president of the
party, but the SP leadership has maintained a silence
on the issue. Shivpal said, “Akhilesh is doing good
as the leader of opposition in the Vidhan Sabha. The
SP leaders are being implicated in false cases. The
Samajwadi Party will continue to struggle and remove the BJP from power. “The BJP government is
doing injustice. Is it justice to file false cases and
demolish somebody’s house with bulldozers? The
BJP government is sending innocent people to jail
in false cases.”

J&K’s Srinagar shivers at minus
4.2, season’s coldest night so far
Srinagar, Dec 21 (IANS) At minus 4.2 degrees
Celsius, Srinagar recorded the coldest night of the
season so far on Wednesday as the Meteorological
(MeT) office said that cold and dry weather will continue in Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.
“With minus 4.2 as the minimum temperature,
Srinagar recorded the coldest night of the season
so far on Wednesday. Cold, dry weather is likely to
continue during the next 24 hours in J&K and
Ladakh,” an official of the MeT department said.
Srinagar recorded minus 4.2, Pahalgam minus
6.2 and Gulmarg minus 4.6 degrees Celsius as the
minimum temperature.
In Ladakh region, Kargil had minus 12.1 and Leh
minus 11.8 as the minimum temperature.
Jammu recorded 6.3, Katra 6.8, Batote 1.2,
Banihal minus 2 and Bhaderwah minus 0.6 as the
minimum temperature.

Students stage a protest against Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren over Employment Policy based
on 1932 Domicile Policy Bill during ongoing Winter Session of Jharkhand Assembly in Ranchi on Wednesday.
UNI

Cattle scam: ED apprehends more old cases
against Anubrata Mondal to be revived
Kolkata, Dec 21 (IANS)
After the West Bengal Police got the custody of
Trinamool
Congress’s
strongman and the party’s
Birbhum district president
Anubrata Mondal, the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
is apprehending that more
old cases will be revived.
The old cases can pre-

PFI has links with
Al Qaeda: NIA
report
New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS)
In a report filed before a
Kerala court, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
claimed that the outlawed
Popular Front of India (PFI)
has links with the Al Qaeda.
The probe agency alleged in
the report that PFI leaders
were in touch with the terror group via different
modes. The NIA further
claimed that the banned
group was running a secret
wing which they wanted to
reveal at a different time.
“During recent raids, the NIA
recovered a few devices.
During the scanning of
those devices, the agency
learnt that PFI leaders had
been in touch with the Al
Qaeda. They were also had
a secret wing,” said a source.

vent the ED from taking
Mondal to Delhi to question him there in connection with the multi- crore
cattle smuggling scam in
the state.
The ED’s attempts to
take Mondal to New Delhi,
armed with the production
warrant approved by the
Rouse Avenue Court on
Monday (December 19), received a jolt as a Birbhum
court sent him to seven-day
judicial custody in an attempt to murder case,
which happened in 2021
and the FIR was filed on
Monday evening only.
ED sources said that
once the police custody in
the present case is over, judicial custody will begin
opening avenues for the
central agency for making
fresh remand pleas.
However, sources said
that their legal brains are
not ruling out the possibilities of more old cases being revived so that
Mondal’s tenure in subsequent police custodies is
prolonged giving him time
to approach multiple legal
avenues to prevent the ED
from taking him to the national capital.
Senior counsel of the
Calcutta High Court,
Kaushik Gupta said that
this revival of multiple old

cases is surely a possibility
that can surface to prevent
the ED from taking the accused to New Delhi.
“However, again I am
saying that such techniques can postpone the
process for a period but
cannot prevent it forever,
considering the multiple
layers of the judicial system in our country.
Just as Mondal is tapping multiple legal avenues, I am sure that the
counsels for ED are also
doing the same,” Gupta
said.
As ED is concerned the
next seven days starting
from Wednesday till December 27 is extremely
crucial in the matter.
On Wednesday, the
Delhi High Court is supposed to hear the plea
from Mondal seeking the
quashing of the production warrant approved by
the Rouse Avenue Court.
On December 23, the
Calcutta High Court will
hear the plea for bail from
Mondal in relation to the
cattle- smuggling case. On
December 27, the current
police custody of Mondal
will end and it is to be seen
whether the lower court in
Birbhum will extend his
police custody or remand
him to judicial custody.

