CMYK

www.westerntimesnews.in

GUJARAT’S OWN ENGLISH DAILY FOUNDED IN 1967

Pages

Postal Reg. No.
G-GNR-321
valid upto
31-12-2023

8

2/Founder Editor : Ramubhai Patel PHONE : 079-2640 2880 (Advertisement : 2640 2881 mail : advt@westerntimes.co.in)

Posting at RMS
Ahmedabad

VOL. 56 * NO. 158* AHMEDABAD SUNDAY 25/12/2022
Owned, Printed & Published by Nikunj R. Patel on behalf of Western Times Pub. Pvt. Ltd. Printed at & Published from Western Times Pub. Pvt. Ltd. Survey No. 1315P, Opp. Ramapir Temple, Shilaj, Ahmedabad (Gujarat).
Editor : Nikunj R. Patel RNI Regn. No. GUJ/11172/67. Reg. Office : 301, 3rd Floor, Gala Argos, B/h. Hari Krupa Tower, Ellisbridge, Ahmedabad-380 006. (Gujarat).

“Gurukul has developed the minds and hearts of the students with
good thoughts and values for their holistic development”: PM
PM addresses 75th
Amrut Mahotsav of
Swaminarayan
Gurukul Rajkot
Sansthan via video
conferencing
Rajkot, The Prime Minister. Shri Narendra Modi addressed the 75th Amrut
Mahotsav
of
Shree
Swaminarayan Gurukul
Rajkot Sansthan via video
conferencing today.
Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister congratulated everyone associated
with
Shree
Swaminarayan Gurukul
Rajkot Sansthan on the
completion of 75 years and
praised the efforts of
Shastriji Maharaj Shri
Dharmajivandasji Swami for
his tremendous efforts in
this journey. The Prime Minister remarked that by just
remembering the name of
Bhagwan Shri Swami
Narayan, one could experience new consciousness.
The Prime Minister
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Brief
Yogi, PM meet in
Delhi, discuss UP
Global Investor
Summit
New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS)
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
here on Saturday during
which they discussed the
UP Global Investor Summit
slated to be held in
Lucknow from February 1012, 2023.
A BJP source said:“As the
summit is nearing, multiple
meetings are taking in Uttar
Pradesh as well as with Central leadership. The Chief
Minister extended an invitation to the Prime Minister
for the summit and shared
the updates on the preparations so far.”

One killed, two
trapped in cliff
collapse in Kutch,
rescue operation on
Bhuj, Dec 24 (IANS) A
worker was killed while two
others were trapped after a
cliff collapsed at a mining
site in Kutch.
The cliff collapsed on Friday evening and rescue operation is on for the trapped
workers. Khavda Police Sub
Inspector D B Vaghela said,
“On Friday evening, around
6.10 p.m., a 20 to 30 feet
long and heavy cliff collapsed, under which two
trucks and JCB machine
were crushed. One worker
has died, a truck driver who
jumped out had suffered injuries and was rushed to
hospital for further treatment.Two other workers are
trapped under the rock and
rescue operation is on.”

Change of guard in
Tripura may not
help BJP as it
staves off tribal
party
Agartala, Dec 24 (IANS)
Seven months ago the BJP
changed the Chief Minister
in Tripura to give a positive
message to the people and
to overcome the anti-incumbency factor.
However, the saffron
party along with the other
opposition parties is now
facing a truly royal challenge from the TIPRA.
Some of the major issues and developments,
which originated in 2022 including the rise of TIPRA, are
expected to carry forward
into the new year changing
the political landscape of
the election bound northeastern state.

Prime Minister Narendra Modis addressed the Amrut Mahotav of Shree Swaminarayan Gurukul Rajkot Sansthan via video conferencing on Saturday. BJP State
President C R Patil, Harsh Sanghvi and other dignitaries presented on the occasion.
noted the coincidence of
the auspicious event taking
place in the period of Amrit
Kaal. The Prime Minister
termed it a happy occasion
as Indian tradition has been
energised by such coincidences throughout history.
The Prime Minister re-

counted these confluences
in history i.e confluences of
duty and hard work, culture
and dedication, spirituality
and modernity. The Prime
Minister lamented the neglect of education and the
duty to revive the glory of
the ancient Indian educa-

tion system in the immediate aftermath of independence. Where earlier governments faltered, the Prime
Minister said, nationals
saints and Acharyas took up
the
challenge.
“Swaminarayan Gurukul is
the live example of this

‘Suyog’” the Prime Minister
said. This institution was
developed on the foundation of the ideals of the freedom movement.
“Spreading true knowledge is the most important
task, and this has been
India’s devotion towards

Gujarat's BJP-led govt eyes
$1 tn economy by 2030
By Haresh Jhala

Gandhinagar, Dec 24
(IANS) During the Gujarat
Assembly elections, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
had promised inclusive
growth and to take Gujarat's
economy to $1 trillion by
2030. The first step in this
direction was taken by the
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel government by deciding to start a 'Felicitation
Desk' for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises to
make their task easier in getting permission from various departments.
State
government
spokesman and health minister Rishikesh Patel announced that the cabinet
has decided to train 50,000
youths in the next three
years in the latest skills that
can get them jobs or set up
their own businesses like
artificial intelligence, drone
training, cloud computing,
Block chain computing and

others.
BJP chief spokesman
Yamal Vyas told IANS:
"Gujarat should become a
$1 trillion economy by year
2030 and this growth will be
balanced and will be all inclusive with low disparity
between the different
classes of people."
Vyas added that the sole
focus of the government
will be the development of
social infrastructure and inclusive growth and development, with increasing irrigation facilities to boost
the agriculture sector. Similarly, the services sector will
get a big boost on the back
of GIFT city which should
take the state's economy
into a new orbit. Gujarat is
one state where growth is
balanced across regions.
According to the state
budget its Gross State Domestic Product is estimated
to be Rs 22,03,062 crore by
the end of the current financial year. Till mid-2022, the

installed power generation
capacity was 44,930 megawatt, of which the private
sector contribution is
29,204 megawatt.
In the current financial
year, the state has attracted
Foreign Direct Investment
of 3,200 million $ in just the
first four months.
The state is attracting
private investment because
of good governance and
decisive leadership in the
state as well as the Centre
which provides backbone
to the growth and development of the state, said Pratik
Patwari, president of The
Gujarat Chambers of Commerce and Industry
Citing an example of
good governance, Patwari
said for ages industries were
facing double taxation
problems. If the unit was
opened in the industrial estate set up by the Gujarat Industrial Development Corporation (GIDC), the village
panchayat and GIDC both

Chanda Kochhar, husband sent
to CBI custody till Monday

New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS)
A special court in Mumbai
on Saturday sent former
ICICI Bank CEO Chanda
Kochhar and her husband
Deepak Kochhar to CBI’s
custody till Monday in connection with a loan fraud
case involving bank officials
and Videocon Group.
Both were produced before the court by the CBI
which had sought their custodial remand.
The CBI has alleged that
Chanda Kochhar hatched a

criminal conspiracy and released loans of Rs 1800
crore to six different companies. Kochhar pressurised
other banks to pass their
loans.
After receiving a complaint, a case of fraud was
filed by the CBI with
Mumbai branch in January
2019.The probe agency also
moved an application to invoke IPC 409 against
Kochhar.
According to a CBI official, the arrests were made

based on the January 2019
FIR filed against Chanda
Kochhar, her husband and
Venugopal Dhoot of
Videocon Group.
Nupower Renewables,
Supreme Energy, Videocon
International Electronics Ltd
and Videocon Industries
Limited were also made as
an accused in the FIR. Dhoot
allegedly invested crores of
rupees in Nupower, months
after the Videocon Group
got Rs 3,250 crore as loan
from ICICI Bank in 2012.

imposed taxes. The Patel
government has scrapped
this system, now the units
have to pay a single tax.
The present government has reduced GIDC plot
resale charges from 3 per
cent to 1 per cent, because
of which many industrialists
were neither using it or were
unable to sell. Now the road
being clear, assets worth
thousands of crores will be
used, pointed out Patwari.
In the early years,
Gujarat was leading in
manufacturing sectors like
pharmaceuticals, chemicals,
engineering, diamonds. Today Gujarat's share in
pharma products is more
than 45 per cent, in plastic
and plastic products more
than 65 per cent, 50 per cent
in chemicals, and 80 per
cent in diamond cutting
and polishing. Now it is entering into new age sectors
like semi conductors, manufacturing defence products,
renewable energy. --IANS

knowledge and education
in the world which has established the roots of Indian
civilisation ”, the Prime Minister remarked. The Prime
Minister informed that even
though the Gurukul Vidya
Pratishthanam began with
only seven students in

Rajkot, it has forty branches
worldwide today which attracts thousands of students
from all over the world. He
further added that in the
last 75 years, Gurukul has
developed the minds and
hearts of the students with
good thoughts and values,

so that their overall development can be done. “
Referring to the Indian
tradition of treating knowledge as the highest pursuit
of life, the Prime Minister
said that when other parts
of the world were identified
with their ruling dynasties,
Indian identity was linked
with its gurukuls. “Our
Gurukuls have been representing equity, equality, care
and a sense of service for
centuries”, he added.
He
remembered
Nalanda and Takshshila as
synonyms for India’s ancient
glory. “Discovery and research were an integral part
of the Indian lifestyle. From
self-discovery to divinity,
ayurveda to aadhyatm
(spirituality), social science
to solar science, from Math
to metallurgy and from zero
to infinity, research and new
conclusions were drawn in
every field. “India, in that
dark age, gave humanity
rays of light that paved the
way for the world's journey
of modern science”, he
added.

CBI produces Chanda & Deepak
Kochhar in court, seeks 3-day custody
New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS)
The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on Saturday
produced former ICICI Bank
CEO Chanda Kochhar and
her husband Deepak
Kochhar before a special
court in Mumbai, seeking a
three-day custody for the
couple.
The Kochhars were arrested on Friday by the CBI
in connection with a loan
fraud case involving bank
officials and the Videocon
Group.
The CBI has alleged that
Chanda Kochhar had
hatched a criminal conspiracy and released loans
to six different companies.
The loan amount was
several crore rupees and she
had pressurized other banks
to pass their loans.
After receiving a complaint, a case of fraud was
filed by the CBI with the
Mumbai branch in January
2019.
The probe agency has
also moved an application
to invoke IPC 409 against
Chanda Kochhar. According

to a CBI official, the arrests
were made based on the
January 2019 filed against
Chanda Kochhar, her husband and Venugopal Dhoot
fo
Videocon
Group.
Nupower Renewables, Supreme Energy, Videocon International Electronics Ltd
and Videocon Industries
Limited were also made as
an accused in the FIR. Dhoot

allegedly invested crores of
rupees in Nupower months
after the Videocon Group
got several hundred crore as
loan from ICICI Bank in 2012
“We have also conducted
search operations at their
premises and have recovered a few documents connected to the case,” the official said. Further details are
awaited.

Chaos reigns famed St Mary’s
Basilica at Kochi on X’mas eve
Kochi, Dec 24 (IANS) Differences over unified mass
at the famed St Mary’s Basilica here, which snowballed
into violence last month, has cast its shadow on the
Christmas celebrations with police being deployed to
prevent the situation from deteriorating any further.
Following the violence, the district administration
had decided to close down the Church.
An argument on whether the priest should face the
churchgoers or the altar during the Holy Mass had assumed the form of violence between the two factions.
Then, the Thrissur Archbishop Mon Antony
Thazhath, who was deputed by the Vatican to look after the affairs of Ernakulam diocese, was stopped from
entering the cathedral by a group.
While the rebel group took control of the church
and closed it from inside, the official faction also shut
the church gates from outside.

Free Elgar Parishad political prisoners, demands Maha CPI(M)
Mumbai, Dec 24 (IANS)
Against the backdrop of the
revelations that there was
no connection between the
Elgar Parishad held in Pune
on December 31, 2017 and
the caste violence that
erupted in Bhima Koregaon
on January 1, 2018, the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) demanded the immediate release of those arrested in connection with
the incidents, here on Saturday.
CPI(M) Secretary Dr
Uday Narkar said that the
then Investigating Officer of
Pune Police Ganesh More

As Cong gets stronger in
Chhattisgarh, BJP stares at bleak
year ahead

Odisha CM urges school students to
live up to the expectations of the
nation

Raipur, Dec 24 (IANS) The coming year is going to
be politically crucial for the BJP in Chhattisgarh as the
Assembly elections in the state are to be held in 2023.
With Chhattisgarh emerging as the Congress
stronghold, questions are being raised whether the BJP
will be able to cause any damage to the grand old party
in the state.
Considering the political situation in the state, it is
clearly visible that the BJP's direct contest is not with
the Congress but with the 'Chhattisgarhian' image of
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
Baghel has done a significant job of awakening the
'Chhattisgarhi' identity among the residents of the
state. Every event, occasion and celebration has been
linked to the identity of the state, and along with it, the
state government has left no stone unturned in its attempt to strengthen the rural economy.
The BJP, which was in power in the state for oneand-a-half-decade, is well aware of the Congress'
strength and this is the reason why it has made major
changes in the state leadership. The saffron party has
appointed Ajay Jamwal as regional general secretary
(organisation), while Narayan Chandel has been entrusted with the post of Leader of Opposition.

Bhubaneswar, Dec 24
(IANS) Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Saturday
urged students of Sainik
School, Bhubaneswar to live
up to the expectations of
the nation.
Attending the diamond
jubilee celebration of Sainik
School here, Patnaik said, “I
would like to urge the
young cadets sitting here to
seize each and every opportunity that you get, and live
up to the expectations of
the school as well as the nation.” Set up by legendary
leader Biju Patnaik in 1962,
Bhubaneswar Sainik School,
after 60 glorious years, has
become a benchmark for
quality education, character
building and personality
enrichment, he said. He said

the school has not only produced some of the finest
soldiers of the country, but
a large number of its cadets
have made significant
achievements in the fields
of civil services, medicine,
engineering, merchant navy,
entrepreneurship and many
other fields. It can take pride
in its galaxy of alumni for the
significant contribution
they have made to society,
the Chief Minsiter said.
Patnaik further said that the
strength of our education
system does not lie in academic excellence, but rests
in the ability to empower
the students with knowledge, confidence, responsibility, and ability to think
and face situations of life independently.
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had made a deposition to
the effect before Justice J. N.
Patel Commission which
probed the events.
“The Maharashtra State
Committee of CPI(M)
strongly demands that, in
the light of the revelations,
all the Bhima-Koregaon and
Elgar Parishad political prisoners languishing in prisons
must be released immediately,” demanded Dr Narkar.
The plea came a couple
of days after human rights
activists, lawyers, academicians and social groups
urged for the release of all
the prisoners as well as an

impartial probe into the allegations of fabricating of
evidence an tampering of
electronic devices against
the accused which have
come to the fore, ahead of
the sixth anniversary of
those twin events. Dr Narkar
pointed out that the deposition by the then IO More
“holds seminal importance
for the life and well-being of
those innocents” who have
been spending an indefinite
period of their life in unconstitutional confinement.
“One such, Fr Stan Samy - (Fr.
Stanislaus Lourduswamy of
Tamil Nadu) - an 84-year-old

social worker, died in prison,
was constantly and inhumanly denied his plea to go
home where he could
breathe his last. Does the
Maharashtra government
want the remaining ones
also to meet a similar fate?”
wondered Dr Narkar. More
has also stated under oath
that the Hindutva leaders
like Sambhaji Bhide and
Milind Ekbote were responsible for the violence on
January 1, 2018 - marking
the 200th anniversary of the
war between the Peshwas
and the British East India
Company.

