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Month-long
campaign in UP
to mark 9 years
of Modi govt

Lucknow, May 17
(IANS) To mark nine years
of the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment at the Centre,
BJP in Uttar Pradesh will
hold a month-long state-
wide campaign starting
from May 30.

The party will hold
public meetings in every
Lok Sabha constituency of
the state and reach out to
the influential classes like
doctors, engineers, law-
yers and teachers by hold-
ing conferences at district
level.

The campaign will be
organised by frontal
wings of the party like
Yuva Morcha, Mahila
Morcha, Kisan Morcha,
Backward Class Morcha,
SC Morcha and Minority
Morcha.

Heat wave
continues in
Chennai, IMD
predicts high
temperatures
till Friday

Chennai, May 17
(IANS) With the heat wave
continuing in Chennai
and adjoining cities, the
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) said that
temperatures will remain
high till Friday.

In its latest forecast,
the IMD said that the tem-
perature will rise to at least
40 degrees Celsius in
Chennai.

The Department also
said that the maximum
temperatures recorded in
many areas of Tamil Nadu
on Tuesday was 2 to 3 de-
grees higher than the
normal.The temperature
in Chennai on Tuesday
was around 40.8 degree
Celsius.In Puducherry,
Karaikal and other north
Tamil Nadu areas, the tem-
perature was recorded be-
tween 35 to 41 degrees
Celsius.

Mizoram CBI
court sentences
ex-PWD official,
NRHM director
to 4 yrs in jail

New Delhi, May 17
(IANS) A Special CBI court
in Aizawl has awarded
four-year imprisonment
to N. Pallai, then Mission
Director of National Rural
Health Mission, and
L a l s a n g l i a n a
Chhakchhuak, then Execu-
tive Engineer, PWD, Gov-
ernment of Mizoram, in
connection with a case
pertaining to misappro-
priation of Rs 5.74 crore for
upgradation of the Civil
Hospital in the Mizoram
capital.

Upendra
Kushwaha gets
Z-category
security after
threat report

Patna, May 17 (IANS)
The Centre has provided
Rashtriya Lok Janata Dal
(RLJD) chief Upendra
Kushwaha with the Z-cat-
egory security following a
threat report from the In-
telligence Bureau (IB).

A group of 33 Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) commandos will
provide security to
Kushwaha in three shifts
in Bihar and Delhi.

Among the 33, six
PSOs will provide security
in three shifts, 12 escort
commandos and three
trained drivers.

Kushwaha separated
from Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar's JD(U) in
February this year and
formed Rashtriya Lok
Janata Dal (RLJD). --IANS

Behind Mamata olive branch to Congress, a saga of
stormy ties: Allies to ‘Ekla Chalo’, rivals to ‘unity’ bid

New Delhi,Two days af-
ter the Congress party’s re-
sounding victory over the
incumbent BJP in the
Karnataka Assembly elec-
tions, West Bengal Chief Min-
ister and Trinamool Congress
( TMC) supremo Mamata
Banerjee said her party will
support the Congress in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections
wherever it is
strong.However, the Con-
gress will also have to recip-
rocate this support to re-
gional parties in areas where
they are strong, Mamata said
Monday while clearing the
air over the TMC’s stand vis-

a-vis the Congress as well as
Opposition unity for the
grand 2024 battle.From be-
ing the Congress’s alliance
partner in the 2009 Lok
Sabha elections and the
2011 Bengal Assembly polls
to cutting ties with the Con-
gress in 2012 and adopting
an “Ekla Cholo” policy, to
poaching the Congress lead-
ers and targeting Rahul
Gandhi, to proposing a truce
to the grand old party now –
the relationship between
Mamata and the Congress,
her erstwhile party which
she left to found the TMC on
January 1, 1998, has all along

been tumultuous marked
with twists and turns so far.In
July 2008, when the CPI(M)-
led Left Front withdrew sup-
port from the Congress-led
UPA government on the
nuclear deal issue, Mamata,
then the TMC’s lone MP, rose
in support of the UPA gov-
ernment during its Sabha
polls, the Congress and the
TMC forged an alliance to
contest in Bengal, winning
together 26 seats as against
the Left’s 15. During the UPA
2.0 regime, Mamata became
the railway minister in Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh’s
Cabinet.

As Congress mulls over its Karnataka CM
choice, ex-BJP ministers target Siddaramaiah

New Delhi,While the
Congress leadership in
Delhi holds parleys be-
tween Siddaramaiah and D
K Shivakumar to decide who
will be the next chief minis-
ter of Karnataka, state Con-
gress president Shivakumar
on Wednesday received
support from unlikely quar-
ters.

Former ministers Dr K
Sudhakar and S T
Somashekar who were
among the 17 Congress and
Janata Dal (Secular) legisla-
tors to switch to the BJP in
2019 and topple the Con-
gress-JD(S) government al-
leged on Thursday that
Siddaramaiah, the former
Chief Minister, was respon-
sible for the collapse of the
coalition government, Both
of them are Vokkaligas, a
community to which
Shivakumar belongs. While

Sudhakar was the Medical
Education, and Health and
Family Welfare Minister in
the BJP government,
Somashekar was the Coop-
eration Minister.Sudhakar
tweeted, “During the JDS-
Cong coalition govt in 2018,
whenever MLAs went to the
then Coordination Commit-
tee Chairman Shri
Siddaramaiah with their
concerns, he used to ex-
press his helplessness and
say that he has no say in the
govt and his constituency/
district works itself are
stalled.”He added, “Further,
Shri Siddaramaiah used to
assure MLAs to wait till 2019
Lok Sabha polls and come
what may he won’t allow
Shri HD Kumaraswamy led
coalition govt to continue
even for a single day after

Lok Sabha polls. Ultimately
some of us had to inevitably
quit the Congress and go
back to the people in
bypolls, to protect the
karyakartas and supporters
in our constituencies. Can
Shri Siddaramaiah deny the
fact that he had no role, im-
plicitly or explicitly, in this
move by Congress
MLAs?”Somashekar, mean-
while, posted on Facebook:
“Despite being the Chair-
man of the Coordination
Committee, Shri
Siddaramaiah always ex-
pressed his helplessness to
address the concerns of
MLAs during Cong-JDS coa-
lition government. No one
can deny the truth that this
pushed some of us to quit
the party and go for bypolls.

Tussle for CM
post reflects the
situation in
Congress:
Bommai

Bengaluru, May 17
(IANS) Commenting on the
ongoing tussle in the Con-
gress for the post of Chief
Minister, acting Chief Minis-
ter Basavaraj Bommai on
Wednesday said the devel-
opment reflected the inter-
nal situation of the party.

Speaking to reporters
here, Bommai stated that
people have voted for the
Congress party hoping that
a change of government
would bring prosperity to
the state and people."They
(Congress) are yet to finalise
their candidate for the post
of CM. It's their internal mat-
ter and I don't want to com-
ment on the matter.

MUMBAI, US Ambassador to India Eric Garcetti
and Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani
during a meeting, in Mumbai on Wednesday . UNI

PATNA, Labourers demolish illegal structures during an anti-encroachment
drive near Vikash Bhawan, in Patna on Wednesday. UNI

PATNA, Religious preacher and ‘Bageshwar Dham’ Baba Pandit Dhirendra
Krishna Shastri being welcome by followers, in Patna on Wednesday. UNI

Gujarat NIA court awards various jail terms
to 2 in Junagadh fake currency case

CRPF trooper
shoots himself
dead in J&K’s
Pulwama

Srinagar, May 17 (IANS)
A Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) trooper shot
himself dead with his ser-
vice rifle in J&K’s Pulwama
district on Wednesday, offi-
cials said. Officials said that
the trooper was posted in
Awantipora area of
Pulwama.

“The body has been
shifted to police control
room for autopsy. A case has
been registered in this inci-
dent. The reasons those
forced the trooper to take
the extreme step are being
ascertained,” an official said.

rency of 20,000. Devaliya
was later arrested in Gujarat,
who was in possession of
the fake currency,” said the
official.

During the course of in-
vestigations, the NIA re-
corded the statements of
witnesses, took voice
samples of the accused,
scrutinised mobile records,
and collected other docu-
mentary evidence to un-
earth the conspiracy and
gather prosecutable evi-
dence.

A charge sheet was filed
against the accused after
completing the probe.

—IANS

New Delhi, May 17
(IANS) A Special NIA court in
Gujarat has handed down
various jail terms to two ac-
cused in connection with its
probe into the Junagarh
fake currency conspiracy
case.

The court awarded ten
years’ rigorous imprison-
ment to Sanjaykumar
Mohanbhai Devaliya and
seven years rigorous impris-
onment to Tahir alias Kaliya.
The accused procured the
fake currency from West
Bengal and were circulating
it in Gujarat.

While awarding the sen-
tence, the court also im-

posed a fine of Rs 10,000 on
both the accused.

The case was originally
registered in 2018 by ATS
Gujarat on specific inputs
shared by the NIA. Later, it
was taken over by the NIA.

“The professional and
scientific investigations by
the NIA had led to the arrest
of the accused.

The NIA investigations
revealed that Devaliya had
travelled by air to Kolkata
and then to New Farakka
Junction by train.

There, on October 17,
2018, he met Tahir and pur-
chased the fake currency
against genuine Indian cur-

NHRC issues notice to Punjab govt, police
New Delhi, May 17

(UNI) The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
on Wednesday issued no-
tices to Punjab govern-
ment and state police over
the reported hunger strike
by the Bathinda jail prison-
ers demanding better fa-
cilities.

Taking suo motu cogni-
zance of a media report
that some prisoners

lodged inside Bathinda
Central Jail went on hun-
ger strike demanding bet-
ter facilities, the Rights
body has issued notices to
state Chief Secretary and
Director General of Prisons,
calling for a detailed report
in the matter within four
weeks.

The NHRC said the re-
ports must contain the
steps taken or proposed to

be taken as per Model
Prison Manual, 2016.

The Commision said it
has also asked its Special
Rapporteur Mahesh Singla
to inspect the Bathinda
Central Jail and submit a
report at the earliest.

According to the media
report, carried on May 15,
the prisoners have also
been demanding facilities
to go outside the barracks

for walks and smooth top-
up of their canteen cards,
which are presently facing
issues. They are asking for
the installation of televi-
sions in their barracks, for
entertainment. About 15
days back also, these in-
mates had gone on a hun-
ger strike but called it off
after an assurance from
the jail authorities to look
into their demands.

Six tribal workers killed in road accident
near Andhra Pradesh-Telangana border

Guntur, May 17 (IANS)
Six people were killed and
six others injured when an
auto-rickshaw in which they
were travelling was hit by a
truck in Pondugala village in
Andhra Pradesh’s Palnadu
district near Andhra
Pradesh-Telangana border
early Wednesday.

The accident victims
were tribals who hailed
from neighbouring state of
Telangana and were going
to Pulipada in Palnadu dis-
trict to work as agriculture
workers.

According to police, a
truck, which was heading
towards Nalgonda district of
Telangana, hit the auto-rick-
shaw coming from
Nalgonda towards Palnadu.

After ramming into the
auto-rickshaw, the truck
driver sped away towards
Telangana. Acting swiftly,
police formed a special
team and traced the truck
which had Tamil Nadu reg-

istration number.
The injured were admit-

ted to a Gurazala hospital.
Palnadu District Super-

intendent of Police Y. Ravi
Sankara Reddy said the vic-
tims hailed from
Damacherla mandal in
Nalgonda district and were
on their way to Palnadu dis-
trict to work in agriculture
fields.

Meanwhile, Telangana
Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao ex-
pressed deep grief over the
death of six tribal labourers.

All the victims hailed
from Narsapur village of
Damaracharla Mandal in
Telangana. The Chief Minis-
ter condoled those who lost
their lives in the accident
and conveyed deep sympa-

thies to the bereaved fam-
ily members.

He directed
Miryalaguda MLA N Bhaskar
Rao to provide immediate
better medical treatment to
the injured persons. The
Chief Minister announced
an ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh
each to the deceased fami-
lies and Rs 1 lakh to the in-
jured.

matter be placed before
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud for constitu-
tion of an appropriate
bench.

The state government
contended that it has al-
ready completed more than
80 per cent of the survey
work in some districts and
less than 10 per cent of the
work is pending. It further
argued that the stay on the
collection of data would
cause a huge loss and if fi-
nally, the action of the state
is upheld, the state would be
required to put logistics in
place with additional ex-
penditure and burden on
the public exchequer.

The high court, while
hearing a batch of petitions,
had directed the state gov-
ernment to immediately
stop the caste-based survey.
It also asked the state to en-
sure the data collected is
secured and not shared
with anybody until final or-
ders in the matter and fixed
July 3 as the next date for
the hearing.

—IANS

Shahjahanpur (UP), May
17 (IANS) Tension prevailed
in Tilhar in Shahjahanpur
district after a youth was ac-
cused of sharing a social
media post on Prophet
Muhammad.

The police said on
Wednesday that security
has been stepped up in the
area of the district.

The accused youth has
since been arrested and po-
lice personnel have been
deployed at his house to
prevent any flare-ups.

Superintendent of Po-
lice S. Anand said that one
Varun Dhawan, a resident of
Dabhaura village under
Tilhar Police Station, had
shared a post related to the
Prophet on his social media
account on Tuesday
evening.

He had picked the post
from another social media
handle, the SP said.

The accused later de-
leted the post, which was in
Urdu, and also released a
video saying he had shared
the post by mistake, the po-
lice officer said.

The accused also said in
the video that his intention
was never to hurt the senti-
ments of any religion, but by
then the post had gone vi-
ral, he added.

Later, on Tuesday
evening, hundreds of

Tension in UP district over religious post
people reached the Tilhar
Police Station creating a
ruckus and demanding that
Dhawan be arrested imme-
diately.

Circle Officer (CO) Tilhar,
Priyank Jain, said as soon as
he received information
about the matter, he went to
the spot and tried to pacify
the people but the size of
the crowd kept growing.

More forces were called
in at the station and a team
was sent to arrest the ac-
cused. Dhawan was taken
into custody and sent to an-
other police station in the

district, the CO said.
The police officer said

the protesters continued to
agitate despite the arrest
and dispersed only when
newly elected municipal
chairman Hajra Begum’s
husband appealed to them
to return to their homes, the
CO said.

However, some protest-
ers headed towards
Dhawan’s village, forcing
police to deploy forces out-
side his house, he said.

Dhawan has been ar-
rested allegedly for “hurting
religious sentiments”.

SC judge recuses himself from hearing
Bihar plea against HC bar on caste survey

New Delhi, May 17
(IANS) Supreme Court judge
Sanjay Karol on Wednesday
opted out from hearing a
plea filed by the Bihar gov-
ernment against the Patna
High Court order, which
stayed the caste survey by
the state government.

The matter was listed
before a bench of Justices

B.R. Gavai and Sanjay Karol,
who was the Chief Justice of
the Patna High Court before
being elevated as apex
court judge on February 6.
Justice Karol said that he
was party to some of the
connected litigations, which
were earlier heard in the
high court.

The bench directed the

Justice Sharma
takes oath as Ad.
Judge of Delhi HC

New Delhi, May 17
(IANS) Justice Dharmesh
Sharma on Wednesday took
oath as an Additional Judge
of the Delhi High Court.

The oath was adminis-
tered by Delhi High Court
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma.  The Union Ministry
of Law and Justice had noti-
fied the appointment last
week.  In a tweet, Union Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju had said:
“In exercise of power con-
ferred under the Constitu-
tion, Shri Dharmesh Sharma,
Judicial Officer is appointed
as Additional Judge of Delhi
High Court. I extend my best
wishes to him.” Sharma was
earlier Principal District and
Sessions Judge of Dwarka
Courts (South West District).

Happy that Siddaramaiah is
becoming CM: Mahadevappa

Bengaluru, May 17 (IANS) Former minister and
senior Congress Dalit leader H.C. Mahadevappa said
on Wednesday that he was happy that Siddaramaiah
is all set to become the Chief Minister.

Mahadevappa, a close associate of Siddaramaiah,
stated that there was no proposal of power sharing.
The two and three-year term proposal for
Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar was just hearsay.

“There are many aspirants for the post of CM, but
only one can be made as the CM. The high command
has decided this after analyzing all factors,” he said.

“Siddaramaiah was chosen after thorough analy-
sis of the present political scenario. Shivakumar’s
aspiration to become CM is not wrong. The clean
image of Siddaramaiah had helped the people to
trust the Congress party,” he added.

—IANS
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Healthy smoothie and juice recipes for energy and vitality

By N. Lothungbeni Humtsoe
New Delhi, May 17 (IANSlife) Maintaining high energy

levels and vitality is necessary for our fast-paced lifestyles
to keep up with daily obligations and have a meaningful
lifestyle. Incorporating healthy smoothies and juices into
our diet is one effective and delicious way to achieve high
energy levels and vitality, suggests Chef Gauri Varma,
Founder, and Owner at Gs Patisserie and Confect. She
says, " These nutrient-dense concoctions can deliver a
natural energy boost, improve general well-being, and
contribute to a healthier lifestyle."

Here are some of the variety of refreshing and revi-
talizing smoothie and juice recipes that will boost your
energy and enliven your day shared exclusively by Chef
Gauri.

Energising Green Machine Smoothie:
Begin your days with a colorful green smoothie that

will give you a great energy boost. A handful of spinach

or kale, half an avocado, a frozen ba-
nana, a tablespoon of almond butter,
a teaspoon of spirulina powder, and a
cup of unsweetened almond milk
should be blended together in a
blender. Enjoy this nutrient-dense
green machine that supplies critical
vitamins, minerals, and healthy fats af-
ter blending until smooth.

Tropical Paradise Juice:
A refreshing and unique juice

blend will transport you to a tropical
sanctuary. Juice two ripe oranges, one
pineapple, and a little piece of ginger.
Mix with a splash of lime juice and a
drizzle of raw honey. This tropical para-
dise juice is not only delicious but also
high in vitamin C, enzymes, and anti-
oxidants, offering an energizing rush
of energy and supporting overall vital-
ity.

