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News

Brief
Family rescued
from burning
house in South
Delhi
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS)
Fourteen members of a
family were rescued after a
fire broke out in a house in
South Delhi’s Sangam Vihar
area on Thursday, a top police officer said.
According to Chandan
Chowdhary, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(South), a PCR call was received at around 1.30 a.m.
regarding the house fire after which police teams
reached the spot.
“On reaching the spot,
police teams found the
house was filled with smoke
and the families on the first
and second floors of the
were trapped inside,” said
the official.
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RLD to hold
protests if SAP
for sugarcane is
not hiked
Pilibhit (UP), Dec 29
(IANS) Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) has said that the party
members, along with the
farmers, will hold protests
across the state if Uttar
Pradesh government does
not fix the state approved
price (SAP) for sugarcane
for the ongoing crushing
season within two weeks.
RLD spokesman Manjit
Singh said that they will
start an agitation after January 10, if the government
fails to accept their demands.
The RLD also said the
protest will go on for an indefinite period if the government did not hike the
SAP to Rs 450 per quintal
from previous year’s rate, Rs
350 per quintal.

FM urged to raise taxes on tobacco products

New Delhi, Dec 28 (UNI)
Ahead of the Union Budget
2023-24, several non-government organisations working
for the welfare of women and
children across the country,
have appealed to Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
to raise taxes on all tobacco
products to protect the
health of women and girl children.
Women and child welfare
organisations working in nine
states namely Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Odisha,
Tamil Nadu, Haryana, West
Bengal ,and Puducherry have
cited several studies conducted both in the country
and outside which show that
tobacco usage by women in
any manner is harmful to the
reproductive health and affects pregnancy outcome, a

statement said here on
Wednesday. The risk of cervical cancer sharply increases
with tobacco use and exposure to second-hand smoke
from cigarettes, it said.
According to 139th Report of Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health and
Family Welfare, on “Cancer
Care Plan & Management:
Prevention, Diagnosis, Research & Affordability of CancerTreatment”,cervical cancer,
is the second most frequent
cancer among women between 15 and 44 years of age
with a high death ratio in India, the release claimed.
As per India’s National
Cancer Registry Program and
the last round of the National
Health and Family Welfare
Survey, female smoking rates
were higher in those areas
with higher rates of cervical

Twelve members
of two gangs
held for stealing
mobile phones in
Goa
Panaji, Dec 29 (IANS)
Goa police on Thursday arrested 12 members of two
gangs from Maharashtra involved in theft of mobile
phones in the coastal state.
About 41 mobile phones
worth Rs 30 lakhs have been
recovered.
North Goa Superintendent of Police Nidhin Valsan
told IANS that all the 12 accused persons are arrested.
He informed that one
Jitesh Mehta from Pune
Maharashtra had complained at Calangute Police
station stating his mobile
phone had been snatched
by an unknown person from
his pocket.

Japan reports 420
Covid deaths in
single day, another
record high
Tokyo, Dec 29 (IANS) Japan on Thursday reported
420 Covid-19 deaths, another high for a country that
is going through the eighth
wave of the pandemic. The
country reported 192,063
new coronavirus cases,
down 24,146 from Wednesday, according to Japan Today. Tokyo reported 18,372
new cases, down 1,871 from
Wednesday.

currently uses tobacco products and of these 14 per cent
are women as per the Global
AdultTobacco Survey (GATS)2. Non-smokers and women
who do not use tobacco suffer from several health problems like cancer, lung diseases, and reproductive
health problems caused due
to exposure to secondhand
smoke at home or in the public place.
Every fifth adult (19.9
crore) uses smokeless tobacco and every tenth (10.0
crore) adult smokes tobacco.
Over 1.2 million people die
every year from tobacco related diseases in India, the
statement said.
Varsha
Deshpande,
Convenor, Women and Child
Rights Organization (WCRO)
Coalition has made a passionate appeal to the FM to con-

sider making tobacco products unaffordable by raising
taxes on all tobacco products
in the forthcoming budget..
“Increase in taxes will
make the tobacco products
costlier and thus less affordable for young girls and
women, thereby saving them
from lifetime of suffering and
misery caused by tobacco related diseases and cancers,”
she said.
Durga Verma, a cancer
survivor of Bhilwara has also
written to the Minister requesting her to raise taxes on
tobacco products. In her letter said that unabated use of
tobacco products caused
cancer in her and she had to
get her ovary removed only
after two years of having a
son. “I used to smoke bidi,
consume gutka and other tobacco products because of

which the doctors said I got
cancer. There are many
women like me who are facing health problems because
of tobacco use. Being a
woman, I believe you will understand the problem,” she
said.
Since the GST was introduced in 2017 there has been
no hike in taxes on tobacco
products, making them more
affordable compared to inflation and rise in prices of other
products.
“We are hopeful that in
the forthcoming Union Budget, the Government will consider our request,”said Munni
Begum of Nari Chetna Foundation which works for the
health, education and livelihood of women beedi workers and their children in
Jaunpur, Uttar Pradesh.
“The revenue earned

from increased taxes can be
utilised for the welfare of
women, children and especially the women beedi workers," she added.
India has the second largest number of tobacco users
(268 million or 28.6 per cent
of all adults in India) in the
world. One million deaths in
India are due to smoking,
with over 200,000 due to secondhand smoke exposure,
and over 350,000 are due to
smokeless tobacco use, the
statement said.
Nearly 27 per cent of all
cancers in India are due to
tobacco usage. The total annual economic cost from all
diseases and deaths attributable to tobacco use (among
35+ years) was a staggering
Rupees 177,341 crore which
is nearly 1.04 per cent of
India’s GDP.

Indian drugmaker Marion Biotech halts
manufacture of cough syrup, probe underway
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS)
Indian Pharma company
Marion Biotech Pvt Ltd has
halted the production of
cough syrup following allegations by Uzbekistan that
at least 18 children died in
the country after consuming the medicine.
A joint inspection of the
manufacturer’s Noida facility was carried out by the
teams of the Uttar Pradesh
Drug Control Department
and CDSCO.
The Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO) is in contact with

the national drug regulator
of Uzbekistan regarding the
matter.
“Immediately on receipt
of the information, joint inspection of the NOIDA facility of the manufacturer,
Marion Biotech, was carried
out by UP Drug Control and
CDSCO team and further
action as appropriate would
be initiated based on the
inspection report,” said the
Union health ministry on
Thursday.
The samples of the
cough syrup have been
taken from the manufactur-

ing premises and sent to
Regional Drugs Testing
Laboratory
(RDTL),
Chandigarh for testing.
Meanwhile, Marion
Biotech Pharma company
has said that it has sent
samples of the said cough
syrup for testing and has
also halted the production
of the product.
Hasan, the Legal Head of
Marion Biotech, expressed
grief over the deaths on behalf of the company and
said that an inquiry in the
matter was being conducted by the government.
He added that samples were
collected and action would

be taken on the basis of the
report. Marion Biotech is a licensed manufacturer and
holds license for manufacturing of Dok1 Max syrup
and Tablet for export purposes granted by Drugs
Controller, Uttar Pradesh.
Uzbekistan’s health ministry,
on Tuesday, said that 18 children suffering from an acute
respiratory disease died after taking excessive doses of
cough syrup Dok 1 Max,
manufactured by Marion
Biotech. Experts say that
cough syrups sometimes
contain “unacceptable levels” of Diethylene Glycol and
Ethylene Glycol.

As MP entering poll year, Uma
Bharti comes with ‘caste card’ to
find place in BJP

Nirmala
Sitharaman
discharged from
AIIMS
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS)
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman was discharged from AIIMS on
Thursday, informed sources
said. She was admitted to
the AIIMS’ private ward on
December 26 with symptoms of viral fever.
Sitharaman is scheduled
to present the Union Budget for 2023-24 likely on
February 1, 2023.

cancer, compared to registries with lower rates of cervical cancer. It also noted that
tobacco use is one of the
most prominent risk factors
associated with cancer, it said.
“There is convincing evidence from International
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) that use of tobacco
use raises the risk of squamous cell carcinoma of the
cervix or commonly called
cervical cancer in females.Not
only active tobacco usage but
even second-hand smoke increases the risk of cervical
cancer”, reiterates Dr Guru
Prasad Mohanty, Radiation
Oncologist at Zydus Hospitals, Vadodara, while recommending to disincentivise the
consumption of tobacco in
the country.
In India, 28 per cent of the
adult (age 15+) population

All India Parisangh (AIP) President and Congress
leader Dr Udit Raj addressing a press conference on
the OBC reservation issue at his residence, in New
Delhi on Thursday. UNI

Rahul Gandhi violated security
rules 113 times: CRPF
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS) The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) said that necessary security arrangements were made for Rahul Gandhi as per the guidelines, but he violated the rules 113 times and was duly
informed of the same. CRPF deployed in Gandhi’s security responded to the question raised by the Congress regarding the lapse in his security and the letter
written by the party to the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA). The CRPF, in its reply submitted to the MHA, said
that Gandhi violated the fixed security instructions several times since 2020, including during Bharat Jodo
Yatra. It added that the violations had been brought to
the leader’s notice from time to time.
According to CRPF, the arrangements were made
in coordination with the state police and security agencies, after advanced communication regarding security
before each tour, in addition to Advanced Security
Liasion (ASL) that was done for Gandhi’s security before the Yatra entered Delhi.

Bhopal, Dec 29 (IANS) Days after senior BJP leader
Uma Bhartis viral statement ‘you are free from any political bond made while addressing a gathering of the
Lodhi community, heated up political discourse in the
state, the former Chief Minister on Thursday stood firm
on her statement saying “there is no need to refute it
because I have said the same.”
On Thursday, Bharti took to her official Twitter
handle to clarify a rival video of her statement at a social event in Bhopal. She made as many as 10 tweets
and claimed she has raised this issue many times before. “But it is necessary to say some sentences before
my speech and why did I say this? I said before 2018
Assembly elections, some calls were received in my office from Lodhi Samaj requesting to cancel Didi’s meeting, because we are angry with the BJP candidate here.
In response to that, I said this on that day.” Bharti, who
has been sidelined by the BJP leadership for quite some
time, said she had raised this issue when the BJP formed
the government in March 2020 after Jyotiraditya
Scindia along with over 20 MLAs joined the BJP and
the Kamal Nath-led Congress government was sent
packing within 15 months despite having a majority of
MLAs.

Chief Justice of India Justice D Y Chandrachud offering prayers at Sri
Venkateswara Swamy temple, in Tirumala on Thursday. UNI

Mining minister a land mafia, remove
him from post: Cong MLA to Raj CM
Jaipur, Dec 29 (IANS) Senior Congress MLA from
Rajasthan’s Sangod and
former minister Bharat
Singh Kundanpur has shot
another letter to Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot demanding the removal of
the mining minister and
threatening to stage a protest at the start of the new
year.
While extending New
Year greetings to CM
Gehlot, Bharat Singh said in
his letter,“The corrupt mining minister is a land mafia,
remove him from his post”.
During the Bharat Jodo
Yatra in Alwar, local leaders
had raised the issue of illegal mining on which CM
Gehlot reportedly told

CBI raids 91 places in case related to
registration of foreign medical graduates
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS)
The CBI on Thursday conducted searches at around
91 locations across the
country at the premises of
certain Medical Councils as
well as foreign medical
graduates (FMGs) which led
to the recovery of several
incriminating documents,
including fake pass certificates of the FMG examination.
The CBI registered a case
against unknown public
servants of the State Medi-

cal Councils and Medical
Council of India (MCI), 73
foreign medical graduates
and other unknown public
servants.
The allegations were
about the irregularities in
the registration of foreign
medical graduates with
Medical Councils in several
states on the basis of fake
certificates of qualifying foreign medical graduates examination conducted by
the National Board of Examinations in Medical Sci-

ences (NBEMS).
“It has been alleged that
as many as 73 foreign medical graduates, who failed to
qualify the mandatory
qualifying examination,
managed to get themselves
registered with the Medical
Councils in several states.
“It was further alleged
that registration on such
fake certificates enabled the
candidates to practice or to
secure jobs with hospitals
across the country,” said the
official.

Rahul Gandhi that illegal
mining was a disease as
there were big mafias involved.
“Even deputing IG here
did not help us in attaining
the success,” Gehlot had
said. Without naming anyone, Bharat Singh wrote in
the letter, “By writing this
letter at the end of the year
2022, I am demanding from
you that the state’s mining
minister, who is a mining
mafia, should remove them
from the post in the interest of the party and the
state.” He further said,
“While writing the letter, I
have understood that he is
under your protection.
Your slogan of corruption is
hollow as this minister is

100 per cent corrupt. I am
sure to hit the road against
corruption in the new year
(2023),” said Singh in his letter. Bharat Singh has been
raising his voice against illegal mining for a long time
and has written many letters to the CM in this matter. Recently on November
28, he targeted the State’s
Mining Minister and held
him responsible for the
death of two people due to
electrocution in Simlia police station area without
taking his name in a press
conference. Accusing the
Mining Minister of illegal
mining, Bharat Singh had
said that “the Mining Minister should resign immediately.

Agra on alert after Covid positive
foreign tourist disappears
Agra, Dec 29 (IANS) After
an Argentinian tourist, who
tested Covid-19 positive, disappeared without a trace, the
district health authorities
here sounded an alert and
tightened the preventive
pandemic protocol. All tourists are now being screened
at the monuments,according
to the CMO. The hotels have
been told to keep a complete
record and upload the details
on the website of the health
department. Sources said the
search for the‘missing’Argentinian tourist was on. CCTV
cameras were being re-

viewed, at the stations and
city entry points. The guest
had recorded a wrong phone
number. His sample was collected on Tuesday. The local
district hospital has been
readied to meet any emergency situation, and visitors
were being screened at the
bus stands and railway stations, officials said. A big rush
of visitors was expected for
the New Year, said the hoteliers. Meanwhile, a local businessman, who returned from
China recently, has been isolated and is under observation, after he tested positive.

In successful trial, IAF jets touch
down national highway in Andhra

Amaravati, Dec 29
(IANS) In a successful emergency trial, fighter aircrafts
of the Indian Air Force (IAF)
touched down the emergency landing facility set
up on Chennai-Kolkata National Highway in Bapatla
district of Andhra Pradesh
on Thursday.
Four aircrafts including
two types of fighter
aircrafts almost landed
within a span of 45 minutes
on the runway at the National Highway 16 at
Pichukalagudipadu village
in Korisapadu mandal.

Flying at a height of 100
meters from the ground,
the aircrafts touched the
runway and took off without completely landing.
An official said Sukhoi
30, two Tejas LCA and a
transport aircraft AN32
were used for the trials run.
Bapatla district administration made elaborate
security arrangements for
the first of its kind exercise
in Andhra Pradesh.
Bapatla Superintendent
of Police Vakul Jindal along
with Indian Air Force Group
Captain R.S. Chowdary su-

pervised the arrangements.
The IAF has set up emergency base camps near the
landing strip for the trial
run.
The officials had set up
radars and other technical
equipment to conduct the
exercise successfully. IAF officials expressed satisfaction over the success of the
trial run.
About 200 policemen
were deployed as part of
the security arrangements
while heavy vehicles on
both sides of the highway
were halted for the trial

runs. The traffic was diverted at different points
on both sides.
A large number of
people from nearby villages had gathered to
watch the aircrafts landing
on the highway.
A 4.1 km long and 60
metre wide Emergency
Landing runway (ELR) has
been built on the highway
to enable fighter aircraft to
land safely in times of
emergency. Officials said a
similar facility will be developed on the highway in
Prakasam district.
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Karnataka Home minister Araga Jnanendra with Education minister B C
Nagesh talking to newsmen after visiting the “Historical Hindalga Prison” in the
outskirts of Belagavi city on Thursday.UNI
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Editorial

From

Luminaries Discuss Women’s Empowerment Inspired by Pramukh Swami

Desk

‘He was an ideal saint who practiced celibacy’

Editor’s

RBI’s latest report:
Things are looking
up for India’s
banking sector

The central bank has emphasised
the health of the banking
system. But banks will have to
be mindful of the risks
emanating from an increasingly
uncertain global macroeconomic
environment.
The health of the banking system in India has
shown steady improvement, according to the Reserve
Bank of India’s latest report on trends in the sector.
From capital adequacy ratio to profitability metrics
to bad loans, on each of these indicators, both public
and private sector banks have shown visible improvement. And as credit growth has also witnessed an
acceleration in 2021-22, banks have seen an expansion in their balance sheet at a pace that is a multiyear high. At a time when both household and government balance sheets remain under stress, this report indicates that the twin balance sheet crisis — of
an over-leveraged corporate sector and a banking
system saddled with bad loans — that acted as a drag
on the Indian economy for years is no longer an impediment to growth.
After years of sluggish growth, credit growth has
risen to a 10-year high at the end of September 2022.
The disaggregated data shows that both working
capital and term loans have seen an uptick. This is a
healthy sign. While the public sector banks have lost
market share to their private sector counterparts,
PSBs still account for a lion’s share of the consolidated
bank balance sheet — they account for 62 per cent
of total outstanding deposits and 58 per cent of advances of the banking sector at the end of 2021-22.
The report also points out that both public and private sector banks have seen a steady improvement
in their capital position, their asset quality, and their
leverage and liquidity positions. Capital adequacy of
banks, as measured by the capital to risk weighted
assets ratio, rose from 14.1 per cent in 2021 to 15.7
per cent in 2022, and further to 16 per cent in September 2022. Banks have witnessed a sharp decline
in their gross non-performing loans or bad loans —
from the peak of around 11 per cent in 2017-18 to
around 5 per cent at the end of September 2022. This
decline has been driven by a combination of factors
— lower slippages, recoveries and write-offs. Bad
loans, though, remain higher among the bigger industries as compared to the MSMEs.
In its report, the central bank has emphasised the
health of the banking system, noting that it has
“weathered the pandemic, emerging more resilient
and robust”. However, there is cause for concern. First,
loans classified as SMA-0 (those where repayments
are due for 0-30 days) have shot up, indicating a buildup of strain in the system. Second, a close watch will
also need to be kept on loans that were restructured
as they were facing Covid-related stress. Slippages will
need to be monitored. Further, banks will have to be
mindful of the risks emanating from an increasingly
uncertain global macroeconomic environment.

Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry, also spoke at the event about
how she draws inspiration from Ghar
Sabha (family home assemblies), a
concept that Pramukh Swami Maharaj
propagated for a harmonious family
life. She remarked, “Pray to God and
discuss any problem together during
Ghar Sabha. It will help resolve problems and bring people closer
to each other.”
On 28 December 2022, as
part of the daily Women’s Empowerment Programme at
Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Nagar, Dr. Ratankanvar H.
Gadhavicharan (IAS, MBBS),
State Project Director of
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan,
Yuvati Performance in Mahila Assembly
spoke about her experiences
of Pramukh Swami Maharaj have immense inner strength.” She Maharaj. She said, “I have been forand his contributions toward emphasised that during such celebra- tunate to a part of several events in
society. Having previously tions, it is important for everyone to his presence where I could feel his
served as Municipal Commis- understand and imbibe such good positive vibrations. The first time I
sioner of Gandhinagar, Indus- values for a better life. Dr looked at him, his almond-shaped
tries Commissioner MSME Gadhavicharan added,“With the spirit eyes attracted me to his face. They
(Micro, Small & Medium Enter- of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ in mind, were deep as a lake, penetrating,
prises), Deputy Secretary of these celebrations are organised for and profoundly sweet. So it is no
Health, as well as in other ca- the betterment of society and to surprise that he spread sweetness,
pacities, Dr. Gadhavicharan spread the valuable teachings of love and joy across the world.”
recognized the seeds of Pramukh Swami Maharaj. We, too,
Applauding Pramukh Swami
Gujarat High Court judge Honourable Ms. Justice
woman upliftment that should selflessly offer our services in Maharaj’s
contribution to society,
Vaibhaviben Nanavati welcomed at Mahila Assembly
Bhagwan Swaminarayan had any way that we can.”
she remarked, “Pramukh Swami
sown centuries ago whose
Kusum Kaul Vyas, Direc- Maharaj has touched every
Central Board of Excise and Customs, and the fruits we are being enjoyed today. She tor Thereafter,
at
Ayurnet
Healthcare and Trans- person’s heart and soul in one way
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation.
said, “I am impressed with the exten- sphere Technologies
and Chairperson or the other. His biggest contribuHonourable Justice Nanavati paid tribute to sive involvement of women in all as- of Women’s Wing of Gujarat
Chamber tion has been to nourish Hinduism
Pramukh Swami Maharaj and called the ongoing cenaround the world.”
tenary celebration a “festival of inspiration that motiShe was deeply touched by the
vates millions to lead a pure, virtuous and addiction-free
contribution of BAPS temples
life.” She applauded the dedicated and sincere efforts
around the world which continue
of swamis and volunteers of all ages who are serving
to contribute significantly to socitirelessly to pay homage to Pramukh Swami Maharaj.
ety. She was particularly moved by
Deeply touched by the life and work of Pramukh
the letter that the Sheikh of Abu
Swami Maharaj, Justice Nanavati remarked, “He was an
Dhabi wrote to BAPS while decreeideal saint who practiced celibacy and was detached
ing the land on which the BAPS
from worldly pleasures but at the same time he lived
Hindu temple is being built. She
for others. He never differentiated based on background
quoted,“‘Till the sun and moon are
or gender. Bhagwan Swaminarayan initiated the work
in the sky, the land will belong to
of women upliftment and Pramukh Swami Maharaj has,
the Swaminarayan Sampradaya.’
over the years, continued to uplift and empower women
This exhibits the credibility, respect
through various activities such as setting up dedicated
and the honour that Pramukh
wings for children, youths and women around the world
Swami had earned from people
and inspiring Yuvati Talim Kendras (training centres for
across the globe.”
young women) to name a few. He uplifted women from
Ami Patel, Deputy Superintenall walks of life, irrespective of whether they came from
dent
of Gandhinagar, appreciated
a small village or a cosmopolitan city. Women always
the selfless service of the women
felt his presence, and whenever they have prayed to him,
Audience involved in listening speeches at Mahila Assembly
volunteers currently serving in
he has heard them and fulfilled their prayers. I, too, have
Pramukh Swami Maharaj Nagar.
experienced this feeling.”
pects of the Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Commerce & Industry, Proprietor at She recounted that she was deeply
She expressed that her father, who is an eminent Centenary Celebrations as this is a of
Worldwide Communications and influenced by Pramukh Swami
lawyer, always taught her that rules and regulations, clear testament to the strength and Zest
Managing
Trustee at Utkarsh Maharaj’s guidance in a letter in
whether societal or religious, are not hurdles but guide- skills that women possess. Whether Healthcare Foundation
India, ad- which he had explained, “Women
lines that help us succeed in life. Pramukh Swami one is male or female, if a person pos- dressed the audience by narrating
her are mentally connected to God, and
Maharaj is a prime example of this as he himself has fol- sesses virtues such as love, compas- experiences with Pramukh Swami
God is constantly guiding them
lowed the norms set forth by Bhagwan Swaminarayan sion, mercy and selflessness, then they
onto the path of righteousness and
and his gurus. She remembered a
spirituality through this mental
statement that Pramukh Swami
connection and sincere prayers.”
Maharaj often said, “The rules of
Just as Pramukh Swami Maharaj
religion are not set up to bind us,
had said, she had experienced a dibut rather are a means to liberarect connection with Mahant
tion.”
Swami Maharaj from the first time
She concluded by expressing
that she saw him. She shared her
her gratitude to Pramukh Swami
conviction, “It is important to reMaharaj for his vision of women’s
member that God always acts in
empowerment that helped them
our best interest. In my daily life, I
reach great heights and succeed
draw strength from the following
in all spheres of life.
maxims taught by Pramukh Swami
Mrs. Rutuja Patel, Founder &
Maharaj,‘In the joy of others lies our
Managing Director of Sonya
own’ and‘Not even a leaf is capable
Foods & Chairperson of the Busiof moving in this world without the
ness Women Committee for the
will of God.’”
Dignitaries on Dias of Mahila Assembly
On 27 December 2022, Gujarat High Court judge
Honourable Ms. Justice Vaibhavi D Nanavati delivered a
seminar as part of the daily Women’s Empowerment
Programme at Pramukh Swami Maharaj Nagar during
which she enlightened the audience on ideal gender
relations for a harmonious society. Prior to serving as a
Gujarat High Court judge, Honourable Justice Nanavati
has been on the panels of various statutory
organisations, including the Medical Council of India, the

28 December 2022, Ahmedabad-‘Seva Day: Celebrating Selfless Service’ at PSM Nagar

Pramukh Swami devoted himself to accomplishing the Narmada Dam project
A glimpse into Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s relief work
Bhuj Earthquake of 2001 Gujarat Drought of 1987

His Holiness Mahant Swami
Maharaj and several dignitaries paid
homage to Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
selfless service to millions around the
world as tens of thousands gathered
to commemorate ‘Seva Day: Celebrating Selfless Service’ at Pramukh Swami
Maharaj Nagar on 28 December 2022.
In an assembly of tens of thousands at Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Nagar on 28 December, several leaders and dignitaries joined His Holiness
Mahant Swami Maharaj to pay tribute
to Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s tireless
and selfless services to society around
the world. Pramukh Swami personified
his own universal teaching, ‘In the joy
of others lies our own.’
Adarshjivandas Swami, the biographer of Pramukh Swami Maharaj, narrated episodes from the life of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj in his series
‘Pramukh Charitam’. He explained,“The
replica of New Delhi’s Akshardham at
the heart of the Festival grounds is one
of the most well-known Hindu
temples in the world. Akshardham
New Delhi reflects Pramukh Swami
Maharaj’s tremendous design and
management skills where the whole
complex was completed and gifted to
the nation in only five years.
Renowned architect Satish
Gujral said,‘I am an artist, an architect
and know about construction. This
project should take at least fifty years,
but seeing it completed in five years
seems an impossibility. I am truly
stunned.’ World-famous cartoonist R.
K. Laxman visited Akshardham and
said, ‘By nature, I am very critical and
cynical, but there is not a single element in Akshardham which is not perfect.’
“Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s way of
life was filled with compassion for others. He dedicated his entire life towards
the selfless service of society.

Swamishri had immense compassion
for every living being and would be
deeply saddened by any problems
faced by them. His grief for starving
and dying cattle was the primary reason for the initiation of the massive
cattle camps by BAPS as part of the
drought relief work in 1987.”
Many dignitaries joined His Holiness Mahant Swami Maharaj to pay
tribute to Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
divine and selfless life.
Renowned director and producer Arvind Babbal shared, “In my
first encounter with Mahant Swami
Maharaj, I felt as in I was in the presence of my father. The loving way he
held my hand was such that I did not
need to say a single word. It was a profound moment that I will cherish as
long as I live. I saw Mahant Swami
Maharaj smilingly gently at me, then
realised he bestows that loving and
gentle smile to everyone. When he
smiles at me, I feel as if he has hugged
me.
Dr. Afroz Ahmad, Member of the
National Green Tribunal of India,
said, “I was with the Narmada Control
Authority for thirty years, and this was
a big challenge for me as there was vehement opposition to allowing
Narmada to enter Gujarat. I was
stressed as to the outcome because
politically and legally there was massive opposition – not just nationally,
but internationally.
When I came to Gujarat, I was told
to meet Pramukh Swami Maharaj. On
meeting him, he asked me the status
of the project. On being informed that
it was pending in the Supreme Court,
he blessed me and said that Bhagwan
Swaminarayan will take care of everything. I went to Delhi where we won
in the Supreme Court.This was just the
beginning.
Every hurdle we faced was solved

through Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
blessings. Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
words have led to the upliftment of
society, helping eradicate poverty and
further democracy. He blessed me that
I would be a judge one day and today
I am pleased to state that I have been
appointed a judge at the National
Green Tribunal.”
P.K. Laheri (IAS), Former Chief
Secretary of Government of Gujarat,
added,“For over forty years, I have had
many opportunities to meet, travel
with and learn from Pramukh Swami
Maharaj. Words fall short of describing
his true greatness. The key thing that
touched me from his life was that in
all situations, he calmly accepted God’s
will and saw himself only as God’s instrument.
Pramukh Swami Maharaj had absolutely no attraction towards worldly
things, and yet he helped every person who came to him with their
worldly concerns or problems because, like the famous verse of Narsinh
Mehta’s ‘Vaishnav Jan’, Pramukh Swami
Maharaj empathized with the suffering of others. But his heights of spirituality were such that despite fully

P. K. Laheri (IAS)
Former CS - Govt of Gujarat

*
40,000 meals served daily for
45 consecutive days, 1.8 million meals
served in disaster-affected areas
*
Construction and rehabilitation of 15 adopted villages, including
a total of 4,190 homes constructed
*
Re-construction of 49 destroyed schools benefiting more than
15,000 students
*
Supplies freely distributed to
91,000 disaster-affected victims
*
Relief materials provided to
409 villages
*
2,500 people helped with
employment

Dr.Vinay Sahasrabuddhe
President,Indian Council For
Cultural Relations and Member
Of Parliament
engaging in solving the problems of
the hundreds of thousands of people
who came to him, he was ever calm
and blissful because he was absorbed
in God. “He devoted himself to accomplishing the Narmada Dam project. He
would proactively help in the coordination work and on other fronts. The
deaddiction campaigns he inspired
were another exemplary social contribution of Pramukh Swami Maharaj. He
always looked to uplift others during
the course of his entire life.”
Sudhanshu Trivedi, Member of
Parliament and Senior National
Spokesperson for BJP, said,“What do
we gain from serving others? There is
a constant give and take in the world.
Focusing on how to take more from
others engenders negative vibrations.

CMYK

*
Opened cattle camps for 8 to
12 months
*
Saved the lives of more than
10,000 cattle
*
Over 3 months between
March and May 1988:
o
Buttermilk distributed to
over 12,757,000 people across 195
towns
o
223,800 kg of food grains disturbed across 13 districts
o
31,295,000 kg of hay distributed
o
18,000 kg of sukhadi sweets
distributed
o
Education assistance provided by distributing books and waiving fees at Gondal Gurukul
But when we serve others without expectation, we emanate pure, positive
vibrations that not only help others,
but also purify one’s inner self.
Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, Member
of Parliament and President of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations,
shared, “Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Nagar seems to be a dream constructed by the gods. Thousands of
people like me take inspiration from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, but today at Pramukh Swami Maharaj Nagar,
I have come to the source of inspiration for great leaders like him.
In his blessings, His Holiness
Mahant Swami Maharaj said,
“Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s entire life
was dedicated to the service of others.
He did not spend a second of his life
devoid of service. He even served others mentally. He might appear to be
sitting calmly, but his thoughts were
always focused on how to serve others and help them progress.
“Pramukh Swami Maharaj served
with the purest of intentions. He said,
‘We must not serve with the expectation of public acclaim, but to do concrete work that positively impacts society. We should not limit our service
to our own circle, but we must expand
it to encompass everyone, such that
our entire life is immersed in service.’
In this way, Pramukh Swami Maharaj

Pandemic of 2020-21
*
Over 180,000 PPE kits distributed
*
Over 200,000 villagers
treated through mobile clinics
*
Over 250 hospitals supported at various levels in India and
abroad
*
Over 1,000 hospital beds donated
*
Over 5,000 litres sanitising
solution donated
*
Over 3,000,000 people benefited physically, mentally and spiritually from specially created online
satsang platforms
*
Over 256,000 people provided with comfort and guidance
through phone calls
*
Over 11,000 volunteers
served at various levels in this relief
work
*
Cryogenic tanks with 132
metric tons of liquid oxygen provided
*
Oxygen cylinders containing
a total of over 7.8 million litres of oxygen distributed
*
Over 1,300 oxygen concentrators distributed at multiple areas
served society sincerely and without
distinction.
“Pramukh Swami Maharaj said that
we should be happy to bear hardships
in service, but we should never try to
show something that we are not.
Pramukh Swami Maharaj disliked pretence, and in his own life, he served
with the sole thought that God may
be pleased.
“Pramukh Swami Maharaj saw service as devotion to God and his gurus.
This is an element of service that is forgotten. We should serve with the intention to please God, not to gain accolades. Pramukh Swami Maharaj often said, ‘God recognizes our service,
so whether others recognize it or not
does not matter. We must serve with
the firm conviction that God sees our
service. We should not just superficially serve to show others. Pramukh
Swami Maharaj embodied these ideals of pure and true service, without
any thought of public acclaim.”