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann along with Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia and school teachers at the mega parents/teachers meeting
at Government Senior Secondary Smart School, in Patiala on Saturday. UNI
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Editorial

From

Editor’s

Desk
Ali Ahmed Aslam
and the story of
Chicken Tikka
Masala in the UK

Ali Ahmed Aslam added yoghurt,
cream and some spices to the
chicken and the chicken tikka
masala, or CTM as it is fondly
called, was born. Aslam died this
week in Glasgow at the age of 77.
It is said that on a cold, wet Glaswegian evening,
sometime in the 1970s, a customer at a local Indian
restaurant called the Shish Mahal, sent back his order of chicken tikka, finding it too dry for his taste,
and asked for it to be served with some gravy. The
restaurant’s owner, Ali Ahmed Aslam, added yoghurt,
cream and some spices to the chicken and the
chicken tikka masala, or CTM as it is fondly called, was
born. Aslam died this week in Glasgow at the age of
77.
While the Pakistan-born Aslam is widely
recognised as the CTM’s creator, other curry shops
and restaurants in the UK have also staked their claim
on its origins. Some, like Chef Anjum Anand, have
traced it to the butter chicken that is believed to have
been invented at the Moti Mahal in Delhi in the 1950s;
the similarities in the two origin stories — addition
of cream, yoghurt or tomatoes and garam masala to
dry cooked chicken — are indeed hard to overlook.
But the origins of the CTM, whether in the UK or
India, are the least interesting part of its story. In 2001,
the UK’s former foreign minister, Robin Cook, described CTM as “a true British national dish” and upheld it as a successful example of the nation’s
multiculturalism. And that is exactly what’s so remarkable about the success of CTM. Other contenders for
the position of Britain’ national dish have come up
since Cook’s famous speech, but CTM’s appeal remains both wide and enduring. From families looking for a quick, cheap meal at the local greasy spoon
to hungover stag and hen parties indulging their
morning-after munchies, Britons cutting across generations and class have found comfort in the rich textures and mild flavours of chicken tikka masala — a
dish of indisputable South Asian lineage, never mind
the details.

Left to Right 1. Shri Banwarilal Purohit Hon'ble Governor of Punjab & Administrator of Chandigarh 2. His Holiness
Mahant Swami Maharaj Spiritual Head, BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha 3. Shri Vallabh Kulbhushan Vaishnav Acharya
Param Pujya Pad Goswami 108 Shri Vrajrajkumarji Maharajshri The Founder & Inspirer, Vallabh Youth Organization (VYO)

Bal Nagari world tower welcomes children and families
at Pramuk Swami maharaj nagar in Ahmedabad.

FICCI Conference for Entrepreneurs and Leaders at Pramukh Swami Maharaj Nagar in Ahmedabad

Pramukh Swami has created a value-based management through love
A one-day conference was organized today for entrepreneurs and industry leaders as a part of the centenary birth celebrations of His Holiness
Pramukh Swami Maharaj in
Ahmedabad, in partnership with the
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI), Entrepreneurs Organization, Gujarat (EO)
and the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav government initiative.
Titled ‘Shaping the Future by
Value-Based Management’, the conference was led by a panel of high-cali-

conference is to change the way we
think and thereby transform the way
you live. As you go around Pramukh
Swami Maharaj Nagar, I hope you will
listen with you heart and be inspired
by the selfless life, work and wisdom
of Pramukh Swami Maharaj and the
80,000 volunteers who helped create
this festival with the inspiration of
Mahant Swami Maharaj. Then, no one
will be able to stop you from achieving what you want.”
In his welcome remarks, Rajiv
Gandhi, Co-Chairman of FICCI Gujarat

community. It is our duty to inculcate
value-based communication in the
industry and make them realize the
importance of community.”
Chiranjiv Patel also appreciated
the volunteerism of BAPS and noted,
“All the volunteers in this place are
serving with an intention to contribute selflessly. This is the legacy of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj.” He further
added that such attitude in the industry may be possible if we can learn
even 1% of Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
lessons on value-based management.
He highlighted two such volunteers of
BAPS, namely Anish Patel (Managing
Director of Aims Oxygen) and Paresh
Rughani (international motivational
speaker) and invited them to share
their insights.
The final session concluded with
an insightful talk by renowned spiri-

his father and a family friend to meet
Pramukh Swami Maharaj, he said, “My
father’s friend, who was one of the biggest entrepreneurs of a restaurant
chain in Ahmedabad, apprised
Pramukh Swami Maharaj for 15 minutes regarding the progress of his organization.
However, Pramukh Swami Maharaj
only replied,‘Don’t forget to treat your
employees with compassion and kindness.’We can learn the greatest virtues
of humanity and kindness from the
greatest saint Pramukh Swami

D. Vijay Chauthaiwale,
President, Indian Foreign Affairs BJP delivering his address
on value based management

bre speakers, including Rajiv Gandhi
(Co-Chairman, FICCI Gujarat State
Council and CEO and Managing Director, Hester Biosciences Ltd.), Chiranjiv
Patel (Global Committee Member, EO),
Vijay Chauthaiwale (In-Charge, Department. of Foreign Affairs, BJP),
Ganpat Patel (Patron in Chief and
President, Ganpat University), and
Leander Paes (renowned professional
tennis player).
In his inspiring inaugural address,
Brahmaviharidas Swami, a senior
swami of BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha
(BAPS), said, “God has gifted each one
of us with the potential and ability to
do something different, but because
we continue to live on borrowed narratives, we do not fulfil our potential.
The essential objective of this type of

and CEO and Managing Director of
Hester Biosciences Ltd., shared his insights on how value-based management addresses issues regarding employees and other stakeholders of an
organization and can lead to the
progress of an organization.
Thereafter, in his welcome address,
Chiranjiv Patel, Global Committee
Member of Entrepreneurs Organization for Gujarat, remarked,“80,000 volunteers have worked wholeheartedly
to create ‘Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Nagar’, while persisting through harsh
weather conditions and hence, made
the impossible possible. One can learn
value-based management from
Pramukh Swami Maharaj.”
When recollecting an incident of
his childhood when he accompanied

Renowned Professional Tennis Player Mr. Leander Paes delivering
his keynote address

Maharaj. Pramukh Swami Maharaj has
created the highest number of dedicated leaders in the form of theses
volunteers. The world has probably
never seen such a force united

Mr. Chiranjiv Patel, (Global
Committee Member, Entrepreneur Organization, Gujarat)
delivering welcome address

“Upon seeing the vast dedicated volunteer force, I realized Pramukh Swami
Maharaj has created a value-based
management through love. The management of Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Nagar is so efficient because of the
volunteers focus on what is right,
rather than who is right.”
Thereafter, an interesting question
and answer session was held in the
presence of several eminent speakers.

Mr. Paresh Rughani, International Motivational Speaker
sharing anecdotes

through values.”
Vijay Chauthaiwale, In-Charge of
the Department of Foreign Affairs for
the BJP, shared his insights on valuebased management as found in Hindu
scriptures. He spoke about maintaining a balance in mental and spiritual
health, saying, “Spiritual leadership is
necessary for the transformation and
success of an organization.”
Ganpat Patel, Patron in Chief and
President of Ganpat University, said,

One of the questions asked was
whether an attitude of volunteerism as
seen in BAPS can be developed in private industries where people are motivated only by money. Leander Paes,
renowned professional tennis player,
replied, “In times when tech-savvy
people are losing a sense of communication, the BAPS volunteers who
have dedicated themselves to create
the grandeur of this place are exemplary of passion and unity within the
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conferences for professionals of various fields, including accountants, lawyers, industrialists, technocrats and entrepreneurs. It is a testament to the
progressive mindset of Pramukh
Swami Maharaj, whose work and
teachings touched people from all
walks of life, to ensure the holistic success and happiness of everyone in society.
Pramukh Swami Maharaj was an
exemplary spiritual leader who personified his universal teaching, “In the
joy of others lies our own.” The culmination of his centenary anniversary is
being celebrated through a monthlong festival on a 600-acre site off the
SP Ring Road in Ahmedabad made
possible by the selfless service of more
than 80,000 volunteers inspired by His
Holiness Mahant Swami Maharaj, the
spiritual successor of Pramukh Swami
Maharaj.

tual motivational speaker of BAPS
Gyanvatsaldas Swami. He said,
“Pramukh Swami through his valuebased management made BAPS one
of the largest NGOs in the world, performing 162 different activities selflessly. To become a value-based person, we should believe
from our core that we
cannot do anything
wrong in our lives.” He
asked the audience to distinguish between growth,
progress
and
sustainability.“If spirituality is added to progress, it
leads to success.”
All the delegates were
then given a guided tour
of ‘Pramukh Swami
Maharaj Nagar’ where
they learned about
Pramukh
Swami
Maharaj’s inspiring life
and worldwide contributions for humanity
through the various attractions and exhibitions.
Dr. Ganpat Patel, Patron in Chief & PresiToday’s event is the
dent, Ganpat University delivering his adsixth in a series of 14 such

In the news
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Tory Lanez found guilty of shooting
Megan Thee Stallion in the foot

Los Angeles, Dec 24
(IANS) Canadian rapper Tory
Lanez, who is known for his
track 'Say It', has been found
guilty by the jury in the Los
Angeles trial for the 2020
roadside shooting of Megan
Thee Stallion.
Lanez, whose legal
name is Daystar Peterson,
was found guilty of
all three felony firearm counts over an
incident in which
fellow
rapper
Megan Thee Stallion,
whose real name is
Megan Pete, alleged
he shot her in the
feet after they left a
Hollywood Hills
party at Kylie
Jenner's home in
2020, reports Variety.
Peterson was convicted
on one felony count each of
assault with a semiautomatic firearm, negligent discharge of a firearm and carrying a loaded, unregistered
firearm in a vehicle.
The Canadian rapper
pleaded not guilty in No-

vember 2020 and faces up
to 22 years and eight
months in prison along with
subsequent deportation. A
sentencing hearing is set for
January 27.
"I want to start by highlighting the bravery of
Megan Pete," Los Angeles
County District Attorney

George Gascon said in a
statement, quoted by Variety.
"You showed incredible
courage and vulnerability
with your testimony despite
repeated and grotesque attacks that you did not deserve.
You faced unjust and

despicable scrutiny that no
woman should ever face
and you have been an inspiration to others across LA
County and the nation."
He added: "Women, especially Black women, are
afraid to report crimes like
assault and sexual violence
because they are too often
not believed. This trial, for
the second time this month,
highlighted the numerous
ways that our society must
do better for women."
The attorney continued:
"I'd also like to thank the jurors for their time and
thoughtful deliberation, and
our trial team for their tireless pursuit of the truth. You
spent countless hours away
from your families during
the holiday season preparing this case and finding justice for Ms Pete. Your sacrifice is appreciated."
Pete suffered wounds to
her feet that she described
to police at the scene as the
result of broken glass, but
later claimed were caused
by gunshots from Peterson.

Kanye West urges Jews to
'forgive Hitler' in interview

Los Angeles,Rapper
Kanye West once again
made another round of antisemitic comments.
On Tuesday, December
6, the 45-year-old rapper/
designer had a sit-down
with Proud Boys founder
Gavin McInnes where he
claimed that Jewish people
need to "forgive Hitler", reports aceshowbiz.com.
Titled "Saving Ye", the
45-minute interview saw
McInnes and Ye discussing
the disgraced artist's hate
speech against the Jewish
community. In the beginning of the video, McInnes,
who founded right-wing
extremist group Proud Boys
in 2016, said that he set up
the interview to try to "prevent Ye West from becoming an anti-Semite or a Nazi."
He explained, "I'm going

to talk him off the ledge and
bring him back to the understanding that our problem is liberal elites of all
races, Kamala Harris is a major problem. Barack Obama
is a major (problem). Barack
Obama is what started this
whole mess. I would argue
we weren't really into racism
before he came along."
Kanye, however, opted
to double down on his
views instead.
"Jewish people can't tell
me who I can love and who
I can't love," he said in the
discussion, which was moderated by far-right personality and one of Ye's campaign
team member Nick Fuentes.
"You can't force your pain on
everyone else."
He then urged Jewish
people to stop hating on
Adolf Hitler. "Jewish people

- forgive Hitler today," he
added. "Let it go. Let it go.
Stop trying to force it on
other people."
Kanye went on to say
that Jews gave the Nazi
leader a bad reputation because "they were upset that
Hitler was kicking them out
of the country." He later
compared the Holocaust to
abortion.
"The Holocaust is not
the only holocaust. So for
them to take that and claim
when we have abortions
right now. That's eugenics.
That's genocide. That's a holocaust that we're dealing
with right now," the 'Donda'"
artist said.
He additionally blasted
Jewish people for not believing that Jesus is the "king
of all kings" and the real king
of the Jews.
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Yo Yo Honey Singh releases party track
'Gatividhi' featuring Mouni Roy
Mumbai, Dec 24 (IANS)
rapper Yo Yo Honey Singh
has been in news of late.
First, it was his chiselled look
after he gained extra
pounds that made waves on
the Internet and now, it's his

new song 'Gatividhi' which
also features actress Mouni
Roy.
The song is a party number and is best suited for this
time of the year when the
Holiday season is in fullswing. Talking about the
song, Honey Singh said:
"Like the name suggests,
'Gatividhi' is going to be a

Why Emma
Thompson had to
wear
compression
boots for
'Matilda'
Los Angeles, Dec 24
(IANS) Celebrated actress
Emma Thompson has discovered that she is "sort of"
no longer as invulnerable as
she thought.'The Good Luck
to You, Leo Grande' star, 63,
said: "Whilst I'm strong, because I'm getting older, I can
hurt myself, and that was interesting," reports People
magazine.Huh, that's because I'm getting older. My
body's changing and I've
got to be more careful with
it,
Thompson
added.According to People,
Thompson then had to
wear a compression boot
on the 'Matilda' set, "I said,
'I'm so sorry, I've got to wear
the boot,'" she recalled.