Berry Burst Smoothie:
Berries are filled with antioxidants,

vitamins, and fiber, making them
nature's tiny powerhouses. Blend a
handful of mixed berries, such as
strawberries, blueberries, and raspber-

ries, in a blender. A ripe banana, a
scoop of Greek yogurt, a spoonful of
ground flaxseed, and a splash of coco-
nut water are all good additions. Blend
till smooth, then enjoy the delectable
berry burst smoothie that will en-
hance your vitality and support your
general well-being.

Citrus Zing Juice:
Citrus fruits are known for their re-

freshing and energizing properties.
Juice three oranges, one grapefruit,
and one lemon. Mix in a pinch of cay-
enne pepper and a spoonful of maple
syrup. This citrus zing juice is high in
vitamin C, electrolytes, and natural
sugars, delivering a natural energy
boost while also boosting immuno-
logical health and digestion.

Protein Power Smoothie:Try the
protein power blend for a pleasant
and muscle-replenishing smoothie. In
a blender, add a scoop of your favorite
protein powder (such as whey, pea, or
hemp), a ripe banana, a handful of
spinach, a spoonful of almond butter,
and a cup of unsweetened almond

milk. Blend until smooth, then serve
this protein-packed smoothie to
help with muscle rehabilitation.

Green Detox Juice:
A green detox juice will provide

your body with a refreshing detoxi-
fying boost. Juice a cucumber, a
handful of kale or spinach, a celery
stalk, half a lemon, and a small piece
of ginger. This revitalizing juice is
high in antioxidants, vitamins, and
minerals, which assist to cleanse and
revitalize your body, increasing en-
ergy and vigour from within.

Including healthy smoothies and
juices in your daily routine is an ex-
cellent way to increase your energy,
vitality, and overall well-being. These
nutrient-dense blends supply a va-
riety of essential vitamins, minerals,
antioxidants, and hydration, provid-
ing you with a natural and sustain-
able energy source. Experiment with
different flavour combinations and
combinations to find recipes that
suit your taste preferences and de-
mands.

Express View on
Turkey’s election:
Too close to call

Turkey is heading for a run-off
election for president. Win or lose, the
Opposition has posed a formidable
challenge to Recep Erdogan

The lack of a clear winner in the presidential race
notwithstanding, the first round of the general elec-
tions in Turkey has some clear messages. First, the rul-
ing Islamist-national People’s Alliance, led by President
Recep Erdogan’s AK Party, has a majority in the legisla-
ture (which is elected through a proportional repre-
sentation system).

This means that no matter who wins the highest
executive office in the run-off election for president to
be held on May 28, the far-reaching constitutional
changes brought about by Erdogan — which concen-
trated executive power and marked a distinct authori-
tarian turn — will be very difficult to undo.The verdict
also confirms the political polarisation in Turkey. Finally,
while it is clear that Erdogan is still the most popular
leader, his popularity has declined — he won just over
49 per cent of the vote and the challenger, Kemal
Kiliçdaroglu won 45 per cent.Through much of this
century, Erdogan as been the central pole of Turkey’s
politics (first as prime minister and then, president). His
reimagining of the country’s role in the region and
beyond has had a significant geopolitical impact: Un-
der his rule, the state gradually began to champion re-
ligious conservatism and Ankara began to assume a
more active, interventionist role in regional affairs.

Turkey has played an aggressive role in Syria and
given support to controversial actors in Libya and
Azerbaijan. Turkey also conducted strikes against
Kurdish populations in Iraq. A member of the NATO that
has long sought entry into the EU, Erdogan’s Turkey has
been truculent vis a vis the West and drawn closer to
Russia.

Erdogan’s revanchist ideological stance evokes the
Ottoman Empire and sees Ankara assuming leadership
of the Islamic world.For example, Turkey has been one
of the few Islamic nations that has staunchly, even stri-
dently, backed Pakistan on Kashmir in international
fora. There is now some reason for optimism that a
moderate as president — or even a diminished
Erdogan — will result in a softening of Turkey’s exter-
nal posture.

Erdogan’s authoritarian turn — and the manner in
which he transformed the Turkey’s political and insti-
tutional landscape — has been mirrored in many coun-
tries across the world to varying degrees. What seems
to have dented his popularity this time are ill-thought-
out economic policies — for instance, his refusal to raise
interest rates despite sky-rocketing inflation.

Listen, Learn, Respect

By IANSlife
New Delhi, May 17 (IANSlife) It might be fright-

ening to talk about and enforce boundaries in a
culture where codependency is something we
learn from birth. Boundaries affect every part of our
lives, including dating, relationships, intimacy, and
sexuality, and have a direct impact on our mental
health. Any healthy relationship, especially ones
that begin online, must know when and when to
draw the line.

Having a conversation about boundaries with
your date can not only help prevent misunder-
standing but also promote mutual respect. Dr
Sakshi Tickoo, Occupational Therapist and Sexual-
ity Counselor contributed to Tinder Love and Care,
a dating wellness guide for women daters in India,
to share tips to approach this conversation with
confidence.

Identify what affects you the most: A good
place to start is by recognising which space affects
you the most (e.g. physical, psychological, social,
sexual, material, time, and emotional boundaries).
Recognising what you need for yourself will allow
you to experience this journey mindfully and with

lesser emotional exhaustion. In fact,
the top three red flags voted by young
adults in a survey from Tinder in India
were asking for intimate pictures (50
per cent), making fun of their interests/
beliefs (47 per cent), and refusing to
converse further when they share
something emotional with their date
(44 per cent), which makes it impor-
tant to set clear expectations with your
match.

Understand that boundaries can
be flexible: Boundaries don't always
have to be rigid. Healthy boundaries
can fluctuate between being porous
or rigid depending on the person and
context they are set in. For example,
you can set rigid time boundaries
about how much time you engage
with matches on social media or have
porous boundaries when a match is
sharing vulnerable information with
you. Despite being two entirely differ-
ent contexts of boundaries, these in-
fluence your effectiveness to date vir-
tually and be present without tiring
yourself out.

Be honest and transparent: Shar-
ing your boundaries with others is a
great way for them to learn about you.
This could be as simple as saying a yes/
no to something or be more nuanced
by saying you do not feel comfortable

discussing something presently. Not
being sure of something is also a
boundary that needs to be respected
and does not mean you are indecisive.
In fact, 50 percent of young Indian
adults said that their partner explicitly
discussing their boundaries is a wav-
ing green flag.

Remember that respect is mutual:
If you feel nervous or scared thinking
that a conversation about boundaries
might affect the dynamics with your
match, it is a valid emotion. It is essen-
tial to evaluate how they receive and
respond to your boundaries now
rather than be disappointed later. It is
equally important to understand and
respect your match's boundaries and
know that it is a two-way street of
communication!

Know when it's time to walk away:
Lastly, the onus to take actions when-
ever appropriate to reduce harm for
ourselves and potentially others lies
with us.

Tinder focuses on delivering expe-
riences that encourage healthy inter-
actions and offers industry-leading
safety features that give members full
control over their experience such as
Block Profile, in-app reporting, the
newly launched long-press reporting,
and Does This Bother You? that asks

members this question when
they receive a potentially of-
fensive message on Tinder. If
you decide to meet your
match for the first time, it is a
good idea to inform your sup-
port system about the place
you will be meeting, and what
your exit strategy will be if any-
thing feels uncomfortable.

As online dating increases
our chances of making a con-
nection, committing to a few
dating boundaries can make
this journey safer and more
pleasurable.

 To empower young
women in India to prioritise
their wellbeing in the world of
online dating, Tinder has re-
cently launched Tinder Love
and Care ( TLC), a dating
wellness guide developed in
collaboration with That Sassy
Thing.

TLC features advice and in-
sights from prominent female
experts and queer voices in In-
dia, covering a range of topics
such as sexual health, inti-
macy, and fostering honest
conversations with dates, all
while prioritizing self-care.

Top 8 varieties of mangoes you must try!
By IANSlife
New Delhi, May 17 (IANSlife)

Mango is known as the "King of fruit"
in India and is one of the most loved
fruits in the country. India is the larg-
est producer and exporter of mangoes
in the world, and the fruit is an essen-
tial part of Indian culture and cuisine.
With over 1000 varieties of mangoes
grown in India, it's no surprise that
each state has its unique variety of
mango. Also, mangoes are not just a
delicious summer fruit, but also a
source of various health benefits.

They are rich in vitamins, minerals,
and antioxidants, making them an ex-
cellent addition to a healthy diet. In
India, there are several varieties of
mangoes, each with its own unique
taste, texture, and aroma. Deepak
Tewari, VP, of Sourcing of Otipy shares
below the list of some of the most
popular varieties of mangoes sourced
from different parts of India and their
medicinal properties

Safeda/Badami/Bainganpalli :
Sourced from Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, and Kerala. This variety of
mangoes has a sweet, juicy, and
fiberless pulp. Interestingly, this type
of mango is among the first varieties
to hit the market. The fruit has a thin
skin and is usually medium-sized. It is
perfect for making mango desserts,
juices, and shakes. Its health benefits
are equally impressive: it's loaded with
vitamin C, a potent antioxidant that
bolsters immunity and promotes col-
lagen production, and vitamin A,

which supports healthy vision and
skin. Additionally, this mango variety
is a rich source of potassium, a vital
mineral that regulates blood pressure
and fosters heart health.

Mango Kesar: Sourced from parts
of Gujarat and Maharashtra. It is cat-
egorized as a premium mango due to
its price. This variety is distinguished
by its heavenly aroma, which is easily
recognizable due to its green skin with
a hint of red on the shoulders and saf-
fron-colored flesh. In India, Kesar is

well-known for its use in making a de-
licious glass of 'aam-ras.' Additionally,
Kesar is often referred to as the 'queen
of mangoes. This is one of the most
popular varieties of mangoes, known
for its rich, sweet flavor and aroma. The
fruit is small to medium in size and has
a yellow-orange skin. It is used to make
various mango desserts, ice creams,
and shakes. Aside from its delicious
taste, Kesar mangoes also offer a host
of health benefits. They are a good

source of dietary fiber, which pro-
motes healthy digestion and helps
regulate blood sugar levels.

Mango Dasheri: Sourced from
parts of Malihabad & other parts of UP:
Among the various types of mangoes
in India, Dasheri is highly sought-after
and is often utilized in the preparation
of mango desserts and juices. This va-
riety is known for its fiber-free flesh
that exudes an alluring fragrance and
delightful taste. The semi-thick,
smooth, and leathery skin of the
Dasheri mango has a yellowish-green
hue. Additionally, this variety is rich in
vitamins and minerals such as vitamin
C, vitamin A, vitamin E, iron, and cal-
cium. In terms of medicinal properties,
this variety contains potassium that
promotes heart health and regulates
blood pressure. Moreover, mangoes
have anti-inflammatory properties
that can reduce the risk of chronic dis-
eases like diabetes, cancer, and heart
disease. Mango Langda: Sourced from
UP & Bihar, also called Malda in Ben-
gal: Langra is available in the market
from July to August. Its strong aroma
stands out from all varieties of man-
goes. Also, this variety has green-
coloured skin even after ripening.

 The color and aroma make it
easier to distinguish from all other va-
rieties. It has a sweet, juicy, and
fiberless pulp, making it perfect for
mango desserts, shakes, and pickles.
Langda mangoes are a rich source of
vitamins and minerals. The high fiber
content in Langda mangoes helps

promote digestion and prevent con-
stipation. They also contain antioxi-
dants that help boost the immune sys-
tem and protect the body against cell
damage.Mango Chausa: Sourced from
parts of western UP: Chausa, a particu-
lar type of mango, has a rich history
that dates back several centuries. It
was introduced during the 16th cen-
tury by Sher Shah Suri. This variety of
mango has vibrant yellow skin with a
delightful aroma and is well-known for
its soft and pulpy texture, making it an
excellent choice for making juices. The
fruit is medium-sized and has green-
ish-yellow skin, and is used to prepare
various mango-based dishes such as
desserts, chutneys, and pickles. In
terms of nutritional value, Chausa
mangoes are an excellent source of
vitamin C, which is essential for main-
taining a healthy immune system and
promoting collagen production.

Mango Alphonso: Sourced from
Devgarh-Maharashtra and Ratnagiri:
The Alphonso mango is widely consid-
ered to be the most majestic among
all fruit varieties. Surprisingly, it is also
one of the most expensive mangoes
sold in India. Alphonso mangoes are
small and spherical, making them eas-
ily distinguishable from other variet-
ies. They have a yellow color with a hint
of red. This particular variety is a popu-
lar choice for making ice cream, pud-
dings, and yogurts. Due to its smaller
seed, Alphonso yields a higher quan-
tity of pulp compared to other mango
types.

Teen's first skincare routine
By N. Lothungbeni Humtsoe
New Delhi, May 17 (IANSlife)

Having a solid skincare routine is
important at any age, but it is es-
pecially vital for teenagers who
are dealing with hormonal
changes and the stress of school
and social life. When building your
skincare routine, start with the
basics: Cleanse, Nourish, and Pro-

tect (CNP) the ever-changing, sen-
sitive skin of teens. The aim is to
cleanse away dirt gently, nourish
the skin with a good moisturiser,
and protect the skin with broad-
spectrum sunscreen.

"My mission is to empower
teenagers to prioritise self-care
through simple yet effective
skincare.

 By using our clean and natu-
ral formulations, we hope to in-
spire confidence and promote
healthy, glowing skin.

 Remember to be consistent,
patient, and use the right products
to achieve the best results," says
Sanjana Raghu Amberkar, Co-
Founder of PHASES Skincare.

If you're a teen looking to es-
tablish a skincare routine, here are
some tips on how to build a daily
routine and what products to use:

Cleanse: Start by washing your
face with a gentle cleanser ev-
ery morning and night. Look for
a product that is formulated for
your skin type (oily, dry, combi-
nation) and is free of harsh
chemicals and fragrances.

Nourish: After cleansing,
apply a moisturiser to keep
your skin hydrated and healthy.
Look for a product that is non-
comedogenic (won't clog
pores), and contains ingredi-
ents like hyaluronic acid or
glycerin

Protect: During the daytime,
apply a broad-spectrum sunscreen
with at least SPF 30 to shield your
skin from harmful UV rays. Look for
an oil-free and non-comedogenic
product.

Read the ingredient list and be
informed about what you are ap-
plying to your skin because any-
thing and everything you apply to
your skin will be absorbed into it.
Stay away from products contain-
ing artificial fragrances, toxic
chemicals, and products not meant
for teenagers.

Ahmedabad, The incidence of
heart attacks has increased signifi-
cantly in the past few years, especially
among the younger population - aged
between 35 and 50 years. Cardiovas-
cular diseases (CVDs) such as coronary
artery disease, heart failure, stroke, ar-
rhythmia, peripheral artery disease etc.
are the major cause of mortality in In-
dia. The prevalence of cardiovascular
ailments in India can be mainly attrib-
uted to a sedentary way of life, un-
healthy dietary patterns, and extreme
stress.

Indians are known to have the
highest coronary artery disease (CAD)
rates[1]. Despite India being one of the
youngest countries in the world, with
66% of its population under the age
of 35, accounts for one-fifth of the
deaths due to cardiovascular dis-
eases[2].

The coronary artery is responsible
for providing the heart muscle with
blood, oxygen, and nutrients. When
the walls of the coronary arteries ac-
cumulate plaque, it obstructs or re-
duces blood flow, causing symptoms

‘Coronary Imaging Facilitates Accuracy in
Angioplasty: Improving Outcomes for Patients’

such as chest pain, nausea, cold sweat,
and shortness of breath. Such symp-
toms if ignored, can lead to severe
complications, including heart attacks
and heart failure.

“Coronary imaging
with advanced technol-
ogy is a valuable tool for
treating CAD and per-
forming angioplasty.
Hence, it's crucial to em-
brace and adopt the lat-
est technologies to en-
sure comprehensive pa-
tient care.

A patient-centred ap-
proach, focused on com-
munication and compas-
sion, is essential to
achieving the best pos-
sible outcomes for the
patients to enjoy a better
quality of life,” said Dr Hemang Baxi,
Interventional Cardiologist, Marengo
CIMS Hospital, Ahmedabad.

The key modality for the treatment
of CAD -Angioplasty is a minimally in-
vasive procedure used to widen nar-

rowed or blocked blood vessels, typi-
cally the coronary arteries that supply
blood to the heart muscle. To perform
angioplasty, a cardiologist inserts a
thin tube called a catheter into an ar-

tery in the groin or wrist
and guides it to the
blocked area in the coro-
nary artery. The catheter
then inflates a small bal-
loon to widen the artery
and restore blood flow.
This procedure is often
recommended for pa-
tients with CAD. The final
decision to perform
angioplasty will depend
on various factors, includ-
ing the patient's medical
background and symp-
toms, as well as the ex-
tent and position of the

blockages in the coronary arteries.
Imaging technologies enabling

accuracy in angioplasty -Advances in
medical technology have made
angioplasty a safer and more effective
treatment option for patients with

CAD. The most significant advance-
ments are the latest imaging technolo-
gies, which are playing a crucial role in
the diagnosis and treatment of coro-
nary artery disease. Specialised equip-
ment is utilised for coronary imaging,
which includes Intravascular Ultra-
sound (IVUS), and Opt

ical Coherence Tomography
(OCT). By using these technologies,
doctors are now able to achieve
greater accuracy and precision in the
procedure, leading to better patient
outcomes. These imaging techniques
aid cardiologists in determining the
severity of blockages in arteries and
the type of plaque build-up, allowing
them to take the right decision on
whether angioplasty and stenting are
needed.

Moreover, if a patient has to un-
dergo an angioplasty procedure, the
newer innovative tools are allowing
the doctors to select the right size and
type of stent and position the stent in
the exact location.

- Dr Hemang Baxi, Interventional
Cardiologist, Marengo CIMS Hospital

HC refuses to pass interim order on Gambhir's
defamation suit against Punjab Kesari

ously. It's disturbing. Any innocent
man's reputation is targeted in this
fashion," Dehadrai said.

"Any public person should be thick
skinned...Nowadays, judges should
also be thick skinned," Justice Singh
said.

The judge, saying that that prima
facie it was satisfied that the matter re-
quires consideration and summons
must be issued against the defen-
dants, issued notice on Gambhir's ap-
plication seeking interim relief and
listed it for hearing in October.