In the news
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Pyaar, Darr, Dreams aur Drama: The entertainment
extra vaganza that COLORS delivered in 2022

2022 was the beginning
of a new dawn in television
with the robust content slate
becoming even more diverse as it marked the end of
all
pandemic-related
restrictions.As India’s leading
General Entertainment
channel, COLORS has been
living up to the ethos of delivering refreshing and
wholesome content in both
the fiction and non-fiction
genres.The channel has continuously pushed the envelope to offer some of the
most unique stories,themed
around love, life, fun and
drama, while keeping the
audiences hookedto their
television screens. With the
year coming to an end, let us
look at all the shows that
COLORS helmed this year.
Trailing the unique stories of incredible women Saavi Ki Savaari – Sapno ki ek
alag daastaan
An eccentric love story of
an autorickshaw driver and a
businessman, COLORS’‘Saavi
Ki Savaari’,is breaking stereotypes as an optimistic young
woman chooses to be the
first female autorickshaw

driver! With Samridhii Shukla
and Farman Haider playing
the leads, this unique narrative has won the hearts of
the
audiences
since
itspremiere to date making it
a must-watch.
Sherdill Shergill – Soch
badlegi zamaana badlega
Bringing to the forefront
the plight of all ambitious
women,
COLORS
‘SherdilShergill’spotlights

Adivi Sesh offers a sneak peek
into 'Goodachari' sequel 'G2'
Hyderabad, Dec 29
(IANS) Adivi Sesh, the actor behind critically acclaimed and commercial
films, notably 'Major' and
'Hit 2' in 2022, has offered

a sneak peek into his next
project - 'G2'.
It is the second part of
the
Telugu movie,
'Goodachari', which was a
huge success and had
captivated the audiences.
The poster with its in-

tense look and feel is raising curiosity levels on the
Net. The poster has lead
actor Adivi Sesh holding a
gun. Part 1 of the same
franchise was an intriguing spy thriller
that took the audience by surprise.
Adivi Sesh
has had a fruitful
2022 and with
'Major',
the
biopic of 2008
Mumbai terror
attacks braveheart Major
Sandeep Unnikrishnan, he
has emerged as a leading
pan-India stars. Now, 2023
will tell us if his pan-India
release plans for 'G2' goes
down as well with the audience.--IANS

the life of an independent
woman (Manmeet played by
Surbhi Chandan) who is an
architect by passion and a
man (Rajkumar), who is in
the profession owing to family pressure.
Love is in the air with a
twist! -Parineetii – Pyaar,
dosti aur rishte ki dor
In an unconventional
love triangle, where two best
friends marry the same man,

'BB 16': Family
week may bring
back Ankit Gupta
for Priyanka
Mumbai, Dec 29 (IANS)
The controversial reality
show 'Bigg Boss 16' started
in October and since then,
the contestants have not
got a chance to meet their
family or loved ones.
However, with the New
Year
approaching,
housemates may get a
chance to meet their family
members after a long time.
According to Khabri,
Shvi
Thakare's sister
Manisha or his mother will
enter the house to meet
him.
There are rumours that
Ankit Gupta will once again
enter the house to meet
Priyanka Choudhary. Either
him or her brother Yogesh
will be seen during family
week.
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COLORS launched one of the
riveting love stories of Indian
television ‘Parineetii’.
Hunarbaaz - Desh Ki
Shaan –Desh ka hunarko
duniya ka salaam
Finding India’s biggest
and brightest talents from
every nook and corner was
COLORS' first of its kind
homegrown talent show,
‘Hunarbaaz - Desh Ki Shaan’!
Bigg Boss 16 – Isssaal ka
sabsebadajashn-Year after
year, audiences wait with
bated
breath
for
COLORS’‘Bigg Boss 16’. India’s
favourite
reality
showreturned with a Bigg
circusand a promise of highvoltagedrama, entertainment, and excitement.Within
only 5 weeks of launch, the
seasonreached out to over
120 Mn viewers on COLORS
and 600 Mn views on Voot
and emerged as the no. 1
non-fiction show. This season is full of twists and turns,
especially as Bigg Boss plays
the game himself! It will be
interesting to watch which
contestant prevails in this
journey!
Khatron Ke Khiladi – Ek

aur saal bemisaal- India’s
most loved stunt-based reality show ‘Khatron Ke Khiladi’
made a comeback with its
12th
season
with
Bollywood’s ace filmmaker
Rohit Shetty hosting
thisadrenaline-inducing
show once again!Shot in the
scenic locales of Cape Town,
this season featured some
breathtakingly daring feats
that
stunned
the
viewers.Garnering unprecedented viewership and engagement, the show
grabbed the no.1 spot in the
non-fiction category and
sparked a great deal of curiosity among the audience.
Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 10 –
Sitaron Ki Mehfil -Fans were
eagerly waiting for the return
of their favourite celebrity
reality show ‘JhalakDikhhla
Jaa’ which made a grand
comeback with its dazzling
tenth season after a hiatus of
five long years. The dance
battle was judged by the
highly acclaimed filmmaker
Karan Johar, international superstar Nora Fatehi, and
Bollywood’s dancing queen
Madhuri Dixit Nene.

'Bigg Boss 16': Soundarya Sharma
and Sreejita De share a kiss
Mumbai, Dec 29 (IANS)
In the recent episode of
'Bigg Boss 16', contestants
Soundarya Sharma and
Sreejita De shared a kiss
leaving Abdu Rozik and Shiv
Thakare stunned.

The housemates, who
were not getting along earlier, in the latest episode and
they were having fun, cracking jokes and during this
Soundarya and Sreejita
locked lips.

*

Twinkle shares throwback picture with
dad Rajesh Khanna on 'shared birthday'
Mumbai, Dec 29 (IANS)
Actress-turned-film producer and author Twinkle
Khanna shared a picture
featuring her and her superstar father Rajesh Khanna
on their "shared birthday."
Twinkle
took
to
Instagram, where she
dropped a black and white
picture of Rajesh Khanna
along with his little girl.
"A bittersweet shared
birthday and a lifetime of
memories," she wrote as the
caption on their birthday.
Several celebrities took
to the comment section to
wish Twinkle and her late
father.Tahira Kashyap wrote:
"Precious."
Actor Bobby Deol
dropped several red heart
emojis.Rajesh Khanna, who

MkkhýøkktXLkwt ykuÃkhuþLk ykÄwrLkf
÷u«kuMfkuÃkef ÃkæÄríkÚke fhðk{kt ykðþu.
{uzeõ÷u{ rð{k Äkhfku {kxu
fuþ÷uMk Mkkhðkh MkwrðÄk WÃk÷çÄ.
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is called as the 'first superstar of Hindi cinema', starred
consecutively in a record 15
solo hero successful films
between 1969 and 1971. He
was the highest-paid actor
in Hindi cinema throughout

the 1970s and 1980s. Rajesh
made his debut in 1966 with
'Aakhri Khat' which was
India's first official Oscar Entry in 1967. He died on 18
July 2012, after a period of
illness.

Drake denies knowing woman who
claims he kicked her out after sex
Los Angeles, Dec 29
(IANS) Rapper Drake has
spoken up after a woman
exposed her reported illfated fling with the star.
After the TikTok user
went viral with a story about
how the Toronto native reportedly flew her out to
have sex with her only to
kick her out afterwards, the rapper has
appeared to clap back,
r e p o r t s
aceshowbiz.com.
Drake seemingly
stepped forward with
a flat-out denial to the
woman's
claims
through his Instagram
Story on Wednesday.
"Never met. Never
spoke. Never flew," he wrote,
before adding: "I hope
people start doing more
with the one life we are
given s**t is sad out here."
While Drake didn't give
a context to his statement or
mentioned a name, his post
arrives after his fan, who
goes by imbigjas on social
media, posted a TikTok
video in which she detailed
her alleged encounter with
him.The young woman said
the 36-year-old slid into her
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They ask Abdu and Shiv
to do the same, but both refused and said they would
prefer getting kissed by a
girl.
And in his adorable
voice he is heard saying
"Paagal hai
kya"
to
Soundarya
a
n
d
Sreejita's demand.
Soundarya
starts flirting
in a healthy
way with
Shiv and
plants a kiss
on his cheeks.
This makes Abdu jealous
but eventually she kisses
him as well.
Both the boys get super
happy and say now they can
sleep well.

3

DMs after seeing that she
tagged him in a sexy photo
on Instagram. "So, he had
texted me in vanish mode,"
she said.
According to the
woman, Drake asked for her
phone
number
and
dropped the "heart eyes
emoji"."So, he had booked

my flight for November 16.
Mind y'all, we textin', talkin',
all of that, November 13,"
she claimed."He had sent a
private (jet) out to get me.
But before I got inside his
house, they made me sign
an NDA. So, I can't really say
too much, but I looked at my
NDA rules, so I know what I
can and can't say."
After entering his house,
she said she watched some
Netflix movies with Drake
and had a conversation with

*

him.
She claimed he kept
rubbing her stomach and
asking if she wanted kids,
which then led to their
sexual encounter. He allegedly refused to use protection, which she thought was
weird, but she decided to
"go with the flow".
Following their
supposed sexual
intercourse, she
said they were
"cuddling" and
were about to
watch another
movie, but things
went left when she
pulled her phone
out to record him.
He
allegedly
"slapped" her phone out of
her hand. The woman said
she got "a little scared" because that slap was
"aggressive".Drake then reportedly had his security
team escort her out of his
home. Refusing to be called
a liar, she claimed that she
has posted a video that she
recorded while in Drake's
house on her Instagram
page, but her account is currently set private.
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City-State

BAPS Mahila Mandal Singing Bhajans in Assembly at PSM nagar in Ahmedabad, Rutujaben Patel, Sonya Foods - Founder & Managing Director & Chairperson, Business Women Committee, GCCI. Also presented on the
occasion were Justice Vaibhaviben Patel, Judge, Gujarat High Court, - Jayshreeben Patel, Politician, BJP, - Ritaben Patel, BAPS Women Wing Volunteer

3 doctors suspended for ragging
juniors
Ahmedabad, Dec 29 (IANS) Three senior resident
doctors of B.J. Medical College in Gujarat’s
Ahmedabad were suspended by the collge administration on Thursday for ragging junior resident
doctors. The anti-ragging committee headed by Director PG Diploma courses and research, Dr.
Meenakshi Parikh, recommended the action after
it recorded statements of students and other witnesses on Wednesday.
It found that senior resident doctors of third
year, Dr. Dhaval Mankadia, Dr. Jayesh Thummar and
Dr. Harsh Sureja were responsible for ragging.
Additional Dean, Dr. Hansa Goswami, informed
the media that the anti-ragging committee recommendation is accepted by the institute, and senior
resident doctors, Dr. Dhaval and Dr. Jayesh are suspended for three semesters, whereas Dr. Harsh is
suspended for two semesters.
The Orthopedic wing head had forwarded ragging complaints of junior resident doctors to the
anti-ragging committee. In the complaint, junior
doctors had alleged that senior doctors were beating them with belts, shoes, forcing them to do sit
ups and they are even slapped.

Gandhiji’s college faces closure
threat
Bhavnagar (Gujarat) Dec 29 (IANS) The Samaldas
Arts College in Bhavnagar where Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi completed his graduation between 1885 and 1888 is on the verge of closure in
the absence of financial grant which is not coming
its way.
Principal J.B.Gohil told IANS that the Gandhian
Study Centre is an independent unit of the History
Department for which Financial Grants are vested
with the Maharaja Krishnakumar Singhji Bhavnagar
University. Bhavnagar University Registrar Incharge,
D.J.Sheth, told IANS that Gandhian Study Centre
Head, M.G.Parmar, has written a letter to the University wherein he has raised the grants issue. Sheth
said the Executive Council of the University will
meet shortly where the issue will be discussed .

Public spitting rampant in
Rajkot, but few pay fines
Rajkot : In Rajkot, every second person is a lover
of mava (lime-laced betel-nut mixed with tobacco)
so much so that those chewing the concoction do
not resist the temptation of spitting on public roads.
But when it comes to paying the fine for public
spitting imposed by Rajkot Municipal Corporation
(RMC), they care the least.
According to data, RMC has issued since 2019
e-challans worth Rs 24.31 lakh but it has managed
to collect only Rs 7.06 lakh. In May 2019, RMC started
installing cameras in the city and it has put in place
500 cameras till now to catch those spitting on
roads. The civic body issues e-challans to those who
are caught on the camera spitting on public roads.
RMC has deployed two persons in its control
room to monitor all the cameras and take the pictures of those spitting on roads. The officials get the
offender’s vehicle details from the RTO and then
RMC sends e-challan at the person’s addres by
speed post. For each speed post, the civc body
spends Rs 30.
The penalty amount for the first time offender
is Rs 250 and for the second-time -offender, it is Rs
500. Though RNC sends e-challans to the offenders,
it RMC does not have a mechanism to collect this
the fine if offender does pay it voluntarily.
When contacted RMC environment engineer
Nilesh Parmar said, “The RTO does not provide us
the phone numbers of the offenders. I can only ask
an official to send a reminder to the offender to pay
the fine amount. We do not have enough staff who
can go from house to house to collect the fine.”

Man stabbed for not lending
money
Ahmedabad : A 50-year-old man from the Ranip
area of the city on Wednesday filed a complaint with
the Sabarmati police alleging that a man from
Chandkheda stabbed him as he refused to lend him
money.
Shahid Qureshi, a resident of Bakra Mandi locality in Ranip, said in his FIR that he runs a meet shop
near Green Aura Crossroad in Chandkheda.
He said that the accused Parth Barot used to
borrow money from him. On December 18, Barot
came to Qureshi’s shop and asked him to lend him
money. Qureshi refused. Barot got furious and
stabbed Qureshi on his chest. Qureshi was taken to
a nearby hospital where a medico-legal case was
filed.
After getting discharged from the hospital,
Qureshi on Wednesday approached the Sabarmati
police and filed a complaint of attempt to murder
against Barot.

GTU reduces fees for answer
sheet reassessment
Ahmedabad : The academic council of Gujarat
Technological University (GTU) has decided to reduce answer sheet reassessment fees.
Sources said that the university used to charge
Rs 250 for the reassessment of one answer sheet
and Rs 750 for two.
The fee has been reduced to a flat Rs 250 per
answer sheet.The sources said that the decision was
taken in the academic council’s recent meeting. In
another important decision, the university will begin a multidisciplinary education system as prescribed inthe New Education Policy. According to
the NEP, engineering students should be allowed
to study other subjects.
The university is likely to introduce
multidisciplinary education from next academic
year, the sources said. They said that under this system, if a management student wishes to pursue
education in artificial intelligence, for instance, they
will be allowed to do so. The new education system
will be introduced in the PG courses for a pilot
project of one year, the sources said. If it receives
good response from students it will be implemented for other be courses as well.

3,400 forms received, none cleared
Ahmedabad : It’s been
two months since the new
impact fee law, the Gujarat
Reularization of Unauthorized Development Act
(GRUDA) 2022, came into
effect, but the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation
(AMC) has not processed
even one of the more than
3,400 applications it has received so far, sources said.
The reluctance, according to
the town planning and estate department officials, is
because they anticipate further modification of the
rules.
They say that the applicants too are expecting relaxation of rules and have
adopted a wait and watch

policy.
“Ideally, we should have
received many more applications. But even of the over
3,400 applications that we
have received, not one has
been accepted for processing or have been rejected.
These are not even being
scrutinized,” admitted a senior AMC official.
The first issue is that the
officials are not clear if only
an impact fee is to be
charged or if costs like ‘betterment charge’ need to be
collected.
“There is yet no clarity
on whether betterment
charges will also be imposed in some cases like in
the case of Bopal, where

1.7 million birth defects are found in
India every year: Report
Gandhinagar, Apollo
Hospitals, Ahmedabad, celebrated National Paediatric
Surgery Day with 1,100 students of Janatkumar
Bhagubhai Primary School
in Gandhinagar. In an interactive session with students
and teachers, Dr Deepti Pai
Dave, Paediatric Surgeon,
Apollo
Hospitals,
Ahmedabad, spoke about
the common paediatric surgeries majorly involving
congenital anomalies.
Congenital anomalies or
birth defects are structural
or functional defects that
occur in the foetal stage or
are identified at birth or later
in life. Birth defects can result in long-term disabilities
impacting individuals and
their families. These anomalies can be caused by micronutrient deficiencies, chromosomal disorders, genetic
defects, and environmental
agents. Speaking on the occasion, Dr Deepti Pai Dave,

said, “The prevalence of
birth defects in India is 6-7
per cent and a majority of
them are found in rural India. The objective behind
celebrating National Paediatric Surgery Day is to create
awareness about paediatric
and neonatal surgical diseases among parents, teachers, and medical experts and
why paediatric surgeons are
the safest option for a child’s
surgery.” Neeraj Lal, COO,
Apollo
Hospitals,
Ahmedabad, said, “There is
an acute shortage of paediatric surgeons in India
which is a major bottleneck
considering the number of
children who require corrective surgeries.” According to
a March of Dimes report, 1.7
million birth defects are
found in India every year.
Some of the most common
anomalies include congenital heart disease, congenital
deafness, and neural tube
defects.

civic facilities were to be
given to residential colonies.
The issue of betterment
charges was rejected in
GRUDA 2012 version of the
Act. We are waiting for a notification to be issued,” said
a senior AMC official.
Another aspect that requires clarity is the usable
Floor Space Index (FSI). The
AMC official said, “FSI has
been fixed in GRUDA 2022,
unlike in the 2012 version of
the law.
So, it leaves no scope for
regularization of extra construction that falls beyond
the fixed FSI limit. This is also
a big reason why people are
not applying for regularization of their constructions.”