*

From baking a cake to turning Santa,
Shubhangi unveils her year-end plans
New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS)
'Bhabiji Ghar Par Hain' fame
Shubhangi Atre, who is seen
playing the role of Angoori
bhabhi got candid about
her Christmas and New Year
plans as she shared some
memories from her childhood about the festivity.
In a conversation with
IANS, she said: "It is going to
be grand and I am super excited for 2023. But, yes I will
be shooting also because
we are running on a tight
schedule and later at night I
will go home and bake a
cake with my daughter as
she loves baking and we are
also planning to distribute
sweets to underprivileged
kids."
While sharing her
favourite Christmas and
New year's memories, she
added: "In my school I always used to participate in
various Christmas events

MkkhýøkktXLkwt ykuÃkhuþLk ykÄwrLkf
÷u«kuMfkuÃkef ÃkæÄríkÚke fhðk{kt ykðþu.
{uzeõ÷u{ rð{k Äkhfku {kxu
fuþ÷uMk Mkkhðkh MkwrðÄk WÃk÷çÄ.

and joined hands in decorating the Christmas crib
and Christmas tree. It was a
fun thing to do. On New
Year's eve, whether I celebrate it or not, my loved
ones are around me and
that means a lot to me."
She spoke about her
Christmas celebration plans
on the sets of her show and
how she became Santa: "I

became a secret santa for all
my 'Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai'
crew and brought some
jalebis for everyone. All of
them enjoyed it but they
didn't really know it was
from me and it made me
feel excited. Also, I would
like to surprise my daughter
as a Santa and gift her whatever she wants this year."
Talking about her New
Year resolution, she said:
"My resolution for this year
is to be just happy and
peaceful."
At last, the actress reveals how she looks at 2022
and what she has learned
from the past: "All want to
say is 2022 has taught me a
lot and it made me realise
whatever you go through
any good situation or bad it
always teach you a lesson
which helps me to grow in
life," she concluded.--IANS

'Master Chef India', 'KBC 14' finale,
and other shows to binge on

New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS)
As the New Year knocks the
door, it is time to welcome
new shows, bid adieu to old
ones, and enjoy the festivity
on the sets of reality series.
If the cooking-based reality show 'Master Chef In-

for you to watch in your
favourite TV shows.
MasterChef India
Popular chefs Vikas
Khanna, Ranveer Brar and
Garima Arora are coming
back as judges on the 7th
season of the cooking real-

dia' is all set to start bringing out some unique and
special delicacies for food
lovers, the quiz-based reality show 'Kaun Banega
Crorepati' is going to enter
its finale week. So, just scroll
down to see what is there

ity show 'MasterChef India'.
Based on 'MasterChef
Australia', it started in India
in 2010 and the first season
was hosted by Akshay
Kumar, Kunal Kapur, and
Ajay Chopra. Apart from
Hindi, the show also aired in

M A R K E T
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hep party song and Mouni
Roy's charm in the video has
lifted the song to the next
level.
The video is killer and I
can't wait for the people to
see and listen to 'Gatividhi'".
Musically, the song
somewhere reminds of
another Honey Singh
song 'Manali Trance'.
The visuals of the song
present Honey and
Mouni grooving to the
beats of the song in an
underground set-up.
Mouni Roy said: "It
is the perfect song for
this time of the year.
What better way to celebrate the year ending
with a Badass song. It
was a perfect collaboration with Yo! Yo! and
Namoh Studios."
'Gatividhi' is available for
streaming across all leading
music platforms.
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Disclaimer
Adverstisement
appeared in this News
Paper have not been
verified factually and
“WESTERNTIMES”
does not stand
responsible for the
sales proposition.

different languages like
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and
Malayalam, and the past six
seasons were judged by different master chefs including Vikas Khanna, Sanjeev
Kapoor, Ranveer Brar,
Zorawar Kalra, and Vineet
Bhatia.After hosting auditions for the show in Kolkata,
Hyderabad, and Mumbai,
the chosen ones will be
moving to the 'MasterChef'
kitchen. Here, the contestants would truly have to
prove that they have the talent to be in the Top 16.
'MasterChef India' is
starting from January 2 on
Sony
Entertainment
Television.Dhruv Tara
What happens when
love brings two people together against the boundaries of time? Well, this
unique story follows the
journey of Dhruv and Tara.
While Ishaan Dhawan is
roped as the male lead while
Rhea Sharma is the female

*

lead.
Ishaan will be seen as
Dhruv, and Rhea will portray
Tara. It also features
Narayani Shastri, Yash Tonk,
Gulfam Khan, Vineet Kumar
Chaudhary, among others.
The show is being produced under Shashi Sumeet
ProductionsIt will be starting soon on Sony SAB.
Bakers' Studio 2
Judged by two celebrity
chefs Kunal Kapur and
Amrita Raichand, the show
is giving the top 15 home
bakers a chance to become
India's
next
baking
superstar.TV actress Anjum
Fakih from 'Kundali Bhagya'
will be seen making an appearance during the Christmas special episode of the
baking show.
She will be cheering the
contestants, chilling with
their families, and helping
the judges in giving scores
to the desserts presented by
the bakers.

G U I D E

Patel Chem
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E-mail: info@pcspl.net • Website : www.pcspl.net

Manufacturer & Exporter of Pharmaceutical
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Super Disintegrants
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FEW WR TRAINS AFFECTED DUE
TO BLOCK BETWEEN DUNGRI AND
BILIMORA STATIONS
Ahmedabad, Due to a block on UP & DOWN lines
from 09.35 hrs to 14.35 hrs on Sunday, 25th December, 2022 for carry out the work of Strengthening of
Bridge between Dungri and Bilimora stations, few
Western Railway trains will be regulated. According
to a press release issued by Shri Sumit Thakur, Chief
Public Relations Officer of Western Railway, the details of these trains are as under:
Regulation of Trains on 25th December, 2022:
1.
Train No. 19015 Dadar – Porbandar
Saurashtra Express will be regulated by 01.20 hrs.
2. Train No. 12471 Bandra Terminus – Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra Swaraj Express will be regulated
by 01.15 hrs.
3. Train No. 12925 Bandra Terminus – Amritsar
Paschim Express will be regulated by 30 mins.
4.
Train No. 12216 Bandra Terminus – Delhi
Sarai Rohilla Garib Rath Express will be regulated by
25 mins.
5.
Train No. 12217 Kochuveli – Chandigarh
Express will be regulated by 20 mins. Passengers are
requested to kindly take note of the same.

Gate of under-construction
police station falls, boy dies
Ahmedabad : A seven-year-old boy died and another eight-year-old suffered injuries as an iron gate
of an under-construction police stations fell on them
on Friday afternoon.
According to cops, a new building for
Shaherkotda police stations was being constructed
just behind the old police stations in the kalupur
area of the city.
“On Friday afternoon, two kids Farhan Ghanchi,
7, a class-2 student, and Asahad Shaikh 8, a class-3
students-both residents of Ramlal Chawl in Kalupur
were playing ner the gate.
According to onlookers, they were either playing or scaling up on the gate, when the gate fell on
them and they suffered severe injuries,” said inspector B K Khachar of Shaherkotda police. Khachar said
that Farhan died on the spot whereas Shaikh was
rushed to a nearby hospital where his condition was
critical.
The gate fell on them as cemented plaster was
not yet fixed, said Khachar. He said that Farhan’s father Tahir Ghanchi is an autorickshaw driver and
Asahad’s father Nisar Shaikh also depended upon
daily wages.
Khachar said that many shopkeepers staying
near the new building of the police station had shut
their shops and field to evade any questioning by
cops. He said Shaherkotda police registered a case
of accidental death and sent Farhan’s body for postmortem examinations.

RSS to hold meet in Kutch on
Dec 25, 26
Ahmedabad : Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat will be in Gujarat on
December 25 and 26 to attend a meeint of workers
of the outfit’s Saurashtra zone and guide them about
expanding its base in the region.
The closed-door meeting, to be held in Anjar
town of kutch district, will be attended by nearly 300
RSS workers of Saurashtra and Kutch regions and
the focus will be on establishing shakhas (branches)
in each and every village of the state, a functionary
of the outfit said on Friday.
“The RSS is completing 100 years in 2025, and a
target has been set of establishing shakhas in each
and every village and also plan to cover all cities and
towns. On December 25 and 26, Mohan Bhagwat will
guide the workers of Saurashtra and Kutch region
to achieve that target,” he said.
He said RSS shakhas are organized daily in 7,000
out of 18,000 villages in the state. Notably, a 3-day
meeting of the Akhil Bharatiya Pratinidhi Sabha was
held in the presence of Bhagwat and other top leaders in Ahmedabad in March.

Potholes claimed 16 lives in
state in 3 yrs
Ahmedabad : Potholes on roads have claimed
at least 16 people in 19 road accidents in Gujarat in
the last three years between 2019 and 2021.
The state in 2021 was ranked 17th with 12 states
and Union territories reporting no accidents due to
potholes on roads. States like Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Goa and Uttarakhand reported no incident due to
potholes.
The data was tabled by Nitin Gadkari, the minister for road, transport and highways, in response to
a question asked by Nitesh Ganga Deb, the MP from
Sambalpur, Odisha. The ministry in the reply stated
that it does not separately
maintain information on road accidents due to
potholes on national highways (NHs) and hence the
total number of road accidents, and persons killed
due to potholes on all categories of roads in the
country were tabled. The ministry stated that regular maintenance activities are carried out by executing agencies of MoRTH. Replying to another question by Upendra Singh Rawat, the MP from
Barabanki, Uttar Pradesh, theminister stated that for
2022-23, the ministry has sanctioned Rs 1,200 crore
for road-safety works, primarily for taking up the rectification of black spots. Gujarat has got Rs 27.52
crore for rectification of road black spots.

Aspiring model raped
in Navrangpura

Five electric buses were launched at Rajkot Bus Port by Minister of State for Home Affairs Harsh Sanghvi.
For the first time, five pollution-free electric buses will ply on the Rajkot-Junagarh route as part of a green
energy initiative.

H&M OPENS ITS SECOND
AHMEDABAD STORE IN NEXUS
AHMEDABAD ONE MALL
AHMEDABAD - H&M India, international retailer
known for fashion and quality at the best price in a sustainable way, open sits second store in a new location
in Nexus Ahmedabad One Mall. Spread over 2335
square meters, designed by the latest interior trends, the
store offers a modern and welcoming shopping experience featuring H&M’s latest collection for Women, Men
and Kids. The new store opening is complemented with
exciting collections such as the magical holiday collection along with everyday essentials with price points
starting at rupes 249 for kids, rupes 399 for Womenswear
and rupes 399 for Menswear. Additionally, as part of
H&M’s commitment to a more circular and sustainable
future, the new store also offers the brand’s Garment
Collect initiative which allows customers to bring unwanted clothes and textiles by any brand, in any condition, at the store. “While we’ve been available in
Ahmedabad since 2018, we are excited to expand our
footprint with our second store in the city. Bringing fashion and quality, at the best price, to our customers is always a source of joy.

Ahmedabd : A 63-yearold woman from the Vasna
area of the city, who is a US
citizen, on Friday filed a
complaint with Cybercrime
police alleging that a man
posing as a foreign national
“trapped” her in an emotional long distance relationship and duped her of
Rs 34 lakh.
The woman who stays in
the US for eight months and
in India for four months, said
in her FIR with the city
Cybercrime police that the
accused Andres Martniez,
who posed as a Scottish, approached her through a social media website in 2022.
“At that time, I was reeling under depression after
my husband’s death and
Martniez contacted me in

NDDB subsidiary IDMC donates
ECG machines to PHCs under CSR

Anand, December 24,
2022: National Dairy Development Board’s whollyowned subsidiary IDMC Ltd
with support of Nivedita
Foundation donated ECG
Machines to various Primary
Healthcare Centres (PHC)
across Anand district, under
its CSR initiative. Shri
Meenesh Shah, Chairman,
NDDB &amp; IDMC Ltd
handed over the ECG machines to seven PHCs in
presence of Mrs Nipa Kamal
Patel, Chairperson, Nivedita
Foundation and Shri Rajesh
Subramaniam, Managing
Director, IDMC Ltd. Dr Vijay
Shah, Medical Director, Indu

Research Health Foundation
and Dr Kaushal Gandhi,
Pulse Cardiac Institute were
also present during a
programme held here on
Saturday. On this occasion,
Chairman, NDDB said IDMC
Ltd is not only committed
towards development of Indian dairy sector by manufacturing affordable equipment and machinery but
also through its activities for
welfare of citizens providing
healthcare support through
association with various
hospitals and also eradication of malnutrition through
Giftmilk scheme of NDDB
Foundation for Nutrition. He

IDEMIA showcases industry
leading biometrics devices
Ahmedabad, December,
2022- IDEMIA, the global
leader in Augmented Identity, today exhibited its
range of contact and
contactless biometric devices, analytical solutions
and desktop sensors at its
partner
event
in
Ahmedabad. With more
than 40 years of experience
in biometrics and over 4 billion fingerprints managed
worldwide, IDEMIA is the
undisputed leader in biometric
technologies.
IDEMIA’s algorithms and
sensor technologies, combined with its end-product
design and manufacturing
expertise, make it the partner of choice for most prestigious
organizations.
IDEMIA’s solutions, encompassing contact and
contactless fingerprint, print
and facial recognition readers, have been deployed at
airport, corporate offices,

manufacturing set ups,
warehouses, oil and gas
plants, hospitality etc.
around the world. We are
very proud to be associated
with the Surat Diamond
Bourse, the world&#39;s
largest corporate building,
based at Surat, Gujarat,
which is spread across 35.54
acres with availability of 66
lakh Sq.ft. built up area encompassing 4,000 offices for
national &amp; international traders. We are securing this prestigious premises with our world class
one of the kind contactless
biometric access products.
“The recent COVID19
pandemic has ushered in
growing demand for
contactless and hygienic solutions. We are delighted to
see great interest and demand for our innovative and
world class products ensuring high level security for
access as well as data.

said,“Any major health crisis
can have a devastating impact on families by way of
significant expenditure or
even loss of a breadwinner.
Therefore, having adequate
capacity and infrastructure
to secure health of its citizens should definitely be
part of any guiding framework of a responsible society.” Shri Shah further said,
“I congratulate both the organizations, Nivedita Foundation and IDMC Ltd for
coming together and taking
a firm step towards prevention and early detection of
heart related complications
for the citizens of this area.”

vents the wastage of tens of
millions of rupees and protects physical, mental, socioeconomic and spiritual
health of individuals as well
as their families.
In addition to physical
health, Pramukh Swami
Maharaj has protected
society’s moral and spiritual
health. By building 1,231
temples, over 9,500 child

and youth centres, and over
9,000 satsang centres, he
has ensured that society receives regular moral and
spiritual ‘check-ups’.
Currently, BAPS oversees
many health initiatives, from
hosting COVID-19 vaccination centres to mobile hospital vans.
These initiatives are undertaken across India and
the world under the guidance of His Holiness Mahant
Swami Maharaj.
His Holiness Mahant

Swami Maharaj has continued Pramukh Swami
Maharaj’s work in the
healthcare sector during the
COVID-19 pandemic. These

initiatives have:
*
Distributed over
1,80,000 PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) kits for
‘Corona Warriors’ serving
COVID-19 patients.
*
Treated more than
2,00,000 patients in rural areas through mobile clinics.
*
Supported more
than 250 hospitals at various
levels in the country and
abroad.
*
Donated more
than 1,000 hospital beds.
*
Donated more
t h a n
5,000
litres of
sanitisers.
*
Broadcasted
online
satsang
to more
t h a n
30,00,000
people
for their spiritual health
*
Called more than
2,56,000 people through
which they were given emotional support and guid-

September 2022 when I
came to the city that time. I
was under severe depression and he started talking
very friendly with me. I also
shared my WhatsApp number with him,” said the
woman.
She said that Martinez
told her that he was very
rich and had three to four
big businesses.
“He then somehow
knew that my husband was
no more. He began talking
emotionally with me and
told that his wife too died
sometime ago. He spoke to
me in such a way that I got
emotionally attachment to
him,” said he woman in the
FIR.
She said that he offered
to marry her, but she refused

it saying that she would
keep friendship with him.
In September, Martniez
told her that he was going
on a business tour and
would crack some big business deals.
After a few days, he
called her up and said that
his account was blocked
due to some financial issues
and he was also robbed of
his all cash.
“As he was talking very
emotinally and treated me
like family. I decided to help
him. I paid around Rs 19 lakh
between September and
November this year when
he asked for money,” she
said.
The woman said that he
had later in November first
week sent some gifts to her.

