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 Brief
Delhi court
extends Sisodia’s
judicial custody
till June 1

New Delhi, May 23
(IANS) A Delhi court on
Tuesday extended the judi-
cial custody of jailed AAP
leader and former Deputy
Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia till June 1 in connec-
tion with the excise policy
case being investigated by
the Enforcement Director-
ate (ED).

The jail authorities were
also directed to consider his
request to provide him a
chair and table for study
purposes. A copy of the de-
tailed order is awaited. The
same court had, on May 12,
extended Sisodia’s judicial
custody till June 2, in the
case being probed by the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI).

Telangana minor
dead as driver
rolls up car
window on her
neck

Hyderabad, May 23
(IANS) In a heart-wrenching
incident in Telangana’s
Suryapet district, a nine-
year-old girl was killed when
a car driver rolled up the
window on her neck.

The incident occurred at
Bojjagudem village on Mon-
day during a wedding cer-
emony but came to light on
Tuesday.

According to eyewit-
nesses, Banoth Indraja had
her neck outside the car as
she was singing and danc-
ing on the rear seat along
with the bride and bride-
groom.  Without noticing
this, the driver pressed the
power window switch.  The
girl’s neck was stuck, cutting
off air supply and resulting
in her death.

After 4 decades
J&K revives
relationship with
Bollywood: L-G

Srinagar, May 23 (IANS)
J&K Lt. Governor Manoj
Sinha said on Tuesday that
after almost four decades
the UT has revived its rela-
tionship with Bollywood.
Addressing the G20 third
working group meeting on
tourism here, the Lt. Gover-
nor said J&K is witnessing a
new era that has opened
limitless possibilities of
growth and peace. He said
that now foreign invest-
ments are coming into
Jammu and Kashmir and
people are looking forward
to better times ahead. “After
a long pause of almost four
decades, we have revived
the relationship with
Bollywood and launched a
film policy in 2021 to attract
more investment into the
film sector and to make
Jammu and Kashmir the
most popular film shooting
destination,” he said.

Gurugram: 3
vehicles burnt
after
transformer
catches fire

Gurugram, May 23
(IANS) Three vehicles were
burnt after a transformer
caught fire in Sector-15 Part-
2 of Gurugram, said officials
on Tuesday. No casualties
were reported in the inci-
dent which happened on
Monday night. Local resi-
dents said after the trans-
former caught fire, and the
vehicles which were parked
near it, also caught fire. Resi-
dents informed the Fire De-
partment after which fire
engines were sent to the
spot. However by the time
the fire was doused, three
vehicles were also gutted.
Tata Safari was completely
charred, and the other two
— Honda City and Hyundai
i20 — were partially burnt.
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SRINAGAR, Foreign delegates of  G20 tourism meeting enjoying Shikara ride
in Dal lake, in Srinagar on Tuesday .UNI

SYDNEY, Prime Minister Narendra Modi  meets
the Australian Celebrity Chef, Ms. Sarah Todd at
Sydney, in Australia on Tuesday .UNI

lifestyles are in both coun-
tries, yoga connects us!
Cricket is something which
has kept us connected for
ages... and now tennis and
movies form other connect-
ing bridges.

“There was a time when
‘3Cs’ were used to define re-
lations between India and
Australia — Common-
wealth, Cricket and Curry.
After that, it was ‘3Ds’ — De-
mocracy, Diaspora and Dosti
(friendship). Now it has be-
come ‘3Es’ — Energy,
Economy and Education.

“But the truth is that the
actual depth of the relations
between India and Australia
transcends these C, D, E...
The strongest and biggest
foundations of this relation
actually are mutual trust
and mutual respect, and the
real reason behind this is In-
dian diaspora.”

-IANS

Mutual trust & respect bind India-Australia ties: PM
New Delhi, May 23

(IANS) While addressing a
massive crowd of the Indian
diaspora in Sydney on Tues-
day, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that
mutual trust and respect are
the elements that bind India
and Australia ties.

He made the remarks at
an event at the Qudos Bank
Arena where he received a
rousing welcome from the
diaspora members.

Upon his arrival at the
arena accompanied by his
Australian counterpart An-
thony Albanese, Modi was
welcomed amid Vedic
chanting and other tradi-
tional rituals.

Addressing the Indian
diaspora, Modi said: “No
matter what the geographi-
cal distances are between
India and Australia, the In-
dian Ocean connects us. No
matter how different

All seven Gyanvapi cases to
be heard together: Court

Varanasi, May 23 (IANS) The Varanasi District Court
on Tuesday ordered that all the seven cases related to
Gyanvapi will be heard together. “All the seven cases
related to the Gyanvapi case will now be heard simul-
taneously,” Varanasi District Judge ordered. On Mon-
day, the District Judge had reserved the verdict after
the hearing. The Hindu side had filed a petition regard-
ing this. In August 2021, five women filed a petition in
the local court seeking the right to perform regular
worship at the Shringar Gauri site located in the
Gyanvapi mosque premises. In April 2022, a senior di-
vision court ordered a survey on the mosque premises.
The survey was completed in May 2022. During that
time, a Shivling was allegedly found in the mosque
which the Muslim side claimed was a fountain. The SC
on May 19 told the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
to not conduct carbon dating of a ‘Shivling’ inside the
Gyanvapi mosque-Kashi Vishwanath corridor, till the
next hearing on the matter.

Rs 258.86 lakh for Prayagraj
unit and Rs 228.22 lakh for
Bareilly unit of the STF for
the construction of the
buildings.

For construction of tran-
sit hostel in Noida, Rs
962.193 lakh has been re-
leased, the spokesman said.

The state government
also approved the forma-
tion of STF unit in Ayodhya,
where land acquisition pro-
cess has also been com-
pleted.

An order was issued to
create 13 posts in the unit.
The recruitment process for
the posts, including one
deputy superintendent of
police, one inspector, four
sub-inspectors, four com-
puter operators, and three
class IV posts has been com-
pleted.

The Uttar Pradesh police
department has written to
the state government for
the creation of 23 extra
posts in the STF.

The recruitment of the
four head constables, 16
constables, and three con-
stable drivers, will start after
the state government’s ap-
proval.

The state government
has also released Rs 59.18
lakh for the purchase of new
vehicles, added the spokes-
person.

-ians

Four more STF units
to come up in UP

Lucknow, May 23 (IANS)
The Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment in Uttar Pradesh
has decided to strengthen
the Special Task Force (STF)
by establishing its units in
four more districts and fill-
ing up vacant posts.

According to a state
government spokesperson,
the chief minister has given
approval to the budget for
the acquisition of land and
construction of buildings for
the STF units in Agra,
Gorakhpur, Prayagraj and
Bareilly.

A transit hostel will also
be constructed for the STF’s
Noida unit while the con-
struction of other buildings
has started, he said.

The government has ap-
proved an amount of Rs
2046.29 lakh for all the units.

The officers had in-
formed the chief minister
that the STF units in Agra,
Gorakhpur, Prayagraj, and
Bareilly were working from
the police lines, which
makes their task more chal-
lenging.

The chief minister, there-
after, ordered the release of
funds for the construction
of STF’s dedicated buildings
in the four districts.

The state government
has sanctioned Rs 284.22
lakh for the Agra unit, Rs
253.62 lakh for Gorakhpur,

Earlier, Oberoi submit-
ted before the high court
that no prejudice would be
caused if polling was held
again to elect the six mem-
bers of the MCD standing
committee. During a special
hearing on the petitions
filed by the councillors, the
high court had on February
25 put a stay on the notice
issued by Oberoi. Petitioners
had alleged in the high
court that Oberoi acted in a
mala fide manner when she
called for re-election after
finding the election results
“politically unpalatable”.

HC quashes Delhi Mayor’s decision of
MCD standing committee re-polling
New Delhi, May 23

(IANS) The high court has
quashed Delhi Mayor Shelly
Oberoi’s decision to hold re-
election for six members of
the standing committee of
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD).

The Mayor had on Feb-
ruary 24 announced re-elec-
tion for the standing com-
mittee on February 27 after
chaos rocked the MCD
House during polling for the
body earlier.

Justice Purushaindra
Kumar Kaurav was hearing
petitions by two BJP coun-

cillors — Kamaljeet
Sehrawat and Shikha Roy —
and said that decision of
Oberoi, who is also a return-
ing officer (RO), to reject the
ballot of one of the persons
was bad in law and that it
should be counted.

Allowing the petition,
Judge Kaurav said that the
RO’s decision was not based
on any material and her ac-
tions were without any
power or authority.

The court then ordered
Oberoi to declare the elec-
tion results as per the voting
held on February 24.

ened to kill me and my fam-
ily members, in case I dis-
closed the matter to any-
one,” the victim said.

“Four days later, I nar-
rated the entire incident to
Rameshwar’s brother
Jogendra. Instead of help-
ing, he brutally assaulted me
and stripped me. I somehow
managed to save my life and
gathered the courage to file
a police complaint against
the former MLA and his
brother now after I came to
know that he is lodged in jail
and local authorities do not
support them,” she added.

Rameshwar and
Jogendra have over 70 cases
pending against them. A
majority of these were reg-
istered in the last five years.

‘Don’t disturb me’, says DK on row over full term for Siddaramaiah
made a failed attempt to
create a separate religion
category for Lingayats in the
2018 Assembly elections.
Shivakumar had tendered
an unconditional apology to
Lingayats repeatedly, much
to the chagrin of Patil. Patil
had then questioned
Shivakumar on the apology
stance.

M.B. Patil had attacked
Shivakumar that he had de-
stroyed Congress in south
Karnataka. He had also
called Shivakumar tainted
and maintained that in the
2018 elections this could
also have worked against
the Congress party.

Bengaluru, May 23
(IANS) Barely three days af-
ter the new government
took over in Karnataka, the
tussle over power-sharing
between Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and his
deputy D.K. Shivakumar has
come to the fore. When
asked about the row,
Shivakumar on Tuesday
curtly stated ‘Don’t disturb
me’.

“Let people issue state-
ments on whatever they
think. I am not going to talk
about it. The AICC will take
care of the matters relating
to the power and other is-
sues. Our national leaders

are there too to handle such
issues. Our priority right
now is for the overall devel-
opment of the state,” he
said.

Shivakumar looked dis-
turbed and maintained a
distance from media per-
sons.

Minister M.B. Patil on
Monday night claimed that
Siddaramaiah will complete
the tenure of five years.
“There is no talk about
power-sharing and
Siddaramaiah will be the CM
for next five years”, he stated
stirring a controversy.

When his statements
triggered speculation in po-

litical corridors, Patil on
Tuesday said that he has not
made any personal com-
ments over the issue. “I have
reiterated what senior lead-
ers announced in the press
conference,” he said.

Sources said that
Shivakumar is upset over
the remarks and his media
statement ‘don’t disturb me’
was aimed at M.B. Patil.

When asked about
power-sharing between
Siddaramaiah and
Shivakumar, AICC General
Secretary K.C. Venugopal
had remarked that the
power was being given to
the people of Karnataka. The

high command has not
given clarity about the issue
so far.

The party seniors are
unhappy about the devel-
opment and feel that Patil’s
statement at this stage was
unnecessary.

There was a cold war
between Patil and
Shivakumar when the
former was inducted in
Siddaramaiah-led Cabinet
in 2013 and Shivakumar was
kept out. Patil is equally re-
sourceful as Shivakumar is
and he is considered to be
the blue-eyed boy of
Siddaramaiah.

Patil and Siddaramaiah

Former SP MLA booked for rape of woman
Agra (UP), May 23 (IANS)

An FIR for rape and criminal
intimidation has been regis-
tered against former SP MLA
Rameshwar Yadav, who is
currently lodged in jail.

The FIR has been lodged
on the complaint by a 25-
year-old Dalit woman, who
was allegedly raped by
former SP MLA, four years
ago, on the pretext of giving
her a job. ASP Dhananjay
Singh Kushwaha, said, “The

victim claimed that
Rameshwar raped her while
his younger brother
Jogendra Yadav assaulted
her. The latter has also been
named in the FIR registered
under IPC sections 376
(rape), 354-B (assault or use
of criminal force to woman
with intent to disrobe), 323
(voluntarily causing hurt),
504 (intentional insult with
intent to provoke breach of
peace), 506 (criminal intimi-

dation) and sections of the
Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act.”

In her complaint filed at
Jaithra police station in Etah
district, the woman claimed
that she had met
Rameshwar at his residence
on February 2, 2019 and re-
quested for a job.

“He had promised me a
position as a fourth-grade
employee in the education
department. Initially, I was
asked to work as a domes-
tic help at his house. I agreed
in the hope of getting a
regular job. A day later,
Rameshwar attacked  me
while I was working and
dragged me to his room. He
raped me and then threat-Thiruvananthapuram,

May 23 (IANS) Leader of Op-
position V.D.Satheesan on
Tuesday expressed concern
over “mysterious” fires break-
ing out at warehouses of
government-run KMSCL
which is under probe over
alleged irregularities during
Covid.

“The fire at a godown of
the state-run Kerala Medical
Services Corporation Lim-
ited (KMSCL) here on Tues-
day, and a similar one at its
Kollam godown last week is
definitely suspicious as a Lok
Ayukta probe is on in Covid
purchase irregularities,” said
Satheesan.

“KMSCL is mired in cor-
ruption. In the past two years,
it has seen nine managing
directors. In this organisation,
medicines are bought and
commissions pocketed. One
of the reasons why the vigi-
lance probe was suddenly
stopped here as it could have
apparently landed some

Congress in Kerala raises
suspicion over ‘mysterious’

fires in KMSCL godowns
“top” officials in trouble. So
the probe should not be lim-
ited to the fire, but against all
the manipulations happen-
ing there,” said Satheesan.

“Strangely, whenever a
Central agency probe is un-
derway, fire breaks out.
There was a fire in the Sec-
retariat and very recently
when an inquiry in connec-
tion with the AI camera al-
leged scam was on, another
fire broke out in the office of
the State Industries Minister.
So it’s now become a com-
mon practice that wherever
a probe is Â on, a fire also
breaks out. We demand a se-
rious probe into the KMSCL
fire at Kollam and here,”
added Satheesan.

Incidentally, at the fire
that broke out in the
godown in the wee hours of
Tuesday here, a 33-year-old
fireman died while dousing
it, when a portion of the
building came down on
him.

Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem
at fifth on 1306 points.

The No. 1 ranking will
come as a boost for Chopra,
who will next compete at
the FBK Games 2023 on
June 4 in the Netherlands.
He also confirmed his par-
ticipation at the Paavo
Nurmi Games 2023 in Turku,
Finland, on June 13. The 25-
year-old from Haryana has
risen to the top of the
rankings based on superb
performances since Septem-
ber last year, when Chopra
won the Diamond League
2022 finals in Zurich, becom-
ing the first Indian athlete to
win the prestigious Dia-
mond League trophy.

Rahul congratulates Neeraj on becoming
World No. 1 in men’s javelin throw rankings

New Delhi, May 23
(IANS) Former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday congratulated
Neeraj Chopra on becoming
World Number one in the
Men’s Javelin Throw
rankings, saying it was tes-
tament of his talent and
hard work for the sport.

In a Facebook post,
Gandhi said, “Congratula-
tions to Neeraj Chopra on
becoming World Number
One in the Men’s Javelin
Throw Rankings! It is a re-
markable achievement and
a testament to your talent,
hard work, and dedication
to the sport. Wishing you all
the best for your future

endeavours.”
India’s Tokyo Olympics

gold medallist Chopra on
Monday surged to the top
of the latest men’s javelin
throw and is the new World
No.1 in the rankings issued
by the World Athletics.

Chopra was leading the
ranking with 1455 points, 22
ahead of Grenada’s Ander-
son Peters. Chopra had been
at the No. 2 position since
August 30, 2022, but over-
took Peters, the reigning
world champion, this week.

Czech Republic’s Jakub
Vadlejch is placed third with
1410 points with Julian
Webber of Germany in
fourth with 1385 points and
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Desk

West Bengal’s
crude bomb

industry:
It points to intertwining of
politics, crime, impunity

Is Rs 2 lakh the price for my son’s life?” The an-
guished question by Sheikh Bablu, whose seven-year-
old son, Abroz, was killed by a crude bomb in
Burdwan, Bengal in March 2021, frames a bigger trag-
edy. His is one of 24 families the Indian Express spoke
to as part of its investigation into West Bengal’s crude
bomb industry.

In each, a child was lost or maimed as a result of
accidentally encountering crude bombs — only some
of those families have received compensation from
the state. The manufacture of these weapons is wide-
spread, but little or no action is taken against the
manufacturers because their clients include mem-
bers of leading political parties and criminal
organisations.

Many of those arrested have got bail and in other
cases, no arrests have been made. However, impunity
is not the only issue highlighted by this paper’s in-
vestigation. The deaths and injuries are a chilling sym-
bol of a distorted and dysfunctional political
economy, marked by the normalisation of violence
and criminalisation of inter-party competition, and
the systemic erosion of institutions that it is a prod-
uct of and, in turn, exacerbates.

During nearly four decades of CPM rule, Bengal’s
government machinery became subservient to the
Party and partisan politics permeated nearly every
aspect of the lives of its people. This was accompa-
nied by violence becoming the everyday currency of
exchange between the cadres of the ruling and op-
position parties. The Mamata Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress, instead of charting out a different path, has
become part of the problem. The “syndicate” domi-
nates the state — it encompasses the ruling party’s
control over real estate, appointments, access to gov-
ernment services and much else.

The crude bomb industry represents just how
deep the politicisation and violence runs. All the ma-
jor political players in Bengal are complicit and hence
tackling the menace head-on is a formidable chal-
lenge. The intermingling of politics, criminality and
impunity, and the blurring of lines between party
workers and the local goons, facilitate Bengal’s crime
cottage industry.

The state government must, first and foremost,
ensure that justice is done for the families of victims.
But to address the root of the problem, West Bengal’s
politics must make a long-overdue beginning to-
wards untangling and separating state policy and
action from partisan interests.

GENEVA, This photo taken on May 21, 2023 shows the Palais des Nations, in Geneva, Switzerland. The 76th World Health
Assembly (WHA), kicking off in Geneva on Sunday, focused on "saving lives, driving health for all," the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) said in a statement.TO GO WITH "76th World Health Assembly kicks off"  UNI

New Delhi, May 22 (IANS)
Lawrence Bishnoi has revealed to Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA) his
top 10 targets, including Bollywood
superstar Salman Khan, and the
gangster’s alleged future plans,
sources said on Monday.

