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Modi raises issue
of attacks on
temples, activities
of separatist
elements with
Australian PM

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said that he
raised the issue of attacks
on temples and activities
of separatist elements with
his Australian counterpart.

Modi said that Austra-
lian PM assured him of tak-
ing strict action.

Making a joint state-
ment with Anthony
Albanese, PM Modi said,
"Regarding the attacks on
temples in Australia and
the activities of separatist
elements, we had talked
earlier as well and we have
talked today also."

The Prime Minister said
that it is not acceptable to
us that any element hurts
the cordial relations be-
tween India and Australia
by their thoughts or their
actions.

"I want to thank PM
Albanese for the steps he
has taken in this regard.

Shiv Sena MP
slams govt for not
inviting President,
V-P in inaugural
event of new
Parliament House

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) Soon after 19 like
minded parties an-
nounced to boycott the in-
auguration of new Parlia-
ment building, Shiv Sena
(UBT ) Rajya Sabha MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi took a
swipe at the government.

She said if President
Droupadi Murmu and Vice
President Jagdeep
Dhankar can be humiliated
for PM glory, then why
should the onus of proto-
col only be for the opposi-
tion parties to maintain.

Chaturvedi took to
Twitter and shared the in-
vitation card of inaugura-
tion of new Parliament
building and said, "Presi-
dent and Vice President
both missing at the inau-
guration ceremony and in
the invitation too. New or-
der minus the protocol.

PM Modi, Albanese
hold bilateral
talks, discuss
cooperation in
various fields

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his
Australian counterpart An-
thony Albanese on
Wednesday held bilateral
talks and discussed coop-
eration in the fields of de-
fence and security; trade
and investment; new and
renewable energy, green
hydrogen; critical minerals;
education; migration and
mobility; and people to
people ties.In a statement,
the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) said that the bilat-
eral meeting took place at
the Admiralty House in
Sydney and Modi was ac-
corded a ceremonial wel-
come and Guard of
Honour upon his arrival.

Suraj Tiwari who
lost his legs in
accident clears
UPSC Civil
Services exam

Mainpuri (Uttar
Pradesh), May 24 (IANS)
Emerging victorious in the
civil services examinations
was a bigger deal for Suraj
Tiwari, 27, than crossing
seven seas.

A resident of Kaswa
Kuravli in Mainpuri district,
Tiwari, who secured 917th
rank in the civil service ex-
aminations, has disability
in both his legs and one
hand.

Opp. parties to boycott new Parliament inauguration
New Delhi, May 24

(IANS) The Congress on
Wednesday said that 19
like-minded parties have
decided to boycott the in-
auguration of new Parlia-
ment House by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on May
28.

A joint statement said:
"When the soul of democ-
racy has been sucked out
from the Parliament, we
find no value in a new
building. We announce our
collective decision to boy-
cott the inauguration of the
new Parliament building.

"We will continue to
fight -- in letter, in spirit, and
in substance -- against this
authoritarian Prime Minis-
ter and his government,
and take our message di-
rectly to the people of In-
dia," the statement read.

It also said that the inau-
guration of a new Parlia-
ment building is a momen-
tous occasion. "Despite our
belief that the government
is threatening democracy,
and our disapproval of the
autocratic manner in which
the new Parliament was
built, we were open to sink-
ing our differences and
marking this occasion," it
said. "However, Prime Minis-
ter Modi's decision to inau-
gurate the new Parliament
building by himself, com-
pletely sidelining President
Droupadi Murmu, is not
only a grave insult but a di-
rect assault on our democ-
racy which demands a com-
mensurate response," it
added. Referring to the
Constitution's Article 79,
the opposition parties said
Murmu "is not only the

Head of State but also an in-
tegral part of the Parlia-
ment.

The joint statement by
the opposition -- also tar-
geted the government over
the disqualification of Con-
gress MP Rahul Gandhi and
passage of three controver-
sial farm bills, and said, "Un-
democratic acts are not
new to the Prime Minister,
who has relentlessly hol-
lowed out the Parliament.
Opposition Members of
Parliament have been dis-
qualified, suspended and
muted when they raised
the issues of the people of
India.

"MPs from the Treasury
benches have disrupted
Parliament. Many contro-
versial legislations, includ-
ing the three farm laws,
have been passed with al-

most no debate, and Parlia-
mentary Committees have
been practically made de-
funct. The new Parliament
building has been built at
great expense during a
once-in-a-century pan-
demic with no consultation
with the people of India or
MPs, for whom it is appar-
ently being built," it said.

The parties that signed
this statement include the
DMK and Sharad Pawar's
Nationalist Congress Party;
the latter is an ally of the
Congress in Maharashtra
and the former in Tamil
Nadu. Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, who has
reached out to opposition
leaders, including Odisha
CM Naveen Patnaik, in ef-
forts to unite them before
the 2024 general election, is
also a signatory.

LUCKNOW, Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath distributing Kishan
Sammanidi  at Lok Bhawan, in Lucknow on Wednesday.UNI

LUCKNOW, Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath launching Darshan portal after distributing Kishan Sammanidi  at Lok Bhawan,
in Lucknow on Wednesday.UNI

MUMBAI, Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray meeting with Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal and others AAP leaders, in Mumbai on Wednesday. UNI

Parliament not made with bricks of arrogance
but with constitutional values: Rahul

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) Former Congress
President Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesday slammed the
Centre for not inviting Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu to
the inauguration event of
the new Parliament House,
and said that ‘Parliament is
not made with bricks of ar-
rogance but with constitu-
tional values’.

His remarks came after
the 19 parties, including
Congress, on Wednesday
announced to boycott the
inauguration of the new
Parliament building by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on May 28.

In a tweet in Hindi, Rahul

Gandhi said, “Not allowing
President to inaugurate and
neither calling her in the in-
auguration ceremony is an
insult to the top constitu-
tional post of the country.
Parliament is not built by
bricks of arrogance but by
Constitutional values.”

Jairam Ramesh, the Con-
gress general secretary in a
tweet said, “The clarinet of
‘democracy’ should be
played in the Parliament,
but ever since the self-pro-
claimed Vishwaguru has ar-
rived, the cannon of ‘mo-
nopoly’ is being fired.
Change the intention, not
the building!”

Earlier in the day, 19 like-

minded parties issued a
joint statement and said,
“When the soul of democ-
racy has been sucked out
from the Parliament, we find
no value in a new building
and announce our collec-
tive decision to boycott the
inauguration of the new
Parliament building.” A war
of words has erupted be-
tween the Congress and BJP
over the inauguration of the
new Parliament House by
Prime Minister Modi on May
28. PM Modi will be inaugu-
rating the new Parliament
building — a triangular-
shaped four-storey building
with a built-up area of
64,500 square metres.

Body of IIT Kharagpur student exhumed;
family alleges institute influencing probe
Guwahati, May 24 (IANS)

The family of former IIT
Kharagpur student Faizan
Ahmed, whose body was ex-
humed by a special team of
officers for a second post-
mortem following a court
order, alleged that the insti-
tute has been trying to influ-
ence the investigation.

Ahmed, a mechanical
engineering student was
found dead in the hostel of
IIT Kharagpur on October 14
last year. The authority of the
institute claimed that he
died by suicide, while the
Ahmed’s family alleged that
he was killed.

The family filed a peti-
tion in the Calcutta High
Court over his unnatural
death.

Ahmed was a resident of
Assam’s Dibrugarh district.

Recently, the Calcutta
High Court ordered the ex-
humation of the body and a
second-post-mortem. After
his family gave their con-
sent, Faizan Ahmed’s body
was exhumed on Tuesday.

In the presence of a four-
member police team from
the Kharagpur Town police
station in West Bengal, fo-
rensics experts from the
Assam Medical College and

Gauhati Medical College
performed the exhumation
procedure at the
Amolapatty burial place in
Dibrugarh town.

The family of the late
student, the local police, and
magistrate Gautam Priya
Mahanta were also present.

The corpse was depos-
ited in the mortuary in
Dibrugarh for the night.

On Wednesday, it was
taken to Kolkata by the spe-
cial team officers accompa-
nied by Ahmed’s family.

Meanwhile, it is learnt
that a team from IIT
Kharagpur was also insis-

tent to be present during
the exhumation process,
but the family of the de-
ceased student resisted
strongly. The family mem-
bers told reporters here, “IIT
Kharagpur authorities have
been trying to derail the in-
vestigation.”

Notably, the decom-
posed body of 23-year-old
Faizan Ahmed, was found in
room C-205 of the Lala
Lajpat Rai Hall of Residence
in the institute premises on
October 14 last year. Two
days later, his body was bur-
ied at the Amolapatty burial
ground in Dibrugarh town.

Azam Khan acquitted in
hate speech case

Rampur (Uttar
Pradesh), May 24 (IANS)
In a major reprieve for
Samajwadi Party leader
Azam Khan, a Rampur
court on Wednesday ac-
quitted him in a hate
speech case.

The Rampur court
overturned the verdict
of a lower court, which
had found the
Samajwadi leader guilty
last year of hate speech
targeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath
during the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections.

He was convicted
under Sections 153A
(promoting enmity be-

tween two groups), 505
(statement conducing
to public mischief ) of
the Indian Penal Code
and section 125 of the
Representation of
People Act 1951.

Azam Khan, after be-
ing convicted in the
case, was sentenced to
three years in prison. He
had appealed against
the order, after which he
was acquitted.

Interestingly, the
Rampur Assembly seat,
which he held was de-
clared vacant after he
was disqualified follow-
ing his conviction.

BJP’s Akash Saxena
was elected in the sub-
sequent by election.

Components that hold nuclear reactor against
earthquakes shipped from Russia to Kudankulam
Chennai, May 24 (IANS)

Russia’s integrated nuclear
power major Rosatom on
Wednesday said it has
shipped the thrust and sup-
porting rings for the fifth
1,000 MW atomic power
unit coming up in
Kudankulam in Tamil Nadu.

Items are machined
rings with slots, which are
designed to secure the
nuclear reactor in the cen-
tral part and from above,
protect against vertical,
horizontal dynamic loads,
seismic impact, Rosatom
said.

The weight of one item
is about 20 tons; the diam-
eter is more than five
meters. For the first time,
two items were shipped by
motor vehicle transport at
once. First, the equipment
will be delivered to the port
of St. Petersburg, and then
by water transport to India.

The reactor is an item of
the first safety class, which is
a vertical cylindrical vessel
with an elliptical bottom. In-
side the reactor, there is a
core and Internals. From
above, the vessel is hermeti-
cally sealed by a cover with

drives of mechanisms and
control and protection units
installed on it, nozzles for
outputting cables of in-core
monitoring sensors.

India’s atomic power
plant operator Nuclear
Power Corporation of India
Ltd (NPCIL) has two 1,000
MW plants (Units 1 and 2) at
Kudankulam, while four
more (Units 3, 4, 5 and 6) are
under construction.

All the six units are built
with Russian technology
and equipment supplied by
Rosatom.

Major equipment for
building the third and
fourth units have reached
Kudankulam from Russia.

A sizable number of
components for the fifth
and sixth units are to come
from Russia.

In Cong era, only elites and political
figures received Padma Shri: BJP MP

Ahmedabad, May 24 (IANS) Lok Sabha MP Kirit Solanki
on Wednesday stated that during the times of Congress
honours like Padma Shri were only given to close family
members or people with political status but now, even a com-
moner like Gujarat singer Hemant Chauhan can get a Padma
Shri.

Dr Solanki, BJP MP from Ahmedabad West, said, “During
the time of the Congress government, this honour was given
only to the close people of one family or the people with
political status. But now, things are different. Now, it is given
after taking cognizance of people who have worked in pub-
lic service and getting complete knowledge about them and
giving the Padma Shri award to those who have truly con-
tributed to society, to the people, to literature, to public
awareness, to the arts.”Gujarati singer and writer Hemant
Chauhan was given the Padma Shri award this year. Chauhan
hails from the Rajkot district and specializes in Bhajan, reli-
gious and Garba songs and other folk genres. His first album
was released in 1978 and ever since he has been singing
devotional songs. “Every Gujarati is happy with this honour.
Even a person from the remote villages of Gujarat can make
it big. It’s only under our PM Narendrabhai that the back-
ward, poor, middle-class people of the country, who never
dreamt of going to the Rashtrapati Bhavan and accepting
the Padma Award from the President of the country, can
dream of getting this award,” he added.

Kin kills woman
for not talking to
him in Rajasthan

Jaipur, May 24 (IANS) A
woman was killed by her
relative allegedly for not talk-
ing to him in the Talwadi area
in Rajasthan’s Kota district,
police said on Wednesday.
The accused identified as
Narendra gained entey into
the house of 52-year-old vic-
tim Bhavna with a sword and
hid in the house. He attacked
Bhavna with a sword repeat-
edly during which she tried
to save herself but suffered
injuries in her leg and stom-
ach. The accused also got in-
jured during the fight, DSP
Amar Singh said. People
present in the house caught
Narendra and handed him
over to police, and Bhavna
was brought to the hospital,
where she died due to exces-
sive bleeding.

Goa cabinet approves ‘My Bus’Goa cabinet approves ‘My Bus’Goa cabinet approves ‘My Bus’Goa cabinet approves ‘My Bus’Goa cabinet approves ‘My Bus’
scheme to hire private busesscheme to hire private busesscheme to hire private busesscheme to hire private busesscheme to hire private buses

Panaji, May 24 (IANS) Goa
cabinet on Wednesday ap-
proved ‘Mhaji Bus’ (My bus)
scheme paving way to hire
private buses to foster the
services of state-run
Kadamba Transport Corpo-
ration Limited (KTCL) con-
necting remote areas and
cities. “We have approved hir-
ing private buses under the
‘Mhaji bus’ scheme. Private
buses will be taken on con-
tract. Presently four routes
are finalized. All these buses
plying on these four routes
will now come under this
scheme,” Sawant said.

These private buses will
come under state-run
Kadamba Transport Corpo-

ration Limited (KTCL) on con-
tract basis to strengthen the
bus transport of the coastal
state. Pramod Sawant re-
cently had said that the gov-
ernment will soon launch
night bus services in the
coastal state for tourists and
those working for the third
shift.

“There is no bus service
after 8 p.m. in the state. We
are ready to face the losses,
but there is a need to start
the bus transport service
during night. It is available in
other states. Once we start
this service tourists visiting
Goa or locals can travel dur-
ing night time by buses. It
will even help those joining

duties for third shift,” Sawant
said. Chief Minister Sawant
had said that this will happen
once the private buses come
on board with the govern-
ment. “To make this service
available, we need support
from Kadamba and also pri-
vate buses. We all can give
the best services to the
people. While making Goa a
model state, we should not
lack in the transport system.
Safety and security of the
passengers will also be con-
sidered. We are working on
these aspects. If we want the
tourism industry to grow,
then we will have to main-
tain good relations with all
concerned,” Sawant said.

ED attaches properties of
Anubrata, Sukanya Mondal

Kolkata, May 24 (IANS) As part of its probe into the
alleged multi-crore cattle smuggling case in West Ben-
gal, the Enforcement Directorate (ED) has frozen mul-
tiple bank accounts and attached high-value proper-
ties of Trinamool Congress leader Anubrata Mondal
and his daughter Sukanya Mondal.

Sources said on Wednesday that a total of 25 bank
accounts have been frozen and property worth Rs 11
crore attached. Some of these properties were in the
name of Anubrata Mondal, while others were in the
names of his deceased wife Late Chobi Mondal and
daughter Sukanya Mondal.

The father and the daughter are currently serving
judicial custody at Tihar Jail in New Delhi for their al-
leged involvement in the scam.The 25 bank accounts
seized by the ED include personal bank accounts of
Mondal and his family members and those with the
companies like ANM Agrochem Foods Private Limited
and Neer Developer Private Limited where Sukanya
Mondal was a director.
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Questions remain after
expert committee

report on Adani
SEBI must step up to the
challenge, safeguard interests of
investors and preserve integrity
of the Indian stock market.

Following mayhem in markets, after the publica-
tion of a report by US-based firm Hindenburg Re-
search, the Supreme Court had ordered the setting
up of an expert committee to examine the issues
raised by l’affaire Adani. The formation of the com-
mittee had, even then, touched off concerns that it
raises doubts about the investigative capacity of the
Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI). Last week,
this expert committee submitted its report. The re-
port delineates the issues raised, the regulator’s in-
vestigations, and its broad findings in the matter and
concludes that there is no evidence of regulatory fail-
ure. Basically, no one is any the wiser.

Take the issue of minimum public shareholding
and foreign portfolio investors. This matter revolves
around whether the 13 overseas entities (including
12 foreign portfolio investors), that hold Adani Group
stocks, are compliant with disclosure norms. As per
the committee’s report, the regulator has uncovered
42 contributors to the assets under management of
these overseas entities. But, the “ultimate chain of
ownership” in these entities is not clear. The regula-
tors in the jurisdictions where these contributors are
located have not provided the SEBI with any infor-
mation. The committee notes that the “legislative
policy” stance of the regulator has moved in the op-
posite direction of its “investigation and enforcement”
— the provision requiring FPIs to disclose “every ulti-
mate natural person” at the end of every chain in the
FPI was removed. So, while the regulator may well
suspect “wrongdoing”, it has “drawn a blank” because
of this odd “dichotomy”. On the equally contentious
issue of the Adani Group’s share price movements,
while concerns had been voiced over the companies
trading at valuations considerably higher than those
in the same sector, “no evidence of any artificiality to
the price rise” has been found. Further, the rise in share
prices could not be attributed to “any single entity or
group of connected entities”.

The Supreme Court has given the SEBI till August
14 to complete its probe in the matter. Considering
the wider implications of such an investigation — the
Adani Group holds sway across large parts of the
economy — the regulator would do well to provide
greater clarity than the committee has done on the
issues raised, address the questions that remain un-
answered, and bring finality to the matter. SEBI’s duty
must be towards safeguarding the interests of inves-
tors, and preserving the integrity of the Indian stock
market.
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New Delhi, The unseasonal rains in
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan and
Maharashtra, in the early months of
this year, accompanied by thunder-
storms and hailstorms in some places,
have caused huge damage to agricul-
ture and rural livelihood. The standing
crops of wheat and maize, and onion,
mustard and other fruits and veg-
etables, which were ready to be har-
vested, got washed away in the un-
timely rains, causing huge loss, esti-
mated around Rs13,000 crores. The
country has been witnessing rising
incidences of heatwaves and
droughts, leading to problem of wa-
ter scarcity in coming months. It is
feared that the unpredictable climate
will affect crop output and quality and
pose challenges for food and nutri-
tional security.

India apart, a number of countries
across the globe are experiencing cli-
mate caused challenges, much faster,
earlier and bigger way than had been
predicted.  There are instances of in-
cessant rains, floods, cyclones, on one
hand and sever heatwaves and
drought like situations in others.