“After some time, I began
receiving phone calls from a
woman who introduced
herself as a Mumbai
customes officer and demanded penalty amount
from me. They also sent pictures and videos of some
gifts and forced me to pay
Rs 15 lakh,” said the woman.
Later, a man posing as
Reserve Bank of India officer
also demanded some
money from her but then
she realized that she was
being duped, said a cop.
She
approached
Cybercrime police and filed
a complaint of cheating,
breach of trust and criminal
conspiracy along with the
charges of Information
Technology Act against
Martniez and others.

If caught in the US, seek
asylum : Kalol man was told
Ahmedabad : A day
after Reporter reported
about the man from
kalol who peroshed
while scaling the ‘Trump
wall’ on the US-Mexico
border, the CID (crime)
and Gandhinagar Police
began an inquiry into
the case, on Friday. Now
Reporter has learnt that
the man, Brijkumar
Yadav, 32, was told to
seek asylum in the US if
he along with his wife
Pooja, 30 and their child
Tanmay, 3 were caught.
A highly placed
source privy to the devel-

opments said : “Yadav and
his family had embarked on
the journey to the US on
November 18. They were
taken to Dubai, then moved
to Turkey, and ultimately
brought to Mexico,” the
source said.“They were told
bya human smuggler to
scale the wall and to seek
asylum if caught by the US
authorities.”
An agent from Paliyad
village in Gandhinagar had
in November introduced
Yadav to another agent who
promised to send Yadav, his
wife, and their child to the
US. The family hails from

Gonda in Uttar Pradesh
but had settled in Galaxy
Apartments in Kalol.
“It is strongly suspected that the family
was asked for Rs 1.25
crore as the charger for
helping it sneak into the
US,” the source said.
“However, the exact details of the fiancial transactions will be known
only after Yadav’s wife
Pooja gives her statement.” Sources said taht
Yadav had died on December 17,but his death
was declared only on
December 21.

3L students may repeat pre-primary edu

Ahmedabad : As the
Gujarat government gears
to strictly implement the
admission age criterion of
six years for entry to Class 1,
in keeping with the Right To
Education (RTE) Act rules
from academic year 202324, an estimated three lakh
students stand to repeat
pre-primary schooling. Parents have been making
representions to District
Education Officers (DEOs)
across major cities, requesting exemption to children
who are falling short of turning six on June 1, 2023 by a
few days or months. However, the authoritie said that
the age criteria will be
strictly implemented from
2023.
“It is estimated that
about three lakh students
may repeat pre-primary
schooling while they wait to
complete six years to be eligible for entry to Class 1,”
said state education secretary Vinod Rao.

Medical Services of BAPS Inspired by Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Under Pramukh Swami
Maharaj’s guidance, BAPS
volunteers have led de-addiction campaigns across
India and inspired 4 million
people to be free from addiction. De-addiction pre-

Ahmedabad : A 27-year-old woman from the
Chandkheda area of the city on Thursday filed a complaint with Gujarat University police alleging that a
feelance photographer raped her after luring her with
modelling assignments. The woman, an aspiring
model, had come to the city from her native place in
Madya Pradesh around six month ago on the insistence of the accused Prashant Dhanak, 35, a resident
of Deepkunj flats near Ishawar Bhuvan in
Navrangpura, said a police officer. The complainant
said that she befriended Dhanak on a social media
platform and later exchanged their numbers after he
convinced her that he would give some big-budget
modelling assignments. She said that Dhanak promised her financial help as well. On November 10, at
around 7 pm, Dhanak called her to meet him in
Navrangpura.
He later took her to a hotel near Vijay Crossroads
on the pretext of meeting with some clients. He allegedly took her to room where he raped her, according
to the FIR.

NRI woman trapped in e-relationship, loses Rs 34L

Set up 24 free health clinics and 6 mobile clinics at PSM nagar
Ahmedabad, During his
life, Pramukh Swami
Maharaj established 7 multispeciality hospitals where
more than 10 million patients have been treated.
BAPS also runs 11 mobile
medical clinics that cover
a distance of
2 , 8 0 0
k ilometres
every week,
spanning
133 villages
i
n
underserved
areas. Over
5.6 million
people have
benefitted
from the free
treatment provided by
these clinics. Through BAPS
blood donation efforts,
more than 5.9 million cc of
blood have been donated
since 1981, and 980,200 cc
of blood have been donated
in just the last 8 days during
the month-long blood donation campaign at
Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Nagar.

City-State

ance. * Led more than
11,000 volunteers to render
service at various levels.
*
For the maintenance of visitors’ health at
the Pramukh Swami
Maharaj Nagar, BAPS volunteers have:
o
Created a dustfree environment by paving
over 1 crore blocks in 200
acres of land within the
Nagar.
o
Set up reverse osmosis filtered water stations
throughout the site.
o
Set up 24 free
health clinics and 6 mobile
clinics.
o
Set up health facilities staffed by over 450
volunteer physicians and
medical staff members.
o
Ensured the provision of immediate medical
services through three
emergency numbers.
o
Screened, guided
and treated an average of
more than 1,500 patients
per day. Set up a continuous
sanitation department with
10 swamis overlooking
2,150 volunteers.

CMYK

It needs to be mentioned that as pre-primary
schooling was not regulated
by the state, no age limit criterion was adhered to while
granting admission to students in nursery and junior
kindergarten. There are innumerable instances where
students as young as two
and a half years were admitted to nursery school; this
too will finally be regularized.
Many parents are, however, finding it tought to accept this rule. Earlier this
month, the Gujarat high
court dismissed a petition
filed by Vadodara based parents, who were seeking issuance of directions to a private school to admit their
child to Class 1 in 2023. The
school cited the new minimum age criterion to deny
admission to the child to
Class 1 in the next academic
year. The parents complained that when the child
was admitted to the pre-pri-

mary section, they were
promised that the child
would be given admission
to the primary section in
2023. In Ahmedabad, three
to five parents knock on the
doors of the DEO office daily,
hoping for some relief, but

to noavail. Recently, a parent
approached the DEO office,
seeking exemption for his
child born on June 3, 2017,
as he falls short of meeting
the age criteria by just two
days. However, the parent
had to return disappointed.

Six-year-old boy suffers burns in
freak accident
Surat : In a freak accident, a six year-old boy suffered burn injuires when he was playing in the verandah on Friday.
A plastic strip that he had been playing with
touched a high voltage electricity cable near the
apartment’s gallery leading Chandan Barwal, a resident
of Radhe Radhe Society, to suffer burns on his face and
hand.
The three-storeyed building is located in the Sachin
GIDC area. The child was admitted to a private hospital where his condition is stable. Investigation revealed
that the plastic strip that the boy was playing with flew
off his hand and fell on the high-voltage cable around
20 feet away from the apartment’s gallery. “The sudden contact made the plastic strip burst and the burning particles fell on the boy and he suffered minor injuries,” said the police. The boy’s father, a labourer, was
not at home while the mother was cooking inside their
home.

3 months since flight got
cancelled, but no refund yet
Ahmedabad : Lured by
an advertisement of VietJet
flight, Ahmedabad-based
advocate, Amal Dave, and
his wife, booked a flight
ticket in July for a trip to Vietnam for his Diwali holidays.
He was scheduled to fly by

a VietJet flight to Hanoi, Vietnam on October 21 this year
from Mumbai. But in an apathetic turn of events on part
of the airline, Dave’s flight
was cancelled due to operational reasons.
“I received the email

Two women cops injured after stray
cow hits their two-wheeler
Rajkot : Mayor Pradeep
Dav’s diktat to impound all
the stray cattle from city
roads seems to be ringing
hollow.
On Friday, two women
cops suffered severe injuries
after their two-wheeler hit a
cow that had gone berserk
and suddenly strayed on the
road.
The incident happened
in the Mavdi area when the
cops Puja Sadadiya (21), a
Lok Rakshak, and constable
Gayatri Devmurari (22) were
returning from the morning
parade. Both had a bad fall

on the road after hitting the
cow and they were shifted
to the civil hospital. One of
the cops suffered a broken
tooth and both had severe
injuries in the head and legs.
Their condition is, however,
said to be stable. The Rajkot
Municipal Corporation
(RMC)’s animal control team
has been working day and
night to impound stray
cattle but the menace continues to threaten the lives
of citizens. Last week, a man
and his daughter were
gored by a stray cow in the
Bhaumeshwar area.

from the flight booking
aggregator, EaseMyTrip that
the flight has been cancelled on September 6.
Since the airline had cancelled the booking by themselves, I was entitled for a
refund of Rs 33,677. However, despite a slew of follow
ups both with EaseMyTrip
and the airline, I am yet to
get a refund of my fare or
even a credit note,” said
Dave.
A distressed Dave also
lodged a complaint before
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) as well
as the public grievance department of the ministry of
civil aviation, earlier this
week.
An email query sent to.
VietJet went unanswered.
Dave alleged that the airline,
in its advertiesement
opened bookings for a daily
flight but the flight was actually operational for four
days a week and as a result,
the flight was cancelled.
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Two-time coup leader Sitiveni
Rabuka elected Fiji's new PM

Suva, Dec 24 (IANS)
Sitiveni Rabuka, a former
military strongman who led
two coups in 1987, was on
Saturday elected as Prime
Minister of Fiji's new coalition government which will
govern for the next four
years.According to the Fiji
Broadcasting Corporation,
the 74-year-old Rabuka,
alsoleader of the People's
Alliance (PA) party, received
28 votes during the first sitting of Parliament earlier in
the day while the FijiFirst
party (FFP) leader and incumbent Prime Minister
Voreqe
Bainimarama
gained 27 votes, reports
Xinhua news agency.
Meanwhile, Tui Cakau
Ratu Naiqama Lalabalavu
has been elected the new
Parliament Speaker.
In this year's general
elections, which were held
on December 14, the FFP
gained 26 seats, the PA won
21 seats, its partner National
Federation Party (NFP) secured five seats and the the
Social Democratic Liberal
Party (SODELPA) captured
three seats.Under Fiji's elec-

toral system, a party can
form a government if it wins
28 seats or more in the 55member Parliament.
The FFP had been in
power since 2014, but this
time the party failed to secure the majority.
The PA and the NFP have
already formed a pre-election coalition.
The SODELPA decided
on Friday to partner with the
PA and the NFP to form a
coalition government,
which now has 29 seats in
parliament.
Rabuka had led two
coups in 1987 as head of the
military and then became
Prime Minister in 1992 before being removed at the
polls in 1999. joined to form
the coalition government to
dislodge long-time Prime
Minister Bainimarama.
The Pacific island nation,
with a population of
900,000, had a history of
military coups before constitutional reform in 2013
removed a race-based voting system that favoured Indigenous Fijians over a large
Indian ethnic group.

Israeli police kill assailant after
car-ramming attack: Report
Jerusalem, Dec 24 (IANS) Israeli police killed an
assailant who allegedly rammed a car into them in
the Israeli town of Kfar Qassem on Friday, local media reported.
Naim Badir, a resident of Kafr Kassem in his 20s,
called the emergency hotline for the police in the
middle of the night, reporting a Molotov cocktail
attack at a car. Upon the police officers' arrival, Badir
drove in reverse in an attempt to run them over,
lightly injuring three of them. He also shot and threw
Molotov cocktails at police officers as he went along,
Xinhua news agency reported, citing a report by the
Jerusalem Post.After the attack, Israeli police
searched for more suspects and found weapons and
Molotov cocktails in the building where Badir had
stayed, according to the report.

Hundreds of flights cancelled in
US due to snowstorms

TV host Jonnie Irwin, 49, (pictured) was diagnosed with terminal cancer in 2020 and will be celebrating
what could be his last festive season with wife Jess and their three children, Rex (three, top left of the main
image) and two-year-old twins Rafa and Cormac. He said: 'I've been told I've got months to live. We're hurtling
towards where we don't want to be,' he says, without actually using the word, 'death'. Jonnie, 49, host of BBC
One's Escape To The Country and long-time presenter of Channel 4's A Place In The Sun, is imperturbably
upbeat; so doggedly determined to wring every drop of joy and productivity out of the life which is ebbing,
almost visibly, from him, you'd never think this is likely to be his last Christmas. His wife said: ‘It scares me, the
sadness coming my way. Everyone says, 'You'll manage. You'll be surprised.' I've never had dark thoughts for
myself but I wonder now: 'How will I cope with the sadness?' I know I'll have to, for the boys. I'll have to put a
smile on my face. But it worries me, the great grief that will hit me.'

S.Korea's National Assembly passes Islamabad suicide bomber 'looked
2023 budget, cuts corporate tax
like an Afghan' with long hair

Seoul, Dec 24 (IANS)
South Korea's National Assembly on Saturday passed
the 638.7 trillion won ($497
billion) of government budget for 2023 as well as bills
to cut corporate tax rate and
delay financial investment
income tax amid signs of
economic slowdown.
The ruling People Power
Party (PPP) and the main opposition Democratic Party
(DP) approved the Yoon
Suk-yeol administration's
first budget, 22 days after its
legal deadline of December
2, reports Yonhap News
Agency.
The bill passed 251-4,
with 18 abstentions, in an
assembly where the DP
holds a majority of 169 out
of 300 seats.
The final package was
down 314.2 billion won
from the government proposal of 639.4 trillion won.
It marks the first time in
three years that the budget
was decreased by the
parliament.Next year's bud-

get includes 352.5 billion
won for issuing local currency in a program championed by DP leader Lee Jaemyung, which was not included in the government's
initial proposal.
The budget for the police bureau at the Ministry of
Interior and Safety and the

personnel information management team at the Ministry of Justice was cut by half
from 510 million won, one of
major sticking issues between the rival parties.
The plenary session approved an amendment on
cutting the corporate tax
rate by 1 percentage point

in each of the four tax brackets, which would bring the
highest tax rate of 25 per
cent down to 24 per cent.
When implemented, the
upper cap of the corporate
tax bracket will be lowered
for the first time since 2017.
Rival parties also passed
another amendment to
postpone imposing
taxes on income of
more than 50 million
won from investments in stocks,
bonds and other financial products by
two years to January
2025.
Until then, capital
gains taxes will continue to apply only to
major shareholders with
shares worth at least 1 billion won per type of
stock.The tax law amendments came as the government is seeking ways to
boost corporate investment
and the stock market amid
signs of economic slowdown.