New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) In view of the sudden rise in
Covid-19 cases across some countries, Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya has requested Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
to follow the guidelines or adjourn the Bharat Jodo Yatra in
the interests of the country and the public. Mandaviya on
Tuesday wrote to Rahul Gandhi and Gehlot. This followed
the letters written by some MPs from Rajasthan where they
expressed concern over the spread of Covid infection because of non-adherence to the guidelines during the Yatra.
Emphasizing on the adherence to Covid protocols, the
health minister said using masks, sanitizers and adopting
other precautions was necessary.“Covid guidelines should
be strictly followed in the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ going on in
Rajasthan. Masks and sanitizers should be used and it
should be ensured that only people vaccinated against
Covid take part in this yatra. Passengers should be isolated
before and after joining the Yatra”, said Mandaviya in the
letters addressed to Rahul Gandhi and Rajasthan Chief Minister Gehlot. Mandaviya further said in his letters to the two
leaders, “If following the Covid-19 protocol is not possible,
adjourn the Bharat Jodo Yatra seeing the Public Health
Emergency and to save the nation from Covid pandemic.”

Dense fog envelops Delhi,
flights and trains delayed

New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS)
Dense Fog engulfed the
Indo-Gangetic plains, including Delhi, for the third
morning on the trot on
Wednesday, lowering visibility in the national capital
and affecting traffic movement.
The visibility dropped to
500 metres at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport (IGI) at 5.30 a.m.
“Flights are being diverted or are returning to
Delhi due to bad weather in
Chandigarh, Varanasi, and
Lucknow,” stated the advisory issued for flyers by
Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) on Wednesday.
Around 20 trains were
delayed due to the thick fog
and low visibility that blanketed the national capital
this morning at the New
Delhi Railway Station.
“INSAT 3D Rapid Satellite imagery shows continuation of dense fog layer from
Punjab & Northwest
Rajasthan to East UP across
Haryana. Gray circled cloud
patch, over central parts of
West UP, is Medium & High
clouds associated with
middle tropospheric level
westerly,” tweeted the India

Meteorological Department
(IMD).
While sharing the lowest
visibility report as per cities,
the IMD said that visibility
recorded 8.30 a.m. showed
25 metre visibility in
Amritsar,
Hissar,
Ganganagar, Pantnagar,
Bareilly, Bahraich, Gorakhpur
while 50 metre visibility was
reported at Ludhiana,
Karnal, Churu, Varanasi,
Patna, Purnea, Agartala and
200 meter visibility at
Ambala, Bhiwani, Lucknow
and Fursatganj.

The IMD has issued a
‘cold wave’ alert in many
North Indian states. A drop
in temperature has been
also recorded in states of
North India, including Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, and
Bihar Meanwhile, the
Sadarjung Observatory, the
primary weather station in
the national capital, had recorded a minimum temperature of 6.3 degrees Celsius, two notches below normal. The maximum temperature is likely to settle
around 22 degrees Celsius.

BSF foils smuggling bid
along Pak border in Punjab,
recovers 25kg heroin
New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) Smugglers from Pakistan attempting infiltration across the International
Border in Punjab’s Fazilka were fired upon by the Border Security Force (BSF). which recovered 25kg of
heroin during search operations. A BSF spokesperson apprised that jawans noticed suspicious movement on both sides of the border fence, at around
1.50 a.m. on Wednesday, near Gatti Ajaib Singh village of the district. Acting swiftly, the jawans opened
fire at the smugglers who managed to escape in cover
of dense fog. The BSF said that the entire area was
cordoned off and the police, along with the concerned agencies were informed of the incident.