India, an agriculture economy, with

Modern technology based solutions can address climate related new farm challenges
60% plus population dependent on
land for livelihood, and on rains for a
good harvest, fears wide exposure to
vagaries of nature and eroding farm-
ers incomes. Major area being rainfed,
agriculture is still a gamble in mon-
soons. The problem of rain dependent
agriculture and need for expanding
the cultivable land under assured irri-
gation of any type was identified as a
critical concern long back, and steps
and schemes were announced to fast
expand the ratio of irrigated land to
total arable land. Schemes like AIBP
and PMKSY (Har Khet ko Pani) imple-
mented by MoWR,RD &GR focused on
faster completion of ongoing Major
and Medium Irrigation including Na-
tional Projects; Creation of new water
sources through Minor Irrigation (both
surface and ground water); Repair, res-
toration and renovation of water bod-
ies; strengthening carrying capacity of
traditional water sources, construction
rain water harvesting structures (Jal
Sanchay);Command area develop-
ment, strengthening and creation of
distribution network from source to
the farm; Improvement in water man-
agement and distribution system for

water bodies ; Diversion of water from
plenty to nearby water scarce areas, lift
irrigation from water bodies/rivers at
lower elevation to supplement re-
quirements ; Creation and rejuvena-
tion of traditional water storage sys-
tems at feasible locations. Still others
like the PMKSY (Watershed) by Dept.
of Land Resources, MoRD constructed
Water harvesting structures; Capacity
building for nursery raising, afforesta-
tion, horticulture, pasture develop-
ment, livelihood activities, and others;
and PMKSY(Per drop more crop) by
Ministry of Agriculture have wide-
spread interventions and scope.

The rains have destroyed crops,
leading to fears of short supply, in-
creasing prices, and denting the food
and nutrition security of masses espe-
cially thos below poverty line. But the
future looks scarier, as it is going to dis-
rupt the Kharif sowing schedule. All
this going to have a serious impact on
our economy, as governments will
have to pay out large amounts to com-
pensate farmers and provide subsi-
dized food to a large population.

The present situation and events,
demands urgent decisions that are vi-

able, and sustainable and fast to imple-
ment. We also must embrace innova-
tions and novel technological solu-
tions to be ready to defend our farm
sector and ensure optimum crop out-
put irrespective of volatility and
unpredictability in weather patterns.

Initiatives towards training and
capacity building of farmers and farm
labour on conserving soil moisture
and water through precision farming,
optimising use of canals, village ponds,
wells and tube-wells can help in sav-
ing water but other critical and proac-
tive measures initiatives that need at-
tention and can help farmers combat
unpredictable weather conditions is to
adopt climate-resilient crop and their
varieties, as they have enhanced tol-
erance to biotic and abiotic stresses.

Millets are an option but adoption
of seeds that offer solution to abiotic
and biotic stress related challenges
can be a game changer. Seeds are te
very foundation of climate-resilient
agriculture, which is crucial for future
food and nutritional security. Depend-
ing upon the agro climatic conditions
of a region and weather trends, farm-
ers need to be made aware of new

seeds that offer benefits like early-
maturing time and reduce the risk of
crops getting damaged from adverse
weather, and pest attacks, heat toler-
ance, drought-tolerance, salinity-toler-
ance, and submergence-tolerance,
pest resistance, etc. Such new variet-
ies can help protect crops from the
harsh effects of climate change.

The promotion of climate-resilient
seeds is necessary to boost the adop-
tion rate. The role of hand holding and
stewardship is equally important for
familiarising the farmers with the
growth characteristics of the new
technology. This is important for In-
dian agriculture since a majority of
farmers are small and marginal land-
holders and their livelihoods are vul-
nerable to climate change.

Interestingly, the government of
India has released 35 climate-resilient
crop varieties as it seeks to adopt cli-
mate-resilient technologies. Genome
editing is a tool that can help us frog
lea the time taken to develop crops
with desired traits.

We have just started realising the
negative effects of climate change.
There may be dimensions of climate

change that are still unexplored and
visible to us. Thus, we should not waste
much time accepting the solutions
offered by modern-day science.

Climate change has worsened the
uneven distribution of rainfall. Smart
irrigation system and resilient crops is
an answer to less availability of water
for farm operations. But simulta-
neously we also need to focus on more
informed and better agronomic prac-
tices like the Direct sowing of rice in
place of transplanted crops, High den-
sity plantation of crops like in cotton,
to reduce water usage and to enhance
more yield per unit of land, crop rota-
tion to ensure conservation of soil
moisture and intercropping to take are
of pest infestation etc, and above all,
smart monitoring and management
of farm activities, and use and integra-
tion of digital and AI supported tech-
nologies into farm operations. We can
promise better, promising and more
sustainable life to future generations
with use of appropriate technologies
today.

Mallika Verma, Senior Director
(Government Affairs), Federation of
Seed Industry of India

PM Modi in Japan & Papua New Guinea: An assessment (Opinion)
New Delhi, May 24 (IANS) There is merit in view-

ing the world order today as being in a state of flux.
Amidst the global uncertainty caused by Russias in-
vasion of Ukraine, India remains a powerful voice
of reason and sanity. This geo-political backdrop
offers an overview of the rationale for Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modis three-nation tour to Japan,
Papua New Guinea and Australia.

The central message of these visits is that India
has arrived at the global stage. Modi has done well
by connecting the dots in all three countries on is-
sues of bilateral and international concern, ensur-
ing that India's voice resonates globally.

Additionally, the Prime Minister's meeting with
the Indian diaspora everywhere is a sure sign that
his message is carried forward by those who meet
him in their country of residence. It is this connect
which often gets missed out, but plays a very im-
portant part in the process of strategic communi-
cations.

The G7 Summit held in Hiroshima, was attended
by Modi, his third such appearance as an invitee. The
clarion call for dialogue and diplomacy on Ukraine,
though not directly mentioned, indicated India's
continuing concern over the conflict and its global
fallout on energy, food and national economies.

The sanctity of respecting the territorial integ-
rity of nations was emphasized in the context of
recent incursions by China across the Line of Ac-
tual Control and Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Sig-
nificantly, this is also the consistent line that India
has taken since February 2022, when Russia invaded
Ukraine. Ukraine took centre stage at the G7 Sum-
mit, what with President Volodymyr Zelensky meet-
ing most world leaders on the sidelines of the event,
including Prime Minister Modi.  In fact, the Prime

Minister went a step further to say: "To-
day we heard from President Zelenskk.
I also met him yesterday. I do not con-
sider the current situation as an issue
of politics or economy. I believe it is an
issue of humanity, an issue of human
values."

This remark needs to be
contextualized as Modi had told Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin in
Samarkand last year that this is "not
the era for war".

Pertinently, while other nations
look at Ukraine as a zero-sum game,
India has taken the lead in propagat-
ing a truly global perspective.

That President Zelenskk "ap-
peared" at Hiroshima, as he did earlier
at the Arab League summit in Riyadh,
displayed the G7s eagerness to drum
up support for Ukraine.

The scene then shifted to Papua
New Guinea where Modi became the

first Indian Prime Minister to visit. No-
tably, India's presence at the Forum for
India-Pacific Islands Cooperation
meeting at Port Moresby signaled
New Delhi's renewed interest in the
Pacific region, traditionally known for
the presence of people of Indian ori-
gin.

Chinese political ingress and influ-
ence in the Pacific island countries in
the last several years has created a
challenge not only for neighbouring
Australia, whose national security is
most impacted, but also for other
countries in South-East Asia and the
Quad. Modi's oblique reference to
China, while speaking at the Forum
that even though those considered
trustworthy were "not standing by our
sides in times of need" will now have
to matched by India and ensure that
it becomes a reliable development
partner.India has a lot to offer, both in
terms of technology and manpower.
Lest we forget India can also ensure
affordability. The only thing required
is connectivity with the Pacific Islands
region. It is here that Australia and the
Quad come in. The former is undoubt-
edly perturbed by Chinese influence
in the Pacific Islands. However, the col-
lective efforts of India, Australia and
Quad partners could provide a very
effective platform to intervene in the
region. Diaspora in this region is one
prime mover, of course this is re-
stricted mainly to Fiji, but the broader

canvas can be handled by con-
sidering the requirements of
each of the island nations.

Issues pertaining to devel-
opment, climate change,
coastal security and many other
aspects of small island living
can be discussed and debated.
The starting point for this en-
deavour comes from Modi's
historic visit.

James Marape, the Prime
Minister of Papua New Guinea,
speaking at the Third Forum for
India?Pacific Islands Coopera-
tion (FIPIC) Summit, hailed
Modi as the leader of the Glo-
bal South and said all island
nations will rally behind India at
all international forums. He
sought Modi's good offices to
bring their narrative to the at-
tention of platforms like G7 and
G20. There is thus an opening
for India, both bilaterally and
multilaterally to engage with
the Pacific Islands.

The first was US President
Joe Biden hugging him at the
G7 summit and reportedly ask-
ing the latter the reasons for his
popularity. Modi is scheduled to
visit the US in July and appar-
ently requests for attending his
public meetings are already
overflowing.

The top 7 fitness trackers for running enthusiasts

By IANSlife
New Delhi, May 24 (IANSlife) Are you a dedicated run-

ner seeking to improve your workouts and monitor your
development? You could find the ideal jogging buddy to
be a fitness tracker. Choosing one option from the many
that are offered can be difficult. We have put up a list of
the top 7 fitness trackers for runners to assist you in mak-
ing an informed choice. These trackers include cutting-
edge functionality, precise tracking, and a secure fit. Let's
investigate the best choices we have!

Garmin Forerunner 945
Garmin Forerunner 945 is a premium fitness tracker

that excels in meeting the needs of avid runners. It boasts
advanced features such as built-in GPS, heart rate moni-
toring, VO2 max estimation, and training load analysis. The

Forerunner 945 also provides person-
alized training plans and recovery rec-
ommendations. With its long battery
life, comprehensive tracking, and ac-
curate navigation, it's a top choice for
serious runners.

PLAYFIT STRENGTH
PLAYFIT STRENGTH is the way to

go. It's a waterproof smartwatch with
Bluetooth calling, a touchscreen, activ-
ity tracking, sports modes, and wireless
networking. With a long list of incred-
ible features, this innovative device will
help you achieve your fitness goals on
time. Just purchase this small device
of wonder and encourage them to
lead a physically active and mentally
healthy lifestyle.

Fitbit Charge 4
Fitbit Charge 4 is a versatile fitness

tracker that offers excellent features
for running enthusiasts. It comes with
built-in GPS, heart rate monitoring,
sleep tracking, and Active Zone Min-
utes.

The Charge 4 provides detailed in-

sights into your pace, distance, and
heart rate zones during runs. With its
sleek design and intuitive interface, it's
a popular choice among fitness enthu-
siasts.

Polar Vantage V2
Polar Vantage V2 is a high-end

multisport fitness tracker specifically
designed for athletes, including run-
ners. It offers accurate GPS tracking,
running power measurements, recov-
ery tracking, and personalized training
plans. The Vantage V2 also provides
comprehensive sleep and recovery
analysis, allowing you to optimize your
training and performance. With its
durable build and long battery life, it's
perfect for dedicated runners.

Apple Watch Series 7
Apple Watch Series 7 combines

style, functionality, and powerful fit-
ness tracking features. It features built-
in GPS, heart rate monitoring, and a
variety of workout modes for runners.
The Series 7 offers ECG functionality,
blood oxygen level measurements,

and access to the Apple Fitness+
platform. With its sleek design, vi-
brant display, and extensive app eco-
system, it's a popular choice for fit-
ness enthusiasts.

Samsung Galaxy Watch Active
2

Samsung Galaxy Watch Active 2
is a stylish and feature-packed fit-
ness tracker suitable for running en-
thusiasts. It offers accurate GPS track-
ing, heart rate monitoring, and auto-
matic workout detection. The watch
also provides guided breathing ex-
ercises and sleep tracking to support
overall well-being.

Suunto 9 Baro
Suunto 9 Baro is a rugged and

durable GPS watch designed for en-
durance runners. It offers excep-
tional battery life of up to 120 hours,
making it ideal for long-distance
runs. The watch features intelligent
battery modes, accurate GPS track-
ing, and altitude and weather infor-
mation.

Telangana plans wide range of activities for formation day celebrations
Hyderabad, May 24 (IANS) From

farmers' day to celebrations at water
bodies and from literature day to tribal
festival, a wide range of activities are
scheduled as part of the 21-day long
decennial celebrations of Telangana
Formation Day, beginning June 2.

The Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
government has planned grand cel-
ebrations to highlight the state's
achievements during the last nine
years.

Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao is holding high-level review meet-
ings with ministers and officials almost
on a daily basis to personally finalise
the activities during the celebrations
and monitor the preparations.

Apparently with an eye on the as-
sembly elections scheduled to be held
in November-December, the KCR gov-
ernment is going all out to celebrate
the formation day in a grand manner
to highlight what it calls the rapid
strides made by the state across sec-
tors.

KCR will inaugurate the celebra-
tions on June 2 by paying tributes to
Telangana martyrs at Gun Park in
Hyderabad. Later, he will unfurl the na-
tional flag at Dr. BR Ambedkar
Telangana secretariat premises and
address the participants. Ministers will
participate in the celebrations to be
held in the districts.

June 3 will be celebrated as
Telangana Farmers Day. The State Ag-
riculture department will organise sev-
eral programmes at Rythu Vedikas to
highlight the achievements of the

state's agriculture sector, free electric-
ity, Rythu Bandhu, Rythu Bima and
other schemes. Public representatives
and officials will participate in the
community dine with all the farmers.

Safety Day (Suraksha Day) will be
observed on June 4. The State Police
department will organise
programmes to explain the efforts of
the police to maintain law and order
in the state, friendly police policy and
the efficient services.

To highlight the achievements of
the energy sector June 5 will be cel-
ebrated as 'Telangana Vidyuttu
Vijayotsavam'. There will be meetings
at constituency level to explain the
qualitative change achieved by the
state in the power sector. Singareni
celebrations will also be held on the
same day.

Telangana Industrial growth Festi-
val will be held the next day (June 6)
to highlight progress achieved in the
industrial sector.

June 7 will be celebrated as Irriga-
tion water day. Meetings will be
organised in each constituency to ex-
plain the progress achieved in the irri-
gation sector. The State Irrigation de-
partment will hold a state-level meet-
ing in Hyderabad which will be at-
tended by KCR.

According to the Chief Minister's
Office, June 8 will be celebrated as
'Oorura Cheruvula Panduga' (celebra-
tions at Water bodies in every village)
Cultural programmes including
Batukamma and Bonalu will be held.
Fishermen will take out rallies and
meetings on the embankments of the

pond are planned. Leaders and people
join the lunch near the ponds.

'Telangana Sankshema Sambaralu'
(Celebrations of welfare programmes)
will be held on June 9. Meetings will
be held with the beneficiaries of Asara
Pensions, Kalyana Lakshmi and other
welfare schemes extended by the gov-
ernment at the constituency level.

Telangana Good Governance day
will be celebrated on June 10. Meet-
ings will be organised in all the district

headquarters and programs will be
held to convey the benefits of making
government systems more accessible
to the people through administrative
reforms in the state.

Telangana Literature Day will be
celebrated on June 11. District level
kavi Sammelanams and state level
programmes will be held.

Telangana Run will be held on
June 12. The state police department

will organise the event in all the con-
stituency centres. Youth, students,
public representatives, officials and
others will participate.

Telangana Women's Welfare Day
will be celebrated on June 13 to ex-
plain the programmes and welfare
schemes being implemented by the
government for the welfare of women.
Awards will be given to the best
women employees.

Telangana Medical
Day on June 14 will high-
light the revolutionary
developments in the
medical and health sec-
tor. The health depart-
ment will explain to
people the medical facili-
ties provided to them by
strengthening the infra-
structure. The Chief Min-
ister will lay the founda-
tion stone for the con-
struction of a new build-
ing of a 2,000 bed super
specialty hospital and ex-
pansion of NIMS,
Hyderabad.

Telangana Palle
Pragathi Day on June 15 will showcase
the progress achieved by Telangana
villages which have become a role
model for the country. This will be fol-
lowed by Telangana Pattana pragathi
Day on June 16 to highlight progress
achieved by urban bodies.

Telangana Tribal Festival will be
celebrated on June 17. Meetings will
be held in the newly-formed tribal vil-

lages. Officials will explain the mea-
sures taken by the government for
tribal welfare.

The government has also planned
the Telangana Drinking Water Festival
on June 18. As Telangana region suf-
fered a lot due to drinking water scar-
city in the erstwhile united Andhra
Pradesh , the programme will high-
light transformation of Telangana into
a 100 per cent drinking water supply
state through Mission Bhagiratha.

Under Telangana Green Festival
(Haritha utsavam) on June 19, a large-
scale plantation programme will be
taken in all villages and towns across
the state. The programme will explain
the efforts made to increase greenery
in the state by the state Forest Depart-
ment and the improvement of forest
cover in the state.

June 20 will be celebrated as
Telangana Education Day. Meetings
will be organised in all educational in-
stitutions across the state highlighting
the achievements in the field of
education.Telangana Spiritual Day will
be held on June 21 with various
programmes at temples, mosques,
churches and other places of worship.

The celebrations will conclude on
June 22 with Telangana Martyrs Com-
memoration Day. People in villages,
towns, cities and schools will pay hom-
age to the martyrs and observe si-
lence. A big rally will be taken out in
memory of martyrs at Tank Bund in
Hyderabad. KCR will inaugurate the
newly-constructed Martyrs Memorial
near Tank Bund.

Heat can trigger
mental health issues:

KGMU experts
Lucknow, May 24 (IANS) What

has heat got to do with mental
health?

A lot, if one believes the doc-
tors at the King George's Medical
University (KGMU).

According to medical experts,
there has been about 50 per cent
increase in cases of psychosis and
bipolar disorders in major govern-
ment hospitals and institutes due
to rise in temperatures in the past
two weeks.

The patients, experts said, are
those who are already suffering
from psychological issues, and ex-
treme heat or cold makes them
vulnerable to such disorders.

However, there is nothing to
panic about because incidence of
such cases is 50 in 10 lakh popula-
tion and can be prevented by tak-
ing precautions.

Doctors said at KGMU, the
number of outpatient department
(OPD) cases has risen from 20-25
to 30-35 daily, while at Balrampur
Hospital, such cases have in-
creased from 45 to 75 on a daily
basis.

Faculty at KGMU psychiatry
department Prof Bandana Gupta
said that patients with psychosis
may experience hallucinations,
delusions, or confused thoughts,
which can occur during manic or
depressive episodes.Similarly, bi-
polar disorder can involve both
mania and depression.
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Rupali Ganguly is 'devastated' at the
sudden demise of co-star Nitesh Pandey

Mumbai, May 24 (IANS)
Actress Rupali Ganguly, who
plays the titular character in
the television show
'Anupamaa', is in disbelief at
her co-actor's sudden de-
mise. Nitesh Pandey, who es-
sayed the role of Dheeraj
Kumar in 'Anupamaa',
passed away due to cardiac
arrest at the age of 51, late
on Tuesday night in Igatpuri
near Nashik.

Sharing fond memories
about her bond with Nitesh,
Rupali said that "he was the
only industry friend who
stayed constantly in touch"
with her apart from Delnaaz
and Sarabhais, during her
sabbatical. She said: "He had
even come to meet me af-
ter Rudransh was born. I
can't believe this! His son
Aarav is just a few months
older than Rudransh.  He
had messaged me just last
week about a painting he
had made and we had made
plans to make our sons

meet. We would bond over
dogs. His wife Arpita is an
animal caregiver and a
feeder too like me. I am dev-
astated! He was so fiercely
protective about me."

She further mentioned:
"Even when he came to
'Anupamaa',  it felt as if you
had your bestie next to you
at your workplace. Just this
month beginning, I had
gone very late for a film's get
together and saw his car

leaving, so I called him and
said I saw you and he said:
"Tu ruk main aata hoon
gaadi ghumake, and I said
'no no ghar jaa agle hafte
milte hai.'  Teen hafte ho
gaye uss baat ko ('Wait, I'll
just turn around my car and
meet you. I told him to go
home and that we will meet
next week. It's been 3 weeks
since) and now I will never
meet him. I can't believe
this."Manoj Bajpayee on 'Bandaa,'

 'Despatch,' 'Joram' and 'Family Man 3'
Mumbai, May 24 (IANS)

Acclaimed actor Manoj
Bajpayee has notched up
another triumph with his
upcoming film 'Sirf Ek
Bandaa Kaafi Hai,' a
courtroom drama
based on the real-life
case of a once-revered
and powerful Indian re-
ligious leader who is
currently serving a life
sentence for the rape of
an underage girl.