Islamabad, Dec 24 (IANS)
The suicide bomber who
detonated explosives during a "surprise" check in
Islamabad, "looked like an
Afghan" with long hair and
was sitting in the back seat
of a cab, according to the FIR
registered in connection to
the attack.
The FIR registered at the
Counter Terrorism Department (CDT) police station in
Islamabad was based on a
statement given by Constable Muhammad Hanif of
the Eagle Squad, who was
deployed on the road on Friday for surprise snap checking to prevent rising incidents of snatching, Samaa
News reported.
Hanif said that the
squad included Head Constable Adeel Hussain and
Head
Constable

Muhammad Yousaf and
Constable Bilal Ahmed and
ASI Raza Hasan and his
driver in a police van.
The police included sections relating to murder, attempted murder and facilitation of murder along with
anti-terrorism sections in
the FIR.Constable Hanif in
the FIR stated that they had
set up a surprise check post
on the heavily frequented
service road when they
hailed a yellow cab.
The yellow cabs are fairly
common in the federal capital.
Hanif said that he was
holding a rifle and was stationed a little distance from
the road providing security
to the other officers, Samaa
News reported.
He said that when the
cab approached, Hassan

motioned it to stop and approached the vehicle to ask
for the identification documents of the car's driver and
that of the car.
As he was checking the
documents, he saw a longhaired passenger sitting in
the back seat who looked
like an Afghan national.
Hassan called out to
Head Constable Yousaf and
Constable Ahmed to search
the passenger. As the two
officials moved to check the
passenger he detonated
the explosives, Samaa News
reported.
The blast, Hanif said, was
so severe that it severely
damaged the nearby
houses and parked cars.
The blast also severely
injured Head Constable
Hassan while it killed the
occupants of the vehicle.

California population shrinks
for third straight year
Los Angeles, Dec 24
(IANS) The US Census
Bureau's latest statistics
showed that California's
population fell this year to
39,029,000, marking the
third straight year that the
Golden State had reported
a loss.
Compared to other
states, California, which is
still the most populous state
in the country, had the 10th
largest percentage decline
of 0.3 per cent, or a drop of
114,000 residents, Xinhua
news agency reported, citing the figures released on
Thursday.The biggest drop

was in New York with 0.9 per
cent, with a decrease of
180,341 residents. Net domestic migration (-299,557)
was the largest contributing
component to the state's
population decline.Illinois
(0.8 per cent), Louisiana (0.8
per cent), West Virginia (0.6
per cent) and Hawaii (0.5 per
cent) were among the states
with the largest percentage
decline of population.
With an increase of
470,708 people since July
2021, Texas was the largestgaining state in the nation,
reaching a total population
of 30,029,572. Crossing the

30-million-population
threshold this past year,
Texas joins California as the
only states with a resident
population above 30
million.Florida was the fastest-growing state in 2022,
with an annual population
increase of 1.9 per cent, resulting in a total resident
population of 22,244,823.
Other states with the
largest percentage increases during the year
were Idaho at 1.8 per cent;
South Carolina at 1.7 per
cent; and South Dakota and
Montana, at 1.5 per cent respectively. --IANS

'Efforts to build safety zone around
Zaporizhzhia NPP making headway'
The 33-year-old gorilla has been stuck at the controversial Pata Zoo in Thailand for more 30 years. Despite an international campaign to save Bua Noi, the
only gorilla in the country, authorities do not seem to have made any steps
towards helping it. The animal's owner said in October he will only allow Bua
Noi to be released if he is paid up to £700,000. Environment Minister Varawut
Silpa-archa said Bua Noi should be moved to a sanctuary.

Sikhs in US Marines can now
keep beard, wear turban
New York, Dec 24 (IANS)
In a historic move forward, a
federal appeals court has
ruled that Sikhs recruits in
the US Marine Corps can
keep a beard and wear turbans.
Judges from the District
of Columbia's federal appeals court on Friday cited
the Apresent Corps' boot
camp rule of
cutting hair
and shaving
beards as a
violation of
the
Religious Freedom Restoration Act
(RFRA).
The ruling came after
three Sikh Marine Corps recruits -- Aekash Singh,
Jaskirat Singh and Milaap
Singh Chahal -- fought for
an emergency appeal in District of Columbia's federal
court to get an immediate
exemption to the Corps'
boot camp rule.
"Now, three Sikh recruits,
who had previously been
denied religious accommodations, can enter basic
training," Eric Baxter, senior
counsel who represented
the Sikh trio, tweeted.In Sikh

faith, men wear turban and
they do not shave off their
beards or cut hair.
The Marine Corps previously denied all these requests, due to which the trio
for years have remained
poolees -- an individual who
has already signed up to become a Marine but has not
yet left for the recruit training at boot
camp.
Fur ther,
the Marine
Corps argued that allowing Sikhs
to wear religious beards
would disrupt troop uniformity and
appearance among the recruits, ultimately threatening national security.
This despite other
branches of the US military
-- the US Army, Navy, Air
Force and Coast Guard -- already accommodating the
religious requirements of
Sikhism.Writing for the
court, Judge Millett stated
that the Sikh recruits "not
only have a substantial likelihood of success on the
merits, it is difficult to imagine them losing.
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Measles cases in
South Africa rise
to 227
Johannesburg, Dec 24
(IANS) The National Institute
for Communicable Diseases
(NICD) of South Africa has
said that measles cases in
the country had risen to 227
as of December 17.
The NICD said in a statement on Friday that measles
has been confirmed in
Limpopo, Mpumalanga,
North West, Gauteng, and
Free State provinces, Xinhua
news agency reported.
Blood and throat swabs
submitted to the NICD for
measles serology and polymerase chain reaction testing show that measles cases
are increasing, and those
with measles are aged between two months and 42
years, the institute said.
Health departments in
the respective provinces
have started with or are
planning immunization
campaigns to combat
measles.
Signs and symptoms include fever, rash, cough, red
eyes and runny nose, said
the NICD, warning that
measles complications are
severe in malnourished children and infants under two
years of age.

Vienna, Dec 24 (IANS)
Diplomatic efforts to establish a nuclear safety and security zone around the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power
plant (NPP) in Ukraine are
"making headway", Rafael
Mariano Grossi, director
general of the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), has said.
The aim is to "agree and
implement the muchneeded measure soon", he
said in a statement on Friday
- a day after he met and consulted with senior Russian
officials on the matter in
Moscow, Xinhua news
agency reported.
Grossi said consultations with both Russia and
Ukraine would continue in
the near future to achieve

the goal.
"It's key that the zone
focuses solely on preventing a nuclear accident. I am
continuing my efforts towards this goal with a sense
of utmost urgency," he said.
The Zaporizhzhia plant,
one of Europe's largest
nuclear power plants, has
been controlled by Russian
forces since early March.
Ukraine and Russia have
traded accusations of strikes
on the facility, the latest of
which happened in late November.
According to Grossi's
statement on Friday, although the Zaporizhzhia
plant "has been relatively
quiet" in recent weeks, "the
clear sound of military activity can still be heard in the

vicinity of the facility, underlining persistent nuclear
safety and security risks."
"The situation remains
extremely precarious and
potentially dangerous, and
the protection zone remains
urgently needed," Grossi
said.

San Francisco, Dec 24 (IANS) Hundreds of flights
were cancelled in major airports in the US Pacific
Northwest due to icing and snowstorms.
By 8 a.m. Friday local time, Seattle, the largest city
in the northwestern US state of Washington, had
cancelled 449 flights with 39 per cent of flights leaving the city and 40 per cent of flights coming in,
Xinhua news agency reported.
Portland of Oregon had cancelled 202, or 46 per
cent of flights leaving and 41 per cent of flights coming in.
A total of 51 flights were cancelled at San Francisco Airport, the largest airport in California's Bay
Area. Another 79 flights had been delayed.
Thousands of flights across the US have been
cancelled on Friday, snarling holiday travel, as
weather conditions worsen ahead of a combination
of snowstorms and freezing temperatures set to
sweep across two-thirds of the country this weekend.

Japan logs highest single-day
Covid deaths amid 8th wave
Tokyo, Dec 24 (IANS) As Japan is grappling with
an ongoing eighth wave of the Covid-19 pandemic,
the country registered 371 deaths due to the virus,
the highest single-day tally since the outbreak began in early 2020, health authorities said.
The previous high of 347 Covid-19 deaths was
reported on September 2 during the seventh wave,
Xinhua news agency quoted the Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare as saying.
The new figure has pushed op the overall death
toll to 54,680 as of Saturday morning.
Among prefectures, Kanagawa on Friday reported the highest number of deaths with 28, followed by Hokkaido with 25, Tokyo with 24, and
Osaka with 19.

Public gatherings banned for 2
weeks in Islamabad after
suicide attack
Islamabad, Dec 24 (IANS) The District Magistrate
of Islamabad said that all public gatherings and
meetings will be banned for two weeks in the Pakistani capital in the wake of the suicide attack that
left two people dead and eight others injured.
In a notification late Friday, Irfan Nawaz Memon
as well as the deputy commissioner of Islamabad,
said that in the light of recent advisories and threat
alerts issued by the law enforcement agencies, and
the attack on police, all kinds of corner meetings,
gatherings and congregations in Islamabad will be
prohibited for two weeks, reports Xinhua news
agency.He said the security of the capital has been
beefed up to obviate the threats which can disrupt
peace and tranquility causing damage to life and
property, but the likelihood of such activities cannot be ruled out in the coming days.

US House passes $1.7 trillion govt
funding package
Washington, Dec 24 (IANS) The US House of Representatives passed a massive package worth $1.7
trillion to fund the federal government.
The House passed the omnibus bill late Friday
after it cleared the Senate on the previous, reports
Xinhua news agency,It is now being sent to the
White House.
President Joe Biden has already signed the shortterm funding bill into law to avert a partial government shutdown ahead of the midnight
deadline.President Joe Biden has already signed the
short-term funding bill into law to avert a partial
government shutdown ahead of the midnight deadline.
The one-week continuing resolution has given
more time for the spending bill, which runs more
than 4,000 pages, to be processed for Biden's
signature.The massive spending legislation for fiscal year 2023 includes $772.5 billion for non-defence,
domestic programs, and $858 billion in defence
funding, a nearly 10 per cent boost over the previous year.It also provides about $45 billion in emergency funding for Ukraine amid its ongoing war with
Russia.

Iraqi, Italian PMs discuss
ties, cooperation
Baghdad, Dec 24 (IANS)
Iraqi Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia' al-Sudani
has met with his visiting
Italian counterpart Giorgia
Meloni, during which they
discussed bilateral ties and
cooperation in the fields of
agriculture, water, health
and trade.
Meloni has said that her
official visit to Iraq marks
the beginning of distinguished relations between
the
Iraqi and Italian
peoples, and "a strong Iraq
is a condition for prosperity
and stability in the Middle
East", Xinhua news agency
reported, citing a statement
released by the Iraqi Prime

Minister's media office.In a
joint press conference after
the meeting, al-Sudani said
that Italy plays "a positive
role" and shows "clear support for Iraq in international
forums, especially in the
war against the Islamic
State (IS) group through
Italy's leadership of the
NATO mission in Iraq".
Meloni told reporters
that Iraq is an important
country that has achieved
important
steps
in
stabilising its security,
stressing that "Italy has always been in the first line of
support for Iraq, and we are
doing this work within the
framework of the coalition
against IS militants".
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Revellers donned festive gear including Christmas jumpers, Santa hats, a
Grinch outfit and Christmas suits as the night got underway in Leeds, Nottingham
and London. Meanwhile, heavy rain in Newcastle did not deter crowds from heading out to the city's famous bars and clubs this evening. Soho beer gardens and
Borough Market in London are packed with crowds, while streets in Leeds are
filled with partygoers. Rail and highway strikes have caused travel chaos across
the country as people tried to get home, and squeeze in another night out, before Christmas Day on Sunday. Despite the disruption, British cities have filled
up with partygoers hitting the town for another festive night.

Sport

CMYK

6

AHMEDABAD SUNDAY 25/12/2022

FIBA Players' Commission
discusses relocation of Paris
2024 basketball venue in Lille

Jammu all-rounder Vivrant
Sharma strikes big in IPL
auction
Jammu, Dec 24 (IANS) After Parvez Rasool,
Abdul Samad and seam sensation Umran Malik,
Jammu all-rounder Vivrant Sharma (23) on Friday
became the latest cricketer from J&K to join the Indian Premier League after he was picked by
Sunrisers Hyderabad for a whopping Rs 2.6 crore
at the mini-auction held on Friday.
After making his first class debut in 2021,
Sharma has represented the UT in nine T20 matches
so far, scoring 191 runs at 23.87 with a highest of
63, besides scalping six wickets with an economy
rate of 5.73 with best figures of 4/13. In 14 List A
matches, Sharma has scored 519 runs at 39.92 with
a highest score of 154 not out. He also has eight
wickets against his name with best figures of 4/22.
An atmosphere of celebration was witnessed in
Jammu after SRH won the bid to rope in Sharma,
with congratulatory messages pouring in on social
media.

Roland Butcher appointed as
new selector in panel for West
Indies men's teams

There was no great pressure from City to kickstart his spell at the club. The main men were fit and Phillips
was afforded a cameo on the opening weekend at West Ham, not making the bench for the next victory against
Bournemouth because of a ‘niggle’. And so it began. City went to Barcelona for a charity friendly in mid-August and the Nou Camp appeared to be the root of the 27-year-old’s problems. He suffered a dislocated shoulder, but City believed it could be managed carefully and were not worried. With rest, and lack of contact, it
would heal. The priority was to have Phillips back for when the schedule became hectic. He dipped his toe in
with a couple of Champions League appearances, only for disaster to strike in training. Phillips dislocated the
same shoulder. Surgery was the only option and it became a race to make Gareth Southgate’s World Cup
squad. He had played just 54 minutes of competitive football this season ahead of that announcement. Fast
forward a few weeks and Phillips — who knuckled down to reach Qatar, eventually playing just 40 minutes —
arrived back at City ‘overweight’, in Guardiola’s words.

New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS) Cricket West Indies
(CWI) announced the appointment of Roland
Butcher as the new selector to the West Indies Men's
senior and youth selection panels. He will work
alongside lead selector Desmond Haynes at the
senior level and with Robert Haynes in the youth
panel.
The third member of both panels is the respective Head Coach, where Andre Coley is a member
at the senior men's level, having filled the position
once Phil Simmons resigned. Butcher's appointment, according to CWI, was confirmed during a
meeting of the Board of Directors on December 19.
"It is a great honour and a privilege, to be given
the opportunity to serve West Indies Cricket. I'm
eager to get started to work alongside the other
members of the selection panels as we look to ensure the growth and improvement in West Indies
cricket at all levels," said Butcher in his new role.

Ben Stokes can replace M.S. Dhoni Football: World
as captain at CSK, says Scott Styris Cup winner Angel
Kochi, Dec 24 (IANS)
Former New Zealand cricketer Scott Styris sees the
Chennai Super Kings' decision to buy England Test
skipper and allrounder Ben
Stokes in the Mini-Auction
for the 2023 edition of the
Indian Premier League (IPL)
as an attempt to find a successor to skipper MS Dhoni.