Two-month-old child trafficked for Rs 5,000
Ahmedabad : Kalupur
police have filed a complaint against a man and
a
woman
from
Maharashtra for allegedly
attempting to traffic a
two-month-old child for
Rs
5,000
from
Ahmedabad city to
Vijayawada in Andhra
Pradesh.
An officer of Railway
Protection Force from
Wardha in Maharashtra
had caught the two, identified as Chandrakant
Patel, 40, a resident of
Indiranagar in Malad
(East) of Mumbai; and
Draupadi Meshram, 40, a
resident
of

NRI woman says ex-husband
stole her identity to open a/c
Ahmedabad : An NRI
woman based in Dubai on
Wednesday filed a complaint of cheating and forgery against her ex-husband.
She alleged that he had
forged her identity proof in
India, opened a bank account, and later showed her
as a borrower him during a
court hearing.
Hina Jangla, 46, a resident of Bur Dubai who at
present is staying in
Mumbai, said in her FIR filed
with Vastrapur police that
she has been living in Dubai
since 1985. In her FIR she
stated that on February 4,
2017, she married Lalit
Dulani of Premchandnagar
in Ahmedabad.
Jangla alleged in the FIR
that her husband deserted
her on August 30, 2019, and
later converted to Islam and
married another woman.

She said that on December
1, 2020, he sent her a divorce
notice and later they got legally separated. Jangla said
in the FIR that she had filed
a civil case with a Dubai
court for securing a 50%
share in her ex-husband’s
property.
During the court
proceddnig, Dulani produced 21 cheques signed
by her of Rs 2.10 crore value
and alleged that she had
taken that amount from
him.
She said that the
cheques were of the Satellite branch of the state Bank
of India (SBI) where she
never had an account. She
also said in the FIR that her
name is Hina Jangla in all
the documents but the
documents which her exhusband submitted in court
showed her name as Hina

Crash city : Accidents rose 21% and
fatalities by 19% in Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad : The number of road accidents in
Ahmedabad city in 2021 increased by 21% as compared to the 2020 figures,
and the fatalities rose by
19%. As for the state, in 2021

the number of accidents increased by 13%, up from
13,398 in 2020 and the number of persons killed surged
by 21%.
The data tabled by the
Union ministry of road

AMC’s policy aims to brush away
illegal ad hoardings
Ahmedabad : The civic body is in the process of announcing a new policy to curb advertisements on traffic
police chowkis, traffic police cabins and traffic booths.
Sources in the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC)
said that under the new policy, the civic body will allow
advertisements only on traffic booths at major junctions.
The sources said that under the new policy, the AMC
will not allow advertisements on traffic police cabins and
chowkis but will allow agencies to put up advertisements
with fixed size and design on traffic booths. The draft policy
will be tabled in the standing committee’s weekly meeting
for approval, the sourced added. According to the proposed
policy, only one traffic booth will be allowed to have advertisements on every junction for which the agencies will
have to pay annual licence charges. The advertisement
board size will be 4x4 feet. The licens fees will vary by zone.
The civic body has divided the city into seven zones.

BJMC ragging : Panel begins
inquiry, questions 50 students
Ahmedabad : A day after
seven students complained
that they were routinely
punched, slapped and
abused over many months
by three seniors, the antiragging committee of BJ
Medical College (BJMC)
started an inquiry into these
allegations.
In the letter, the students
had said that one of them
was seriously injured in the
ear. The complainant are in
the second year of postgraduate course in orthopaedics. Their alleged tormentors are third year students of the same branch.
Sources in the BJMC said
the 18-member anti-ragging committee held a
meeting and questioned
about 50 students of the orthopaedics branch following the allegations. They
said that 14 of the 18 committee members were
present at the questioning
session.

The committee first
heard the students who had
complained, then heard the
three accused students and
later spoke to 50 other students as part of the inquiry.
Sources said that the committee has prima facie
found that the complaint
filed by the students is
genuine. On Tuesday, seven
second students of orthopaedics department met
the head of their department and complained of
physical and mental torture.
According to the sources,
the students had written
that they were also forced to
do sit-ups and endure
abuses on many occasions
in the doctors’ room in their
ward and the workplace. A
faculty member of BJMC’s
orthopaedic department,
who did not wish to be
named, said that teachers
have been regularly asking
junior students if they are
being ragged.

Dhammanagar in Nagpur
city. on December 25.
Kalupur police filed a complaint on Tuesday.
The two along with the
child were travelling in the
S-3 coach of Navjeevan Express from Ahmedabad to
Chennai. They were questioned by the RPF officer
who eventually found that
the child did not belong to
them.
During questioning,
Patel and Meshram confessed that they were not
the eral parents of the child
and they were to hand over
the child to a woman
named
Mumtaz
in
Vijayawada. They also told

trasnport and highways
transport research wing reveals that in Ahmedabad
city, the number of accidents increased from 1,185
in 2020 to 1,433 in 2021. The
fatalities spiked from 340 in
2020 to 404 in 2021. In terms
of accidents, Ahmedabad
city was ranked 14th in 2020
among the 50 million-plus
cities of India. In 2021,
Ahmedabad city’s rank was
11th.
Among
other
50
millionplus cities, Rajkot and
Vadodara registered a decline in the number of accidents and fatalities,while
surat showed a rise from 575
accidents in 2020 to 704 in
2021. Also, the fatalities
swelled from 191 to 272.
In terms of percentage
change of accidents-related
deaths over 2020, Tamil
Nadu with 90.9% and
Gujarat with 20.8 growth
have recorded figures

higher than the national average of 16.9%.
Amit Khatri, a traffic expert, said that the increase in
the number of vehicles after
the Covid peak has driven
up the number of fatal accidents not only in
Ahmedabad but also in the
state. “Moreover, I feel highspeed vehicles which are
now
available
in
Ahmedabad have added to
the accident numbers,”
Khatri said. “But the most
important factors are the
lack of proper infrasturcture
such as uniform speed
breakers,the lack of oneway
streets, and parking on both
sides of the roads.”
Pravin Kanabar,the
president of Active Traffic
Consultative Committee,
Ahmedabad, said: “Apart
from other reasons I believe
that the lack of enforcement
has played a major role in
the rise of accidents.

Dulani. She said that the
Dubai court transferred her
case to financial expert who
also sought information
from the SBI but did not got
any response.
The complainant said
that she had come to India
and inquired into the case
after which she found that
her ex-husband along with
others including some bank
officers had in 2008 forged
documents and opened an
account in the State Bank of
Indore which later merged
with the SBI she said that
she did not have any identity documents in India nor
a bank account.
Vastrapur police has
filed a complaint of breach
of trust, cheating forgery,
producing forged documents as genuine, and abetment against her ex-husband and four others.

the cops that a man from
Ahmedabad city, identified only as Krunal, had
handed the child over to
them and paid them Rs
5,000.
Railway police found
Rs 3,000 cash from the
two and seized their
cellphones for further investigation. The child was
sent to a protection home
in Chandrapur city of
Maharashtra. Sources in
Ahmedabad Police said
that Patel and Meshram
did not know each other
before trafficking the
child and Krunal introduced them for the mission.

AMC’s Covid Tests
Up From 150/Day
To 1,000
The AMC’s health department has seen a rise in
testing of RTPCR and RAT
tests from December 23 to
27 as part of the increased
Covid preventive measures.
A few days ago, just 150
tests were being conducted
per day which has now risen
to 1,000.
The last five days from
December 23 to 27 saw 13
new cases within the AMC
limits while active cases
numbered 74 and two persons have been admitted in
hospital.
No deaths have been reported in the last five days.
As many as 187 Covid tests
were conducted at the city
airport in the last one week,
of which only one case was
found positive.
Some 3,363 RTPCR tests
were conducted from December 23 to 27 and 1,520
for RAT.

Gandhian Study centre in Gujarat
not receiving grants
Bhavnagar (Gujarat), Dec 29 (IANS) The Gandhian
Study Centre at the Samaldas Arts College in Bhavnagar
is facing a major financial crunch after it did not receive
the necessary grants.
If the Maharaja KrishnaKumarsinhji Bhavnagar University does not arrange funds, the centre might have
to be closed down. Mahatma Gandhi did his graduation from the Samaldas Arts College. He took admission to the college in January 1888, three years after
the college was founded in 1885. It was the first college of the Saurashtra region and second in the state.
Samaldas College’s principal J.B. Gohil told IANS,
“Gandhian Study Centre is an independent unit of the
History department. Only the university will be able to
say about the financial issues. So far the college is concerned, it is doing very well. 3,600 students are studying in the college.”
Bhavnagar University’s in-Charge Registrar D.J.
Sheth told IANS, “Gandhian Study Centre’s head M.G.
Parmar in a letter to the university has drawn attention
towards the grants issue, where he has stated that for
some time the centre is not receiving the grant and it
is difficult to run the show further, as he retires next
month. The university should take a call whether to run
the Gandhian study centre or close it down.” Sheth also
told IANS that the University’s executive council meeting is scheduled on January 2, 2023, when the matter
will be discussed. He said he did not have the exact
idea since how long the centre was not receiving grant
and how much fund was required to run the centre.
“But, the University will think and explore other ways
to meet the expenses and is likely to continue the centre,” said Sheth.

Morbi bridge tragedy : NHRC seeks report from CS, DGP
Ahmedabad : Even as
the Morbi bridge collapse
incident is under judicial
scrutiny of Gujarat high
court, the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
has sought a report from
Gujarat chief secretary and
the director general of police (DGP) about the “inappropriate FIR” filed by Morbi
police and about the negligence in bridge’s maintenance. The NHRC took cognizance of the incident on
December 20, after receiving a complaint from human rights activist Kantilal
Parmar of Amreli who
sought intervention of the
commission in this incident.
The NHRC received a total
of 15 complaints which
have been redirected to
Gujarat’s top officials with
directions “to get the allegations made inthe complaints looked into and to
submit a report within four
weeks for perusal of the
Commission”. In its inquiry
order, the commission
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seems to have drawn an impression that the 150-yearold bridge collapsed on October 30 resulting in death
of 135 people because it
was overloaded due to
overcrowding of 500 devotees performing Chhat.
Puja on the Machchhu river.
Parmar mentioned in his
complaint that the bridge

was collapsed due to the
negligence of OREVA company and government authorities of Morbi town, district and the state of
Gujarat. He complained
about “improper FIR” on
part of the police officials
and exclusion of names of
responsible officials and
OREVA company owners

“who are directly responsible in this incident”. He
demanded a probe into
“the fitnes certificate, loading certificate and permission of use of the bridge by
local municipality after
maintenance of the bridge
and other matters related
to the safeguarding of
people”.

Celebrating PSM’s Selfless Service
Several leaders and dignitaries joined BAPS seer
Mahant Swami Maharaj to
pay tribute to Pramukh
Swami Maharaj’s (PSM) tireless and selfless services to
society around the world at
PSM Nagar on Wednesday.
Adarshjivandas Swami,
the biographer of PSM, narrated episodes from his life
in the series “Pramukh
Charitam”. He explained,
“The replica of New Delhi’s
Akshardham at the heart of
the festival grounds is one of
the most well-known Hindu

temples in the world.”
Akshardham in New
Delhi reflects PSM’s tremendous design and management skills where the whole
complex was completed
and gifted to the nation in
only five years.
Adarshjivandas went on
to say that renowned architect Satish Gujral had said,“I
am an artist, an architect
and know about construction. This project should
have taken at least fifty
years, but seeing it completed in five years seems

impossible. I am truly
stunned.” World-famous
cartoonist RK Laxman, during his visit to Akshardham,
had said, “By nature, I am
very critical and cynical, but
there is not a single element
in Akshardham which is not
perfect.” Adarshjivandas
Swami further said, “PSM
was not just focused on
Akshardham. At the same
time he built many schools,
colleges and rehabilitated
15 villages with thousands
of new homes after the Bhuj
earthquake.”

CMYK

International

AHMEDABAD FRIDAY 30/12/2022

UN, int'l partners concerned about
escalating violence in South Sudan
Juba, Dec 29 (IANS) The
UN and international partners have expressed concerns over escalating violence in eastern South
Sudan's Greater Pibor Administrative Area by armed
youth from Jonglei state.
The United Nations Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS), the African Union
Mission in South Sudan, the
European Union, and other
regional bodies urged involved parties to cease hostilities immediately, exercise
restraint, and respect human rights, Xinhua news
agency reported.
"While the primary responsibility for protecting
civilians lies with the Transitional government of South
Sudan, UNMISS and international partners stand ready
to provide all necessary support to protect civilians in
affected areas," they said in
a joint statement issued in
the South Sudanese capital
of Juba on Wednesday.
The partners said the
escalating ongoing violence
had resulted in the loss of
lives amid reports of the alleged use of heavy weaponry. The partners called on
South Sudanese leaders to
urgently intervene to stop
the fighting and ensure the
safety and security of civilians as well as unimpeded
humanitarian access to

people affected by the
fighting.
The partners also
stressed the need to investigate and hold accountable
all perpetrators of the conflict, including those who
were instigating and inciting violence and those responsible for the abduction
of women and children.
They encouraged national
politicians and traditional
leaders to persuade youth
to immediately stop the violence and pursue a dialogue-based approach that
focuses on restoring calm
and peacefully resolving the
root causes of the conflict.
UNMISS said it was intensifying patrols in conflict
hotspots and closely monitoring the situation, noting
that such fighting had in the
past led to significant loss of
life and large-scale civilian
displacement.The partners
reiterated the call for an immediate cessation of this
uncalled-for violence that
poses a serious risk to the
peace and stability of the
South Sudanese people.
They further requested the
Ceasefire and Transitional
Security Arrangement
Monitoring and Verification
Mechanism, a ceasefire
monitoring body, to investigate the violence and urge
the parties to the conflict to
facilitate access.

Suspect in Paul Pelosi attack pleads
not guilty to all state charges
San Francisco, Dec 29
(IANS) The man charged in
the violent attack on Paul
Pelosi, the husband of US
House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, pleaded not guilty
to all state charges, including attempted murder,
during his second arraignment in San Francisco's
state court.David DePape,
the suspect, had previously pleaded not guilty to
federal attempted kidnapping and assault charges
on Wednesday.In the early
morning of October 28,
42-year-old DePape broke
into the San Francisco
home belonging to Nancy
Pelosi and attacked 82year-old Paul Pelosi with a
hammer. Nancy Pelosi was

not home at the time of the
attack.
Paul Pelosi was sent to
hospital where he had surgery to repair a skull fracture and received treatment for injuries to his
right arm as well as both
hands.
The San Francisco District Attorney's office announced six felony
charges against DePape,
including attempted murder, assault with a deadly
weapon, elder abuse, residential burglary, false imprisonment, and threatening the life or serious
bodily harm to a public official which would carry
sentences of 13 years to life
in prison.

Tunisia may see new Covid-19
wave in January: Official
Tunis, Dec 29 (IANS) A Tunisian health official
warned that the North African country may witness
a new wave of Covid-19 infections at the beginning
of 2023, the Tunis Afrique Presse (TAP) reported.
"Tunisians should ... get to strengthen immunity
and prevent the (Covid-19) transmission in anticipation of an increase in infections in January 2023,"
Riadh Daghfous, Director General of the National
Center of Pharmacovigilance, told TAP, on Wednesday.
Daghfous, also the President of the Covid-19
Scientific Vaccination Monitoring Committee, highlighted the importance of vaccination, Xinhua news
agency reported.
"A vaccination campaign against the Omicron
BA4 and BA5 strains, currently dominant in Tunisia,
will start this week," he said, urging people with
chronic diseases or immunodeficiency, the elderly,
and those who received the last dose of vaccine
more than six months ago to get vaccinated.
A total of 6,398,305 Tunisians have been fully
vaccinated against Covid-19 since the start of the
national vaccination campaign on March 13, 2021.