In the Apoorv Singh
Karki directed film,
Manoj plays a prosecut-
ing lawyer who is pitted
against a slew of celeb-
rity lawyers, reports 'Va-
riety'.

"Usually what hap-
pens is that you spend some
time with the real person.
Somewhere, I realised it's a
two-hour film, you have to
have your own preparation
away from the real guy, who
is somebody who's not even
known to the world. And
he's achieved a feat in five
years of continuous court
hearings that is remark-
able," Bajpayee told 'Variety'.

"Instead of just creating
or imitating a real person,
let's have the essence of him
- the relentlessness and the
courage and somebody

who is stubborn about what
he's doing, completely fo-
cused, and he's a good son,
good father. I wanted to take
all of it and make a charac-
ter of my own and take a
little bit of his physicality
when I got to meet him be-
fore the shoot - I think it
worked."

What Bajpayee found
the most strenuous was un-

derstanding the legal jargon
and then interpreting it in a
way that a lay audience
would understand. "To
make the character work, he
has to be consistent, it
should not leave realism at
all. It cannot at any cost, just
because it's a two-hour
drama film, it has to be real.
And as a character, and even
if he's arguing in the court,
it should be very real and
should have that kind of an
edge when people are
watching it," Bajpayee said.

Gulshan Devaiah reacts on
Nawazuddin's depression comment:
'Dritharashtra, Gandhari syndrome'

Mumbai, May 24 (IANS)
Actor Gulshan Devaiah has
reacted to actor
Nawazuddin Siddiqui's
comments on depression as
he had called it an "urban
concept".

Gulshan took to Twitter,
where he shared a link of the
actor's inter-
view where he
was seen talk-
ing about de-
pression and
how nobody in
the villages is
ever depressed
and that
people from
the cities "glorify" their
emotions.The 'Dahaad' ac-
tor tweeted: "Dritharashtra
& Gandhari syndrome. I im-
mensely respect the man for
his craft but I'd not take him
seriously on this issue."He
then said that alcoholism
and addictions exist in rural
c o m m u n i t i e s . G u l s h a n
added: "If you even just look
at alcoholism or addictions,
they exist in rural communi-
ties and that's mental illness.

No addict indulges in addic-
tion because they love it.
The addiction is a symptom,
the real problem is the
trauma they can't heal."

A user asked: "If I may ask
you what is "Dritharashtra &
Gandhari syndrome" Don't
mind please, I m curious to

k n o w . " To
w h i c h ,
Gulshan re-
p l i e d :
"Some are
blind and
o t h e r s
blindfolded.
If they don't
see, it don't

exist."In another tweet,
Gulshan wrote: "The prob-
lem with the term Mental ill-
nesses is the word "ill-
nesses... That scares the shit
out of people. Me including.
In our minds mental & ill-
ness together means
Paagal."Nawazuddin re-
ceived a lot of flak over his
comments on depression
on social media. Social me-
dia users tagged his remark
as "ignorant".--IANS

Rajamouli mourns Ray Stevenson’s passing:
‘Working with him was pure joy

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) Irish actor Ray
Stevenson may have played
the evil British Raj governor
of Delhi in ‘RRR’, but he was
a much-loved man on the
sets as S. S. Rajamouli’s trib-
ute to him on his passing
away so clearly indicates.

“Shocking,” tweeted the
‘RRR’ maker. “Just can’t be-
lieve this news. Ray brought
in so much energy and vi-

brancy with him to the sets.
It was infectious. Working
with him was pure joy. My
prayers are with his family.
May his soul rest in peace.”

He began his career ap-
pearing on TV shows in the
1990s and then landed ac-
tion roles in Hollywood films
starting in the 2000s, his
best-known one being
Volstagg in Marvel’s ‘Thor’
franchise.

competing to earn the title
of the ultimate Khiladi.

Host Rohit Shetty
said,“Hosting Khatron
KeKhiladi each year is some-
thing that I absolutely enjoy.
With season 13 we are go-
ing into the wild with a
jungle theme and the ulti-
mate rule of the jungle is –
the survival of the fittest and
the bravest.

Mr. Shashank Srivastava,
Senior Executive Director,
Marketing and Sales, Maruti
Suzuki India Limited, said, “It
brings us immense pride to
associate with
KhatronKeKhiladi for the
fifth time in a row.

At Maruti Suzuki, it’s our
constant endeavour to asso-
ciate with properties that
dial in on youthful and dy-
namic imagery quotient.

COLORS announces the 13th
edition of ‘KhatronKeKhiladi’,

Mumbai, The nation’s
favourite stunt-based reality
show ‘KhatronKeKhiladi’ is
set to make a comeback on
COLORS with its 13th edi-
tion. Packed with adrena-
line-inducing adventures
and unexpected twists, this
season will unleash an un-
precedented level of dan-
ger. With its record-breaking
viewership in the previous
seasons, ‘KhatronKeKhiladi’
has emerged as one of the
top-rated non-fiction shows
in the Hindi GEC space over
the years.

Continuing their long-
standing association with
the show, Maruti Suzuki
steps aboard as the pre-
senting sponsor.  This sea-
son will feature popular
faces including seasoned
actorRohit Bose Roy, B-

town diva Daisy Shah,
Bigg Boss 16 fame Shiv
Thakare and
ArchanaGautam, popular
television actors Anjali
Anand, Nyrraa M Banerji,
AnjumFakih, Ruhi
Chatur vedi, Aishwarya
Sharma, ArjitTaneja and
Sheezan Khan, singers
Dino James and Rashmeet
Kaur, Moroccon model
SoundousMoufakir.

Pavithra KR, Revenue
Head, COLORS, Viacom18
said, “The legacy of our flag-
ship property,
KhatronKeKhiladi grows
with the love of the viewers,
who eagerly anticipate the
thrills it brings every year.

An incredible platform
for advertisers to engage
with the audience, the show
will capture the brave hearts

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(Western Railway)

[Construction Organization]

NOTIFICATION
Mumbai, the 20th May, 2023

S.O. 2237 (E).. -Whereas by the notification of the Government of India, in the Ministry of Railways
(Railway Board), number S.O. 2778(E), dated 17th June, 2022 published in Gazette of India Extraordi-
nary. Part II, section-3, Sub-section (ii), dated 17th June,  2022 (hereinafter referred to as the said notifi-
cation) under sub-section (1) of section 20A of the Railways Act, 1989 (24 of 1989) (hereinafter referred
to as the said Act), the Central Government, has declared its intention to acquire the land specified in
the Schedule annexed to the said notification for execution, maintenance, management and opera-
tion of Special Railway Project, namely, Rajkot-Kanalus doubling of Broad Gauge single line in District
Jamnagar in the State of Gujarat;

And whereas, the substance of the said notification was published in daily "The Times of India"
dated 22th June, 2022 and "Gujarat Samachar" dated 23rd June, 2022 under sub-section (4) of Section
20A of the said Act;

And, whereas, Nil objection has been received by the Competent Authority;
And, whereas, in pursuance of sub-section (1) of Section 20(E) of the said Act, the Competent Au-

thority has submitted its report to the Central Government;
 Now, therefore, upon receipt of the said report of the Competent Authority, and in exercise of the

power conferred by sub- section (1) of Section 20(E) of the said Act, the Central Government hereby
declares that the lands specified in the Schedule annexed here to shall be acquired for the aforesaid
purpose;

And, further, in pursuance of sub-section (2) of Section 20(E) of the said Act, the Central Government
hereby declares that on publication of this notification in the Official Gazette, the land specified in the
Schedule annexed hereto shall vest absolutely in the Central Government free from all encumbrances.

SCHEDULE
 Brief Description of the land to be acquired with or without structure  for the

Spcial Reilway Project, Rajkot Kanalus doubling of Broad-Gauge single line in the
state of Gujarat.

Name of District: Jamnagar

Sr. Survey As per 7/12 Land holder’s name Area of Land to
no. no. be Acquired

(in Sqm.)
Taluka : Jamnagar (City)
Village : Jamnagar (City)
1 335/P.1/P.1 Vijaybhai Naranbhai Rathod 1107.00

Kishorbhai Naranbhai Rathod
Bharatbhai Naranbhai Rathod

2 330/P.3 Hiteshbhai Bhavjibhai Chaniyara 765.00
3 330/P.4 Harsukh Jathalal 1160.00

Total 3032.00

Public notice as per sub section 1 and 3 to 5 of section 20 (f) of
The Railway Act 1989

therefore,  from above public notification. it is to inform to all concerned land-
owners or persons interested for the above said land that for the Rajkot Kanalus
Railway broad gauge Doubling Project, a proclmation under section20 (E) of the
Railway act 1989 has been published as above for acquisition of land different sur-
vey numbers in village Chapa Barajaof Taluka Jamnagar (Rural) of District Jamnagar.

Therefor, in pursuance of Section 20(F) of the Railway Act 1989, the owners of the
land or persons interested are informed that the Compensation claims for the ac-
quired land shown in schedule of above notification (about their Share, area of land,
any property attached to it) should be submitted by them personally or through
and authorized representative or lawyer to the Prant Officer, Jamnagar (Rural),
Mahesul Sevasadan, 2nd Floor, Sharu Section Road, Near Police Head Quarter,
Jamnagar within 30 days. The said land-owners or persons interested therein shall
also furnish the particulars of their Bank Accounts to which they would like thier
compensation amount to be credited. Objection raised after the time limit will not
be considered. The matter of Compensation for the objections raised will be sub-
ject to legaly and the liability to present legal evidence will be on the claimant.

[F.No. E.-Office (E 401279-1)]
FATEH SINGH MEENA, Chief Project Manager, Construction-II

Competent Authority
Special Railway Land Acquisition

and Prant Officer Jamnagar (Rural){krníke/ò{.-ð.ò.¾./161/2023Date: 23/05/2023

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

ROSHANI LALCHAD
SHARMA to new name
ROSHANI LALCHAND

SHARMA and I will be known
as my new name so

concerned please note.
Address: Flat No. F-202,

Rajmoti Complex -1,
Chharwada Road, Vapi,
Gujarat, India -396191

C010

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 PATHAN TASLIMBIBI

SHAHIDKHA to PATHAN
TASLIMFATMA
SAEEDKHAN

Add. C-1748, Lalbazar, Near
Old Court,

 Post Office, Bharuch
V033B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 PATHAN SHAHIDKHA
ILYASKHA to PATHAN

SAEEDKHAN ILYASKHAN
Add. C-1748, Lalbazar, Near

Old Court,
 Post Office, Bharuch

V033C

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 PATEL ASHABAHEN

BHIKHABHAI to  PATEL
ASHABEN BHIKHABHAI

Add. Vachalo Vas,
At. Untava, Ta. Kadi,

Dist. Mehsana-382715
920

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 SHUKLA GARIMA AKA

RASHMI KAUSHALKISHOR
to  SHUKLA GARIMA
KAUSHAL KISHOR

Add. D-1375/1, Sweety Park
Odhav, Ahmedabad

916

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 SUMITRABEN

DHARMENDRABHAI SHAH,
SUMITRABEN

DHARMENDRAKUMAR
SHAH, SUMITRA

DHARMENDRAKUMAR
SHAH to  SUMITRA

DHARMENDRA SHAH
Add. 12, Swagat

Bunglows-1, Chandkheda,
Ahmedabad

919

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 PATEL JIGNABEN

HITESHKUMAR to PATEL
JIGNASA HITESH

Add. 10, Silver Homes
Bunglows, Sola Ahmedabad-

380060
917

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 PATEL HITESHKUMAR

DASHRATHBHAI to PATEL
HITESH DASHRATHBHAI

Add. 10, Silver Homes
Bunglows, Sola Ahmedabad-

380060
917A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 NIRAVKUMAR SUMANBHAI

PANCHAL to NIRAV
SUMANBHAI PANCHAL

Add. B/2, Janakpur
Appartment,

Subhash Bridge,
Ahmedabad-380027

918

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my minor
daughter old name  from

 PATEL SHREYA
HITESHKUMAR to PATEL

SHREYA HITESH
C/o PATEL HITESH
DASHRATHBHAI

Add. 10, Silver Homes
Bunglows, Sola Ahmedabad-

380060
917B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
KAMLESHBHAI

JAYANTILAL GUPTA to
KAMLESH JAYANTIBHAI

RATHOD
Add. 2628, Indiranagar Part-
2, New Water Tank, Lambha,

Ahmedabad
913

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
PINAKIN KANAIYALAL
PARMAR to PRABHAS

KANAIYALAL KAPADIYA
Add. 6/3, Uttar Gujarat

Bahuchar Vijay Society, Moni
Hotel Na Khancha Ma,
Isanpur, Ahmedabad

913A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 HUSEN SHABBIRBHAI
TANIWALA to HUSAIN

SHABBIRBHAI TANIWALA
Add. C-1771, Kot Parsiwad,

Near Parsiagiyari,
 Bharuch-392001

V033

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 MEMON AKA LOHIYA

SHAHENAZBANU HAJIBHAI
to MEMAN SHAHENAJ

HAJIBHAI
Add. A-2, Saradamji Flat,

Danilimda,
 Ahmedabad-380028

915

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 SANIABANU

MAHEMUDMIYA SHAIKH to
SANIYABANU

MAHEMUDMIYA SHAIKH
Add. 412, Sajjan Jamadar

Mohollo, Dariyapur,
 Ahmedabad

914

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 MOHAMMADSAMIR

MOHAMADIQBAL MANSURI
to MOHAMMADSAMIR

MOHAMADIQBAL SHAIKH
Add. 170/5, Devjipura,

Nr. Chhapra Shahibaug,
 Ahmedabad

914A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 SADDAM to SADDAM

HUSAIN
Add. 22/698, Saheri Garib

Avas Yojana Ajit Mill
Compound, Rakhial
 Ahmedabad-380023

913B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 MOHAMMADASIF
MOHAMMADILYAS

SALMANI to
MOHAMMADASIF

MOHAMMADILYAS SHAIKH
Add. Duplex No.11, Al Noor

Duplex, Near Al Karim
Duplex, Fatehwadi, Sarkhej
Road, Ahmedabad-380055

912B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 NAFEESABANU

MOHAMMEDAZAZ SHAIKH
to NAFISABANU

ABDULLATIF SHAIKH
Add. 1629, B-B, Madh No

Mohollo, Charwat, Dariyapur,
Ahmedabad-01

912A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 SAHENAZ MOHAMED

FARUQ CHHIPA to
FATTAJIWALA SHAHENAZ

FARUKBHAI
Add. 1113/37, New Muni
Health Qets, Nr. Kanch ni

Masjid, Jamalpur,
Ahmedabad-01

912

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 PATEL JYOTIKABEN

DILIPKUMAR to PATEL
JYOTIBEN DILIPKUMAR

Add. At. Mahendi Kampa Ta.
Dhansura,

 Arvalli-383310
911

I have changed my old name/
surname  from

 SHABBIR AHMED ISMAIL
ISA PATEL to  SHABBIR

AHMED ISMAIL TOTI
Add. Fasharampura,

At.Po. Pariej,
Tal, Dist. Bharuch-392020

V033-A

CHANGE OF NAME/SURNAME

GUJARATWATER SUPPLY &
SEWERAGE BOARD

Gujarat Water Supply And Sewerage Board  invites E-Tender
from the Contractor Registered with R&B, Irrigation  department
under Class “E-1” and above for the work of Renovation of
Sarkhej Store and shifting of Materials to Kadadara Head works
under M&R to Jalbhavan office Building District Ahmedabad
“Estimate Amount Rs.23.08 Lakh ID No. 594371. The details of
Tender  are available on website http//:www.nprocure.com &
www.gwssb.org & http//:www statetenders.gujarat.gov.in.
The bidder has  to qualify as per qualification Criteria in Tender.
The Tender can be downloaded from Date 22.05.2023 last Date
of on line submission is Date 05.06.2023 up to 18.00 P.M.
Additional information can be had from Executive Engineer
Public Health Works Division, Ahmedabad-380 006
Ph.No.9978441115-117. The Com[etent authority retains right
to reject to one or all Tender without assigning any reason, Any
query regarding drinking water please contact on toll free
No.1916

INF/ABD/275/2023

Nivada No. 31 of 2022-23 (2nd Trial)

Tom Hanks, Rita Wilson get in heated
exchange with man at Cannes Film Fest

Los Angeles, May 24
(IANS) Hollywood star Tom
Hanks and his wife Rita Wil-
son were involved in a tense
exchange with a man at the
Cannes Film Festival. The ac-
tor and his wife seemingly
scolded an employee as
they attended the premiere
of his new movie 'Asteroid
City', reports
aceshowbiz.com. On Tues-

day, May 23, the pair walked
the red carpet together to
support the special screen-
ing of Wes Anderson's film.
In photos which have circu-
lated online, the Oscar win-
ner was seen furiously point-
ing his finger at the younger
man and making a stern face
while his wife was also hold-
ing her hand up in front of
her as she spoke to the man.

It's not clear what they were
discussing, but the man was
also seen gesturing at Hanks
as he posed with his 'Aster-
oid City' co-stars on the red
carpet. Despite the apparent
misunderstanding, Hanks
and Wilson continued to trek
down the red carpet and
were all smiles as they posed
together on the stairs before
heading inside the venue.

Arnold
Schwarzenegger
wasn't allowed
breakfast before
doing 200 sit-ups,
push-ups as child

Los Angeles, May 24
(IANS) Actor Arnold
Schwarzenegger doesn't
think he was "disciplined" in
terms of fitness.

Despite, the 75-year-old
actor has been exercising
since he was a child and
won a string of awards as a
bodybuilder before starting
up his career in Hollywood
movies and explained that,
because he has spent de-
cades sticking to the same
exercise routines, it all
comes naturally to him now,
reports aceshowbiz.com.
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40cr fake billing scam: Two
A’bad scrap traders held
Ahmedabad: The

prevetivewing of CGST
Ahmedabad South
Commissionerate on Tues-
day announced it arrested
Jignesh Patel (39) , the man-
aging person, and Jaysukh
Modasiya (46), the propri-
etor of trading Enterpises,
enaged in trading of scap,
for fraudulently availing in-
put tax credit using bogus
bills.

According to CGST offi-
cials, fake bills worth Rs
40.76 crore were used by
duo to obtain ineligible in-
put tax credit of Rs 7.33
crore. Invoices, of some
eight bogus, non-existent
firms  were used to claim ITC
and show purcheses, with-
out actual recipt of goods.

“Modasiya and Patel in
conviance with their other
associates masterminded
the fraud and were  actively
involved in the receipt of
bogus invoices to discharge
their GST liability by availing
input tax credit illegally. The
purchase was merely on pa-
per and the transporters n
their statments  have con-
firmed that they have not
supplied any goods to
Jaymin Enterprises and
their vehicle numbers were

used fraudulenty to gener-
ate e-way bill without  their
consent,” accroding  to a
statement issued by CGST
officials.