UK triple murder: Indian Embassy UP girls from OBC castes
to help return bodies to family to get aid for marriage

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar with Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav inaugurating the Prakash Punj tourist place ahead of Guru Govind Singh birth anniversary, in Patna on Wednesday.UNI

AAP leaders introduced excise policy to
generate illegal funds: ED charge sheet
New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS)
In its charge sheet filed in
connection to the Delhi Excise Policy scam, the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has alleged that AAP leaders
introduced it to generate illegal funds.
“PMLA investigation revealed that the Delhi Excise
Policy, 2021-22, was a device
created by leaders of the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
some of who are part of the
Delhi government to generate illegal funds,” reads the
charge sheet accessed by
IANS.
The ED has also alleged

that it was created to receive
around 6 per cent as a kickback to the AAP leaders
from profit margin.
“The policy was formulated with deliberate loopholes, inbuilt mechanism to
facilitate illegal activities
and is marred with inconsistencies which when looked
deeply, reflect malafide intentions
of
the
policymakers,” the probe
agency further claimed.
The ED also said that the
policy promoted cartel formations through back door,
awarded exorbitant wholesale (12 per cent) and huge

retail profit margin of 185
per cent and incentivised
other illegal activities on account of criminal and political conspiracy of the AAP
leaders. “The 12 per cent
profit margin to the wholesalers was devised to extract
a portion of it (6 per cent) as
a kickback to the AAP leaders,” reads the charge sheet.
This is the first charge sheet
filed by the ED in connection to the scam. It was filed
against
businessman
Sameer Mahendru and his
four firms.The probe agency
has so far named five accused.

Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 21 (IANS) The Indian
Embassy in the UK has decided to send the bodies of
a Kerala nurse and her two
children back to India on the
pleas of the family.
The woman and her children were brutally killed by
her husband. The deceased
woman’s family in Kerala
had sought Rs 3 million as
financial assistance to bring
back the bodies home. The
Malayalee community at
Kettering, a town in UK’s
Northamptonshire, where
the brutal incident took
place, raised the amount
within two days.
And at the same time

there were promises given
to the distraught family of
the nurse, who hails from
Vaikom near Kochi, that the
Centre would lend all help.
And, now the news has
come that the Indian Embassy in London will foot the
bill for transporting the bodies. Hearing the news of it,
the Malayalee community
which had collected the
money, has decided to hand
over the sum to the grieved
family. The gruesome incident occurred on Thursday
(December 15) at Kettering,
a
town
in
UK’s
Northamptonshire.
Saju, the accused, is in
police custody and has con-

NIA raids premises linked
to drug mafia having Pak
connections
New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS) The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) was conducting raids at ten locations in
Haryana, Punjab and Rajasthan on the premises linked
to the aides of gangster Goldy Brar and others in connection with the cross-border drug supply through
drones from Pakistan territory. This is one of the biggest crackdowns on the drug mafia who have links
with Pakistan-based handlers and are thriving in India. The raids started early this morning and are currently going on. The NIA has already registered a case
of UAPA in this connection. The agency had also conducted raids last month at the gangsters’ premises.
Sources said that teams of NIA were present at Sirsa,
Sonipat and Jhajjar in Haryana.“Pakistan-based handlers were sending drugs to India-based gangsters
through drones. We identified a few of them. Goldy
Brar and his aides are on the radar. A few more gangsters’ aides are also being raided,” the source said. Further details were awaited.

fessed to strangulating all
three to death.
Saju, along with their
son (6) and daughter (4) had
recently joined his wife in
the UK. His wife was employed in a UK hospital for
the past one year.
A driver by profession,
Saju was frustrated after failing to get a job. The couple
used to quarrel over financial issues which took a turn
for the worse on Thursday
and ended in him killing the
three. Saju is in the custody
of the UK police and they informed Anju’s parents that
they will slap murder
charges against Saju.