The sources told IANS that with his
revelations, the NIA was able to foil a
number of murders, robberies and ex-
tortion cases.

Bishnoi informed the NIA about his
entry into the world of crime from col-
lege politics and of the individuals he
killed over the last 10-15 years.

According to the NIA documents
that were accessed by IANS, the
gangster’s top 10 targets were:

Target 1: Salman Khan
Bishnoi told the NIA that in 1998,

the Bollywood superstar came to
Jodhpur to shoot one of his movies.
During the shoot allegations were
made against Khan for killing a
blackbuck, an animal revered in

Salman Khan among top 10 targets of Lawrence Bishnoi, reveals NIA probe
Bishnoi community. The gangster
wanted to kill Salman Khan as a result.
To carry out the assassination, he had
sent his aide, Sampat Nehra, to
Mumbai. Nehra conducted surveil-
lance on the actor but couldn’t ex-
ecute the plan. Nehra was later appre-
hended by the Haryana Police STF.

Target 2: Shagunpreet, manager of
Siddhu Moosewala

Shagunpreet was the manager of
slain Punjabi singer Siddhu
Moosewala and handled his accounts.
Lawrence told investigators that
Shagun helped the killer of Vicky
Muddukhera, the gangster’s close aide,
to hide in Kharar. Due to this, he
wanted to kill Shagunpreet.

Target 3: Mandeep Dhaliwal, aide
of gansgter Lucky Patiyal

Lawrence Bishnoi told the NIA that
Mandeep also helped the killer of slain
gangster Muddukhera. Mandeep runs
his gang under the name ‘Thugs-life’.

Target 4: Gangster Kaushal

Chaudhary
According to Lawrence’s state-

ment, Kaushal Chaudhary supplied
weapons to Bholu shooter, Anil Lath
and Sunny Lefti, who were involved in
Muddukhera’s killing. When Lawrence
learned this, he decided to kill
Chaudhary.

Target 5: Gangster Amit Dagar
Lawrence told investigators that

Amit Dagar and Kaushal Choudhary
had conspired to kill Muddukhera.
Therefore, Dagar was also on his radar.

Target 6: Sukhpreet Singh
Budhdha

Sukhpreet Singh Bushdha is the
head of Bambiha gang, which is
Lawrence’s arch rival. After the demise
of Devendra Bambiha, Sukhpreet be-
came the gang’s leader. Lawrence re-
vealed that his associate Amit Sharan
was killed by Sukhpreet, leading to his
plan to kill him.

Target 7: Gangster Lucky Patiyal
Lawrence told investigators that

Lucky Patiyal killed his gang member,
Gurlal Brar. Patiyal also allegedly as-
sisted the killer of Muddukhera. Patiyal
also harboured killer of Muddukhera
well.

Target 8: Rammi Masana, Gondar
Gang member

Lawrence expressed a desire to
seek revenge on Masana for allegedly
killing his cousin Amandeep. Masana
is a sharpshooter associated with the
Gondar Gang.

Target 9: Gurpreet Sheikho, of
Gondar Gang

Gurpreet Sheikho, the head of
Gondar Gang was also on the radar of
Lawrence. Gurpreet allegedly pro-
vided weapons to Masana for the mur-
der of Amandeep.

Target 10: Bholu shooter, Sunny
Lefti, Anil Lath

They all are alleged killers of
Muddukhera. Lawrence wanted to kill
them since they carried out the mur-
der. All of them work for Kaushal

Chaudhary’s gang.
More sinister plots of Lawrence:
In 2021, the gangster sent his

sharp shooters Shahrukh, Denny and
Aman to stay in Mossewala’s village.
There, Jaggu Baghwanpuria and
Sarpanch Mona assisted his shooters
in their stay. Later, Lawrence was in-
formed by the three shooters that they
needed more help to execute the kill-
ing of Moosewala.

In the meantime, Lawrence had
established contact with Canada-
based gangster Goldy Brar.

Lawrence sent Rs 50 lakhs to Goldy
Brar through Hawala, intending to se-
cure assistance in executing
Moosewala’s murder.

Between 2018 and 2022, Lawrence
sought help from his associate Rohit
Chaudhary, a gangster based in Khurja,
Uttar Pradesh.

He purchased 25 sophisticated
weapons, including AK-47 rifles and
9mm pistols, for Rs 2 crore from an

arms supplier named Qurban
Chaudhary, alias Shahzad.

Another gangster, Rohit assisted
Lawrence in acquiring these weapons
from Shahzad. The procured weapons
were used in the murder of
Moosewala.

The NIA learned that Lawrence
was running his extortion racket from
behind bars.

While being imprisoned in
Bharatpur and Faridkot jails, he ex-
torted money from businessmen in
Rajasthan, Chandigarh, Punjab and
Delhi.  Liquor businessmen, mall own-
ers, and gamblers were among his tar-
gets. Kala Jathedi, Kala Rana, and Goldy
Brar provided him with the phone
numbers of businessmen and gam-
blers. “The brothers of gangster
Anandpal, Vicky Singh, and Manjeet
Singh, also collected money from
stone and crusher businessmen in
Rajasthan based on Lawrence’s in-
structions,” said an NIA source.

How a unified Pakistan military is dismantling Project Imran
By Atul Aneja

New Delhi, May 23: The arrest of
Pakistan’s ex-Prime Minister Imran
Khan by Rangers on May 9 triggered
unprecedented and horrific attacks on
the Army. Imran’s supporters attacked
key symbols of the Army’s power and
authority, including the Genera Head-
quarters (GHQ) Rawalpindi, Corps
Commanders House aka Jinnah
House, Lahore, Peshawar Radio station,
ISI office Faisalabad, Pakistan Air Force
base at Mianwali, Rangers post Karachi
and numerous other military and se-
curity forces installations. The mayhem
that started on May 9 petered out two
days later.

In Pakistani military circles and it’s
supporters, the vandalism is being per-
ceived as the 9/11 of the state, in terms
of its psychological impact. Pakistani
army which has consistently projected
itself through its propaganda machine
including the ISPR as impregnable and
agency of last resort, is in a state of
shock. It wonders how a few thousand
rioters could dare attack its symbols of
might and honour.

Unsurprisingly, faced with the un-
precedented situation, the Pakistan
Army has decided to hold trials of all
those PTI leaders and cadres who were
directly involved in the attacks as well
as its masterminds, under the draco-
nian Army Act and the Official Secrets
Act. The court martial of ex-corps com-
mander Lahore Salman Fayyaz Ghani,
who is accused of allowing the rioters
to enter the Corps Commander House
in Lahore because of his and his wife’s
leaning towards PTI and Imran Khan,
is already underway. His wife is said to
be cousin sister of the Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Umar Ata Bandial, who
has come out in support of the ex-PM

by granting him bail. It is said that
Imran Khan, the main conspirator can
also face court martial.

Nevertheless, the May 9 incident
has restored unity in the Pak army at
all levels. Earlier, there were specula-
tions of some sort of a mutiny within.
In fact, pro-Imran elements including
Vloggers abroad were daily predicting
the ouster of Gen Asim Munir by Chair-
man Joint Chief of Staff Committee
Sahir Shamshad Mirza. All ranks and
file of the army are highly grieved and
simultaneously enraged that PTI riot-
ers set ablaze the dummy of the Sa-

ber jet outside the Mianwali Airbase
and desecrated and destroyed the
statue of Captain Carnal Sher Khan at
Punjab Regiment Centre Mardan,
which they have considered meta-
phors of valor and gallantry.

The May 9 blunder is being
deemed as an unforgivable sin even
by the people including mid-ranking
officers in Pak army, who had had been
previously inclined to sympathise with
Imran. They see the Pakistan’s People’s
Party (PPP) and Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) as parties that
gave Pakistan the constitution, nuclear

programme, motorway and CPEC. But
the “historical credit” of mounting di-
rect attacks on the army goes only to
the PTI. By committing this act, the PTI
has committed treason against the
state and it does not deserve any
mercy or concession.

It is evident that Imran Khan mis-
calculated the psyche of the people of
Punjab. He had the wrong notion that
youth including girls and women from
elite families of serving and retired
judges, generals, bureaucrats and
business class together with other par-
ticipants, mostly hired people from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) and Gilgit Baltistan
(GB) will stir up a revolution and bring
the army to its knees. But he forgot
that this could trigger a blowback
marshalled by youth from the Punjabi
elite families.

The military establishment which
actively launched the “Project Imran”

in 2011 to cut to size, the then main-
stream political parties-PPP and PML
(N), has now embarked upon a project
to dismantle PTI and isolate Imran
Khan. Several PTI leaders close to
Imran and holding senior positions in
the parties have either left PTI or are
about to do so in coming the days as
they confront new realities on the
ground. Leaders such as Shah
Mehmood Qureshi and Asad Umar are
believed to have been kept in deten-
tion deliberately, and they can also
part ways with Imran Khan at any mo-
ment.

The Pak establishment’s plans as
yet are to divide PTI into various fac-
tions, minus Imran. Jahangir Tareen
has been activated to form a strong
faction comprising majority of elect-
able Members of the National Assem-
bly (MNAs) and Members of the Pro-
vincial Assemblies (MPAs) who can
play a major role in any future set up.

Shah Mehmood Qureshi, Fawad
Chaudhry and Pervez Elahi will also be
assigned a major role in Punjab. Pervez
Khattak and Asad Qaiser will be major
players in the new arrangement in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Faisal Wavda
who had left PTI several months ago
will play similar role in Sindh together
with Ali Zaidi.

Imran Khan’s Zaman Park resi-
dence spreading over several acres
continues to be under the siege of
Punjab police since May 18 for the ar-
rest of around 40 terrorists taking asy-
lum there as per the Punjab caretaker
government. Imran Khan so far, has
not allowed police and administration
access to the main residential area. The
government wants to carry out a
search operation at his residence and
nearby houses with the help of 400
policemen. Police claimed to have ar-
rested 14 PTI miscreants while fleeing
Zaman Park in last couple of days.
Once a no-go area for non-PTI people,
which always remained crowded with
PTI activists till May 16, is now bearing
a deserted look.

PTI alleges that over 7000 of its
workers including leaders have been
arrested in the ongoing massive crack-
down, while the government puts the
figure around 3600-4000. It is said that
a list of 2200 people involved in the
violence has been prepared by the
agencies. The true face of so-called PTI
tigers apprehended by Pak security
agencies and police in connection
with May 9 violence and vandalism
has been exposed. They appear co-
erced into submission and seen chant-
ing Pak Fauj Zindabad and Punjab po-
lice Zindabad slogan. (The content is
being carried under an arrangement
with indianarrative.com)

—indianarrative

Iran-Pakistan rift widens after
killings of 5 border guards

By Rahul Kumar

New Delhi, May 23: Iranian border guard com-
mander Ahmad Ali Goudarzi advised Pakistan to
observe “good neighbourliness and not allow ter-
ror activities to be carried out from within their
country”. Goudarzi issued the warning to its east-
ern neighbour on Monday in a television interview,
adding that “we have limited patience”.

Though the Iranian commander did not call out
Pakistan by name, Goudarzi said that Iran’s
neighbours should not allow terror groups “to carry
out anti-security activities from inside their coun-
try”. The commander was referring to the killing of
five Iranian border guards on Sunday by an armed
group that reportedly crossed the border from Pa-
kistan and escaped back after the attack.

The killings took place in Saravan, near Iran’s
border with Pakistan, in the south-eastern province
of Sistan-Baluchistan. The funeral for the five slain
army and border security men took place in
Zahedan - the capital of Sistan-Baluchistan prov-
ince, on Monday with priests from both the Shia and
Sunni communities attending the funeral.

The Iranian border guard, also called Faraja Bor-
der Guard, protects the Iranian land border as well
as provides coast guard duties for the country’s
maritime border.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry had
reacted to the audacious cross-border
attack on Sunday itself.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Nasser Kanaani said that Pakistan,
from which the terrorists had tried to
illegally enter Iran, is expected to fulfil
mutual agreements on countering ter-
rorist groups. The Islamic Republic
News Agency (IRNA) reported that
Kanaani urged Pakistan to do more to
provide security along the border.

Kanaani said: “Iran believes that the
terrorist attack on border guards was
an attempt to damage cooperation

and friendly relations between Tehran
and Islamabad, especially after a May
18 visit by Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to Iran’s Sistan-
Baluchestan province”. He urged
Islamabad to implement bilateral
agreements on action against terror-
ist groups operating from Pakistan.

On Thursday, just days before the
attack, Sharif and Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi had inaugurated border
projects to boost economic coopera-
tion and trade between the two na-
tions. The two leaders also signed an
agreement over the transfer of elec-

tricity from Iran to Pakistan.
The inauguration ceremony

included opening up of the
Mand-Pishin border market,
and was attended by Pakistani
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, Information Minister
Maryam Aurangzeb and Power
Minister Khurram Dastagir.

The Iran-Pakistan border
which is called the Goldsmith
Line has not been accepted by
the Baloch masses on both
sides of the border. The Iran-Pa-
kistan border is a hyper-volatile
border that thrives on the
smuggling of weapons, drugs,
petroleum products and food
items. Clashes on the border are
common also due to sectarian
clashes between the Shias and
the Sunnis, ethnic groups and
the frequent movement of
armed outfits.

(The content is being car-
ried under an arrangement
with indianarrative.com)
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Man booked for
threatening to

kill Rahul
Lucknow, May 23 (IANS) An FIR has

been registered against a man here for
allegedly threatening to kill Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and media coor-
dinator of Uttar Pradesh Congress
committee Lallan Kumar.

The case was registered under IPC
sections 504 (insult), 506 (threat), and
under the relevant sections of the SC/
ST Act at Chinhat police station in
Lucknow.

As per the FIR, Lallan Kumar got a
threat call from a man who identified
himself as Manoj Kumar Rai of
Gorakhpur.

“The man threatened to kill me. He
also hurled casteist abuses and said he
will kill or shoot us Dalits. He also
threatened to kill Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi. The man has given
threat calls even before,” Lallan Kumar
alleged in the FIR. Further probe into
the matter is underway, the police said.

—IANS
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In the news 3
Sana Khan, Sharad Malhotra’s ‘Dil

Nisaar Hua’ celebrates love and passion
Mumbai, May 22

(IANS) The song ‘Dil
Nisaar Hua’ featuring
Sharad Malhotra, Sana
Khan, and Jaya Nandi hit
the airwaves on Monday.
Crooned by Javed Ali, the
song is the first chapter
from the three chapters
of the timeless musical
trilogy.

Shot in Antaleya, Tur-
key, the song blends
melody, emotions and
soulful vocals with music
composed by music di-
rector Prateek Gandhi,
and the music video di-
rected by Faisal Miya
Photuwale. Actor Sharad
Malhotra shared: “The
song exudes immense
love through its enchant-
ing music, heartfelt lyrics,

and beautifully shot visuals.
Every aspect of the song
contributes to its excep-
tional nature, but the pres-
ence of talented artists, in-
cluding myself and the stun-
ning faces alongside me,
and the breathtaking loca-
tions, truly make it extraor-
dinary. The song is a true cel-

ebration of love and con-
nection which will trans-
port us to a realm of
deep, intense, and pure
emotions.” Sharing her
thoughts on the song,
Sana Khan said: “Being a
part of ‘Dil Nisaar Hua’ has
been an incredible jour-
ney. The song beautifully
encapsulates the es-
sence of love and show-
cases the raw emotions
we experience. I am
thrilled for audiences to
witness this musical mas-
terpiece.” The song, re-
leased by Krooners
Musik, in association with
The Bucketlist Films, is
available to stream on
Krooners Musik official
Youtube Channel.

Varun Dhawan feels ‘Bhediya’ was an
experience that ‘enriched’ him as an actor

Mumbai, May 22 (IANS)
The role of a werewolf is on
the bucket list of many ac-
tors as it brings together
many elements of magical
realism, fantasy and drama,
and Bollywood star Varun
Dhawan is no different. The
actor, who essayed the titu-
lar role of a wolf in his film
‘Bhediya’, has shared that
the role enriched the actor
in him.

‘Bhediya’ is a horror-
comedy and it follows the
hilarious and spooky traves-
ties of Bhaskar’s ( Varun
Dhawan) life after he is bit
by the mythical creature in
the dense jungles of
Arunachal Pradesh. As
Bhaskar finds himself mys-
teriously transforming into
the shape-shifting
werewolf, his friends and he
set out on a mission to find
some much needed an-
swers that only lead to
more twists, turns and lots
of laughter.

Talking about the film,
Varun said: “‘Bhediya’ is not
just an exciting werewolf

tale but an emotional
rollercoaster that promises
to keep you hooked. Play-
ing Bhaskar was a once-in-
a-lifetime experience that
enriched me tremendously
as an actor. I can still re-
member the excitement I
felt when I first read the
script. And now as it pre-
mieres digitally, I am reliv-
ing that thrill.” Actress Kriti
Sanon, who essays the role
of a mythical creature, said:
“The movie holds a special
place in my heart as it gave
me the opportunity to play
a character that I had no

reference point to. More-
over, the unique and thrill-
ing script introduced a new
genre in Indian cinema. I
believe that ‘Bhediya’ has
paved the way for more
such innovative concepts,
and I am excited for view-
ers to see how we have
brought this unique con-
cept to life on screen.” Di-
rected by Amar Kaushik, the
film also stars Deepak
Dobriyal, and Abhishek
Banerjee. Produced by Jio
Studios and Maddock Films,
‘Bhediya’ will stream on
JioCinema from May 26, 2023.

After ‘Oh Fatima’, Chris Gayle says
his desire is to act with Deepika

Mumbai, May 23 (IANS)
After his epic run in IPL, Chris
Gayle is exploring music
video space with ‘Oh Fatima’,
his first-ever collaboration
with singer-songwriter and
music composer Arko Pravo
Mukherjee.

And chuffed with the re-
sponse to ‘Oh Fatima’, the
swashbuckling Jamaican
batter and IPL heavy hitter
has expressed his desire to
inaugurate a Bollywood ca-
reer with Deepika Padukone
(no less!).