The duo confessed that
Jaymin Enterprise has not
received goods from these
firms and had received only
inbvoices and input tax
credit was availed based on
these invoices. They were
also used to discharge GST
liability for outward supply
from their firm. The two
were arrested on Tuesday
under Section 69 of the
CGST Act for offences under
provisions of Section 132 of
CGST Act.The additional
chief metorpolitan magis-
trate court in Ahmedabad
granted their judicial cus-
tody till June 6. An all India
special drive against fakb
GST registrations is cur-
rently being conucted to
detect suspicious  and fake
registrations.

The CGST Ahmedabad
South commissioner is
monitoring syndicates nd
groups involved in
fradulent availing and utili-
zation of input tax credit in-
volving non-existent and
fictitious firms, leading to
major GST evasion.

KK gets power over
Ashram civic works
Ahmedabad: T he city

civic body has decided to
transfer powers for civic,
works pertanaining to the
Gandhi Ashram
redvelopment project to K
Kailashnathan - who is
chairman of the executive
concil of the Sabarmati
Gandhi Ashram Memorial
Trust and also chief pricipal
secetary to te chief minister.
The power as of now is with
Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-
poration (AMC) chief M
Thennarsam. A  proposal
tabled before the  AMC
standing committee on May
25.

Sources said two  years
ago, the civic body 235 crore
on civic  works under the
Gandhi Ashram redevelop-
ment project. All  decision -
making powers for  this
work was given to the AMC
commissioner. However, as
the central  government
wants at a faster to be these
powers will be transferred to
the executive council chair-
man as it was taking too lo

ng the AMC commissinoer,
sources said. Sources said
the Gandhi Ashram redevel-
opment project covers all
Gandhi instituteions, includ-
ing the Ashram itself, that
are located on the 55 acre
predcinct in the Wadaj area.
The  total project cost is Rs
1,200 crore, of which Rs 235
will be spent by th ee
project, On July 8, 2021, the
AMC appointed a consultat
for these civic works and the
project was approved by the
standing commitee.

The AMC chief  was
unble to fully dedicate him-
self to making decisions on
this project due to his other
obligations. Id the decision-
making power on these is
given to the executive coun-
cil chairman of the trust, the
work can proced quicker.
The powers include deci-
sions on modifications in
the  project plan,decisions
related to tenders, adminis-
trative menagement tasks,
policy and finance telated
decisions.

No readmission for those given RTE seats
Ahmedabad: The state

director of primary educa-
tion has come across cetain
students who despit being
admitted to Class 1  under
the Right to Education Act.
The department has issued
a circular asking all districtt
primary education officers
to  verfiy and reject such stu-
dents.

Sources said the parents
of these students applied
RTE again this year as they
did not get into schools of
their preforence. This vio-
lates regulations under the
RTE Act.

The DPEOs also issued
circulars stating RTE stu-
dents connot be readmitted
to Class 1 on reserved seats.

The department ac-
cepted 68,118 applications
for admisions  to private
schools under the RTE Act
this year. It received 98,501
applications, of which

64,975 were approved while
14,532 were rejected im-
proper documentation.

The department admit-
ted, 54, 903 children to RTE
seats. Of these, 48,890 stu-
dents confirmed admission.

While verifying the
documents.  officials lerned
that many students who
had been admitted to  Class
1 earlier reapplied this year.
A statements from the de-
partment said at the end of
the first round of admis-
sions, 33,907 seats remained
vacant. The second round of
admissions began on Tues-
day for students whose ap-
plications had been ac-
cepted but couldn’t get ad-
mission have been asked to
revise their school prefer-
ences latest by May 25.

Under the RTE Act, pri-
vate schools  must admit
students from poor familes
on 25% of their seats. The

state government will admit
82,820 students in private
schools in 2023-24.

 Industry raises CEPI
smpling issue with Union
ministry

Ahmedbad: The Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) has not carried out
sampling for the
comprehesive environment
pollution uindex (CEPI)
since 2019. In dustrial enti-
ties from Gujarat reised this
issue with the union envi-
ronment ministry.

Repersntaatives from
the Gujarat Chamber of
Comerce and Industry
(GCCI) on Tuesday met se-
nior officials in the minstry
and raised the issues of CEPI
sampling and hazardous
waste management. treat-
ment  plants (CETPs) in the
state few year proved over
the last carried out CEPI
sampling in 2018 and after
that  had declared the
Ankeleshwar, Vapi,
Vadodara, Vatva, Narol, Surat,
Rajkot industrial clusters
“critcally polluted “ and
Bhavnagar as “ severely
plluted “ These
classffications did not follow
the revised CEPI guidelines
of 2016.

A meeting of
representatves of various

industry clusters was held
last week and a detailed rep-
resentation was prepared.
After that, former GCCI
president Shailesh Patwari
and Shrenik Marchant,
chariman of GCCI’s
evironment committe met
senior ministry officials on
Tuesday.

Patwari said,  “In 2009-10,
CPCB had carried  out CEPI
monitoring of 88 industrial
clusters in the country aand
declared 43 industrial clus-
ters of 16 states “ critically
polluted areas”,where CEPI
scores cluded six industrial
clusters in Gujarat
(Ankleswar, Vapi,
Ahmedabad, Vatva- Narol,
Bhvnagar and Junagadth)
Gujarat then made technical
presentations to the Union
environment ministry, CPCB
and GPCB, and that  CPCB
later revised CEPI
guidelines.”He added, “Ac-
cording to the revised  CEPI
guidline of 2016, CPCB has
to carry out CEPI monitoring
every two years nd GPCB
has to do so twice a year.
Accordingly, CPCB carried
out CEPI monitoring in
Gujarat in October 2016 and
the ministry of environment
on November 25, 2016, took
these industrial clusters off
the critically polluted list.

 Umargam mamlatdar held with
5L bribe

Surat: Sleuths of the anti-corruption bureau
(ACB), surat unit, caught Umaragarm (Valsad dist)
mamlatdar

Amit Zadafiya redhanded while accepting Rs 5
lakh brive. As per the case derails, the complainant
had applied for his name legally. As there was third
party claim on the land, the matter beceme disputed.

To remove this diapute in complainants fovour,
the mamlatdar  had sought Rs 5 lakh bribe. A  trap
was laid and  Zadafiya was caught taking the  money
in hid office. Surat rural and Surat city ACB police
successfuly laid the trap.

‘Changed castes with clients’
Ahmedabad: Ahmedabad rural police probing

into the human trafficking case of Knabha found that
the accused used to change their names and casetes
according to the demand.

“When Ashok had to deal with members of te
Patidar community, mainly Kadva Patels,he used to
deal with the relatives of the groom as Patel. If the
groom came from Darbar community, which also has
a skewed sex ratio, another accused Chehar Solanki
and  Amrat  Thakor used to preasent themselves as
Darabars,” and senior police officer. This has been evi-
dent the  Salaya  Police of Devebhoomi-Dwarika on
May 21.

A man form Devbhoomi Dwarika Raghuversing
Bhati said that Chear, who posed Amrat Thakor
posed as Amarsinh Solanki from Deesa in
Banaskantha, Solnki became the girl’s brother and
Thakor became their father.

The two took Rs 2  lakh from Bhati and married
off a girl to him in December 2022. After the
marriege , home and never returned. Bhati said in
his FIR  that the girl and her family members went
incomnicado in December. When he saw Solnki and
Thakor’s pictures in media in connction with the
human trafficking recekt, he approached the  Salaya
Police and filed a complaint of breach of trust, cheat-
ing and abetment.

Post Office passport  Centres to
work on Saturday

Ahmedabad: The 14 Post Office Passport  Seva
Kendars (PoPSKs ) in the city will work on Saturday,
which is a holiday. Applications can book fresh ap-
pointments or reschedule appointments for
Satyrday.

Officials of the Regional Passport Office here said
PoPSKs in Gandhinagar, Anand, Nadiad, Mehsana,
Himmatnagar, Jamnagar, Patan, Godhra, Palanpur,
Bharuch, Jungadh, Surendranagar and Porbandar
will work on Saturday. Officials said pasport
applicattions in the “Tatkaal’ category are not ac-
cepted att PoPSKs  and hence there will be no  Tatkall
slots on Saturday. All slots will be for regullar appli-
cations.

The officer said applications can book a slot at
any PoPSK. For example, a person who lives in
Ahmedabad can book slots in Gandhinagar, Nadiad
or Mehsana. Officials said those wanting fresh ap-
pointments can submit the necessary documents.
Sources said this move is aimed att reducing wait-
ing times. At the Mithaklai Passport Seva Kendra, the
next ppointment availible is on July 11, while at the
Vijay Crossroads  Even at PoPSKs in Gandhinagar, the
first availible appointment is June 18.

Satellite doctor  duped  of 37L in
forex fraud

Ahmedabad: On Monday, a doctor from Satellite
lodged a complaint with Cybercrime police, alleg-
ing that four persons defrauded him of Rs 36.50 lakh
by fasely promiding lucrative returns on investments
in an online currency trading firm.

Ravi Chauhan, a 34-year-old resident of Vraj
Apartments on Jodhpur Gaam Road in Satellite,
stated  that he received a call  on January 17 from an
unidentified individual who atttempted to persuade
him to invest in a firm called Citi FX, promising sub-
stantial returns from  online currency trading.

Chauhan declinced the offer. On February  15,
one Suresh Kumar contacted him and provided de-
tails and a brochure of the Citi FX firm located in
Saket, New Delhi.

Convinced, Chauhan shared his PAN card and
Aadhaar card, with  Kumar. He then began sending
moeny as instrycted, Between February 18 and
March 20, he ended up paying a tottal of Rs 36.50
lakh. Aftewards, all four indiviuals who  had been in
contact with Chauhan ceased communication.

PIL filed in Madras HC for crackdown
on govt-run liquor outlets

Chennai,  The Madras High Court is likely to list a
PIL filed by a Coimbatore-based activist R. Boomiraj
for a crackdown by the police on bars attached to
Tamil Nadu State Marketing Corporation (Tasmac)
to prevent sale of spurious liquor.

The petitioner stated before the court that two
people died in Thanjavur after consuming spurious
liquor from a Tasmac outlet and said that the local
police must be allowed to conduct periodical crack-
down on these Tasmac outlets.

The PIL also said that there should be an effec-
tive crackdown against the presence of spurious li-
quor in Tamil Nadu and cited the tragic deaths of 22
people in Villupuram and Chengalpattu districts.

The PIL is expected to be listed before the vaca-
tion bench of Justices B. Pugalenthi and V.
Lakshminarayanan on Thursday. The PIL petition also
wanted banning the sale of liquor in all Tasmac shops
till the PIL is disposed off.

BJP banks on Sunil Bansal for
success in UP

Lucknow, The BJP in Uttar Pradesh is once again
banking on its national General Secretary Sunil
Bansal to ensure a winning performance for the
party in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

Bansal has been appointed the party's UP in-
charge of the ambitious 'Mahasampark Abhiyan', a
month-long campaign marking completion of nine
years of BJP's rule under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the Centre. The campaign is being perceived
as BJP's major push to ramp up the poll preparations
for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.This is the second
time that the BJP central leadership has deployed
Bansal in the state with a key responsibility. Earlier,
he was made the BJP's in-charge to oversee
organisational affairs in the 16 Lok Sabha seats which
the party lost in the 2019 general elections.

Bansal, the organisational leader who graduated
into the party's national ranks last year after his suc-
cessful stint in Uttar Pradesh as the state general
secretary (organisation), currently happens to be the
BJP in-charge of Odisha, Telangana and West
Bengal.Sources said that the party's central leader-
ship has deployed Bansal back in Uttar Pradesh given
his vast experiences and the micromanagement
skills.It was under the direct watch of Shah and
Bansal that the BJP, for the first time, won 71 out of
80 Lok Sabha seats in the state during the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls. He subsequently helmed the
organisational affairs of UP BJP which rode to power
with an overwhelming majority for the first time in
2017 and then retained it in 2022.

selfie morphed
with nude pic.

Surat: A woman working
as a nurse in a city-based
hospital lodged a complaint
with Mahidrapura police sta-
tion, stating that her
Instragram profile photo
was morphed with nude pic-
tures and posted on
Facebook even though she
did not have an account on
this social media platfrom.

The woman stated in the
complaint that on May 12
she got a message from a
friend informing that her
nude photos were posted
on some FB account. As the
victim had no profile on  FB,
she asked another friend to
check and verify. Thee ac-
count was locked but when
a friend request was sent, it
was accepted immediatlely.
Her friend then downloaded
the victim’s nude photos
and sent them to her.

HC orders status quo on
mosque plot Dahod

Ahmedabad: The
Gujarat high cout on Tues-
day dircted the authorities
in Dahod town  to maintain
the status quo at the plot on
which a century-old
mosque was demolished on
May 20 in conection with a
Smart City project.

Justice SV Pito issued
notices to the state
goernment and the Dahod
muncipality, asking them to
reply by June 8 abd said that
in the mentime, the status
quo must be maintained on
the properties of the
prtittioner, Nagina Masjid
Trust.

“ Affidavit in reply be
filed by the respondents by
the next  date of hearing. In
the mentime, status quo
quo the proprties of the
petitiobner being City Sur-
vey No.452(properties of
Nagina Masjid) situated in
Dahod be maintained, “ the
order states.

The petitioner,
Mutawalli Javed  Shaikh,
through the Nagina Masjid
waqf, stated that the entire
structure of the mosque,
which has existed since at

lest 1926 was demolished at
about  4am on May 20 in “
an unconsitiutional
amnner’’ and in violation of
the Gaujarat Municipalities
Act  and Waqf Act, despite
several representations
made regarding
owenership of the property.

It sought restoration of
the mosque and other Waqf
properties “ illegally demol-
ished and unsrped” by the
authorities and
compernsation for “illegal
treaspass, demolition and
usurping’’ the properties of
the pettitioner.

It also sought criminal
and disciplinary action
against the authorities for
hurting the religious senti-
ments of the petitioner and
others .

 According to the
prtition, the authorities on
May 15 began demolishing
a few shops in an anti-en-
croachment drive for the
Dahod Smart City  project
after issuing notices. How-
ever, they also started pul-
ing down shops belonging
to the trust without giving
any notice.

Driver gets 3 years in jail
for risking studens’ lives

Rajkot:  A bus driver  was
senteneced  for endagring
the lives of nearly 30
shoolchildren by taking the
vehicle on an overflowing
causeway near Maliya dur-
ing the 2017 floads in Morbi
districtOn July 27,2017, the
driver Lakha Boricha took
the bus of NIkhanth School
on the causeway despite re-
peated  warninigs from he
villageres, As a result,
resluted in the vehicle got
stranded and partially over-
turned due to turbulent wa-
ters and incessant rainfall.
Boricha abandoned the bus
and managed to flee.

 Locals mounted
Herculean efforts to safely
bring out students crying
bring out students criying
for help.

Sessions judge VA Bud-
dha convicted Boricha un-
der IPC section 308 (attempt
to commit cupable homide)
279( rash driving), and sec-
tions of the Motor Vehicle

Act.
In their statement to the

police, villagers said they
had warned  Boricha not to
risk the live of children but
he did not their advise.

Assistant public
prosecrutor Sanjay Dave
said, “ Boricha knew that the
water level was  high and
taking the  bus  on the
causeway was dangerous
for children’s lives. Still he
drove the bus on the cause-
way. when the bus half over-
turned, he saved his life and
abandoned the vechicle
there.” The prosecution sub-
mitted 12 oral evidence and

six-pieces of documentary
evidence to prove its case.

“ The court stayed the
execution of the sentence
for a month to allow the ac-
cused to file an appeal in the
higher forum,”  Dave added.

Considering the  hevay
rainfall warning,  the collec-
tor had sent out messages
at 4:30am to all school di-
recting them to remain
closed. A show-cause notice
was also issued to the
school for disobeying the
order. An offence was
lodged against Boricha and
he was arrested. He was out
on bail.

Duo lose 15L
each in online
work lure

Surat: A homemaker and
an accountant lost Rs 15 lakh
each to cyber crooks who
lured them into a paid online
work of rating films and lieing
products. Two separate of-
fences were lodged by the
homemaker Sarita Patil and a
33-year-old accountatnt.Patil
got a work-from-home offer
on her Telegram account on
January 31 from
@Aadarshini00  handle. The cr
giving ratings to movies on a
portal named
www.ambinfilmrating.com
She registered on the site nd
got Rs 700 as paoyment ac-
count after completing one
rrating task. Fraudsters won
her trustt

Three more suspected  links to al-Qaida held
Ahmedabad: One day

after the Gujarat ant-terror-
ist squad (ATS)  busted an
alleged al-Qaida module in
the city and arrested on per-
son, the agency’s officers on
Tuesday said they arrested
three more men in the case.

According to Gujarat
ATS officers, Munna  Khalid
Ansari and Azarul Islam,
who were living in Narol in
the citym were caught in
Gorakhpur, UP, while at-
tempting to flee the coun-
try.

Another man named
Abdul Latif Ansari was
caught in the Kalupur area
of the city.

 The three accused were
produced before a  local
court which sentt them to
seven days of custodial

interrogaion.
On Monday, ATS officers

had arrested Sojimiya
Ahmedali, a resident of
Soni ni Chali in Odhav ,and
said he had been living in
the city since December
2021.

 All four  were
Bangladesh nationals and
had  obtained fake Aadhar
cards and PAN cards in India,
through which they had
opened bank accounts.

ATS officers said the four
men. bers of the terror out-
fit were trained by handlers
besed in Bangladesh before
being sent to India.

The fourm men were
tasked with raising funds for
al-Qaida’s illegal activites,
redicalizing local youths
and persuading them to

join the terror outfit. They
were charged under the rel-
evant sections of the Indian
Penal Code and Sections
38,39 and of the Unlawful
Activites (Previention)
Act(UAPA).

Before entering India
illegaly, these youth were
trained by their handlers on
using encrypted chat
appllications and VPN’s They
had also contacted youths
from other states to
radicalize them.

ATS officers  said they
will conductan in-depth in-
vestigation into aspects
such as who  helped the four
cross the India-Bangladesh
border, their method of col-
lecting funds, local contacts,
and the number of people
radicalized by them.

Padma Shri Hemant Chauhan to be felicitated
in Ahmedabad by SC leaders of Gujarat

Noted folk singer and
bhajnik (singer of bhajans)
from Rajkot, Hemant
Chauhan, will be felicitated
by leading politicians of
the scheduled castes com-
munity in Gujarat at a func-
tion in Ahmedabad on Fri-
day, Wednesday an-
nounced the members of a
committee formed for the
purpose.

The committee – Padma

Shri Hemantbhai Chauhan
Nagrik Sanman Samiti – will
organise the felicitation
function at the Senate Hall
in Gujarat University. Gujarat
BJP president C R Paatil and
Ahmedabad mayor Kirit
Parar will participate in the
function.

BJP MP from
Ahmedabad West Lok
Sabha constituency Kirit
Solanki has been named as

the chairman of the com-
mittee which also has some
senior BJP leaders like
Ramanlal Vora and
Atmaram Parmar as its
members.Chauhan was
conferred with the presti-
gious Padma Shri award in
the field of literature and
music by the central gov-
ernment this year.

Political slugfest between BJP, Cong
at Surat tribal community event

A social event of the
Dodiya (tribal) community
in the Mahua taluka of Surat
turned into a political
slugfest as Congress MLA
Anant Patel criticised BJP
MLA Mohan Dodiya for
sporting a saffron cap. Ear-
lier at the event, MLA Dodiya
had emphasised the need
to separate politics from
such events.

The incident took place
at a social and cultural event
held by Disha Foundation,
an NGO working for the wel-
fare of the marginalised, for
the Dodiya community at
Vasrai village Monday.