Don't get involved in overseas
leagues, BCCI tells franchises
ahead of IPL auction: Report
Kochi, Dec 24 (IANS) The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) is unhappy with some Indian
Premier League (IPL) franchises owning teams in
foreign T20 leagues and playing in overseas leagues
with common players.
Three IPL franchises -- Mumbai Indians, Kolkata
Knight Riders and Delhi Capitals -- own teams in
the International League T20 (ILT20) in the United
Arab Emirates while six teams -- Chennai Super
Kings, Mumbai Indians, SunRisers Hyderabad,
Lucknow Super Giants, Delhi Capitals and Rajasthan
Royals - are involved in the upcoming league in
South Africa (SA20). Besides, Kolkata Knight Riders
and Punjab Kings own teams in Caribbean Premier
League (CPL).
Though the BCCI understands the franchises
have picked teams in overseas leagues to look after their "business interests", it said it would not like
them to make more such moves because it would
have an impact on the IPL's resources.

Dhoni, who had relinquished captaincy in the
2022 edition but was forced
to take back the reins as the
team fared miserably under
Ravindra Jadeja, will probably be leading the CSK for
the last time this season as
he wants to bid farewell in
front of home fans at
Chennai.
With the 41-year-old

four-time IPL-winning skipper set to retire for the final
time soon, CSK are desperately looking for someone
to take charge of the team
and Styris believes Stokes is
that man.
In his comments during
a post-auction programme
on Jio Cinema, Styris suggested that Dhoni would
straight away
pass on the captaincy to Stokes.
"I think so, I
think he will be
captain. We have
seen MS Dhoni
try and pass the
captaincy on, he
has not been
playing cricket
regularly in between the IPL.
It's just an opportunity for
MS Dhoni to pass the baton.
I think yes, they will do it
straight away. Ben Stokes
will be captain," Styris said.
Stokes is one of the most
sought-after all-rounders in
world cricket. He has captaincy experience and has
played in IPL for different
teams.

Di Maria to
reconsider
Argentina
retirement

Buenos Aires, Dec 24
(IANS) Angel di Maria could
extend his international career after playing a key role
in Argentina's dramatic penalty shootout victory over
France in the FIFA World Cup
final, according to local media reports.
The
34-year-old
Juventus winger had previously announced he would
retire after football's showpiece event in Qatar but his
performances throughout
the tournament have
prompted him to reconsider
the decision, TyC Sports said
on Friday.
Di Maria, who has been
capped 129 times for the
Albiceleste since his international debut in 2008,
struggled for fitness in the
latter stages of the 2022
World Cup after suffering a
thigh strain during the
group stage, reports Xinhua.

Geneva (Switzerland),
Dec 24 (IANS) The Players'
Commission of the International Basketball Federation
(FIBA) held an online meeting on Friday, discussing the
relocation of the Paris 2024
basketball competitions in
Lille.
"Regarding the upcoming Olympics in France, the
Players' Commission expressed concerns about the
Group Phase of the basketball tournaments being
staged in Lille," a news release from FIBA announced.
"The Players' Commission cited worries about the
health and safety of the
players in a stadium with a
retractable roof during the
summer.
"They also expressed
concern about the distance
between Lille and Paris
since it will essentially prevent the players from having the full Olympic experi-

ence and staying in the Athletes' Village, while several
teams would also have to
miss out on attending the
Opening Ceremony," it
added.
In July 2022, the Paris
2024 Board of Directors, after talks with FIBA and the
IOC, decided Pierre-Mauroy
Stadium in Lille should hold
preliminary basketball
games. Lille is about 130
miles north of Paris.
Paris 2024 said that putting preliminary basketball
games in Lille will allow
handball players to compete in Paris. Previously, the
entire handball schedule
was slated for Lille. If basketball preliminaries are
moved out of Paris, handball preliminaries can be
held in the venue vacated
by basketball.
The IOC must still issue
final approval of the venue
plans.--IANS

BBL|12: Seasoned Australia keeper
Matthew Wade suspended for swearing

Melbourne, Dec 24
(IANS) Veteran Australia
wicketkeeper Matthew
Wade has been handed a
one-match suspension from
the ongoing Season 12 of
the Big Bash League
(BBL|12) for swearing during
a match.
Wade, who is part of the
Australia white-ball team in
the T20 World Cup at home
this season, is the captain of
Hobart Hurricanes in BBL|12
and will miss the Christmas
eve
encounter
with
Melbourne Renegades at
Melbourne.
Cricket Australia released a statement on Sat-

urday saying Wade had
been served one suspension point after incurring
three level 1 Code of Conduct breaches within the
past 18 months.
"The charges in that period relate to two instances
of the use of an audible obscenity and one instance of
abuse of cricket equipment," the statement said.
Wade's suspension has
opened up an opportunity
for former Australian captain Tim Paine to make a
comeback into the squad.
The Hurricanes brought in
Paine into the squad for the
match despite the presence

of top-order batter Ben
McDermott, who seems the
main contender to both
take the gloves and the captaincy in Wade's absence.
Paine, who has played
three Sheffield Shield
matches this summer, has
not appeared in the Big
Bash League since February
2018 and comes into the
squad, but is no certainty for
a spot in the playing XI.
Wade also copped a
one-match ban in 2014 for
breaking a window in the
changeroom after throwing
a water bottle at an esky.
Wade, who turns 35 on
Boxing Day and has been
squeezed out of the Australia
Test and ODI sides, recently said that he would
understand that coach Andrew McDonald and selector George Bailey would like
to drop him from the T20I
squad, of which he has been
an integral part for the last
few years, and bring in Josh
Inglis ahead of him for the
next set of T20I matches.
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YouTube Music testing live
lyrics with newer Casting UI
San Francisco, Dec 24
(IANS) Google-owned music
streaming
platform
YouTube Music is reportedly
testing 'live lyrics' feature
with a tweaked Casting user
interface (UI).
Some users have already
received the new feature,
reports 9To5Google.
A Reddit user noticed a
new UI while casting
YouTube Music from an An-

droid
phone
to
a
Chromecast Ultra,
Instead of album artwork, song name and artist
being centred on the screen,
they were on the right with
left-aligned text.
"This makes way for live
lyrics that scroll with the current verse highlighted in
white. The background remains a blurred version of
the artwork," the report

said.As the song ends, users
would see a "list of credited
songwriters".
Last week, it was reported that YouTube Music
might soon allow users the
ability to create a custom
radio.Currently, it allows users to customise their current queue by familiarity,
genre, mood, energy level,
and more directly from the
Now Playing screen.

Users report Google Calendar
bug creating random events
San Francisco, Dec 24
(IANS) Tech giant Google's
time-management and
scheduling calendar service
'Google Calendar' is reportedly creating random
events based on emails and
newsletters from Gmail.
There is no clear pattern
of this bug, but it does seem
that emails with dates mentioned might be the trigger,
reports 9To5Google.
A common event noted
by several users is a "U.S. Financial Privacy Notice"
which displays as an all-day
calendar event as well as a
reminder notification on

Android smartphones with
the same title.
Additionally, newsletters
also appear to be triggering
these events.
Taking to Twitter, several

users reported the issue.
While one user said, "My
@googlecalendar
has
started creating random
events based on emails I've

gotten a only it's just like,
random marketing content
and newsletters", another
commented, "Random
bug(?) in @googlecalendar.
A bunch of random emails
are showing up as events in
my calendar."
The exact cause is still
not clear, but users might fix
this by heading into Google
Calendar settings under Settings > Events from Gmail.
This should stop the events
from being created when
turning off the checkbox for
'Automatically add events
from Gmail to my calendar,'
the report said.--IANS

Software company IceWarp to double
employee strength in India next year
Mumbai, Dec 24 (IANS)
Software company IceWarp
on Friday announced that it
intends to double employee
strength by the end of 2023
in India.Currently, the
company’s India team has a
strength of 100 members.
The company also announced the inauguration
of a new office in Mumbai to
accommodate its growing
team.The company said that
the larger office setup will
allow the IceWarp India
team to accommodate new
resources from all departments, planned to hire in
order to address the grow-

ing business requirements.
“We believe that our
office’s expansion in
Mumbai will reinforce our
commitment towards the
region as we look forward to
providing seamlessly collaborated Enterprise Email
and Collaboration solutions
to organisations of all sizes,”
Pramod Sharda, CEO,
IceWarp India, and Middle
East said in a statement.
With a solid presence
across 50 countries, IceWarp
offers an affordable,
seamlessly integrated, and
easy-to-use communications solution to businesses

and provides a true alternative to Microsoft 365 and
Google Workspace.
“This new office expands IceWarp’s foothold at
the heart of the business
hub of the country and will
thus, allow it to strengthen
its position in the country
and exponentially grow its
vision,” it said.The company
also mentioned that it is
keen on partnering with
equally motivated and
driven professionals from
various fields like marketing,
sales, operations, CRM, and
support to grow with the
brand.
—

Google's Pixel phone plans
for next 3 years leaked

San Francisco, Dec 24
(IANS) Tech giant Google's
plans for its Pixel
smartphone lineup for 2023
to 2025 have been leaked.
"An anonymous but
trustworthy source" revealed the major shifts the
tech giant is going to take
with its Pixel series in 2023,
2024 and 2025, reports Android Authority.
The source claimed that
while some aspects of the
plan are known, others are
still up in the air.
For 2023, the source
confirmed that two Pixel
phones codenamed 'lynx'
and 'felix' will launch around
the company's annual developer conference 'Google
I/O' in April or May.
Earlier, these two
smartphones had leaked,
with 'lynx' referring to the
Pixel 7a and 'felix' to the
Pixel Fold.
Later in 2023, the tech
giant will launch two new
phones-- the Pixel 8 and
Pixel 8 Pro.The source said

that the company is considering moving away from
annual launches of A series
smartphones and instead
going for a biennial launch
(every two years).
In the fall of 2024, the
tech giant is likely to launch
its Pixel 9 series.
However, for the first
time, the series will have
three devices according to
the source.
The Pixel 9 model is expected to be like an Apple
iPhone 14, the report said.
The company is also
planning to launch a followup foldable in 2024.
Talking about 2025, the
source said that Google is
looking at several choices
for its Pixel lineup, which will
be influenced by the success or failure of its 2023 and
2024 plans.
Google is also considering the idea of launching a
flip-style
foldable
smartphone in the fall 2025,
to compete with the Galaxy
Z Flip series.--IANS

TikTok's parent ByteDance
aaccessed' data of US journalists

San Francisco, Dec 24
(IANS)
China-based
ByteDance, the parent company of short-form video
making app TikTok, allegedly accessed data of at
least two US journalists and
a "small number" of other
people connected to them.
According to internal
emails seen by The Verge,
the accessed data includes
the reporters' IP addresses,
"which were used to see if
they had been physically
near TikTok employees who
were suspected of leaking
information to the press".
The revelation came as
the US lawmakers aim to restrict TikTok over national
security concerns, including
banning it from government devices.
In October, TikTok denied that it used specific location data to track certain
US individuals, pushing
back against a Forbes report
that alleged the app was

FBI 'obviously overreached' with
regard to online censorship: Elon Musk
San Francisco, Dec 24
(IANS) Elon Musk on Saturday said he supports the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) for their work towards protecting the public,
some people from the
organisation did contact
Twitter employees to censor
content and suppress
voices.
The 'Twitter Files' earlier
alleged that top Twitter executives, including former
top FBI lawyer Jim Baker,
suppressed and censored
former US President Donald
Trump in the days before
the 2020 election, finally
deplatforming him on January 8, 2021 -- two days after
the storming of the Capitol
Hill that left five dead.
When a user asked Musk
if conservative Twitter accounts are apparently being
suspended for speaking out
against Ukrainian President
Volodymyr
Zelensky's

speech in the US and is the
FBI still working at Twitter,
he replied: "To be clear, I am
overall very much pro FBI.
The agency does a great
deal of important work protecting the public."
"That
said,
no
organisation is perfect and
part of the FBI obviously
overreached with respect to
online censorship," Musk
added.
The latest Twitter Files
claimed that the platform's
executives "were clearly liaising with federal enforcement and intelligence agencies about moderation of
election-related content".
The FBI came under
scrutiny from some who allege the law enforcement
agency ordered Twitter to
suppress the Hunter Biden
laptop story and censor
other content.
The FBI said in a response that "it is unfortu-
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nate that conspiracy theorists and others are feeding
the public misinformation
with the sole purpose of attempting to discredit the
agency".--IANS

planning on carrying out
such monitoring.
Forbes had published an
article alleging TikTok
planned to use its app "to

monitor the personal location of some specific American citizens".
It was the Forbes report
that prompted ByteDance's
investigation.
Earlier this month, the

Apple provides solution
for HomeKit issues
San Francisco, Dec 24
(IANS) Apple has published
a support document to help
users who are having issues
with the HomeKit.
The page mentioned
what to do if users can't access a home or accept an
invitation in the Home application.
According to the iPhone
maker, users need to open
the Home app and tap the

Apple chip-making error led to
less impressive iPhone 14 Pro
San Francisco, Dec 24
(IANS) Apple has reportedly
released
a
less
performative processor for
the iPhone 14 Pro as a result of a mistake in the A16
Bionic chip development,
which might be indicative
of issues within the iPhone
maker's chip team.
The A16 Bionic included
in the iPhone 14 Pro is one
of the most powerful chip
present in a smartphone,
but it could have been better, reports AppleInsider.
According to four

US state of Indiana sued
TikTok over safety and security breaches.Todd Rokita,
Indiana's attorney general,
has accused TikTok's parent
company ByteDance of violating the state's consumer
protection laws.
The state claims that the
app fails to protect young
people's privacy.
TikTok said its policies
take youth well-being into
consideration.
The social media app
has taken steps to distance
itself from ByteDance.
In June, TikTok said it
started routing US user data
through Oracle to appease
concerns that China-based
employees could access US
information.

anonymous sources, the
tech giant's chip-making
team has been going
through a lot of internal turmoil.
As a result, there is a
chance that the A16 Bionic
chip had a big change
made to it at the last point
in its development.
In October, it was reported that the performance tests of the
company's A16 Bionic GPU
had shown a less than significant improvement over
its predecessor A15.