‘Oh Fatima’, according to
its makers, is a unique col-
laboration between two
styles from two parts of the
world. This foot-tapping en-
ergetic song infuses Indian
and Jamaican styles of mu-
sic and the result is a
“swoony, groovy and vibrant
track”. The song has been
crooned, penned and com-
posed by Arko and Chris
Gayle, and directed by
Rammjii Gulatii. It also fea-
tures Karina Karra, an artiste
from Uzbekistan. In the mu-
sic video, Arko and the ‘Uni-

verse Boss’, as Gayle is popu-
larly known, take you all over
the UAE with Fatima and
friends. Speaking during the
song launch her on Monday
evening, Gayle said: “My stint
with India and IPL has been
so memorable, and (my)
natural love for music and
singing is complete with ‘Oh
Fatima’. Great song, great lo-
cations, brilliant partnership
and a super collaboration
with Arko and the team will
be a treat for people glo-
bally” Arko added: “Our aim
is to take the Indian music
industry to a global plat-
form. ‘Oh Fatima’ is a the per-
sonification of this desire.
Chris Gayle is a global icon;
his dynamic personality
resonates on the cricket
pitch and in his music.” So,
where does Gayle plan to go
from here? “If in the future,
I’d get any music album in
Bollywood, I’d like to per-
form with Deepika
Padukone,” he said. Would it
be as easy as hitting a six
that lands in the stands?
Well, that only time will tell.

Sunny Hinduja
wraps up ‘TVF
Aspirants’
Season 2

Mumbai, May 23 (IANS)
Actor Sunny Hinduja, who
immortalised the character
of Sandeep from the
streaming show ‘TVF Aspir-
ants’, has completed the
shooting for the second sea-
son of the show which was
going on in Delhi all this
while.

In the show, Hinduja’s
character portrays the
struggles of an average In-
dian student who’s trying
hard to get through civil ser-
vices. Opening up about his
experience of shooting the
second season, Sunny said,
“It’s been such a fun and
memorable journey shoot-
ing for ‘Aspirants’ Season 2.
The amount of love fans
showered on me and the
show in the first season was
endearing”. He further men-
tioned, “We have tried to
make the second season
more special which prob-
ably the viewers will enjoy
watching. As a team, we
can’t wait to bring the show
out for the audiences”.

Ram Charan talks about making
Hollywood debut, India’s strong culture

Mumbai, May 23 (IANS)
Star Ram Charan has talked
about his Hollywood debut
and the kind of films he
wants to work in the future.
The actor was at the Film
Tourism for Economic and
Cultural Preservation event
at Sher-i-Kashmir Interna-
tional Convention Centre
(SKICC). When asked about
making a debut in Holly-
wood, he said: “I want to ex-
plore India more and I don’t
think I would want to travel
anywhere else for my films
unless the producer or di-
rector is from Hollywood. I
want to stick to my culture.”
He then spoke about the
“strong culture” India has. “I
want to educate (people) that
our Indian sentiments are so
strong. Our culture is so strong.
There’s a lot of dignity in our
stories. Nowadays, when you
see it, it’s not a South Indian or

North Indian movie, it’s about
Indian mitti ka stories. These
stories are finally coming out.”
The actor, who gained global
recognition with his power-
packed performance in ‘RRR’,

will next be seen in the Tamil-
Telugu bilingual ‘Game
Changer’, which also stars Kiara
Advani. He also has yet-un-
titled project with director
Buchi Babu Sana.

Vidya Balan-starrer ‘Neeyat’
gets its sound work done at
legendary Abbey Road Studios

Mumbai, May 23 (IANS) The upcoming film
‘Neeyat’, which stars Vidya Balan as the protagonist,
had its sound work done at the famous Abbey Road
Studios which has been a home to the likes of
Beatles, Pink Floyd, Amy Winehouse and more re-
cently Ed Sheeran, Adele and Lady Gaga.

The film is a suspense-thriller and revolves
around the story of an unlikely detective (Vidya
Balan) investigating inexplicable killings at a
billionaire’s party where nothing is as it seems and
all suspects have a secret or two.

The film features an ensemble cast including
Ram Kapoor, Rahul Bose, Prajakta Koli, Neeraj Kabi,
Amrita Puri, Shahana Goswami, Niki Walia, Dipannita
Sharma, Shashank Arora, Danesh Razvi, Ishika Mehra
and Madhav Deval in pivotal roles. Talking about the
Abbey Road Studios, it is one of the world’s premier
destinations for film scoring with illustrious movies
like ‘Raiders of the Lost Ark’, the ‘Lord of the Rings’
and ‘Hobbit’ trilogies, movies from the ‘Harry Potter’
series, ‘Black Panther’, ‘1917’, ‘Avengers: Endgame’ in-
cluding the Oscar winning scores of ‘Gravity’ and
‘The Shape of Water’. ‘Neeyat’, produced by Prime
Video and the Vikram Malhotra-led Abundantia En-
tertainment and directed by Anu Menon, will hit the
theatres across the world on July 7.

Vin Diesel says aFast & Furious’
spinoffs are in the works,
including a female-led movie

Los Angeles, May 23 (IANS) Hollywood star Vin Diesel says
spinoffs of the ‘Fast & Furious’ franchise are already in the
works, including a female-led installment. “I started devel-
oping the female spinoff... in 2017 with other spinoffs, and
the sooner I deliver the finale, the sooner I can launch all the
spinoffs,” he said, reports ‘Variety’. ‘Fast X’ is the first of a two-
part ending, but “it’s bittersweet to think of a finale,” Diesel
said. In an interview on May 12 at the Rome premiere, he
teased that the ending might be spread out over three films.
“Look how many characters and great talent there is in the
movie,” Diesel said of the possible 12th film. “There was no
way I can pull that off unless I had everyone on for five sec-
onds. These characters are appealing and we need to see
more of them.” ‘Fast X’ features the shocking returns from
Gisele (Gal Gadot) and Luke Hobbs (Dwayne Johnson). Die-
sel admits it wasn’t easy keeping the cameos a secret. “I’m so
excited to have them back home and even more excited to
see fan reactions and to see how happy it makes people.” Ear-
lier on the carpet, ‘Fast X’ co-star Michelle Rodriguez revealed
that Gadot had shot cameos for earlier films, but they didn’t
make the final cut. “We have shot other things a long time ago
that might not have fit that specific movie as a finale,” Diesel
confirmed. “Doing tags is a very tricky thing because you want
your great talent but at the same time you have to be very
careful to maintain the emotional state of your audience at
the end of the movie. So that’s what you’re juggling.” Rodriguez
isn’t sure she’ll sign up for spinoffs. “You pass the baton on.
You take the back seat,” she said. “You go passenger side. When
it comes the next generation, you have to. It’s the only way to
let them define the future.” Diesel and Rodriguez were among
the 350 guests at the CTAOP benefit who helped raise more
than $900,000 for the organisation’s work supporting the
health, education and safety of youth in Southern Africa.
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Bharuch Nagarpalika
Dist : Bharuch

Bharuch Nagarpalika invite Online tender
Under 14th Finance Commission, 15%
Vivekadhin, janbhagidari, professional tax and
SJMMSVY grant, ULB fund for following works of
R.C.C.Trimix Road, Pevar Block, underground
drainage, Kota fitting, Shed erection and
installation of new tube well. Their Estimated Cost
range between Rs.29,290/- to Rs.4,98,900/-. Total
there are 43 Works. Contractor should have valid
register licence under R&B. For filling this tender
contractor have to submitted, registration
documents along with tender copy. For EMD
contractors have to submitted, then we will not
accept any tender. Bharuch nagarpalika will
accept tender only through RPAD/Speed post and
hand to hand. If tender will not come in time and
any delay is there, then bharuch nagarpalika will
not take any resposibility and not accept any
tender.  For Details regarding tender Bidders can
visit www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in.

Right ro reject any tender without assigning any
Reason there of reserved by the competent
authority. Last date of tender is Dt.29/05/2023 at
4.00 PM and tender submission Dt: 07/06/2023
till 4.00 PM.
Note: 1) GST & EPF No. must required

2) For any further information contact
  Municipal Engineer in office hours.

Kalpesh kumar Sharma IAS
Chief Officer

Hemendra Prajapati
Chairman

W.W. & Drainage CommitteeHemuben A.Patel
Chairman

Public Work Committee
Ninabaa K.yadav

Vice President
Amit S.Chavda

President

INF/BCH/123/23-24
Bharuch Nagarpalika, Bharuch

Naresh B.Sutharwala
Chairman

Standing Committee

Bharuch Nagarpalika
Dist : Bharuch

Bharuch Nagarpalika invite Online tender Under 15th
Finance, SJMMSVY, janbhagidari, professional tax
grant and ULB grant for following 18 Pakage of RCC
trimix Road, C.C.Road, Asphalt road, fixing of paver
block, Circle Renovation, Construction of Community
hall, construction of hostel, Annual rate contract,
laboratory equipments for water testing etc works at
bharuch city, Their Estimated Cost range between Rs.
5,17,019/- to Rs.1,01,80,900/-. For Details regarding
tender Bidders can downloads the tender from
www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in &
www.nprocure.com. Bidders must bid the tender
document by online tender process. Nagarpalika will
only accept physical tender document through RPAD/
Speed post and hand to hand at nagarpalika.
Note: GST& EPF No. Must required.
1) Tender Download Dt.26/05/2023 to 05/06/2023
2) Physical submission of tender through RPAD/Speed

Post & hand to hand Dt.08/06/2023 at 18.00 P.M.
3) Opening of Technical Bid Dt.09/06/2023 at 18.00

P.M.

Kalpesh kumar Sharma IAS
Chief Officer

Hemendra Prajapati
Chairman

W.W. & Drainage CommitteeHemuben A.Patel
Chairman

P.W.Committee
Ninabaa K.yadav

Vice President
Amit S.Chavda

President

INF/BCH/122/23-24
Bharuch Nagarpalika, Bharuch

Naresh B.Sutharwala
Chairman

Standing Committee

GUJARAT MARITIME BOARD
ONLINE TENDER NOTICE NO.-02/2023-24

On Behalf of Chairman, Gujarat Maritime Board, Executive Engineer
(Civil), Magdalla Port Project Division, Sagar Bhavan, Makkai pool,
Nanpura, Surat-395001 Phone No (0261-2474911) invites tenders for
the Following work.

Sr. Brief Scope of the works 1.Estimated cost
No. 2.EMD Amount

3.Tender Fee Rs.
4.Class of Registration
5. Time limit

1 . S R to Stacking Platform 1.Rs.31,42,691.79/-
No.9 at Port Magdalla 2.Rs.37,085.00/-

3.Rs.1770/-
4.Class “E-1” or above
5.04 (Four) Months (Incl. monsson)

2. S R to Compound wall 1.Rs.28,53,139.97/-
at Port Colony No.1 2.Rs.33,670/-
Dahej. Dist. Bharuch 3.Rs.1770/-

4.Class “E-1” or above
5.04 (Four) Months (Incl.monsoon)

3. Upgradation of Platform 1.Rs.25,94,118.20/-
boudary by retaining 2.Rs.30,615/-
wall at Port Magdalla 3.Rs.1770/-

4. Class “E-1” or above
5. 04 (Four) Months (Incl. monsoon)

4. Providing Port Control 1.Rs.75,29,811.80/-
Tower at Port Magdalla. 2.Rs.88,860/-

3.Rs.2832/-
4. Class “D” or above
5. 18 (Eighteen) Months (Incl. monsson)

Schedule of e-tendering

Period of Uploading, Downloading& 1.From Dt.23/05/2023 up to 18:00 hrs
Submission of Online tender  to Dt.06/06/2023 up to 18:00 hrs
Date of physical submission of Tender fee, 1.From Dt.07/06/2023 to
EMD and other documents through Dt.15/06/2023 up to 18.00 hrs
R.P.A.D./Speed Post only up to 18:00 hrs
at the Office the Executive Engineer (C).
Magdalla Port Project Division, Sagar
Bhavan, Makkai pool,  Nanpura,
Surat 395001
Online opening of Tender 1.Dt.16/06/2023 at 12:00 Hrs.

(if possible)

Mahiti/Surat/282/2023

Tender shall also mentioned name of work on the envelopes. On-line tenders shall be
considered non-responsive and shall not be opened if the physical documents are not
submitted within stipulated dates of submission at the above mentioned office addressed.
Details of the works shall be available on www.statetenders.gujart.gov.in and
www.gmb.nprocure.com, www.gmbports.org & notice board.
For further clarification please contact Executive Engineer (Civil), Magdalla Port Project
Division, Sagar Bhavan, Makkai pool, Nanpura, Surat 395001 Phone No (0261-2474911)

Date

COMMISSIONER OF GEOLOGY AND MINING,
INDUSTRIES & MINES DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT
Email- ag-auction-sau-cgm@gujarat.gov.in

Ref No: Geo/Minor/ Block/BTP/BVN/021/2023-24/001       Date: 24 May 2023

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
“Invitation of Bids for grant of Quarry Lease for Bentonite Mineral”

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 15 of the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 and in accordance
with the Gujarat Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 2017, notified
thereunder, the Government of Gujarat has identified 01 (One)  Bentonite
Mineral Blocks for electronic auction and hereby invites bids for the
purpose of grant of quarry lease.
Eligibility conditions, date and time, terms and conditions for participating
in the electronic auction are provided in the Tender Document. Detailed
Tender Documents along with timelines, notifications, updates and other
details for the e-Auction process for the mineral blocks are available in
electronic form only and can be downloaded from the website of (n)
Code Solutions- Adivision of GNFC Limited
(https://cgm-eauction.nprocure.com).
Interested Bidders can register themselves on the above e-Auction
portal, On successful registration, eligible Bidders will obtain login ID
and password necessary for participation in the e-Auction process.
Sale of Tender Documents will commence on website of e-Auction portal
provider, from 14th June 2023 which may be obtained after payment of
INR 10000/- as tender document fee against each the Bentonite  Mineral
Blocks. Model Tender Document & Mineral Block Summery will be
available free of cost on the above e-Auction portal.

- District Collector, Bhavnagar
DDI/BVN/315/23

S. Mineral Block     Location Area Type of Estimated
No.      Name  (Village, Taluka (in Ha.) Land  Mineral

   District) (Govt/ Resources
Private)   (in MT)

1 Jesar Jesar, Jesar 3.7500 Government 10,20,000
Blacktrap Bhavnagar
Block-J

AIMING HIGH
MINING GROWTH

1778 BLOCKS
e-Auctioned Successfully

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 MEMON ARHAM

IMTIYAZBHAI to MEMON
ARHAM IMTIYAZHUSEN
Add. 101, Akiraheights,

TP-85 Road, Nr. Kadri Party
Plot, Sarkhej Road,

Juhapura, Ahmedabad
892A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 MEMON IMTIYAZBHAI
GULABBHAI to MEMON

IMTIYAZHUSEN
GULABBHAI

Add. 101, Akiraheights,
TP-85 Road, Nr. Kadri Party

Plot, Sarkhej Road,
Juhapura, Ahmedabad

892B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 MEMON RUKSHANABANU

IMTIYAZBHAI to MEMON
RUKSHANABANU

IMTIYAZHUSEN
Add. 101, Akiraheights,

TP-85 Road, Nr. Kadri Party
Plot, Sarkhej Road,

Juhapura, Ahmedabad
892C

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 KANDAWALA HABSABANU

MOHAMEEDHUSSAIN to
KANDAWALA HABSABANU

MOHAMMEDHUSSAIN
Add. 2666, Khajuri Ni Pole,

Navi Masjid, Mominwad,
Jamalpur,

 Ahmedabad-380001
892

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 MANSURI MOINBHAI

PIRMOHAMMEDBHAI to
MANSURI MOIN

PIRMOHAMMEDBHAI
Add. 3032, Hansraj Pragji

Hall Line, Pankornaka,
 Ahmedabad-380001

891

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 MANSURI RIZVANABANU

MOINBHAI to MANSURI
RIZVANA MOINBHAI

Add. 3032, Hansraj Pragji
Hall Line, Pankornaka,
 Ahmedabad-380001

891B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 MANSURI AASIMAH MOIN

to MANSURI AASHIMAH
MOINBHAI

Add. 3032, Hansraj Pragji
Hall Line, Pankornaka,
 Ahmedabad-380001

891A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 SAJJAN SINGH HARNAM
SINGH MULTANI SIKH to

SAJJANSINH
HARANAMSINH MULTANI
Add. F-303, Avani Homes,
Nava Naroda, Ahmedabad

890

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 CHAUHAN SUNIL

MAHESHKUMAR to
CHAUHAN SUNIL

MAHESHWARSINGH
Add. B/57, Poojan Bunglows,

Nr. Rajdhani Tenament,
Borisana Road, Ta. Kalol,

 Dist. Gandhinagar
B080

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 MAHESH DHIRAJLAL

THAKKAR to MAHESHBHAI
DHIRAJLAL THAKKAR
Add. B/8, Bhumidip Park
Nr. Usha Appt, Rajpur,

Hirapur, Maninagar
Ahmedabad-380008

889

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 SITABAHEN

RAGHUNATHBHAI DESAI to
SITABEN RAGHUNATHBHAI

DESAI
Add. 1, Saraswati Nagar,

Jantanagar, Sola High Court
Road, Ghatlodia,

Ahmedabad-380061
889A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 LAUVA ROHANKUMAR

TRIBHOVANBHAI to LEUVA
ROHANKUMAR

TRIBHOVANBHAI
Add. 26, New Krishna Jyot

Society, Danilimda,
Ahmedabad-28

870

Aditi Rao Hydari, Paige Sandhu to lead Indo-UK co-production ‘Lioness’
Mumbai, May 23 (IANS)

Aditi Rao Hydari and Indian
origin British actress Paige
Sandhu will soon be seen
sharing the screen in the
upcoming film ‘Lioness’. The
film, an official Indo-UK co-
production being made un-
der the bilateral treaty
signed by both countries in
2008, was announced on
Tuesday at the India Pavilion
(managed by FICCI under
the aegis of Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting) at
the ongoing Cannes Film
Festival.

Written and directed by
Kajri Babbar, the film will tell
the story of princess Sophia
Duleep Singh, the grand-
daughter of the great Maha-
raja Ranjit Singh, and the
Goddaughter of Queen
Victoria. She was one of the
key leaders of the suffrag-
ette movement in the UK
and also advocated for the
rights of women and chil-
dren.

Sophia’s character will

be essayed by Paige Sandhu.
The actress said in a state-
ment, “It’s an honour and a
dream come true to be play-
ing Princess Sophia Duleep
Singh. I am very humbled to
be portraying someone
with a legacy such as hers,
the work that she did, the
lives she helped and the
family she came from. I truly
hope to do justice to her in-
credible story.”