These newly colourised images by a London plasterer show the bustle of London's iconic streets during
the dramatic history of the last century. Seventy-seven years since the end of the war which shaped Britain,
one image shows how society bounced back with comedian and filmmaker Charlie Chaplin and his wife Oona.
They were pictured standing on top of the Savoy hotel during the 1950's while he was on a six-month visit at
the time. Another image shows pre-WW2 Ludgate Circus decorated for the silver jubilee of King George V in
1935.

Japan's Kishida claims no plans for snap
election 'for now' as public support wanes
Tokyo, Dec 29 (IANS)
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida has said that
he has no plans to immediately dissolve the lower
house of parliament and call
a snap election, although he
said the move is "possible",
according to local media reports.
Kishida's remarks on
Wednesday come amid a
slump in approval ratings
for his cabinet triggered by
a series of scandals and
gaffes leading to the sacking of four ministers in two
months, and ahead of unpopular planned tax hikes,
Xinhua news agency
reported.Japan's Kyodo
News reported that while
the Prime Minister added
that "for now" he is not considering calling a snap election next year, a lower house
election is "possible" before
planned tax hikes in 2024 or
later, aimed at covering an
unprecedented hike in defence spending.
Owing to a string of political funding improprieties,

ministerial gaffes and cabinet member and ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
members' links to a dubious
religious organisation,
Kishida's public support had
dropped to its lowest level
since he took office in October 2021.
In December, the approval ratings for Kishida's
cabinet stood at 33.1 per
cent according to Kyodo
News, while other media
polls have revealed the rating is hovering around the
critical 30 per cent-mark, a
level below which has his-

torically been a harbinger of
the end of a Prime Minister's
tenure.
Ministerial scandals
aside, the Japanese leader
has faced a public backlash
here since he announced
unpopular and constitutionally murky plans to bolster the pacifist country's
defence capabilities using
taxpayers' money.
The public backlash has,
in part, also been fuelled by
soaring living and social
welfare costs amid decadeshigh inflation and a persistently weak currency, and

comes against a backdrop
of Japan's national debt being the highest of any developed nation.
The planned tax hike,
opposed by the majority of
voters according to media
polls in December by both
a major broadcaster and
newspaper here, has also
been spurned by members
within Kishida's ruling party.
Koichi Hagiuda, policy
chief of Kishida's ruling LDP,
said in a recent television interview that the matter of
raising taxes should be a
decision for the electorate.

Extreme weather had serious impact on
Italy's agricultural production: Union
Rome, Dec 29 (IANS) The
hottest year on record in
Italy has resulted in dramatically lower output for the
country's farming sector,
Italy's main agricultural
union said.
Following the announcement on Tuesday by
Italy's National Research
Council LaMMA meteorology consortium that 2022
was the hottest year since
record-keeping began in
1800, the union Coldiretti
released data on Wednesday showing that these unusual weather patterns had
taken a heavy toll on the
country's agricultural sector.
Impacts include a 30-per

cent reduction in extra virgin olive oil, 10 per cent
lower production for tomato-based products, and a
five-per cent decrease in the
production of durum wheat,
which is used to make pasta,
Xinhua news agency
reported.The reduction in
the production of tomatobased products -- which include peeled and pulped
tomatoes and tomato concentrate -- is especially significant, as Italy is the world's
third-largest producer of
these products.
"The difficult situation
created by the weather challenges risks becoming
structural in Italy, where the

hottest years recorded over
the last two centuries are all
concentrated in the last decade," Coldiretti said.
After 2022, other hottest
years registered in Italy, in
order, are 2018, 2015, 2014,
2019, and 2020.
The organisation also
said that the trend was likely
to continue in the future.
"Climate change has
been accompanied by ... a
higher frequency of violent
weather events, seasonal
lags, short and intense rainfall, and the rapid transition
from sunshine to poor
weather with dramatic temperature
changes,"
Coldiretti added.

Australia to vote on Indigenous Voice
to Parliament within 12 months: PM
Pictures showing the winter white were shared widely online on Wednesday,
as locals played with ice chunks and danced in the downpour. 'We have not seen
so much hail during the winter season in 15 years,' Muhammad Karam, a former
director of Kuwait's meteorological department, said. Roads were partially blanketed in hail and ice, while locals celebrated the rare weather event. Children
donned scarves and raincoats as they scooped up hail in the Umm al-Haiman
district, about 50 kilometres (30 miles) south of Kuwait City.v

Uruguay detects presence of
new Omicron subvariants
Montevideo, Dec 29
(IANS) Uruguay's Public
Health Ministry has said that
experts had detected the
presence of two new Omicron subvariants in the
country, amid a wave of new
Covid-19 cases.
The Epidemiology Division of the Public Health
Laboratory Department
"has recently detected the
low-frequency presence of
two
new
Omicron
subvariants: XBB.1 and
DL.1," the Ministry added on
Wednesday in a statement.
The predominant variant globally continues to be
Omicron and viruses
change over time, including

SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
causes Covid-19, according
to the statement as quoted
by Xinhua news agency report.
The public should continue to practice prevention
and get vaccinated, the Ministry said.Public Health Minister Daniel Salinas on
Wednesday also confirmed
through social media that to
the already circulating
subvariants in Uruguay, officials were adding XBB.1 and
DL.1, which were all Omicron variants that "could be
part of the current increase
in cases".
On Monday, the Health
Ministry said 8,216 new

US reports nearly 48,000
weekly child Covid-19 cases
Los Angeles, Dec 29
(IANS) Nearly 48,000 child
Covid-19 cases were reported in the US in the week
ending December 22, the
third consecutive weekly
rise in child cases, according
to the latest report by the
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the
Children's
Hospital
Association.Nearly 15.2 million children in the country
had tested positive for
Covid-19 since the onset of
the pandemic, Xinhua news
agency reported.Nearly

165,000 of these cases had
been added in the past four
weeks, and the reported
cases were likely a "substantial undercount" of Covid-19
cases among children, said
the report.It is important to
recognise there are immediate effects of the pandemic
on children's health, but importantly we need to identify and address the longlasting impacts on the
physical, mental, and social
well-being of this generation of children and youth,
said the AAP.

5

Covid-19 cases were registered in the country during
the week of December 18 to
24, up 66 per cent from the
previous week. Last week
also saw 10 deaths from the
coronavirus in Uruguay.

Canberra, Dec 29 (IANS)
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese has
promised a referendum on
establishing an Indigenous
voice to Parliament will be
held within 12 months.
Addressing the annual
Woodford Folk Festival on
Wednesday, Albanese told
the crowd that the referendum will have been held by
this time next year.
The referendum will ask
Australians if they support
an alteration to the Constitution that would establish
an Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Voice to act as
an advisory body to Parliament, Xinhua news agency
reported.
"This is an opportunity
for all of us to be a part of
enriching our nation and
being even stronger in the
future," the Prime Minister

'Inside the secret
world of Mrs Sunak'
By ASHIS RAY
London, Dec 29 (IANS)
Akshata Murthy, Indian
wife of British Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak, is slated
to appear on the cover of
the February issue of
Tatler, a 313-year-old international monthly magazine, which features glamour, fashion and society,
not to mention parties
and people.
The cover story is to be
entitled: "No 10's Chatelaine: INSIDE THE SECRET
WORLD OF MRS SUNAK".
The edition ? available
from January 5 ? will reportedly carry an extensive profile of Akshata,
fashion designer and venture capitalist daughter of
one of the founders of the
Bengaluru-based Indian
software giant Infosys, N.R.
Narayana Murthy, and
educationist and writer

Sudha Murthy.Meanwhile,
a news item in The Times
of December 28 was headlined "Akshata Murthy allows a peek behind the
curtains of 10 Downing
Street".Quoting John
Challis, an upholsterer
from Sunak's House of
Commons constituency of
Richmond in the northern
county of Yorkshire, the
paper indicated the
Sunaks will be living
among "far less glitz" than
the Johnsons.
For a start, the Sunaks
have opted to live in the
flat above the office below
at 10 Downing Street, instead of choosing the
larger apartment atop No
11 (which downstairs has
the office of the Chancellor of the Exchequer),
which UK Prime Ministers
have tended to grab since
1997.

said."This will give respect to
First Nations people, and it
will enhance both the way
Australians see ourselves,
and the way we are seen by

the world."In order to be
successful, the referendum
must achieve a double majority, meaning more than
half of all voters nationally

and a majority in at least
four out of six states must
vote in favour.
Only eight of the 44 referendums in Australian history have been carried out.
Polling has suggested
that the voice was on track
to be passed.
Ahead of the vote, the
Opposition has called for
the government to release
more details on how the
voice will function.
However, Indigenous
Australians Minister Linda
Burney said its rules and
functions would be determined after the vote if it is
successful."The people will
vote on the principle, for Indigenous people to be guaranteed a fairer say on the
laws and policies made
about them, and parliament
will legislate the detail," she
added. --IANS

Consumer gas prices in Germany
to remain high for most of 2023:
Minister
Berlin, Dec 29 (IANS) Gas prices for consumers
in Europe's largest economy will remain high for
another year in the wake of the energy crisis,
Germany's Minister for Economic Affairs and Climate
Action, Robert Habeck has said."I hope that things
will already be better toward the end of 2023,"
Habeck told the German Press Agency (dpa) on
Wednesday. However, he added: "We will still have
to endure higher prices."After that period,
Germany's LNG infrastructure will likely be developed enough that sufficient replacements for Russian gas can be imported, thereby also regulating
prices, he added.
Gas prices in Europe have already fallen significantly, after peaking at the end of August. European
TTF (Title Transfer Facility) gas futures were trading
at around 80 euros ($85) per megawatt hour on
Wednesday, down from nearly 350 euros, Xinhua
news agency reported.

Global gas demand expected to
decline by 65 bn cubic metre in
2022: Gazprom
Moscow, Dec 29 (IANS) The world's demand for
gas is expected to decrease by 65 billion cubic metre
in 2022, with 55 billion cubic metre falling on the 27
European Union countries, head of Russian gas giant Gazprom Alexei Miller said.
According to preliminary estimates, the decline
in global gas demand in 2022 is equal to 65 billion
cubic metre, and "55 billion cubic metre from these
65 billion fall on the 27 European countries,"
Gazprom said in a statement, citing Miller as speaking at a year-end meeting on Wednesday.
Miller said 2022 turned out to be very difficult,
with energy markets experiencing great changes,
noting that at the start of the year, such changes
could be described as extreme volatility, and by the
end of the year, it became clear that the markets
were undergoing turbulence, Xinhua news agency
reported.

Zelensky discusses Ukraine's
reconstruction with BlackRock
CEO
Kiev, Dec 29 (IANS) Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky discussed his country's postconflict reconstruction with Larry Fink, Chief Executive Officer of BlackRock, one of the world's leading
investment managers, the presidential press service
reported.
During a conversation through video link,
Zelensky thanked Fink for the work of a BlackRock
team that had prepared a project to advise the
Ukrainian government on how to structure
Ukraine's reconstruction funds, the report said on
Wednesday.They discussed prospects for channeling investment into the Ukrainian economy and
agreed to focus on coordinating the efforts of potential investors, and also talked about the possible
visit of certain BlackRock leaders to Ukraine next
year, the report added as quoted by Xinhua news
agency report.

Spain keen to support UN peace
operations in Lebanon: PM
Beirut, Dec 29 (IANS) Visiting Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has affirmed his country's keenness to support the work of the UN Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL), the National News Agency
reported.The Prime Minister's remarks came during
his visit to Beirut, capital of Lebanon, where he also
inspected the Spanish battalion operating within
the framework of UNIFIL, Xinhua news agency
reported.Sanchez praised Lebanon for hosting Syrian refugees and expressed his understanding of
"Lebanon's insistence to guarantee the voluntary
return of the displaced to their homeland," noting
Spain would make every effort "through the European Union to support Lebanon in this regard.

Window for reviving nuclear deal
not to open forever: Iranian FM
Tehran, Dec 29 (IANS)
The Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
has warned that the window for achieving an agreement on the revival of a
2015 nuclear deal won't remain open forever, official
news agency IRNA reported.
"The window for a
nuclear agreement is open
today, but ... if the other
sides, especially the US, do
not give up hypocrisy and
the West does not act realistically," Amir-Abdollahian
told IRNA in Muscat, capital
of Oman, following meetings with Oman's Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik and other
senior officials on Wednesday.
Commenting on his
meeting with the EU's foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell on the sidelines of a
regional conference in
Jordan's capital Amman last
week, Amir-Abdollahian
said the EU, as the coordinator of the nuclear talks, is
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continuing its efforts,
Xinhua news agency reported.
During his meeting with
the Omani sultan earlier in
the day, the Iranian Foreign
Minister said Iran welcomes
any initiative by Oman to
help reach "a good, robust
and lasting nuclear agreement".
In a video that emerged
last week, US President Joe
Biden said the nuclear deal
with Iran was "dead," but he
would not announce it publicly. Iran signed the nuclear
deal, formally known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), with
world powers in July 2015,
agreeing to put some curbs
on its nuclear programme in
return for the removal of the
sanctions on the country.
The US, however, pulled out
of the deal in May 2018 and
reimposed its unilateral
sanctions on Iran, prompting the latter to reduce
some of its nuclear.

The environmental non-profit Vital Impacts is
selling over 100 stunning photos to benefit the Jane
Goodall Institute's Roots and Shoots youth program.
The shots were taken by a series of renowned nature photographers, including Jimmy Chin, Beth
Moon, Steve McCurry, Xavi Bou, and David Doubile.
The photos were taken all over the world, and include images of sleeping sperm whales, posing polar bears, swimming elephants, and mountain lions
lurking beneath the Hollywood sign. The proceeds
of the sales go to Goodall's organization, along with
an environmental-photography mentorship program organized by Vital Impacts.
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Australia's Cameron Green targets
India tour return from finger injury

PCB selectors name Sharjeel
Khan, Shan Masood in 22probables for New Zealand ODI
Karachi, Dec 29 (IANS) Continuing with their
policy of bringing back seasoned players that have
been in the wilderness for the last few years, the
Shahid Afridi-led interim selection committee of the
Pakistan Cricket Board has included opener Sharjeel
Khan and left-handed batter Shan Masood among
a list of probables for the upcoming One-day International (ODI) series against New Zealand.
The men's interim national selection committee
has also named six uncapped players in 22
probables for the three ICC Men's Cricket World Cup
Super League matches against New Zealand, which
will be played here at the National Bank Cricket
Arena on January 9, 11 and 13.
In a release on its official website, the PCB said
the selectors will announce the 16-player squad following the conclusion of the Pakistan Cup and during the second Test, which will also be played here
from January 2-6.

MCC chief reveals about
initiating inquiry on hosting
India-Pakistan Test at the MCG

Cody Gakpo (left) has revealed the role Virgil van Dijk (right centre and far right) played in convincing
him to join Liverpool, as he completed his move from PSV Eindhoven for an initial £37million that will rise to
£44m with add-ons. Gakpo completed his medical on Wednesday and will be officially ratified as a Liverpool
player once he receives his work permit. However, he was quick to praise the role of fellow Holland international and Liverpool defensive kingpin Van Dijk who was at the club's AXA training centre to greet him. 'We
spoke a lot over the phone [in] the last days,' said Gakpo, who will wear the number 18 shirt that was once
the property of Michael Owen and his compatriot Dirk Kuyt. Liverpool moved for Gakpo once they became
aware rivals such as Manchester United did not have the budget to compete in this window.

Melbourne, Dec 29 (IANS) On seeing the unprecedented success of the India-Pakistan Super 12
match in the T20 World Cup, the Melbourne Cricket
Club (MCC) chief Stuart Fox revealed that he has
initiated conversations about hosting a Test match
between the two nations at the MCG.
India and Pakistan have not played a Test match
against each other since 2007 when the former won
by 1-0 at home. The two countries have not played
against each other in bilateral international cricket
outside of the ODI, T20 World Cups, Champions Trophy and Asia Cup since 2013.
Speaking to the SEN Test cricket show during
day four of the Australia-South Africa Test at the
MCG, Fox expressed interest in hosting a Test match
between India and Pakistan after 90,293 fans
packed the MCG on October 23 and got their
money's worth as the match was decided in a lastball thriller in India's favour, with Virat Kohli playing
an unbeaten knock for ages.