More button to view a list of
houses on the invited user's
iPhone or iPad running iOS
or iPadOS version 16.2.
On that device, remove
homes that do not have accessories and restart the invited users' and the home
owner's devices.
The home owner will
then need to remove any
pending invitations to the
invited user, and then re-invite the user to share control
of the home.
Earlier this week, several
users had reported issues
and problems with the
Home app after the upgrade was installed on devices running iOS 16.2.
Issues reported by users
included HomeKit devices
stuck showing "updating" or
"configuring" status, devices
going missing entirely, invitations to share the Home
with other users failing,
HomeKit Secure video recording not working, and
much more.However, later,
the company had confirmed in a support page,
"We temporarily removed
the option to upgrade to the
new Home architecture.
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Gulf formulates customized
EV solutions for Altigreen

Bengaluru, Gulf Oil Lubricants India Ltd., a Hinduja
Group company, announced an exclusive partnership with Altigreen for
supply of EV Fluids like
brake and gear oils. Through
this exclusive tie-up, Gulf will
now manufacture customized EV fluids for commercial electric vehicle maker
Altigreen. This partnership
will give Altigreen direct access to the R&D capabilities
of Gulf Oil India for building
a complete portfolio of vehicle fluids optimized specifically for EV needs.
Gulf introduced its wide
range of EV fluids in September of last year, offering
specially formulated products like Gulf Formula Hybrid for EVs and hybrid vehicles, Gulf eLEC Coolant,
Gulf eLEC Driveline Fluid,
and Gulf eLEC Brake Fluid.
Sixth Sense, Xponentia
and Reliance backed startup Altigreen, is a leading
manufacturer of electric
three-wheelers with over
1,000 electric three-wheel-

ers on the road catering to
the last-mile mobility segment. The first product –
AGP Gear Oil would soon be
available at Altigreen sales
and service channels. This
and other specially formulated Gulf EV Fluids will now
power Altigreen’s Low Deck
and High Deck cargo electric vehicles. The strategic
agreement was signed between Mr. Ravi Chawla, MD
& CEO, Gulf Oil India, and Dr.
Amitabh Saran, Co-founder
& CEO, Altigreen in
Bengaluru today. Speaking
at the launch, Mr. Ravi
Chawla, MD & CEO, Gulf Oil
Lubricants India Ltd said,
“We are delighted to partner
with Altigreen. This partnership highlights commitment from both brands to
help India achieve environmental targets partly
through the progress on
electrification of vehicles by
the year 2030. With every
OEM partnership, Gulf as a
lubricant brand understands the changing demands of electric vehicles

Most painful to discover that Bhavik
Koladiya was among traitors: Ashneer
New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS)
Former BharatPe cofounder and managing director Ashneer Grover has
hit out hard at Co-founders
Shashvat Mansukhbhai
Nakrani and Bhavik Koladiya
in his book 'Doglapan', saying it was most painful for
him to discover that
Koladiya was "among the
traitors".
Koladiya this year
moved on from the fintech
company to pursue other
assignments.
"I was the only person
who believed him and led
him to attain redemption
after his unsuccessful start
in the US. I had allowed him
to do a secondary of Rs 4
crore within months of
starting BharatPe, when the
company had raised only Rs
1.9 crore," Grover wrote in
his book."Bhavik stayed in
my fully furnished house in
Malviya Nagar for two years

without paying a single
penny of rent. Madhuri gave
his wife crores as loans for
her to start her business. Did
he start feeling left out after
BharatPe became big? Or
did Suhail and Sumeet use
their drinking and smoking
sessions to slowly poison
him against me, despite his
good sense telling him not
to believe them?" Grover
further mentioned.
On Nakrani, Grover said
that he is the epitome of
"doing nothing pays the
most"."Influenced by Suhail,
the CEO who joined later, he
has not uttered a word in
any board meeting and not
a single penny by any investor was put on him. With me
becoming the sole face of
BharatPe, he probably
started feeling much
smaller, and he must have
been needled about this by
the other plotters," Grover
alleged.

and develops products that
will go a long way. Through
this collective work towards
the development of the Emobility ecosystem, Gulf is
optimistic about providing
significant solutions for the
performance and efficiency
of EVs.” Dr. Amitabh Saran,
Co-founder
&
CEO,
Altigreen, said, “Altigreen is
determined to change the
way three-wheeler electric
cargo vehicles are manufactured and experienced in
India. Our partnership with
Gulf for its extensive line of
specially formulated highend EV Fluids will provide
our customers and end-users with advanced solutions
that further improve the efficiency and driveability of
EVs. These EV fluids will provide optimum levels of lubrication ensuring increased durability of e-axle
components. We hope to
have a long partnership
with Gulf that will help accelerate the adoption of
electric three-wheelers in
India.”

FIR against Siddhi Vinayak Business Brief
Logistics for loan fraud
Twitter Blue users now get
New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS)
The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has lodged an
FIR against Siddhi Vinayak
Logistics Limited (SVLL) for
allegedly committing a
bank loan fraud of Rs 87.46
crore.
A senior CBI official said
that the probe agency received a complaint in March
2021 from Uma Shankar
Sinha, Assistant General
Manager
(AGM), Punjab National Bank (PNB) Zonal
SASTRA Centre, Mumbai
alleging that the accused
have committed a bank
loan fraud.
Sinha said that between 2013 and 2017,
Roop Chand, the director of
SVLL, sought a term loan of
Rs 100 crore to purchase of
335 vehicles.
The bank sanctioned
the loan for purchase of 335
vehicles, however, the company provided list of only
240 vehicles.
As the bank suspected

nience of long waits.
This will also serve to
ease congestion at the airports.
E-mails, calls and SMS
with flight-specific advisories will be sent to passengers on impacted flights,
giving them easy options to
minimise inc o n v e nience due
to fog-related disruptions.
C o m menting on
the initiative, Rajesh
Dogra, Chief
Customer
Experience Officer and Global Head of Airport Operations, Air India, said: "We are
pleased to launch the
FogCare initiative, a customer centric measure to
ensure the best possible experience for our customers.
This is one more step in our

Samsung Galaxy
Traders’ body demands rollout of robust ecommerce policy, formation of regulatory authority S23 series’
New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS)
Referring to the observations of Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Finance that e-commerce
companies are adopting
anti-competitive practices,
the Confederation of All India Traders has demanded
the government to immediate roll out a robust and
strong e-commerce policy,
formation of a regulatory
authority for e-commerce
and immediate release of ecommerce rules under Consumer Protection Act.
If well codified rules are
not enforced in India for ecommerce, the foreign etailers will emerge as second
edition of East India Company posing a major threat
to trade & commerce activities being conducted by
crores of small traders in the
Country, said CAIT Secretary
General
Praveen
Khandelwal while address-

ing a press conference on
Friday.
Khandelwal joined by
Kailash Lakhyani, Chairman,
All India Mobile Retailers Association (AIMRA) and
Sridhar, President, South India Organised Retailers As-

sociation (ORA) said that ecommerce trade in India is
like an orphan or unwanted
child since even being one
of the important vertical of
retail trade which is fast
growing is devoid of any
rules & regulations giving
ample advantage to foreign
e portals to make the ecommerce landscape as an

West Bengal’s students’ credit card
scheme fails to gain bankers’
confidence
Kolkata, Dec 24 (IANS)
West Bengal Student Credit
Card ( WBSCC) scheme,
launched with a lot of fanfare in June 2021, is yet to
win the confidence of the
bankers as the actual disbursement of loans have
reached just 17 per cent of
the applicants since its inception.
The State Level Bankers’
Committee (SLBC), West
Bengal, which has representatives from both the bankers operating in the state
and the state government

government, in its latest
meeting conducted on Friday, revealed that since its
inception in June last year,
different banks have received over 2,20,000 applications for loans under the
WBSCC scheme. However,
till date little less than
38,000 applicants have
been actually granted loans
under the scheme, while
21,000 applicants are waiting for the final sanction and
disbursement. The remaining applications have been
rejected.

DGCA approves Garuda
Aerospace’s Kisan drone
Chennai, Dec 24 (IANS) The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has issued the Type Certification
for the Kisan or farmer drones made by Garuda Aerospace, the company said.
Garuda Aerospace also said it has an order book of
5,000 drones. According to Garuda Aerospace, the DGC
Type Certification is provided on the basis of the quality check of the drones and is issued after a rigorous
testing process for the unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV).
The Type certification was introduced by the Indian
government in August 2021 under Drone Rules. Following the Type Certification for the GA-AG model, Garuda
Kisan Drone - priced at Rs.4.50 lakh- is now eligible for
Rs.10 lakh unsecured loan from Agri Infrastructure Fund
at five per cent and 50-100 per cent subsidy from the
Government of India.“We are powered and blessed with
strong demands of manufacturing 5,000 drones in the
next five months catering to many opportunities. With
receiving approvals we are certain that the necessary
utilization of skills with significant sector growth will
be seen,” Agnishwar Jayaprakash, Founder and CEO,
Garuda Aerospace said.

that the borrower did not
purchase remaining 95 vehicles and diverted the
funds, it appointed a chartered accountant to verify
the genuineness of the
transactions.
On internal investigation, the bank found that
out of 240 vehicles extended as primary security,

only 221 were hypothecated to PNB. One vehicle
was hypothecated to the
State Bank of India (SBI) and
in respect of 10 vehicles,
there was no charge of any
bank.
The details of remaining
eight vehicles could not be
verified due to non-pay-

ment of road taxes.It was
also revealed that some of
the vehicles hypothecated
to PNB were actually financed by Andhra Bank and
the SBI, which means that
the SVLL had availed multiple finance for the same
set of vehicles.
"SVLL dishonestly and
fraudulently disposed off
the hypothecated asset with a view to
cheat the bank.
RTO registration
of 95 vehicles were
not submitted by the
company. Either the
borrower did not
purchase 95 vehicles
or they were not registered with appropriate RTO.
The accused have
caused wrongful loss of Rs
87.46 crores and made
wrongful gain," the PNB alleged in the complaint.
The CBI said that after receiving the complaint they
have lodged a case under
relevant sections of the IPC.

Air India launches 'FogCare' initiative to minimise disruption
New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS)
Air India on Saturday
launched
the
new
"FogCare" initiative which
will take care of unforeseen
circumstances, such as delays and cancellations of
flights, due to thick fog during the winter season.
This initiative will initially
be launched for flights departing from and arriving at
Delhi's IGI Airport.
Under FogCare, Air India
will take proactive steps to
isolate the impact of fog on
flight operations, which usually takes place in the early
mornings and late evenings,
but often also cascades
throughout the day.
The carrier will reach out
to customers and give them
easy options to reschedule
or cancel their impacted
flights at no extra cost.
Passengers of impacted
flights can make the decision to not travel to the airport and avoid the inconve-

open playground for their
game of valuation and not
doing the trade.
Calling it enough, the
trade leaders declared to
form a wider forum of national organisations of different products for impressing upon the government
to immediately roll out the
long pending e-commerce
policy and Consumer Protection Rules pertaining to
e-commerce. “It is not a secret now that the foreign etailers entered India with a
single vision of earning for
themselves and vested interests of driving a silent
agenda to control & dominate both e-commerce &
retail trade of India even at
the cost of violation of rules
and the policy. A varied warfare of sabotaging the backbone of the most populous
countries of the world is the
real mandate of these companies,” they said.

signature colours
leaked
San Francisco, Dec 23
(IANS) The colours of tech
giant Samsung’s upcoming
flagship smartphone series,
Galaxy S23, have leaked
ahead of its February launch
next year.
Signature colours are the
colours in which the company
highlights
the
smartphones in its marketing and promotional material, reports SamMobile.
The Galaxy S23 Ultra’s
signature colour will be
green, while the Galaxy S23
will come in light gold or
pink gold.
Meanwhile, it was reported that the tech giant
will launch its Galaxy S23
series, on February 1, 2023, at
an Unpacked Event.
Since the outbreak of
the Covid-19 pandemic in
early 2020, this will be the
first in-person event.

journey to becoming a
world-class airline and will
significantly improve the
passenger experience during fog affected days.
"We will strive to give
our customers up to date
information on whether
their flight has been impacted by fog
and
help
them make
the
best
choice given
the circumstances. By
proactively
tackling the
issue, we will
be able to
maintain the
overall network schedule
integrity as best as possible,
and offer a better experience to all passengers, particularly those on flights unaffected by fog in Delhi, who
would otherwise have been
subjected to the cascading
effects of rolling fog delays."

An Air India spokesperson said that the airline is
also ensuring adequate
availability of aircraft, pilots,
maintenance, and cabin
crew to be able to deal with
fog-related exigencies.
With a fully trained cockpit crew, that is equipped
with the capability to operate in low visibility conditions through the CAT-III Instrument Landing System
(ILS), Air India has geared up
to minimise disruption due
to fog.Additionally, a campaign to create awareness
around the initiative will be
launched, along with a dedicated FogCare web page
that is being created on
www.airindia.com.
Passengers can find
more information, including
detailed FAQs, live information on the flight status as
well as support for rescheduling and refunds on this
page, the spokesperson
added.--IANS

Scientists reveal ‘eating just one
potato chip is impossible’ gene
Tokyo, Dec 23 (IANS) If
you are unable to control
your urge from snacking
over chips, ice creams or
chocolates, blame it on a
gene. A team of Japanese
researchers has identified
the role a gene plays in
stimulating the brain, causing people to overeat.
Recently, it became clear
that a gene called CREBRegulated Transcription
Coactivator 1 (CRTC1) is associated with obesity in
humans.When CRTC1 is deleted in mice, they become
obese, indicating that functioning CRTC1 suppresses
obesity.
However, since CRTC1 is
expressed in all neurons in
the brain, the specific neurons responsible for suppressing obesity and the
mechanism present in those
neurons remained unknown, according to the
study published in the

FASEB Journal.To understand the mechanism by
which CRTC1 suppresses
obesity, a research group led
by associate professor
Shigenobu Matsumura
from Osaka Metropolitan
University focused on neurons expressing the
melanocortin-4 receptor
(MC4R).They hypothesized
that CRTC1 expression in
MC4R-expressing neurons
suppressed obesity because
mutations in the MC4R gene
are known to cause obesity.
When fed a standard
diet, the mice without
CRTC1 in MC4R-expressing
neurons showed no
changes in body weight
compared to control mice.
However, when the CRTC1deficient mice were raised
on a high-fat diet, they overate, then became significantly more obese than the
control mice and developed
diabetes.