While Sophia’s story is
rooted in history, the second

story is a fictional tale of
Mehak Kaur an educated,
married immigrant woman
living in 1990’s Southall.
Mehak uncovers a fascinat-
ing story of women’s eman-
cipation and empathy in
contemporary times. The
two stories play out in differ-
ent eras, highlighting grit,
determination and compas-

sion.
Aditi Rao Hydari

will portray the char-
acter of Mehak Kaur
in the film. She said,
“I was instantly
drawn to the story
that brings to the
screen, the life and
legacy of an extraor-
dinary woman; a
story lost in history.
While Princess
Sophia is a heroine in
the true sense of the
word, Mehak is an
equally strong char-
acter whose journey

parallels the Lioness’s in the
present.” The film, inspired
by the research of Peter
Bance, the historian who
discovered the story of Prin-
cess Sophia Duleep, will be
produced by Vivek
Rangachari, Vaishalli Paatil,
Faraz Ahsan, Clare Cahill and
Ajit Pal Singh (Executive Pro-

ducer), and has been certi-
fied by the National Film
Development Corporation
(NFDC) and the British Film
Institute (BFI). Peter is also
one of the executive pro-
ducers on the film. In addi-
tion, English Heritage will be
unveiling a plaque at Hamp-
ton Court, UK, in memory of
the Punjabi Suffragette Prin-
cess on May 26. The London
Blue Plaque scheme cel-
ebrates notable figures and
the places they lived and
worked in. The unveiling will
be followed by a celebratory
reception in the Palace
hosted by Babbar Movies
and the Anglo Punjab Heri-

tage Foundation. Prithul
Kumar, Joint Secretary, Films,
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting, Govt of India
and MD, NFDC, said, “hearti-
est congratulations to the
co-production under India-
UK treaty. The films being
made under co-productions
have been doing exceed-
ingly well! All the best to this
film!” The event will be
graced by members of the
English Heritage, the British
Parliament, representatives
of the Indian and UK film in-
dustries, historians and au-
thors with OBE Gurinder
Chaddha as the keynote
speaker.
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Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel released the coffee table book 'Growth That Touches Lives' of Gujarat
Narmada Valley Fertilizer and Chemicals Limited-GNFC at Gandhinagar in the presence of Minister of En-
ergy and Petrochemicals Shri Kanubhai Desai, officials and other dignitaries. On this occasion, the Chief
Minister hailed the 47 years of development journey of GNFC.

Commercaial units sealed in
Makarba, Chharodi and Odhav

Ahmedabad:  The Ahmedabad Municiapl Corpo-
ration (AMC) sealed three commercial unitas in
Makarba, Chharodi and odhav and carried out demo-
lition drives in Narol, Danilimada and Vatva are as.

The AMC officials said that in all 6,359 sq feet of
encroached areas were freed and 19 units were sealed
by the civic body. The corporation has recently re-
moved encroachment on 38,920  sq feet area and
sealed 74 units in the city, On Monday, the AMC offi-
cials sealed nine units near AI-Burooj in Makarba area.
Another nine units was sealed in Chharodi. These units
were sealed o stop the use of illegal constructions. The
AMC also demoished residential flats in Danilimada-
Behrampura In Vatva, an industrial unit was demol-
ished near Vanarvat lake.

Offierins at two shrines in Kalol
burned

Ahmedabad: A volunteer who serves at two
sherines in Kalol town of Gandhinagar district, onn
Sunday filed a police complaint stating that the cloth
sheets and flower sheets offered at the  two shrines
were burned by unknown persons. Members o f
certainsects in the  Muslim community offer cloth
sheets and flower sheets at shrines. In his  FIR Kalol
taluka police, Nasir Pathan, 50, whoe earns a living by
painting, said he volunteers at the Gazikahan   Bawa
shrine at Pansar village in Kalol, and at  the Rustampir
Shrine near the railway station.

On Sunday evining, a devotee called Pathan at his
workplace, and told him that someone had burned
the sheets at the shrine. He and four others went to
the who shrines and inspected the damage. Pathan
suspects someone burned the sheets between Friday
night and Saturady night. He said that unknown per-
sons  had entered the two shrines, damaged them by
burining the sheets and had thus hurt the religious
sentiments of Pathan and other members of his com-
munity.

Teachere oppose GU’s move to
close 4 colleges

Ahmedabad: A teachers’ body has opposed
Gujarat University’s decision to accept closure appli-
cations of four collages run by the CU Ronak Founda-
tion. The Gujarat University Teacher’s Association has
oposed this decision saying the  university never ac-
cepted trequestes for closure to allow   the  renova-
tion of a collage building. Last week, he university ac-
cepted the closure applications of  CU Shah Science
Collage, CU Shah BCA Collage and CU Shah Institute
of Scinence. These colleges have been allowed to not
admit students for 2023-24.

The teacher’s association on Monday met the GU
vice-chancellor and handed over a a memorandum
opposing the decision. Teachers said that even dur-
ing the pandemic, the university had not appeoved
the closure of any colleges. The reason given by the
trust is not justified as builldings on  the GU campus
were dilapidated but have not been closed, said teach-
ers.

SIT files second chargesheet in
Bhavnagar fake billing scam

Ahmedabad: The special investigation team (SIT)
constituted to probe the m ulti-crore multi-state fake
biling scam that surfaced in Bhavnagar has filed its
second chargesheet.

It  names 14 persons who were arrested by
Nilambaugh police in Bhavnagar for their involvment
in obtaining Aadhaar cards of unsusepcting people
and fudging their data to register bogus companies
in their names.  According to the SIT chargesheet, the
multi-crore Aadhaar-GST scam reported
bogus billing worth R S 881.9 crore to evade taxes
worths Rs 123.35 crore.

“Mobile numbers linked with Aadhaar cards of
unsusprcting people  were changed and  after fudg-
ing with the Aadhaar data, GST registrattions were ob-
tained using those identity cards,” according to a state-
ment issued by the SIT.

Green hydrogen park on 26k acres
mooted in kandla

10 private  Firms Submit EOIs to Set Up Units
Rajkot: The central government-run Deendayal

Port Authority (DPA) at Kndla has joined India’s Na-
tional Green Hydrogen Mission by mooting a sprawl-
ing renewable park for the production and sale of this
fast-emerging clean fuel.  DPA has indentified 26,000
acres of land for this  energy park and plans to invest
Rs 715 crore to create common infrastructure facili-
ties for private players  looking to invest in green hy-
drogen production.

The port trust has recived expressions of interest
(EOI) from  10 private compnies for the production,
storagem and sale of green hydrogen andn green
ammonia.Talking to TOI,SK Mehta DPA chairman said,
“The high level of instrest by the private players dem-
onstrates the congidence among market players in
the potential of green hydrogen and green ammonia.

ATS busts al-Qaida module in
Ahmedabad, one arrested

Ahmedabad: The Gujarat anti-terrorist squad (ATS)
busted an al-Qaida module and arrested a man from
Bangladesh, who had been living in Ahmedabad since
December 2021, an official said on Monday.  The pre-
liminary investigation has revaled that apart from the
man arrested - Mohammaed  Sojibmiya Ahmedali, 28,
who was living in Soni  Chawl -there were three other
members of the module.  Therir names are Abdul Latif
Ansari, Munna Khaid Ansari and Azarul Islam, all resi-
dents of Narol, and they are yet to be apprehended.

Deputy inspector genral Gujarat ATS Deepan
Bhardran told reportes that the four members of the
proscribed terror outfit were trained by handlers
based in Bangladesh before being sent to India. They
were tasked with rasing funds for al-Qaida’s illegal ac-
tivities, redicalizing local youths and persuading them
to join the terror outfit.

They were charged under the relevant sectctions
of the Indian Penal Code and Sections 38,39 and 40 of
the Unlawful Activities  (Prevention) Act (UAPA),
Bhadran  old repoters at ATS headqartes.

Diabetologist swindled of  60L
with lure of gold at a discount.

Ahmedabad: A diabetologist from the Satellite on
Monday filed a complaint against two men and
woman, who were relatives a patient of  his, allerging
that the three of  his, cheated him out of Rs 59.50 lakh
after promising to sell him gold at lower-than market
prices.

Dr Banshi Sabo, 52, who runs a clinic in
Nehrunagar,o in his FIR with Satellite police said that
a resident of Satellite called Bharat Soni, his wife
Manisha Soni and Bharat’s brother Kirit  Soni had
cheated him.

Saboo said Bharat came to his clinic on April
18,Bharat has been getting treatment fron him and
hence Saboo knew Bharat wll.  According to the FIR,
Bharat told Saboo that he runs a gold an silver shop
in Manek Chowk and offered to sell him gold the rate
of Rs 59,500 per 10g. Saboo agreed to buy 1 kg of gold
biscuits form Bharat.

Where history meets law enforcement :
Gujarat’s heritage police stations

Dholka (Gujarat), May 23
(IANS) Police stations in
Gujarat have more than just
policing as the structures
many of these are housed in
are of historical relevance.

One of the police sta-
tions near Ahmedabad has
a structure built in 1912.
Dholka police station is one
of the oldest stations in
Gujarat. It has heritage
documents of police trans-
fers, crime rate, archival pic-
tures, and even furniture
dating back to that era.
Dholka was under the East
India Company administra-
tion as early as 1802 AD. It
was an important trading
post back then.

Dholka Police Inspector
Bhavesh Rathod said, “If
people request us, we allow
them to have a look at this
heritage police station. This
was one of the oldest
Nagarpalikas in India and in
fact, Gujarat’s first
nagarpalika (Municipal
council). Apart from archival
documents, pictures, and

furniture; this police station
also has a tope of the British
era. Similar to Dholka, even
the Pavagadh police station
has immense historical rel-
evance. They even have a
written diary of Britishers.”

Dates on roof tiles that
are displayed in the mu-
seum indicate the police
station’s history dated to
1865.

The Dholka police sta-
tion has documents written
in English such as: written
document of pre-indepen-
dent organisation of
Ahmedabad district police,
bifurcation of Ahmedabad
rural district, new district
headquarters for
Ahmedabad rural district af-
ter its separation from
Ahmedabad city, crime note
of Bhojva police station
dated 1917, crime note of
Valana village document
dated 1920, crime note of
Viramgam town in 1951,
documents of DySP Dholka
from Saijpur Bhogha in 1968
and others.

One of the documents
of Dalod Police Station dates
1993 and it states (verba-
tim), “The village is clearly
polarised into Congress.
There are no caste affilia-
tions about the parties.
There is no friction as such.
The personal affiliations are
entirely personal as such.
The present Sarpanch has
been elected on October 29,
1983, it’s almost 10 years
hence. He has been elected
uncontested. This shows the
hold of the sarpanch on the
village. He is the undisputed
master here. He is from the
Congress party.” Ironically,
today, Congress could not
secure even the position of
principle opposition in
Gujarat Assembly.

The document had a
concluding line written by
Police Officer Keshav Kumar
of Ahmedabad Rural (1993),
it read: “Crime wise there is
not much of a problem.
Harijans have no problem
here. They have nothing to
represent too.”

Four loot 1cr from courier frim office
Rajkot: Four unidentified

persons barged into a cou-
rier service firm in
Gandhidham town of Kutch
and fled with Rs 1.05 crore
on Monday.

The board daylight loot
on the busy Khanna Market
road happened at around
3pm.

The four came on two
bikes and all were wearing
helmets. They  threatened
the courier firm employees
working in the office by
brandishing weapons and
took away the cash, Police
said.

“Several teams have
been formed to trace the
four. The local crime branch
has also joined the search”,
said CT Desai, inspector, A-
division police station.

The entire incident was
captured in the CCTV
instaled in the shop.

Pratik Thakkar of the
courier firm said he was op-
erating the business for the
last two years. Police are also
probing the possibility of
some insider’s role in the
loot.

Social media  ‘heropanti’
lands 14 youth in cop net

Rajkot: One ought to be
careful what they post on
social media as the police
are constantly monitoring
cyberspace for posts that
fall under the ‘offensive’ cat-
egory.

In a recent crackdown,
the  Jamnagar cybercrime
detained 14 persons in the
last two days for ‘offiensve’
posts on social media like
performing dangerous
stunts on a motorcycle, pos-
ing with a gun or sword,
wielding a sharp-edged
weapon or even posing
with a toy gun without add-
ing a disclaimer.

The action was taken
under Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC) section 149 and
151 which gives the police
power to make an arrest or
detain a person to prevent
a congnizable offence. Ac-
cording to cybercrime
sleuths, youngsters have
been posting more stunt
videos to gain followers and
get  the so-called ‘social me-
dia influencer’ tag  Young-

sters have also been seen
posing with duplicate re-
volvers and airguns without
disclaimers. Police said that
such gestures are consid-
ered to be intimidating.  Of
the 17 people summoned ,
police detained 14,kept
them in police custody for
24 hours and explained to
them that their actions were
in violation of various laws
including the Arms Act and
Motor Vehicle Act to name
a few.   The Jamnagar police
have also identified 12 other
persons with ‘offensive’ so
cial media posts. However,
they are residents of Gir
Somnath, Rajkot abd Kutch
districts. They too have been
warned , said polcie . P P Jha,
police inspector of
Jamnagar cybercrime police
station said, “There have
been instances in other
states where a  gang of so-
cial media influencers have
come into  existence. This
become a law and order
situation. It is necessary to
create awareness to prevent
such disruption of law and
or der.”

Now FASTag
option to pay
parking fees at
Ahmedabad
airport

Ahmedabad: People vis-
iting the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Airport at
Ahmedabad, to drop off
their friends or relatives, can
now use the FASTag — an
electronic toll collection sys-
tem — option to pay park-
ing fees at the airport.

To facilitate quick move-
ment, SVPIA has designated
one lane at the entry and
one lane at the exit for pas-
sengers using the FASTag
option, an official release
stated on Tuesday.

Passengers entering the
designated FASTag lane
must follow the same lane
for the exit, the release
added.

Rising focus on green energy, e-mobility in
India to augment Soda Ash Demand in India

Ahmedabad, May 22,
2023: A thriving soda ash in-
dustry in India and Gujarat
is all set to get a fresh
booster dose with a sharp-
ening focus on green en-
ergy adoption. Clean energy
and electric mobility will be
the sunrise sectors fueling
the demand for soda ash in
India and the world apart
from their existing applica-
tions. With the rise of the
clean energy sector, India’s
soda ash demand is set to
undergo a paradigm shift, as
classical applications like
glass and detergent indus-
tries which make for an es-

timated 70% of the soda ash
consumption in the country
are set to be augmented by
solar installations as well as
e-mobility initiatives.

Soda ash is a key raw
material for manufacturing
solar glass – widely used in
solar panels and is also a key
component for manufactur-
ing lithium-ion batteries and
used in treatment of flue
gases. The country’s solar in-
stallations scaled a new high
in calendar year 2022 with 13
gigawatt (GW) of fresh ca-
pacities. This takes India’s to-
tal capacity to 63 GW. India
has set a target of achieving

300 GW installed capacity for
solar power generation by
2030. This means an addi-
tional 237 GW is expected to
be installed across the coun-
try over the next eight years.
The highest annual solar
power installations have set
the pace for the future. Glo-
bally, the solar energy sector
is growing at 20% per an-
num which will take the glo-
bal installed capacity to 6
terawatt (TW) by 2031. In ca-
pacity terms, this would be
larger than the combined
total of coal, gas, nuclear and
hydro power capacities glo-
bally.

Beehive on 111 foot gold-plated
Shiva statue causes flutter

VADODARA: For many
seeking blessings from the
11-foot gold-plated
Sarveshwar Mahadev idol in
the heart of Sursagar is rou-
tine, some others glance at
it due to the magnanimity of
the statue. But on Monday,
people were surprised to
see something black on the
statue and the social media
was abuzz with the images.

The black spot eventu-
ally turned out to be a bee-
hive made under the hand
of the idol holding the tri-
dent.

The fact that the spot
was a beehive came as a
major relief, but the bigger
concern now remains over
removing it.

The idol was erected by
the Satyan Shivam
Sundaram Samiti led by
Manjalpur BJP MLA and

former state minister
Yogesh Patel. The organiza-
tion also took up work on its
gold-plating by setting up
the Svarna Sankalp Founda-
tion. Patel said that remov-
ing the beehive will be a
daunting task. “We will have
to erect scaffolding on the
statue and then do the work.
We are trying to identify per-
sons who can help us,” he
said. Patel added the bee-
hive had come up recently.
He pointed out that it could
become much bigger, but
would not harm the statue.
The 111-foot statue was
completed in 2002 and
dedicated to the city. Fifteen
years after the statue was
dedicated to the people, it
was decided to plate it with
gold. Around 17.5kg of gold
worth Rs 12 crore was used
for plating the statue.

Polluted water suspected to have
killed 25 camels in Bharuch village

SURAT: At least 25 cam-
els were found dead near
Kachhipura village in Vagra
taluka of Bharuch district
while five others were miss-
ing. It is suspected that the
camels died after drinking
contaminated water on the
field. Officials of the district
collectorate and the
Gujarat Pollution Control
Board (GPCB) began a
probe to ascertain the ex-
act cause of death.

As a dark-coloured liq-
uid was found accumulated
on the farm, the GPCB and
district collector officials
are investigating a possible
leak from an oil pipeline.

"Total of 77 camels were
taken to Chanchvel village
from Kachhipura to graze
on Sunday afternoon. Some
camels consumed the liq-
uid from the puddle on the

farm and died on the spot,"
said Rehman Kachhi, owner
of the camels.

"After I informed the
district administration, they
treated 47 camels that are
stable now. Five camels are
still missing," said Kachhi.

 Meanwhile, locals sub-
mitted a memorandum to
the Bharuch district collec-
tor on Monday demanding
a probe into the incident
and seeking adequate wa-
ter for the camels. "We
have submitted a memo-
randum to the district
collector's office demand-
ing facilities for the villag-
ers," said Abdul Kamti, a
community leader. Envi-
ronmental activist Rohit
Prajapati said that as many
camels have died, it ap-
pears to be a case of wa-
ter contamination.

Ahmedabad at 42.1°C
Gandhinagar 2nd hottest in Gujarat

AHMEDABAD: On Mon-
day, the city continued to be
the hottest in the state with
a maximum temperature of
42.1°C, which was 0.4 de-
grees above normal. The
minimum temperature at
28°C was also 0.4 degrees
higher than normal. On
Tuesday, the maximum tem-
perature is likely to be
around 42°C. 'No large
change in maximum tem-
perature during next three
days, thereafter fall by 2-3
degrees during the subse-
quent two days very likely,'
mentioned the IMD fore-
cast.

Gandhinagar the state
capital, was the second hot-
test at 42°C, followed by
Surendranagar and VV
Nagar at 41.7°C each,
Vadodara at 41.6°C and
Amreli at 41°C. The analysis
of the temperaturehad
reached 29°C, which was 1.9
degrees above normal.

degrees above normal.
The initial four days of this
month saw normal or below
normal minimum tempera-
tures, after which it climbed
to 27°C, and from May 16, it
climbed to 28°C and above.