Premier League: Haaland brace helps Man City
beat Leeds, close in on table-toppers Arsenal
Leeds, Dec 29 (IANS)
Erling Haaland scored a
brace of goals as Manchester City produced another
fine display to beat Leeds
United 3-1 at Elland Road
and inched closer to tabletoppers Arsenal in the English Premier League.
Rodri had put the Citizens ahead in the
first half added
time
while
Haaland struck in
the 51st and 64th
minute to pocket
three points for
Manchester City.
Pascal Struijk
(73rd) scored the
lone consolation
for Leeds. With
this away win,
City moved to 35
points from 15 games and
are five behind leaders Arsenal, who too made a winning start after the FIFA
World Cup break.
The brace of goals
meant Haaland notched up
his 20th Premier League
goal in record time, reaching
the milestone in just 14
matches. He improved on

Prithvi Shaw responds with
poetry after another snub from
the selectors
Mumbai, Dec 29 (IANS) Decisions taken by selectors in Indian cricket usually lead to controversies and every time a team is announced, it leads to
heartache in some quarters and raises huge discussions among fans and experts.
With BCCI and the selectors rarely giving reasons
for their decisions, players are usually left disappointed and frustrated.
On Wednesday when the BCCI announced the
Indian men's teams for the T20I and ODI series
against the visiting Sri Lanka in January, many big
names like Virat Kohli and Shikhar Dhawan were
missing from the ODI squad while Rohit Sharma,
Kohli and K.L Rahul were kept out of the T20I squad
Nowadays with both the BCCI and the selectors
not entertaining questions on selection issues and
rather making the announcements through press
releases, the players too are not clear whether they
were rested or dropped or why they were ignored.

the record held by Kevin
Phillips, who needed 21
matches to get to the milestone. Others in the list are
Fernando Torres (27) and
Alan Shearer (29).
Pep Guardiola's side
started superbly, playing
some exceptional one- and
two-touch football. And

they were nearly rewarded
for their early efforts, almost
ahead inside 40 seconds
when Nathan Ake's fine pass
set Erling Haaland free, but
Leeds goalkeeper Illan
Meslier denied the striker's
attempted lob with an excellent one-handed save.
Kevin De Bruyne curled
an effort wide of the post

from just outside the area
after being found by Rico
Lewis, and the Belgian's
cross was inches away from
Ilkay Gundogan's head who
surely would have scored if
the ball had been more accurate, according to information published on the
club's official website.
Meslier denied
Haaland again on the
half-hour mark, rushing from his line to
smother the striker
who had been put in
the clear by De
Bruyne, and seconds
later Jack Grealish
somehow turned the
ball over from six
yards out after Riyad
Mahrez's superb ball
to the back post. City
missed many clear chances
- and two more went begging in quick succession before the half-time break.
With seconds remaining in
the first half, Leeds committed men forward for one of
the first times in the half as
they went in search of what
would have been the ultimate sucker punch. But City

won the ball back and produced a slick move that
ended with Mahrez's shot
being well saved by the excellent Meslier, only for
Rodri to tap home into the
empty net.

Melbourne, Dec 29
(IANS) Set to miss the third
and final Test of the ongoing
series against South Africa
at Sydney, Australian allrounder Cameron Green is
targetting to return for the
tour of India in February
2023.
Green broke a bone in
his finger after being stuck
by a rising Anrich Nortje delivery while
batting late on
the second
day of the ongoing second
Test against
the Proteas
and was forced
to retire hurt.
Scans have revealed that Green has a
small fracture to his right index finger and Australia
won't take any risks with the
in-form 23-year-old ahead
of a hectic upcoming schedule. That's the reason he has
been pulled out of the
Sydney Test.
Green did return to bat
in Australia's first innings on
Wednesday after the hosts
lost four wickets for 45 runs
in Wednesday's morning
session and completed a
courageous half-century
that helped Australia eventually reach 575/8 declared
in their first innings and give
Australia an overall lead of
386.
Green, despite his frac-

tured finger and it proved to
be an ideal foil for Alex
Carey (111), who reached
his half-century in 66 balls
as Australia added 93 runs
in the session and their lead
ticked towards 300.
Once Carey was eventually dismissed for 111 to
Marco Jansen, Green
showed his batting skill and
hit a 170-ball half-century
despite being ruled out
of the next
Test with a
finger fracture
sustained on
Tuesday.
Though
Green is set
to miss the Sydney Test
against South Africa and
playing for Perth Scorchers
in the Big Bash League, the
23-year-old is hopeful of
being fit for the four-Test
Border Gavaskar Trophy
tour which gets underway
in early February.
On Wednesday after the
match, Green did not
specify a precise return date
but hopes next week's final
Sydney Test is the only
match he will miss.
"It obviously hurts not
playing for Australia. I've
played every game since I
debuted so it's going to feel
a bit weird watching Test
cricket from home," said
Green.

Australia pacer Josh Hazlewood declares
himself fit for Sydney Test against South Africa
Melbourne, Dec 29
(IANS) Australia's right-arm
fast bowler Josh Hazlewood
has declared himself fit for
the Sydney Test against
South Africa after being
ruled out of the Boxing Day
Test due to a side strain.
Hazlewood has been
out of action after playing
against the West Indies in
the Perth Test. He then ruled
himself out of the Boxing
Day Test against South Africa on Christmas day when
suggesting he was underdone, as local lad Scott
Boland retained his spot in
the playing eleven.
Now with Cameron
Green and Mitchell Starc
suffering finger injuries at

the MCG, it means that two
spots are up for grabs in the
Australian Test playing
eleven. "At this stage, I am
(available). I've got a few
more overs to bowl during
this game in the nets, I had
a good hit out two days
ago.""All the signs are good
and I feel ready and fit.. For
this game, If I could bank on
less than 30 overs today
( Thursday) I would have
been sweet. But if it goes
deep? especially with
Greeny (Cam Green) going
down, 40 overs might have
been a stretch so made the
call before the game," said
Hazlewood to the SEN Test
cricket show.Asked if he will
come in as a replacement

for Starc, Hazlewood, who
has picked 217 wickets in 58
Tests, did not have a definite
answer for the same. "I think
I'll be right, yeah. I haven't
had a chat to them, but before this game, I had a good
chat with them over a few
days and it ended up being
my call for the game, so I feel
in a good position."The New
Year's Test at the Sydney
Cricket Ground commences
on January 4, with Australia
looking to get a 3-0 clean
sweep over a toothless
South Africa. At the MCG,
Australia thrashed South Africa by an innings and 182
runs, securing their first
home Test series win against
the Proteas since 2005/06.

Business &Technology

Market in 2023 Perspective: Key Themes & Preferred
Ideas: Motilal Oswal Broking and Distribution
Mumbai, India outshined global markets in the
year 2022, as it stood resilient to several global
headwinds like; high inflation, rising interest rates, currency swings, geopolitics
uncertainties and the onslaught of FII selling. This resilience has been led by several structural tailwinds
which has placed India in a
bright spot on the world
map.
Despite a roller-coaster
ride, Nifty gained 7% (as of
12th Dec) for the year as
compared to 10-20% fall in
most of the global indices.
Infact it touched a fresh life
high of 18,888 in Nov’22.
Nifty Midcap index too remained resilient and gained
7% YTD. However Nifty
Smallcap index faced the
major brunt with a fall of 11%. PSU Banks were clear
outlier, witnessing a rally of
72% in the year till date.
The driving force behind

India’s outperformance has
been:
1.
Pick up in capex by
Central Government which
revived Indian economy
from Covid-led slump and
2.
Strong consumption demand which reflected in the buoyant domestic macro data points.
GST collection stood above
Rs1.4 lakh crore for 8th consecutive month while e-way
bill generation has remained above 7 crore since
Mar’22. Combination of
these factors have resulted
in strong corporate earnings growth of 24% CAGR
over FY20-22. Other economic indicators like GDP
and PMI too recovered well
post pandemic and has
maintained its strength
since then. This reflected in
the credit growth upcycle
which has been growing at
decadal high of more than
15% for past few months.
Cyclical upturn in many

sectors (Real estate, Auto,
Banking, Telecom etc.), and
industry consolidation have
led capacity utilization to
recover to long term average of 75% which is expected to fuel fresh private
investment. In addition, rising scope of outsourcing on
account of China+1 and Europe+1, along with various
government initiatives like
Atmanirbhar Bharat, Make
in India will propel manufacturing contribution to GDP
higher from current 15%. On
the other hand, Inflation
which has been a concern
so far has tumbled to an 11month low of 5.88%
(Nov’22) and has fallen under RBI’s mandated tolerance band of 2-6%. Thus
going ahead, with accelerated push by Centre towards capex and expected
revival in private investment
along with peaking inflation, Nifty earnings are expected to remain robust

and grow at 17% CAGR over
FY22-24.
India stands out like an
oasis in the desert, where
rest of world is facing multiple challenges. Domestic
flows too have remained
strong and now FIIs have
turned buyers. Nifty now
trades at a 1-year forward P/
E of 20x, which seems fair, in
our view.
As we step into CY23,
the global factors, like
recessionary fears, geo-political risks and rising covid
cases in China could keep
the equity markets volatile.
US Fed policy actions in
2023 along with RBI’s would
hold importance where any
moderation might encourage markets to pick up momentum. We expect two
themes to play out in CY23
viz. credit growth and capex
and thus sectors like BFSI,
capital goods, infrastructure,
cement, housing, defence,
railways could be in focus.

New Homes sales grew by 50%, new supply by 101% in 2022 on
the back of positive buyers’ sentiment: PropTiger.com report

Mumbai, Residential real
estate sales in India have
breached 2021 levels by far,
witnessing a 50 per cent YoY
growth. New launches further strengthened during
2022 and registered a
growth of 101% YoY with a
total of 4,31,510 new homes
launched during the calendar year 2022, said the latest
report by PropTiger.com,
the country’s leading online
real estate brokerage company.
According to the report
titled Real Insight Residential – Annual Round-up 2022
(January - December), a total of 3,08,940 units were
sold in 2022 as compared to
2,05,940 units sold in 2021.
The figures include the sales
numbers for all four quarters
in both calendar years for
the top eight cities including Ahmedabad, Bangalore,
Chennai,
Hyderabad,
Kolkata,
Delhi-NCR
(Gurugram, Noida, Greater

Noida, Ghaziabad and
Faridabad), MMR (Mumbai,
Navi Mumbai & Thane) and
Pune.
A total of 4,31,510 units
were launched in 2022 registering a sharp growth of
101 per cent YoY as against
2021. New launches witnessed a multi-year high,
registering a 6 per cent increase as compared to 2015
levels. Mumbai has been
the frontrunner in terms of
new supply in 2022, taking
a share of 39 per cent in the
overall launches, followed
by Pune and Hyderabad
which took a share of 18 per
cent and 19 per cent respectively.
This improvement in key
growth metrics for the sector, the second-largest employment generator in India
after agriculture, could
largely be attributed to improved consumer sentiment on the back of renewed importance of home

SVS Ventures's Rs. 11.24 crore public issue on BSE SME Hester acquires technology Amazon starts
delivering orders
platform opens for subscription on December 30
from ICAR – NIHSAD

Mumbai, Public issue of
SVS Ventures Ltd – one of
the fastest growing real estate consulting firm is
scheduled to open for subscription on December 30.
Company received approval
to launch its public issue on
BSE SME Exchange Platform.
Company is planning to
raise Rs. 11.24 crore through
initial public offering to support its expansion plans for
meeting working capital requirements, general corporate purposes for the
company's business activities. First Overseas Capital
Ltd is the lead manager of
the issue. Public issue will
close on January 4.
The initial public offering will comprise a fresh Issue of 56.22 lakh equity
shares of face value Rs. 10
each at a price of Rs. 20 per
share (including a premium
of Rs. 10 per equity share)
aggregating Rs. 11.24 crore.
Minimum lot size for the
application is 6,000 shares

which translates in to Rs.
1.20 lakh per application.
Retail allocation for the IPO
is 50% of the net offer. Post
issue promoter group holding in the company will be
66.66% from 90.49% before
the public issue.
Proceeds of the public
issue will be utilised to support company's expansion
plans. Rs. 8.04 crore to be
utilised towards meeting
working capital requirements, Rs. 2.60 crore towards general corporate
purposes.
Commenting on the development, Mr. Shashikant
Sharma, Promoter & Managing Director, SVS Ventures
Ltd said, "Company has
achieved phenomenal
growth since its inception
and has excellent market
acceptance.
Our Company aims to
grow in size from his rich
experience, expert in-sight
of the industry and expand
its operations. Our Company

is currently focusing on opportunities to build a brand
in real estate sector. Along
with business expansion we
have continued to achieve
operational efficiencies to
remain cost competitive
and achieved competitive
edge. We are hopeful that
after the proposed public
issue, we will be able to execute our growth strategy in
a manner that creates exponential value for all stakeholders."
SVS Ventures primarily
operates in and around
Ahmedabad, Gujarat. In
2021, the company entered
into a business takeover
agreement in April with
Erstwhile Proprietary Firm
M/s Vijay & Co. of Mr.
Shashikant Vedprakash
Sharma. With this business
takeover, SVS intends to develop versatile projects by
focusing on innovative architecture, strong project
execution and quality construction.

to develop a Low Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(H9N2 strain) Inactivated Vaccine for poultry
Ahmedabad, Hester has signed an agreement towards
receiving indigenously developed technology from Indian
Council of Agricultural Research - National Institute of High
Security Animal Diseases (ICAR-NIHSAD), for the development and commercialization of the Low Pathogenic Avian
Influenza (H9N2 strain) Inactivated Vaccine for poultry.
The agreement was signed on 27 December 2022 at
the office of Agrinnovate India, New Delhi. Agrinnovate is a
government entity that acts as an interface between ICAR
and the stakeholders in the agriculture sector, which includes technology transfers for vaccine manufacturing in
the veterinary sector. Low Pathogenic Avian Influenza H9N2
Strain causes comorbidity in poultry flocks throughout the
year, leading to huge economic losses to the poultry farmers. The disease generally has low mortality rate up to 6%
but can increase significantly in the presence of other infections. It could also lead to an irreversible egg production drop
(up to 50%) in layer birds and a performance loss in broilers.
This indigenously developed inactivated H9N2 vaccine for
poultry is developed using a local isolate, thereby ensuring
that the vaccine is made from the local strain and not by
importing any exotic strain. Hester has plans to launch this
Vaccine by the end of 2023 after completing the required
field studies and obtaining regulatory approvals. Besides
supplying the vaccine within India, Hester intends to export
this vaccine to African and Asian countries through Hester’s
own distribution network, where the demand for this vaccine has already been established.
CMYK

by drones in US
states

San Francisco, Dec 29
(IANS) E-commerce giant
Amazon has started delivering orders by drones in the
US states of California and
Texas with an aim to fly out
packages to customers'
homes within an hour.
Recently, customers in
Lockeford, California and
College Station, Texas, had
received a small number of
parcels delivered by a drone
using the company's 'Amazon Prime Air' drone service,
reports The Verge.
"Our aim is to safely introduce our drones to the
skies. We are starting in
these communities and will
gradually expand deliveries
to more customers over
time," Amazon Air spokesperson Natalie Banke said in
a statement.In 2020, the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) gave the company 'Part 135' approval to
send packages by drone.

ownership during the pandemic, and sustained economic recovery post-pandemic.
Mumbai, Pune lead
property demand in 2022
The data and insights for
2022 suggest that demand
has grown both sequentially and yearly in all four
quarters of the year. The
western markets Mumbai
and Pune continued to
show maximum traction,
taking a combined share of
56 per cent in overall sales
in 2022.
In Q4 2022, residential
demand was at par with the
pre-pandemic levels of
2019. With 80,770 units sold
in the final quarter of 2022,
the demand registered 19
per cent growth over Q4
2021.
"Despite the industry's
numerous challenges, housing sales have rebounded
strongly this year. It is worth
noting that the industry is

seeing higher demand and
favorable sentiments. Despite the steady climb in
home loan interest rates,
customers have been interested in locking in lower
prices rather than fretting
about mortgage interest
rates, which is also evident
from our Consumer Sentiment Survey which indicated that homebuyers
have been positive about
the economy and their future earnings throughout
2022.” said Vikas Wadhawan,
Group CFO, Housing.com,
Makaan.com
&
PropTiger.com.
Ms. Ankita Sood, Head
of
Research,
Prop
Tiger.com, Housing.com &
Makaan.com said, “2022
has ended with a thumping note for residential realty, and this is only the
beginning of the much
awaited up-cycle which is
being witnessed after a
decade.