Senior Advocate Rajshekhar Rao,
who appeared for the newspaper and
its editor in chief, was also told by Jus-
tice Singh that "if you read the articles,
in the prima facie opinion, the reporter
is behind this person. Some of the
words and sentences that he has used
are not proper for your publication".

Gambhir has taken legal action
against the paper, its editor Aditya
Chopra, and correspondents Amit
Kumar and Imran Khan, alleging that
they abused their journalistic freedom
by publishing a series of malicious and
defamatory articles specifically aimed
at him.

-IANS

New Delhi, May 17 (IANS) The Delhi
High Court on Wednesday refused to
pass any interim injunction order in
favour of former India cricketer and
BJP MP Gautam Gambhir against
Hindi daily Punjab Kesari seeking dam-
ages of Rs 2 crore.

Gambhir's advocate Jai Anant
Dehadrai submitted before the court
that the newspaper has been target-
ing Gambhir and that it is not the case
of fair or objective reporting.

"The articles are deeply malicious.
This is perhaps at the behest of some-
one else," he said. Even though it has
been held in various judgments that
the opinions and views of the con-
cerned person must be taken before
publishing any article, Gambhir's opin-
ions were not sought by Punjab Kesari
newspaper or its reporters, Dehadrai
argued.

Justice Chandra Dhari Singh, who
was hearing the matter orally told
Dehadrai: "You are a public servant,
you need not be so sensitive." To
which, the advocate said that it could
possibly be that two reporters in the
same style keep attacking me? "That
he is busy with IPL, he is a useless poli-
tician who shouldn't be taken seri-
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Mumbai, As Ruhi
Chaturvedi gears up for the
upcoming season
of COLORS'
'Khatron Ke Khiladi',
she opens up
about the chal-
lenges of staying
away from home
for a prolonged pe-
riod and feeling
homesick. The
popular television
actor, who has
never been away
from her husband
ShivendraaSaainiyol
after marriage, ad-
mits that being a
homebody, the
thought of being all
by herself for the
show is daunting.
Ruhi shares how
she is missing
spending quality time with
her family and friends. The
actor shares that her hus-

COLORS' 'KKK13': Ruhi opens up about battling
homesickness while staying away from home

band has been her support
system and motivator, and

she is trying to figure out
how to overcome the dan-
gerous hurdles of the show

without his support.
Speaking from Cape

Town where she is currently
shooting for COLORS’
‘Khatron Ke Khiladi 13’,
RuhiChaturvedi reflects on
being away from her hus-
band Shivendraa and miss-
ing home, saying "I am miss-
ing my husband and home
terribly. Any challenge
seems tougher when you
are away from your loved
ones. But I am trying to stay
positive and focused on the
task at hand. Before leaving
for the show, I spent quality
time with my family and
friends, who are all huge
fans of Khatron Ke Khiladi.
Their support and advice
have been invaluable. And
of course, my husband has
been my rock throughout
this journey, constantly mo-
tivating and encouraging
me to face my fears and do
my best."

'Extraction 2' trailer out: Chris Hemsworth
will return as Rake on June 16

Mumbai, May 17 (IANS)
The much-awaited trailer for
the action thriller 'Extraction
2' is out. Scheduled for
streaming on Netflix from
June 16, the Chris
Hemsworth-starrer is being
helmed by stuntman-
turned-filmmaker Sam
Hargravere, who's wokring
alongside the hitmakers Joe
and Anthony Russo.

The sequel stars Chris
Hemsworth, Golshifteh
Farahani, Daniel Bernhardt
and Tinatin Dalakishvili.

In the first instalment
released in 2020, and which
also starred Randeep
Hooda, Tyler Rake, the Aus-
tralian black market merce-
nary played by Hemsworth,
had to extract a boy safely
from India.

This time he must rescue
the family of a ruthless Geor-
gian gangster from the
prison where they are being
held.

The screenplay, written

by Joe Russo, is based on the
graphic novel 'Ciudad'.

If the first film intro-
duced audiences to Rake as
a seasoned action hero,
Hargrave says the sequel
aims to show how he got
that way, and the toll it has
taken on him and those
close to him.

"The goal was to dive
deeper into the backstory of
Tyler Rake and find out what
makes him tick," the director
said. "The first film alludes to
a deeply emotional inciting

event, a family tragedy, but
for the most part he remains
a mysterious character. We
felt we owed it to the audi-
ence to give them more in-
sight into what it is that
drives him."

Elaborating on the
theme, Hargrave said:  "We
introduce some new charac-
ters that bring his past into
greater focus and learn
more about where he's
coming from and why he's
doing what he's doing."--
IANS

Kajol shares AI image of herself, says
she resembles her daughter Nysa

Mumbai, May 17 (IANS)
Bollywood actress Kajol has
shared an AI-processed im-
age of herself and said that
she resembles her daughter
Nysa Devgn.Jumping on the
trend of AI, Kajol took to
Instagram, where she
shared a picture of herself.
She captioned: "AI and me...
any guesses who I look like
(The answer is in the person
who's tagged). There are too
many eye rolls and not
enough emojis..."  Kajol is

married to actor and film-
maker Ajay Devgn. The two
tied the knot in February
1999. The couple has two
children. Nysa was born in
2003, and son Yug was born
in 2010. Several pictures of
celebrities have been re-cre-
ated by the help of AI, which
includes names such as
Ranbir Kapoor, Shah Rukh
Khan, Deepika Padukone,
Priyanka Chopra and Hrithik
Roshan, Ali Fazal, Vir Das and
Akshay Kumar. --IANS

Priyanka Chopra poses with Anne Hathaway,
Zendaya at Bulgari event in Venice

Mumbai, May 17 (IANS)
Indian actress Priyanka
Chopra Jonas was pictured
posing with Hollywood
stars Anne Hathaway and
Zendaya at the Bulgari
Mediterranea High
Jewellery event in Venice.

Dressed in a floor-
sweeping, figure-hugging
wine coloured ensemble in
the event on Tuesday,
Priyanka looked every-inch
gorgeous.

A video of Priyanka pos-
ing with Zendaya and Anne
have been doing the rounds
on social media. The clip also
shows the three stars talk-
ing and bursting out in
laughter. In another clip,

Priyanka is seen seated next
to Zendaya and the two are
having a conversation.
Dressed in a floor-sweeping,
figure-hugging wine
coloured ensemble in the
event on Tuesday, Priyanka
looked every-inch gor-
geous.

 On the work front,
Priyanka's web-series 'Cita-
del', which also stars Richard
Madden, is airing on Prime
Videos and her film 'Love
Again' with Sam Heughan
has hit the theatres.

Next, she will be working
on Actor-director Farhan
Akhtar's 'Jee Le Zaraa' with
actresses Katrina Kaif and
Alia Bhatt.

Pawan Kalyan, Sai Dharam to end
suspense over their film's title on May 18
Mumbai, May 17 (IANS)

Telugu superstar Pawan
Kalyan is collaborating with
Sai Dharam Tej for an up-
coming film, tentatively
titled PKSDT, a combination
of the initials of their names.
The film's title and first look
will be finally revealed on
Thursday, May 18.

The official handle of
Zee Studios South con-
firmed the title reveal date
along with the release date
of the remake.

It said: "The 'TIME' has
come. All your thirst will be
quenched #PKSDT Title &
First Look tomorrow at
4:14PM. Stay tuned." The
film is slated for release on
July 28.

The film is an official re-
make of the Tamil superhit
movie 'Vinodhaya Sitham'. It
is helmed by Samuthirakani,
who also directed the origi-
nal Tamil version.

The story revolves
around an arrogant man
who is given a second
chance in life to amend his
mistakes after his death. A

fantasy drama, it was re-
ceived very well at the time
of release.

The star cast of the
Telugu remake includes

Priya Prakash Varrier, Ketika
Sharma, Rohini,
Brahmanandam and
Subbaraju.--IANS

SRK hosts US Ambassador to India in 'Mannat', he
says: 'Learning more about film industry in Mumbai'

Mumbai, May 17 (IANS)
The newly-appointed US
Ambassador to India Eric
Garcetti was hosted by
Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan at his home
'Mannat' in Mumbai.Garcetti
took to Twitter, where he
shared a string of pictures

from his visit, which also fea-
tures SRK, his wife Gauri and
his manager Pooja
Dadlani.He captioned the im-
age: "Is it time for my
Bollywood debut? Had a
wonderful chat with super-
star @iamsrk at his residence
Mannat, learning more about

the film industry in Mumbai
and discussing the huge cul-
tural impact of Hollywood
and Bollywood across the
globe.  acting front, Shah
Rukh Khan was recently seen
in the blockbuster 'Pathaan'
alongside John Abraham and
Deepika Padukone.

Dimple Kapadia walked off the sets of 'Saas,
Bahu aur Flamingo' to take a flight back home
Mumbai, May 17 (IANS)

Filmmaker Homi Adajania
talks about an incident,
where veteran star Dimple
Kapadia left the shoot of
'Saas, Bahu aur Flamingo'.

Talking about his work-
ing relationship with
Dimple Kapadia, Homi
Adajania said, "Every time
we do a project, Dimple de-
cides to quit a week before
we start shoot. She'll call me
up because she gets anx-
ious and acts like a child
who's acting in her first
world.""And we went

through this on Saas, Bahu
aur Flamingo as well, just
like we've gone through this
on all our projects. But this
time, she took it one step

further."He added: "We were
shooting the dinner table
scene where she announces
that she's going to declare
a vaaris on the day after
Janmashtami. I remember
she did her take but she was
not happy with it. However,
there was a lot of shoot left
to do of that scene so she re-
quested the associate direc-
tor to allow her to redo that

take, which was granted to
her but only after we fin-
ished the pending scenes to
shoot for that day."

Homi further said: "I re-
member there was a
couples scene we were
shooting and Varun had
finished his bit and he
was driving back to the
hotel which was an hour
away in the middle of the
night. Even Radhika had
not slept for 48 hours be-
cause she was coming
off another shoot di-
rectly for this."

"We pretty much
thought we'd finished
the shoot for the day, at

which point Dimple re-
minded us that she was go-
ing to be allowed another
take, very unlike Dimple, but
obviously she was not
happy with her perfor-
mance so she wanted to
this.

I'm so glad too that we
did it because finally when
Dimple did that take, she
absolutely killed it!
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Fire breaks out at JJ cluster in
Delhi's Shastri Park

New Delhi, May 17 (IANS) A fire broke out at a JJ
cluster in Delhi's Shastri Park area on Wednesday, a fire
department official said, adding that no one was in-
jured in the incident.

The Director of Delhi Fire Services, Atul Garg said
that a call regarding the fire at the JJ cluster in Buland
Masjid Mazaarwala road was received at around 12.10
p.m."A total 12 fire tenders rushed to the site. Fire is
under control. So far no casualty has been reported,"
said Garg.Due to the fire, there were also multiple cyl-
inder blasts.

AIMPLB to meet next month to
elect new president

Lucknow, May 17 (IANS) The All-India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIMPLB), the apex body dealing with
Muslim issues, will be holding a two-day session of its
executive committee in Indore on June 3 and 4 to elect
a new president.

The post has been lying vacant after the incum-
bent board president, Mohammad Rabey Hasani
Nadvi, passed away on April 13 after a prolonged ill-
ness.

AIMPLB member Maulana Khalid Rashid Farangi
Mahali said, "The board has called a meeting of all its
251 members, including 51 executive members. If con-
sensus is not formed, then board will hold election to
elect the president and two vice-presidents. Till Nadvi
was president, he was unanimously chosen to head
the board for four consecutive tenures."

UP govt hikes DA by 4% for state
employees & pensioners

Lucknow, May 17 (IANS) The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has hiked dearness allowance (DA) for its em-
ployees and dearness relief to its pensioners by  four
per cent from January 1, 2023.

In a late-night decision on Tuesday, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said it would benefit 16.35 lakh em-
ployees and 11 lakh pensioners in the state.

"In the larger interest of 16.35 lakh state staff and
11 lakh pensioners serving in the UP government, the
government has decided to increase the rate of dear-
ness allowance and dearness relief by 4 per cent from
38 per cent to 42  per cent from January 1, 2023," he
added.

Odisha STF rescues 2 live
pangolins, arrests two wildlife
criminals

Bhubaneswar, May 17 (IANS) The Special Task Force
(STF) of Odisha Police has arrested two wildlife crimi-
nals and rescued two live pangolins from them, an of-
ficial said here on Wednesday.

On the basis of reliable information, an STF team
with the help of officials of Sonepur forest division on
Tuesday conducted a raid in the Nachhipura and
Sonepur main road and arrested the criminals.

The two accused identified as Bedabyasa Dharua
(41) and Nabadeep Dharua (29), both are residents of
Sonepur district. The STF rescued two live pangolins
weighing 7 kg and 3 kg, and seized other incriminat-
ing materials from their possession, the official
said.Both the arrested persons have been handed over
to Sonepur forest officials. The live pangolins were also
handed over to DFO Sonepur for safe custody, he
said.The Indian pangolin (Maniscrassicaudata), also
called thick-tailed pangolin, scaly anteater and
'bajrakapta' (in Odia)' is a solitary, shy, slow-moving,
nocturnal mammal.

Man dies of asphyxiation while
cleaning septic tank in TN

Chennai, May 17 (IANS) Even as the state and Cen-
tral governments have been taking measures to pre-
vent manual scavenging and promoting robots for
doing the same, a 40-year-old man died of asphyxia-
tion while cleaning a septic tank near the SIPCOT fac-
tory in Tamil Nadu's Ranipet district.

Tamil Selvan, according to police, on Tuesday en-
tered the septic tank that was 15 feet deep and after
some time there was no response from him. Three oth-
ers who were with him immediately jumped into the
septic tank and found him unconscious. These three
workers also fell unconscious and the owner of the
tannery unit, G. Senthil Murugan immediately alerted
the police and fire force unit.

All the four were taken to the hospital by around
12.15 a.m., where Selvan was declared brought dead.

The three others, who are admitted to the ICU at
the Government Taluk Hospital, Walajah, are N.
Mahendran (49), T. Raja (47) and S. Ramadoss (45).

A case has been registered at the Ranipet police
station under the provisions of the Prohibition of Em-
ployment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilita-
tion Act 2013 and the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act. The police have
also invoked Section 304-(ii)( Culpable homicide not
amounting to murder) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

CBI raids premises linked to ex-
media advisor of Satya Pal Malik

New Delhi, May 17 (IANS) The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) is currently conducting raids at 12
locations -- 10 in Delhi and two in Rajasthan -- in con-
nection with the alleged corruption in the Kiru hydro-
electric power project in Jammu and Kashmir.

The places belong to the former media advisor of
ex-J&K Governor Satya Pal Malik, three Chartered Ac-
countants, and others.

According to sources, the searches are being car-
ried out as part of an investigation into corruption re-
lated to the power project.

The source said that the two locations being raided
in Delhi are -- Defence Colony and West End area, and
both belong to Sunak Bali. In West Delhi's Nangloi, two
places belonging to two other alleged suspects --
Virender Singh Rana and one belonging to Kanwar
Singh Rana -- are also being raided. Additionally, a raid
is underway at the residence of Anita, a resident of
Dwarka, also said to be involved in the scam. In
Rajasthan, the raids are taking place at the premises
of Dr. Priyanka Chaudhary in Jaipur and Barmer.

SC grants interim protection from
arrest to Youth Congress chief in
sexual harassment case

New Delhi, May 17 (IANS) The Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted interim protection from arrest to
national president of Indian Youth Congress B.V.
Srinivas in connection with the sexual harassment case
lodged by a former party member in Assam.

A bench comprising Justices B.R. Gavai and Sanjay
Karol issued notice to the Assam government as well
as the complainant on a plea filed by Srinivas against
the Gauhati High Court order, which declined any re-
lief to him.

The bench told the petitioner to co-operate in the
police investigation and also in the inquiry initiated
by the National Commission for Women into the com-
plaint, and scheduled the matter for further hearing
on July 10.

The bench observed that in the tweets and inter-
views to media before lodging the FIR, the complain-
ant did not make a whisper of allegation of sexual ha-
rassment against the petitioner.

Temp Hits 41.2°C
In Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad was once
again the hottest city in the
state on Tuesday with a
maximum temperature of
41.2°C. The minimum tem-
perature recorded during
the day was 28.7°C.

According to the Meteo-
rological department’s fore-
cast, the temperature is
likely to hover around the
41°C mark on Wednesday in
the city.On Tuesday,

Gandhinagar recorded a
temperature of 40.2°C,
Vadodara 38.6°C, Surat
34.4°C, and Rajkot 40.3°C.

With 40.8°C,
Surendranagar remained
the second hottest district
in the state followed by
Rajkot with 40.3°C.  Rains
occurred at some isolated
places in Saurashtra while
Kutch and other regions of
the state remained dry dur-
ing the day. AM

Notice For 313 Properties’ Auction Published
A h m e d a b a d T h e

Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-
poration has decided to
take stern measures against
property-owners who have
not paid property tax de-
spite the interest rebate un-
til April 30.

The corporation is con-
sidering stringent legal ac-
tion, including auctioning
off big properties and re-
cording the property as a li-
ability in the revenue
records at the collector and
city survey’s office.

The AMC has already

collected an estimated Rs
700 crore of pending prop-
erty tax and have cleared
3,67 lakh plots.“The civic
body has already advertised
in newspapers about the
auction of 313 properties
that have defaulted prop-
erty tax payment. Notices
have also been served un-
der Provision 42 and 43, and
the valuation of the prop-
erty has been done to de-
cide the upset price of the
properties,” said an AMC
official.The process of valu-
ation is presently on. After

initiating the process of auc-
tioning, Rs 33 crore in prop-
erty tax has been paid up
completely by 55 properties.
However, property tax on
258 properties remains to
be paid, the official said.

The AMC has also, for the
first time, started recording
the tax liability in revenue
rfice or city survey. The re-
cording of tax liability on 50
top defaulters in each zone
and closed mills have
started while liability on 24
properties have been
initiated.AM

Harsh Sanghavi Pays Surprise
Visit To City Police Chief’s Office

MoS Home Reviews
Law And Order
Situation, Rath
Yatra Bandobast

Minister of State (MoS)
Home Harsh Sanghavi on
Tuesday evening paid a sur-
prise visit to the police
commissioner’s office lo-

cated in Shahibaug. Sources
said Sanghavi had come for
an overall review of the law
and order situation as well
as to oversee preparations
for the upcoming Rath Yatra.
After Sanghavi’s visit, there
has been speculation of
what will follow. Few in the
police department re-
minded that a day after
Sanghavi paid a surprise
visit to the Sabarmati Jail

premises, searches were
conducted at jails across the
state.However, police
sources said that the MoS
had only come to take stock
of the situation and to re-
view preparations and tech-
nology used for security de-
ployment in the Rath Yatra.