"On Monday, except
Okha (28.4°C), Ahmedabad
and Surat cities had among
the highest minimum tem-

peratures at 28 degrees. This
indicates that the night tem-
peratures remain high with
no dissipation of heat. It's a
common phenomenon in
cities where the built envi-
ronment soaks up heat and
then releases it after sun-
down. Thus, greenery and
open spaces become all the
more important for cities to

combat heat," said a city-
based urban planner. The
analysis also indicated that
Gandhinagar remained one
of the top three hottest cit-
ies in in May. Gandhinagar
also recorded high maxi-
mum and minimum tem-
peratures with slightly
higher average tempera-
tures compared to last year

Dahod demolitions: Maintain status
quo on Nagina Masjid plot, says
Gujarat HC

Dahod, The Gujarat High Court Tuesday ordered au-
thorities in Dahod to maintain the status quo on the land
parcel where the century-old Nagina Masjid stood and was
razed by the administration early on May 20 and directed
the municipality to follow “due process of law”.

In a petition moved by the Nagina Masjid Trust before
Gujarat High Court last week, the Trust had pointed out that
while notices under the Gujarat Municipalities Act were is-
sued to nearby shops over alleged encroachment and these
were demolished on May 15, the authorities also started
demolishing other shops that were under the ownership
of the petitioner Trust “without any notice”.

It was also the petitioner’s case that no official notice
was issued to the Trust for the demolition of the mosque,
and they were only informally told by the authorities that
the “petitioner and others may remove all the religious
books, Quran and other revered articles from the Masjid
till Friday (May 19) as the Masjid will be demolished after
evening prayers”.

The Trust has submitted before the court that the
mosque had been standing since 1926 in a part of the
Trust’s land, which was registered in 1953. Some of the
shops on other parts of the land – which have now been
demolished – were given on rent by the Trust and Waqf
over the years, the court was also told.

State opposes ex-top cop
Sreekumar’s discharge plea

Ghandhinagar, Opposing the application filed by former
Gujarat top cop RB Sreekumar, who is seeking his discharge
in a case registered against him for fabricating evidence
linked to the 2002 Gujarat riots, the state on Monday filed
its written objections through the case’s investigating of-
ficer before an Ahmedabad sessions court. According to
the prosecution lawyer Amit Patel, the state has primarily
opposed on the ground that prima facie sufficient evidence
has been brought on record to indicate Sreekumar being
part of the conspiracy to allegedly implicate and involve
high-ranking officials of the state in the 2002 riots, includ-
ing the then Chief Minister Narendra Modi. “The affidavits
filed before Nanavati Commission contained false informa-
tion and the contentions raised in the affidavits had already
come up before in Zakia Jafri’s complaint. Whether the affida-
vits were taken as admissible evidence or not, comes at a later
stage, but prima facie the information contained in these affi-
davits (submitted before the Nanavati commission) was false.

After 15 years, hostel no longer
mandatory for Vidyapith students

After 15 years,
Gujarat Vidyapith, set up
by Mahatma Gandhi in
1920, has revised its
mandatory hostel policy
for all regular students.
The new policy, which
makes the hostel facility
optional for regular stu-
dents, will be in effect
from the coming aca-
demic session.

The revised rule will
be applicable to both
new admissions as well
existing students staying
in the hostels. The man-
datory residence policy
was in line with the
Gandhian principle of
community living. Fur-
ther, as the new aca-
demic session kicks off
next month, biometric
attendance will be
implemented for all
regular students, said of-
ficials. Shedding light on
the latest move, Gujarat
Vidyapith Vice-Chancel-

lor Prof. Bharat Joshi told
The Indian Express,
“There was a demand
from both teachers and
students for quite some
time that the hostel facil-
ity should not be made
compulsory.” Gujarat
Vidyapith has seven
boys’ and three girls’ hos-
tels on the campus that
can accommodate
around 950 students. It
has been a deemed uni-
versity since 1963. There
were cases where stu-
dents from Ahmedabad
were made to stay on
the campus. Even wards
of Gujarat Vidyapith staff
members living on the
campus had to stay in
the hostel. Keeping such
cases in mind, it was de-
cided at a recent meet-
ing to make hostel facil-
ity optional for students
across faculties from the
coming academic ses-
sion,” Prof Joshi added.

5 Vadodara cycle shop owners
booked for non-maintenance of
buyers’ records

Owners of five cycle
shops have been booked by
the Navapura police in
Vadodara for allegedly vio-
lating a prohibitory order in
force that requires the own-
ers to maintain records of
purchasers of cycles, along
with the details of each
product sold.  They were
booked after the Navapura
police conducted a random
check of records maintained
by traders in the cycle mar-
ket at Patthar gate Sunday.
Five shops were found vio-
lating the order that has
been in place for several
years after cycles were used
to plant bombs in various
cities across the country.
“The prohibitory order,
which is renewed periodi-

cally, requires the cycle trad-
ers to maintain records of
purchasers as well as save
details of the cycles that
have been sold, including
the frame number. Five
owners were found not
maintaining the records
that have been mandatory
since the time that cycles
were used as a tool in terror
activities across the country,”
said Navapura police inspec-
tor HL Ahir. The five owners
have been booked under the
Indian Penal Code for viola-
tion of prohibitory orders
(188). They were granted bail
according to the provisions
of the law. Ahir said the drive
is conducted periodically af-
ter every renewal of the pro-
hibitory order.

Gujarat HC stays criminal trial proceedings
against Delhi L-G Vinai Saxena

Ghandhinagar, The
Gujarat High Court Tuesday
stayed criminal trial pro-
ceedings against New Delhi
Lieutenant Governor (L-G)
Vinai Kumar Saxena as in-
terim relief after he had
moved court seeking set-
ting aside of an Ahmedabad
magistrate court order that
had refused to keep a crimi-
nal trial against him in abey-

ance.
Saxena, who took over

as Delhi L-G in May 2022,
had filed an application
seeking abeyance of trial
against him for the period
he is in the post of L-G, be-
fore a magistrate court on
March 1. The court on May 8
had rejected his request, pri-
marily on the ground that
there was no request from

the government to stay trial
proceedings against him
and conducting a separate
trial against him later would
cause hardship to prosecu-
tion witnesses.
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MANILA, Fire breaks out at the Central Post Office in Manila, the Philippines
on May 22, 2023.  The Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) said on Monday that the
fire razing a century-old landmark building in the Philippine capital of Manila
injured four people and was "under control." The bureau said the fire erupted at
the Philippine central post office around 11 p.m. local time on Sunday, and at
least four people were reportedly injured. UNI

PAPUA NEW GUINEA, Prime Minister Narendra Modi  being conferred with
Fiji’s highest honour Companion of the Order by the Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Fiji, Mr. Sitiveni Rabuka, at Port Moresby, in Papua New Guinea
Monday.UNI

PAPUA NEW GUINEA, in a bilateral meeting with
the Prime Minister of New Zealand, Mr. Chris Hipkins
at Port Moresby, in Papua New Guinea on
Monday.UNI

Bakery operators penalised $60,480 for
exploiting Indian worker in Australia

Melbourne, May 23
(IANS) An Australian court
has imposed a penalty of
$60,480 on a bakery opera-
tor in Melbourne for not giv-
ing back-pay entitlements
to a worker from India, thus
“taking advantage of the
migrant worker’s vulnerabil-
ity”.

The Federal Circuit and
Family Court imposed a
$50,400 penalty against
Gothic Downs Pty Ltd,
which operates Bakers Bou-
tique & Patisserie outlets,
and a $10,080 penalty
against the company’s sole
director Giuseppe Conforto.

Judge Heather Riley in-
ferred that the Indian
worker, who was sponsored
by Gothic Downs on a Tem-
porary Work Skilled visa, was
“vulnerable” and that the
company and Conforto
“took advantage of her vul-
nerability”.

The penalties were im-

posed in response to Gothic
Downs failing to comply
with compliance notices is-
sued by Australian regula-
tory authority Fair Work
Ombudsman (FWO) in 2019.

The notices required the
firm to calculate and back-
pay entitlements to two
workers, including an Indian,
it employed at Bakers Bou-
tique & Patisserie outlets in
Meadow Heights and
Caroline Springs between
2016 and 2018.

The FWO investigated
after receiving requests for
assistance from the two af-
fected workers — one of
whom was a pastry cook
and the other was a sales
assistant.

The probe found that
Gothic Downs had under-
paid the workers’ minimum
wages, early morning shift
rates, weekend and public
holiday penalty rates and
overtime rates under the

General Retail Industry
Award 2010, and one of the
worker’s leave entitlements
under the Fair Work Act’s
National Employment Stan-
dards.

Judge Riley found that
the breaches were deliber-
ate and rejected the com-
pany and Conforto’s claim
that they were confused
about how much was owing
to the workers. “To my mind,
the respondents’ protesta-
tions ring hollow, in circum-
stances where they did not
pay even the minimum
amounts that they con-
ceded were owing until
long after the compliance
notices required rectifica-
tion,” Judge Riley said. He
said there was a need to im-
pose penalties at a level to
provide “an adequate deter-
rent” for the company and
“others who may be
tempted to behave as they
have”.

S.Korean experts set to begin on-site
inspection of Fukushima nuke plant

Tokyo, May 23 (IANS) A
team of South Korean ex-
perts is set to begin a two-
day inspection of the
planned release of radioac-
tive water from the crippled
Fukushima nuclear power
plant in Japan on Tuesday,
amid lingering concerns
about the safety of the wa-
ter.

The 21-member team,
headed by Nuclear Safety
and Security Commission
Chairperson Yoo Guk-hee,
will visit the plant to exam-
ine the plant’s custom puri-
fication system, known as
ALPS, and assess whether
the treated water is safe
enough to be released into
the sea, reports Yonhap
News Agency.

The team will also focus
on inspecting facilities re-
lated to the K4 tanks, which
are designed to store and
conduct measurements of
radioactive substance.

On Monday, the experts
held a four-hour meeting
with Japanese officials from
the Tokyo Electric Power Co.,
the operator of the wrecked
power plant, as well as the
industry ministry and the
Nuclear Regulation Author-

ity, the country’s top nuclear
regulator.

The delegation is sched-
uled to have “in-depth tech-
nical discussions” based on
their findings on Thursday
before returning home the
following day.

The inspection — the
first independent one by
South Korean experts — is
a follow-up to the summit
between South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol and
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida in Seoul ear-
lier this month amid a thaw
in the two countries’ rela-

tions.
In March 2011, a massive

earthquake and subsequent
tsunami damaged the
Fukushima plant’s cooling
systems, resulting in the re-
lease of a large amount of
radiation.

The plant currently
stores over 1.3 million
tonnes of water treated by
ALPS.  The water release is
set to begin this summer
and will take decades to
complete, in what Japanese
officials view as an unavoid-
able step in the decommis-
sioning process.

Mexico to launch temporary
work visas for Central
Americans

Mexico City, May 23 (IANS) Mexican President
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador has announced his
administration’s plan to launch a program to pro-
vide temporary work visas to Central Americans.

Mexico needs extra “manpower” for large-scale
infrastructure projects such as a train route through
the southeast Mayan region, the President said a
press conference.

“We lack manpower for the projects,” Xinhua
news agency quoted Lopez Obrador as saying to
reporters at the National Palace in Mexico City.

“This week I am going to present a program for
our Central American brothers so they can have tem-
porary visas to work on public projects in Mexico,
so they can stay in our country legally with tempo-
rary work visas,” he said.

Mexico is in particular need of welders and en-
gineers, he added.

Lopez Obrador’s administration, which came to
power in December 2018, has sought to reduce the
flow of undocumented migrants, mainly from Cen-
tral America, who intend to traverse Mexico to reach
the US.

As the US tightens immigration policy, many
migrants find themselves languishing in Mexico.

German economy stagnating:
Survey

Berlin, May 23 (IANS) The German economy is
stagnating as the country’s businesses are fighting
headwinds, a new survey has revealed

The survey by the German Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (DIHK) published on Monday
was based on responses of approximately 21,000
companies from all walks of industries, reports
Xinhua news agency.

“The outlook for the next 12 months remains
overall bleak, especially since incoming orders are
noticeably declining on the demand side. DIHK con-
tinues to expect zero growth this year,” said Ilja
Nothnagel, a member of the DIHK Executive Board
responsible for economic analysis.

“There are still no signs of a broad-based upturn,”
he said.

Up to 65 per cent of the survey respondents
identified energy and raw material costs as the great-
est business risk, although energy costs have re-
treated markedly from their record highs during the
past few months.

Drunk Indian-American woman
driver charged for injuring 5 in
car crash

New York, May 23 (IANS) An Indian-American
woman has been charged for driving while intoxi-
cated, which led to a crash injuring five people, in-
cluding herself, in New York City, police said.

Dilmeet Kaur, the 21-year-old resident of Floral
Park area, was driving a 2019 BMW X3 northbound
on Lakeville Road when she collided with an SUV
driven by a 34-year-old woman last week, Nassau
County Police Department said.

Police found two women “trapped” inside the
SUV when they arrived at the scene.

Officers were able to safely remove the occu-
pants and transport them to local area hospitals for
treatment of their injuries. Kaur suffered injuries in
her arm and a broken hand.  A passenger in her car
was treated for a lower left leg compound fracture
and a fractured femur in the right leg, police said.

Israel hikes interest rate to
highest level in 17 yrs

Tel Aviv, May 23 (IANS) Amid inflation, the Bank
of Israel (BOI) announced that it was raising its
benchmark interest rate by 0.25 percentage points
to 4.75 per cent, the highest level since November
2006.

This is the 10th consecutive increase in the
benchmark rate since April 2022, which stood at 0.1
per cent, reports Xinhua news agency.

The central bank said that it is raising rates in
order to combat inflation, which has been running
above the government’s target range of 1 per cent
to 3 per cent for several months.

In April 2023, inflation reached 5 per cent.
The BOI said that it expects inflation to continue

declining in the coming months, but it will remain
above the target range for some time.

The central bank also said that it will continue to
monitor economic conditions and adjust interest
rates as needed.

Egypt to import 170,000 cattle,
sheep for Eid amid soaring meat
prices

Cairo, May 23 (IANS) Egypt will import 170,000
cattle and sheep for the upcoming Islamic festival
Eid al-Adha amid soaring meat prices, the Agricul-
ture Ministry announced.

The imports include 150,000 calves and 20,000
sheep, the Ministry said.

The measure aims to provide sufficient meat at
reasonable prices for Eid al-Adha, one of the most
important holidays for Muslims, Agriculture Minis-
ter Al-Said Al-Qusair said in a statement.

Al-Qusair added that the government is work-
ing to release fodder for cattle and poultry in ports
to lower their prices in the market.

As Eid al-Adha is six weeks away, Egypt is wit-
nessing record-high meat prices, with the price for
beef reaching 400 Egyptian pounds per kilogram
($13 ) in some stores.

This year’s Eid al-Adha is expected to be cel-
ebrated on June 28.

Armenia likely to withdraw from
collective security deal: PM

Yerevan, May 23 (IANS) Armenian Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan said that a possible withdrawal
from the Collective Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO) is still on his country’s agenda.

“I don’t rule out that Armenia could make a de-
cision on suspending or freezing its membership to
the CSTO,” if the Organization fails to fulfill its treaty
obligations, Pashinyan said at a press conference in
Yerevan.

Voicing his discontent over the CSTO’s reluc-
tance of dispatching a monitoring group to the bor-
der between Armenia and Azerbaijan, he said that
the membership of CSTO has blocked his country’s
opportunities to promote military cooperation with
other nations, reports Xinhua news agency.

The prime minister made the remarks days be-
fore his arranged talks with Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev in Moscow after Russia’s mediation.

Azerbaijan and Armenia had been locked in a
decades-long territorial conflict, with major armed
clashes breaking out in September 2020 and end-
ing with a Russia-brokered truce in November of the
same year.

Sporadic conflicts have been erupting between
Baku and Yerevan ever since, with international ef-
forts still ongoing to mediate a fundamental truce
between the two South Caucasus states.

Police to search Portuguese reservoir in
connection to Madeleine McCann’s disappearance

Lisbon/London, May 23
(IANS) Police in Portugal an-
nounced they will begin
searches at a reservoir on
Tuesday in connection to
the disappearance of
Madeleine McCann, a three-
year-old British toddler who
went missing in May 2007
while she was on a holiday
with her family in Algarve,
the media reported on Tues-
day.

In a statement, the po-
lice said the searches will be
conducted at the Arade
dam, located some 50 km
away from where Madeleine
disappeared in Praia da Luz

on May 3, 2007, the BBC re-
ported.

The police added that
British officers will also help
in co-ordinating the
searches which will con-
tinue until Wednesday.

Last year, Portuguese
prosecutors had made 45-
year-old German national
Christian Brueckner a for-
mal suspect, or an “arguido”
in the case.

The search was re-
quested by German police
as Brueckner was living
near the Praia da Luz resort
when the McCann family
was on holiday, and spent

time in the area between
2000 and 2017.

He is currently in prison
in Germany for the rape of
a 72-year-old woman in
2005 in the same area
where Madeleine went
missing.

German state prosecu-
tor in Braunschweig Hans
Christian Wolters told the
BBC that a short statement
of confirmation would be
released by the German au-
thorities on Tuesday morn-
ing.

Wolters is treating
Brueckner as the main sus-
pect, although the latter

has never been charged
and has denied any in-
volvement. The state pros-
ecutor told the BBC that a
growing amount of evi-
dence had connected
Brueckner to the case, in-
cluding his mobile phone
records showing he was in
the Praia de Luz area at the
time of Madeleine’s disap-
pearance. According to Por-
tuguese television network
SIC, an area of the
reservoir’s peninsula just
over a mile long was sealed
off by police shortly on
Monday in preparation for
the search operations.

Italian PM tours flooded
areas, promises support

Rome, May 23 (IANS) Ital-
ian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni has visited the flood-
ravaged region of Emilia-
Romagna as details from
what is being called the
worst floods to hit the coun-
try in a century began to be
calculated.

The north-central Italian
region was lashed by more
than six months’ worth of
rain in a 36-hour span on
May 16-17, leaving at least
14 dead as a result, reports
Xinhua news agency.

More than 36,000
people were evacuated
from their homes, and as of
Monday, around 5,000 were
still being housed in emer-
gency government centres
including cinemas, ware-
houses, and museums.