Ambanis’ son Anant
engaged to Radhika
Merchant in Rajasthan
Mumbai, Dec 29 (IANS) Industrialist Mukesh Ambani
and Nita Ambani’s son Anant Ambani got engaged to
Radhika Merchant, daughter of Viren Merchant and Shaila
Merchant, in Rajasthan on Thursday, an official said here.
The ‘roka’ (betrothal) ceremony was performed at the
famed Shrinathji Temple at NathDwara in the desert state
on Thursday.
It was attended by the Ambani and Merchant families
and friends, and priests of the temple blessed the excited
young couple. Known to each other for a few years, Anant
and his fiancee Radhika spent the day at the temple seeking Lord Shrinathji’s blessings for their upcoming union.
They also took part in the traditional Raj-bhogshringaar ceremonies at the temple, and the two families
shall celebrate the happy engagement occasion later in the
day.
The engagement ceremony marks the formal journey
of their marriage in the coming months, and both families
have sought the blessings and good wishes of everyone
for Anant and Radhika as they commence their journey of
togetherness.
Anant Ambani completed his studies from Brown University, USA and is serving the Reliance Industries Ltd. board
in various capacities, including as a member on the boards
of Jio Platforms and Retail Retail Ventures, and currently
heads the RIL’s energy business. Radhika Merchant is a
graduate of New York University and is serving as a Director with Encore Healthcare.
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JK Lakshmi Cement becomes India’s first cement company Global foldable smartphone shipments
to deploy Green LNG trucks for transportation
to reach 22.7 mn units in 2023
Mumbai, JK Lakshmi Ce- carbon trail by operating in multiple steps to reduce

ment – one of India’s most
respected cement brands –
took a pioneering step in
the field of environment
conservation.
In a flag-off ceremony
held at the Company’s Sirohi
plant in Rajasthan, a fleet of
10 LNG trucks left for the
Company’s grinding unit at
Surat. With this, JK Lakshmi
Cement became the first Indian cement company to
use Green LNG trucks for
transporting its products.
The Company will increase
the fleet size of these LNG
trucks substantially in the
coming year. The flag-off
ceremony was attended by
the Company’s senior officials and other important
stakeholders.
JK Lakshmi Cement has
always been at the forefront
of initiatives to reduce its

an energy-efficient manner.
To advance its objective, JK
Lakshmi Cement has entered into a strategic partnership with Green Line Logistics for providing these
LNG trucks for transportation. The LNG trucks are
manufactured by Punebased Blue Energy Motors.
Elaborating on the initiative, Mr Arun Shukla, President & Director, JK Lakshmi
Cement Limited, said, “Our
country is aiming to reduce
the carbon intensity of its
economy by less than 45%
by the end of the decade
and to achieve net-zero
emissions by 2070. JK
Lakshmi Cement fully supports this vision as we believe in sustainable and responsible growth that benefits society and the environment. We have taken

both direct and indirect carbon emissions. Deploying
LNG trucks is our first step
towards sustainable transportation as LNG is an excellent green alternative for
fossil fuels that saves 35,000
Kg CO2 emissions per year
per truck. This initiative will
act as a game-changer for
the country’s cement transportation industry and help
facilitate the eventual transition towards a more circular economy.”
As a socially-responsible
company, JK Lakshmi Cement adheres to ESG norms
in its operations. Across all
activities, the Company remains committed to ensuring value for its customers
and other stakeholders, providing best-in-class products that are one step ahead
of the innovation curve.

New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS)
Global foldable smartphone
shipments are expected to
grow 52 per cent (YoY) in
FY2023 to reach 22.7 million
units, a report showed on
Thursday.Key drivers will be
Samsung and Chinese original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) looking to make
their mark, particularly in
Europe and China, according to Counterpoint
Research.For FY 2022, global
foldable shipments will
reach 14.9 million units. Cumulative shipments in Q1Q3 2022 grew 90 per cent
YoY to 9.5 million units.
However, global foldable smartphone shipment
growth is set to decline in
Q4 2022 due to global inflation and the economic
downturn."The numbers are
tiny when put in the context

We are empowering Reliance with new
leadership capital: Mukesh Ambani
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS)
Mukesh Ambani, Chairman
and Managing Director, Reliance Industries Limited
(RIL) said on Thursday that
Reliance has begun implementing two important
tasks of empowering young

leadership and young talent.
Speaking at the Reliance
Family Day event, Ambani
said, "First, we are empowering Reliance with new Leadership Capital especially
with Young Leadership. Second, we are enriching Reliance with new Talent Capital again, with Young Talent."
"I would like our leaders
to accelerate this process
throughout
the
organisation. All of us must
realise that the next big
cycle of growth in Reliance
will not be Resource-driven
but Innovation Driven",
Ambani said.
"Acutely aware of this
opportunity and responsibility, Reliance has embarked on a journey of comprehensive self-transformation. The end of 2022 is
when Reliance will have
crossed the half-way mark
of its Golden Decade. In five
years from now, Reliance will
complete its fifty years",
Ambani said.
"Under Akash's Chairmanship, Jio is rolling out
the world's best 5G network
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
HARSHABA
RAJENDRASINH ZALA to
HARSHABEN
RAJENDRASINH ZALA
Add. 17, Pushp Villa
Bunglows, Nr. Smruti Mandir,
Ghodasar, Isanpur,
Ahmedabad-380050
C001

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
PATEL HARDIKKUMAR
CHANDULAL to PATEL
HARDIKKUMAR
CHANDUBHAI
Add. Near Ramji Mandir,
At-Post- Malosan,
Ta-Vijapur
Dist. Meshana-382815
4161

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
CHANDULAL MANILAL
PATEL to CHANDUBHAI
MANILAL PATEL
Add. Near Ramji Mandir,
At-Post- Malosan,
Ta-Vijapur
Dist. Meshana-382815
4161A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
SHARMISTHABEN
PRAGNESHKUMAR PATEL
to SHARMISTHABAHEN
PRAGNESHKUMAR PATEL
Add. 13, Madhavbaug
Society, Naroda Ahmedabad
4164-B

across India at a pace, which
is faster than anywhere in
the world.Jio's 5G deployment will be complete in
2023", Ambani said.
But Jio Platforms should
now get ready for India's
next big opportunity - to

provide unique digital products and solutions to both
domestic and international
markets, he added.
"Under Isha, our Retail
business has grown rapidly.
It has emerged as one with
the widest and deepest
reach in India, across all
product baskets.
Most significantly, Reliance Retail has created over
two lakh new jobs last year,
becoming one of India's
leading employers", Ambani
said.
"With Anant joining this
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
BANGLAWALA
SHABANABANU MEHBOOB
to BANGLAWALA
SHABANABANU
MAHEBOOB
Add. E-3466, Mota
Dabhoiyawad, Near Fata
Talav, Bharuch
V033

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
SUBATRABEN POPATJI
THAKOR to
SUBHADRABEN POPATJI
THAKOR
Add. Dabhi Vas, At-Shilaj Tal.
Daskroi
Dist. Ahmedabad
4162

upcoming Next-Gen business, we are making rapid
progress in getting our Giga
Factories in Jamnagar ready.
From being India's largest and most valuable corporate, Reliance is now well
on its way to also becoming
India's 'Greenest' corporate",
Ambani said."2023 will also
be a Year of Renewal and
Revitalisation for Reliance
Foundation.
Under Nita's inspiring
leadership, Reliance Foundation is working on even
more ambitious new initiatives
in
education,
healthcare, sports, women's
empowerment and ecological conservation", Ambani
added. "Today we have
come together to celebrate
Reliance Family Day to pay
homage to our Founding
Chairman Shri Dhirubhai
Ambani and to revel in the
spirit of togetherness and
oneness as one large Reliance Family...Dhirubhai's
Family", Ambani said. "Years
will roll. Decades will pass.
Reliance will continue to
grow bigger and bigger, Like
the proverbial Banyan Tree",
Ambani said.

of the broader market, but
looking at the ever-important ultra-premium segment ($1,000 and above),
we're seeing foldable start
to take hold,a said Tarun
Pathak,
Director
of
Counterpoint's
global
smartphone practice.
"In that category, foldable hit double-digit shipment shares this year, and
we expect it to rise above 20
per cent in 2023," he added.
The global foldable market will likely see stronger
competition in 2023 as
more Chinese OEMs are expected to enter the space.
However, Samsung will
continue to lead the market.
HONOR, Motorola, and
Xiaomi are expected to enter the foldable smartphone
market outside China in earnest, said the report.

Most fired tech workers landing
new jobs in 3 months: Report
San Francisco, Dec 29
(IANS) In some cheer for
those who have lost jobs in
the ongoing funding winter
and global macro-economic
conditions, most laid-off tech
employees have landed new
jobs within three months of
starting their search.
The Wall Street Journal
reported, citing a ZipRecruiter
survey, that nearly 79 per cent
of terminated staff in the tech
industry landed a new job
within three months. It, whoever, did not divulge information on whether they got new
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Nykaa Appoints Sujeet Jain as
Chief Legal and Regulatory Officer
Mumbai, FSN E-Commerce Ventures Ltd
(NYKAA) today announces the appointment of
Sujeet Jain as their new Chief Legal and Regulatory
Officer to further strengthen Nykaa’s legal and governance frameworks. Sujeet brings to Nykaa over
25 years of experience in Telecom, Media and Technology (TMT) and diversified sectors, having held
leadership and senior management roles.
“Sujeet brings more than two decades of rich
expertise in developing legal, regulatory and IPR
strategies as well as supporting cross-border acquisitions. At this important juncture of Nykaa’s growth
story, Sujeet’s vast experience of working with technology-led organizations will be immensely valuable to us. In the spirit of keeping legal and compliance at the forefront of evolving governance frameworks, we are excited to bring Sujeet onboard to
strongly support Nykaa’s efforts.” said Falguni Nayar,
Founder and CEO Nykaa.
Commenting on his appointment, Sujeet Jain
said, “India is on the cusp of digital revolution and
Nykaa is playing an important role in the digital
ecosystem through its innovative platform and offerings. I am excited to be part of this next growth
phase of Nykaa. My holistic experience in TMT and
diversified sectors will enable me to lead and impact legal, IPR, and regulatory initiatives at Nykaa.”

Significant backend server
changes behind Twitter outage:
Musk
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS) As Twitter went down
for several users globally including in India, Elon
Musk on Thursday said the outage was because of
backend changes to make the micro-blogging platform faster.
Twitter was down for millions of users in the US,
India and other countries, with some facing problems signing in or accessing their accounts.
For some users, timelines did not refresh and
many accounts were shown as non-existent.
Musk said that "significant backend server architecture changes" have been rolled out."Twitter
should feel faster," he said in a tweet.A user responded: "Literally everyone on my feed says the
site feels broken.""Twitter is broken on the web,
won't let people log in," another posted.
The platform showed error messages to several
users, "Something went wrong, but don't fret -- it's
not your fault. Let's try again."According to
downdetector.com, a website that monitors online
outages, around 10,000 reports noted for Twitter
across the US.Earlier this month, Twitter came back
to life after suffering a brief outage globally, including in India, as Elon Musk said "Twitter is speeding
up".The outage had hit both the Twitter mobile app
and the desktop version.The microblogging platform was down for several hours in November too
as Musk took over.

Hassan (Karnataka), Dec 29 (IANS) Karnataka
Madyapriyara Horata Sangha (Karnataka Liquor
Lovers Struggle Association) has demanded the
state government to ensure the safety and welfare
of tipplers or ban liquor in the state.
The association held a conference recently in
this regard and the video went viral on social media. Venkatesh Borehalli, the President of the registered association demanded a dedicated package
for liquor lovers from the government.
He demanded that
the government should
conduct
health
checkup camps for
them and bear medical
expenses for liver complications. In case of
death, the tipplers
should get compensation, he maintained.
The liquor gives good revenue to the government, however the welfare of alcoholics is neglected. The association has also invited the Minister for Excise K. Gopalaiah for the inaugural event
at Arsikere town.The minister is yet to confirm dates,
he says.Venkatesh also explained that he was also
inviting the Excise Commissioner to organise a
seminar on safe drinking.
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jobs on the same, above or
lower pay packages as the industry is reeling under several
pessimistic factors, which will
continue in 2023. Nearly four
in 10 previously laid off tech
workers found jobs less than
a month after they began
searching, the survey found.
"Despite the widespread layoffs, hiring freezes, and costcutting taking place in tech,
many tech workers are finding reemployment remarkably quickly," Julia Pollak,chief
economist at ZipRecruiter,
was quoted as saying.

Business Brief

Ensure our safety, welfare:
K'taka Liquor Lovers Association
to govt

Twitter web faces major outage
across US

I have changed my old name
from
ILESHKUMAR KANTILAL
BRAHMBHATT to
ILESHKUMAR KANTILAL
BAROT
Add. 19, Jayveer Nagar
Society, Near S.T. Stand
Patan
4164-C

I have changed my old name
from
MANIJULABEN
CHANDULAL PATEL to
MANJULABEN
CHANDUBHAI PATEL
Add. Near Ramji Mandir,
At-Post- Malosan,
Ta-Vijapur
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Meanwhile, Huawei,
OPPO, and vivo are expected to launch new foldable products in 2023.
"In 2023, competition is
set to intensify in the global
foldable smartphone market as the number of participating OEMs will increase," said Senior Analyst
Jene Park.According to
Park, Apple remains absent
from our short-term forecasts, but they're known for
taking its time.
"For now, it's just a waiting game on guidance and
listening to the rumour mill
like the rest of the market,"
Park added.
Apple may reportedly
launch
its
foldable
smartphone 'iPhone Fold'
by 2025, which is expected
to feature a flexible OLED
display.
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San Francisco, Dec 29 (IANS) Micro-blogging
platform Twitter on Thursday faced a major outage
across the US on the web version.
The platform showed error messages to several
users, "Something went wrong, but don't fret -- it's
not your fault. Let's try again."
According to downdetector.com, a website that
monitors online outages, around 10,000 reports
noted for Twitter across
the US.Taking to the micro-blogging platform
many users reported the
issue.While one user
asked, "Is Twitter down on
PC or am I just getting
crazy?", another said,
"Twitter just logged me
out of my desktop version. I go to log in and it says
I'm already logged in and gives me this message.
Anybody else's doing this?"
In July, the micro-blogging platform suffered a
mega outage as several users across the world had
error messages like "this page is down".

Google working on option to
block insecure HTTP downloads
in Chrome
San Francisco, Dec 29 (IANS) Tech giant Google
is reportedly working on a new security option to
block insecure hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP)
downloads in Chrome.
Hypertext transfer protocol secure (HTTPS), an
extension of HTTP, has become very common across
the web, reports 9To5Google.
Earlier, it was only
used with privacy-sensitive websites like banks
that needed to be secured with HTTPS encryption, however, now it
has effectively become
the default.Moreover, the browser now marks any
older HTTP website as 'Not Secure' in the address
bar.Chrome also blocks secure websites from using
insecure web forms or offering insecure downloads.
This combination of secure and insecure elements
is known as 'mixed content'.In the beginning, the
new option to block insecure HTTP downloads will
be locked behind a Chrome flag.Later on, it is expected to be available as part of the "Always use
secure connections" toggle, which was introduced
in June, the report said.

Tender Notice No.12 of 2022/2023
GUJARAT HIGH COURT (R&B) DIVISION
On-line Tender for following 01 (One) work is invited by the
Executive Engineer, Gujarat High Court (R&B) Division, Gujarat High
Court Campus, Sola, Ahmedabad-380060 (Phone No.07927663457). costing total Estimated Rs.999.71 Lac from contractrors
Registered with Government of Gujarat in appropriate class. Tender
documents for this work can be seen on rnb.nprocure.com from
Dt.02/01/2023 & tender documents can be downloaded/ uploaded
up to Dt.31/01/2023, till 18.00 hrs.
Any Additions/Alternation/Corrigendum issued by this
office till the last date of uploading, will have to be considered
by the agency before quoting the rate in the tender and the
agency itself will be held responsible in this matter.
1 Online Tender shall be opened on Dt.01/02/2023 at 12.00 hrs. at
Circle office.
2 Tenders wil not be received by Hand Delivery/Regd.Post.
3 Other
particulars
can
be
seen
on
website
w w w.statetenders.gujart.gov.in OR contact the above
mentioned office.
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Lucknow to get sevenstorey 'Agri Mall' in 2023

News

in a Nutshell

UP Police gets special cover by
India Post
Lucknow, Dec 29 (IANS) In a first in Uttar Pradesh,
India Post will introduce a permanent pictorial cancellation seal along with special cover featuring the
facade of century-old B.R Ambedkar Police Academy situated in Moradabad, a statement said.
According to the statement, this is for the first
time in Uttar Pradesh that a department of the state
police was getting a special cover, picture postcard
and a special cancellation seal.
This new permanent pictorial cancellation will
replace regular stamps being used by the sub-post
office located in the campus of the Academy.
As per a statement issued in this regard, the director of the institute called it a "historic occasion"
wherein the Uttar Pradesh Police was being bestowed with a rare honour, which is symbolic of the
respect the institute commands.
While Rajender Pal Singh, DGP training directorate, would be the chief guest of the event on
Thursday, Sanjay Singh, postmaster general, Bareilly
region, had been invited as the guest of honour.
Senior police and administrative officers of
Moradabad and nearby areas would also be present
on the occasion.