Addressing the gather-
ing first, Dodiya suggested
putting in place rules and
regulations against political

leaders taking advantage of
the community.Disha Foun-
dation should make rules
and regulations for the
community as the commu-
nity should take benefit of
political leaders and not
vice-versa. There should be
people in Disha Foundation
who are not associated with
politics to ensure that the
NGO functions well. If poli-
tics enters the NGO, then it
would not benefit the com-
munity.

He soon left the event.
However, Congress’s Patel
took on Dodiya questioning
why the MLA came wearing
a saffron cap — a stark con-
trast to his statements. “Poli-
tics should not enter such
community gatherings.

‘No idea what was written in
FIR’: Rape survivor turns hostile

VadodaraIn a twist in
the alleged case of rape of a
24-year-old LLB student in
2021, in which a prominent
chartered accountant as
well as a former trustee of
the Kalika Mata Temple Trust
in Pavagadh were booked,
the survivor has turned
“hostile” during her deposi-
tion before the Vadodara
sessions court.

According to the lawyer
of the accused, the woman,
in her in-camera deposition
before Additional Sessions
Judge S M Mansuri, has said
that she “had no idea what
had been written in the FIR”,
as she could not read
Gujarati.The court declared
the woman “hostile” after
she refused to back the

prosecution case and de-
nied having complained
against the accused, who
have been accused of sexu-
ally assaulting her in
2021.The woman, in her
deposition that began on
May 19 and ended late
evening on May 22, has said
that she “did not approach
the police with a complaint
of rape against the
accused”.Advocate Hitesh G
accused — CA Ashok Jain
and Hemant Bhatt alias Raju,
former secretary of Kalika
Mata temple trust of
Pavagadh – said that the
woman informed the court
that her complaint was only
regarding “blackmail calls”
she received from unidenti-
fied persons.

The court posted the
matter for hearing next on
October 11 and granted
four weeks to Ranganathan
to file a response.

Earlier, filmmaker Vivek
Agnihotri had tendered an
in-person apology before
the high court for his tweets.

A division bench of Jus-
tices Siddharth Mridul and
Vikas Mahajan subse-
quently recalled the show-
cause notice for initiating
proceedings of criminal
contempt against Agnihotri
and also discharged him as
the alleged contemptor.

“He states that he has
the utmost respect for the
institution of the judiciary
and didn’t intend to willfully
offend the majesty of the
court,” the court had said.

‘Am a free speech absolutist’: Author
Anand Ranganathan in contempt case

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) In a suo motu crimi-
nal contempt case, author
Anand Ranganathan on
Wednesday told the Delhi
High Court that he is a “free
speech absolutist” and that
he did not comment or post
any tweet on Chief Justice of
the Orissa High Court, S.
Muralidhar.

The case pertains to
when, in 2018, Ranganathan
allegedly tweeted against
Justice Muralidhar in re-
spect of the judge’s order
quashing the order of house
arrest and transit remand of
activist Gautam Navlakha in
the Bhima Koregaon case.
As a result, contempt of
court proceedings were ini-
tiated against him.

Before a division bench

of Justices Siddharth Mridul
and Talwant Singh, the
author’s counsel advocate J.
Sai Deepak said that the
tweet was not with respect
to the issue in question and
that an affidavit will be filed
making the position clear.

Ranganathan, who ap-
peared in person, said: “I am
a free speech absolutist. I am
honoured to be here. I didn’t
comment on what the
judge said.”

To which, Justice Mridul
orally said: “So long as what-
ever you said is not scandal-
ous, you are free to say any-
thing.

“We are all for free
speech. There are occasions
when after we have said
something, we regret saying
that.”

HDFC Bank Opens Doors to New
Recruits with a Special Recruitment
Programme

Ahmedabad, May 24, 2023: HDFC Bank, India’s largest
private sector bank, has launched Future Bankers 2.0, a pan-
India recruitment programme to transform young gradu-
ates into banking professionals within one year*. To be of-
fered in association with the Manipal Global Academy of
BFSI, Future Bankers 2.0 is a one-year professional diploma
that aims to create a robust, future-ready talent pipeline
for HDFC Bank’s retail banking business – a key thrust area
for the bank. Future Bankers 2.0 offers an exciting mix of
classroom sessions, guest lectures, group discussions, role
plays, and field work. In addition to this, the programme
provides eight months of paid internship and on-the-job
training at HDFC Bank’s branch locations within the coun-
try to further strengthen a student’s grounding in banking
products, processes, compliance framework, and day-to-
day banking operations. Upon successful completion of the
course, a student will get a Postgraduate Diploma in Sales
&amp; Relationship Banking from Manipal Academy of BFSI
and an assured job opportunity as a personal banker at the
grade of Deputy Manager with HDFC Bank.
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SRINAGAR, Foreign delegates attending the G20 meeting at SKICC, in Srinagar
on Tuesday.UNI

Foreign delegates of  G20 tourism meeting enjoying Shikara ride in Dal lake, in Srinagar .UNI

SRINAGAR, Foreign delegates arriving to attend the G20 meeting at SKICC, in
Srinagar on Tuesday.UNI

Russia claims victory over 'Ukrainian
nationalists' in border region

Moscow, May 24 (IANS) "A Ukrainian nationalist
formation" that broke into Russia's Belgorod region
has been defeated, the Russian Defence Ministry
said."During a counter-terrorist operation, the na-
tionalist formation was blocked and destroyed due
to air strikes, artillery fire and active action by the
units of the Western Military District that covers the
state border," the Ministry said on Tuesday in a state-
ment. The "remaining nationalists" were pushed
back into Ukraine, where they continued to be hit
until wholly eliminated, the statement added. They
lost more than 70 people, four armoured fighting
vehicles and five pickup trucks, Xinhua news agency
reported. The Ukrainian side has denied involvement
in the incursion. Two anti-government paramilitary
groups in Russia were behind the operation in the
Belgorod region, which aimed to create a "security
strip" to protect Ukrainian civilians, a Ukrainian mili-
tary spokesperson said.The Belgorod region, located
next to Ukraine's Kharkiv region, has recently been
a centre of hostilities. On Tuesday, the region's gov-
ernor Vyacheslav Gladkov reported several drone
attacks that caused damage to local private residen-
tial buildings.

Ukraine to set up Marine Corps:
president

Kiev, May 24 (IANS) Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky has announced that his coun-
try will create the Marine Corps.

"Today I have the honour to announce that a
decision has been made to significantly increase the
potential of the Ukrainian Marines -- to create the
Marine Corps," Zelensky said on Tuesday in a post
on Telegram after visiting the frontline positions of
the Ukrainian army in the eastern Donetsk region.

The Ukrainian authorities will do their utmost to
make the Marine Corps an important and strong
branch of troops, he added as quoted by Xinhua
news agency report.The government will also work
to create new brigades of the Ukrainian Marines, he
said.The Ukrainian Naval Forces, a branch of the
Ukrainian Armed Forces, currently consists of surface
forces, naval aviation, marines, artillery, support units
and educational institutions.

Public investment in agri-food
systems up 22% in 2022: FAO report

Rome, May 24 (IANS) Public investment in sus-
tainable agriculture rose by more than a fifth last
year, according to the 2022 Annual Review released
by the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
Investment Centre.

The FAO Investment Centre monitors some 45
public investment projects in 32 countries, which it
said were worth $8.8 billion in 2022. This was an in-
crease of 22 per cent year-on-year, Xinhua news
agency reported.

The review said on Tuesday that the centre had
made some important achievements when viewed
"against the backdrop of volatile food, fertiliser, and
fuel prices, supply chain disruptions, conflict, the cli-
mate crisis, humanitarian emergencies, and the lin-
gering effect of the Covid-19 pandemic".

"We must act together, and quickly, to tackle
these global challenges for a healthier, more sustain-
able future that leaves no one behind," FAO Direc-
tor-General Qu Dongyu said.

Heavy rain death toll in Congo rises
to 443; heavy equipment needed: UN

United Nations, May 24 (IANS) With a continu-
ing emergency response to the heavy rains in Congo,
the official death toll has reached 443, UN humani-
tarians said.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs (OCHA) said on Tuesday that hundreds
of people were injured and many are missing from
the early May rains that triggered deadly flooding
and landslides. Rescuers and responders urgently
call for heavy equipment to excavate and bury bod-
ies, mainly in the Kalehe territory of eastern South
Kivu province, Xinhua news agency reported.

"Other top priorities are shelter and relocation
of survivors, food assistance and fixing roads and
bridges so we can reach people affected," OCHA
added.More than 3,000 houses and schools serving
more than 9,000 children were damaged, the hu-
manitarian office said.At least 17,000 people re-
ceived assistance since May 10, including food,
health care, shelter and psychosocial support, OCHA
said. Humanitarians provided more than 50,000 li-
tre of clean water daily to affected communities.

Italy approves massive emergency
aid package for flood-hit region

Rome, May 24 (IANS) Italy's Council of Ministers
have approved a wide-ranging emergency aid pack-
age to help victims of severe floods in the Emilia-
Romagna region.

The package, passed a week after unprec-
edented rainfall in the region, is worth more than 2
billion euros ($2.2 billion). The Council of Ministers
said on Tuesday that it was aimed at providing "re-
lief and assistance to the population and companies
affected by the flood, and to proceed rapidly to over-
come the emergency phase".

The package includes a temporary suspension
of payments for taxes, utilities, and government
loans; a payment of up to 3,000 euros for self-em-
ployed people who cannot work due to the flood-
ing; and tens of millions of euros in subsidies and
grants for businesses, infrastructure reconstruction,
and health and safety inspections for severely-hit
areas.Emilia-Romagna, which is home to the cities
of Bologna, Parma and Modena, began experienc-
ing heavy rainfall on May 1. Most of the worst dam-
age happened on May 16 and 17, when the region
received six months worth of precipitation within a
36-hour period.

Germany issues arrest warrant
against Lebanon's central bank
governor: Media

Beirut, May 24 (IANS) The German Public Pros-
ecutor has informed the Lebanese judiciary of is-
suing an arrest warrant against Lebanon's cen-
tral bank governor Riad Salameh, media re-
ported.

The move came after Lebanese Interior Min-
ister Bassam Mawlawi said on Friday that the
country had received an arrest warrant from the
Interpol against Salameh, and the judiciary au-
thorities had been discussing "attentively" on
whether they would grant its execution, Beirut-
based al-Jadeed TV network reported on Tues-
day.

On May 16, Salameh failed to appear before
French prosecutors in Paris to be questioned on
corruption charges, prompting French investiga-
tive judge Aude Buresi to issue an arrest warrant
against him.

Salameh is among the top Lebanese officials
blamed for the unprecedented financial crisis in
Lebanon, and he is being investigated, along
with his brother Raja, in Lebanon and abroad
over the alleged embezzlement of more than
$330 million from the Lebanese central bank,
Xinhua news agency reported.

Protesters rally in Jerusalem ahead
of contested state budget vote
Jerusalem, May 24

(IANS) Thousands of Israelis
rallied outside the Knesset
(parliament) building in
Jerusalem as lawmakers
gathered for marathon
votes on a contested state
budget.

The demonstrators'
leadership criticised in a
statement on Tuesday that
the budget will allocate "an
unprecedented" amount of
money to Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's allies,
Jewish ultra-Orthodox and
pro-settler parties. They
chanted against "the plun-
dering state budget" and
lifted a banner reading:
"Looters' government."

A series of votes in the
parliament on the budget
began on Tuesday evening,
with the final vote expected
to take place in the early
morning hours of Wednes-
day, Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Speaking at the start of
his coalition meeting in the

Knesset, Netanyahu said:
"Today we are passing a re-
sponsible budget."

Centrist Leader of the
Opposition, Yair Lapid, said
in a televised statement that
under the new budget, the
government will allocate 14
billion shekels (about $3.8
billion) to Netanyahu's po-
litical allies, ultra-Orthodox
and pro-settler parties and
organisations, instead of
spending them on creating
growth engines for the Is-
raeli economy, welfare and
fighting Israel's skyrocket-
ing cost of living.

Passing the budget has
been widely perceived as a
major test for Netanyahu's
governing coalition, which
was sworn in in late Decem-
ber. The far-right and ultra-
religious government
needs to pass the budget
before an end-of-the-
month deadline or the
Knesset will be dissolved, a
move that could lead to a
new round of elections.

Lebanese FM calls for resolving Syrian
refugee crisis through dialogue

Beirut, May 24 (IANS)
Lebanese Foreign Minister
Abdallah Bou Habib has
called for resolving the Syr-
ian refugee issue through
dialogue, media reported.

"The refugees' issue
must be resolved by a dia-
logue with European coun-
tries and not through the
attempt of some influential
European countries to im-
pose their stay in Lebanon
indefinitely," Bou Habib said
on Tuesday during a discus-
sion session held in Rome,
Italy, organised by the Italian
Society for International
Organisations."There is no
clear road map until now for
resolving their tragedy. Syr-
ian refugees have lived in

Lebanon for 12 years, await-
ing a solution," he added.

He said that the dis-
placed Syrians are not politi-
cal refugees but economic
refugees, and Lebanon's in-
ternal situation can no
longer tolerate their stay
there, Lebanon's National
News Agency reported.

The Minister added that
Lebanon is hosting the larg-
est number of refugees per
capita, with about two mil-
lion Syrian refugees living in
the country, and the figure
threatens to disrupt the
structure of Lebanese soci-
ety, Xinhua news agency
reported."There has always
been a balance between
Christians and Muslims

where they felt equal with
no preference given to one
over the other," he said.Bou
Habib also revealed that Syr-
ian President Bashar al-
Assad and other officials
had informed him that Syria
has 40 laws to ensure that
refugees, including oppo-
nents and dissidents, are not
punished in any way.Last
month, the Lebanese gov-
ernment asked the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees to provide
Lebanon's Interior Ministry
with data on the displaced
Syrians, aiming to tighten
refugee measures by can-
celling the "refugee status"
for those who had left the
Lebanese territory.

EU defence ministers fail to agree
on new military aid to Ukraine

Brussels, May 24 (IANS)
The defence ministers of
the EU member states
have failed to reach an
agreement on new mili-
tary aid to Ukraine, the
bloc's foreign policy chief
Josep Borrell said here.

Borrell said after
Tuesday's EU defence min-
isters' meeting that the
overwhelming majority of
member states had
backed a proposal to in-
crease the European Peace
Facility budget by 3.5 bil-

lion euros ($3.77 billion), al-
though he stressed that not
all of it will be used to assist
Ukraine."I still don't have
unanimity on this, and it's
still being discussed," he
said, adding that he ex-
pected the remaining
"hurdles" to be surmounted
soon. He recalled that more
than 10 billion euros in mili-
tary support have already
been provided to Ukraine.

Borrell said EU countries
had already provided
Ukraine with 2,20,000 artil-

lery shells and 1,300 mis-
siles since March. These
alone were worth 800 mil-
lion euros and the EU was
on track to provide one bil-
lion euros worth of ammu-
nition, Xinhua news
agency reported.

"Our aim is to provide
one million projectiles
over the next 12 months,"
he said, adding that the EU
had already trained 20,000
Ukrainian soldiers and was
on track to train 30,000 by
the end of the year.

UN chief urges upholding promise to
protect civilians caught in conflict

United Nations, May 24
(IANS) UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres has
urged upholding promise to
protect civilians caught in
conflict."Civilians have suf-
fered the deadly effects of
armed conflict for too long.
It is time we live up to our
promise to protect them,"
Guterres told the UN Secu-
rity Council debate on Tues-
day on the protection of ci-
vilians in armed conflict.

The world is failing to
live up to its commitment to
protect civilians during war-
time, the top UN official said,
urging greater respect for
international humanitarian
law, Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Last year, civilians ac-
counted for 94 per cent of
victims of explosive weap-
ons deployed in populated
areas, he added.

More than 117 million
people worldwide also
faced acute hunger in 2022,
primarily because of war
and insecurity, which he de-
scribed as "an outrage".

Guterres pointed to re-
cent action towards alleviat-
ing the impact of conflict on
civilians. For example, some
warring parties have taken
steps to protect children
and allow humanitarians to
access people in need.

Addressing food secu-
rity, he mentioned measures
such as the Black Sea Initia-
tive to export grain from
Ukraine amid the ongoing
war, as well as a memoran-
dum of understanding on
bringing Russian food and
fertiliser to global markets.

Last November, states
adopted a political declara-
tion on restricting or refrain-
ing from the use of explo-
sive weapons in populated
areas, which he urged all
countries to join.

The council also
adopted a resolution the fol-
lowing month which aims
to prevent UN sanctions
from harming civilians and
obstructing humanitarian
action."These modest steps
are welcome. But the ter-
rible truth is that the world

is failing to live up to its
commitments to protect ci-
vilians; commitments en-
shrined in international hu-
manitarian law," said
Guterres, referring to the
Geneva Conventions.

"We need action and ac-
countability to ensure it is
respected. That depends on
political will," he added.

The Secretary-General

urged the international
community to intensify ef-
forts to prevent conflict, pro-
tect civilians, preserve peace
and find political solutions
to war."Where war contin-
ues, all countries must com-
ply with international hu-
manitarian law and mem-
bers of this council have a
particular responsibility," he
said.

South Africa on high alert over
imported cholera infections
Johhanesburg, May 24

(IANS) The National Health
Department of South Africa
has said that it is on high
alert to prevent imported
cholera from crossing its
borders as the Southern Af-
rican region is experiencing
the outbreak."Given the on-
going cholera outbreak in
the Southern African region,
there's a high possibility of
continued importation of
cases to South Africa," said
Aneliswa Cele, an official

with the department, on
Tuesday.

The recent cholera out-
break in Hammanskraal,
north of Pretoria, South
Africa's administrative capi-
tal, has resulted in 15 fatali-
ties and more than 90
people have sought medical
help, Cele added.South Af-
rica detected its first two
cases of cholera in February
fro travelled back to
Johannesburg together
from Malawi, Xinhua news
agency reported.

Angry student suspected of
starting Guyana school dorm fire

Georgetown, May 24
(IANS) A female student
who was angry over her
mobile phone being confis-
cated by a teacher is sus-
pected to have started the
deadly fire that ripped
through a school dormitory
in Guyana earlier this week,
killing 19 children, police
said.

The fire occurred at
around 11.40 p.m. on Sun-
day night at the Mahdia Sec-
ondary School in central
Guyana. President
Mohamed Ifran Ali had
deemed the incident a "ma-
jor disaster".The victims
comprised 18 female stu-
dents and a minor boy.

In a statement on Tues-
day, the police said that "in-
vestigations so far into Sun-
day night's deadly fire at
Mahdia, which claimed the
lives of 19 persons, reveal
that a female student is sus-
pected of having set the
devastating fire because her
cellular phone was taken
away by the dorm's mother
and a teacher", CNN
r e p o r t e d . I n i t i a l l y ,
firefighting officials and the
police had indicated that

the blaze could have been
"maliciously set".

When the firefighters
first reached the spot on
Sunday night, the building
was already engulfed in
flames, but they still man-
aged to rescue some 20 stu-
dents by breaking down a
part of the building's wall.

The fire began while stu-
dents were asleep in the
dormitory, CNN quoted the
police statement issued on
Tuesday as saying.

"They (students) saw
fire/smoke in the bathroom
area, which quickly spread
in the building, causing sev-
eral students to receive
burns to their bodies and
smoke inhalation," it added.

At the time of the fire,
there were 57 female stu-
dents in the dormitory.