“We briefed the MoS
about our requirement for
the upcoming Rath Yatra
and also the deployment

which is already in place. We
have already set up barri-
cades for most entry and
exit points of the city for ve-
hicle checking. Officers are
also directed to conduct sur-
prise checks at different ho-
tels and guest houses as
well as in the sensitive areas
of the city,” a police official
said. Sanghavi later had din-
ner with officials at the po-
lice headquarters.

CM’s Son On
Recovery Path

Anuj Patel, son of in-
cumbent Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, has recov-
ered quite well and is out of
coma and off ventilator. A
Hinduja hospital release
stated that his vitals are
stable and a satisfactory CT
scan done on Tuesday.

His road to recovery is
still long and he will be
shifted to an alternative fa-
cility for prolonged rehabili-
tation, the release added.

Anuj had first suffered a
brain stroke on April 30. Ini-
tially, he was taken to K D
hospital for primary treat-
ment after which he was
shifted to Mumbai for a sur-
gery.

Magnitude 4.2
earthquake
strikes Kutch, no
casualties

An earthquake with a
magnitude of 4.2 hit the
Khavda region of Kutch dis-
trict in Gujarat near the In-
dia-Pakistan border early
Tuesday.

 No casualties have been
reported so far.The last re-
corded seismic activity of a
similar magnitude occurred
at Dudhai in Kutch in Janu-
ary this year.

According to the
Gandhinagar-based Insti-
tute of Seismological Re-
search (ISR), the seismic ac-
tivity had an epicentre
about 39 kilometre north-
north-east of Khavda, near
the border road running
along the international
boundary that India shares
with Pakistan.The earth-
quake occurred at a depth
of 1.3 km at 1.09 am in a re-
gion which is largely barren.

With 700 species, group pitches
Ahmedabad site as biodiversity park

AhmedabadWith over
700 documented species of
flora and fauna – including
some of the endangered
ones – a 77-hectare site to-
wards north Ahmedabad
has been proposed as a
biodiversity park by a group
of citizens.

Located between
Koteshwar Gam and Bhat
near the Narendra Modi Sta-
dium, the site has been
identified as the ‘Koteshwar
Wilderness Biodiversity
Park’ by the citizens’ group.

The group comprises ar-
chitects, urban planners,
grazers, landscape archi-
tects, and ecologists. The site
is claimed to have the last
remnants of the historic, dry
ravines of the Sabarmati
River once found exten-
sively between Ahmedabad
and Gandhinagar.“With the
site being an important
remnant of the natural, his-

toric topography of this part
of Gujarat, it has significant
heritage value enabling us
to understand the city of the
past,” Anne Balaram, con-
sulting administrator at the
Serenity Trust Library and
Botanical Garden in
Koteshwar village, told The
Indian Express.

 Balaram has been
spearheading the cam-
paign to identify and docu-
ment the area for the last
two years

Keshav Varma – chair-
man of Sabarmati Riverfront
Development Corporation
and also the head of a high-
level committee of urban
planners constituted by the
Ministry of Housing and Ur-
ban Affairs – is also one of
the group members.

How is the site different
from a majority of other bo-
tanical parks or gardens and
urban forests in

Ahmedabad? “This is highly
seasonal, unlike other parks
where you will mostly find
one kind of vegetation. Un-
like the plantations of parks
and new urban forests, the
plant ecology of the pro-
posed site is characterised
by co-dependencies and
spontaneously occurring
assemblages,” said Balaram
while shedding light on the
details.Listing examples,
Balaram highlighted spe-
cific relationships between
certain species that were
observed as essential com-
ponents of life cycles.

“Take, for instance, the
behavior of Jacobin cuckoo
that parasitises jungle
babbler’s nests. If one spe-
cies is removed, the entire
pyramid collapses which is
the reason why our mani-
cured gardens do not offer
the same biodiversity,” she
said.

No unemployment in country
but mere talk about it: BJP MP

There is no unemploy-
ment in the country, as
people are getting jobs as
sweepers, security guards
and plumbers, among oth-
ers, in scores of the new
shopping and cinema halls
that are being built, Rajya
Sabha MP and BJP leader
Ram Mokariya claimed on
Tuesday.

The MP from Gujarat
was interacting with jour-
nalists after a Rojgar Mela
organised by the Union
government at Hemu
Gadhvi Hall in Rajkot. The
Rojgar Mela, one of the 45
organised across the coun-

try, was presided over by
Union Minister of State for
Railways and Textiles
Darshana Jardosh.In all, 203
men and women who have
been selected for various
posts of Union and Gujarat
governments, were handed
over appointment letters.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addressed the 45
events through video-
conferencing.Citing re-
ported shortage in the agri-
cultural sector to under-
score his point, Mokariya
said, “When one talks about
employment, people gener-
ally talk about government
jobs.

‘Treat Mumbai and Ahmedabad pilgrims as same’:
Plea in HC seeks quashing of Haj Committee circular

AhmedabadFour Mus-
lim families from Gujarat on
Monday moved the High
Court, challenging a May 6
circular of the Haj Commit-
tee of India.

Pilgrims embarking on
the journey from
Ahmedabad are bound to
pay Rs 68,000 more as com-
pared to those from
Mumbai following the re-
lease of the circular.With the
Ministry of Minority Affairs,
the Haj Committee of India,
and the State of Gujarat
made respondent parties to
the plea, the petitioners –
who are first-time pilgrims –
have pointed out that while
the difference in the charges
in the two embarkation
points between 2017 and
2022 has ranged from Rs
2,000 to nearly Rs 5,850, the
difference this year is Rs
67,981.The petitioners have
sought the court’s direction
to quash the circular, and
that it be held unconstitu-
tional, illegal, arbitrary, and
unreasonable. They have
also urged the court to di-
rect the respondents to
treat the pilgrims from
Ahmedabad similar to the
pilgrims embarking from
Mumbai, as has been done
in the past.Once a pilgrim is
selected by draw of lots, the

requisite amount – charges
fixed by the Haj Committee
of India – needs to be
deposited.This includes to-
and-fro travel expenses
from respective embarka-
tion points to Saudi Arabia,
accommodation in Saudi
Arabia, and other logistics,
and exchanged and con-
verted currency of 2,100
SAR (Saudi Riyal) for spend-
ing during the pilgrimage,
as per officials.While the
charges for those embark-

ing on the pilgrimage from
Ahmedabad and Mumbai
have remained nearly simi-
lar since the two embarka-
tion points are almost equi-
distant, this year the cost for
embarking from
Ahmedabad is Rs 3.72 lakh,
while from Mumbai it is Rs
3.04 lakh.This does not in-
clude the converted cur-
rency of 2,100 SAR, which
was earlier given to all
pilgrims.The petitioners
have also highlighted that

in previous years, the break-
up of the amount recovered
under various heads was
made known and disclosed
to the pilgrims. But that has
not been done this year,
they said.The petitioners
have also submitted that
undertaking the pilgrimage
through the Haj Committee
is the only option available
to them. Opting the private
tour operators can cost
more than Rs 6.5 lakh, which
is “beyond their reach and
capacity”, they stated.

Cong takes on AMC: No arrests a
month after construction firm booked

AhmedabadLeader of
Opposition in the
Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-
poration (AMC), Shehzad
Khan Pathan from the Con-
gress, has alleged that even
a month after an FIR was
lodged against the com-
pany and the project man-
agement consultant that
built Hatkeshwar bridge,
neither has any action been
taken in connection to the
damage caused to the
bridge nor any step taken to
demolish the same.

Pathan had raised these
issues at the AMC’s general
board meeting on
Monday.Speaking to The In-
dian Express, Pathan said on
Tuesday, “On April 15, based
on the reports of various
labs like that of IIT Roorkee,
the municipal commis-
sioner took a big decision to
demolish the bridge, initi-
ated a police complaint
against the firm, and it was

said that the firm will be
blacklisted and so on. But
no concrete step has been
taken. No arrests made till
now. It has been a month
since the decision was
made public, and the bridge
is yet to be demolished, and
there is no information on
when it is sched“Monsoon
is going to arrive around
June 15, then for three
months, no demolition
work will be held… this
(bridge) will stay on as a
symbol of corruption,” he
added.

Pathan further said the
AMC took the decision to
demolish the bridge after
several demonstrations
seeking action. “Even work
on the flyover over Pallav
char rasta, constructed by
same firm that built
Hatkeshwar bridge, has
been stalled. What will hap-
pen to it? The bridge, cost-
ing crores, had only a defect
liability period of a year? It
should have been at least
for 25 years,” he added.uled
to be demolished.”“The
AMC has said the cost of re-
construction of the bridge
will be recovered from the
firm. How will this be pos-
sible if the firm has moved
court and police also yet to
make any arrests,” Pathan
asked.

Pathan had
raised these
issues at the
AMC's general
board meeting
on Monday.

Hospital falls prey to ransomware
attack, hackers demand $70,000

AhmedabadDays af-
ter KD Hospital fell prey to
a ransomware attack, an
FIR was filed on Tuesday
at the Bopal police station.
The cyberattack blocked
the hospital from access-
ing all its online systems,
including CCTV footage,
patient data, hospital files,
and software, people
privy to the matter said.

“The ransomware at-
tack took place at around
2 am on May 13. All server
data of the hospital on its
online server was en-
crypted. A ransom de-
mand was made via an
email by the attackers of
USD 70,000 in bitcoins to
decrypt the files. The serv-
ers are still down,” said AP
Chaudhary, police inspec-
tor, Bopal police station.A
top source in the hospital,
however, said the

hospital’s online system was
up and running. “Our servers
– containing all our software
– were down for a day but
we worked manually. The
servers are now up and run-
ning. We got another server
for backup. The healthcare
services were not affected.
An NFSU (National Forensic
Sciences University) team
and cyber crime police are
also investigating the mat-
ter. It will take another week
for the audit report.

Based on that, we will
get to know if there were
any system vulnerabilities.
We might have to make
some rectification in our IT
infrastructure accordingly,”
said the officialThe FIR has
been lodged under IPC sec-
tions 384 (extortion), 511
(moral guilt and injury), and
IT Act sections 43 (penalty
and compensation for dam-

age to computer, com-
puter system) and 66
(computer related of-
fence). The FIR was regis-
tered following a com-
plaint from Kishor Gojiya,
an IT official at the hospi-
tal.

Gojiya received a call
at around 2 am on May 13,
as per the FIR, from the
hospital’s night supervi-
sor Mehulbhai Bhavsar, in-
forming him that the hos-
pital server was down. Fol-
lowing a conversation
with another hospital IT
official, Hitesh Patel, the
disruption was conf the
hospital, he stated in the
FIR, he realised an uniden-
tified hackers’ group had
launched a ransomware
attack.  complaint, he also
alleged the attackers
“damaged very crucial
data of the hospital.

At Morbi, the Minister of State for Home Affairs Harsh Sanghvi will Launch
of the Newly built GSRTC bus station at a cost of more than 543 lakhs.

Kapil Dev! The first Brand Icon of
India's No.1 Stellar Skoda

Ahmedabad, Gujarat -
Stellar Skoda, India’s No.1
dealer of Skoda India, has
announced that legendary
cricketer Kapil Dev will be
the brand Icon for Stellar
Skoda in Gujarat . The com-
pany aims to leverage the
iconic association while cel-
ebrating its 40 years of leg-
endary world cup wins that
will drive brand growth in
the Gujarat market. It will be
the first time a dealer will
launch a brand icon &
thereby making history in
the automobile dealership
sector. Stellar Skoda has out-

lets across 7 cities of Gujarat
namely Ahmedabad,

Vadodara, Surat, Bhavnagar,
Bharuch, Mehsana, Anand.

Speaking on the asso-
ciation, Mr. Abhimanyu

Tripathi, CEO of Stellar
Group said, "We are de-

lighted to have Kapil
Dev as our Brand Icon in
India. He is a true icon
and a role model for
millions of Indians. His
Stellar passion, commit-
ment, and performance
to the game are qualities
that we at Stellar Skoda
deeply resonate with. We
are confident that his as-
sociation with our brand

will help us connect with our
customers at a deeper level
and drive our growth in the
Gujarat market."

Roastea opens its 6th
outlet in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad: Roastea
opens 6th outlet at the most
prestigious Palladium mall
of  Ahmedabad. This is
roastea first Franchise outlet.

Roastea is introducing new
curated beverages and food
items at this outlet to attract
the family crowd. Roastea
plans to open 20-25 outlets
in the current year. Roastea
has been complimenting its
vending machines vertical
with every opening of a new

outlet as outlets give visibil-
ity and allows the employ-
ees who have Roastea bev-
erages in office to also expe-
rience its wide choices at

outlets. Roastea is Co
–Founded by Anurag
Bhamidipaty and
C h a i t a n y a
Bhamidipaty.

Roastea a One-
Stop-Solution for
Both Tea and Coffee
Lovers. Roastea story
goes back to 2019
when twin brothers
Anurag and
Chaitanya who were

practicing law always had
a constant conflict in find-
ing one go-to beverage
brand as one loved coffee
and the other loved tea.
Roastea is born through a
passion to serve a fulfilling
cup to people from all
walks of life.
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Meghan is at the awards ceremony - where tickets cost a whopping $1,500, while tables cost a minimum of
$15,000 - to receive a 'Women of Vision' honor from her close friend, feminist icon Gloria Steinem, with organizers
revealing that the Duchess is being celebrated for her 'lifelong advocacy for women and girls'. The Women of
Vision website further gushes that the mother-of-two is 'a feminist, champion of human rights and gender equity,
and global role model'. Meghan's appearance at the awards ceremony in New York comes amid what experts have
described as her attempt to draw 'all eyes on her' following the Coronation on May 6.

The Prime Minister told the Council of Europe summit in Reykjavik, Iceland,
that 'the UK may have left the EU, but we have not left Europe'. The comments
come a day after Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky met Sunak at Chequers
and Downing Street announced that the UK is set to provide war-torn Ukraine
with air defence missiles and attack drones. Early on Tuesday, Ukrainian air de-
fenses, bolstered by sophisticated Western-supplied systems, thwarted an in-
tense Russian air attack on Kyiv, shooting down all missiles aimed at the capital,
officials said. Speaking via video link at the start of the two-day summit, Zelensky
said: 'Today we faced an intense Russian missile attack. At 3am 18 Russian mis-
siles fell from our skies. Russia used ballistic missiles, cruise missiles, drone mis-
siles, to make it difficult for our air defense to save lives. But everyone missiles
were shot down, including ballistic missiles - this is a historic achievement, thanks
to all of you. I thank the leaders who helped us improve air defense.' Pictured
left: Sunak and Zelensky following their meeting at Chequers. Right: Zelensky
giving an address at the Council of Europe summit

Runners are no strangers to pain and the odd injury in pursuing their pas-
sion. But 'holes in the head' from an angry bird are the last thing they'd expect.
However, that's what happened to Ewan Cameron (pictured inset) running near
his home in Friockheim, Angus, when a buzzard swooped on him. He described
the attack as like someone 'punching you in the back of the head'. The mara-
thon runner was three miles from home when the raptor struck.
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Nigerian state imposes curfew
after dozens killed in attacks

Abuja, May 17 (IANS) The government in
Nigeria's central Plateau state has imposed a 24-
hour curfew after gunmen attacks on two
neighbouring villages claimed dozens of lives.

The overnight attacks, which occurred in the
Fungzai and Kubat villages in the Mangu local gov-
ernment area of the state, targeted residents late
Monday, Governor Simon Lalong of Plateau state
said on Tuesday in a statement.

Lalong, who described the attacks as "seriously
disturbing," added women and children were
among the dead casualties. No official death figure
has been given so far, but local media reported more
than 20 people were killed in the attacks.

"This is yet another attempt by crises merchants
and criminals to return the state to the dark days of
pain and agony," the state governor said.

Libyan parliament suspends
prime minister-designate

Tripoli, May 17 (IANS) The eastern-based Libyan
House of Representatives (parliament) has sus-
pended Prime Minister-designate Fathi Bashagha
after more than a year of his appointment.

"The House of Representatives voted by major-
ity to suspend Prime Minister Fathi Bashagha, refer
him for investigation, and assign Finance Minister
Osama Hammad to run the duties of Prime Minis-
ter, in addition to his duties as Finance Minister," said
Abdullah Blehig, the parliament spokesman, on
Tuesday.He did not reveal the reasons for the deci-
sion. However, the parliament discussed in Tuesday's
session an item related to the performance of
Bashagha's government since it was granted confi-
dence earlier last year, according to Blehig.In Feb-
ruary 2022, the parliament appointed Bashagha, the
former Interior Minister, as the Prime Minister to re-
place Prime Minister Abdul-Hamed Dbeibah, Xinhua
news agency reported.

Biden to cut short Asia-Pacific
trip due to debt ceiling
stalemate: Media

Washington, May 17 (IANS) US President Joe
Biden will not travel to Papua New Guinea and Aus-
tralia later this month as originally planned due to
the ongoing stalemate in negotiations with Con-
gressional leaders to address the debt ceiling, mul-
tiple US media outlets reported, citing sources fa-
miliar with the matter.

Biden would have become the first sitting US
President to visit the Pacific island country of Papua
New Guinea, to be followed by a trip to Sydney for
the leaders' summit of the Quad, which includes the
US, Japan, India and Australia.Biden will still go to
Hiroshima, Japan, to participate in the three-day G7
summit beginning from Friday, Xinhua news agency
reported.Earlier on Tuesday, John Kirby, the National
Security Council's coordinator for strategic commu-
nications, told the regular White House press brief-
ing that the White House was "reevaluating" the
post-Japan part of Biden's trip.News of the short-
ening of the presidential overseas trip came as
Biden was meeting with Congressional leaders from
both the Democratic and Republican parties in the
Oval Office over the debt ceiling issue.Treasury Sec-
retary Janet Yellen reaffirmed on Monday that the
US may default on its debt obligations as soon as
June 1 if the partisan fight drags on without a settle-
ment.