More than 20,000 people in
the region were still without
power, according to media
reports. On her visit to the
area, Meloni said the dam-
age to the region was so far
“incalculable”.  Adolfo Urso,
Italy’s minister of enter-
prises, said on Monday that
a cabinet meeting sched-
uled for Tuesday would see
the approval of a support
package for the region. Also
on Monday, Italy’s main agri-
food sector association
Coldiretti estimated that the
damage to agriculture and
livestock in Emilia-Romagna
would be felt for years. The
area is a top Italian producer
of wheat, strawberries, apri-
cots, peaches, pears, plums,
and apples, as well as pork,
poultry, beef and other

types of meat. It said that
around 15 million plants
would have to be pulled up
and replanted in the region
and that at least 400 million
kg of wheat has been lost
after fields became sub-
merged.  It also said that
around 250,000 cattle, pigs,
sheep and goats were at risk
and that around 400 poultry
farms had been flooded.
Coldiretti estimated that the
damage to the agricultural
sector alone was worth 1.5
billion euros. “The flood that
hit the Romagna area also
puts biodiversity at risk, with
entire productions being
canceled after the farmers
had managed in recent
years to save them from ex-
tinction,” Coldiretti said in a
statement.

US Transportation Dept fines LATAM
Airlines for delayed ticket refunds
Washington, May 23

(IANS) The US Department
of Transportation an-
nounced that it has fined
the Chile-based LATAM Air-
lines for $1 million over de-
layed ticket refunds to pas-
sengers on cancelled flights
to and from America. The
Department’s move on
Monday came after it re-
ceived more than 750 com-
plaints since the beginning
of March 2020, alleging that
the airline — the biggest
carrier in Latin America —
has not provided timely re-
funds to passengers that

have had their flights can-
celled, reports Simple Flying,
the world’s largest aviation
news website.  In a state-
ment, the Department said
that it took the airline more
than 100 days to process
thousands of refund re-
quests for the cancelled
flights. In response, LATAM
Airlines said it has agreed to
pay the penalty and added
that the carrier “always acted
in good faith, and that it be-
lieves a large penalty is inap-
propriate given the dire cir-
cumstances facing LATAM
during the pandemic”.

Truck rams into White House
security barriers, driver detained

Washington, May 23 (IANS) The driver of a truck
that rammed into the security barriers outside the
White House has been detained, a Secret Service of-
ficial said. The incident which occurred in Lafayette
Square at about 10 p.m. on Monday night triggered
evacuations of nearby hotels, including the Hay
Adams which is located about 236 metres from the
White House, the BBC reported. The Secret Service
official said there were no injuries as a result of the
accident, adding that the U-Haul removal truck had
been deemed safe. Initial investigations suggested
the crash might have been intentional, the BBC
quoted the official as saying.

Norwegian city to offer free public
transport to tackle traffic spike

Oslo, May 23 (IANS) The Norwegian city of
Stavanger is set to offer free public transport to its
residents from July onwards in an effort to tackle in-
creasing vehicular traffic. The municipality of
Stavanger in southwest Norway has allocated 200
million Kroner ($18 million) to the project, Xinhua
news agency quoted Mayor Kari Nessa Nordtun as
saying on Monday. The public will be able to use all
buses, boats, and trains in the city free of charge for
an entire year. The initiative is also aimed at promot-
ing the use of sustainable transport in Norway’s
fourth-largest city. “By reducing the reliance on cars,
the city aims to diminish its carbon footprint and al-
leviate congestion during peak hours, benefiting both
the environment and motorists,” the Mayor said. Ve-
hicle traffic in Stavanger is rising due to population
growth and a thriving business sector.

Pakistan takes stringent measures
to control drug-peddling: Minister

Islamabad, May 23
(IANS) Pakistan’s Minister for
Narcotics Control
Nawabzada Shazain Bugti
said that the country has
been taking stringent mea-
sures to control the move-
ment of drugs.

Out of the total recovery
of drugs and narcotic sub-
stances across the world, 17
per cent was recovered in

Pakistan, the Minister said
while addressing a session
of the National Assembly.

Bugti said that a com-
prehensive strategy is being
devised to curtail drug ped-
dling, while legislation for
ensuring effective control
on the selling and use of
narcotics is under consider-
ation as well, reports Xinhua
news agency.

India-born Yakub Patel
elected Mayor of UK’s Preston

London, May 23 (IANS)
The city of Preston in the
UK has elected Gujarat-
born Yakub Patel as its first
Indian-origin Muslim
Mayor for 2023-24 follow-
ing the completion of
Council lor Neil  Darby ’s
term in office.

In his new role, Patel
will chair council meet-
ings, and act as ceremo-
nial head representing the
city at engagements
throughout their year in
office.

“I am honoured and
delighted to become the
Mayor of Preston, a city I
am proud to call my home.
I hope to make positive
differences to the commu-
nities that I serve and also
provide additional sup-
port through my Mayoral
charities for the coming
year,” Patel said.

Prior to his new role,
Patel has been serving as
the city’s Deputy Mayor
since May 2022.

The long serving coun-
cillor has been undertak-
ing civic duties and

hosted the visit  of the
Royal Family in summer
alongside the then Mayor.

“. . . I t  gives me great
pleasure to be handing
over the chains of office to
the Mayor-elect, Council-
lor Yakub Patel. The last
year has been the most
outstanding experience of
my life and it has been a
huge honour to have been
the Mayor of our fabulous
city,” Preston’s outgoing
Mayor Darby wrote in a
tweet.

Born in Bharuch,
Gujarat, Patel graduated
from M S University of
Baroda with a degree in
BA and MA in English Lit-
erature.

He came to the UK in
June 1976 and started his
career in 1979 with
Preston Corporation.

Patel also held roles as
a Revenue Inspector, Traf-
fic Inspector, Assistant
Chief, Chief Inspector and
Operations Manager be-
fore he retired on July 4,
2009.

He has been involved

in politics since the age of
10 when he started can-
vassing and delivering
leaflets for his late father,
who was a strong sup-
porter and a member of
the Congress party.

He was first elected as
a Labour Party councillor
for Avenham Ward in 1995
and was the first Muslim
councillor in the history of
Preston City Council.

In addition, Patel was
also elected as a
Lancashire County Coun-
cillor for Preston West Di-
vision during 2001-2009.

The new Mayor is also
an active member of the
local community and
ser ves as a co-opted
member for Preston
Jamea Mosque and
Preston Muslim Burial So-
ciety.

He is a school gover-
nor for Frenchwood Com-
munity Primary School.
Rosemere Cancer, Preston
Domestic Violence Ser-
vices and Emmaus will be
Patel’s Mayoral Charities
for 2023-24.
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Business &Technology
Parag Parikh Flexi Cap

Fund completes 10 Years
Mumbai, Parag Parikh Flexi Cap Fund, the flagship

scheme by PPFAS Mutual Fund completed ten years today.
The scheme was launched in May 2013, and since then, the
scheme's overall Assets Under Management (AUM) have
risen by over 220 times from Rs. 152.45 crores to Rs.33615.95
crores on April 28, 2023. The number of folios has grown
from around 800 to around 28 lakh. As per the latest
factsheet (April 2023), the Scheme has generated a Com-
pound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 18.10% since its in-
ception.

Mr. Neil Parag Parikh, Chairman and CEO, PPFAS Mutual
Fund, commented on the journey, "A big thank you to all
our investors, partners and well-wishers who have trusted
and supported us on this journey so far. We have completed
a decade of our Mutual Funds operations today and I hope
there are decades more to come! The last 10 years have
had a lot of ups and downs, challenges, and opportunities,
and I believe we have come out much stronger and more
resilient for the same.

Speaking about the investment process Mr. Rajeev
Thakkar, Chief Investment Officer, PPFAS Mutual Fund said,
" A decade ago we set out to change the investment archi-
tecture for investors by offering… An uncluttered bouquet
of schemes,  Full alignment of unitholders’ interest with the
stakeholders in the AMC,  Radical transparency with open
communication channels.

This was combined with a disciplined approach in in-
vestments where we think long-term. Based on the first
principles of equity we look at buying equity as partnering
in the business of the company. A 10-year period seems
like a milestone for individuals, but it is short for an
organisation. We look forward to fulfilling the trust reposed
by more than 2 million customers with the same care and
diligence in the coming years."

Ahmedabad, Bajaj
Finserv Health, a health-tech
company from the Bajaj
Finserv group, announced
its partnership with
Narayana Health, one of
India's leading healthcare
providers, to offer affordable
and comprehensive preven-
tive health checkup pack-
ages with a mission to avert
growing occurrence of car-
diac cases in India.

Narayana Health’s deep
expertise in cardiac care for
over two decades will play a
critical role in scaling this
collaboration. It is a strategic
effort towards providing a
glimmer of hope in preven-
tive care of the heart to the
masses.

Interestingly it is esti-
mated that more than 80%
of premature heart attacks
can be prevented and this
partnership is a small step
forward in addressing such
health concerns. The initia-
tive aims at bringing cost
effective preventive care of
the heart to a wider audi-
ence, leveraging Narayana

Bajaj Finserv Health collaborates with Narayana Health
to offer Comprehensive Heart Screening on easy EMI

Health's vast experience in
the field and Bajaj Finserv
Health's vast network and
reach.

Beneficiaries can opt for
‘Comprehensive Heart
Screening’ package and re-
pay with easy EMI. The book-
ing of heart health checkup
can be made digitally by
downloading and logging
into the Bajaj Finserv Health
App.

The App enables online
bookings and offers the op-
tion of converting spends
into EMIs, ahead of the visit
to the Narayana Health
chain of hospitals. These
packages are customized as
per gender-specific health
needs. Benefits of this part-
nership can be availed
across all Narayana Health
Group of Hospitals in Delhi,
Bangalore, Raipur, Kolkata,
Gurugram and Ahmedabad.

Devang Mody, CEO, Bajaj
Finserv Health said, “Heart
disease can be prevented
through timely action. Our
affordable, preventive
healthcare packages equip

people to do their part by
caring for the heart. The con-
venience of booking
through an App and paying
via EMIs puts such expen-
sive tests within reach of a
larger number of citizens.”

Dr. Emmanuel Rupert,
Managing Director & Group
CEO of Narayana Health,
said, “Until two decades ago,
cardiac cases were more
common in people over the
age of 50; however, it is now

affecting young adults. With
an increase in sedentary
lifestyle and an increase in
lifestyle disorders such as
diabetes and hypertension,
cases of cardiovascular dis-
ease are on the rise in India.
In such a setting, making
heart health packages ac-
cessible to a larger number
of individuals is critical to
reducing the country's ris-
ing incidence of heart dis-
ease-related deaths."

Bharti AXA Life Insurance drives digital transformation
of services through  ‘Project Serv-o-ttam’

ance, said, “At Bharti AXA
Life, we are committed to
enhancing the customer
experience through our
digital services. By investing
in our digital capabilities, we
have been able to improve
the customer journey and
query-resolution time, while
also mitigating the risk of
fraud. Our digital processing
system is designed to meet
the demands of our custom-
ers' busy lifestyles, providing
them with a fast and hassle-
free way to access our ser-
vices like changing nomi-
nee details and updating
bank account details any-
time and anywhere. At
Bharti AXA Life, we remain
committed to providing our
customers with the best
possible service experience
and we are dedicated to
providing them with inno-
vative solutions services.”

Mumbai, In its commit-
ment to providing a seam-
less customer journey,
Bharti AXA Life Insurance is
constantly striving to
strengthen its digital capa-
bilities. The company
rolled-out and successfully
completed the phase 1 of
Project Serv-o-ttam, under
which 20 policy servicing
journeys were re-imagined
and it enabled a 360-de-
gree transformation of
physical services into digi-
tal services, thus facilitating
customers to service their
policy online in just a few
clicks. Customers of Bharti
AXA Life can easily update
their contact details and
perform other policy-re-
lated tasks such as switch-
ing funds, surrendering
their policy, and applying
for a loan through
DigiServe, company's cus-

tomer-centric portal, which
can be easily accessed from
their website.

All these processes
have significantly improved
the efficiency of services
thus resulting in query
resolution within 24 hours,
enabling customers to en-
joy a smoother and hassle-
free service.  These digital
services also offer DIY op-
tions, paperless processes,
and OTP-based consent
that helps customers to
manage their policy and
perform transactions se-
curely and efficiently.

Talking about the high-
lights of Project Serv-o-ttam,
Company’s Chief Customer
Officer and Head Digital
Business, Mr. Nitin Mehta
said, “Project Serv-o-ttam is
perfectly aligned with our
mission to simplify insur-
ance for our valued custom-

ers. We have received posi-
tive reviews for our efficient
services, and a remarkable
30% increase in the Net Pro-
moter Scores for our cus-
tomer portal Digiserve is a
testament to the delight we
have successfully created
for our customers. We un-
derstand that changing
times have brought a shift in
customers' requirements,
and digitization has made it
easier for them to avail key
services while eliminating
manual processes. With
Project Serv-o-ttam, we pri-
oritize saving customers'
time and effort. These are
the times of DIY journeys,
and we want to make man-
aging the policy for our cus-
tomers as easy as possible.”

Speaking on the Project
Serv-o-ttam, Mr. Pankaj
Gupta, Chief Technology Of-
ficer at Bharti AXA Life Insur-

NAPLES, Napoli's players celebrate at the end of a Serie A football match between Napoli and FC Inter in
Naples, Italy. UNI

ROME, Daniil Medvedev (L) and Holger Rune pose for photograph during the
awarding ceremony of the final between Daniil Medvedev of Russia and Holger
Rune of Denmark at the Men's ATP Rome Open tennis tournament in Rome, Italy,
May 21, 2023. UNI

Mumbai, Okto, the first-
of-its-kind Defi wallet app, is
thrilled to announce its
worldwide launch. Made in
India, Okto has leveraged
the industry knowledge of
its Indian partner CoinDCX,
India’s largest crypto ex-
change. This keyless, self-
custody Web3 wallet pro-
vides secure access to DeFi
services, ensuring the safety
of users' funds. Okto intro-
duces AI-based Multi-Factor
Authentication, a break-
through technology that
promises to revolutionize
the security of self-custodial
DeFi wallets. The wallet is
designed to empower users
to swap thousands of to-
kens and earn from vetted
DeFi opportunities, all while
ensuring a seamless user ex-
perience.

By combining security,
accessibility, and ownership,
Okto marks a new era for the
world of DeFi. Okto brings
the best of DeFi technology
built to match global stan-
dards for users around the
world. Backed by investors
like Coinbase Ventures, Bain
Capital and Pantera, Okto
has the relevant safety and
compliance standards,
along with a deep tech ex-
pertise in its DeFi App.

Okto Wallet stands out
for its robust features that
tackle the security chal-
lenges present in the DeFi
space. The new security
layer for the Okto Wallet
uses advanced cognitive AI
technology for adaptive and
continuous authentication.

Okto Wallet Introduces In-built AI-Driven Multi-Factor
Authentication – A First in the DeFi Self-Custodial Wallet Space

By monitoring user activities
in real-time, the system can
identify any questionable
activity to protect the user
against any potential mis-
use. This real-time security
check is completed within
microseconds without any
intervention from the user,
ensuring a level of speed
and efficiency that cannot
be achieved manually.

The all-in-one Web3 app
eliminates the need for safe-
guarding seed phrases en-
suring full control of funds
with users. It also removes
the risk of single point of fail-
ure using state-of-the-art,
custom-built, consensus-
driven Multi-Party Compu-
tation (MPC) technology.
With MPC, private keys used
to access and control funds
are never fully exposed, en-
suring that users' funds re-
main secure at all times.

"We are excited about
the constantly evolving AI
technology and the endless
possibilities it presents in
the Web3 space. With our
innovative security feature
backed by AI, we aim to in-
crease user confidence and
trust in self-custodial wal-
lets. We have filed for a
patent for this technology in
India and will take it up in
other relevant jurisdictions
in due course," said Neeraj
Khandelwal, Cofounder,
Okto & CoinDCX. “Self-cus-
tody as a concept is revolu-
tionary as it grants complete
ownership of assets to the
users. However, the safety
and security of users' wallets

still remain a paramount
concern amidst growing
cybersecurity threats. It's
not enough to provide
people with the key; their
wallets must also be secure.
With this pioneering AI-
driven security feature, we
are confident that Okto will
elevate DeFi security to a
new level, thus accelerating
adoption for mainstream
users," added Neeraj.

ICICI Bank introduce FASTag
based parking at the airport
Ahmedabad: ICICI Bank today announced that it has

enabled FASTag based payment for parking at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport in Ahmedabad. The
facility allows FASTag users of any bank to pay the parking
charges digitally and in a contactless manner, resulting in
quicker movement of vehicles in the parking zone. The
scanners installed at the parking zone read the FASTag af-
fixed on the windscreen of the vehicle, record the entry/
exit time, and deduct the parking charges automatically.

ICICI Bank is the only bank to introduce the FASTag fa-
cility at the Ahmedabad airport. Speaking on the partner-
ship, Mr. Sudipta Roy, Head – Credit Cards, Payment Solu-
tions & Merchant Ecosystem, ICICI Bank said “We are de-
lighted to introduce FASTag based payment for parking at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport in
Ahmedabad. This facility will improve the convenience of
users by saving their time and reducing dependency on
cash. We were the first bank in the country to launch FASTag
on the Mumbai – Vadodara corridor in 2013. Since then,
we have pioneered the usage of FASTag for payments at
various national and state highway toll plazas and parking
at airports, malls, business hubs and at tech parks across
the country.

In addition, we have introduced the facility at fuel sta-
tions so that users can avail the triple benefit of using one
tag for payments for fuel, toll and parking.” Customers of
ICICI Bank can avail FASTag using the Bank's digital chan-
nels such as internet banking, iMobile Pay app, InstaBIZ app,
Pockets app or by visiting the nearest branch.
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‘We aim to be back stronger’,
says Kohli after RCB’s exit from
IPL 2023

New Delhi, May 23 (IANS) Star Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore (RCB) batter Virat Kohi on Tuesday
said that the side will aim to make a strong come-
back in the next season after a disappointing exit
from IPL 2023.Sensational Shubman Gill hit a mag-
nificent 104 not out off 52) to power Gujarat Titans
to a thrilling win and knock RCB out of the tourna-
ment in Match 70 of IPL 2023 at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium in Bengaluru on Sunday.