Lucknow doctors save life of
patient with sepsis, ARDS
Lucknow, Dec 29 (IANS) Doctors of a private
medical college in Lucknow have managed to save
the life of an extremely critical patient suffering
from sepsis and acute respiratory distress syndrome
(ARDS).
The 28-year-old patient Salman Khan, was discharged earlier this week after remaining on vent
support for a month.
He was admitted with pneumonia with ARDS
with septic shock on November 26.
In-charge Era critical care unit, Dr Mustahsin
Malik said: "The patient was not able to breathe, so
we surgically made a hole on the neck and windpipe to make him breath. His vitals were maintained
through medication. Eventually, after 30 days we
managed to bring him into consciousness and after observation for two days he was discharged."

PM announces relief for victims
of Andhra stampede
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday announced an ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh from the PM Relief Fund (PMNRF) to
the kin of the seven people who died after falling
in a drainage canal in Andhra Pradesh's Nellore district during former Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu's roadshow."Pained by the mishap at a public meeting in Nellore, Andhra Pradesh. Condolences to the bereaved families. May the injured recover soon. An ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh from PMNRF
would be given to the next of kin of each deceased
and the injured would be given Rs 50,000," Modi
tweeted on Thursday.

Jharkhand BJP President and Rajya Sabha MP Deepak Prakash releasing a publication at a press conference, in Ranchi on Thursday.UNI

ED attaches
assets worth Rs
1.88 cr of exOdisha govt
cleaning staffer
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS)
The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has said that they
had attached movable and
immovable assets worth Rs
1.88 crore belonging to
Lingaraj Jena, a former
cleaning assistant working
with the Odisha government, and others in connection with a case of disproportionate assets registered
by the Odisha Vigilance Directorate.
The ED initiated an investigation under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) on the basis
of an FIR registered against
Jena, the former 'Safei
Mohareer' (cleaning assistant), posted in the office of
Additional Sub-Collector
(settlement) in Puri district
by the Vigilance police station, Bhubaneswar, for offences committed under
Section 13(2) read with Section 13(1)(e) of the Prevention of Corruption Act.
The charge-sheet revealed that Jena, during the
relevant period, had "illicitly
enriched" himself and his
family members by acquiring assets disproportionate
to his known sources of income, to the tune of Rs 1.88
crore.

TN Police not to allow any public
celebration after 1 am on Jan 1
Chennai, Dec 29 (IANS)
The Tamil Nadu Police have
stated that no public celebrations will be allowed on
New Year's day after 1 a.m.
The state police will be
deploying 90,000 policemen on duty across the
state to maintain law and
order celebrations on the
New Year eve and early
morning of January 1. A total of 10,000 home guards
would also be deployed for
assisting the policemen.
A statement from the
office of the state DGP said
that vehicle checks would

be conducted across the
state and have informed the
public not to venture into
the seas during the celebrations.
The public, who are travelling long distances, has
been directed to stop after
every three hours and to
take rest before proceeding
further. Police have also advised the public to inform
the local police station if
they are travelling out of the
station by locking their
homes.
The statement also said
that all resorts/ hotels

PM to visit Bengal tomorrow, to
dedicate several projects to nation
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit West Bengal
on Friday to lay foundation
stone and dedicate to the
nation projects worth more
than Rs 7,800 crore there.
Ganga Council in
Kolkata.Modi will lay foundation stone and dedicate
to the nation multiple sewerage
infrastructure
projects in West Bengal
worth over Rs 2,550
crore.He will also flag off
Vande Bharat Express con-

necting Howrah to New
Jalpaiguri and will also inaugurate Joka-Taratala stretch
of Purple Line of Kolkata
Metro.In addition to this, the
Prime Minister will also lay
the foundation stone and
dedicate to the nation multiple railway projects including the laying of foundation
stone of redevelopment of
New Jalpaiguri railway
station.Modi will also inaugurate Syama Prasad
Mookerjee National Institute of Water and Sanitation.

should follow conditions
imposed by the police during the celebrations.
Police have also said that
adequate security has been
provided at the places of
worship and anyone who
creates any issues at these
places would be arrested.

Lucknow, Dec 29 (IANS)
The Yogi Adityanath government in Uttar Pradesh
would set up a state-of-theart 'Agri Mall' to facilitate the
marketing of farm products
in Lucknow during 2023, a
government spokesman
said.
According to the government spokesman, the
proposed seven-storey mall
in Gomti Nagar would be
spread over 8,000 square
metre and would provide a
robust market to the agricultural produce.
The 'Agri Mall' is required so that the farmers
get a fair price for their produce, branding of the product and proper market.
The mall will help farmers to sell their fruits and
vegetables directly.
"Good quality fruits, vegetables and foodgrains will
be available to the consumers. There should be necessary facilities for the farmers
and proper arrangements
for parking the vehicles of
farmers/buyers in the mall,"
the Chief Minister told
officials.Adityanath said several policy initiatives were
being taken by the state
government to promote agriculture
and
food
processing."Planned work is
also being done to encourage natural farming," he

added.
The 'Mandi Parishad'
was making concerted efforts keeping in view the interest of the farmers, the
Chief Minister said.
He noted that the agricultural mandis were making significant contribution
in revenue collection despite a minimised mandi
fee.
As per an estimate, the
Mandi Parishad earned Rs
972 crore between April
and November -- projecting
a good progress in relation
to the previous financial
years.
The Chief Minister said
that the parishad should
work with a target of collecting a revenue of Rs 1500
crore by the end of the current financial year in March
2023.
Stressing on the use of
tissue culture techniques in
agriculture, Yogi added that
to encourage this technique, a tissue culture laboratory should be established to promote banana
cultivation in Ayodhya.A
detailed proposal should be
prepared and presented in
this regard, he said.Testing
labs should be set up at all
divisional headquarters for
verification of organic and
natural products as per international standards.

Shah on 3-day visit to K'taka, BJP
plans to strengthen base in south
Bengaluru, Dec 29
(IANS) Union Minister for
Home and Cooperation
Amit Shah is arriving in
Karnataka on Thursday for a
three-day visit.
Shah is arriving in
Bengaluru at 10.20 p.m. at
the Yelahanka Air Base.
Mandya University has announced a holiday for two
days in the backdrop of
Shah's visit. He will participate in Jan Spandan Yatra
convention on December
30 in Mandya University
grounds.
Through the visit of
Shah, the party hopes to
strengthen its base in southern
parts
of
the
state.Through the visit of
Shah, the party hopes to

strengthen its base in southern parts of the state.v
The southern districts
have always been bastions
of JD(S) and Congress parties.The dominant Vokkaliga
community in the region
has been a source of
strength for the JD(S).
Though the BJP has attained majority in the state,
the saffron party never
achieved a simple majority
in the General Assembly
elections.
However, the party
managed to obtain a majority through 'Operation Lotus'. This time, the party is
working hard to emerge victorious from the region.
Dr. C.N. Ashwath
Narayan had stated that

Amit Shah would participate in programmes
organised to strengthen its
base in south Karnataka.
Shah is participating in
Jan Sankalp yatra at
Mandya, which is a stronghold of JD(S). The party
swept all the Assembly seats
in the last elections.
Through the efforts of
former
CM
B.S.
Yediyurappa's son B.Y.
Vijayendra and Minister
Ashwath Narayan, BJP managed to win K.R. Pet Assembly segment in re-elections.
Ashwath Narayan further stated that the objective of the high command is
to expand the base of the
party and get more legislators elected from the region.

Gold worth Rs 46 lakhs
Congress demands action against
at Hyderabad airport
Uzbekistan's cough syrup deaths claim seized
Hyderabad, Dec 29 valued around Rs 46.51

New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS)
The Congress on Thursday
slammed the Centre and demanded the "strictest" action against the Uzbekistan
government's claim that 18
children died in the Central
Asian nation after consuming cough syrup made by an
Indian manufacturer.
Taking to Twitter, Congress General Secretary
Jairam Ramesh said: "Made
in India cough syrups seem
to be deadly. First it was the
deaths of 70 kids in Gambia
& now it is that of 18 children in Uzbekistan. Modi
Sarkar must stop boasting
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez (1st L) inspects Spanish peacekeepers at 'Miguel de Cervantes' base in Marjayoun, southern Lebanon, on Dec. 28,
2022. Sanchez on Wednesday affirmed his country's keenness to support the
work of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), the National News Agency
reported. UNI

Professor suspended for demanding sexual
favours from female students in Gujarat
Rajkot (Gujarat), Dec 29
(IANS) A science professor
was suspended by the
M.V.M. Science and Home
Science College trustees on
Thursday for demanding
sexual favours from female
students.
The students had complained three months ago
to the college authorities
and the Anti-Sexual Harassment Committee, but no action was taken. It was only
after the media and students union took up the issue, that the college and the
committee decided to

probe.The college trustee
Parshottam Pipaliya told the
mediapersons on Thursday
that the science college professor, Sanjay Taraiya, has
been suspended with immediate effect. The decision
was taken after the AntiSexual Harassment Committee found enough evidence in the complaint and
submitted its finding to the
college trust.
Pipaliya has also assured
all support to the students
in filing criminal complaints
against the professor. He
said that if the girl students

Indian Army's first ever twostorey 3D printed dwelling unit
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS)
The Indian Army now has a
3D Printed House Dwelling
Unit, which is a disaster-resilient structure that complies with Zone-3 earthquake specifications and
green building norms.
The Army inaugurated
such a unit in Ahmedabad.
It is the first 3D Printed
House for Indian soldiers
and located at Ahmedabad
Cantt.
The Army said on Thursday that the technique
utilises a concrete 3D printer
that accepts a computerised
three-dimensional design
and fabricates a 3D structure in a layer-by-layer man-

ner by extruding a
specialised type of concrete
specifically designed for the
purpose.
This unique house has
ground plus one configuration. The dwelling unit has
been constructed by the
Military Engineering Services (MES) in collaboration
with MiCoB Pvt Ltd incorporating the latest 3D Rapid
Construction Technology,
the Indian Army officials
said.According to the Army,
the construction work of the
dwelling unit measuring 71
sqm with garage space was
completed in just 12 weeks
by utilising the 3D printed
foundation, walls and slabs.

did not want to file a complaint with the police, the
college would then take the
initiative and file the complaint against the professor.
The Rajkot chief of National Student Union of India, Brijrajsinh Rana told
IANS that the students had
complained three months
ago, but no action was
taken. "It was only after the
students union's representation that the committee
initiated the inquiry. NSUI
had also made a representation before Saurashtra
University to call for a report. Professor Taraiya had
offered good marks against
sexual favours from two girl
students," he alleged.--IANS

about India being a pharmacy to the world & take
strictest action."
In a statement, the
Uzbek Health Ministry had
said that "18 out of 21 children with acute respiratory
disease have died as a result
of taking Doc-1 Max syrup
manufactured by the Indian
company Marion Biotech
Pvt Ltd".
The Ministry further alleged that the victims "took
this drug at home for 2-7
days 3-4 times a day, 2.5-5
ml, which exceeds the standard dose of the drug for
children" before they were

A day after murder, Bengal Police arrest
Jharkhand actor's murdered husband
Kolkata, Dec 29 (IANS)
Investigation officers probing the murder of
Jharkhand- based actress
and YouTuber Riya Kumari,
arrested her husband,
Prakash Kumar on Thursday
morning.
The actor was shot dead
at point-blank range on the
national highway in Howrah
district of West Bengal early
Wednesday morning.
State police sources said
the arrest had been made
based on two factors. The
first factor was a complaint
lodged against Prakash
Kumar by the members of
the maternal family of the
deceased, who reached
Kolkata on Wednesday
night and filed a complaint
against Riya's husband. In
the complaint, the family
members of Riya Kumar,
who was second wife of
Prakash Kumar, have also

named the first wife of the
latter on this count.
The second factor that
prompted his arrest, said
state police sources, were
the inconsistencies in the
statements of Prakash
Kumar during his interrogation by the police on
Wednesday.It is learnt that
in the complaint filed by the
family members of the deceased it has been alleged
that Prakash Kumar was
jealous
about
the
deceased's impressive income from YouTube. As per
their allegations, he used to
humiliate and physically assault her regularly and, in
this process, his first wife
played the role of an instigator. It has also been alleged
that Prakash Kumar used to
forcefully take away a major
portion of her income from
erned from acting assignments and YouTube.

hospitalised.
The Centre is yet to respond to the allegation.
In October, the World
Health Organization (WHO)
had issued an alert for four
"contaminated" India-made
medicines, chiefly for paediatric use, identified in the
west African nation of The
Gambia and found to contain chemicals that were
toxic and potentially fatal
after 66 child deaths.
The four medicines -cough and cold syrups -were produced by the
Haryana-based Maiden
Pharmaceuticals Limited.

(IANS) Customs officials at
the Rajiv Gandhi International Airport here have
seized gold valued at over
Rs 46 lakhs from a passenger who arrived from Dubai,
officials said on Thursday.
Sleuths of the air intelligence unit of Hyderabad
Airport Customs intercepted the passenger coming from Dubai by Emirates
flight EK 528.
The passenger had concealed the gold in paste
form.
The total quantity of
seized gold was 827.7 grams

lakhs. Further investigation
is under progress.
This came a day after
customs officials intercepted a passenger who
had also arrived from Dubai
on an Air India flight.
He had concealed the
gold in paste form in undergarments, trousers.
The quantity of seized
gold was 704 grams valued
around Rs. 39.66 lakhs. Officials said further investigation was underway.
The airport has seen a
series of gold seizures this
month.

Kanimozi, Raja to be in-charge of
DMK preparations for 2024 LS polls
Chennai, Dec 29 (IANS)
DMK deputy general secretary and MP, Kanimozhi
Karunanidhi will be incharge of the election
preparations of the party for
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
Party leader and former
Union Minister A. Raja and
another Deputy General
secretary, I. Periyaswamy will
also be in-charge of the
elections.
Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu and Kanimozhi's
brother,
M.K. Stalin has already
announced that the party

and its alliance will win all 39
seats from Tamil Nadu and
the lone seat from
Puducherry.
Stalin has told the party
cadres to get maximum
votes from the strongholds
of the AIADMK and other
opposition parties and to
ensure that the party-led alliance is gaining maximum
seats.
In the 2019 Lok sabha
elections, DMK-led alliance
won 38 seats out of 39 seats
from Tamil Nadu with the
former Chief Minister, O.
Pannseerselvam's son, O.P.
Raveendranath being the

lone AIADMK winner from
the Theni Lok Sabha seat.
The Chief Minister, who
is also the president of the
DMK, has communicated to
the party cadres to bolster
social media activities to
boost the image of the party
in the run-up to the elections.
Sources in the DMK told
IANS that the Chief Minister
had told the cadres and
leaders to undertake the
election campaign projecting the Dravidian model of
governance and the welfare
schemes being undertaken
by the party.

Fight breaks out between two passengers
on Kolkata-bound Thai Smile Airways flight
New Delhi, Dec 29 (IANS)
A fight between two passengers broke out onboard
a Thai Smile Airways
Bangkok-India flight bound
for Kolkata, after one of
them refused to follow
cabin crew's safety instructions, according to reports.
A video of the fight between the two passengers
has gone viral, where the
cabin crew and some other
passengers can be seen trying to stop the fight.
The incident, according

to reports, occurred on December 26 prior to the
Kolkata- bound flight taking
off from Bangkok.
As per reports, the crew
asked the passengers to adjust their seats to the upright position for take-off, a
standard safety procedure
also followed on domestic
flights.
One of the passengers,
reports said, apparently refused to adjust his seat, citing backache.
When after repeated re-

quests by the crew that a
reclined seat can make
evacuation difficult in case
of an emergency, the passenger refused to comply
with safety instructions, another passenger who was
seated a few rows behind
the passenger in question,
came and a fight ensued
between
both
the
passengers.In a tweet today,
Thai
Smile
Airways
apologised for the incident.
"THAI Smile Airways
feels sorry for this.
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Palestinian fishermen go fishing at the Mediterranean Sea at sunset in Gaza
City, on Dec. 28, 2022. UNI