According to the local
media, the fire was so severe
that DNA testing was re-
quired to identify some vic-
tims, the BBC reported.

The school had also
housed students from in-
digenous communities.

President Ali has de-
clared three days of national
mourning.--IANS

Florida Governor to kick off 2024
bid on Twitter with Elon Musk

Miami, May 24 (IANS)
Ron DeSantis, the Republi-
can Governor of Florida, will
launch his bid for the 2024
US presidential election on
Wednesday during an
online appearance on Twit-
ter with outgoing CEO Elon
Musk, according to media
reports.

Musk confirmed the de-
velopment at a Wall Street
Journal event on Tuesday,
reports CNN.

"I will be interviewing
Ron DeSantis, and he has
quite an announcement to
make. And it will be the first
time that something like

this is happening on social
media and with real-time
questions and answers,
unscripted," the tech billion-
aire said, adding that he was
not planning to endorse any
candidate "at this time".

The Twitter Spaces con-
versation between Musk
and De Santish will take
place at 6 p.m. on Wednes-
day and will be moderated
by David Sacks -- a tech en-
trepreneur and major politi-
cal donor who contributed
just over $70,000 to the
Governor's political com-
mittee in 2021.

Twitter Spaces is a plat-

form that allows "creators"
to host live audio conversa-
tions that other users can
join and engage with.

An official launch video
from the DeSantis cam-
paign is expected later the
same evening, the BBC re-
ported.

The 44-year-old, who is
being viewed as former
President Donald Trump's
chief rival for the Republican
Party's nomination, is ex-
pected to file paperwork
declaring his candidacy
with the Federal Election
Commission this week, an
informed source told CNN.

Syria to arrange
weekly flights to
evacuate citizens
stranded in Sudan

Damascus, May 24 (IANS)
The Syrian government has
decided to arrange weekly
flights to evacuate Syrians
stranded in the war-ridden
Sudan, media
reported.During a meeting,
the Syrian cabinet tasked the
transportation and foreign
ministries with organising
the chartered flights, state
news agency SANA reported
on Tuesday.Since the clashes
broke out in Sudan on April
15, flag carrier Syrian airlines
had ceased operating flights
on a fixed schedule, Xinhua
news agency reported.

Lebanon's central bank to issue
large-denomination banknotes

Beirut, May 24 (IANS)
L a r g e - d e n o m i n a t i o n
banknotes of 500,000 and
1,000,000 Lebanese pounds
(LBP) are likely to be issued
in the country soon, local
media reported,

A joint session of parlia-
mentary committees on
Tuesday approved a bill per-
mitting Banque Du Liban
(BDL), Lebanon's central
bank, to issue notes worth
more than 100,000 LBP in
denomination, Xinhua news
agency reported citing local
media.If the bill is passed in
parliament, the new notes
will be printed.After four
years of economic crisis, the

national currency has lost
more than 98 per cent of its
value and the exchange rate
on the parallel market is cur-
rently around 94,000 LBP to
the dollar, over 62 times the
pre-crisis official rate of
1,507.5 LBP.The proposed
bill will merely solve the
practical problem of carry-
ing mass bundles of local
banknotes, but have abso-
lutely no impact on the
value of the currency itself,
the local media
added.According to the
BDL's website, the central
bank has issued banknotes
in 14 denominations since
its establishment in 1963.
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Fabindia brings on
“The Big Summer”!

New Delhi, This summer season is going to be differ-
ent. It will be Big on Choices, Bigger on Offers and the Big-
gest on Smiles! And it’s all happening at Fabindia, across
350+ stores, 129 Cities in 30 States/Union Territories.

Always loved for their summer styles across Indian and
Western Wear for the entire family,

The Big Summer celebrations also offer handcrafted
home décor, fine linens, tableware for your home. And
there’s a host of personal care products which are toxin-
free and loaded with Natural Bio-Actives for your skin.

Talking about the Big Summer at Fabindia, Mr. Ajay
Kapoor (President, Sales) of Fabindia said, “Summers have
always been a favorite time for our patrons to pick up their
seasons wardrobe – whether its for their everyday looks or
for travel and leisure. We wanted to turn the Summer of ‘23
into a celebration of the curation and experience that
Fabindia offers. From clothing, furniture or everyday beauty
essentials, this is an incredible opportunity for our shop-
pers to elevate their summer style and also upgrade their
homes with stunning pieces. And definitely to spread the
smiles with exceptional offers on these collections.”

Made from consciously procured raw materials and
handcrafted by a team of artisans across India, Fabindia is
known for its unmatched handcrafted and sustainable
products. Every Fabindia product promotes the rich heri-
tage of the country and reflects the brand's commitment
to quality and social responsibility. These timeless collec-
tions are made with care and precision and will be a fan-
tastic addition to your collection.

Surya Roshni launches
high wattage Battens

The company recently
introduced its wide range of
high wattage Battens with
the ‘Metallica’ series. The
product ranges from 20 to
60 w. The range is multi-pur-
pose that can be used in do-
mestic or commercial
decoratives.

The range is designed
keeping in view its aesthet-
ics as well as eye safety, re-
sulting in appropriate
brightness levels required
for varied applications
across all age groups.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Mr. Jitendra Agrawal,
CEO - Lighting & Consumer
Durables, Surya Roshnisaid
" At Surya, our efforts are
consistently for a progres-
sive and a healthy society.
Basis our recent research,
since all age groups need
"bright and more light" to
function properly, Surya is
very happy to launch High
wattage LED Battens, which
offer higher lighting, are en-
ergy efficient and good
looking at the same time.”

Mumbai, Surya Roshni,
one of India’s most re-
spected and trusted brands
for Lighting, Fans, Home Ap-
pliances, Steel Pipes, and
PVC pipes, has been using
its experience, technology
and innovation to make its
consumers’ life simpler &
healthier. Riding on its prin-
ciple, 'Keeping our ears to
the ground', the brand re-
cently made an attempt to
understand the challenges
faced by major strata of the
society.

The study concluded
the need of 'bright and
more light' amongst all age
groups, be it youngsters do-
ing artisan or any precision
work, senior citizens who
need more light to read and
do their daily chores or any-
one doing fine work like cut-
ting onions, knitting, non
stop reading, etc..the entire
spectrum needs high qual-
ity and sufficient functional
lighting which, Surya recog-
nizes and attempts to fill in
the requirement.

Top S.Korean mobile carriers fined
$25.4 mn for false ads on 5G speed
Seoul, May 24 (IANS)

South Korea's antitrust
regulator said on Wednes-
day it has decided to fine the
country's three mobile car-
riers a combined 33.6 billion
won ($25.4 million) for their
misleading advertisements
on the speed of the fifth-
generation (5G) network
services.

The move came after SK
Telecom, KT Corp. and LG
Uplus exaggerated the per-
formance of their 5G net-
work services, with their ad-
vertisements providing
speeds that can only be ob-
served in a limited environ-
ment, according to the Fair
Trade Commission (FTC).

"The three mobile carri-
ers have delivered false or
exaggerated information on
their services' speeds by de-
ceiving consumers that they
can experience 20Gbps
speed, which is only a target
in theory for the 5G technol-
ogy," the watchdog said in
a statement.

The FTC said while ad-

vertisements gave the im-
pression that users could
actually enjoy the maxi-
mum speed, the three mo-
bile carriers have failed to
verify that their services can
reach that level, reports

Yonhap news agency.
For example, SK Telecom

and KT claimed it takes only
0.8 second to download a
2GB movie file via the 5G
network, with LG Uplus also
claiming it takes just a sec-
ond to transmit a 2.5GB file
in their advertisements.

The three mobile carri-
ers claimed themselves to
be the provider of the fast-
est 5G service in South Ko-
rea, without offering veri-
fied test results.

"When the advertise-
ments were aired, the aver-

age download speed of the
three carriers' 5G services
were between 656 and
801Mbps, which is only 3 to
4 percent of 20Gbps," the
regulator said.

"Considering the
oligopolistic structure of the
mobile communication
market, we have concluded
that the three carriers' mis-
leading advertisements can
give a significant impact on
the fair trade rule of the mar-
ket," it added.

The recent penalty rep-
resents the second-largest
fine ever imposed by the
FTC for deceptive advertis-
ing. In 2017, Audi
Volkswagen was fined 33.7
billion won by the regula-
tory body for providing in-
correct information on cars'
emissions.SK Telecom,
meanwhile, said the FTC's
ruling was "regrettable."KT
and LG Uplus also released
a statement that they will
review the ruling as soon as
they receive relevant docu-
ments from the FTC.

Everything he touches turns to gold, and that's why
he's named Mahendra Singh Dhoni: Suresh Raina

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) Chennai Super Kings
booked a berth in the 2023
IPL finals after completing a
15-run win over the reign-
ing champions, Gujarat Ti-
tans on Tuesday at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai.

CSK's innings was spear-
headed by Ruturaj Gaikwad
scoring 60 runs en route to
a 173-run target for Gujarat.
The Titans couldn't match
up, getting bowled out with
157 runs on the board with
Shubman Gill as their big-
gest contributor, adding 42
runs. This will be Chennai's
10th appearance in the IPL
Finals and was their first win
against the Gujarat Titans
since the franchise's incep-
tion in the 2022 season.

MS Dhoni's sparkling
record as a captain in the IPL
has further improved by
him taking Chennai to their
10th Finals. He currently has
four titles to his name and
has moved one step closer
to winning his fifth.

JioCinema IPL expert
Suresh Raina hailed Dhoni's
ability to lead teams to this
late stage in the IPL consis-
tently, "Look at how they
reached the Finals, 14 sea-
son 10 Finals, I think it's a
great achievement. MS
Dhoni kept it simple. He de-
serves credit and Ruturaj

(Gaikwad) had told me that
CSK wants to win the title for
Dhoni. Entire India wants to
see Dhoni win the IPL. But
what we got to see today is
that it's very challenging to
beat Chennai on this
ground... Everything he
touches turns to gold, and
that's why he's named
Mahendra Singh Dhoni."

The dismissal of Hardik
Pandya in the sixth over
played a massive role in this
win for Chennai.

JioCinema IPL expert
Parthiv Patel explained the
careful instructions that
Dhoni passed on to
Maheesh Theekshana to en-
sure Pandya's wicket would
fall.

"MS Dhoni tried to tell
Theekshana to bowl within
the stump and treated the
off-side like a ring because
they gave no room to Hardik
and he didn't have the

chance to hit the ball from
below and find the gap be-
cause there were six fielders
on that side. There was only
one choice, to hit it over the
top, but the ball was on the
stump, which meant he had
to create his own room.
That's why he lost his wicket.
Nobody understands mo-
ments like that better than
MS Dhoni, what his team
needs in that particular mo-
ment, and which bowler is
needed. He understands
that well and that is why this
team can continuously
come back and every player
recognizes MSD's contribu-
tions."  The Super Kings are
not easy to beat, especially
at their home stadium
where the Qualifier took
place. JioCinema IPL expert
AB de Villiers explained how
teams walk into the
Chepauk Stadium intimi-
dated by CSK and Dhoni.

Focus will be on improving our defence
in next two games of Australia tour,
says Indian women's hockey team vice-
captain Deep Grace Ekka

Adelaide, May 24 (IANS) The Indian Women's
Hockey Team Vice Captain Deep Grace Ekka believes
that a strong defence line will be critical to the
team's chances of winning the final two matches of
their tour of Australia as well as putting up a strong
performance in the upcoming big tournaments like
the 19th Asian Games Hangzhou 2022.

Notably, the Indian team has played three games
against Australia, losing 2-4 and 2-3 in the first two
games, respectively, and coming from behind in the
third game to ensure a 1-1 tie. In their final two
games of the tour, the visitors will face Australia 'A'.

The Indian team demonstrated brilliant attack-
ing prowess in all three games, but they struggled
to keep Australia from scoring goals. Deep Grace
Ekka, the team's experienced defender, commented
on the same, saying, "Given that we played against
a strong team like Australia, we produced a good
show in the first three games, especially attacking-
wise, but we conceded quite a few goals, which
shouldn't be happening. Hence, we are focusing on
improving our defending in the next two games and
ending our tour on a high by winning the remain-
ing matches."

Paris 2024: Number of opening
ceremony spectators still undefined

Paris, May 24 (IANS) How many people will be
able to watch the first ever outdoor opening cer-
emony of an Olympic Games on site in the summer
next year? The answer is still unclear, as France's
Minister of the Interior Gerald Darmanin talked
about "hundreds of thousands of people" when
asked that question.

The opening ceremony of the Paris Olympic
Games will start at 8:24 pm (local time) on July 26,
2024, and will last three hours, confirmed Paris 2024
president Tony Estanguet in a press conference, as
the French government, the organising committee
and the French capital's mayor signed a security
protocol on Tuesday, reports Xinhua.Some 116
boats will be hired to transport over 10,000 athletes,
sailing six kilometers from Pont d'Austerlitz to the
Pont d'Iena, with several iconic monuments such as
Notre Dame, the Louvre and the Eiffel Tower serv-
ing as a backdrop.

IPL 2023: Happy for Dhoni, would be nice
to meet him in the final, says Hardik

Chennai, May 24 (IANS) Gujarat Titans (GT) skip-
per Hardik Pandya expressed his delight over MS
Dhoni's success after Chennai Super Kings (CSK)
secured a place in the IPL 2023 final.

He also mentioned that it would be delightful
to encounter him in the final match on Sunday.

Put into bat, the CSK opener Ruturaj Gaikwad
starred with the bat as he hit a flamboyant 60(44)
to lay the platform. Towards the end, Ambati Rayudu,
Ravindra Jadeja and Moeen Ali chipped in with cam-
eos as CSK managed to post a competitive total of
172/7.In reply, GT couldn't manage to build up any
significant partnerships as they kept losing wickets
at regular intervals. Ravindra Jadeja (2/18) and
Maheesh Theekshana (2/28) then spun a web
around the GT batters with spin, pace and bounce
as a collective bowling effort saw CSK bowl GT out
for 157 and cruise into their 10th IPL final.

IPL 2023: 'Dhoni can keep prolonging his career due to
Impact Player rule', says Dwayne Bravo

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) Dwayne Bravo ex-
pressed his belief that the
recently introduced Impact
Player rule in the IPL could
contribute to the extension
of MS Dhoni's tenure with
the Chennai Super Kings
(CSK).

Dhoni led the Super
Kings to a 15-run win over
Gujarat Titans in Qualifier
one of IPL 2023 at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium on
Tuesday. With this win, CSK
have reached a record 10th
IPL final.

Speaking to Star Sports,
Bravo said the Impact Player
rule in the IPL provides
Dhoni with an opportunity
to extend his IPL career, and
he further highlighted CSK
skipper's unparalleled skill
of maintaining a calm and
composed demeanor dur-
ing high-pressure situa-
tions.

"Hundred per cent (will
he return to play for CSK in
2024?), especially with the
Impact Player rule. He can
keep prolonging his career.
We bat really deep. I think
the likes of Ajinkya Rahane
and Shivam Dube, these
guys make a huge differ-
ence.

So, you don't require
much from MS. But his abil-
ity to keep us calm while the
team is under pressure is

unmatched," Bravo said.
After the match, Dhoni

shed light on his retirement
plans and said "he has
ample time to decide"
whether he will play an-
other edition of IPL, adding
that he will remain con-
nected to the team, whether
it be as a player or as a mem-
ber of the support staff.

"I don't know. I have 8-9
months to decide. The small
auction will be around De-

cember. So why to take that
headache right now? I have
ample time to decide. But, I
will always be there for CSK
whether it's in the playing
form or sitting somewhere
outside. I don't really know,"
Dhoni said at the post-
match presentation.

Aiming for their fifth IPL
title, CSK will play the sum-
mit clash at Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad on
May 28.--IANS

Jetlee, son of 'dhaba' owner, ready
to shine his sword in Lucknow

Lucknow, May 24 (IANS)
Fencer Chingakham Jetlee
Singh, who made his way
from Manipur to the Army
Sports Institute (ASI) in Pune
at the age of 15, is all set to
showcase his skills once
again at the Khelo India Uni-
versity Games (KIUG) 2022,
here.

Jetlee participated in
the games for the first time
in Bengaluru last year and
won two gold medals (indi-
vidual and team).

At the age of 21, Jetlee
is currently representing
Guru Nanak Dev University.
As a first-year student, Jetlee
is practicing at ASI Pune,
which is also a SAI National
Centre of Excellence, these
days and is confident about
his good performance in the
upcoming KIUG 2022, which

is set to take place in Uttar
Pradesh for the first time.
Jetlee said, "I am confident
about performing well in
KIUG 2022. I am working
hard for it."Jetlee's father
runs a dhaba in the Imphal
East district of Manipur. He
was named as a TOPS Devel-
opment Athlete in 2022.
Among his three siblings,
Jetlee, the youngest, said,
"My father runs a fast food
dhaba in Imphal East dis-
trict. My mother assists him
in his work. My brother is
searching for a job after
completing his studies, and
my sister is already married."

Jetlee came to SAI ASI
Pune in 2016 and has been
staying there since. Talking
about his journey to Pune,
he said, "In 2014, I won a
medal in a national event.

JioCinema breaks all records;
concurrent viewership touches
2.5 cr during CSK-GT match

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) The Chennai Super
Kings vs Gujarat Titans
match on Tuesday has
clocked the highest ever
concurrent viewership on
JioCinema.

The final overs of the
second innings of the
match saw the concurrent
viewership on JioCinema
touching 2.5 crore, which
is now a world record for
the most number of con-
current viewers.CSK made
its way to finals by win-
ning the playoff match by
16 runs.The previous
viewership record on
JioCinema is of 2.4 crore,

registered during the CSK
versus RCB match on April
17. JioCinema has been
free streaming IPL matches
for all viewers.

In terms of engage-
ment, JioCinema contin-
ues to set new bench-
marks every day. The total
video views on the plat-
form have already crossed
over 1300 crore video
views, setting a world
record.The streaming app
has been adding millions
of new viewers for IPL on
daily basis. The average
streaming time per match
per viewer has already
zoomed past 60 minutes.

NEW DELHI,  Union Minister Piyush Goyal and RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das and others during the CII
Annual Session 2023, in New Delhi on Wednesday. UNI

Snapchat. My AI can recom-
mend birthday gift ideas for
your BFF, plan a trip for a
long weekend or even sug-
gest a recipe for dinner.
Snapchatters can also
customise My AI with their
own unique name and se-
lect a Wallpaper for their
Chats.

As the Snapchat com-
munity continues to grow in
India, Snap is building its
team and enhancing its op-
erations with hires across a
variety of roles to better
serve the Indian
Snapchatter community.

Snapchat’s large, unique
audience, brand-safe envi-
ronment, and innovative
advertising solutions has
made it a valuable partner
for brands and partners
alike. Indians have em-
braced AR technology and
are enjoying a new world of
shopping while brands are
effectively harnessing the
tech to deliver creative
storytelling.

Snapchat reaches over 200 Mn.
monthly active users in India

Mumbai, Snap Inc. an-
nounced a milestone of over
200 million monthly active
Snapchatters in India, one of
the company’s leading glo-
bal growth markets. Snap
continues to invest in India
through a localised platform
experience, local content
initiatives and partnerships,
and a dedicated focus on
regional creators via Spot-
light and Stories, all helping
Snap reach this significant
milestone.

Ensuring relevance to
local users has remained
critical for Snapchat in India,
with now more than 120
Million  Indian Snapchatters
watching content across
Stories and Spotlight, the
fourth and fifth tabs of the
app. Spotlight, Snapchat's
user-generated entertain-
ment platform, continues
significant growth with time
spent in India on Spotlight
more than tripling . This
strong engagement is em-
powering a new generation

of creators to build audi-
ences via Snapchat while
making their passion for
content creation
monetizable and accessible.