Russia's parliament denounces
European armed forces treaty

Moscow, May 17 (IANS)
Russia's lower house of par-
liament, the State Duma, has
formally denounced the
Treaty on Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe
(CFE), according to a state-
ment published on its
website.

"Deputies of the State
Duma, guided by the inter-
ests of our citizens, decided
to denounce the Treaty on
Conventional Armed Forces
in Europe to ensure the se-
curity of the Russian Federa-
tion," said Chairman of the
Russian State Duma
Vyacheslav Volodin on Tues-
day.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin initially sub-
mitted a bill to the State
Duma on the denunciation
of the treaty on Wednesday
(May 10) , Xinhua news
agency reported.

The document submit-
ted by the Russian leader
said that the treaty has cur-
rently become outdated
and irrelevant, considering
the large-scale global
changes that have taken
place, related to the expan-
sion of NATO."Washington

and Brussels, obsessed with
the idea of building a unipo-
lar world and expanding
NATO to the east, have de-
stroyed the global security
system," Volodin wrote in a
Telegram post.

He noted that while
NATO had originally por-
trayed itself as a defensive
alliance, it eventually only
caused suffering and de-
struction through its inter-
ventions in Yugoslavia, Af-
ghanistan, Libya, Iraq and
Syria.

By continuing its arms
supplies to the Kiev regime,
Washington is in fact
destabilising the situation in
the world and "provoking a
global catastrophe," he said.

The CFE treaty was origi-
nally signed in 1990 by the
then-NATO members and
former six Warsaw Treaty
states. The agreement came
into force later in 1992.

The treaty was aimed at
establishing a balance be-
tween the two military alli-
ances by setting limits on
the quantities of weapons
and military equipment that
all parties were allowed to
amass. --IANS

Millions of children at risk after cyclone
swept Myanmar, Bangladesh: UNICEF

United Nations, May 17
(IANS) The trail of destruc-
tion left by Cyclone Mocha,
which tore through parts of
Bangladesh and Myanmar,
is causing severe disruption
to the lives of millions of
vulnerable children and
families, including many al-
ready living in dire condi-
tions, said the UNICEF.

Even as the worst of the
storm has passed, the risk of
landslides remains high,
and further dangers, in-
cluding waterborne dis-
eases, will likely grow in the
days ahead, warned the UN
fund on Tuesday.

Cyclone Mocha hit the
coastlines of Bangladesh
and Myanmar on Sunday
afternoon, leaving behind

destroyed homes, health fa-
cilities, schools, and other
critical infrastructure. Many
of the hundreds of thou-
sands of people affected
are refugees or internally
displaced people living in
poorly structured shelters
in camps and hard-to-reach
areas. They rely heavily on
humanitarian assistance for
food, water, health, educa-
tion, and protection,
UNICEF added as quoted by
Xinhua news agency re-
port.

"The areas hit hardest
by the storm are home to
communities already living
through conflict, poverty,
instability, and climate and
environmental shocks,"
said UNICEF Executive Di-

rector Catherine Russell in
a press statement.

The situation is particu-
larly worrisome in
Myanmar. More than 16
million people, 5.6 million
of them children, were in
the path of the cyclone in
Rakhine State and locations
in the northwest, said
UNICEF.In Bangladesh,
home to the world's largest
refugee camp in Cox's
Bazar, one million Rohingya
refugees faced the brunt of
the heavy storms, half of
them children. The refugee
camps rank among the
most tightly packed places
on earth and are also prone
to mudslides, and children
live in fragile temporary
shelters, UNICEF added.

Cyclone Mocha tied
with Tropical Cyclone Fani
in 2019 as the strongest
storm ever recorded in the
North Indian Ocean. Scien-
tists recently found that,
while disaster manage-
ment efforts have reduced
the number of deaths dur-
ing cyclones in recent years,
climate change is threaten-
ing this progress. They
noted that escalating fre-
quency and intensity of
storms will pose a far
greater risk to Bangladesh
in the coming decades, it
aid.While Cox's Bazar was
spared the eye of the storm,
thousands of people have
been affected and several
temporary shelters, facili-
ties, and infrastructure for
refugees have been
flooded and left severely
damaged, it added.

Together with local
partners, UNICEF is pre-po-
sitioning and deploying
supplies in Bangladesh and
Myanmar to ramp up re-
sponse services, including
water and sanitation, child
protection, health, nutri-
tion, and education, it said.

Lebanon signs deal to get
more fuel oil from Iraq

Beirut, May 17 (IANS) The
Lebanese Energy Minister
Walid Fayyad has said that
Iraq agreed to increase the
volume of heavy fuel oil ex-
ported annually to Lebanon
by 50 per cent to 1.5 million
metric ton.Fayyad added on
Tuesday in a statement that
Iraq agreed to secure all of
Lebanon's needs of oil de-
rivatives to operate power
plants and ensure addi-
tional power supply during
the summer, Xinhua news
agency reported.

Iraq also agreed to pro-
vide Lebanon with two mil-

lion metric ton of crude an-
nually. Lebanon received
payment facilities for this
deal for six months from the
date of receipt "without in-
curring any financial inter-
ests and at a price that takes
competitive international
prices into account," the
Minister said.Since July
2021, Lebanon has been
importing heavy fuel oil
from Iraq to generate elec-
tricity from power plants, se-
curing a daily power supply
of about four hours, accord-
ing to an agreement be-
tween the two parties.

Yemeni govt renews pledge
to support peace efforts

Aden (Yemen), May 17
(IANS) Yemen's internation-
ally-recognised govern-
ment has reiterated its un-
wavering commitment to
achieving peace in the war-
torn country and ending
people's suffering.

In a meeting with EU
envoys in the southern port
city of Aden, Rashad Al-
Alimi, chief of Yemen's
Presidential Leadership
Council (PLC), emphasised
his government's determi-
nation to bring about
peace amid the ongoing
conflict, according to the
state-run Saba news
agency on Tuesday.

During the meeting, the

Yemeni leader urged the
EU nations to exert pres-
sure on the Houthi militia
to engage in peace talks
and end the years of suffer-
ing experienced by the
Yemeni people, Xinhua
news agency reported.Al-
Alimi provided a compre-
hensive update to the EU
Ambassador to Yemen
Gabriel Munuera Vinals
and ambassadors repre-
senting France, the Nether-
lands, Germany, and
Italy.The EU diplomats
pledged to explore all
available channels to en-
courage a peaceful resolu-
tion to end the years-long
military conflict in Yemen.

Quad meet cancelled, PM Modi
may still visit Australia: Albanese

Sydney, May 17 (IANS)
Confirming the cancellation
of next week's Quad meet-
ing, Australian Prime Minis-
ter Anthony Albanese on
Wednesday said that it is still
possible that his Indian
counterpart Narendra Modi
will visit Sydney next week.

The development
comes after US President
Joe Biden pulled out from
the meeting at the last
minute citing the domestic
debt ceiling crisis, and now
all four leaders of the Quad
grouping -- the US, Japan,
India and Australia -- are
likely to instead meet on the

sidelines of the G7 meeting
in Japan this weekend, the
ABC News reported.

The meeting was slated
to take place on May 24.

Modi is scheduled to
travel to Japan, Papua New
Guinea and Australia this
month with the power-
packed visit concluding
'Down Under' where he will
address the diaspora.

"Prime Minister Modi
has a bilateral program that
is organised, so I'm certain
that he will be here. And, of
course, we have a very large
growing diaspora here in
Australia and there are

events including a large
event at Qudos Bank Arena
to be held next Tuesday
night (May 23)," Albanese
said in a statement.More
than 20,000 members of the
Indian diaspora have
registere community recep-
tion organised for Modi in
Sydney during his visit to
Australia on May 23.The
event -- 'Australia Welcomes
Modi' -- organised by non-
profit Indian Australian
Diaspora Foundation (IADF)
will provide Indians Down
Under an opportunity to see
Modi and listen to his ad-
dress to the community.

North Carolina upholds 12-week abortion ban
Washington, May 17

(IANS) Lawmakers in the US
state of North Carolina have
voted to override the Demo-
cratic Governor's veto of a
ban on most abortions after
12 weeks.

Officially known as the
Care for Women, Children
and Families Act, it was
passed by the state Senate
along party lines on May 4,
a day after being passed by
North Carolina's House of
Representatives, reports the
BBC.

The measure was ve-
toed by Governor Roy Coo-
per at a rally on May 13. He
said the bill would stand "in
the way of progress" and
"turn the clock back 50 years
on women's health".

The legislation bans
abortion at 12 weeks except
in cases of rape, incest and
medical emergencies. It
mandates that any abor-
tions taking place after that
period be carried out in a
hospital.

The exceptions in the
case of rape and incest are
until 20 weeks of pregnancy,
or in the event of a "life-lim-
iting anomaly", up to 24
weeks.

But on Tuesday, the state
Senate voted 30-20 and the
House by 72-48 to override
the veto.

A single Republican de-
fector could have tipped the
outcome the other way.

The law, which also re-
stricts use of abortions pills
after 10 weeks of pregnancy
and puts in place additional

requirements, will now take
effect on July 1.

Protesters gathered at
the statehouse on Tuesday
shouted "Shame! Shame!
Shame!" after the vote, the
BBC reported.

Near-total abortion
bans have been passed by
14 states in the US since the
Supreme Court ended the
nationwide right to abor-
tion last year.

North Carolina saw a 37
per cent increase in abor-
tions following the Supreme
Court ruling, according to
the Society of Family Plan-
ning, a non-profit.

The increase was largely
driven by women travelling
to North Carolina from other
parts of the southern US,
where restrictions are now
largely restricted, it said.

Kim Jong-un inspects
military spy satellite facility

Seoul, May 17 (IANS)
North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un inspected the
country's first military re-
connaissance satellite and
gave the green light for its
next action plan,
Pyongyang's state media
said on Wednesday, adding
that the satellite is "ready for
loading" on a rocket.

Kim made the on-site
inspection to the Non-per-
manent Satellite Launch
Preparatory Committee a
day earlier to check the
overall status of the spy sat-
ellite and approved of its
"future action plan", the
North's official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency (KCNA)

said, in a move that signals
the launch could be
imminent."After acquaint-
ing himself in detail with the
work of the committee, he
inspected the military re-
connaissance satellite No. 1
which is ready for loading
after undergoing the final
general assembly check and
space environment test,"
Yonhap News Agency
quoted the KCNA as saying.

Kim stressed that the
successful launch of the sat-
ellite is an "urgent require-
ment under the prevailing
security environment" and a
process of "bolstering up
the defence capabilities on
a top priority basis".--IANS

Vietnam approves plan to cut
power output from coal-fired plants

Hanoi, May 17 (IANS) The
Vietnamese government
has approved a plan that
needs $134.7 billion to re-
duce coal-fired electricity
generation and improve the
country's power grid by
2030.The plan is aimed at

ensuring Vietnam's energy
security as the country is set
to maintain an annual gross
domestic product (GDP)
growth rate of 7 per cent
until 2030 while shifting to-
ward carbon neutrality by
2050, reports Xinhua news
agency citing local media.

Under the plan, coal-
fired power output would
drop to 20 per cent of power
supply by 2030 from almost
half now while the share of
renewable energy in the
country's power mix would
be raised to between 67.5
and 71.5 per cent.

The plan showed Viet-
nam would double its

power generation capacity
to more than 150 gigawatts
by 2030 from 69 gigawatts
at the end of 2020.Coal-fired
power would account for
30.13 gigawatts or 20 per
cent of the mix by 2030, fol-
lowed by hydropower with
19.5 per cent, wind energy
with 18.5 per cent and solar
power with 8.5 per cent, ac-
cording to the draft.Under
the plan, half of office build-
ings and homes in Vietnam
would be powered by roof-
top solar panels by 2030,
and the country would also
aim to export green energy
with a target of 5-10 giga-
watts by 2030.

Impeachment trial opens
against Ecuadorian President
Quito, May 17 (IANS)

Ecuador's National Assem-
bly has opened an impeach-
ment trial against President
Guillermo Lasso, who is
likely to be stripped of office
for embezzlement.

The hearing began at 10
a.m. on Tuesday, with the
presence of 109 of the 137
Assembly members that
comprise Congress, where
the opposition holds a ma-
jority of seats, reports
Xinhua news agency.

Lasso, a 67-year-old
former banker, is accused by
the opposition of embez-
zling funds through a con-
tract signed between state-
owned oil tanker fleet Flota
Petrolera Ecuatoriana and
the privately-owned com-
pany Amazonas Tanker, for
the rental of vessels to ship
hydrocarbons.

The contract was signed
in 2018 and renewed in
2020, before he took office

in May 2021.
But his opponents

claimed he allowed the
business arrangement to
continue despite knowing it
meant losses for the state.

"The political responsi-
bility of the president is irre-

futable, since we are con-
vinced that he not only
knew about and allowed
corruption, but that he was
a strategic part of it," law-
maker Viviana Veloz of the
opposition coalition Union
for Hope (Unes) led by
former president Rafael
Correa (2007-2017) said dur-
ing Tuesday's hearing.

Lasso argued in his de-
fence and accused the op-
position of making the "ab-
surd accusation" to create
instability.

"What is at stake is not
merely the viability of a gov-
ernment, but Ecuador as a
nation. We are putting the
soul of our democracy at
risk," he said.

"There is no evidence or
relevant testimonies. The
only thing there is informa-
tion that proves my total,
evident and unquestion-
able innocence."

Lasso pointed out that
the contract was signed in
2018 and renewed in 2020,
before he became President
in May 2021, and that he did
not get involved in state
company business dealings.

This is the first time in
Ecuador's 44 years as a de-
mocracy that a President
has faced possible ouster by
the legislative branch.

Nepal's Kami Rita Sherpa climbs
Mt. Everest for record 27th time
Kathmandu, May 17

(IANS) Nepals legendary
climber, Kami Rita Sherpa,
has summited Mt. Everest
for a record 27th time.

The 53-year-old broke
his own record of climbing
the world's highest peak for
the 26th time.

Kami Rita scaled the
8,848.86-metre mountain
on Wednesday morning, his
expedition organiser Seven
Summit Treks said.

"This morning at 8.30
a.m., Kami Rita successfully
summited Mt. Everest for an
incredible 27th time," said
Mingma Sherpa, chairman

of Seven Summit Treks.
On May 14, Pasang

Dawa Sherpa reached the
summit of the world's high-
est peak for 26th time,
equalising with Kami Rita.

Kami Rita, who is work-
ing as a Senior Climbing
Guide at Seven Summit
Treks Pvt Ltd, had scaled the
Mt Everest for the first time
on May 13, 1994.

Between 1994 to 2023,
he has now scaled the peak
27 times.Besides Everest, he
has also climbed the K2 and
Lhotse (one time each);
Manaslu (thrice); and Cho
Oyu (eight).
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INTER MILAN 1-0 AC MILAN (agg 3-0) - CRAIG HOPE AT THE SAN SIRO: And so
this city is black and blue. Fitting colours, given the beating Inter have handed
down to their rivals en route to the final. Milan - battered, bruised and their own
colours lowered - were a sorry sight at this stage of the world's best club compe-
tition. This was not so much Catenaccio from the winners, that grand old art of
Italian defending, but more so the vandalism of an opponent who were not good
enough to score. As for Inter, they did what they had to and, holding a 2-0 lead
from the first leg, made sure of victory when Lautaro Martinez netted 16 min-
utes from time. That, however, is the extent of the plaudits, given how poor their
opponents were. For here, beneath a quite literal explosion of flares and fire-
crackers, was a Champions League semi-final in name and atmosphere only.
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Sometimes, you have to back your skills, everything
cannot be planned: RP Singh on Mohsin

New Delhi, May 17
(IANS) Lucknow Super Gi-
ants have taken a crucial
step towards playoff qualifi-
cation by beating the
Mumbai Indians by five runs
in a hotly contested 2023 IPL
clash on Tuesday evening at
the Ekana stadium in
Lucknow.

Batting first, Lucknow
set a formidable total of 177
runs behind Marcus Stoinis
scoring 89 runs (47b, 4x4,
8x6) in a hard-hitting in-
nings. Mumbai had a great
start to the innings with a
90-run opening partnership
between Ishan Kishan and
Rohit Sharma. However, it
was not enough to chase
the target down as they
kept losing wickets at regu-
lar intervals and failed to
gain momentum. Tim David
gave some hopes but a stel-
lar final over by Mohsin
Khan helped Lucknow get
the much needed two
points. This loss drops

Mumbai to fourth in the
standings while Lucknow
are at third.

Mohsin Khan was tasked
with defending 11 runs off
the final over against
Mumbai, something he did
exceedingly well by conced-
ing just five runs in the over.

JioCinema IPL expert RP
Singh was extremely im-
pressed with the adaptabil-
ity Khan showed, "Mohsin
Khan did some out of the
box things with his bowling.
He bowled a length ball, a
short good-length ball, after
that a yorker, bowling with
a better plan. He knew
against which batters the
yorker would work well."

"Cameron Green is a
proper batter and his bat
speed is a little different. For
him, short or good length
worked well from Mohsin
Khan. Sometimes, you have
to back your skills. Every-
thing cannot be planned.
Certain things need to be

dealt with your instincts in
certain moments."

Marcus Stoinis was
awarded Player of the Match
for his breathtaking 89-run
knock to help Lucknow put
up the formidable total that
they managed. JioCinema
IPL expert Parthiv Patel
praised Stoinis navigation of
a tricky pitch, "He batted ex-
tremely well. He paced the
inning really well, given how
the pitch was at the start of
the match and how batting
on it wasn't easy. He took his
time and then he put on a
dazzling display. The way
the pitch was slow, you
needed strength to hit big
shots. We saw it from Tim
David as well but the way
Stoinis batted was great to
watch. He played till the end
and remained not out."

RP Singh also broke
down the moments in the
Mumbai Indians' innings
that ultimately led to their
loss.

IPL 2023: Had given up hope of
playing cricket at one point,
says LSG pacer Mohsin Khan

Lucknow, May 17 (IANS) After successfully de-
fending 11 runs in the final over of Mumbai Indians
chase to give Lucknow Super Giants a tight five-run
victory in IPL 2023, left-arm pacer Mohsin Khan re-
called the tough phase of his career in the last 12
months, revealing that he had even given up hope
of playing the game.