Rampant Kohli had roared again with a second
consecutive ton to power Royal Challengers Ban-
galore to 197/5 but Gill storm hitÂ Bengaluru and
his 104 not out trumped Kohli’s 101 not out as GT
knocked RCB out and helped Mumbai Indians
qualify for the Play-offs.The former India skipper,
who has seven IPL hundreds to his name, asked RCB
to hold their heads high.

Manager Ortiz parts ways with
Club America

Mexico City, May 23 (IANS) Fernando Ortiz has
stepped down as manager of Club America after
14 months in the role, the Mexican side said.The
announcement came just hours after America’s
defeat to Guadalajara in the semifinals of the Liga
MX Clausura tournament.

“Club America informs that Fernando Ortiz will
not continue as manager of the men’s team and that
his cycle has concluded,” read a club
statement.Ortiz had been in charge of the Mexican
giants since March last year, when he replaced fel-
low Argentine Santiago Solari, a Xinhua report
said.America said it would not rush to appoint a suc-
cessor to the 45-year-old.

Juventus slip to seventh after
punches both on/off pitch

Rome, May 23 (IANS) Juventus encountered a
disastrous setback, dropping to seventh place fol-
lowing a 10-point penalty and a 4-1 defeat against
Empoli. Juve had been previously docked 15 points
for inflating transfer fees to augment profits in Janu-
ary. This penalty was temporarily revoked when
they lodged an appeal. However, on Monday, the
Federal Court of Appeal delivered its verdict, impos-
ing a 10-point penalty on Juve.

This judgment seemingly unsettled Juve’s
squad on the pitch as they conceded three goals
after the first half on Monday.

Uganda to host ICC Women’s T20
World Cup qualifiers for Africa

Kampala, May 23 (IANS) The International
Cricket Council (ICC) has selected Uganda to host
the final round of the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup
qualifiers for the African region. Alan Mugume,
the Chief Executive Officer of the Uganda Cricket
Association (UCA) confirmed the development to
Xinhua.

The event to take place at the Lugogo Cricket
Oval in the capital Kampala is scheduled for De-
cember 7-18. Eight teams including hosts
Uganda, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Rwanda, Nigeria,
Namibia and two others that will qualify from the
Division Two qualifiers in Botswana in October
will take part.

DGCA grants Design
Organisation Approval to

The ePlane Company startup
Chennai, May 23 (IANS)

Electric flying taxi startup,
The ePlane Company on
Tuesday said the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) it has granted the
Design Organisation Ap-
proval (DOA).

The Indian Institute of
Technology Madras (IITM)
incubated company is de-
veloping Electric Vertical

Takeoff and Landing
(eVTOL) aircraft.

The DOA is a crucial first
step in the aircraft certifica-
tion process, and it paves
the way for The ePlane Com-
pany to begin commercial
production of its e200
eVTOL aircraft.

“We are delighted to re-
ceive the DOA certificate
from the DGCA,” said Prof.
S a t y a n a r a y a n a n
Chakravarthy, Founder and
CEO, The ePlane Company.

“This is a major mile-
stone for our company, it is
a crucial first step in the air-
craft certification process
and paves another stone on
the path towards
commercialisation of our
e200 eVTOL aircraft.

“It gives us immense
pleasure to announce that
ePlane is the first startup in
India to be approved as a
Design Organisation and
one of the very few private
entities for complete aircraft
design,” he added.

Junior Hockey Asia Cup a big
opportunity for us to prove our

mettle: India captain Uttam Singh
New Delhi, May 23

(IANS) Indian junior men’s
hockey team captain Uttam
Singh feels that the upcom-
ing Junior Asia Cup 2023 in
Salalah, Oman, is a big op-
portunity for his side to
prove its mettle and imple-
ment everything that they
have worked on during
training sessions.

The highly anticipated
Junior Asia Cup, which is set
to start on May 23 and will
run till June 1, 2023, will not
only serve as a brilliant plat-
form for the young players
in Asia to display their skills,
but it will also be crucial as
the top three finishers in the
tournament will qualify for
the FIH Junior Hockey Men’s
World Cup 2023, which is set
to be played in Malaysia in
December this year.

The Indian team, which
will be captained by Uttam
and vice captained by Boby
Singh Dhami, will enter the
tournament as defending
champions and are also the
most successful team in the
title event alongside Paki-
stan as both sides have won
the Men’s Junior Asia Cup
three times each.

Notably, the Men’s Jun-
ior Asia Cup 2023 will see 10
participating teams that
have been split into two

pools. India has been
grouped in pool A of the
tournament along with
nemesis Pakistan, Japan,
Thailand and Chinese Taipei,
while pool B consists of
hosts Oman, Korea, Malaysia,
Bangladesh and Uzbekistan.

“Junior Asia Cup is a big
opportunity for us to prove
our mettle and implement
everything that we have
worked on during training
sessions. Given the good in-
ternational exposure that
we have gained in the last
couple of years and the re-
cent practice sessions that
we had in SAI Centre,
Bengaluru, where we also
played against the Senior
Team to hone our skills, we
can say that we are well pre-
pared to defend the title,”
said India captain Uttam,
ahead of the start of the
tournament. On the other
hand, vice-captain Dhami
said that the side is not only
excited to play against the
best young teams in Asia,
but it’s also pumped up af-
ter winning the Sultan of
Johor Cup last year. “We are
looking forward to testing
our skills against some of
the top teams in Asia and
with the World Cup spots up
for grabs, we are aiming to
give our all on the field.

BCCI and Adidas announce multi-year partnership
as official kit sponsor of The Indian Cricket Team

WTC Final: First batch of Indian
players leave for London

New Delhi, May 23
(IANS) The first batch of In-
dian players, along with
the support staff, left for
London in the early hours
of Tuesday for the World
Test Championship final
against Australia, set to be
played from June 7-11 at
The Oval.

The London-bound In-
dian team is to leave in
batches and the congrega-
tion of the full squad for the
WTC final will happen only
by May 30, after the final of
the IPL 2023 on May 28.

With their teams out of
reckoning for the IPL play-
offs, players like Axar Patel,
Shardul Thakur are part of
the first batch. Seniors Virat
Kohli and R Ashwin, whose
teams Royal Challengers
Bangalore and Rajasthan

Royals are also out of the
IPL, will be leaving later,
most probably on May 24.

Umesh Yadav, whose
team Kolkata Knight Riders
is also out of the IPL, may
also reach England later.

“Outbound”, wrote
Shardul on his insta story
along with his picture.

According to a
Cricbuzz report, the origi-
nal plan was to send the
first batch immediately af-
ter the IPL league stage,
which concluded on Sun-
day. However, some play-
ers have requested the
BCCI to be allowed to
leave at a later date.“There
may be departures every-
day till May 30. Logistics
arrangements are being
made for almost every day,
said a BCCI official.

Mumbai, The Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) & adidas has today
announced a brand-new
partnership as the kit spon-
sor for the BCCI. The con-
tract, which runs through to
March 2028, will give adidas
exclusive rights for manu-
facturing kit across all for-
mats of the game. adidas
will be the sole supplier for
all match, training & travel
wear for the BCCI- including
the men’s, women’s & youth
teams. Starting June2023,
Team India will be seen in
the three stripes for the very
first time and will debut
their new kit during the
World Test Championship
Finals.

Cricket remains the
most popular sport in India,
as well as experiencing con-
tinued expansion all over
the world-sellout crowds,
increased elite competition
and grassroots growth. In-
dian cricket has also evolved
exponentially with a world
class youth system that reli-
ably produces great ath-
letes, a leading domestic
league and a cricketing
identity that is revered glo-
bally.

Speaking about the
partnership, Jay Shah, Hon-
orary Secretary, BCCI said
“We are committed to help-
ing grow the game of

cricket and could not be
more excited to partner
with one of the world’s lead-
ing sportswear brands,
adidas, in this journey. With
its rich historical legacy in
sports, world-class products,
and strong global reach,
adidas will play an impor-
tant role in driving the per-
formance and future suc-

cess of different categories
of Indian cricket”.

Speaking about the
partnership,adidas CEO
Bjørn Gulden said: “We are
proud to partner with
BCCIand Team India, the
most iconic team in India.
Cricket is the most impor-
tant sport in India, and it is
very important for us to be

visible and invest in it.
Speaking about the

partnership, Neelendra
Singh, GM, adidas India said,
“We are beyond excited for
this historic moment at
adidas, not just in India but
also globally. We are proud
to see the three stripes on
the Indian cricket team.
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TN state transport orders bus conductors not
to accept Rs 2,000 notes from passengers

Chennai, May 22 (IANS)
The Tamil Nadu State Trans-
port Corporation,
Tirunelveli, has issued a cir-
cular instructing bus con-
ductors not to accept Rs
2,000 denomination notes
from passengers or ex-
change the same for lower
value note.

Oral instructions have
been given by other State
Transport Undertakings to
their bus conductors on
similar lines.

Meanwhile, retail outlets
and fuel stations have also
stopped accepting Rs 2,000

denomination notes.
Meanwhile the State

Bank of India (SBI) has is-
sued a circular instructing
the branch officials not to
ask the public who come for
exchange of the Rs 2,000
notes to fill in a challan/slip.

“The RBI has clearly
stated that the Rs 2,000
notes will continue to be a
legal tender and hence it is
not understood as to why all
these details are required to
be submitted to the bank by
the public for exchanging
the notes. It is cumbersome
for the public as well as for

the bank employees/offic-
ers,” said C.H.
Venkatachalam, General
Secretary, All India Bank Em-
ployees’ Association (AIBEA)
in a letter to Indian Banks’
Association (IBA). Stating
that the prescribed proce-
dure is unwarranted,
Venkatachalam urged IBA to
come out with a uniform
procedure for banks to fol-
low while exchanging the Rs
2,000 notes. “The bank man-
agement are yet to come
out of the Rs 500/Rs 1,000
banknote demonisation
syndrome. Demonitisation

is different and withdrawal
of Rs 2,000 note is different,”
Venkatachalam told IANS.
The slip for exchange and
deposit of Rs 2,000
banknotes has its roots in
the RBI’s May 19 circular to
the banks on the withdrawal
of the said currency. “De-
posit of Rs 2000 banknotes
into accounts maintained
with all banks can be made
in the usual manner, that is,
without restrictions and
subject to compliance with
extant Know Your Customer
(KYC) norms and other ap-
plicable Statutory require-

ments. The banks shall also
be required to comply with
Cash Transaction Reporting
(CTR) and Suspicious Trans-
action Reporting (STR) re-
quirements, where appli-
cable,” the RBI circular notes.
On May 19, the RBI said it will
withdraw all the Rs 2,000
banknotes as a part of its
clean note policy and added
that it will continue to be a
legal tender. According to
the RBI, people may deposit
Rs 2,000 banknotes into
their bank accounts and/or
exchange them into
banknotes of other denomi-

nations at any bank branch.
“Deposit into bank accounts
can be made in the usual
manner, that is, without re-
strictions and subject to ex-
tant instructions and other
applicable statutory provi-
sions.” The central bank said
in order to ensure opera-
tional convenience and to
avoid disruption of regular
activities of bank branches,
exchange of Rs 2,000
banknotes into banknotes
of other denominations can
be made upto a limit of Rs
20,000 at a time at any bank
starting from May 23.

UP banks prepare to meet
currency deposit rush

Lucknow, May 23 (IANS) Nearly 905 branches of
all banks in Lucknow and 12,000 branches across
Uttar Pradesh have geared up for depositing and
exchanging Rs 2000 currency notes from Tuesday.

Separate counters have been set up if the num-
ber of customers increases and police help will be
taken if needed. Media in-charge, United Forum of
Bank Unions, Anil Tiwari said that the crowd was not
likely to increase as there were very few Rs 2000 cur-
rency notes in circulation. “The common man need
not worry as the last date for exchange and deposit
of these currency notes is September 30, 2023,” he
said. Tiwari said account holders whose Know Your
Customer (KYC) status was okay, could deposit any
number of Rs 2000 currency notes in their accounts.
However, in Jan Dhan accounts, Rs 2000 currency
notes worth Rs 10,000 will be deposited, he said.
These notes can be changed between May 23 and
September 30 in all banks and regional offices of the
Reserve Bank of India. In the meanwhile, these notes
will continue to be legal tender/in circulation.

Disney begins 3rd job cut round,
2,500 employees to be affected

San Francisco, May 23 (IANS) Entertainment gi-
ant Disney has started its third round of layoffs that
will affect over 2,500 employees across the board, the
media reported. Although Parks and Resorts remain
largely untouched, no particular division is being tar-
geted by pink slips this week, according to Deadline,
citing sources. As part of a cost-cutting measure, the
company began removing dozens of titles from its
streaming platforms this week. According to the re-
port, the television division, which was hit hard in
the second round of job cuts, is largely spared this
time with a small number of layoffs. Moreover, the
report mentioned that the new round of job cuts
comes as media companies struggle to deal with the
effects of the ongoing writers’ strike, which has
stopped the development and production of films
and television shows.

‘Default off the table’, says
Biden after debt ceiling talks

Washington, May 23 (IANS) US President Joe
Biden and Republican House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy have called their latest talks on the debt
ceiling productive, but no deal has yet been reached.
Taking to Twitter on Tuesday morning, Biden said: “I
just concluded a productive meeting with Speaker
McCarthy about the need to prevent default and
avoid a catastrophe for our economy. “We reiterated
once again that default is off the table and the only
way to move forward is in good faith toward a bipar-
tisan agreement. “While there are areas of disagree-
ment, the Speaker and I, and his lead negotiators
Chairman McHenry and Congressman Graves, and
our staffs will continue to discuss the path forward.”
On his party, McCarthy told reporters late Monday
night that “President Biden and I just had a produc-
tive meeting in our negotiation to responsibly raise
the debt limit”.  “It should have happened months
ago, but there is a path for him to avoid defaulting
on the debt,” the California Republican added.
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ParticularsSr.
No.

For the
Quarter
ended

31/03/2023
(Audited)

For the
Quarter
ended

31/03/2022
(Audited)

1 Total Income from Operations 683.69 603.34 1104.35 2925.57 3118.4
2 Net Profit / (Loss) for the period

(before Tax, Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items) -289.19 -160.26 -81.08 -830.36 -206.23

3 Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before
 tax (after Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items) -289.19 -160.26 -81.08 -830.36 -206.23

4 Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after
tax (after Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items) -215.79 -120.11 -59.46 -621.28 -159.06

5 Total Comprehensive Income for the
period [Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the
period (after tax) and Other
Comprehensive Income (after tax)] -221.07 -119.98 -58.93 -626.17 -157.71

6 Equity Share Capital 494.16 494.16 494.16 494.16 494.16
7 Reserves (excluding Revaluation

Reserve) as shown in the Audited
Balance Sheet of the previous year 0 0 0 0 0

8 Earnings Per Share (of Rs. 1 /- each
(for continuing and discontinued
operations) -
1. Basic:
2. Diluted: -0.44 -0.24 -0.12 -1.26 -0.32

For the
Quarter
ended

31/12/2022
(Unaudited)

Year
ended

31/03/2023

(Audited)

MINAXI TEXTILES LIMITED
CIN : L17119GJ1995PLC025007

Regd. Office : : Plot No.3311, GIDC, Phase IV, Chhatral,
Taluka Kalol, Gandhinagar 382729

EXTRACT OF STANDALONE AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER ENDED ON 31.03.2023

NOTES :
1 The above Audited Financial Results for the Quarter and Year ended on 31st

March 2023 have been reviewed by the Audit Committee, and have been
considered and approved by the Board of Directors at its meeting held on 23rd
MAY, 2023. The Financial Results for the year ended on 31st March, 2023 were
audited by the Statutory Auditor. While placing this financial results before the
Board, the Managing Director and the Chief Financial Officer  Who has issued
certificate as required under Regulation 33(2)(a) of the SEBI (LODR) Regulations,
2015.

2 The financial results have been prepared in accordance with the Companies (Indian
Accounting Standards) Rules, 2015 (IND AS) prescribed under Section 133 of
the Companies Act, 2013 and other accounting principles generally accepted in
India.

3 The Company vide its board meeting dated 10.02.23 has passed the resolution to
write off the shares forfeited amount of Rs.61.87 lakhs which was long standing
in the books of accounts. The corresponding 12384000 Equity shares forfeited
were also written off during the year.There is no change in total paid up share
capital of the company.

4 Figures for the previous periods have been regrouped wherever considered
necessary.

5 The company is engaged in single segment of business  i.e. Textiles and hence
only one reportable operating segment as per Ind As 108 - Operating segments.

6. Figures for the quarter ended 31st March, 2022 and 31st March, 2021 represents
the difference between the audited figures in respect to the full financial year and
the published unaudited figures up to the end of the third quarter of the current
financial year and previous financial year respectively, which were subjected to a
limited review.

7 The Company has incurred cash losses in current year and preceding financial
year.During the previous year the Company has executed debt restructuring
scheme and restructured its overall borrowings. This will result into substantial
reduction in the interest outfolw for future period and has extended the repayment
plan in relation to restructured borrowing.Further,the company expects to generate
operational cash-inflows in near future, which will support the company to meet
its near future cash obligations.Taking these factors into consideration , the
Company believes financial information is fairly presented on going concern basis.

8 The Company is not a Large Corporate as per the applicability criteria given under
the SEBI circular SEBI/HO/DDHS/CIR/P/2018/144 dated November 26,2018.

Place : Chhatral
Date  :  23/05/2023

For and on behalf of the Board
MINAXI TEXTILES LIMITED

Dineshkumar P Patel
(Managing Director)

DIN : 02268757

Year
ended

31/03/2022

(Audited)

UP Power consumer can claim
compensation for service faults

Lucknow, May 23 (IANS)
Electricity consumers in Uttar
Pradesh will now be able to
legally claim compensation
for a default in the delivery of
services by the UP Power Cor-
poration Ltd (UPPCL). The
UPPCL has implemented the
law made in this regard by the
UP Electricity Regulatory
Commission (UPERC) more
than three years ago. “UPPCL
chairman M. Devraj has in-
formed the UPERC that the
corporation has imple-
mented the compensation
law through an online soft-
ware in the entire state,” a
UPERC official said. According
to the order issued by Devraj
in this regard, consumers can
register their complaint
about a service default as well

as their compensation claim
on the corporation’s 1912 toll-
free number, in case the com-
plaint is not resolved  within
the specified timeframe. “The
compensation number will
be generated online sepa-
rately to the consumer con-
cerned and the claim too will
be processed online. Com-
pensation will be provided to
all eligible complainants
within a maximum of 60 days
from the date  of lodging the
complaint,” the UPPCL chief
said in his order. The Standard
of Performance Regulations
was notified by the UPERC in
December 2019, fixing the
maximum time for the deliv-
ery of services. It also pre-
scribed fines to be imposed
on discoms in case of a de-
fault. As part of the Regula-
tion, standards of perfor-
mance will form the basis to

measure performance
against the standards for the
licensee in providing service
and ensuring that distribu-
tion companies meet mini-
mum standards which are
necessary from the perspec-
tive of consumers.