Indian Railways authorises Siemens, India to
maintain, manufacture 9000 HP locomotives
New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS)
Indian Railways has issued
the Letter of Award (LoA) for
Manufacturing and Maintenance of 9000 HP Electric
Freight Locomotives to Siemens, India. The estimated
value of the contract is about
Rs 26,000 crore (about 3.2 Billion USD), excluding taxes
and price variation. The Railways factory at Dahod will
manufacture 1200 high
horsepower (9000 HP) electric locomotives over a period
of 11 years. It would entail
manufacturing of 1200 locomotives and maintenance of
these locomotives for 35
years.Officials said that agreement with Siemens India will

be signed within 30 days of
issue of LoA. The proto-type
locomotives are to be delivered in the coming two years.
Dahod Unit will be fully constructed for manufacturing
these locomotives within a
period of two years. Siemens,

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

I have changed my old name
from
PAYAL NALINBHAI PAREKH
to PAYAL BHAVIN PANDYA
Add. 160-2, Nilgiri Part-2,
Vatva, Ahmedabad
B028

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
BHAGTIANI LATA
BHAGWANBHAI to
BAKHTIANI LATA
BHAGWANBHAI
Add. A/23, Shyam Pooja
Complex, Nr. HP Petrol Pump
Motera, Ahmedabad
4083

7

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
VISHVAM JAYESHBHAI
PATEL to VISHVAM JAYESH
PATEL
Add. 22/A, NUTAN SOCIETY,
BEHIND TOLAKNAGAR,
PALDI, AHMEDABAD
380007
C001

I have changed my old name
PARMAR SANGITA
NARANBHAI to new name
PARIKH SANGITA
NARANBHAI
address. 27, Mayanagar,
b/h new civil hospital
shahibag. Ahmedabad.
4096

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
GURNANI MONICA
TIRATHKUMAR to VIDHI
JITENDRA KEWALRAMANI
Add. 9, 2nd Floor, Madhuban
Flat,
Maninagar, Ahmedabad
4097

selected as technological
partner, will manufacture
these locomotives at Dahod
and maintain these locomotives at four maintenance depots -Visakhapatnam, Raipur,
Kharagpur, Pune for a period
of 35 years utilising Railway’s
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
SHAILESHBHAI
NARANNJAI PATEL to
SHAILESHKUMAR
NARANBHAI PATEL
Add. Village-Karjisan
Ghanshyam Society,
Mehsana (N.G.)
4095A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
PATEL MITTALBEN
HARSHBHAI to PATEL
MITTALBEN HARSH
Add. 163, Rahe Upavan
Society, Sanand,
Dist. Ahmedabad-382110
4095

Manpower. According to Indian Railways officials, suitable economic drivers will
ensure
complete
indigenization of the manufacturing which in turn will
lead to development of ancillary manufacturing units
making it a true aMake in India’ initiative.
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
THAKKAR ATULKUMAR
CHHOTALAL to THAKKER
ATULBHAI CHHOTALAL
Add. A-401, Shyam Shrusti
Flats, Gandhinagar-382421
4094

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
REKHABEN RATIBHAI
PATEL to SUNITABEN
DINESHBHAI PATEL
Add. Ramji Mandir,
Rasikpura, Kheda-387560
S007

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

I have changed my old name
from
SHOBHANABEN
SHAILESHBHAI PATEL to
SHOBHANABAHEN
SHAILESHKUMAR PATEL
Add. Karjisan-Village
Ghanshyam Society,
Mehsana (N.G.)
4095B

I have changed my old name
from
PATEL BHANUBEN
SNEHAL to PATEL
BHANUMATI
SNEHALKUMAR
Add. A/04, Kacchi Society,
Motipura, Himatnagar383001 Dist. Sabarkantha
S237
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'prioritised rankings in
conversations'

San Francisco, Dec 24 (IANS) Micro-blogging
platform Twitter has updated the list of features for
its Blue service, which mentioned that subscribers
paying for the $8 per month service will now get
"prioritised rankings in conversations."
According to Twitter, this feature prioritises subscribers' replies on tweets that they interact with.
Twitter CEO Elon Musk had promised this feature
in November and said that the subscribers would
get, "Priority in replies, mentions & search, which is
essential to defeat spam/scam."
Earlier this month, the micro-blogging platform
repeated this promise and said, "soon, subscribers
with the blue checkmark will get priority ranking
in search, mentions, and replies to help lower the
visibility of scams, spam and bots."
The updated page also mentioned that subscribers can now upload videos up to 60 minutes
long from around the web at 1080p resolution and
2GB in file size, but also all videos must comply with
the company's rules.Earlier, Twitter Blue subscribers were only able to upload 10-minute-long videos on the platform at 1080p resolution with a file
size limit of 512MB.

Google moves NCLAT against
CCI’s Rs 1,338 cr fine over
abusing Android market
New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) Google on Friday said
it has approached the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) to appeal the Competition
Commission of India’s (CCI) decision to penalise the
tech giant Rs 1,338 crore for abusing its dominant
position in multiple markets in the Android mobile
device ecosystem.
In a statement to IANS, Google said it has decided to appeal the CCI’s decision on Android as“we
believe it presents a major setback for our Indian
users and businesses who trust Android’s security
features, and potentially
raising the cost of mobile
devices”.
“Android has greatly
benefitted Indian users,
developers, and OEMs,
and powered India’s digital transformation. We
look forward to making our case and remain committed to our users and partners,” a Google spokesperson said.In October, the Indian anti-competition
watchdog also slapped its second penalty on
Google — this time to the tune of around $113
million (Rs 936 crore) — for abusing its dominant
position with respect to its Play Store policies.The
CCI directed Google to cease and desist from indulging in anti-competitive practices.

Xiaomi India, YouWeCan
Foundation join hands to fund
education for 200 cancer
warriors
New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) Xiaomi India on Friday announced its partnership with the YouWeCan
Foundation to contribute towards education for
200 cancer warriors as a part of its
#ShikshaHarHaath initiative.
Education has always been a facilitator of innovation and growth and with Shiksha Har Haath,
Xiaomi India aims to fulfil the dreams and aspirations of today’s youth i.e. future of tomorrow, said
the company.
“Through our partnership with YouWeCan
Foundation, we are committed to equipping and
nurturing the students to access the world of possibilities and charter a bright future for themselves,”
Muralikrishnan B., President, Xiaomi India said in a
statement.“We are optimistic that this small step
from Xiaomi India and YouWeCan foundation will
encourage and help them shape their career trajectory in a positive direction,” he added.
As part of the initiative, Xiaomi India has
launched the‘Mi Scholarship’ to support the dreams
of these cancer warriors and help them achieve
excellence in their educational journey.

Twitter Blue users can post
longer videos up to 60 mins
San Francisco, Dec 23 (IANS) Twitter on Friday
announced the long-awaited feature which its boss
Elon Musk had promised to bring to the platform
— that subscribers can now upload videos up to
60 minutes long from around the web at 1080p
resolution and 2GB in file size.
Twitter updated its Blue Page in which it shared
the information, also it shared that all videos must
comply with the company’s rules.Earlier, Twitter
Blue subscribers were able to upload 10-minutelong videos on the platform at 1080p resolution
with a file size limit of 512MB.However, the company mentioned that iOS and Android users can
upload videos up to 10 minutes long, just like it was
before.Those who are not Twitter Blue subscribers
can still upload videos up to 4 minutes in length on
any platform.The micro-blogging platform said that
it will consider modifying the quality of the video
for distribution.

Molnupiravir doesn’t lower
deaths or hospital admission
among vaccinated: Lancet
New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) A Lancet study has
found that antiviral molnupiranir (taken as an
800mg dose twice daily for five days) does not decrease deaths or hospital admissions among patients with Covid-19 infection who are vaccinated
and at higher risk of mortality.
However, patients taking molnupiravir at home
recovered more quickly (on average 4.2 days
quicker) compared to
the control group.
Previous studies
among unvaccinated
patients suggested that
molnupiravir could help
prevent hospital admission, but this study provides new evidence that
policymakers should consider when formulating
winter Covid-19 strategies.“Although this trial found
no benefit from molnupiravir treatment on its primary outcome, it suggests that this treatment could
have other benefits when being used to treat Covid19, such as a faster recovery time and reduced follow up with health services,” said lead author Professor Chris Butler from University of Oxford in the
UK.However, studies have so far been conducted
in largely unvaccinated populations and prior to the
emergence of the Omicron variant.
This new trial was carried out in a majority vaccinated population where most Covid-19 infections
were the Omicron variant and is therefore more
applicable to the present situation in the UK.
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5 yrs RI to ex-Dena Bank branch
manager in bribery case
New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS) A Special CBI court in
Ahmedabad has awarded five years rigorous imprisonment to U.B. Makwana, the then Branch Manager,
Dena Bank, Chandkheda in connection with a bribery case, officials said.
The court while awarding him jail term also imposed a fine of Rs 50,000 on him for committing the
offence.The CBI registered this case on July 17, 2002
against Makwana, on the allegations of demanding
illegal gratification of Rs 30,000 from a man.It was
alleged by the victim that the accused demanded
the bribe for showing favour in settleent of outstanding loan.
The CBI laid a trap and caught the accused red
handed while demanding and accepting bribe of
Rs 20,000.After investigation, a chargesheet was filed
against the accused.
The trial court found the accused guilty and convicted him.

Sonia, Priyanka join Rahul for
Bharat Jodo Yatra in Delhi
New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS) Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra joined Rahul
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Yatra in the national capital
on Saturday.They were accompanied by Priyanka's
husband Robert Vadra.
As the foot-march entered the national capital
in the morning, former Congress president Rahul
Gandhi launched a scathing attack on the BJP and
RSS, saying they believe in "spreading hatred" but
the common people want "harmony"."The policies
of the BJP and RSS are to spread fear and hatred, we
will not allow it. Am selling love in the market of
hatred," he said.The yatra, which entered the
Badarpur border early this morning, will reach
Ashram around 10.30 a.m.

School principal arrested for
sexually harassing girl in K'taka
Yadgir (Karnataka), Dec 24 (IANS) Karnataka police have arrested the principal of a government residential school for sexually harassing a girl student
in Yadgir district of the state, police said on
Saturday.The arrested person is identified as
Galeppa Poojari, Principal (Administration) of Morarji
Desai Residential School. Based on the complaint,
Yadgir Woman's police station cops have arrested
him.According to police, the accused spoke vulgarly
with the student over a phone call and also sexually
harassed her. After the incident came to light, Officer Raghavendra had reached the school and conducted an inquiry.The inquiry has confirmed the
sexual harassment by the accused and a report in
this regard has been submitted to the District Commissioner. Based on the report, the DC has suspended the principal.The DC has also directed the
CEO of Karnataka Residential Education Institutions
Association to take suitable action against the accused. Further investigation is underway.

The Union Minister for Information & Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports,
Shri Anurag Singh Thakur presented certificates to winners at the sports day
celebration of Modern School, Barakhamba, in New Delhi on December 24, 2022.

Teachers' scam: CBI seals records
storeroom of Bengal education dept
Kolkata, Dec 24 (IANS)
Bikash Bhawan, the headquarters of the West Bengal
education department, has
now come under the scanner of Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) which is
probing the multi-crore
teachers' recruitment irregularities scam.
In a late evening operation at Bikash Bhawan on
Friday, a team of CBI officials
searched the state education minister's office situated at 5th floor of the
building.Sources said that
although the State Education Minister Bratya Basu's
room in the floor was
spared, the computers in the
room opposite to it were
checked for hours.
Some staff and officers

of the education minister's
office were also questioned.
Later, the investigation
officers went to the record
storeroom of the office of

West Bengal Board of Secondary Education (WBBSE)
and scanned the paper
documents as well as harddisc records stored there.

Notice served to
kingpins of Srijan
scam
Patna, Dec 24 (IANS) The
special court of CBI has
served notices to Amit
Prakash and Rajini Priya in
connection with the infamous Srijan scam of
Bhagalpur in Bihar. Prakash
is son of Manorama Devi, the
mastermind of the scam,
while Priya is her daughter-inlaw. Manorma Devi passed
away in 2017 and after his demise, her son and daughterin-law became the threadholders of the scam. Both the
accused are on the run ever
since the scam came into the
public domain.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during Bharat Jodo Yatra in New Delhi on Saturday. UNI

Ensure availability of Liquid Medical Oxygen,
uninterrupted supply at health facilities: Centre to states
New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS)
In a letter on Saturday, the
Centre has asked all states
and UTs to ensure the availability of Liquid Medical
Oxygen (LMO) in all health
facilities and uninterrupted
supply chain for their refilling. "The availability of LMO
in the health facilities and
uninterrupted supply chain
for their refilling should be
ensured. Adequate inventory of oxygen cylinders
along with backup stocks
and robust refilling system is
maintained", said Dr.
Manohar Agnani, Additional

Health Secretary, in the letter to the states. The letter
further says that though the
Covid cases in the country
are low and not surging as
of now, but to face any challenges arising in future, the
operationalisation and
maintenance of these medical
infrastructure
is
ofutrnost importance.
Therefore, you are requested to direct all the concerned departments to ensure availability functional
Life Support Equipments
such as Ventilators, BipAp
and SpO2 systems along

Putting Kashmiri Pandit employees in
harm's way is violation of int'l laws: GKPD
Srinagar, Dec 24 (IANS)
The Global Kashmiri Pandit
Diaspora (GKPD), an initiative to recognise Kashmiri
Pandit genocide and ethnic
cleansing, has expressed
solidarity with families of
this community serving in
the Kashmir Valley.
In a statement, the GKPD
has said that Article 21 of
the Indian constitution
guarantees the right to a
dignified life for all its citizens with an obligation on
the state to take steps to
ensure this for its citizens.
Expressing solidarity
with the Kashmiri Pandits
serving in the valley under
the Prime Minister's package, the organisation has reiterated that living continuously in a state of fear of being the next targeted victim
of a terrorist has taken a toll

on the physical and mental
health of Kashmiri Pandit
employees and their
families."Having shown
good faith to date as Indian
nationalists, understandably, they do not want to
continue to remain in a
place where their life is at
stake. However, they do
have families to support
which is impossible without
a salary to sustain them in
the interim while the overall situation is managed.
"GKPD emphatically
states that coercing victims
of genocide by putting
them in harm's way is a violation of international laws
which have enshrined an
indisputable responsibility
on the State to Protect and
is a further trampling of the
Kashmiri Pandits right to
justice.

National

with their consumables is
there, said the letter. The
Centre has also asked that
Oxygen control rooms
should be reinvigorated at
States/UTs level for prompt
resolutions of oxygen related issues and challenges.
On-boarding
of
all
healthcare facilities utilizing
oxygen to oDAS platform
for daily oxygen demand
and consumption be monitored for implementation,
said Dr Agnani in the letter.

RT-PCR
mandatory for
international
arrivals from 5
countries
New Delhi, Dec 24 (IANS)
The Centre has made the
RT-PCR test mandatory for
international arrivals from
the countries experiencing
a surge in Covid cases. "The
RT-PCR test will be mandatory for international arrivals
from China, Japan, S. Korea,
Hong Kong and Thailand",
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on Saturday.
The Centre has said that if
any passenger from these
countries on arrival is found
symptomatic or tests positive for Covid-19, then he/
she will be put under quarantine. Meanwhile, the
states have also been asked
to be on alert mode and
ramp up the genome sequencing to track the new
variant in positive cases.
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Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 24 (IANS) Fifty-sixyear-old M.C. Vasisht would
have retired just as a history professor had he not
fed his creative passion of
dishing out songs, articles,
brochures and calendars
on sporting events, a talent
that shot him into prominence.
With the country all set
to host the World Cup
Hockey in Bhubaneswar
next month, the professor
has come out with a musical tribute to the heroes of
1975, the only time that India lifted the cup.
"Magicians
of
Kulalumpur" has been
tuned and sung by his
former students, Suparna
and Sai Giridhar.
"The song is a tribute to
the World Cup winning Indian hockey team of 1975

and has brought out a calendar entitled "Heroes of
1975". I wish and want India to lift the cup this time,"
said the history professor
who teaches at the prestigious Malabar Christian
College, Kozhikode.
His previous creative
works like his profession,
have all become part of
sporting history which includes a poem on football
that was published in the
December 2001 issue of
FIFA Magazine.
Then in 2004, his song
on Wimbledon is now preserved in the All England
Lawn Tennis Museum in
London and then came his
song on Olympics that
were broadcasted by
China Radio International
during the 2008 Beijing
Olympics.
His "sporting" effort in

the Malabar Christian College will continue to hog
light even after his superannuation in March for being instrumental in setting
up the country's first library of cricket icon Sachin
Tendulkar titled "Sachin's
Gallery". The library has a
collection of 60 books on
the legend published in
twelve languages -Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada, Oriya, Bengali,
Assamese,
Marathi,
Gujarati, Punjabi, Hindi and
English.
His immediate plan is
to watch the World Cup
hockey
matches
at
Bhubaneswar. Post retirement, he will devote all his
energy to pursue his passion. "I have a few things in
my mind and will work towards achieving those,"
said the history professor.