Mohsin had picked 14 wickets in nine matches
at an economy rate of 5.97 in his debut IPL season
last year. But after that, he suffered a serious shoul-
der injury and did not play any competitive cricket
for 12 months, missing the entire domestic season
and first half of IPL 2023.

"It was a very tough time and I had given up
hope of playing cricket at one point because I was
not able to even lift my hand, forget bowling. I was
not able to straighten (my hand), my physio worked
alongside me.""It was medical related, it was quite
scary, as the doctor had said if I was late by another
month they would have had to amputate my hand.
Regarding my injury, I would first like to say that no
cricketer should suffer this kind of condition. It was
quite strange, my artery was blocked, my nerve was
blocked," he said in the post-match press confer-
ence.

Mohammed Shami is an outstanding
bowler, says Ian Bishop

New Delhi, May 17 (IANS) Former West Indies
cricketer Ian Bishop commended Indian fast bowler
Mohammed Shami for his exceptional performance
in IPL 2023 and praised his ability to take wickets
during the powerplay overs.

Bishop highlighted the significance of early
breakthroughs in comparison to wickets taken to-
wards the end of an innings, emphasising Shami's
effectiveness in getting crucial dismissals upfront.

He further drew parallels between Shami's bowl-
ing style and the successful spells by fellow Indian
pacers Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Mohammed Siraj,
emphasising Shami's ability to consistently bowl a
challenging line and length with a hint of move-
ment. Bishop hailed Shami's contributions in break-
ing the opposition's run chase and hailed him as an
outstanding bowler, particularly in recent seasons.

Abu Dhabi T10's New York
Strikers enters Lanka Premier
League as Colombo Strikers

Colombo, May 17 (IANS) The New York Strikers,
who finished as runners-up in their first season of
the Abu Dhabi T10 last year, on Wednesday an-
nounced that they have acquired a franchise in the
exciting Lanka Premier League, which will be called
Colombo Strikers.

The franchise, owned by Sagar Khanna, has
joined Kandy Falcons, Jaffna Kings, Galle Gladiators
and Dambulla Aura in the five-team competition.

Sagar Khanna, who owns the Skky Group - a
leader in various sectors such as hospitality, retail
stores and real estate - made his first foray into
cricket by co-founding the New York-based cricket
franchise Skky Strikers. Later, he went on to become
the sole owner of the franchise. The Skky Strikers
witnessed fantastic results in several tournaments
in the United States of America before the franchise
made its way to Abu Dhabi and Sri Lanka.

IPL 2023: To straightaway play in high-pressure situation
shows how strong mentally Mohsin is, says Krunal Pandya

Lucknow, May 17 (IANS)
Lucknow Super Giants cap-
tain Krunal Pandya ap-
plauded left-arm pacer
Mohsin Khan for being
mentally strong to come out
on top of a high-pressure
situation of defending 11
runs in the final over against
Mumbai Indians.

Playing just his second
match of 2023 IPL, Mohsin
successfully defended 11
runs off the final over
against the pair of Tim David
and Cameron Green as
Lucknow got over the line
by five runs and inched
closer to sealing a spot in
the playoffs by now being at
third place in the points
table.

"Mohsin is someone
who has a really, really big
heart. And if you have a big
heart in this sport, you go a
long way. And that is what
Mohsin is all about. Really
happy for him. He has not
played any cricket in the last
one year."

"He went through a very
serious surgery. And then to
come here and straightaway
play IPL in such a high-pres-
sure situation, that shows

how strong mentally he is.
He has a big heart and when
someone has a big heart,
the sky is the limit," said
Krunal after the match
ended. Krunal, who had to
retire hurt while batting,
also pointed out that
Lucknow never had it easy

to get a win over Mumbai in
what was their last league
match at home. "I was hav-
ing cramps and I felt like I
pulled a muscle. Anything
for the team, I have been a
team player. Really happy."

"It has not been easy for
us. Though we have played
some good cricket, the re-

sults haven't been in our
favour. Fans have supported
us and good to give them a
win."

Mumbai's playoffs
hopes, despite not losing a
wicket in the power-play in
the chase of 178, have now
suffered a serious dent. They

are now left dependent
on other results to go in
their favour for the
chance to advance to
the playoffs even if they
emerge victorious over
Sunrisers Hyderabad
on Sunday afternoon.

Captain Rohit
Sharma admitted that
Mumbai lost their way
in the second half of
the chase, apart from
giving away 54 runs in
the last three overs. "We
assessed the pitch well,
it wasn't a pitch like the

earlier one. It was good to
bat on. But we lost our way
in the second half. In hind-
sight, we gave away too
many runs at the back end.
The last three overs went for
a few. The way we had
started, we were in a good
position to chase that tar-
get."

"We just lost the game.
We didn't play well enough
to win. There were moments
we didn't win. Unfortunate,
but we need to keep our
heads high. I don't know
how the calculation works.
We have to come out and
win that game (on Sunday)."

JioCinema's IPL viewership
sets new streaming record
New Delhi, May 17

(IANS) JioCinema, the official
digital streaming partner of
IPL 2023, has set a new
streaming record with its IPL
viewership.The platform's
viewership numbers have
been growing rapidly, and
the latest IPL season has
broken all previous records.

The average user time
spent on JioCinema per IPL
match has surpassed 60
minutes, as per the report by
Broadcast Audience Re-
search Council (BARC).

JioCinema recently an-
nounced that it clocked over
1300 crore video views in
the first five weeks of the

tournament. This milestone
indicates the growing
popularity of the platform
among users who prefer to
watch their favourite con-
tent on the go.Last week,
the TAM Report revealed
that Connected TV (CTV) ad-
vertising spots have been
increasing every week dur-
ing the ongoing season of
IPL. According to the report,
CTV ad spots have demon-
strated a consistent growth
trend, increasing from 78
spots (average ad spots per
match) in week 1 to 94 spots
(per match) in week 4, which
represents a 20 per cent
growth.

Indian women's hockey team ready to
test their skills against hosts Australia

New Delhi, May 17
(IANS) The Indian Women's
Hockey Team are all geared
up to take on hosts Austra-
lia on Thursday in the first
game of their trip Down
Under, where they will play
five matches from May 18-
27 at MATE Stadium in
Adelaide.The team led by

ace goalkeeper Savita and
Vice Captained by Deep
Grace Ekka will play Austra-
lia in the first three games of
the series, followed by two
matches against Australia A.
The tour is part of the Indian
team's preparations for the
upcoming Hangzhou Asian
Games 2023, which will take
place in September-Octo-
ber this year.

The Indian team will
open their tour with a match
against Australia on the
18th May before playing
back-to-back games on May
20 and May 21. The visitors
will then compete against
Australia A on May 25 and
May 27.

Notably, the Indian
Women's Hockey Team left
for Adelaide on May 14 and
since then they have been
training there to get
acclimatised to the condi-
tions in Australia. Speaking
on the same, Captain Savita
said, "We are training every-
day and even under the
lights so that the team get
used to the field and circum-
stances in Adelaide as our
matches are scheduled to
take place in the evening."

Group.
Role of recyclers and ex-

pertise provided by stalwarts
of recycling industry led by
Sanjay Mehta, President,
MRAI and Director, MTC
group provides the confi-
dence and manifest resolve
of Indian government, regu-
lators, producers, users and
recyclers towards achieving
panchamrut goals of India in
its Amrit Kal as highlighted
by Prashant K Banerjee, Ex-
ecutive Director, SIAM during
his visit at MTC Sanand plant.
SIAM is associated with Ma-
terial Recycling Association
of India (MRAI) as a part of its
advocacy and Initiative of cir-
cularity.

“MTC group’s contribu-
tion in building a circular
economy is extremely valu-
able. With their state-of-art
plant set up, strict adherence
to compliances and their
customer centric approach
will always stand tall
amongst all market leaders
in Recycling Industries” Mr
Jagdish Prasad Vice Presi-
dent, MTC Group.

Steel Secretary, MoS visits MTC
Vehicle Scrappage Unit at Sanand

Ahmedabad, Shri
Nagendra Nath Sinha, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Steel, Shri U
C Joshi, Joint Secretary, Min-
istry of Mines, along with Shri
S Narayanaswamy, Under
Secretary, Ministry of Steel
visited MTC Group Sanand
metal scrap recycling facility
as a part Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav (AKAM) - CIRCU-
LAR ECONOMY Campaign –
2023 which is organizing 75
programs which includes
conference, plant visits un-
der the aegis of Ministry of
Mines and the Ministry of
Steel, Government of India in
collaboration with JNARDDC
and Material Recycling Asso-
ciation of India (MRAI).

MTC’s new scrappage fa-
cility Centre at Sanand in
Gujarat state is dismantling
of passenger and commer-
cial cars that have reached
the end of their useful lives.
The facility is on 5 acres of
land and can handle more
than 56,000 vehicles each
year, claims by MTC.

While seeing the MTC fa-
cility, Shri Nagendra Nath

Sinha appreciated the efforts
of the Group to join India’s
circularity ambitions
through very well designed
plants and meticulous SOP.

In order to minimize the
environment pollution and
to enhance the circular
economy model, Mr. Sanjay
Mehta, Director, MTC Group
highlighted that India’s older
vehicles pollute 10 to 12
times more than fit vehicles,
and that India holds a monu-
mental load of over 2 crore
old vehicles nearing the end
of their lives of 15 years. With
the growing concerns of cli-
mate change, environmental
and ecological damage have
enhanced the importance of
sustainability within the au-
tomotive industry. Thus, PM
Modi government an-
nouncement of vehicle
scrappage policy is pushing
towards introducing circular-
ity will certainly help to re-
duce carbon emission and
air pollution, while promising
job and economic develop-
ment as highlighted by Mr
Yash Mehta, Director, MTC

in FY22. These numbers indi-
cate that our AUM, disburse-
ments, and profitability have
returned to pre-COVID levels,
driven by the revival of the
overall economy, strong on-
ground demand, and in-
creased geographical pres-
ence.

Looking ahead to FY24,
the bank aims to focus on
growing Gross Advances by
~30%, Deposits by ~35%,
achieving a Return on Assets
(ROA) of ~2.2%, and a Return
on Equity (ROE) of ~15%.
Operationally, our key areas
of focus include product di-
versification, maintaining
GNPA level below 2.0% and
NNPA level below 0.5%, le-
veraging digital initiatives
through multiple apps, tak-
ing CGFMU cover for JLG and
Vikas Loan, building a Vikas
loan book of ~Rs. 2,000
crores and expanding our
branch network.”

Suryoday Small Finance Bank Reported
PAT of Rs. 77.7 crores in FY23

Mumbai, Suryoday Small
Finance Bank Limited has
announced its audited finan-
cial results for the quarter
and year ended 31st March
2023. Key Highlights Finan-
cial highlights – FY23 -Net in-
terest income stood at
?746.6 crores as compared to
?584.5 crores, an increase of
27.7% year on year

The bank's collection ef-
ficiency, as of FY23, stands at
102.2%.  The bank's Gross
Advances in FY23 crossed Rs.
6,000 Crores, with the Vikas
Loan Portfolio crossing Rs.
1,200 Crores.

Commenting on the per-
formance, Mr. Baskar Babu,
MD & CEO, Suryoday Small
Finance Bank, said: “FY23
marked the first normalized
year post-COVID, witnessing
a significant rebound in the
overall economy. The bank's
Gross Advances in FY23
crossed Rs. 6,000 Crores, with

the Vikas Loan Portfolio
crossing Rs. 1,200 Crores.
Vikas Loan is the bank's flag-
ship product in unsecured
business loans offered to the
bank’s existing graduating
JLG customers, driven by in-
creased government sup-
port for nurturing MSME
growth. Consequently, the
AUM of the Vikas Loan grew
to Rs. 1,232 crores in FY23
from Rs. 213 crores, while the
customer base for the same
grew over 2.5 times to ~1.9
lakh customers.

The bank's collection ef-
ficiency, as of FY23, stands at
102.2%. Furthermore, we
have achieved a Profit After
Tax of Rs. 77.7 crores in FY23,
a significant improvement
from the loss of Rs. 93.0
crores in FY22. In terms of dis-
bursement, the bank’s dis-
bursements for FY23 stood
at Rs. 5,083 crores, a 44.1%
increase from Rs. 3,528 crores

MediaTek HyperEngine
gaming enhancements.

The Agni 2 offers BIG-
GEST and the Segment
Best Curved AMOLED dis-
play with its 6.78-inch FHD
+ screen with a 120 Hz Re-
fresh Rate. The display
comes with 1.07 billion
color depth, which is truly
a segment differentiator
and   supports HDR, HDR
10 and HDR 10+ and
Widevine L1.

Agni 2 with ergonomic
3D Dual Curve Design is
easy to hold and a pleasure
to feel. It brings Premium 3D
Glass Back Design with
Matte Finish with double re-
inforced glass protection.

Agni 2’s Super 50MP
Quad Camera comes with
the Segment First 1.0-mi-
cron (1 um) pixel sensor,
which captures more light
and richer details.

Agni 2 offers a segment
best 256 GB storage along
with 8GB RAM, which is ex-
tendable up to 16GB RAM
virtually.

Indian mobile brand Lava launches
Agni 2 with Curved Amoled Display

New Delhi, Lava Mobiles
today launched its world-
class Agni 2 5G smartphone
with cutting-edge technol-
ogy, providing an Indian al-
ternative to mid-range
smartphone buyers. The
Agni 2 5G is Lava’s most ac-
complished smartphone
with an all-new powerful
chipset and segment-first
features.

Truly ahead of the curve,
it is India’s first smartphone
powered by MediaTek’s lat-
est Dimensity 7050 proces-
sor providing faster gaming
and app experience.

“Agni 2 5G, the Indian
Fire Power represents the
epitome of Indian engineer-
ing in the smartphone in-
dustry. It is developed keep-
ing in mind all the aspira-
tions of Indian customers in
the Rs 20K price segment.
Our aim is to make Agni a
product that shows the
technological prowess of
India on the global stage. Its
truly world-class attributes
will change what you think

about Indian smartphones,”
said Sunil Raina, President &
Business Head, Lava Interna-
tional.

It is priced at INR 21, 999.
Agni 2 will be available on
amazon.in from May 24,
2023, with a flat discount of
INR 2000 on all major credit
& debit cards making the
effective starting price only
INR. 19,999.

“MediaTek Dimensity
7050 provides smooth gam-
ing experiences, exceptional
power-efficiency, AI-camera
enhancements, intelligent
performance, and extended
battery life for longer gam-
ing sessions”, said Anku Jain,
Managing Director,
MediaTek India. “

Lava Agni 2 5G is India’s
first smartphone powered
by MediaTek Dimensity
7050 integrated with
MediaTek 5G UltraSave,
powerful MiraVision 4K HDR
video processing for
streamers, super-fast re-
sponsiveness, high-resolu-
tion displays along with

IIFL Finance’s 'Gold Loan Mela’
Offers Gifts to All Customers
Taking Gold Loan until June 30

IIFL Finance, is one of India’s largest non-banking finan-
cial companies with over 2,600 dedicated gold loan
branches across India. IIFL Finance is back with its flagship
campaign, the Gold Loan Mela, which will be held between
May 15, 2023 until June 30, 2023. Lucky customers can win
mega prizes like a car, electric scooters, 32 inch LED TVs, re-
frigerators, smartphones and many more by availing a gold
loan until June 30.

Speaking on the launch of ‘‘Gold Loan Mela’ Mr. Saurabh
Kumar, Head Gold Loans at IIFL Finance said, “Customer loy-
alty is what has helped IIFL Finance to become India’s most
preferred gold loan brand. IIFL Gold Loan Mela is a large
event with offers for everyone. We request gold loan cus-
tomers to walk into any of our branches and make the best
use of the offers.”  Along with attractive gifts, IIFL Finance
offers gold loan at one of the most attractive interest rates
per month with a commitment of quick processing, maxi-
mum loan value and easy digital payment options.

To participate in the Gold Loan Mela, customers can visit
any of IIFL Finance's branches or apply online on the
company's website. The eligibility criteria and terms and
conditions of the contest can be found on the website.

IIFL Finance is one of the fastest growing and most re-
tail-focused finance companies in India with about Rs
64,638 crore of loan assets under management and is
known for #SeedhiBaat with customers by offering loans
without any hidden charges and at low interest rates.

Hester Biosciences reports Con.
Revenue growth of 19% in Q4FY23

Ahmedabad: Hester Biosciences Limited, one of India’s
leading animal health company, manufacturing vaccines
and health products has reported consolidated revenue
from operations of Rs. 67.30 crore for the Q4FY23, growth
of 19% Y-o-Y from revenue of Rs. 56.47 crore in Q4FY22.
Operating profit during the quarter ended March 2023 was
reported at Rs. 11.67 crore, 13% growth Y-o-Y from Rs. 10.33
crore in Q4FY22.  Company has recommended dividend of
Rs. 8 per equity share of Rs. 10 each (80%) for the financial
year 2022-23, subject to the approval of members at the
ensuing Annual General Meeting.

The Q4 sales of Animal Healthcare division got a big
boost due to the demand for Goat Pox Vaccine consequent
to the outbreak of Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) in cattle. The
year’s growth was also supplemented with a good growth
in the sales of health products.

The Poultry Healthcare Division had a degrowth of 8%
in Q4, and overall degrowth of 17% for the year. The poul-
try industry continues to be under pressure due to high
feed costs and low product realisations leading to signifi-
cantly lower new bird placements and poor collection
cycles. Nonetheless, considering that we have been able
to recover in Q4 compared to the yearly degrowth, we hope
to see a positive trend from Q1FY24. Petcare Division,
launched during the year is gaining traction. Until date,
since inception of this division 9 months ago, 10 products
have been launched in 15 sales territories. The market re-
sponse has been very encouraging and this division is set
to grow in geometric progression.

single payment gateway.
Currently, 750+ charge
points are available to Audi
e-tron owners on Charge
my Audi with more to be
added over the next few
weeks and months.