Ajit Mohan, President,
APAC, Snap Inc.“I am thrilled
to have joined Snap at a
time where the momentum
among our Indian commu-
nity has never been stron-
ger. We see incredible po-
tential for partners, creators,
and brands to build com-
munities and businesses on
Snapchat, and we couldn’t
be more excited about our
future. Young India has par-
ticularly valued the healthy
and private environment
that has been at the heart of
our experiences and this will
continue to be our focus
going forward.”

Snapchat fosters fast,
fun communication with
friends and family, and now
Snapchatters in India will
have access to My AI, a new,
experimental AI-powered
chatbot customised for

Pune: India’s largest
luxury carmaker Mercedes-
Benz India today introduced
the new A 200 Limousine
and the dynamic Mercedes-
AMG A 45 S 4MATIC+ Face
Lift.

With perfectly balanced
proportions, and high-qual-
ity attention to detail in its
design, featuring the latest
MBUX and New Generation
Telematics (NTG7), the new
Mercedes-Benz A-Limou-
sine presents itself as more
intelligent, and stylish with
enhanced convenience fea-
tures. The A 200d will be
launched in Q4 of 2023.

The Mercedes-AMG A 45
S 4MATIC+ comes with
powerful 2.0-litre turbo-
charged four-cylinder en-
gine. The car is now more
intelligent and intuitive and
proudly dons the presti-
gious AMG crest on the
front – a testimony to its
‘One Man, One Engine’ heri-

Mercedes-Benz launches a Limousine
and AMG A 45 S 4MATIC+ in India

tage.
Santosh Iyer, Managing

Director & CEO, Mercedes-
Benz India -A 200 Limousine
Face Lift is priced at INR
45.80 Lakhs (All India ex-
showroom). The 8-year war-
ranty for Engine & Transmis-
sion continues to be offered
as a standard, The price of
Mercedes-AMG A 45 S
4MATIC+ Face Lift starts
from INR 92.50 Lakhs (All In-
dia ex-showroom). Launch
of the A-Class Limousine
was a strategic decision,
leading to an outstanding

customer response for the
limousine. Inspired by A-
Class success, we are now
introducing an upgraded
New A-Class with design
changes and significant
tech enhancements. The A-
Class limousine promises a
dynamic road presence
complemented by tech- en-
abled personalized and el-
evated driving experience. It
will continue to appeal to
the evolving aspirations of
today’s dynamic, tech-savvy,
young clientele aspiring for
a Mercedes-Benz.”

BigBloc Construction Ltd Reports
Net Profit of Rs. 30.14 crore in FY23

enue, EBITDA and Net Profit
reported on a yearly basis.
Company is growing
strength to strength, deliv-
ering robust operational
and financial performance
maintaining healthy growth
in revenue, margins and
profitability.

Strategic growth initia-
tives, operational efficiency
and commitment to launch-
ing environment-friendly
and sustainable building
products will contribute
healthy growth and
maximise value for all stake-
holders in the medium to
long term. We expect the
growth momentum to con-
tinue and expect to get fur-
ther boost in coming years.”

For the Q4FY23, com-
pany reported consolidated
net profit of Rs. 5.56 crore on
total income of Rs. 47.24
crore. EBITDA for Q4FY23
was reported at Rs. 11.30
crore.

Surat, BigBloc Construc-
tion Limited, one of India’s
largest manufacturers of
Aerated Autoclaved Con-
crete (AAC) Blocks, Bricks
and Panels has reported
consolidated net profit of Rs.
30.14 crore (PAT margin
15.0%) for the Financial year
ended March 2023, growth
of 87.4% Y-o-Y as compared
to the net profit of Rs. 16.08
crore (PAT margin 9.2%) in
FY22.

Total income during
FY23 was reported at Rs.
200.94 crore, rise of 14.3% Y-
o-Y as compared to total in-
come of Rs. 175.78crore in
FY22. EBITDA for FY23 stood
at Rs. 50.84 crore (EBITDA
Margin 25.3%), rise of 83.5%
as against EBITDA of Rs.
27.70 crore (EBITDA Margin
15.8%) in FY22. EPS for FY23
stood at Rs. 4.28 per share.
The Company has recom-
mended 20% dividend, Rs.
0.40 per share on the face

value of Rs. 2 per share for
the FY 2022-23.

The Company’s wholly
owned subsidiary – Bigbloc
Building Elements Pvt Ltd
has recently commenced
commercial production of
5-lakh cubic meter (cbm)
per annum AAC Block plant
at Wada in Palghar,
Maharashtra to meet grow-
ing demand of AAC blocks
in Western India. At full ca-
pacity, Wada plant is ex-
pected to generate rev-
enues of Rs. 200 crore per
year and will employ around
350-400 people at the plant.

Commenting on the de-
velopment, Mr. Narayan
Saboo, Chairman, Bigbloc
Construction Ltd said, “We
feel proud to inform all our
stakeholders that the com-
pany is progressing well on
its long-term growth
roadmap. The Company has
reported excellent numbers
for FY23 with highest Rev-
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Alibaba to make significant job
cuts amid IPO plans

Hong Kong, May 24 (IANS) Chinese internet gi-
ant Alibaba is making significant job cuts, reportedly
around 7 per cent of its workforce, as it plans sepa-
rate IPOs for its various business groups.

In March, Alibaba Group planned to split into six
business groups and launch separate public listings,
triggering mass layoff, according to a Nikkei Asia
report.Now, Alibaba has reportedly begun inform-
ing affected staff in its Cloud division about layoffs.
The company is offering severance packages to the
impacted employees and also plans to transfer some
workers to other parts of its business verticals.
Alibaba employed over 235,000 people (as of
March).Last week, Alibaba CEO Daniel Zhang had de-
tailed the restructuring of its Cloud division. Earlier,
the Chinese tech giant said it was planning to split
the company into six business units, and each unit
will explore fundraising or IPOs (initial public
offerings).The six units will include the Cloud Intelli-
gence Group, Taobao Tmall Commerce Group, Local
Services Group, Cainiao Smart Logistics Group, Glo-
bal Digital Commerce Group, and Digital Media and
Entertainment Group.

Richard Branson's rocket company
Virgin Orbit sold for $36 mn, shuts biz

San Francisco, May 24 (IANS) Virgin Orbit, the
bankrupt rocket company founded by British billion-
aire Sir Richard Branson, has shut down operations
after selling its business to three aerospace compa-
nies for about $36 million in a bankruptcy auction.
Rocket Lab bid $16.1 million for the company's head-
quarters in Long Beach, California. Stratolaunch was
awarded its $17 million "stalking horse" bid for Virgin
Orbit's 747 jet. Launcher, a subsidiary of Vast Space,
bought the company's facility in Mojave, California for
$2.7 million, reportsCNBC."As Virgin Orbit embarks on
this path, the management and employees would like
to extend their heartfelt gratitude to all stakeholders,"
the company said in a statement.In April, Virgin Orbit
laid off nearly 85 per cent of its workforce -- about 675
employees -- after it failed to secure key funding.Rocket
Lab said the Virgin Orbit assets will improve its produc-
tion, manufacturing, and test capabilities, especially in
developing its larger Neutron rocket.Virgin Orbit's six
rockets in various stages of manufacturing assembly, and
its intellectual property, are yet to be sold.

Lenovo India logs $1.9 bn in FY23, over
5 mn products being made locally

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) Consumer technol-
ogy major Lenovo on
Wednesday said that it reg-
istered a total of $1.9 billion
revenue in India in FY22-23.

After a year of industry
and global uncertainties,
Lenovo sais it is witnessing
positive signs of the market
stabilising and expects the
entire PC and smart devices
market to resume year-to-
year growth in the second
half of 2023.

"While we are experienc-
ing a cyclical slowdown in
the PC segment, our growth
engines of Solutions and
Services Group (SSG),
Motorola, and Infrastructure

Solutions Group (ISG), have
played a pivotal role in miti-
gating the downturn,"
Shailendra Katyal, Manag-
ing Director, Lenovo India,
said in a statement.

"We have supported this
growth by investing in nur-
turing local talent and capa-
bilities in India and continue
to expand our local manu-
facturing presence, with
over 5 million products be-
ing made in India," he
added.

While Group revenue
was impacted due to the
softness in the device mar-
ket, revenue from non-PC
businesses reached a fiscal
year high of nearly 40 per

cent, fuelled by Solutions
and Services Group (SSG)
and Infrastructure Solutions
Group (ISG)."Our clear strat-
egy is working, and our op-
eration is resilient, even in
the face of global uncertain-
ties. Going forward, we will
continue to invest in R&D to
capture the next wave of
growth opportunities, so we
are well prepared for the fu-
ture," said Yuanqing Yang,
Chairman and CEO.

In the India traditional
PC market, Lenovo was sec-
ond with a 15.7 per cent
share in Q1 2023 despite
witnessing a decline of 37.5
per cent YoY, according to
the latest IDC report.

Hyundai Motor India introduces transformational HR practices
to become industry-leading 'role-based organisation'

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) Hyundai Motor India
Ltd., the countrys first smart
mobility solutions provider
and largest exporter since
inception, has ushered in a
reimagined and co-created
role based organisation
structure to augment its vi-
sion 'Progress for Humanity.

The industry-inspiring
organisational transforma-
tion is aimed to make
Hyundai Motor India future
ready with leaner responsi-
bility levels, fostering agile

work networks, establishing
avenues to exhibit talent
and progress through flu-
idic career streams, aiding in
immersive learning thus set-
ting the stage for employees
to evolve on their journey to
professional excellence.

Commenting on the
milestone transformation,
Unsoo Kim, MD & CEO,
Hyundai Motor India Ltd.,
said: "True to Hyundai's pio-
neering spirit, the Role
Based Organization is envis-
aged to make Hyundai Mo-

tor India smarter and future
ready.

Every Hyundai-an is sup-
ported through this trans-
formation to realize his or
her fullest potential through
agile experiences,
immersive learning and ac-
celerated development op-
portunities. This affirms our
belief in a future with infi-
nite possibilities and helps
charter our course, ensuring
Progress for Humanity."

The end-to-end 'Em-
ployee-First' transforma-

tional exercise was com-
pleted in record time with
strategic inputs and support
from Deloitte India.

"We take great pride in
our collaboration with
Hyundai for this leadership
development and people
transformation initiative on
setting up a role based or-
ganization. Deloitte is ac-
tively supporting
organisations across various
sectors as they embark on
transformative initiatives to
navigate the dynamic busi-
ness environment. Automo-
tive industry, in particular, is
known for its rapid evolu-
tion, and it has been a great
opportunity to work with
Hyundai, who are at the
forefront of advancing their
products, systems, and
people processes," said
Sathish Gopalaiah, President
-- Consulting, Deloitte South
Asia.--IANS

Tesla will pick new factory location
this year, India a contender: Musk
San Francisco/New

Delhi, May 24 (IANS) Elon
Musk will likely pick a new
location for a Tesla factory
by the end of this year and
according to him, India is
very much part of his
scheme of things if all goes
well.

In an interview with Wall
Street Journal, when asked
if India is an interesting
choice for a new Tesla loca-
tion, Musk responded: "Ab-
solutely".

In March this year, Musk
selected Mexico for the next
Tesla Gigafactory. Tesla has
several factories in the US,
including in Fremont, Cali-

fornia. The electric car-
maker also has factories
near Berlin, Germany and
Shanghai, China.

Reports surfaced earlier
this month that a team of

senior Tesla executives was
reportedly planning to visit
India to explore entering the
niche EV market and ex-
pand its footprint beyond
China.

According to a
Bloomberg report, citing
sources, the discussions
with senior India leadership
was to revolve around the
possibility of local sourcing
of components for Tesla's
car models.

Musk has time and again
said that he faced chal-
lenges from the govern-

ment for releasing its prod-
ucts in India. "Tesla isn't in
India yet due to "Challenges
with the government," he
had posted.

The team he hired in In-
dia in 2021 was diverted to
focus on the Middle-East
and the larger Asia-Pacific
markets last year.

Several top Indian lead-
ers made repeated appeals
to Musk to bring Tesla to In-
dia but to no avail.

Currently, India levies
100 per cent tax on the im-
ported cars of price more
than $40,000 (Rs 30 lakh),
inclusive of insurance and
shipping expenses, and cars
less than $40,000 are sub-
ject to 60 per cent import
tax. With a $40,000 (over Rs
30 lakh) price tag, Tesla
Model 3 may remain as an
affordable model in the US
but with import duties, it
would become
unaffordable in the Indian
market with an expected
price tag of around Rs 60
lakh.

JAYATMA ENTERPRISES LIMITED
(Formerly known as Jayatma Spinners Limited)

Regd. office :- 2nd Floor, 1, Laxminagar Co-op Hou. Soc. Ltd., B/s Naranpura Post Office,
Naranpura, Ahmedabad – 380013 Website :- www.jayatmaenterprise.com :

Mail us on :- cs@jayatma.com : Ph. No. : - 079 - 27682700 CIN : L17110GJ1979PLC003355

Date : 24.05.2023
Place : Ahmedabad.

By Order of the Board
For, Jayatma Enterprises Limited

Sd/- Nirav K. Shah (DIN : 00397336)
Chairman & Managing Director

Note: The above is an extract of the detailed format of Standalone Audited Financial
Results filed with the Stock Exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing
Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of
Standalone Audited Financial Results are available on the Company’s website i.e.
www.jayatmaenterprises.com and website of stock exchange i.e. www.bseindia.com.

EXTRACT OF AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR
THE FOURTH QUARTER/YEAR ENDED ON 31.03.2023

(RS. IN LACS)

PARTICULARS
31.03.2022
(Audited)

1 Total income from
operations (net) 23.07 24.43 21.00 81.1 85.40

2 Net Profit / (Loss) from
ordinary activites before
tax,exceptional and/or
extra ordinary items 5.60 10.03 6.72 33.36 41.17

3 Net Profit / (Loss) for the
period before tax (after
Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items) 5.60 10.03 6.72 33.36 41.17

4 Net Profit / (Loss) for the
period after tax (after
Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items) 8.49 9.56 8.47 36.16 29.32

5 Equity Share Capital 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00
6 Reserves (excluding

Revaluation Reserve as
shown in the Balance
Sheet of previous year) 380.67 344.51

7 Earning Per Share (In
rupees before/after
extraordinary items)
(of Rs. 10/- each)
Basic : 0.28 0.32 0.28 1.21 0.98
Diluted : 0.28 0.32 0.28 1.21 0.98

31.03.2023
(Audited)

Sr.
No. 31.03.2022

(Audited)
31.12.2022
(Unaudited)

31.03.2023
(Audited)

Quarter Ended Year Ended

Vapi Nagarpalika-Vapi
396191. Ta-Vapi, Dist-Valsad
( Health Department Solid Waste Management)

 (Short term public tenders) (2nd Trial)
Online prices are solicited for the following works from the Contractors who have
the right qualification and are willing to do the work invited by office of The Chief
Officer, Vapi Municipality Shahid Dhansukhbhai Marg, Vapi-396191, Tel 0260-
2463378. Further details of the tender will be seen on https://
vapimunicipality.nprocure.com and https://www.nprocure.com website.
Technical Bid EMD, Tender Fee, and other physical documents has to be
submitted with seal and cover at Vapi Nagarpalika Office by RPAD/Speed Post
only before the last date of submission of physical documents. All rights to reject
or accept the tender without any reason lies in the power of The Chief Officer-
Vapi Nagarpalika by the municipal office during office hours.

INF/Valsad/132/2023

Sr.                    Name of Work 1. Estimate cost 3. Tender Fee
No. 2. Tender fee 4. Time Limite

5. Category
1. Selection of Legacy Work Management Solution for 1. Rs.2,64,00,000/- 3. Rs.7,92,000/-

Vapi Nagarpalika by Bio Remediation and Bio Mining 2. Rs.15,000/- 4. 06 Month
process at Survey no.113, 114, 115,116, & 128 5.  As per tender
Chandor Village. Ta.Vapi Dist.Valsad under Swachh Documents
Bharat Mission 2.0 (2nd Trial)
Online Tender Start Date 26/05/2023
Online Tender Download And End Date 05/06/2023 17:00 hrs
Last Date For Submission of Technical Bid, EMD, 08/06/2023 17:00 hrs
And Tender Fee. by RPAD and Speed post only.
Tender opening Approximate Date 9/06/2023 Afternoon 12:39 hrs

(if Possible)

Sign
Kashmira Hemal Shah

President
Vapi Municipality

Sign
Shailesh B.Patel

Chief Officer
Vapi Municipality

GUJARAT WATER SUPPLYAND SEWERAGE BOARD
TENDER NOTICE NO.SK/RC/01 of 2023-24

“Fixed Quantity tender”

Last Date of Online and Physical Submission of Tender: 01/06/2023 at
18.00 Hrs
Bid Opening Date: 02/06/2023 at 15:00 Hrs
Contact Office: Executive Engineer, Public Health Mechanical Store Division,
“A” Block, Patnagar Yojan Bhavan, 2nd Floor, Near GH-4, Sector-16,
Gandhinagar-382 016, Gujarat State Tel/fax. No. (079) 23222844,
9978493321  GWSSB has all the right to cancel a tender without reason.
The detailed tender notice and tender documents are available on
www.nprocure.com For Village Level Drinking water Complaint Please
Contact our Toll Free No. :1916

Sr.                                 Item Tener ID.No.
No.
1 Supply of various items like capacitor, Relay 594770

contractor, mcb, mccb, etc for cubical
control panel 3 HP upto 30 HP for fix
quantity tender (From Indian Manugacturers
only) As & When  Basis (GWSSB approved
vendors/ GETCO approved vendors)

INF/412/23-24

 Narmada, Water Resources, Water Supply & Kalpsar
Departmant

Tender Notice No. B-1/02/2023-24 (Second attempt)
In the name of Governor of Gujarat State the Executive

Engineer,  Water Resources Investigation Division, 312
M.S.Building Bhuj (Ph: 02832223502) is inviting online tenders
for Construction of 2 Nos. Small River Checkdam at Various
village of Taluka Bhachau District Kachchh (Bhachau-4 &
Chopadva-4 Small checkdam,) Estimated Cost
Rs.25.16.689/- Lakhs from Govt. Registered Contractors in “E-
1 Class & Above class”

Agency must have to submit All the Documents by scanning
online &  Physically too. Bid documents & other details for
the works will be available on our website http://
nwr.nprocure.com by Dt.23/05/2023 up to Dt.06/06/2023.

Contractor has to Upload D.D and E.M.D. and Other
Supporting Documents online. Same document must be
submitted Physically Before Dt.13/06/2023. Up to 18.00 Hrs.
and  Tender will be Open on Dt.14/06/2023, 11.45 A.M. (If
Possible).

Bid documents & other details for the work will be available
on our website https://nwr.nprocure.com For any query please
contacts our above mentioned office.

DDI/KUTCH/200/2024

India Cements to monetise about 1,000
acres land in TN, posts loss for FY24

Chennai, May 24 (IANS)
Cement major The India
Cements Ltd is on the
verge of monetising about
1,000 acres in Tamil Nadu’s
Tirunelveli District, said a
top company official.

He also said the com-
pany will be taking steps
to reduce its  var iable
costs and the debt this
fiscal.