Paytm Money launches bond investing, to
drive innovation by simplifying investing

New Delhi, May 23 (IANS)
One97 Communications Lim-
ited (OCL), that owns leading
mobile payments and finan-
cial services company Paytm,
on Tuesday announced that its
wholly-owned subsidiary
Paytm Money Limited has
launched the most advanced
bonds platform for retail inves-

tors in the country. The com-
pany said it is simplifying
bonds for retail investors and
enabling them to invest in
three types of bonds — gov-
ernment, corporate and tax-
free.  “This is just the start of
bonds investing in India. We
believe bonds are the best
way for first-time investors to

enter capital markets and ev-
ery Indian should have a diver-
sified wealth portfolio with
bonds being a core part of it.
We will continue to bring the
best technology-driven fea-
tures for investors with the
safety and security they de-
serve,” said Varun Sridhar, CEO,
Paytm Money. Bonds on Paytm
money app presents investors
all relevant information at one
place, and converts everything
to yield so investors can analyse
and understand the returns
they can earn.
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Rahul takes truck ride from Murthal
to Ambala to discuss their problems

New Delhi, May 23
(IANS) Former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi
took a truck ride in
Haryana from Murthal to
Ambala to speak to the
drivers to understand
their issues and prob-
lems, party sources said
on Tuesday.

Gandhi, who has
been meeting people
from different walks of
life, took the ride on the
intervening night of

M o n d a y
and Tues-
day.

A c -
cording to
Congress
s o u r c e s ,
he arrived
i n
Haryana’s

Murthal around 11 p.m.
From Murthal, he took a

truck ride around 12 in the
midnight and reached
Ambala.

During his journey from
Murthal to Ambala, the Con-
gress leader spoke to the
truck drivers about the is-
sues and problems they
face. He also spoke to them
about other issues bother-
ing them most and how
they can be sorted out.

After reaching Ambala,

Rahul Gandhi then pro-
ceeded towards
Himachal Pradesh’s
Shimla via road route.

However, party lead-
ership remained tight-
lipped on the late night
journey of Rahul
Gandhi.

Rahul Gandhi since
last month had visited
Bengali Market, Jama
Masjid area and enjoyed
the local food among
the public.

He then also visited
North Delhi’s Mukherjee
Nagar area to interact
with the UPSC aspirants
and then a few days later
he had lunch with the
Delhi University stu-
dents at PG Men’s Hos-
tel.

-IANS

J&K: Rain, gusty wind,
thunderstorm likely in next 72 hrs

Srinagar, May 23 (IANS) The MeT department on
Tuesday forecast rain and thunderstorms during the
next 72 hours in Jammu and Kashmir.

Weather was mainly dry in the union territory
during the last 24 hours.

A MeT office statement said, “A yellow colour (Be-
ware) weather warning has been  issued for May 23-
26.” It said that rain or thunderstorms are very likely
at many of the places from late afternoon onwards.

On 24th, widespread light to moderate rain, thun-
der or lightning with possibility of hailstorm and
strong gusty winds at few places besides moderate
to heavy snowfall is possible over higher reaches.

Intermittent rain or thunderstorms at scattered
places are likely on 25-26 with a partly to generally
cloudy sky the next two days, as per the statement.

Sri Lankan boat with 5 crew
members detained near
Kanniyakumari

Chennai, May 23 (IANS) The Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) has detained a Sri Lankan boat with five crew
members on board for crossing the Indian Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL) near Kanniyakumari.

An ICG boat ‘Vajra’ detained the Sri Lankan boat,
‘Amul Putha’ late Monday night for fishing in Indian
waters. The boat will be brought to the Tharuvilakam
marine police station on Tuesday and handed over
to the marine police.

In recent months, the Sri Lankan Navy has taken
into custody several fishermen from Tamil Nadu and
confiscated their mechanical boats. A fisherman from
Ramanathapuram in Tamil Nadu while speaking to
IANS said: “The fishermen from Sri Lanka have crossed
our marine boundary line and if we had crossed their
border, we would have even faced thrashings and
confiscation of boats.”

Kerala fireman dies while
dousing blaze at govt godown

Thiruvananthapuram, May 23 (IANS) In a tragic
incident, a 33-year-old fireman died while dousing a
massive fire that broke out at a godown of the state
run Kerala Medical Services Corporation Limited
(KMSCL) located in the capital city outskirts on Tues-
day. KMSCL officials feared a loss of over Rs one crore
and it was after several hours the fire was completely
doused.

Locals said that they were woken up by a huge
sound and later realised that a fire had broken out at
the godown.

J.S. Renjith, the fireman attached to the Chackai
Fire Force Station, near the international airport ar-
rived around 1.30 p.m. at the godown. Due to the
impact of the blaze, a portion of the godown fell on
him. Though his colleagues rushed him to the hospi-
tal, he could not be saved.

Patna Police bust fake currency &
liquor smuggling racket, arrest 2
Patna, May 23 (IANS) A

team of Sri Krishna Puri po-
lice station raided a multi-
storey residential complex
in Patna’s upscale Boring
road and arrested two per-
sons in connection with
running a fake currency and
liquor smuggling racket.

The raid took place late
Monday night.

The local police learnt
that a liquor consignment
was stored in a residential
apartment named Raja Ram
in the Boring road area. Ac-
cordingly, a team was con-

stituted and raided one of
the flats of Raja Ram apart-
ment.

“There were six people
present at the flat. When
they saw the police, they
tried to flee from the flat.
One of the accused tried to
break the window and
jumped from there. He sus-
tained a fracture in a leg and
was arrested. We have also
arrested another person
from the spot while four
others managed to escape,”
said Vidhan Chandra, SHO of
Sri Krishna Puri police sta-

tion, Patna.
“During the search op-

eration, we have Rs 1.77 lakh
fake notes in a denomina-
tion of Rs 500 and Rs 200.
Besides, a large number of
semi printed currency notes
in a denomination of Rs 500,
Rs 200 and Rs 100, a printer,
a large number of currency
papers and colours were
also recovered from the flat,”
he said.

“Besides fake currencies,
we have also seized a large
number of liquor bottles as
well,” Chandra said.

PM Modi to be in
Ajmer on May 31

Jaipur, May 23 (IANS) Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
be visiting Ajmer in Rajasthan on May 31, said party lead-
ers on Tuesday. He will address a public meeting on the
occasion of completion of nine years of his  government.
BJP has started preparations to accord a grand welcome
to the PM, said party workers. Party leaders furnished this
information saying that earlier it was BJP national president
J.P. Nadda who was scheduled to visit. However, now, prepa-
rations are being made for PM Modi’s scheduled visit. BJP
workers said that a place has been proposed for the
programme where he will address the public meeting. A
decision in this regard will be taken in the BJP meeting to
be held on Tuesday. Modi can also announce ‘gifts’ on
completion of nine years of the government. There is a
possibility of scheduling a few inaugurations and founda-
tion laying programmes on this occasion.

Property dealer
shot dead in Patna
Patna, May 23 (IANS) A

property dealer was
gunned down in Patna’s
Danapur locality, police said
on Tuesday

The incident happened
late on Monday night.

The deceased, Amar
Kumar Rai, received three
gunshot injuries and died
on the spot.

During investigation, it
appeared that some per-
sons, who knew him, had
asked him to come to ward
number 9 in Chitragupt
Nagar. Rai was returning
from Bazar Samiti, Patna on
a bike. When he reached

there, the criminals opened
fire at him indiscriminately.

Rai tried to escape from
the spot but failed. The as-
sailants shot him thrice and
fled from the spot while fir-
ing in the air also. The entire
incident was captured in
CCTV cameras and police
are trying to identify the ac-
cused on the basis of avail-
able footage.

The police claimed that
Rai was recently involved in
selling a piece of land and
earned handsome commis-
sion. The distribution of
commission could be the
reason for his murder.

One dead in blaze at illegal
firecracker factory in Bengal

Kolkata, May 23 (IANS)
One person was killed and
three others were critically
injured on Tuesday follow-
ing a blaze at an illegal fire-
cracker factory in West
Bengal’s Malda district.

The factory is located at
Rathbari area under the En-
glish Bazar Municipality.

Locals in the area said
that the fire also spread of
nearby shops which led to
the injuries of the three

other people.
Due to the narrow pas-

sageway and congestion in
the area, the firemen faced
problems in combating the
blaze.

The locals also alleged
they had been complaining
of the existence of the ille-
gal firecracker factory for
quite some time and their
complaints were ignored by
the local administration and
police.

They further claimed of
the existence of similar ille-
gal factories in the vicinity.

This is the third incident
of such kind in West Bengal
in the last seven days.

On May 16, a major ex-
plosion at an illegal fire-
cracker factory in Egra, East
Midnapore district, killed 12
people.

On May 21, a blast at an
illegal firecracker ware-
house at Maheshtala, South
24 Parganas district, claimed
the lives of three persons, in-
cluding a minor girl.

Man found dead
in taxi in Delhi’s
Jaffrabad area

New Delhi , May 23
(IANS) A 32-year-old man
was found dead with a
stab wound on his neck
inside a taxi  in Delhi ’s
Jaffrabad area on Tues-
day, a police official said.

The deceased was
identified as Arjun, a resi-
dent of Baghpat district in
Uttar Pradesh.

The police received a
PCR call at 5.31 a.m. re-
garding a man bleeding
profusely inside a car at
the Yamuna Vihar Road.

“Acting on the call, a
police team rushed to the
spot where Arjun was
found dead in the driver
seat of the Maruti Ertiga
car. He had stab wounds
on his neck. The vehicle is
a taxi with ABP Tours and
Management, Gurugram,”
the official said.

“The CCT V in the vi-
cinity is being examined
for evidence. FSL and
crime teams have been
summoned. Police teams
are also checking call de-
tai ls  record of  the de-
ceased.”

Nurses to hold protest in TN’s
Madurai against govt order

Chennai, May 23 (IANS)
Nurses in Madurai are on an
agitation path against the
action by a Deputy Director
of Health Services (DDHS) to
compulsorily enlist 12 new
pregnancy cases and 12 de-
livery cases from each
10,000 population cluster in
the city every month.

The nurses’ association
is planning an agitation and
a demonstration before the
DDHS office on June 2 if the
order is not withdrawn.

A nurse told IANS that
there is an undue pressure
on them to achieve both
monthly and weekly targets.
Unable to cope up with the
pressure, one Supervisory
Health Nurse (SHN) and two
Urban Health Nurses (UHN)
have resigned from the de-
partment recently, the nurse
said. President of Madurai
City Nurses Association, M.
Pannjavarnam told media
persons that the DDHS were
sending messages to the

Urban Primary Health Cen-
tre (UPHC) where they work.
She added that those nurses
who don’t achieve the tar-
gets were questioned by the
DDHS during review meet-
ings.

The nurse also said that
they will be petitioning the
Madurai Corporation Com-
missioner, Simranjeet Singh
Kahlon.

The DDHS of Madurai
was not available for com-
ments.

76% students appear for
CUET-UG exam on 3rd day

New Delhi, May 23
(IANS) Around 76 per cent
students appeared for the
Common University En-
trance Test - Undergraduate
(CUET-UG)2023 across the
country on Tuesday morn-
ing.

In several cities, the na-
tional testing agency has
taken help from the traffic
police to minimise traffic
jams around the centres.

Tuesday is the third day
of the exams which are be-
ing conducted in 234 cities
and 283 centres. The first
shift of the exam got under-
way at 8.30 a.m. The total
number of candidates
scheduled in shift 1 were
20,503. UGC Chairman Pro-
fessor M. Jagadesh Kumar
told IANS, “For the second
phase (May 25-28), we are
working to provide the ad-
mit cards from 23 May. We
will announce the City infor-

mation slips for the third
phase (May 29-June 2) on
May 23.” Earlier on Monday,
around 75 per cent of stu-
dents appeared on the sec-
ond day of the Central Uni-
versity entrance test. Kumar
told IANS that all three shifts
were completed on May 22
with a total number of can-
didates scheduled, around
2,24,575. First Shift’s exams
were conducted in 261 cit-
ies and 415 centres with a
total of  74342 candidates
wherein 74 per cent atten-
dance was recorded. Shift 2
was organised in 264 cities
and 386 centres for the
58,338 students. Here in the
second shift, 79 per cent at-
tendance was recorded.
Shift 3 exams held in 262 cit-
ies and 450 centres. In shift
three, there were 91,895
candidates and 75 per cent
attendance was recorded,
Kumar added.

Amid Manipur crisis Territorial Army ensures vital fuel supply
Imphal, May 23 (IANS)

Amid the ethnic strife, the
Territorial Army of the 414
Army Service Corps Battal-
ion (Marketing) successfully
operationalised three vital
oil installations — Imphal
Aviation Fueling Station,
Malom Bulk Oil Depot and
Sekmai LPG Bottling Plant,
which were energy life line
for Manipur.

Defence Spokesman Lt.
Col. Amit Shukla said on
Tuesday that 414 Army Ser-
vice Corps Battalion Market-
ing (Territorial Army) is one
of the battalions raised in
1983 by the Government of
India to cater for handling
emergencies.

The battalion is affiliated
to the Marketing Division
and has over 100 employees
of the Indian Oil.

These employees are
trained by Army and Indian
Oil to handle oil and gas in-
stallations (POL/LPG/Avia-
tion) independently. They
are also kept abreast with
nuances of operating vari-
ous oil locations across the
country periodically.

Lt. Col. Shukla said that
in the wake of the crisis that

engulfed Manipur, the em-
ployees and the contract
workers of oil marketing
companies were not able to
reach installations due to
security constraints or had
to be evacuated due to eth-
nic violence.

The installations were,
therefore, either shut due to
non availability of employ-
ees or, not fully operational
due to shortage of man-
power leading to the opera-
tional necessity of deploy-
ing Territorial Army led by
Maj Vijay Bariwal to manage
the three vital oil installa-
tions.

The battalion was
tasked to take control of oil
installations which were not
operational and augment
manpower where there is
shortage and ensure sup-
plies of essential POL prod-
ucts and Refueling of
Aircrafts.

True to its rich history,
the battalion reached
Imphal within 48 hours of
being given orders from dif-
ferent parts of the country
and with relentless hard
work within 12 hours,
Malom depot was made

fully operational tank trucks
were dispatched, Aviation
Turbine Fuel tankers de-
canted and several flights
both civil and defence refu-
elled.

The depot is functioning
at the same efficiency level
as was existing in days pre-
ceding the crisis with more
than 400 tank trucks des-
patched to various petrol
pumps across Manipur,
Manipur Police, Army and

Assam Rifles units.
Seeing the stupendous

performance, the initial task-
ing was expanded and the
Territorial Army Battalion
was tasked to assist in the
operations of Sekmai LPG
Bottling Plant, 26 km from
the Imphal, a task which was
done with elan with ap-
proximately 8,000-10,000
cylinders being despatched
daily. Lt. Gen. H.S Sahi, Gen-
eral Officer Commanding 3

Corps visited the units and
commended the team for
yeoman service being ren-
dered by 414 ASC Battalion
( Territorial Army) which
averted a major crisis that
had the potential to escalate
to unfathomable levels.

He exhorted everyone
to continue discharging
their duties with the same
zeal and enthusiasm in en-
suring energy security for
Manipur state.

Delhi HC reserves order on PIL against RBI
New Delhi, May 23

(IANS) The Delhi High
Court on Tuesday re-
served its judgement on
a plea challenging the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) and State Bank of
India (SBI) notifications,
that permits exchange of
notes without any iden-
tity proof.

A division bench of
Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium
Prasad said: “We will pass

appropriate orders.”
The counsel for RBI Se-

nior Advocate Parag P.
Tripathi objected to the
Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) saying that it must be
dismissed with exemplary
costs. The PIL has been filed
by BJP leader and Advocate
Ashwini Upadhyay. Tripathi
further said that this is a
statutory exercise and not
demonetisation. “None of
the points raised by my
learned friend in any man-
ner impinges upon the pub-

lic issues,” he added. The
PIL says that the notifica-
tions — published on
May 19 and 20 — are ar-
bitrary and offends Ar-
ticle 14 of Constitution of
India. The plea also seeks
a direction to the RBI and
SBI to make sure that Rs
2000 notes are depos-
ited in respective bank
accounts only, so that
people having black
money and dispropor-
tionate assets could be
identified.

Empty beer cans helped UP
Police unravel murder case

Lucknow, May 23 (IANS)
Throwing away empty beer
cans, can sometimes help in
unravelling a murder mys-
tery.

Discarded beer cans at
some distance from a crime
scene, helped police in Uttar
Pradesh’s Kakori, probing
the murder of a 35-year-old
man, nail the accused.

Amit Raidas, a money-
lender by profession, had
left home on May 19 saying
that he was going to recover
loans from a few people.

“The following day, his
body was recovered from
Sakra village on the
Lucknow-Kakori highway.
Six police teams were made
to crack the case,” said DCP
(West Zone) Rahul Raj.

“From near the crime
scene, three beer cans and
a few snuffed beedis were
recovered. We took the beer
cans and scanned the codes
on the cans. It emerged that
the cans were brought from
the same shop,” the police
official said.

The beer shop was lo-
cated 2 km from the crime
scene. In between, there
were two villages, Sakra and
Dona, where Raidas had
customers who used to
regularly take money on in-
terest.

“We scanned the CCTV
footage from the shop for
two days preceding the
murder and showed them
to the victim’s family mem-
bers,” Raj said. The family
identified one Birju Sharma,
28, who had stood surety for
a few debtors. The police
team interrogated him
while his phone records
showed his presence at the
crime scene on the fateful
day. “Birju spilled the beans
and told us that his friend
Sumit, who had taken a loan
of Rs 30,000 from Raidas in
January, died in an accident
later,” said the officer. He was
scared since he had stood
surety for Sumit and Raidas
was forcing him to arrange
the money from Sumit’s
family.

AHMEDABAD  WEDNESDAY 24/5/2023

SRINAGAR, Foreign delegates of  G20 tourism meeting enjoying Shikara ride in Dal lake, in Srinagar on
Tuesday .UNI

GUWAHATI, Anganwadi  workers raising slogans during a demonstration in
support of their various long pending demands, in Guwahati on Tuesday.UNI