Commenting on the oc-
casion, Mr. Christian Cahn
von Seelen, Executive Direc-
tor Volkswagen Group Sales
India, Member of the Board,
“As a group, we are commit-
ted to electric mobility and
are continuously evaluating
electric vehicles and devel-
oping the charging ecosys-
tem. The luxury electric seg-
ment is witnessing good
demand and initiatives like
these for customers only
strengthen the overall prac-
ticality in terms of owner-
ship experience.”

Commenting on the an-
nouncement, Mr. Balbir
Singh Dhillon, Head of Audi
India, said, “Audi India is fo-
cused on customer centric-
ity. We are continuously
evaluating and introducing
solutions for our customers
that make the ownership
experience hassle-free.

Audi India introduces ‘Charge my
Audi’ on the ‘myAudiConnect’ app

Mumbai, Audi, the Ger-
man luxury car manufac-
turer, today announced the
introduction of ‘Charge my
Audi’ on the
myAudiConnect app – a one
stop solution that gives Audi
e-tron customers access to
multiple electric vehicle
charging partners, all on one
app. Charge my Audi is an
industry first initiative that
enhances convenience for
customers. The application
currently includes five
charging partners – Aargo
EV Smart, Charge Zone,
Relux Electric, LionCharge
and Zeon Charging that are
powered by the Numocity
Technologies eMSP roam-
ing solution. Audi e-tron
customers benefit from
complimentary charging
across the network till Au-
gust 2023.

Charge my Audi allows
customers to efficiently plan
their drive route, identify
charging stations along the
way, check the availability of
charging terminals, start
and stop charging and also
pay for the service via one

Apple's App Store
stopped fraudulent
transactions

San Francisco, May 17
(IANS) Apple has an-
nounced that its App Store
prevented over $2.09 billion
in potentially fraudulent
transactions in 2022, block-
ing nearly 3.9 million stolen
credit cards from being
used to make purchases,
and banned 7,14,000 ac-
counts from transacting
again. "Today, Apple an-
nounced that in 2022, the
App Store prevented over
$2 billion in potentially
fraudulent transactions, and
rejected nearly  1.7 million
app submissions for failing
to meet the App Store's high
standards for privacy, secu-
rity, and content," Apple
said. Among those 1.7 mil-
lion apps, 4,00,000 were re-
jected for violating privacy,
1,53,000 were rejected for
spam and copying existing
apps, and 29,000 were re-
jected for including hidden
or undocumented features.
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Manufacturer & Exporter
of Speciality  Chemicals

CMC-Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose
For Textiles, Detergents, Paints, Pesti-

cide, Ceramic, Oil well drilling,  Welding
Electrodes etc.

CMS-Carboxy Methyl Starch
For Textiles, Briquettes,

Cellulose Powder For welding rods
Address : Plot No 5623/c, Phase II,

GIDC Industrial Area, Vatva,
Ahmedabad-382445. Gujarat India.

CONTACT +91 98799 97220,
 E-MAIL : info@patelindustries.co.in

AHMEDABAD   THURSDAY 18/5/2023

'With many positives', India's growth to
hold at 5.8% keeping top spot: UN

By Arul Louis
United Nations, May 17

(IANS) The UN said on
Tuesday that "with many
positives", India's eco-
nomic growth this year is
expected to hold at 5.8 per
cent, affirming a series of
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
organisations' projections
that the country will be the
fastest-growing major
economy.

The Midyear Update to
the UN's World Economic
Situation and Prospects re-
port projected next year's
gross domestic Product
(GDP) to hold at 6.7 per
cent "supported by resil-
ient domestic demand".

Speaking at the release

of the report, the chief of
the UN's Global Economic
Monitoring Branch, Hamid
Rashid, said that India con-
tinues to be "the bright
spot" in the world
economy with "many posi-
tives, including [that] the
inflation has come down
significantly" to about 5.5
per cent.

"This means that
there'll be significant room
for both fiscal expansion
and monetary accommo-
dation, so that will support
domestic demand," he
said.

However, he said that
there were external risks.

If the external financ-
ing conditioning deterio-
rates further and becomes
much tighter, Rashid said,
India would face some
challenges, especially for
exports.

As for India reaching
even higher growth rates,
he said it is "subject to
quite a bit of uncertainty,

especially in the external
environment".

But he added, "We are
pretty confident with our
forecast right now for the
year."The report said that
"financial conditions in the
emerging economies with
good credit ratings have
generally remained rela-
tively stable". The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) had last month pro-
jected India's GDP to grow
at 5.9 per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal while the World
Bank (WB) pegged it at 6.3
per cent and the Asian De-
velopment Bank at 6.4 per
cent, which are closer to
India's Reserve Bank's 6.5
per cent. But both the big-
ger international institu-
tions cut the projections
marginally from the earlier
one - IMF by 0.2 per cent
and the WB by 0.3 per cent.
The latest UN report cut
the overall growth projects
by 0.1 per cent for all of
South Asia to 4.7 per cent

this year and 5.8 per cent
next year.Inflation for the
region as a whole is pro-
jected by the UN to be 11
per cent, 1.9 per cent lower
than last year, it said. The
inflation rates for Pakistan
and Sri Lanka are expected
to be in the "double digits"
due to the weakening of
local currencies.

Several passengers injured after
Air India Delhi-Sydney flight
encounters severe turbulence

New Delhi, May 17 (IANS) Passengers on board a
routine Air India flight from Delhi to Sydney suffered
injuries after the aircraft encountered severe turbu-
lence.

Fortunately, none of the injured passengers re-
quired hospitalisation, and all of them received im-
mediate medical attention upon landing at the
Sydney airport.

The incident occurred on Tuesday when the
flight AAI-302 suddenly encountered a zone of tur-
bulent weather, a senior Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) official said here on
Wednesday.Several passengers suffered minor inju-
ries, including cuts, bruises and sprains, as a result of
the severe turbulence.

According to DGCA officials, cabin crew mem-
bers swiftly responded to the situation, attending to
the injured passengers and ensuring their
safety."Basic medical assistance, including first aid,
was promptly provided to those in need. However,
due to the non-life-threatening nature of the inju-
ries, no passengers required hospitalisation upon
landing in Sydney," the officials added.There was
however, no immediate response from Air India.

Saint-Gobain signs PPA with Vibrant
Energy for 189 GWh of green power

Chennai, May 17 (IANS) Construction and indus-
trial products major Saint-Gobain has signed a
power purchase agreement (PPA) in India with Vi-
brant Energy to provide wind-solar electricity to six
local sites.

Vibrant Energy is a portfolio company of
Macquarie Asset Management's Green Investment
Group (MAM-GIG).The 20-year PPA will begin deliv-
ery in 2024 andbring the renewable electricity share
in India to 65 per cent in 2025, Saint-Gobain said.

Under the agreement, Vibrant Energy will pro-
vide Saint-Gobain with 189 GWh of renewable elec-
tricity (solar and wind) per year, thus reducing Saint-
Gobain's CO2 emissions in India by around 120,000
tonnes per year."The PPA is a significant step forward
to not only meet the country's 500GW renewable
energy target but also increase the use of renew-
able energy sources in the manufacturing sector. Our
commitment towards sustainability is at the core of
our business strategy, and this partnership is a sig-
nificant step towards achieving our goal of 100 per
cent renewable energy by 2030," B. Santhanam, CEO-
Asia Pacific and India Region, Chairman, Saint-
Gobain India said.

IBM confirms acquisition of Polar
Security reportedly for $60 mn
New Delhi, May 17

(IANS) Software giant IBM
has acquired automated
cloud data security and
compliance provider Polar
Security for an undis-
closed sum. Reports
claimed that the deal was
valued at about $60 mil-
lion.

Founded in Januar y
2021, Polar Security is a
pioneer of data security
posture management
(DSPM), an emerging
cybersecurity segment
that reveals where sensi-
tive data is stored, who
has access to it, how it's
used, and identifies vul-
nerabilities.

IBM said it plans to in-
tegrate Polar Security's
DSPM technology within
its 'Guardium' family of
leading data security
products.

"With this integration,
IBM Security Guardium
will  provide security
teams with a data security
platform that spans all
data types across all stor-
age locations - SaaS, on
premise and in public
cloud infrastructure," said

Dinesh Nirmal, Senior Vice
President, Products, IBM
Software.

This marks IBM's 5th
acquisition in 2023. Since
Arvind Krishna became
CEO in April 2020, IBM has
acquired more than 30
companies, bolstering its
hybrid cloud and artificial
intelligence (AI) capabili-
ties.

Polar Security can au-
tomatically find unknown
and sensitive data across
the cloud, including struc-
tured and unstructured
assets within cloud ser-
vice providers, SaaS prop-
erties, and data lakes.

Once discovered, it
classifies the data, maps
the potential and actual
flow of that data, and
identifies vulnerabilities,
such as misconfigurations,
over-entitlements, and
behaviour that violates
policy or regulations.

DISTRICT WATER & SANITATION UNIT
Office of the Unit Manager and Member Secretary,

“Jal-Bhavan”, 1st Floor, Saputara Road,
Near Forest Check Post, Ahwa-Dangs.

Mo: 9824756590, Ph No. (02631)-221144.

Dang district through e-tendering method from the
contractors who are registered in Public Works Department of
Gujarat State and in appropriate category and are doing civil
works. HDPE in various villages in Taluka Ahwa, Waghai and
Subir, Dist.Dang, Pipe/PVC Pipe Distribution Pipeline, Supply,
Excavation-Refilling, Lowering Laying, Leakage Repairing,
valve Supply and Fitting Works. Total Package-1 I.D.No.-
593047 Office of Unit Manager & Member Secretary, “Jal-
Bhavan” , 1st Floor, Saputara Road, Near Forest Naka, Ahwa-
Dang. (Phone No.02631-221144) Prices are invited through
online tender for the works of Rs.25.00/- Lakhs of total package-
1 drinking water scheme for Ahva, Waghai and Subir Talukas
from registered contractors in approved category by Ahwani
office. The uploading start date:18/05/2023 and the last date
of online tender filling: 24/05/2023 time is kept till 18:00 hrs.
and DD/FDR uploaded in the tender. And the certificates should
be delivered to the office by RPAD/Courier in a sealed cover by
18:00 hrs on 31/05/2023. Details of Which are available on the
tender website. www.nprocure.com. The authority to approve
or disapprove the tender is reserved to the Competent Authority.
and which shall be binding on the contractors.

{krníke/zktøk/49/2023

Water is life
Tender No.02 Year 2023-24

økúkBÞ fûkkLke Ãkkýe ÃkwhðXk ÞkusLkkyku {kxu hkßÞ
fûkkyu rËðMkhkík fLxÙku÷ Y{ fkÞohík Au

ßÞkt xku÷ £e Lkt.1916 Ãkh Ãkkýe MktçkrÄík
VrhÞkË/Mkq[Lkku {kxu MktÃkfo fhe þfkÞ Au

Ãkkýe ÃkwhðXk rð¼køk
økwshkík Mkhfkh

NALIN LEASE FINANCE LIMITED
CIN: L65910GJ1990PLC014516

Regd.Off: Ground Floor, Gandhi Nursing Home Bldg.,  Dr.Nalinkant Gandhi Road, Himatnagar-
383 001.Gujarat India Phone: 02772-241264, 242264,

email : info@nalinfin.co.in, www.nalinfin.co.in

EXTRACT FROM THE STANDALONE AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER / FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED ON 31.03.2023(Rs.in Lacs)

Note :The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the Stock Ex-
changes under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015.
The full format of the Financial Results is available on the BSE website (www.bseindia.com) & Company’s
website (www.nalinfin.co.in)

For, NALIN LEASE FINANCE LTD
Sd/-    Harsh Dilipkumar Gandhi

Wholetime Director
Place : Himmatnagar
Date : 17.05.2023

PARTICULARS For the
year

ended

1. Total Income From Operations 132.18 152.99 147.84 577.95
2. Net Profit/(loss) for the period

(before Tax, Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items) 80.75 117.69 113.82 399.72

3. Net Profit/(loss) for the period
before Tax (after Exceptional
and/or Extraordinary items) 80.75 117.69 113.82 399.72

4. Net Profit/(loss) for the period
after Tax(after  Exceptional
and/or Extraordinary items) 61.38 87.98 84.60 299.26

5. Total Comprehensive Income for
the period (Comprising Profit /(Loss)
for the period (after Tax) and Other
Comprehensive Income (after tax) 61.38 87.98 84.60 299.26

6. Paid up Equity Share Capital 655.82 655.82 655.82 655.82
8. Earnings Per share

(of Rs 10/- each) (for continuing
and discontinuing operations)-
1. Basic: 0.94 1.34 1.29 4.56
2. Diluted: 0.94 1.34 1.29 4.56

31 March. 2023
Audited

Sl.
No. For the quarter ended

31 Dec.2022
Unaudited

31 March. 2022
Audited

31 March 2023
Audited

Bilimora Municipality
Online Tender Notice No.05/2023-24

Bilimora Municipality, Bilimora in tenders carry out contruction of works under Swarnim Jayanti
Mukhyamantri Shaheri Vikas Yojna Khangi Society Janbhagidari Scheme.

All details regarding the work can be shown in public works department of the
municipality as well as the notice board. details are also available on http://
www.nprocure.com

Sr.                      Works Name 1. Estimate cost 3. Tender free
No. 2. Government 4. EMD amount

approved category
1 Joint Drainage Connection to Drainage Main Hole (1) 5,67,27,546-00/- (3) 12,000/-

Chamber in and Houses and Appartments for restoration (2) “A” Class & (4) 5,67,275/-
at Bilimora Municipality Area (2nd Attempt) Above

The Schedule of E-tendering
Name of website http://www.nprocure.com
Contact No. 02634-278611
Download & upload Date Dt.22/05/2023 to Dt.29/05/2023 to 18.00 hours
Tender Fee, EMD and Dt.05/06/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs.
Submission Date & Address Chief Officer, Bilimora Nagarpalika At.Bilimora,

Dist. Navsari-396321, R.P.A.D/Speed post Courier
Tender Opening Date Dt.06/06/2023 at 12.00 Hrs. (Possible)

Bilimora Nagarpalika reserves right to reject any or all tender without assigning any reason
thereof date: 17/04/2023.

Advertising Available at www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in
{krníke/LkðMkkhe/115/2023

Chief Officer
(Bilimora Municipality)

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PATEL SHRISMITABEN
NATAVARLAL to PATEL

SMITABEN KAMLESHBHAI
Add. At-Jhulasan, Ta-Kadi,

Dist.Mehsana
B080

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SARFARAJ DAUD
MAHMED PATEL to

SARFARAJ DAUD GHELA
Add. 432, Royal Park,

 At Po. Pariej,
Tal Dist. Bharuch-392020

V033

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  RAJVIBEN NARESHBHAI

NAYEE to RAJAVI
NARESHBHAI NAYI

Add. Nayi Vas, Untva,
Tal-Kadi, Dist. Mehsana

M059

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SHAIKH MOHIB

IRFANHUSAIN to SHAIKH
MOHIB IRFANHUSEN
Add. 11, Nawabwada,
Machhipith Raopura
Vadodara-390001

781C

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  BHATT PULINKUMAR

KAPILRAY to BHATT PULIN
KAPILRAY

Add. J/6, Goyal Plaza,
Judges Bunglow Road, Near

Mansi Circle Vastrapur
Ahmedabad-380015

781B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  MEMON SABERABANU
MOHAMMEDFAROOQ to

MEMON SABERABIBI
FARUKH

Add. 4, Prerna Society,
Shahpur Mill Compound

Ahmedabad
781A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  NAGORI NOORMOHMED

YAKUBBHAI to NAGORI
NOORMOHAMMED

YAKUBBHAI
Add. 7/2154, 1st Floor, Room
1, Roshan Building Rampura

Chhada Ole,
Nr. Darul Uloom Madresha

Surat-395003
781

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  JANYANI POONAM

KAMALKUMAR to ROSHNI
KUMAR GIDWANI

Add. C-401, Kailash Royal
Soc, Muthiya Naroda

Ahmedabad
780

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  NAYAR SUNILKUMAR

SUKUMAR to NAIR
SUNILKUMAR SUKUMAR
Add. B-4, Samprat Resi-
dency, Bopal Ahmedabad

780A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  MAKWANA

DHARMENDRAKUMAR
PARSOTTAMBHAI to PATEL

DHAVALKUMAR
PARSOTTAMBHAI

Add. C/28, Mansi Tenament,
Hathijan, Dascroi,

Ahmedabad
780B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  JOSHWANI RAHUL

MAHESH to JOSHWANI
RAHUL MAHESHKUMAR
Add. C-302, Satkar Status,
Near Galaxi Under Bridge

Naroda,
 Ahmedabad-382340

779

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  JAISWAL SIMPAL

OMPRAKASH to JAISWAL
SIMPLE RUSHI

Add. B/3/280, Swipark,
Madhuvrund Society,
Nr. K.K.Nagar Road,

Ghatlodia,
 Ahmedabad-380061

779A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  JOSHWANI MAHESH to

JOSHWANI
MAHESHKUMAR

NANAKRAM
Add. C-302, Satkar Status,
Near Galaxi Under Bridge

Naroda,
 Ahmedabad-382340

779B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  GOKLANI GEETA to

JOSHWANI SIMRAN RAHUL
Add. C-302, Satkar Status,
Near Galaxi Under Bridge

Naroda,
 Ahmedabad-382340

779C

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  LAKHWANI RISHIKA AKA

VARSHA KAMLESH to
LAKHWANI RISHIKA

KAMLESH
Add. A 301, Karnavati

Premier Living,
Near Raj Farm, Bhat,
Gandhinagar-382428

779E

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SACHDEV BHARTI AKA

MEETA RAJESH to
SACHDEV BHARTI RAJESH
Add. D/2, Hill Park Society,
Near Abad Dairy Kankariya,

Ahmedabad-380022
779D

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  BHIKHIBEN CHIMANBHAI

PATEL to MINAXIBEN
BHARATKUMAR RAY

Add. 14, Pramukh
Swaminagari, O.C. Road

Chandkheda
 Ahmedabad-382424

778

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PIPADWALA ZAVEED

FARUKBHAI to PIPADWALA
JAVED FARUKBHAI

Add. 488-5, Purbiyavad,
Astodia Gate, Jamalpur

 Ahmedabad-01
782

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  BANGIJIWALA RAHINA

RAMJANIBHAI to
PIPADWALA ROHINA

JAVED
Add. 488-5, Purbiyavad,
Astodia Gate, Jamalpur

 Ahmedabad-01
782A
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Will come out with more
corruption cases against
Vijayan: Congress

Thiruvananthapuram, May 17 (IANS) The oppo-
sition Congress in Kerala on Tuesday and said very
soon, they will bring out more corruption cases in-
volving Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

Speaking to the media at Kannur, Leader of Op-
position V.D. Satheesan said the present corruption
cases that they brought out include the K-Phone and
the AI Camera scam.