The company closed
FY24 with a net loss of Rs

188.22 crore (FY23 Profit
Rs 38.98 crore) on a rev-
enue of Rs 5,380.81 crore
(Rs 4,713.11 crore).

Speaking to reporters
here on Wednesday
N.Srinivasan, Vice Chair-
man and Managing Direc-
tor said the company has
large land holdings in
Tirunelveli District and is
on the verge of
monetising about 1,000
acres.

He said negotiations
are on with a land
aggregator.

Last year around this
time, Srinivasan had said
the company has about
26,000 acres in Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu
and the surplus land will
be monetised to cut
down debt and for capex.

Srinivasan also said
the company is not in a
distress sale mode.

On the plans to refur-
bish the plants in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana at
an outlay of Rs 1,500 crore
to Rs 1,600 crore
Srinivasan said the con-
sultant has submitted the
repor t  and it  is  being
evaluated.

Quick-commerce spurs gig jobs in India,
68% rise in delivery job seekers

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) With the expansion
of quick-commerce services,
the delivery jobs are back in
demand in India and there
was a 68 per cent rise in job
seeker interest for delivery
executive positions from
April 2021 to April 2023, a
report showed on
W e d n e s d a y . C h e n n a i ,
Hyderabad and Bengaluru
top the list of cities with a
total of 30 per cent job
seeker interest in the past
year, according to the report
by leading job portal In-
deed.

Job postings on the por-
tal for delivery executives
also shot up by 17 per cent
in the same period.

There continues to be a
trend for on-demand ser-
vices for categories such as
food, groceries, retail, and
online shopping.More re-
cently, this demand peaked
during sports events and
match days, leading to the
rising demand for delivery
executives across cities.
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NEW DELHI, Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Union Sports Minister Anurag
Thakur and Union Minister for Culture G. Kishan Reddy during a press confer-
ence on significant historical event celebrating Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, in New
Delhi on Wednesday. UNI
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ED raiding homes of close associates:
AAP leader Sanjay Singh

New Delhi, May 24 (IANS) AAP leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh on Wednesday alleged that
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) was conducting
search operations at the premises of his close asso-
ciates, Ajit Tyagi and Sarvesh Mishra.

The ED has not made any official statement so
far, but sources said the search operation was being
held in connection with the Delhi excise policy scam
case.  "Modi's 'gundagardi' is at its peak. I am fighting
against Modi's dictatorship. I exposed the fake inves-
tigation by the ED in front of the whole country. The
ED admitted its mistake. When they couldn't find
anything, today ED raided the homes of my col-
leagues Ajit Tyagi and Sarvesh Mishra. "Sarvesh's fa-
ther is suffering from cancer. This is the height of in-
justice. No matter how much crime is committed, the
fight will continue," Singh tweeted in Hindi.The ED
has filed one charge sheet and three supplementary
charge sheets in the excise policy scam case.Further
details are awaited.

TN govt on alert over rise in
Covid-19 cases

Chennai, May 24 (IANS) Amid concerns over ris-
ing Covid-19 cases in the state, the Tamil Nadu health
department has issued an alert to contain the spread-
ing virus.On Tuesday, the number of fresh infections
rose to 13, which was almost double the previous
day's figure.While three persons in Chennai and two
in Coimbatore tested positive for Covid-19, one each
tested positive in Chengalpattu, Salem, the Nilgiris,
Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli and Vellore as per the Di-
rectorate of Public Health , Tamil Nadu.

Two persons who arrived at Chennai from UAE
and Singapore also tested positive.The state public
health department has directed the district health
officers to tighten its vigil.

BSP will reach out to youth in UP
to counter Bhim Army

Lucknow, May 24 (IANS) The Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP), that had avoided banking on young blood, is
now apparently feeling threatened by the growing
influence of the Bhim Army among Dalit youth.

The Bhim Army has been rapidly making inroads
among the Dalit youth and its leader Chandra
Shekhar is popular among them.

BSP President Mayawati has now told her party
cadres to bring in youth and give them responsibil-
ity in the party. The party will decentralise responsi-
bilities and assign more of its workers the important
work within the party structure. Mayawati has already
appointed her nephew Akash Anand as the party’s
national coordinator but he lacks visibility and out-
reach among the cadres. The BSP has its focus on Lok
Sabha 2024 elections and is keen to retain its national
party status. The party also wants to do well in the
assembly elections in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh and Telangana in 2023, said sources.

Gold valued over Rs 1.81 cr
seized at Hyderabad Airport

Hyderabad, May 24
(IANS) Customs officials at
Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA) in Hyderabad
seized gold valued over Rs
1.81 crore from a passenger
who had arrived from Dubai
on Wednesday.

Acting on specific infor-
mation, the Air Intelligence
unit of Hyderabad Customs,
RGIA intercepted a male
passenger who arrived from
Dubai by Emirates flight EK-
524 at 3 a.m.

On checking the person
and baggage, Customs offi-
cials found an emergency
light. On thorough checking
of the emergency light, gold
in the shape of a battery
having weight of 2,915
grams was found to be con-

cealed in the battery por-
tion of the emergency light.

The gold recovered is
valued at Rs 1,81,60,450. The
Customs officials seized the
same and arrested the pas-
senger under the Indian
Customs Act, 1962.

Further investigation is
in progress.The Customs de-
partment has seized the
gold at RGIA for the second
day in a row. On Tuesday,
gold worth over Rs 1.13
crore was seized from three
passengers who had arrived
from Riyadh.

The passengers had
concealed the gold in paste
form in their shoes. Gold of
total net weight 1818.98
grams valued at Rs
1,13,13,558 was seized.

Bihar minor kills younger
sister with help of boyfriend
Patna, May 24 (IANS)

With the help of her boy-
friend, a 13-year-old girl in
Bihar's Vaishali district killed
her younger sister, a police
official said.

The incident took place
in Jandaha block and the
two accused were arrested
on Tuesday.

After committing the
crime, the two had kept the
nine-year-old's body in a
box inside the girl's house.

As the body began to rot
emanating a foul smell, they
then chopped the body,
burnt it with acid and threw

it in the backyard of the
house.Vaishali SP Ravi
Ranjan Kumar said the inci-
dent came to light only af-
ter some villagers spotted
the remains and informed
the local police."We then
sent a dog squad and FSL
team to the crime scene. The
team collected the remains
and investigations revealed
that it belonged to a minor.
Accordingly, we launched a
probe into missing children
in area and found that a
nine-year-old girl had disap-
peared on May 16 and her
remains were recovered on

May 19. We then sent the
evidence to the lab and an
autopsy was also con-
ducted. Once we had
enough proof, we arrested
the two accused on Tuesday
evening," Kumar said.

"When we questioned
the victim's elder sister, she
broke down and revealed
the entire sequence of inci-
dents. The accused said that
she and her boyfriend were
intimate a few days ago and
her sister saw them in a
compromising position. She
then decided to kill her sis-
ter.

Delhi HC upholds Centre's
order dismissing Guj IPS officer

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) The Delhi High Court
on Wednesday upheld
Centre's order dismissing
Gujarat IPS Officer Satish
Chandra Verma, who had
assisted the CBI in its probe
into the alleged fake en-
counter of Ishrat Jahan in
Gujarat.Verma was dis-
missed from service on Au-
gust 30, 2022, ahead of his
superannuation on Septem-
ber 30.A division bench of
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice Sanjeev
Sachdeva dismissed the
pleas moved by Verma
against his termination.

He had probed the 2004
Ishrat Jahan case between
April 2010 and October
2011 and on his investiga-
tion report, a special inves-
tigation team held it was a
fake encounter.

Earlier, Verma had also
approached the apex court
after the high court allowed
the Home Ministry to take
action against him in view of
a departmental inquiry,

which proved the charges
against him.

However, he moved an
application before the high
court last year to amend his
petition to challenge the
dismissal order which was
passed during the pen-
dency of the matter.

The charges included
interacting "with public me-
dia" when he was Chief Vigi-
lance Officer of the North
Eastern Electric Power Cor-
poration, Shillong.

"Consequently, we are
not inclined to stay or inter-
dict the order of dismissal
dated 30.08.2022 at this
stage," a division bench of
Justices Sanjeev Sachdeva
and Tushar Rao Gedela said
in the order.The court had
noted that "it is not in dis-
pute that the petitioner
(Verma) had given an inter-
view to a news channel per-
taining to the aspects which
were not within the sphere
of his duties at the time
when the interview was
given.

Congress MP makes controversial remarks
against PM Modi over Rs 2K phase out issue

Kolkata, May 24 (IANS)
Senior Congress leader and
Lok Sabha member Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury on
Wednesday made a contro-
versial remark against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
while slamming the Centre's
decision to phase out Rs
2000 currency note.

"All of a sudden the fresh
decision to phase out Rs
2,000- denomination notes
was announced. He is not
Modi. He is 'Pagla (Mad)'
Modi. People are addressing
him as 'Pagla Modi',"
Chowdhury told a section of
the media persons.

He also took a dig at
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and AAP's

Delhi and Punjab CM's
Arvind Kerjriwal and
Bhagwant Mann for the
meeting at the state secre-
tariat of West Bengal on
Tuesday.

"Both AAP and
Trinamool Congress are ac-
tually trying to finish Con-
gress. Both the parties have
an understanding with the
BJP. Both Arvind Kejriwal
and Mamata Banerjee are
involved in competitive
communalism against BJP.
Even in Karnataka, AAP had
divided the opposition vote
bank in certain seats. Other-
wise the Congress could
have ended with a higher
tally," Chowdhury said.

He said that the

Karnataka results prove that
with no opposition alliance
minus Congress will be able
to take on BJP and Narendra
Modi in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.

Meanwhile, the leader
of the opposition in West
Bengal Assembly Suvendu
Adhikari questioned the
justification of the meeting
between the chief ministers
of West Bengal, Delhi and
Punjab at the state secre-
tariat of Nabanna.

According to him, since
the meeting was done on
political issues it should not
have taken place at the sec-
retariat and that too in pres-
ence of the state chief sec-
retary H.K. Dwivedi.

National Herald case: Subramanian Swamy opposes
Rahul Gandhi's plea seeking fresh passport

New Delhi, May 24
(IANS) Senior BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy on
Wednesday opposed before
a Delhi court Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi's appli-
cation seeking a No Objec-
tion Certificate (NOC) for the
issuance of an "ordinary"
passport.

Gandhi on Tuesday
moved the court seeking an
NOC in order to get a fresh
"ordinary" passport after he
surrendered his diplomatic
travel document upon his
disqualification as an MP.

Opposing the plea, the
former union minister said

that if Rahul Gandhi is al-
lowed to travel abroad, it
may hamper the probe in
the National Herald case.
The case was filed by Swamy
against the Congress leader
and his mother Sonia
Gandhi, their companies
and associated persons.

Gandhi's counsel told
the court that there are no
criminal cases pending
against him and therefore
he can be granted an NOC.

However, Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate Vaibhav Mehta of
Rouse Avenue Court said
that Swamy has the right to

file a reply to Gandhi's appli-
cation and posted the mat-
ter for hearing next on May
26.On November 1, 2012,
Swamy had filed a private
complaint in the court alleg-
ing that both Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi have
committed fraud and land
grabbing worth Rs 16 billion
by acquiring a publicly lim-
ited company called Associ-
ated Journals Ltd (AJL)
through their owned private
company, Young Indian.

The court had on De-
cember 19, 2015, granted
bail to Gandhi and others in
the case.

NCP's Anil Deshmukh claims he got
offer to join BJP & topple MVA govt

Mumbai, May 24 (IANS)
For the second time in four
months, senior Nationalist
Congress Party leader and
former Maharashtra Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh
claimed that he was given
an offer to join the BJP and
help topple the erstwhile
Maha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment.

Deshmukh said that the
purported proposal had
come over two years ago,
and also when he was jailed
for alleged corruption
charges.

"If I had accepted that
offer, the MVA government
would have fallen much be-
fore... But I declined it and

had to face action by various
central agencies,"
Deshmukh told a private
Marathi news channel.

Earlier, in February also
Deshmukh had made a
similar claim while talking
about the blatant misuse of
central investigating agen-
cies against the Opposition
leaders.

"He has been granted
bail on health grounds by
the court... The case hear-
ings are still on and his ut-
terances tantamount to a
contempt of the court. If he
continues making such
statements, we shall com-
plain to the court," warned
Bawankule.--IANS

89.25% students qualify West Bengal
Higher Secondary Board exam

Kolkata, May 24 (IANS)
West Bengal Council of
Higher Secondary Educa-
tion (WBCHSE) announced
the results of the Class 12
board examination for 2023
on Wednesday with 89.25
per cent candidates qualify-
ing in the examination.

According to the
WBCHSE president Dr
Chiranjib Bhattacharjee, the
pass percentage had been
higher in case of boys with
a record 91.86 per cent.

 The pass percentage in
case of girls had been 87.26
per cent.

According to him, from a
total of 87 candidates in the

top 10 list, 18 are from
Hooghly district, the highest
among districts in West Ben-
gal.

The pass percentage
had been maximum in East
Midnapore district.

Subhrangshu Sardar
from Ramakrishna Mission,
Narendrapur has secured
the first position this year
with 99.20 per cent. "His
combination of subjects
was quite interesting: E

This year, the total num-
ber of candidates were
8,52,444, out of which
8,24,891 appeared in the
examination. A total of
8,24,891 students qualified.

Mamata not to participate in
Niti Aayog meeting on May 27

Kolkata, May 24 (IANS) A
day after holding a meeting
with two Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) chief ministers from
Delhi and Punjab, West Ben-
gal CM Mamata Banerjee
has decided not to attend
the crucial meeting of Niti
Aayog in New Delhi on May
27.

"Although initially she
decided to attend the Niti
Aayog meeting, now she
has thought otherwise and
has decided to skip the
meeting," a senior member
of the West Bengal cabinet
said on strict condition of

anonymity. However, he
added that the decision is as
of now and might be sub-
ject to change in due course.

Late Tuesday evening,
Trinamool Congress's leader
in the Rajya Sabha Derek
O'Brien announced that the
party will boycott the inau-
guration of the new Parlia-
ment building in the na-
tional capital on May 28.

Political observers feel
that the decision to boycott
the Niti Aayog meeting and
inauguration of the new
Parliament building has
been prompted by Mamata

Banerjee's eagerness to
keep her anti-BJP and anti-
Centre stand alive more
forcefully.Opposition par-
ties in the state, however,
have criticised the chief
minister for her stand on
boycotting the Niti Aayog
meeting. According to the
sta West Bengal Sami
Bhattacharya, when it
comes to the issue of discus-
sion on development, the
chief minister always skips
such meetings and avoids
dialogues. "This time she has
done the same thing,"
Bhattacharya said.

threaten police officers in the
meeting. “An attempt has
been made by the leaders to
make the police department
a pro-Congress party,” he
said. Shivakumar on Tuesday
had rapped the Karnataka
Police officials and ques-
tioned them that they are
trying to saffronise the de-
partment. “Are you all set to
saffronise the police depart-
ment? We will not allow it
under our government,”
Shivakumar stated.

“We know how police of-
ficers came to the police sta-
tion wearing saffron shawls
in Mangaluru, Bijapur
(Vijayapura), Bagalkot and
insulted the department,” he
said. “You should have come
to this meeting wearing a
saffron shawl,” Shivakumar
taunted the police officers.

“If it was to be patriotism,
then they should have come
to work wearing the nation
flag...We will not allow
saffronisation of the police
department,” Shivakumar re-
iterated.

Cong trying to lower morale
of K’taka Polic, says Bommai
Bengaluru, May 24 (IANS)

Former Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Basavaraj Bommai has
alleged that the Congress
government was trying to
lower the morale of the po-
lice department in the state.

He told reporters here on
Wednesday that both Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar in a meeting on
Tuesday had warned the de-
partment that they would
not allow the ‘saffronisation’
of the police force.

“The Karnataka Police
have a good name in the en-
tire country and the cops
have never done
saffronisation. The duo has
decided to implement their
agenda and as part of it, they
have brought down the mo-
rale of the police depart-
ment. The Congress Party
has started its appeasement
politics from day one of as-
suming power in the state,”
said CM Bommai.

Former Minister Kota
Srinivas Poojari maintained

that there is no prohibition
on saffron shawls in the state
and the Congress govern-
ment is pursuing politics of
hatred.

“No one has worn saffron
attire while on duty. They can
wear any dress after duty. It
is not tenable that D.K.
Shivakumar is indulging in
hate speech against the po-
lice. Siddaramaiah and
Shivakumar seem to be on a
mission to take revenge on
police officers who worked
with the previous govern-
ment. This will not bring dig-
nity to democracy. Their
stand should change,” he
said.

“He remarked that there
are going to be difficult days
for Hindus and Hindutva. It is
clear from the statements of
Siddaramaiah and
Shivakumar. For appease-
ment, they might ban
Hindutva activities and arrest
Hindu activists,” he said

Araga Jnanendra, former
Home Minister, stated that
Shivakumar had tried to

K’taka govt all set to
overturn hijab ban

Bengaluru, May 24 (IANS) The new Congress govern-
ment in Karnataka is all set to remove the ban on hijab in
the state, sources said on Wednesday.

The new government is waiting to settle down and
complete the cabinet expansion.

While campaigning for the May 10 Assembly polls, the
Congress Congress, especially Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, had vehemently stated that ban on hijab and
all laws made on communal basis by the previous BJP gov-
ernment would be withdrawn once the party assumes
power in the state. Asked about Amnesty International’s
rising concern on hijab ban in Karnataka, DyCM Shivakumar
on Wednesday stated in Vidhana Soudha, “I don’t want to
comment on the matter of hijab as it is a policy matter.”

However, Priyank Kharge, the cabinet minister address-
ing press reporters maintained that the Congress will with-
draw the ban on hijab, halal cut and cow slaughter laws.
Sources claimed that the party is all set to withdraw these
laws, including the Anti-Conversion law brought by the
previous BJP government. A decision will soon be taken
on the construction of a 114-foot tall Jesus Christ statue in
Kapalabetta near Kanakapura town. This is proposed to be
the largest Christ statue in the world. The Hijab row which
was started by six students of Udupi Pre-University Girl’s
College had turned out to be a crisis in the state last year.
The students refusing to attend classes without hijab still
maintain that they will wait for the final verdict of the Su-
preme Court. The issue had taken a communal turn and
resulted in revenge killings in the state. It had drawn the
attention of global terrorist outfit Al-Qaeda at the height
of the crisis. It is alleged that the ruling BJP used this issue
to pursue its Hindutva agenda which clearly divided the
society, especially the student community.

PIL in Madras HC
against clubs,
hotels ‘violating’
liquor vending
license condition

Chennai, May 24 (IANS)
A Public Interest Litigation
has been filed in Madras
High Court by an advocate
against hotels and clubs
“violating” liquor vending li-
cense condition in Tamil
Nadu. Advocate Suresh
Babu in his PIL said that
many private clubs and ho-
tels in Chennai and other
cities of Tamil Nadu were
serving liquor beyond the
stipulated times every day
and were also allowing non-
members of the clubs to
consume alcohol within the
club premises. The peti-
tioner also prayed before
the court to give a direction
to the Commissioner of Pro-
hibition and Excise to con-
duct surprise checks and in-
spections at the premises of
those holding FL2 and FL3
licenses. He said that an FL2
license was issued to non-
proprietary clubs to serve li-
quor to members and to
guests who accompany the
members.

SYDNEY, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other dignitaries in a group photograph, in Sydney on
Wednesday. UNI

GUWAHATI, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and Meghalaya CM
Conrad Sangma during a meeting, in Guwahati on Wednesday. UNI