Lucknow, Dec 21 (IANS)
Nearly 37,500 girls of Other
Backward Classes (OBC) category from across Uttar
Pradesh will be given Rs
20,000 each at the time of
their marriage out of the Rs
75 crore fund set aside by
the department of the backward classes’ welfare.
Uttar Pradesh Minister
of State (independent
charge) for backward
classes welfare and empowerment of persons with disabilities, Narendra Kashyap,
said, “These identified girls
are those whose parents’ income is not more than Rs
2.50 lakh per annnum — a

criterion set by the department for giving the aid
which will be provided
within 90 days before or after the marriage of these
girls. The department has
already received applications under this scheme.”
The minister said that
beneficiaries of the schemes
of his departments are not
well informed regarding
what they are entitled to.
Moreover,
several
schemes offered for empowerment of persons with
disabilities were also reviewed and instructions
were given to implement
them at the earliest.

Telangana farmer’s son gambles away Rs 92 lakh
Hyderabad, Dec 21
(IANS) A farmer lost Rs 92
lakh that he had received as
compensation for the land
acquired by the government as his son gambled
away the money in an
online casino.
The shocking incident
has come to light in
Telangana’s Rangareddy
district near Hyderabad.
The family of Srinivas
Reddy has been literally reduced to penury after his
younger son lost the entire
money while playing online
games on his mobile phone.
Srinivas Reddy’s 10 acres
of land in Sitarampur of

Shahbad mandal was recently acquired by the government for Telangana State
Industrial Infrastructure Corporation (TSIIC). He received
a compensation of Rs 1.05
crore at the rate of Rs 10.5
lakh per acre.
With this money, he
wanted to buy half acre land
at Mallapur in Shamshabad
mandal on the outskirts of
Hyderabad. He had entered
into an agreement for Rs 70
lakh and paid Rs 20 lakh as
advance. Out of the remaining Rs 85 lakh, Srinivas
Reddy deposited Rs 42.5
lakh in his bank account and
the remaining in the ac-

count of his wife Vijayalaxmi.
The couple’s younger
Harshvardhan Reddy, a first
year degree student at
Hyderabad’s Nizam College,
transferred the money from
his father’s account to his
account and told him that
he would pay it to the land
owner. The 19-year-old told
the same to her mother and
made her withdraw the
money from her account.
The youngster, who had become addicted to playing
online games, started putting in the money in installments on online casinos. In
a few weeks, he lost the entire money.

Manish Tewari gives 6th adjournment
notice in LS on Chinese transgression
New Delhi, Dec 21 (IANS)
Congress MP Manish Tewari
on Wednesday gave a notice
to move an adjournment
motion in the Lok Sabha to
discuss the Chinese transgression at the Arunachal
Pradesh border.
This is Tewari’s sixth notice on the issue. The earlier
notices were not allowed by
the chair.
The notice stated, “That
this House do suspend Zero
Hour and other businesses

of the day to have a detailed
discussion on the grave situation at the border with
China in the Tawang sector
in Arunachal Pradesh. This is
the first physical clash between the two armies since
August 2020 which took
place at Rinchen La in eastern Ladakh.We have had the
Hon’ble Defence Minister
give a statement.
“However, there are crucial questions that need to
be asked: Why are these

clashes happening, first
Galwan and now Yangtse?
What do the Chinese want?
Is the Government aware of
Chinese mal-intentions?
Have we lost any territory to
the Chinese as a result of
these aggressions, if so, how
much and how does the
government plan to get it
back? Bilateral trade trade
with China is at an all time
high. “Between 2020 to the
present, imports from China
have nearly doubled from

$27.3 billion to $52.4 billion.
These are issues that require
taking Parliament into confidence.” He alleged that the
Chinese attempting to
come inside Indian territory
is a portentous sign. From
Eastern Ladakh, the Chinese
seem to be eyeing
Arunachal and the 2,500 km
Eastern Sector of the LAC.
Reports suggest that China
has built massive infrastructure and there was additional troop buildup on the

LAC. At least three additional PLA brigades are reportedly deployed at the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC). These clashes are in
addition to what has been
happening in Eastern
Ladakh where, despite
multiple rounds of talks, 16
in total, China has vehemently refused to vacate
areas it reportedly occupied after the major clash
on May 5, 2020, said
Manish Tewari.
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People visit a celebration event for the coming Christmas at a park in San Jose,
California, the United States, Dec. 20, 2022. UNI