"Vijayan is yet to utter a word and all know that
he will not be able to do it because he is the one
who is behind it. We are just waiting and we will soon
come before you with damning scams that took
place during the first Vijayan government (2016-21),"
he said."You can take this from me, the time is not
far when Vijayan will have to cover his head with a
cloth to move out... Till now, there has been none
who has contested about the documents we
brought out about the scams in K-Phone and AI Cam-
era," he added.

Depressed bank employee ends
life by suicide in Lucknow

Lucknow, May 17 (IANS) An assistant manager of
a bank committed suicide by hanging himself from
the ceiling at his rented accommodation in the Aadil
Nagar area of the city.

Police said that the victim's wife, Sarika Singh
claimed that he had resigned a few days ago as he
was not happy with his job and was depressed.

SHO Gudamba, Nitish Kumar said that the couple,
originally from Gorakhpur, was childless. They had a
love marriage and in February they settled in
Lucknow after leaving Kolkata where Manish Singh,
28, was working in a bank.

Posters of Baba Bageshwar
blackened in Patna

Patna, May 17 (IANS) Blackened posters of Baba
Bageshwar Dham's self-styled godman Dhirendra
Krishna Shastri at Dak Bunglow Chowk here sent the
Patna police into a tizzy on Wednesday.

The police, however, were clueless about the mis-
creants.

This morning, the locals found the hoardings of
godman smeared with black ink at Dak Bunglow
Chowk with 420, thief and cheater scribbled on it.

Shashtri came to Patna on May 13 for 'Hanuman
Katha' at Taret Pali Math in Naubatpur locality draw-
ing a huge crowd.Wednesday being the last day of
the event, more and more people are pouring in from
across the state. Owing to the swelling crowd, sev-
eral people were prevented from reaching the
venue.Meanwhile, leaders of Mahagathbandhan are
objecting to the speeches delivered by Shastri since
May 13. They have taken a strong objection to his
statement of making India a "Hindu" country.

Akhilesh finally agrees to support
Congress in 2024 LS polls

Lucknow, May 17 (IANS)
Samajwadi Party (SP) Presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav has fi-
nally agreed to support the
Congress in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

This is a major shift in
the SP stand since the party,
till now, had vehemently
opposed the Congress,
terming it as a "B-team of
the BJP".

Akhilesh has now
backed West Bengal Chief
Minister and Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) Chief Mamata
Banerjee's statement for
opposition unity at the na-
tional level, saying the party
which is strong in a state
should contest elections
there.

The change in Akhilesh's
stand is good news for the
Congress which has been
facing resistance from the
SP and the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) in Uttar Pradesh,
and where the Congress re-
mains in a dismal position.

The SP Chief said Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
Telangana Chief Minister K.

Chandrashekar Rao and
other parties also hold the
same opinion.

Incidentally, Akhilesh
had met Kumar last month
in Lucknow to discuss op-
position unity but Akhilesh
had maintained a studied
silence on the inclusion of
Congress in the platform.

The West Bengal CM on
Monday had said her party
will support the Congress
wherever it is strong. The
TMC Chief, however, also
sought support from the
Congress in West Bengal,
suggesting the grand old
party should back regional
parties wherever they are
strong.

"Wherever the Congress
is strong, let them fight. We
will give them support,
there is nothing wrong (in
that). But they have to sup-
port other political parties
also," Banerjee had told re-
porters.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the Karnataka elec-
tions, Yadav said people are
the winners in the state.

"The BJP always does
politics of hatred, but it has
been defeated by the pub-
lic in Karnataka. People have
voted against inflation," he
said.

The SP Chief claimed
that fake Aadhaar cards
were used for casting votes
in the Uttar Pradesh urban
local body (ULB) elections
and this also made the BJP's
victory "fake".

"Officials were acting on
the instructions of BJP lead-
ers during the elections,"
Yadav added.The BJP swept
the Mayoral elections in
Uttar Pradesh, winning all 17
Mayoral seats.

The SP Chief claimed
that thousands of fake
Aadhaar cards were found
in Uttar Pradesh's Kannauj. A
woman legislator of the rul-
ing BJP visited polling
booths and got fake votes
cast, he claimed, without
naming anyone.

In Chandauli, Yadav
claimed, a transgender can-
didate won, but the result
was changed.

Can Siddaramaiah deny his role in
collapse of coalition govt, asks BJP leader

Bengaluru, May 17
(IANS) In a setback to
Siddaramaiah who is stak-
ing claim for Karnataka
Chief Minister's post, former
minister and BJP leader Dr K.
Sudhakar on Wednesday
asserted that the veteran's
role in collapse of Congress-
JD(S) coalition government
can't be ignored.

Sudhakar had resigned
as an MLA and joined BJP
along with 17 others result-
ing in the collapse of the
Congress and JD(S) coalition
government in 2019. His
statement  assumes signifi-
cance in the present politi-

cal scenario, where crucial
talks are being held in Delhi
to declare the Chief Minister.

"During the JD(S)-Con-
gress coalition government
in 2018, whenever MLAs
went to the then Coordina-
tion Committee Chairman
Siddaramaiah with their
concerns, he used to express
his helplessness and say
that he has no say in the
government and that works
in his constituency and dis-
trict itself are stalled,"
Sudhakar explained.

He further recalled that
Siddaramaiah used to ask
the MLAs to wait till 2019

Lok Sabha polls saying
come what may he won't al-
low H.D. Kumaraswamy-led
coalition government to
continue even for a single
day after Lok Sabha polls,
Sudhakar claimed.

"Ultimately some of us
had to inevitably quit Con-
gress and join BJP to protect
karyakartas and supporters
in our constituencies,"
Sudhakar quoted
Siddaramaiah as saying.

"Can Siddaramaiah deny
the fact that he had no role,
implicitly or explicitly, in this
move by Congress MLAs?"
Sudhakar asked.

TN to allocate Rs 25L for
prisoners' literacy programme

Chennai, May 17 (IANS)
The Tamil Nadu state gov-
ernment will be allocating
Rs 25 lakhs for the continu-
ing education programme
of prisoners in the state.

Sources in the Non-For-
mal and Adult Education
Department, which is ex-
pected to conduct the lit-
eracy drive among the pris-
oners, said that a detailed
study has been conducted
among the prisoners in the
state.According to a study
conducted by the State
School Education Depart-
ment, 1,249 prison inmates
have been identified as illit-
erate. It also found that 80

per cent of the prisoners
don't know how to sign
their own name.

The state government
will be conducting a literacy
programme among the
prisoners, including women
inmates.The Adult and Non-
formal education depart-
ments of the School Educa-
tion Department would
rope in volunteers to pro-
vide basic education to the
prisoners.Sources in the
school education depart-
ment told IANS that the
teaching material and edu-
cational kits would be soon
available for the training
programme of prisoners.

Kerala brings in ordinance to ensure
protection for staff in health sector
Thiruvananthapuram,

May 17 (IANS) The much de-
layed and keenly awaited
law that takes care of all
medical professionals
against physical and verbal
attacks, the Hospital Protec-
tion Act, on Wednesday was
cleared by the cabinet as
Ordinance.

The weekly cabinet
meeting of the Pinarayi
Vijayan government held
here cleared the law and
brought the Ordinance
which will be sent to Kerala
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan.This has been a long-

standing demand of the In-
dian Medical Association.
The entire medical fraternity
has been up in arms since
last week following the
gruesome murder of Dr
Vandana Das, a 22-year-old
house surgeon who was at-
tacked while she was at-
tending to a patient, an al-
leged drug addict.

From now on, those who
indulge in physical attack on
medical professionals,
which include students and
even security staff, while on
duty, depending on the
gravity of the crime, the ac-

cused will get a jail term
from six months to even
seven years.In case of de-
struction of property in a
medical institution, the ac-
cused will have to pay a fine
extending up to six times
the value of the property
destroyed.Veteran Congress
leader V.M. Sudheeran wel-
comed the Ordinance. "For
a while things need to be
observed on how they are
and then a discussion can
be held among the stake-
holders to see if it needs to
be fine-tuned further to
make it a foolproof system.

Gambhir files defamation suit against
Punjab Kesari seeking Rs 2 crore damages

New Delhi, May 17
(IANS) A defamation case
has been filed in the Delhi
High Court by former India
cricketer and BJP MP
Gautam Gambhir against
Hindi daily Punjab Kesari
seeking damages of Rs 2
crore.

The suit is listed for hear-
ing on Wednesday before
Justice Chandra Dhari
Singh.Gambhir has taken le-
gal action against the paper,
its editor Aditya Chopra, and
correspondents Amit Kumar
and Imran Khan, alleging
that they abused their jour-
nalistic freedom by publish-
ing a series of malicious and
defamatory articles specifi-
cally aimed at him.

Through his advocate
Jai Anant Dehadrai,
Gambhir filed a lawsuit in
which he referred to several
reports as evidence to sup-
port his claim that the paper
'distorted' its stories in a
'misleading' manner. One of
the reports even went as far
as drawing a comparison
between him and the

mythical demon
'Bhasmasur', as argued in
the lawsuit.Gambhir as-
serted that these reports
construct a fabricated and
highly-damaging narrative
about his performance and
integrity as a parliamentar-
ian, misleading the readers
and tarnishing his
reputation.In the suit, it was
highlighted that the reports
unjustly depicted him as a
person with casteist beliefs
and as an arrogant politi-
cian.

"It is the respectful case
of the plaintiff that the pat-
tern of these defamatory
publications is indicative of
a willful campaign launched
by the defendants to lower
the reputation and standing
of the plaintiff in the eyes of
his constituents, supporters,
and the public at large. The
defendants undertook no
effort to confirm or corrobo-
rate the veracity of their
publication ? which further
points out their collective
malaise against the plain-
tiff," the suit said.

Siddaramaiah meets Rahul amid
suspense over new Karnataka CM

New Delhi, May 17
(IANS) A day after meeting
Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge, the Leader of Oppo-
sition (LoP) in the outgoing
Karnataka Assembly,
Siddaramaiah on Wednes-
day arrived at the residence
of Rahul Gandhi for a meet-
ing.

Siddaramaiah, who is
said to be the front-runner
for the chief ministerial post
in the state arrived at 10
Janpath for the meeting.

According to party
sources, the meeting is be-
ing dubbed as a courtesy
meeting and the first after
party's thumping victory in
Karnataka.

On Tuesday evening,
former Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah held meeting
with Kharge.

Siddaramaiah had ar-
rived in the national capital
on Monday afternoon by a
special flight.

Before Siddaramaiah,
Karnataka Congress chief
D.K. Shivakumar had also
met Kharge at his residence.
Shivakumar arrived in Delhi
on Tuesday afternoon after
cancelling his Monday trip
due to stomach infection.

According to party
sources, Kharge is likely to
make an announcement on
the new Karnataka chief
minister on Wednesday af-
ter discussing the observers'
report with UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi and former
party chief Rahul Gandhi.

Women from Delhi's Shakur Basti share
fear of bulldozers with Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi, May 17
(IANS) The Congress has
shared a video of former
party Chief Rahul Gandhi's
visit to the Shakur Basti area
in the national capital and
interacting with the slum
dwellers who narrated the
fear of bulldozers razing
their homes as well as issues
such as price rise.

The Congress shared the
video of Gandhi's interac-
tion with women and other
residents from the area on
its social media accounts
last week after his visit to the
Delhi University PG Men's
hostel.

Sharing the video on
Twitter, Congress General
Secretary Jairam Ramesh
wrote, "Listen to Rahul
Gandhi's conversation with
these women. See the truth
of 'Amrit Kaal'."

In the video, women
from the area can be seen
narrating their problems of
not having proper access to
water, toilets and electricity
with the Congress leader.

The women also in-
formed Gandhi that they

constantly live in the fear of
their houses being razed by
bulldozers.

Besides the fear of bull-
dozers and no proper basic
facilities in the area, the
women also talked about
how tough it for them to run
their houses due to price
rise and they are even un-
able to buy or refill gas
cylinders.In the video, the
Congress leader asked the
group of women if the
demolition drive issue from
2015 has now been re-
solved.

To his question, a
women told him that it has
been halted for the time be-
ing, but they keep on get-
ting notices.

Gandhi had visited
Shakur Basti area in 2015
during which he criticised
the Central government and
the Arvind Kejriwal-led
Delhi government over the
razing of a slum cluster by
the Railways and had as-
sured the homeless that he
would fight for them.

The Congress leader
also interacted with the chil-

dren of the area and also
spoke with a lawyer, who
had followed up the demo-
lition case in the courts.

The lawyer informed
the Congress leader that a
PIL was filed in the name of
Ajay Maken on Rahul
Gandhi's instructions.

Mumbai: 2 injured in
Bandra slum fire

Mumbai, May 17 (IANS)
Two people were injured
when a fire raged through
around a dozen huts in
Bandra west here on
Wednesday, the BMC Disas-
ter Control said.

The incident was re-
ported from the Nargis Dutt
Nagar when a blaze, due to
a suspected short
circuit,broke out in one of
the hutments.

Two persons have sus-
tained burn injuries --
Shahrukh Sayed, 30, and
Sahil Khan, 19 -- and both
have been admitted to the
Bhabha Hospital where
their condition is stable.

Kerala: College principal summoned
over anomaly in college union polls
Thiruvananthapuram,

May 17 (IANS) The Kerala
University on Wednesday
summoned the principal of
a premier college after
anomalies were dectected
in the college union elec-
tions.

According to sources,
the college authorities alleg-
edly helped the ruling
CPI(M)'s student wing SFI's
leader with an easy passage
to a top post of the Kerala
University Union.

The incident took place
at the Christian College
Kattakada, near here when

after the College Union elec-
tions were held to various
posts, of the two students
who won in the post of
Councillor post, one was
changed.Aromal and
Anekha were the two coun-
cillors who won from the
college.Candidates who win
as councillors from all the
colleges affiliated to the
Kerala University vote to
elect the Kerala University
Union.

And when the Christian
College Kattakada sent its
list of councillors, instead of
Anakha, the name of an-

other SFI top leader who did
not contest the election -
Vishak was put.When the
news spread, the student
wing of Congress lodged a
complaint with the State
Police chief demanding that
a case of impersonation be
registered.Meanwhile, the
Kerala University officials
quickly got into the act and
have asked the College prin-
cipal to appear in person.

The College principal
has written to the Registrar
of the Kerala University call-
ing the incident an error on
their part.

NCW chief slams Bihar Police for
callousness in crime cases against women

Patna, May 17 (IANS) Na-
tional Commission for
Women (NCW) Chairperson
Rekha Sharma has slammed
the Bihar Police for callous
attitude in crime cases
against women in the state.

Sharma was in Patna on
Tuesday and she analysed
25 such cases, adding that
the Investigating Officers of
the cases were not aware of
anything about the cases in
which they are appearing.

"I came to Patna for the
hearing of cases pending
against women. I was
shortlisted for 45 serious
cases and listened to 25 of
them. I was shocked to see
the Investigating Officers

appearing in those cases
who did not know about it.
They appeared before the
Commission without any
preparation," the DCW
chairperson said.

She added that a large
number of cases like rape-
cum-murder, kidnappings,
dowry, murder, acid attacks
are pending in Bihar for four
to five years and the state
police is not steadfast in
cracking a majority of the
cases."In a case of two miss-
ing girls who disappeared a
year ago and the Bihar Po-
lice failed to trace them. The
state police have confis-
cated the bedsheets of their
room one year after their

disappearances. Police are
claiming that they have
found blood stains on the
bedsheets. They do not even
realise that the bedsheet
was washed many times.
What would they get in the
forensic test? I believe Bihar
Police is not informed about
the 'F' of forensic test,"
Sharma said."Human traf-
ficking is rampant in
Muzaffarpur district of Bihar.
The mother of missing girls
also alleged that she had
paid police personnel Rs
500 for scanning every
CCTV camera. I will visit
Muzaffarpur during my next
visit," the DCW Chairperson
added.

TN hooch death toll rises to
22, Oppn slams DMK govt
Chennai, May 17 (IANS)

With the death toll in the
spurious liquor tragedy
touching 22, and around 55
people hospitalised in Tamil
Nadu, the opposition parties
have trained their guns on
the DMK government.

A group of more than 50
people had consumed illicit
brew at Ekkiyarkuppam fish-
ing hamlet in Marakkan,
Villupuram district of Tamil
Nadu on Saturday.

 Many of them later
complained of nausea, vom-
iting and itching in body
parts and failing eye sight.
By Saturday night, six
people lost their lives.

Meanwhile, 50 km away

from Marakkanam at
Maduranthakam in
Chengalpattu district also
many people after drinking
locally procured brew com-
plained of breathlessness,
vomiting and nausea.

Till Wednesday morning,
22 people have lost their
lives in one of the gravest
hooch tragedies of Tamil
Nadu. Around 55 people
from both Marakkanam and
Maruthanthakam are in hos-
pitals and many have com-
plained of impaired vision.

The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
has already issued a notice
to the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on the hooch tragedy.

SRINAGAR, Jammu and Kashmir Director Tourism Raja Yaqoob Farooq flaging off downtown tour for women
ahead of G20 organised by Jammu and Kashmir Tourism Department, in Srinagar on Wednesday. UNI

BHUBANESWAR,  Minister of State for External Affairs and Culture
Meenakashi Lekhi visits the Udayagiri and Khandagiri rock-cut caves with the
G 20 delegates, in Bhubaneswar on Wednesday. UNI

CANNES, Actress Zhang Yuqi arrives for the opening ceremony of the 76th
edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France, on May 16,
2023. The 76th edition of the Cannes Film Festival kicked off on Tuesday
evening, with 21 films selected to compete for the Palme d'Or top prize.UNI


